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Ward and Judy LeHardy of Kilmarnock 
are about to do it again.

In 1991 the LeHardys won regional fame 
with the regularly-published journal of their 
five-year voyage around the globe aboard 
their 39-foot sailboat, the Cormorant. This 
time, they plan to hitch rides around the 
world in less than 80 days.

They plan to make the trip for less than 
$5,000.

The two are taking their trip to promote 
their staunch pro-life stance, and will speak 
against abortion at churches and to strangers 
along the trip. 

They are also gathering sponsors, although 
they accept no money. Instead, sponsors are 
providing them with materials to distribute 
or spread their message. Two local business, 
Goodluck Cellars and Northern Neck Burger 
Company, have already become informal 
sponsors of the trip.

Ward is a West Point graduate and 32-year 
army veteran who retired in 1988 as briga-
dier general. Active and retired members 
of the military have the privilege of “space-
available” flights on military aircraft—if 
there’s an airplane going that way, and there’s 
an empty seat, vets can hop on and catch a 
ride. It’s a free but uncertain way to travel.

Ward, a former paratrooper, has unusual 
views on airplanes. Of the military’s mighty 
C-130 cargo plane, Ward said, “I’d rather 
jump out of them than land in them!”

The LeHardys will begin their voyage at 
Andrews Air Force Base and make their way 
across the country and to Australia, where 
they will have to take a train to Perth.

The next leg of the journey, from Australia 
to South Africa, presented a problem for the 
LeHardys. Ward called a cruise coordinator 
who had arranged a cruise for his West Point 
class to see what cruise ships were available. 
The only ship available was a small, exclu-
sive ship with tickets priced at $5,000 each.

The cruise coordinator helped set the 
LeHardys up for free passage on the ship, 
paying their way by giving talks along the 
way about their previous global circumnavi-
gation.

“This just fell into our laps,” said Ward.
Once arriving in Cape Town, South Africa, 

the LeHardys plan to continue their trip by 
plane to Entebbe, Uganda, where they have a 
minister friend. 

From there, the journey is again uncertain. 
Somehow, they need to make it to either 
Germany or Crete to pick up more space-
available flights to finish the trip. Ward said 
the two may end up buying plane tickets to 
Dubai, then flying from there.

This bold adventure belies their age. Ward 
is 80, and Judy is 77.

“You shouldn’t be limited by your age to 
strike out and do something,” said Judy.

In fact, they are full of energy and seem 
invigorated by the prospect of another trip 
around the world. In their excitement to 
describe their plans they laugh, get dis-
tracted, talk over each other, and glow with 
purpose.

This will be their third trip around the 
world. They related a story from their first 
trip aboard the Cormorant: When they 
arrived in Australia, they docked the boat to 
fly back to Washington, D.C., for their son’s 
wedding, crossing back across the Pacific. 
When they tried to return to Australia, their 
flight going west was cancelled—and they 
were put on another flight going East, and 
went back to Australia in the other direction. 
From there, they completed their sailing 
journey.

The LeHardys begin their trip Monday, 
February 2. They will be posting updates to 
their new travel blog hosted by the Northum-
berland Historical Press at NorthHistPress.
com/LeHardy.php, or go to Northumber-
landHistoricalPress.com and click on the 
“LeHardy Blog” link at the top right. They 
have already posted several entries about 
their preparations and purpose.

Ward and Judy LeHardy aboard their sailboat, the 
Cormorant, at their home on Indian Creek.

LeHardys to ‘hitchhike’ around
the world promoting pro-life stance

LANCASTER—The recently pro-
posed $15,959,870 school budget for 
fiscal year 2015-16 drew praise from 
the few citizens who attended Monday’s 
public hearing. 

As presented, $15,282,828 of the total 
expenditures are in the general school 
fund, $100,000 in a separate “textbook 
fund” and $577,042 in a food service 
fund.

The total budget represents a $31,305 
increase, or two-tenths of 1%, over the 
current budget.

The hearing went so well for school 

officials that it took just 10 minutes, 
including a presentation by superinten-
dent Steven Parker and board comments. 

“This evening’s been a pleasure,” 
said George Bott, a proponent of fiscal 
responsibility in county and school 
spending. “You’ve come a long way in 
the year. You’ll be seeing a lot less of 
me.”

Parker noted the proposed budget was 
crafted with the help of many in the com-
munity, including Bott and fellow retired 
financial professional Charlie Costello.

The budget includes a 3% adjustment 
in the salary step scale for teachers, an 
incremental step toward the full 7.5% 

recommended by a salary committee. It 
also includes placing all teachers at the 
proper step on the salary scale.

A step increase on the salary scale is 
an incremental increase in pay based on 
professional qualifications and years of 
experience. According to school offi-
cials, the district has not been keeping up 
with the scale over the past several years 
for various reasons, resulting in teacher 
pay lagging behind adjacent counties 
and handicapping the recruitment of top 
qualified teachers.

“Support staff and salaried employees 
are not addressed in teacher pay scale 
increases,” Parker explained.

He noted the plan includes cutting 
two teaching positions, one at the pri-
mary school and one at the high school, 
because of “ridiculously low class sizes,” 
and reducing the school support officer 
position to part time.

Reductions at the central office and 
consolidation of those positions are cur-
rently under way, he added. 

Referring to the new “textbook cat-
egory” that would allow the district to 
accumulate and roll over funds into the 
next fiscal year, Costello suggested the 
superintendent begin with this year’s 
book funds.

Parker explained that most of this 

year’s textbook funds were spent, but 
agreed to ask supervisors to roll over any 
remaining funds. 

District 1 member Bob Smart praised 
Parker for limiting the budget increase 
amid a number of changes occurring 
including purchase of the Lancaster 
Community Library on School Street in 
Kilmarnock and bringing the alternative 
students back to Lancaster.

“We still have minor adjustments to 
make...in how the money is categorized” 
prior to the vote, said Parker.

The school board vote on sending the 
proposed budget to supervisors will take 
place at its February 9 meeting.

Citizens voice approval for proposed $15.9 million school budget
by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—”My heart isn’t 
full.”

So said 13-year-old Haley Smith 
after a press conference in front of the 
General Assembly Building Thursday, 
January 22. Haley suffers from a rare 
form of epilepsy called Dravet syn-
drome, which causes her almost daily 
seizures and other developmental and 
health problems.

Haley’s mother, Lisa Smith of White 
Stone, and a team of other parents and 
legislators were there to urge the pas-
sage of any of a series of bills before 
the General Assembly this year legal-
izing medical marijuana in the state. 
Haley and others with conditions like 
hers have had very little success with 
existing medications, and early stud-
ies from states that allow medical 
marijuana have had hopeful news for 
people with conditions like hers.

Haley wasn’t waxing poetic. Del. 
Kenneth Plum, who introduced HB 
1605 to legalize possessing marijuana 
for medical purposes, gave Haley 
a heart-shaped box of candy at the 
beginning of the day, but a few pieces 
of candy were missing.

HB 1605 is one of a number of bills 
before the legislature this year. Current 
law allows medical marijuana for treat-
ing glaucoma and cancer, although all 
forms of marijuana remain a schedule 
I controlled substance under federal 

Lisa Smith sits for an interview with a TV station after a press conference in front of the General 
Assembly Building. TV crews followed Smith and her daughter throughout the day.

Smiths see hope for Haley at General Assembly
by Renss Greene

by Renss Greene

law. Del. Plum’s bill, as presented, 
would legalize medical marijuana more 
broadly by removing the language spec-

ifying that only allows its use for treat-
ing glaucoma or cancer. It is currently in 
the House courts of justice committee.

“We’ve got to get ourselves together 
with our federal counterparts and 
come up with our part of the solution,” 

Del. Plum said. “It’s unacceptable that 
legislative bodies stand in the way of 
hope for people who have such limited 
hope and have such great need.”

HB 1445, introduced by Del. David 
Albo, takes a narrower approach by 
adding epilepsy to the list of condi-
tions for which marijuana may be pre-
scribed. It has 
been assigned 
to the crimi-
nal law sub-
c o m m i t t e e 
of the House 
courts of jus-
tice commit-
tee.

SB 1235, introduced by Sen. 
David Marsden, takes a yet narrower 
approach by legalizing two substances 
specifically—cannabidiol oil and 
THC-A oil—for treatment of debilitat-
ing epilepsy. These two oils are admin-
istered by using a syringe to place them 
under the tongue. The bill has taken a 
different route through the legislature, 
being referred to the Senate committee 
on education and health.

The day was a busy one. Lisa Smith 
and her allies have been lobbying for 
medical marijuana for their children 
for years, and they’ve learned along 
the way. Their meetings Thursday were 
planned in advance with the group 
split into teams to cover as many of 

Visit RRecord.
com to follow 
the Smiths at 
the General 
Assembly.

SMITHS, continued on page A2



InsideNews    January 29, 2015
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & online versions

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & online versions 

Online (PDF) version only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, Audrey@RappRecord.com
Renss Greene

extension 28, Renss@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, Troy@RappRecord.com

Angie@RappRecord.com
or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, Wayne@RappRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com
Angie Garrett, Accounts Manager
extension 12, Angie@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Anna@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

Single copy: $.75.

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

For further information or to register please contact:
Rappahannock Art League
19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
804-436-9309 / ral@ralgallery.com

with Steph Brown
Thurs, Jan. 29 & Feb. 5, 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Basics of Pencil Drawing with Steph Brown
Thurs, Feb 12, 19, 26 and
March 5, 12 & 19, 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Interesting Techniques with Yupo 
with Jacquie Colligan
Tues, Wed & Thurs, March 17, 18 & 19, 10am - 3pm

with Steph Brown
Wed & Thurs, March 25 & 26, 10am - 3 pm
Drawing Portraits with Steph Brown
Wed & Thurs, April 8 and 9, 10am - 3pm  
Exploring Your Personal Style 
with Kathleen Noffsinger
Tues & Wed, April 14 & 15, 10am - 3pm

Tues, Wed, Thurs, April 21, 22 & 23, 10am - 3pm

Wed & Thurs, April 29 & 30, 10am – 3pm

Mon & Tues, May 4 & 5, 10am - 3pm

Wed & Thurs, May 6 & 7,  10:00am - 4:00pm
Interesting Techniques with Yupo 
with Jacquie Colligan
Tues, Wed & Thurs, May 12, 13 & 14, 10am - 3pm

with Kathleen Noffsinger
Tues & Wed, May 19 & 20, 10am - 4pm

Tues, Wed, Thurs, May 26, 27 & 28, 10am - 3pm

the most important votes as 
they could, with strategies for 
how to approach each dele-
gate or senator. The day’s high 
points included the press con-
ference, testifying before the 
senate committee on education 
and health, and a meeting with 
Speaker of the House William 
Howell.

TV crews followed the Smiths 
around throughout the day.

Haley suffered a seizure 
during the senate commit-
tee meeting, as well as during 
a meeting with Sen. Jeffrey 
McWaters of Virginia Beach, a 
member of the senate education 
and health committee.

The group’s meetings with 
legislators had mixed results. 
Medical marijuana remains a 
political hot-button issue, and 
with the stigma around mari-
juana on one side of the issue 
and the possibility of treating 
sick children on the other, many 
legislators hesitate to come 
down firmly on either side of the 
issue. Nonetheless, Lisa Smith 
came away from the day more 
optimistic.

“It was a good day,” she said. 
“It was long, it was good.”

The group had hopeful news 
from their visit with Speaker 
Howell.

“The personal visits are quite 
compelling, and I still remem-
ber meeting you all last year,” 
Howell said. Howell said he 
would help the group set up 
meetings with other legislators, 
and would work with Del. Albo.

Smith has said she is against 
SB 686, which decriminalizes 
simple marijuana possession. 
She said she has also spoken 
with representatives of the Pre-
vention Council of Roanoke 
City, a lobbying group opposed 
to legalization of marijuana. 
According to Smith, the group 
has agreed not to lobby against 
the medical marijuana bills.

“By the end of the conversa-
tion, I think it was agreed upon 
that we’re all fighting for the 
same thing,” Smith said.

And at some point in the 
course of the day, Smith and the 
rest of her group found candies 
to fill the empty spots in Haley’s 
heart.

RICHMOND—District 99 
Del. Margaret Ransone and 
District 4 Sen. Ryan McDougle 
recently addressed several bills 
of local interest now making 
their way through the General 
Assembly.

Three bills this year are tar-
geted toward relaxing regula-
tion of small farm and food 
operations. These are HB 
1290, the Food Freedom Act, 
HB 1461, the Three Cow 
Exemption, and HJ 519, an 
amendment to the Virginia Bill 
of Rights to guarantee the abil-
ity to purchase directly from 
the farmer.

Del. Ransone has expressed 
doubts about the bills.

“You’ve got a lot of aller-
gies that are out there now, and 
when we pass a bill, we’re not 
just talking about our safe little 
neighborhood of the Northern 
Neck,” she said, saying there 
were strong arguments on both 
sides. Raw milk in particular 
has shown to pose more health 
hazards, especially to children.

“I do believe in some sort of 
inspection,” Ransone added.

Sen. McDougle has come 
down strongly in favor of the 
bills.

“I’ve actually sponsored leg-
islation a couple different times 
dealing with items prepared at 
home,” Sen. McDougle said. 
“Historically, we grew up as an 
agrarian society.” 

He said the bill is a matter 
of personal responsibility and 
freedom.

“If you know who the pro-
ducer is, and you buy it from 
them, then you’re assuming the 
risk of whatever product you’re 
taking,” Sen. McDougle said.

HB 1290 and HB 1461 
have both been referred to the 
agriculture subcommittee of 
the House agriculture, Chesa-
peake, and natural resources 
committee. HJ 519 has been 
assigned to the constitutional 
amendments subcommittee of 
the House committee on privi-
leges and elections.
Boating

HB 1298, which would 
require law enforcement offi-
cers to have probable cause 
before boarding a noncommer-
cial watercraft, has strong sup-
port from both. Sen. McDou-
gal introduced its sister bill in 
the senate, SB 1439.

“There’s no reason that 
you should have less privacy 
because you’re on the water 
than when you’re on the land,” 
Sen. McDougle said. “I feel 
very strongly about that one.”

HB 1298 is in the natural 
resources subcommittee of 
the House agriculture, Chesa-
peake, and natural resources 
committee. Meanwhile, the 
senate bill is in the Senate 
agriculture, conservation, and 
natural resources committee.

Both were also critical of the 
boating safety course require-
ment passed last year. This 
year, McDougal introduced 
SB 996, which would exempt 
motorboat operators who are 
Virginia residents born before 
July 1, 1972, from having to 
complete the course.

“I will vote for it, and I’m 
going to be a strong advocate 
again for watermen, for any-
body that has lived on the water 
their entire life to not take that 
test,” Del. Ransone said. “It is 
ridiculous.”

Sen. McDougle said the 
boating safety requirement 
seems to be there to stay, and 
that the legislature is now 
trying to find the appropriate 
balance in regulation.

“Everybody wants people to 
be safe on the water,” he said.

SB 996 is in the Senate agri-
culture, conservation, and nat-
ural resources committee.
Del. Ranson’s bills

Del. Ransone also spoke 
about some of her other priori-
ties for the year.

HB 1750, the “Josh Hardy 
Bill,” is named for a 9-year-old 
boy with cancer and struggling 
against a virus. The bill would 
allow people with a terminal 
condition to bypass the FDA’s 
compassionate use process for 

trying investigational drugs 
and releases the pharmaceuti-
cal company from liability in 
that case.

“The compassionate use pro-
cess right now is a very long 
process with a lot of paper-
work,” said Del. Ransone.

The Josh Hardy bill is 
moving quickly through com-
mittee. On Monday, a subcom-
mittee of the House committee 
on health, welfare, and insti-
tutions voted unanimously to 
report the bill, moving it back 
toward the committee and 
closer to a vote on the House 
floor.

She has also introduced 
HB 1751, the Administrative 
Process Act. This bill would 
require that when the Depart-
ment of Planning and Budget 
determines that a regulatory 
agency comes up with a pro-
posal, the DPB will notify the 
Joint Commission on Adminis-
trative Rules, the House appro-
priations committee, and the 
senate finance committee if it 
finds that the proposed regu-
lation would have an adverse 
fiscal impact on a locality or 
business.

HB 1751 is in a subcommit-
tee of the House committee on 
general laws.

In addition, Del. Ransone 
has introduced HB 2240 to 
outlaw introducing, stocking, 
or releasing the blue catfish, 
an invasive species. This bill 
was on Monday assigned to the 
Chesapeake subcommittee of 
the House agriculture, Chesa-
peake, and natural resources 
committee. 
Sen. McDougal’s bills

Sen. McDougle has set his 
sights on outsourced business 
with SB 1447, the Reinvest in 
Virginia Act. The bill aims to 

attract inverted corporations 
back into Virginia by providing 
a tax break on earnings for the 
first five years. An “inverted 
corporation” is one in which 
the headquarters of a corpo-
ration are moved to a lower-
tax country for tax purposes, 
usually leaving the bulk of its 
operations in the higher-tax 
country of origin. Corpora-
tions that return their head-
quarters to Virginia and make 
at least a $5 million investment 
to open a facility in Virginia 
would be exempt from corpo-
rate tax income on the first $5 
million of the company’s prof-
its each year for the first five 
years. This bill is in the Senate 
finance committee.

He also emphasized SB 
1184, which prohibits local law 
enforcement from requiring a 
waiting period before accept-
ing a report of a “critically 
missing adult,” or one who is 
believed to be facing a credible 
threat to their health and safety. 
The bill also would require the 
Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services to establish train-
ing standards for searching for 
missing persons, and requires 
the Department of Emergency 
Management to establish a 
coordinator of search and 
rescue.

SB 1184 was referred to the 
Senate committee on general 
laws and technology, which 
voted unanimously on Monday 
to refer the bill on to the Senate 
courts of justice committee.

Smiths see hope
continued from page A1

From left are Haley and Lisa Smith with the heart-
shaped box of candy given to Haley by Del. Kenneth 
Plum. Haley left the General Assembly with her heart 
full. For more coverage, visit RRecord.com

From left are Speaker of the House William Howell and 
Lisa Smith. Haley, Lisa, and their allies met with Speaker 
Howell to cap off a long day of lobbying.

Legislators comment
on bills of local interest

by Renss Greene

Sen. Ryan McDougle Del. Margaret Ransone
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You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext.  15
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The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office holds war-
rants for three individuals.

Larry Donnell Crabb, 
31, is wanted for child 
neglect. His last known 
address is 9001 Patterson 
Avenue # 4, Richmond. 

Crabb is described as 
a black male with brown 
eyes and black hair. He 
is 6 feet 2 inches tall and 
weighs 200 pounds. He 
also is known as Dwaine 
Tyrone Jones and Larry 
Connell Crabb. 

Marquese Gray, 26, 
is wanted for failure to 
appear in General District 
Court on January 7, 2015, 
for driving suspended. His 
last known address was 66 
Irvington Road, Kilmar-
nock.

Gray is described as a 
male with brown hair and 
green eyes. He is 5 feet 10 
inches tall and weighs 185 
pounds. He is also known 
as Mark Gray,  Marquse 
Antwan Gray and Antwan 
Marquese Gray. 

Betty Jo Jones is wanted 
for a bad check. Her last 
known address was 1064 
Todd’s Bridge Road, St. 
Stevens Church.

Report information on 
these individuals to Lan-
caster County Crime Solv-
ers at 462-7463. You do not 
have to give your name or 
appear in court. You will be 
given a caller ID # in order 
to contact the Crime Solver 
line if and when a reward 
is issued to the caller, or 
if investigators need more 
information on the call. 

Lancaster Crime Solv-
ers pays rewards up to and 
including $1,000.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
10 individuals.
Felony

Ernest J. Draleau, Jr., 34, of 
Shady Lane was charged Janu-
ary 26 with felony probation 
violation.
Misdemeanors

A Christ Church Road man, 
20, was charged January 20 with 
contempt of a Middlesex County 
court.

A Mary Ball Road man was 
charged January 14 with con-
tributing to the delinquency of a 
minor. 

A Merry Point Road woman, 
23, was charged January 21 with 
failure to appear in court.

A Jesse duPont Highway 
woman, 56, was charged Janu-
ary 21 with failure to appear in 
Hanover County court.

A Georges Cove Drive man 
was charged January 22 with 
sexual battery and stalking.

A Roseneath Avenue man, 23, 
was charged January 22 with 
sale/distribution of less than 1⁄2 
ounce of marijuana.

A Letherneck Road man, 54, 
was charged January 22 with 
contempt of a Lancaster County 
court.

A Nuttsville Road woman, 
32, was charged January 23 with 
nonpayment of court fines/costs.

A Dragon Fly Drive woman, 
29, was charged with failure to 
report an accident, destruction 
of property, failure to wear a seat 
belt, reckless driving and driving 
while her license was suspended.
Activity Report

January 20: Staff 
responded to a suspicious 
person complaint on Dogwood 
Road; received an attempted 
telephone fraud complaint 
from a Crossing Cove Way 
resident (caller claimed to be 
from the IRS; the complainant 
recognized the call as being an 
attempt to commit fraud and did 
not release any information), a 
sexual assault report (no further 
information released in order 
to protect the victim and due to 
the nature of the investigation), 
and a motorist’s complaint of 
a reckless driver in the area of 
River and Morattico roads (no 
officer in positon to attempt to 
intercept).

January 21: Staff 
responded to an E911 discon-
nect call that originated in the 
1000 block of Beanes Road 
(sleeping subject rolled over 
onto cellphone in her pocket), 
to a reported mental health 
emergency in the 2900 block of 
Black Stump Road (Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) placed 
on standby; subject found to be 
in no danger to himself/others), 
and to a suspicious vehicle and 
persons complaint on Glenmont 
Road; and received a walk-in 
complaint of a sexual assault 
and stalking (arrest reported on 
January 22).

January 22: Staff 
responded with EMS to a 
medical emergency on Collins 
Lane, to a motorist’s complaint 
of a vehicle failing to stop for 
a school bus loading children 
in the 3600 block of Irvington 
Road, to several reports of a dis-
abled vehicle near the crest of 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Town Council on 
January 26 met to hear commit-
tee and staff reports.

Chief of police Mike Bedell 
reported officer Dan Brooks has 
been cleared to drive and walk 
with a cane and is expected to 
return to duty May 1. Brooks was 
injured while on duty when he 
was struck by a car on Irvington 
Road on October 18.

Councilman Emerson Gra-
vatt reported the police com-
mittee and Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) are devel-
oping a memorandum of under-
standing between the KPD and 
the Middle Peninsula Northern 
Neck Community Services 
Board (CSB). Currently, the 
Northumberland and Lancaster 
sheriff departments have mem-
oranda of understanding with 
the CSB, but KPD does not. 
These documents are meant to 

express cooperation between 
two entities.

Gravatt also reported the 
economic development com-
mittee will meet with BCF, the 
company designing the town’s 
branding efforts, at 11 a.m. 
February 5. Committee meet-
ings are held in the town hall 
at 1 North Main Street and are 
open to the public.

Town manager Tom Saunders 
reported that the town’s annual 
audit has again reported no areas 
of concern. Vice mayor Rebecca 
Nunn said the early review of the 
audit indicates the town’s fiscal 
position has improved overall in 
the past year.

“It’s also worth noting that 
Kilmarnock goes to the trouble 
to have an audit at this level,” said 
Saunders. The full audit will be 
available for next month’s council 
meeting.

Saunders further reported the 
town has won a safety grant from 
Virginia Municipal League insur-

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors will 
consider school appropria-
tion requests at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, January 29, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors will consider 
a fiscal year 2015 Lancaster 
school budget appropriation 
request for funds received from 
the Virginia Education Founda-
tion, School Security Equip-
ment Grant Program and Title 
III Grant Funds.

They also will consider a 
school board request to create 
a “textbook” fund category to 
carry over state-related aid. 

WHITE STONE—The 
Town of White Stone 
will conduct a community 
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 3, at Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church, 269 James 
Wharf Road.

The purpose of the meeting 
is to give an overview of a pro-
posed housing and infrastruc-
ture project, said town man-
ager Patrick Frere. Citizens 
and business owners may ask 
questions regarding the pro-
posed project. 

“We really want to encour-
age citizens and business 
owners interested in participat-
ing in this project to attend,” 
said Frere. 

Committees and departments
report to Kilmarnock council

Town manager Tom Saunders reports on the early 
review of the town’s audit. “I know it’s fun reading if 
you ever have any insomnia,” Saunders quipped. “But it 
is an important document. Congratulations to everyone 
involved.”

by Renss Greene

ance. According to deputy town 
manager Susan Cockrell, the 
town was awarded $1,961 to buy 
safety equipment for the public 
works staff, including a flashing 
light bar for a truck, industrial 

safety fuel canisters and air qual-
ity monitors.

Council members also 
expressed regrets about the pass-
ing of town planning commis-
sioner Otis Polk Sr.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME 
SOLVERS

(telephone line problem), with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a single-vehicle hit-and-run 
traffic crash in the 4800 block 
of Windmill Point Road (driver 
charged as reported on January 
23), and to a fight call in The 
Oaks Restaurant.

January 24: Staff received 
an assault complaint, related 
to the fight call on January 23; 
responded to an unauthorized 
use of vehicle/domestic distur-
bance complaint on White Hall 
Drive (complainant cancelled 
the call), to a domestic distur-
bance on Chesapeake Drive, 
to a citizen’s report of a barged 
crane too close to the Norris 
Bridge for safety (respond-
ing deputy determined work 
crew was securing the barge in 
a safe location), to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint in the 
1200 block of Irvington Road, 
to a reckless driving complaint 
in the area of Eagle Trace, and 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 20300 block of Mary Ball 
Road; received a citizen’s com-
plaint of an attempted telephone 
fraud (caller claimed to be from 
the IRS; the complainant rec-
ognized the call as being an 
attempt to commit fraud and 
did not release any informa-
tion), and a walk-in complaint 
involving child custody; and 
attempted to locate a reported 
fight in progress on Nuttsville 
Road (complainant could not 
give the address/directions to 
the fight location; the complain-
ant called backed to report that 
the fight between his family 
members inside the house had 
stopped and wanted to know 
why deputies did not respond; 
he was advised that no infor-
mation was obtained indicating 
the fight was inside a house, 
nor could the complainant pro-
vide any address, landmark or 
directions to identify where the 
deputies were needed).

January 25: Staff 
responded with EMS to a 
medical emergency on Rob-
bins Lane, to a shots fired/noise 
violation complaint in the area 
of Monaskon and Granville 
Bay roads (target shooting), to 
a man with gun call at a Mol-
lusk convenience store, and 
with KPD to a disturbance 
call in the roadway on Wig-
gins Avenue;  received a credit 
card fraud report from an Otis 
Lane resident ($212.25 loss), 
and a larceny complaint from 
a Windmill Point Road prop-
erty owner; notified Northum-
berland authorities of a call for 
assistance in the Heathsville 
area, and a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash on Bluff Point Road; 
removed a large animal carcass 
from the roadway on Old Salem 
Road; and destroyed an injured 
game animal on Ocran Road.

January 26: Staff notified 
the water utility company of 
a water line break near Mary 
Ball and White Chapel roads; 
responded to a suspicious 
person complaint in the area 
of Fishermen’s Bend Road, 
and to an abandoned vehicle 
complaint in the 3400 block of 
Irvington Road (disabled vehi-
cle removed later).

Staff also conducted 12 traf-
fic stops, issued three sum-

monses, assisted four motorists, 
reported two deer strike acci-
dents, investigated 9 building 
alarms, logged six inmate trans-
ports, received 21 911 hang up 
calls and fielded three calls for 
animal control.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to an 
electrical line fire on Pinckards-
ville Road and a chimney fire in 
the 2200 block of Black Stump 
road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins last week reported 
charges against f ive individ-
uals.
Felony

Clifton Wade Smith Jr., 32, of 
Montross was charged January 
25 with carrying a concealed 
weapon without a permit, 
second offense, reckless han-
dling of a firearm and being 
drunk In public.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg woman, 50, was 
charged January 19 with reck-
less driving.

A Heathsville man, 25, was 
charged January 22 on a capias/
attachment of the body with 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court.

A Heathsville woman, 40, 
was charged January 24 with 
assault and battery.

A Farnham woman, 24, was 
charged January 24 with assault 
and battery.

The Agenda
Local Government News

White Stone has received a 
$30,000 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Plan-
ning Grant from the Virginia 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development to 
conduct a housing and infra-
structure needs assessment. An 
engineering study is under way 
and an update on the progress 
of the study will be presented. 
The town has also identified 
and contacted some of the 
homeowners and potential cli-
ents for the revitalization proj-
ect, according to Frere. 

The meeting will allow for 
input in identifying housing 
and infrastructure needs within 
the proposed project area. 

The town’s project manage-
ment team will meet at 4 p.m. 
in the Town Hall, 433 Rappah-
annock Drive.

the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge, and to a disturbance 
call in the 5300 block of Morat-
tico Road (open line; deputies 
determined this to have been a 
verbal incident only); notified 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a downed 
tree blocking access to Nugent 
Lane, and Northumberland 
authorities of an animal control 
complaint on Kent Cove Road; 
received a walk-in complaint 
of a protective order violation 
(complainant declined to pros-
ecute); and checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services 
needed). 

January 23: Staff 
responded to a possible larceny 
complaint on Woods Drive (no 
criminal incident), to a domestic 
disturbance in the 800 block of 
Nuttsville Road, to a man with 
gun call on Light Ship Way, to 
a disorderly conduct complaint 
on Regina Road, with Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a shoplifting call on Irving-
ton Road, to an E911 disconnect 
call from Chesapeake Drive 

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.
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With today’s growing interest in health, nutrition and fi tness, Bay HealthStyles is a 
great opportunity for businesses to let 15,200 potential customers know about their 
products and services that can lead to a better quality of life. Bay HealthStyles is a 

supplement that will be inserted in the Southside Sentinel and the Rappahannock Record.

HealthStyles BAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula      2015
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Call Wendy or Libby at the Southside Sentinel 758-2328 or email wpayne@ssentinel.com

Call Sara, Marilyn or Troy at the Rappahannock Record 435-1701 or email mail@rapprecord.com

LANCASTER—The fol-
lowing cases were heard in 
Lancaster Circuit Court on 
January 23 by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III.

Kyle Lee George’s hearing 
on misdemeanor charges of 
manufacture and distribution 
of marijuana was continued 
to April 24 pending additional 
indictments by the grand jury. 
A trial date will be set on April 
24.

Demetria Key’s trial on a 
charge of misdemeanor shop-
lifting was continued to 9 a.m. 
March 13 due to the defen-
dant’s family emergency.

Nicholas Vaughn Beale was 
released from supervised pro-
bation after completing a sub-
stance abuse program.

Joseph James Baum’s trial 
on a charge of forgery of public 
records was set for 9 a.m. Feb-
ruary 27.

James Martime Seller’s 
show cause hearing for alleged 
probation violations on nine 
felony charges was continued 
to 9 a.m. February 27.

Allen Conaway’s show cause 
hearing for alleged probation 
violations on four felonies was 
continued to 9 a.m. March 30.

Carlesha Shawvel Reed’s 
show cause hearing for alleged 
probation violations on three 
felony and five misdemeanor 
charges was continued to 9 
a.m. April 24.

Dwayne Lee Jackson’s trial 
on a misdemeanor shoplifting 
charge was continued to 9 a.m. 
May 29.

Ryan James Fisher’s trial on 
a charge of misdemeanor DWI 

was continued to 9 a.m. April 
24.

Jordan Segar was assigned 
a court appointed attorney to 
represent him on two charges 
of distribution of marijuana. 
His case was scheduled for 9 
a.m. March 30.

Matthew Quentin Rosner 
was sentenced to 10 years 
incarceration with all sus-
pended except time served, 
nine months and 15 days, 
for probation violation for 
shoplifting. Judge Taliaferro 
ordered him to remain in jail 
until he is transported to Staf-
ford County and entered into 
a rehabilitation program. His 
successful enrollment in the 
program will be reviewed at 9 
a.m. April 24. 

The status of Ronyece M. 
Turpin’s payment of restitu-
tion will be reviewed at 9 a.m. 
March 13.

Show cause charges against 
co-defendants Lewis T. Rice 
and Quanika Fisher were dis-
missed after they paid full res-
titution.

Purcell O’Neil Owens’s 
show cause hearing on alleged 
probation violations for assault 
and battery and DUI, resulted 
in the judge imposing an active 
eight-month sentence to run 
concurrently with a prior sen-
tence, plus 60 days.

Frank Reese’s payment of 
restitution was reviewed. A 
new review date was set for 
9 a.m. July 24 at which time 
Reese is expected to pay the 
remaining $450.

Eric Lee George’s case of 
alleged probation violations on 
nine felonies was continued to 
9 a.m. March 30.

John Christopher Robbins 
pled guilty to eight felony 
counts of breaking and enter-
ing and grand larceny in a 
bench trial. Six other charges 
were nolle prosequi. Judge 
Taliaferro sentenced him to a 
total of 40 years with 37 years 
suspended and an active sen-
tence of three years. He will 
have two years of supervised 
probation, must participate in 
a substance abuse program and 
make restitution in the amount 
of $57,966.

John Arthur Jones Jr. pled 
guilty to felony destruction of 
property. He was sentenced to 
five years, all suspended, one 
year supervised probation and 
participation in a substance 
abuse program. No restitution 
was required because Jones 
had fixed or replaced the prop-
erty.

The show cause against 
Tyrel Marquis Dorrough was 

dismissed after restitution was 
paid in full.

Rajaeh Jeffarries Smith’s 
attorney filed a motion to 
appeal the convictions on five 
felonies for use of a firearm in 
a felony, grand larceny, abduc-
tion and assault. Attorney Brent 
Jackson also filed a motion to 
withdraw from the case and 
appoint a new attorney. The 
judge granted the motions and 
appointed Will Hubbard to rep-
resent the defendant.

John Robert George’s show 
cause on a felony probation 
violation charge was continued 
to April 24.

Montae Javon Smith’s show 
cause on charges of one felony 
and three misdemeanor viola-
tions was continued to April 
24.

Darran Otis Minott’s trial 
on a charge of misdemeanor 
assault was continued to 9 a.m. 
March 13.

Monta Devon Lee’s sentenc-
ing for felony eluding police 
and misdemeanor driving on 
suspended license was contin-
ued to 9 a.m. February 27.

Mya T. Sumiel’s show cause 
on alleged probation violations 
on two felonies was continued 
due to the defendant not show-
ing verification of completing 
of community service. The 
case was continued to 9 a.m. 
April 30.

Shirena T. Betts’ review of 
show cause for alleged proba-
tion violation on four felonies 
was continued to 9 a.m. March 
13.
Grand jury

A Lancaster Circuit Court 
Grand Jury convening January 
23 returned the following true 
bills of indictment: 

Sharon Harrison Estabrook 
was indicted on one charge of 
grand larceny. A hearing is set 
for April 10.

Kyle Lee George was 
indicted on charges of manu-
facture of a controlled sub-
stance and three charges of 
drug distribution. Trial has not 
been set.

James Tirrell Thomas was 
indicted on a charge of mali-
cious assault resulting in injury. 
A hearing is set for March 30.

Jeannie C. Dunworth was 
indicted on two charges of lar-
ceny. Arraignment is set for 
February 9. 

Wallace Evans Rice was 
indicted on two charges of 
forgery and one of larceny. A 
hearing is set for March 30.

Luther Chinn was indicted 
on a charge of malicious shoot-
ing. A hearing date is set for 
April 10. 

Joseph Derrell Harcum was 
indicted on a charge of mali-
cious wounding and theft. A 
bench trial is scheduled for 
March 30.

GLENNS—At a January 
19 meeting in the lecture 
halls at both Rappahannock 
Community College cam-
puses, the Rev. Keith Parham 
shared his thoughts on the 
changes that have taken place 
in American attitudes since 
Dr. Martin Luther King was 
assassinated.

 “King is not just an Ameri-
can hero,” said Rev. Parham, 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Hockley. “He is an interna-
tional hero due to his stance 
on change through non-vio-
lence.” 

Few today can understand 
the restrictions imposed on 
people of color during King’s 
times, such as not being 
allowed to do simple things 
like entering a public build-
ing by the main door or sit-
ting wherever they chose in 

Rappahannock Community College event recognizes Dr. King’s legacy

From left are Student Support Services counselor Tanya Oliver, administrative 
assistant Karen Lewis, the Rev. Keith Parham, Dr. David Keel and Dr. Donna Alexander.

idation, thanks to Dr. King. 
All that he did still lives on in 
this room.”

As yet “all things are not 
perfect,” he added. Where 
atrocities still occur, people 
must respond with dignity 
and discipline. “We cannot 
change anything through 
violence,” said Rev. Parham. 
“We must sit down with our 
adversaries and change hatred 
through dialogue.”

Quoting the familiar “I 
have a dream” passage from 
King’s 1963 speech, Rev. 
Parham reminded his audi-
ence that “the dream still 
moves forward. Much is left 
to be done,” he said. “Work 
toward his legacy. Work to 
make his dreams a living 
reality.” As an example of 
how long it sometimes takes 
to institute effective changes, 

he cited the fact that Martin 
Luther King Day was recog-
nized by all 50 states only 
in the year 2000. A survey 
from the Bloomberg Bureau 
of National Affairs states that 
even now, only three out of 10 
employers give workers that 
day off with pay. Colleges, 
however, choose to honor 
King’s memory and ideals by 
remaining open to continue 
the process of education.

The event was sponsored 
by Student Support Ser-
vices. Administrative officer 
Lorraine Justice welcomed 
attendees, including col-
lege president Dr. Elizabeth 
“Sissy” Crowther, vice presi-
dent of instruction and stu-
dent development Dr. Donna 
Alexander and dean of stu-
dent development Dr. David 
Keel.

a restaurant or a bus; and 
beyond these inconveniences, 
the terror inspired by a burn-
ing cross or a lynch mob, he 
said. 

He spoke of an occasion 
when King received a tele-

phone message threatening 
to kill him and his family 
if he did not leave town. 
After hours of thought, King 
decided that it was worth 
dying if his death would give 
others the opportunity to be 

free.
“I, too, experienced those 

things,” said Rev. Parham. “I 
give thanks to Dr. King today 
because I no longer have to 
endure them. Now we can live 
our lives without fear or trep-

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

It has become the fad 
that special events such 
as births, weddings, and 
graduations are posted 
on Facebook or some 
other social media but 
not announced with 
the traditional card 
announcement. Many 
people do not frequent 
these sites, so they 
never hear the news. 
I think it is insensitive 
of the younger gen-
eration to exclude the 
very people who have 
watched them grow 
up and would love to 
share the joy of the 
event. What are your 
thoughts?

Teresa, White Stone

Dear Teresa,
We have come with star-

tling speed to the point of 
entrusting our most special 
social interaction to electron-
ics, leaving behind those who 
either cannot, or do not care to, 
engage in social media. How-
ever, we have control only over 
our own decisions regarding 
the internet. 

A thoughtful graduate, bride 
or bridegroom realizes that 
fourth cousin Pete, or Mrs. 
Jones who babysat her 15 years 
ago, may not be on Facebook. 
Instead of hoping these people 
who have meant much to them 
hear the news from someone 
who is “connected,” it is safer 

and more respectful for them to 
write, send an announcement, 
or call to tell them their mile-
stone news. Facebook certainly 
serves well to get the word out 
for many occasions for rejoic-
ing —a new puppy, baby’s first 
birthday pictures, recovery 
from nasal reconstruction—but 
relying on it to reach everyone 
regarding life’s biggest occa-
sions is unwise.  

I’d like to include a plug 
for elegance and dignity. 
Weddings and graduation cer-
emonies are rites of passage, 
and society has long marked 
them with solemnity as well 
as festivity. It is fitting for 
such times to be announced 
with complementary dignity. 
Engraved, printed, or handwrit-
ten announcements reflect the 
significance and worthiness 
of the event. A message aired 
on Facebook does not. Just as 
a whisper will often get more 
respectful attention than a 
shout, so a written invitation 
or announcement can dignify 
the event more than one that is 
broadcast.

Thank you, Teresa!
Ginger Philbrick is the 

owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited 
to e-mail your manners ques-
tions to her and she will 
respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP!

Because You Are Polite...
                Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick
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January Special: FREE in-home consultation

Kilmarnock Tax and Accounting  Services
2015 Tax Season Hours:
Mon and Thurs:  9:00am - 8:00pm
Tue, Wed, & Fri:  9:00am -  5:00pm

Sat By Appointment Only

For all Your Tax & Accounting
Needs, Contact William Smith

 
 

Call Today

for an Appointment
The Palmer Building
22 East Church Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
(804) 436-0829

KTAS

M/V WORK HORSE
MACHINE & DOCK WORKS

Floating Dock Systems 
Installed - Custom Built

We Also Service & Repair
Damaged Pilings and Docks.
Aluminium - Wood - Plastic
All Types Welding, Diving, 

Mechanical & Transportation Services

 Please Call For Estimates & Info

Call For Our Full Range 

of Services & Solutions.

$10,000 smile
The Lancaster Community Library recently announced 
that Nancy Rowland won the $10,000 grand prize in the 
annual Library Lottery. From left, lottery chairman John 
Pace presents Rowland her winning check. Other prize 

Jimmy Robertson.

IRVINGTON—River Counties Com-
munity Foundation (RCCF) is accepting 
grant applications from nonprofit organi-
zations serving Lancaster, Middlesex and 
Northumberland counties. 

The community grants program pro-
vides funds to organizations and agen-
cies to implement or continue initiatives 
that have direct community impact and 
improve the quality of life for residents, 
said regional grants management associ-
ate Leslie A. Franklin.

Grantmaking focuses on four stra-
tegic areas, with desired community 
results: Educational Success—young 
people’s achievement in school, com-
munity engagement and preparation for 
the workforce; Health and Wellness—
community safety and health; Cultural 
Vibrancy—access to and an appreciation 
for arts and cultural opportunities; and 
Economic Prosperity—ensuring that the 
region’s resources are sustainable and 

its residents are economically stable and 
secure.  

While community grants are awarded 
at the discretion of RCCF, funds with 
geographic or nonprofit priorities are 
aligned with corresponding needs, to 
ensure donors’ charitable legacies con-
tinue in perpetuity, explained Franklin.

In 2014, RCCF awarded over $291,000 
in community grants to 50 selected orga-
nizations. A list of grants, guidelines 
and application forms can be found at 
rivercountiescf,org, or contact Franklin at 
438-9414, or lfranklin@tcfrichmond.org. 
Completed applications and required sup-
plemental information must be submitted 
electronically by 4:30 p.m. April 1.

A GiveRiverCounties portrait is 
required of most organizations applying 
for a grant.

“The portraits provide programmatic, 
financial, governance and management 
information, ensuring the best steward-

ship of grants,” said grants committee 
chairman Mary Elizabeth Hoinkes.

Organizations exempt from this 
requirement include churches, fire and 
rescue departments, public schools and 
government agencies.  All portraits must 
be current and updated by the grant dead-
line.

River Counties Community Foun-
dation, an affiliate of The Community 
Foundation Serving Richmond and Cen-
tral Virginia, was established in 1996 to 
enhance the quality of life in Lancaster, 
Northumberland and Middlesex counties. 

The foundation encourages philan-
thropy by making it simple, flexible and 
cost-effective; ensures that the charitable 
intent of donors will be met in perpetu-
ity; and serves as effective stewards of its 
philanthropic assets.

To establish a charitable legacy, contact 
regional director Margaret Nost at 438-
9414, or mnost@tcfrichmond.org.

LANCASTER—The North-
ern Neck Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA) program 
recently was awarded certifi-
cation by the National CASA 
Association.

This certification recognizes 
that Northern Neck CASA is 
in compliance with National 
CASA’s standards for quality 
child advocacy, as well as the 
quaility of its work for abused 
and neglected children.

“The National CASA quality 
assurance process is very rigor-
ous, reflects our commitment 
to ensure every child we serve 
has the most powerful volun-
teer advocate working on their 
behalf,” said National CASA 
Association chief executive offi-
cer Michael Piraino. “This cer-
tification says Northern Neck 
CASA has demonstrated to us a 
strong capacity to provide excel-
lent services to the abused and 
neglected children within their 
community.”

The Northern Neck CASA 

program was incorporated in 
2001 and to date has served over 
350 children with an average of 
15 volunteers at any given time.  

“Northern Neck CASA is an 
invaluable resource for the court 
in addressing issues affecting 
children, said Judge R. Michael 
McKenney. “The devoted vol-
unteers who serve as advocates 
for children are well-trained 
and experienced. These volun-
teers share their time and tal-
ents to ensure that the concerns 
of children before the court are 
addressed. Thanks to CASA, 
children of the Northern Neck 
have a friend in court.”

“CASA, over the years, was 
most helpful to the court in gath-
ering up all the facts in a particu-
lar case and very professionally 
reporting same to the court,” 
said Judge J. Matson Davis.

Those interested in advo-
cating for the best interests 
of children, contact director 
Betty Wirth at 462-0881, or 
bwnncsa@kaballero.com.

River Counties Community Foundation 
grants program applications due April 1

Love is in the air . . . 
here at the Rappahannock Record!

Since we Love our customers, we’re offering Free Red spot color 

for all Valentine’s Day Special ads!
Call 435-1701 or email mail@rapprecord.com

Northern Neck CASA
program is awarded
national certification

 Film wins award
“Rappahannock,” a 40-minute 

movie about the history and 
ecology of the Rappahannock 
River, won the fifth annual RVA 
Environmental Film Festival 
local documentary film contest. 
Commissioned by Friends of the 
Rappahannock, it was produced 
and directed by Oscar-nominee 
Bayley Silleck, co-produced by 
Ed Sandtner and edited by Rob 
Cleaton, all of Fredericksburg.

The award includes a $1,000 
prize and top billing for the 
final day of the film festival, the 
first week of February at loca-
tions throughout Richmond. 
“Rappahannock” will be shown  
between 3 and 5 p.m. February 8 
at the Byrd Theatre. 

TAPPAHANNOCK—In 
rural communities of eastern 
Virginia, the obscure stories 
of thousands of deceased 
African Americans are find-
ing their way to the internet.

The Virginia African-
American Funeral Programs 
project began five years ago 
as a collaborative initiative 
between FamilySearch and 
Middle Peninsula African-
American Genealogical and 
Historical Society of Vir-
ginia, reported president 
Bessida Cauthorne White.

Over 10,000 funeral pro-
grams were digitized, and 
over 200,000 names of the 
deceased persons and their 
families and friends men-
tioned in the programs were 
linked by volunteers and 
published in a free search-
able database at familyse-

arch.org, said White.
“Funeral programs are a 

veritable treasure trove of 
family history information 
because they provide such a 
wealth of information about 
the deceased,”she said. 

A typical funeral program 
includes birth and death dates 
and places and the names of 
parents, spouse, children, 
and other relatives. The biog-
raphies included on most of 
the programs are mini-his-
tories that add a glimpse of 
the decedent’s personality by 
disclosing schools attended, 
work history, church and 
organization affiliation, hob-
bies and accomplishments. 
Funeral programs may con-
tain multiple photographs 
of the deceased and family 
members.

“We often use the printed 

Rural digitization project sheds light on African-American lives
copies of the funeral pro-
grams to answer family his-
tory inquiries,” said White. 
“To be able to finally search 
the programs electronically 
will be tremendous.” 

Years ago it was not always 
easy for African Americans 
to get their obituaries pub-
lished in newspapers, she 
said. In contemporary times, 
while many African Ameri-
cans submit obituaries to 
newspapers, the charges for 
publication can limit the 
length of the obituary. 

“Funeral programs don’t 
have those limitations. You 
get a much richer picture of 
the deceased person,” added 
White. 

The society is working 
with FamilySearch to begin 
the next round of the Virginia 
African-American Funeral 

Programs project. Those 
interested in having their 
funeral programs included 
may contact MPAAGHS at 
758-5163, or mpaaghs.va@
gmail.com.

Club supports Operation Smile
The Woman’s Club of Northumberland County recently 
donated $1,000 to Operation Smile along with numerous 
blankets, stuffed animals and toiletries. The blankets 
were handmade by members of the club. From left are 
Kathy Phillips of Operations Smile and Judy Rossi of the 
Woman’s Club Northumberland County.   

NEWS 
BREAK

Gift Subscriptions
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For the past four years, our family has been 
watching the PBS period soap opera, 

“Downton Abbey,” and this year, its fifth, we 
also watched the promotional program that 
discussed the various attempts to make the 
program as historically accurate as possible. 
As with all dramas, artistic license can prof-
fer an excuse for fuzzy plot developments, 
but often without occasional annoying little 
overtones. 

Throughout the course of the series, the 
audience has not been told the derivation of the 
name, although Lord Grantham has at times 
referenced his ancestral fealty to the place. To 
use the term “abbey” in the title implies that 
it once was a monastic community that would 
have fallen prey to the avaricious schemes 
of Henry VIII in the 16th century, when the 
monarchy seized all monastic properties and 
doled them out as feudal fiefs to the hench-
men who supported the crown. Personally, I 
should like to see that background referenced 
as the plots unfold.

Into the third and fourth year, the viewers 
came to encounter Lady Cora’s mother, Martha 
Levinson, a wealthy American with ostenta-
tious tastes, played by Shirley McLaine. Mrs. 
Levinson eschewed the wooings of a minor 
English lord, himself an impoverished wid-

ower anxious for remarriage. In her demur-
ral, she invited him to come to Newport to 
her “cottage” on Bellevue Avenue where she 
would host a party for him to meet eligible 
widows who would jump at the opportunity 
to enter the English aristocracy by marriage.

This season Lady Cora has referred to her 
father having been Jewish, which the name 
Levinson would indicate. The problem is that 
in the milieu of the 1920s, Jewish people were 
not part of the Newport social scene, and the 
“cottages” were owned by wealthy, exclusive 
American Protestants. The societal lines were 
rigidly drawn, and would not have included 

Mrs. Levinson. Ironically, English society 
was more open at the time, and several Chris-
tian families intermarried with Jewish fami-
lies, one of the most notable being that of an 
earlier Lord Canarvaron, the owner of High-
clere Castle, whose descendent, the Eighth 
Earl and present owner, allows the filming of 
the series in its fictionalized form, calling the 
place Downton Abbey. 

The Jewish separation in this country gave 
rise to one of the most beautiful cities in Flor-
ida where the architect Addison Misner devel-
oped Boca Raton because Palm Beach would 
not allow Jews to be part of its society, but 
Mrs. Levinson mentioned having a home in 
Palm Beach as well as Newport.

This past Sunday at one point, Lord 
Grantham was sitting in the library reading a 
newspaper the heading of which appeared to 
be that of The Times Of London, an obvious 
choice for a British aristocrat. If the paper was 
The Times, another inaccuracy has entered 
the setting in that in those days The Times 
published news stories on interior pages, with 
the front page displaying nothing but small 
classified ads. 

Many traditionalists became enraged 50 
years ago when the newspaper first moved the 
news stories to the front page. Indeed, others 

were pleased with the changed format, which 
continues to exist today. One of my teachers, 
an Englishman, was grumpy having to look 
through the paper to find the actual news he 
wanted to read. To depict the paper in Lord 
Grantham’s era, the stagers should have used 
a copy with advertisements on the front page.

Over the course of the program, cast mem-
bers who wanted to leave the show in their 
roles either moved away as with O’Brien, 
the scheming lady’s maid, or they were “died 
off,” as with Matthew Crawley or Thomas the 
footman. Upon her death, Lavinia, Matthew’s 
fiancée, was buried in the medieval church-
yard, a highly improbable possibility in that 
such repositories have been filled to capacity 
for centuries. Indeed, when Winston Churchill 
II died five years ago, he was squeezed into 
the churchyard at Bladon near Blenheim 
Palace to keep the Churchills together. For 
Lavinia, a similar occurrence is unrealistic.

All of what I have said herein does not 
take from the overall experience of seeing the 
insides of a great estate and the activities of 
all of its participants from the lord down to 
the undercook. The scope of the program is 
extraordinary, and the entertainment value is 
excellent, even if Lord Grantham’s newspaper 
is a bit too current.

This past Sunday at one 
point, Lord Grantham was 
sitting in the library reading 
a newspaper the heading of 
which appeared to be that 
of The Times Of London, an 
obvious choice for a British 
aristocrat.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

An evening mist dances on the headwaters of the Western Branch of the 
Corrotomman River.

Photo by Judy Ripley

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Over the last several months, I 
have enjoyed articles in the Rap-
pahannock Record regarding the 
recent Holly Ball—including 
this year’s theme of philanthropy.

I am certain that Mr. Lance 
Barton, orator for the evening 
and director of the Northern 
Neck Food Bank, made an 
impactful presentation. He and I 
have discussed how best to help 
those we deem to be “less fortu-
nate,” and this issue is the topic 
of my current letter.

These young women, their 
escorts, and classmates are 
about to step from adolescence 
into adulthood. The Holly Ball 
provides an element of mentor-
ing in that it offers the commu-
nity an additional opportunity to 
help adolescents develop a skill 
set and world view that increases 
the likelihood that they will be 
constructive citizens.

In hopes that we teach the 
next generation to help in ways 
that promote growth rather than 
dependency, and with all respect 
to Mr. Barton and my fellow 
members of the helping commu-
nity, I suggest the next Holly Ball 
be based on entrepreneurship. I 
suggest that the next orator be a 
woman from the world of busi-
ness, who will speak on the issue 
of how best to create jobs and 
businesses so that more of the 
less-fortunate have opportunities 
for gainful employment.

Andrew J. Billups, PsyD,
Licensed Clinical Psychologist,

Kilmarnock

YOUR LETTERS

Opportunity
for mentorship

The January 22 letter enti-
tled “Rebutting hypothesis” 
attempts to make the irrational 
argument that individual acts 
are the same as acts commit-
ted by an army of people who 
profess to slaughter in their 
self-proclaimed religious ide-
ology.  

Timothy McVeigh did not 
announce that he was com-
mitting terrorism in the name 
of Jesus. David Koresh was 
identified by religion and 
condemned by every Chris-
tian and Jewish community 
in America. The KKK did 
at some point claim Chris-
tian righteousness for their 
actions. They were and are 
today loudly condemned by 
all faiths.

The abortion murders were 
in fact individual acts carried 
out by single persons with-
out the backing of any Chris-
tian or Jewish organization. 
Additionally, all Christian 
and Jewish faiths condemned 
loudly the actions of those 
individuals.

In the Irish conflicts they 
were in fact identified by reli-
gion, either Irish Catholic or 
Protestant.

Not in any of the cited cases 
were the streets of America 
lined with people cheering 
those who committed the 
murders. Not in a single one 
of those cases was there a 
religious leader teaching it 
is heroic to kill in the name 
of God or Jesus. There are 
many Islamic IMAMs who 

There is a
difference

have been identified as doing 
exactly that. 

When a so-called Christian 
organization goes against the 
principles of the church we 
shout condemnation loudly. 
It is time for all Muslims to 
do the same. Example, when 
the Westboro Baptist Church 
attempts to interfere with mil-
itary funerals we stand up to 
prevent them. Whereas, many 
Muslims stand and cheer a 
beheading or mass murder of 
innocents.

The argument that singular 
acts are equal to an Army with 
the self-professed Islamic 
ideology to murder those that 
do not accept their religious 
belief is frankly quite disturb-
ing. They are in fact Islamic 
terrorist.

Al Hall, 
Reedville

I’d like to comment on an 
article in the Rappahannock 
Record January 22 titled 
“Legal unpasteurized milk 
sales result in foodborne ill-
ness, according to recent 
study.”

First the article claims that 
between 2007 and 2009 there 
were 30 food related illnesses 
caused by unpasteurized 
milk, and between 2010 and 
2012 there were 51.

There is no mention of 
how many thousands of gal-
lons were consumed, and how 
many thousands of individu-
als consumed unpasteurized 
milk. I think these figures 

Article lacks

would be vital in understand-
ing the risk.

The article goes on to state 
that between 2007 and 2012 
(6 years), 979 people became 
ill and 73 were hospitalized. 
That averages out to 163 
people a year became sick 
nationwide.

And no mention of how 
many thousands of gallons 
were consumed, and how 
many thousands of individu-
als consumed unpasteurized 
milk. 163 people getting sick 
per year is pretty insignificant. 

The author’s speculation 
that someone getting sick 
from raw milk will have an 
effect on all milk products is 
unfounded. Is there any data 
to show this happened, and 
if so how long did it take for 
the locality to come back to 
its normal milk purchasing 
quotas?

 This is a non-issue and can 
be accepted easily by put-
ting a caution label on all the 
raw milk products, much like 
every meat product does, and 
every prescription medica-
tion, and every pack of ciga-
rettes, and every bottle of beer 
and alcohol. Oh, I did men-
tion tobacco sales. Tobacco is 
a known toxin, and killer. But 
the state still allows the pro-
duction and sales of this toxic 
product.

My vote is for the Food 
Freedom Act, to let the local 
small farmer provide the 
community with raw milk 
that they produce on their 
farms.

Bob Morazes,
Lancaster

YOUR LETTERS

I believe Muslim terrorists 
want to publicize their atrocities 
in order to scare us into submis-
sion, and have tricked the media 
into playing their game.

Franco sympathizers in Madrid 
during the Spanish Civil War in 
1936 had four columns marching 
on Madrid and claimed a “fifth 
column” of sympathizers in the 
city ready to attack from within. 
The hidden cells were called Fifth 
Columnists. The Isis terrorists 
are utilizing the same approach 
with their “Sleeper Cells” lurk-
ing in Western countries around 
the world. These hidden threats, 
ready to attack without warning, 
are virtually impossible to dis-
cover and eradicate.

Also, the Muslim terrorists 
want us to believe that all Mus-
lims are against us and we are 
outnumbered. This is not true. 
Therefore, I propose the follow-
ing six-part anti-Muslim terrorist 
plan:

-
munity that is following the true 
teachings of Muhammad and 
the Qur’an should denounce the 
Muslim terrorists and work with 
Western law enforcement agen-
cies to help stop the violence and 
to prove to the rest of the world 
that the Muslim terrorists are 
not the true representations of 
Islam…if that is true.

Anti-Muslim
terrorist plan

of the terrorist organizations that 
claim credit for an attack.

attack, report only that an event 
occurred and any casualties.

-
ists use bullets smeared with pig 
blood. Muslims are forbidden to 
touch pigs or they won’t go to 
Allah.

killed, bury them with slaugh-
tered bloody pig remains.

were killed, the bullets they were 
killed with, how they were killed, 
and how they were buried.

The “pigs” approach is what 
General Black Jack Pershing 
used to stop Muslim terrorist 
actions in the Philippines early in 
the last century, and it worked.

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

According to a recent letter 
in the Record, the 99th District 
Tea Party recently heard from a 
former FBI agent, supposedly an 
“expert” on “radical Islam.” The 
speaker was John Guandolo, who 
runs a one-man operation called 
UnderstandingtheThreat.com. 

Guandolo served five years as 
a Marine Corps officer and was 
then hired by the FBI. Guandolo 
left the FBI during the corruption 
case involving former Louisiana 
Rep. William Jefferson, amid 
revelations that Guandolo alleg-
edly had sexual relationships with 
another FBI agent and a govern-
ment informant on the case (New 
Orleans Times-Picayune, 27 Sep-
tember 2009).

His claims that he “trains” law 
enforcement agencies don’t hold 
much water—he was dropped by 
the Virginia State Police. After 
the Sedgwick County, Kan., 
sheriff’s office dropped him, he 
accused them of being “pressured 
by Hamas and the Muslim Broth-
erhood” and of placing Kansans 
in greater danger.

Guandolo is one of several indi-
viduals—mostly failed former 
law enforcement or military per-
sonnel—who shop themselves 
around as experts on Islam. They 
concoct lurid, attention-grabbing 
tales about the evils of Islam and 
make wild charges about the 
“radical Muslim threat” to the 
U.S. For more facts about him, 
search for Guandolo on the righ-
twingwatch.com and loonwatch.
com websites.

Mr. Guandolo’s claims include:

removed from office because he 
committed treason by saying ISIS 
is not Islamic. 

dangerous states because of 
sharia law. 

secretly converted to Islam.
Of course, Mr. Guandolo did 

speak to a Tea Party group where 
it appears he and his fantasies 
were right at home.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

of Islam make
extreme claims

February is knocking on the 
front door. Valentine’s Day ain’t 
far off and I have yet to land a 
sweetheart.

The guys tell me I shouldn’t 
write about trying to find a mate. 
They say it sounds like I might 
be too desperate, there’s some-
thing wrong with me, or it just 
ain’t right.

I value their opinion. But, I’m 
not sure I’d follow their advice. 
Most of them are single, too.

It got me to thinking, however, 
so I did a little research on dating 
and what not.

I discovered I might be 
socially challenged.

I could just be shy, or I could 
be afflicted with social anxiety 
disorder—a SAD state of affairs.

I came across a test and with-
out going into too much detail, I 
flunked it.

It was one of those psycho-
logical standards where you’re 
to give a canned response to a 
particular social behavior. The 
responses are assigned varying 
levels of severity to the situation 
and a corresponding value.

I responded honestly.
Topics ranged from being ner-

vous when approaching others to 
personal appearances. 

The results indicate that 
my anxiety has an impact on 
dating—like I don’t already 
know it.

They guys will tell me I 
should never have revealed all 
this. They’ll wave the too much 
information flag and say I’m 
turning the ladies off.

However, my research shows 
that ladies appreciate a good, 
honest man.

I’m looking for a good 
hearted, honest woman. Why 
shouldn’t I be honest?

I may be borderline SAD.
Like I said, Valentine’s Day 

is on the incoming tide and I’m 
available.

I’m also a Christian. I’m a 
middle age riverneck between 
boats, gainfully employed and a 
property owner. 

I’m a cancer survivor. I’m 
diabetic. I work out a few times 
a week.

I like to read. I appreciate 
all kinds of music. I prefer the 
fiction of James Lee Burke. I 
prefer hillbilly gospel music, 
classic rock and Emmylou 
Harris.

I enjoy concerts, dancing, 
plays, movies, fine dining, 
romantic walks on the beach and 
mountain hikes.

I’ve been married once. I’m 
childless. And my heart’s been 
broken many times.

I’m monogamous. I’m not 
into one-night stands or casual 
flings. 

My idea of a perfect date 
would be to pack a bag, go to the 
airport and pick a destination for 
a weekend getaway.

Be my valentine. All responses 
will be considered —honest.



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A7

riversideonline.com

Dr. Wind has what 
it takes to practice 

orthopaedics 
anywhere he wants.

We’re glad he’s here.
As a fellowship-trained orthopaedic surgeon, Tyler Wind, 

MD, has the background and specialized skills in joint 

replacement, minimally invasive surgery and sports medicine 

that would make him a welcome addition to any medical 

staff in the country. His decision to practice here means 

that people in communities throughout the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula can count on exceptional surgical and 

non-surgical orthopaedic care. To make an appointment 

with Dr. Wind please call  Northern Neck Bone & 

Joint at (804) 443-8670.

Tappahannock Hospital

The HEROES of Hometown Healthcare

Do You Remember?
The Watch Station (above) was at Edwardsville. During World War II, volunteers 
manned these stations and reported all airplane sightings to the War Department in 
Washington, D.C., by telephone through the Heathsville operator. Store owner John 
Henry Edwards was in charge of this Watch Station and received a medal from the 
War Department for having one of the best records for keeping someone on duty at 
all times. From left are Allen Cordrey and Melvin Dunaway. A Watch Station also was 
in the Ditchley area, added Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do 
you Remember?” is a community service of the museum. Photo courtesy of Lee Cordrey

YESTERYEAR

(Reprints from the January 27, 1905, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Irvington
Bonzell Bussells, of Baltimore, is visiting 

his brother, Capt. J. E. Bussells.
Capt. A. J. Hamilton and W. D. Wilder 

repaired the phone line to Ocran last week.
Mrs. F. A. Gunby is in Baltimore, called 

there by slight indisposition of Miss Caro-
line Gunby.

Orders can be left for oak and pine wood 
at the Citizen’s office.

Capt. Bob Hart, of steamer Middlesex, 
dropped in to see us while his boat was tied 
up here yesterday.

Mrs. R. S. Mitchell and little son, 
Gunyon, have been spending a week with 
relatives at Sharps.

Spencer Dennis, of West Irvington, is 
spending some time with his daughter, Mrs. 
J. H. Baugher, in Baltimore.

Members of Irvington Station of the Oys-
terman’s Union are requested to meet Satur-
day night at Orris James’ store.

Pupils at the Chesapeake are in the midst 
of intermediate examinations.  All is not 
serene around the halls of learning.

Kilmarnock
R. D. Carter is having a fine residence 

erected on the lot on road to Eubank’s 
wharf.

For the first time in many years faithful 
old Andrew Barber balked at toting the mail 
to Irvington during the blizzard Wednesday. 
And who can blame him? 26 cents a day for 
an eleven-mile round-trip is the pricely sum 
Uncle Sam pays his faithful “Friday.”

Kilmarnock is sure to have its new Man-
sonic Temple in this year of grace 1905.   
Capt. Geo. P. Squires has been entrusted 
with the order to construct it, and she is a 
“go,” and no doubt of it now.

Weems
Preaching at Baptist chapel here next 

Sunday morning by Rev. F. W. Claybrook.

Misses Laura and Myrtle Haywood and 
Olyn Robinson, of Rehoboth, were visiting 
Mrs. Smither the past week.

Mrs. Mamie F. Owen has returned from 
Norfolk, where she has been visiting 
friends.

J. O. Haydon has sold his house here to S. 
J. Hughes.

Miss Myrtle Lumpkin, of Essex, who 
has been visiting Mrs. Oscar Ashburn, has 
returned home.

W. A. Ball spent Sunday at Rehoboth. He 
was accompanied home by his daughter, 
Miss Mattie, who has been spending a few 
weeks with her aunt, Miss Maggie Lamkin.

Charlie Efford and R. W. Bottomly, who 
have been visiting Griffin Ashburn, have 
returned to their homes in Baltimore.

Mrs. R. L. Bryant, who has been quite 
sick, has improved.

Millenbeck
R. E. Norris, Jr., left here Friday last for 

Baltimore, where he will remain some time.
Mrs. L. D. Stoneham, of Mollusk, boarded 

steamer at this place Friday for Philadelphia.
Miss Alice K. Blakemore has returned 

home from her school on account of sick-
ness.

Mrs. L. F. Doggett was called one day 
last week to the bedside of her mother at 
Lara,who is very ill.

W. F. Dunaway has moved near Merry 
Point.

P. J. Warren, Jr., is in Baltimore visiting 
friends.

Geo. Homer, of Hartford County, Md., 
has moved to work on the farm for W. H. 
Warren.

Schooner Little Owens loaded with wood 
up Western Branch and Meyers Creek last 
week, and is now en route to Baltimore.

There was quite a large attendance at the 
Corrotoman Baptist Church on Sunday last.

T. I. Ratclife was in Baltimore this week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-

teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

This was the first full week 
of session and we have offi-
cially hit the ground running 
in the House of Delegates. 
Since this is only a 45-day ses-
sion, I have been hard at work 
introducing legislation to make 
Virginia a better place to live, 
work and raise a family.

On Wednesday, I presented 
my first testimony of the year 
in the House Courts criminal 
law subcommittee. My bill, 
HB749, provides the opportu-
nity for individuals who have 
had an emergency protec-
tive order taken out against 
them to have that public 
record expunged when it is 
determined by the courts that 
the accusation was false or 
baseless. Under current law, 
individuals who are falsely 
accused have no recourse for 
expunging that record and 
their sensitive personal infor-
mation becomes public record 
indefinitely. 

On Thursday, I chaired the 
first 2015 meeting of the House 
elections subcommittee, where 
we stopped several pieces of 
legislation that threatened to 
undermine the integrity of the 
voting process. Thank you for 
supporting me as I continue 
this important work. 

My first piece of legislation 
passed out of subcommittee for 
this year: HB2207 re-organizes 
the membership of the Virginia 
Broadband Advisory Council 
to give the legislature and rural 
communities a stronger voice 
in developing a healthy broad-
band infrastructure. In the 
Northern Neck, we know all 
too well the frustrations many 
in Virginia still face in trying 
to access broadband services. 

On Friday, I presented two 
of my joint resolutions in 
the House Rules Commit-
tee. HJ593 declares August 
“Losing Loved Ones in a 
Tragic Accident Month.” I 
am proud of all the hard work 

Christina Dempsey of King 
George has done to help pro-
mote this important cause.

HJ693 declares March 
as “Tax Withholding and 
Employer Contribution Aware-
ness Month.” During this 
month, the Commonwealth 
will work with the National 
Federation of Independent 
Business and the Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce to 
promote awareness of the true 
amount of state and federal 
withholdings so that employ-
ees better understand their tax 
contributions and the contribu-
tions made by employers on 
their behalf. This bill is a step 
in the right direction by making 
the process more transparent. 

Several constituents from 
the district also stopped by 
to share their opinions this 
week. The Monroe Bay Chris-
tian Academy and the Mon-
tross Tea Party dropped in on 
“Lobby Day” Monday. We 

also saw a group of wonderful 
students from the Richmond 
County SCA program. Rich-
mond County School Board 
members met with us to dis-
cuss legislative issues, as did 
King George, Richmond, and 
Caroline County Registrars, 
and Trey Davis, principal of 
the Northern Neck Techni-
cal Center. Richmond county 
administrator Morgan Quicke 
and sheriff Doug Bryant 
stopped in to say hello on 
Thursday. 

Lastly, I want to remind you 
one final time to take my leg-
islative survey at magaretran-
sone.com.

As always, it is an honor to 
serve as the voice of the 99th 
District in the Virginia House 
of Delegates. I hope to see and 
hear from more of you during 
session about issues you care 
about. I encourage you to 
reach out to my office in Rich-
mond at 698-1099.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

Last week marked the 
first full week of the 2015 
General Assembly session, 
with bills debated in com-
mittees and on the floor of 
the Senate. Short sessions, 
like the one this year, tend to 
move a little more briskly in 
order to handle the volume 
of legislation.

The final day to file bills 
to be considered this session 
was Friday. Before the dead-
line hit, the number of bills 
and resolutions was over 
2,000. 

The bills I have filed this 
session deal with a variety of 
concerns, and I have already 
presented some of them 
before committees.

I have always felt that any 
new governor, regardless 
of party, is at a disadvan-
tage when they come into 
the budget process. It is bad 
policy and an inherent weak-
ness to have outgoing gov-
ernors pass along spending 
proposals they do not have to 
deal with or operate under. 
That is why I have filed 
SB1051which would change 
the years the state budget is 
introduced.

Currently at the end of his 
term, a governor proposes the 

upcoming biennial budget 
weeks before leaving office. 
The succeeding governor 
must transition into office in 
the middle of a former gov-
ernor’s proposed budget and 
often does not support many 
items of the former gover-
nor’s proposed budget. 

This practice has been an 
inefficient process and my 
legislation would afford new 
governors their entire first 
year to carefully model and 
draft their budget. With the 
changes of my legislation, 
the state’s fiscal calendar 
year would begin in the odd 
numbered year and my col-
leagues and I would review 
the full budget during the 
session of that odd-num-
bered year; therefore, the 
budget would be introduced 
in the proceeding even num-
bered year by a governor. 
The bill passed the Senate 
finance committee.

I urge you to keep up with 
all of the legislation during 
the 2015 session at virgini-
ageneralassembly.gov. 

Last week was the first 
full week of the 2015 session 
and our hallways were filled 
with visitors.  For many Vir-
ginians, the week included a 

holiday, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. Since the General 
Assembly does not take holi-
days off, the two federal hol-
idays that fall during session 
are ideal times for people to 
visit their legislators.

I enjoyed seeing and 
catching up with Richmond 
County Sheriff Douglas A. 
Bryant and county admin-
istrator Morgan Quicke; 
as well as Northern Neck 
Regional Jail superintendent 
Ted Hull.

I  thank Sheriff Bryant for 
his years of service and for 
protecting our community. 
Robyn and I are sad that you 
are retiring at the end of this 
year, but know you will truly 
enjoy spending more time 
with your family.

I ran into Hanover board of 
supervisors members Wayne 
Hazzard and Dalton Luffey 
in the Capitol on their way to 
watch that day’s session.

New 
Addition?

Send us your 
birth announcements!

Editor@rapprecord.com
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Reserve your new home today and start 
embracing life this summer.

Throw off the winter doldrums and start planning for warmer days. Reserve your home at RWC 

before March 31, 2015. Then, move in by June 30, 2015 and we’ll waive your first month’s 

residential fee. Live in a neighborhood where you can be as active as you wish in the company of others 

who share your enthusiasm for life. Call 804-438-4000 to learn more or visit embracelifeatrwc.org.     

Reserve your new home before March 31, 2015. Then, move in by June 30, 2015 and we’ ll waive your first month’s residential fee.

Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2015 RWC 804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444   embracelifeatrwc.org   132 Lancaster Drive   Irvington, Virginia 22480 

150 Years Ago This Month
January 1865: 
The Thirteenth Amendment

On January 31, 1865, the House 
of Representatives passed the Thir-
teenth Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution abolishing slavery. This 
ended the amendment’s journey 
through Congress since the Senate 
had passed it in April 1864.

It stated, “Neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, 
or any place subject to their jurisdic-
tion.”

The amendment was then sent for 
ratification by at least three-fourths 
of the 36 states. The Confederate 
states were included since the U.S. 
did not recognize their secession, 
but it was expected that the Unionist 
states (28) could achieve the ratifica-
tion majority (27). This theory was 
not fully tested before the war ended 
and political situations changed.

By early March, the amendment 
was approved by 19 states. Virginia 
was counted because it acted through 
its minority Unionist legislature in 
Alexandria. Through governments 
placed by Lincoln, three other Con-
federate states ratified the amend-
ment before the war ended: Louisi-
ana, Arkansas and Tennessee. After 

the war, the process continued more 
slowly.  

Ratification was completed on 
December 6, 1865, with Georgia as 
the 27th state.

Five more states ratified the 
amendment by the end of January 
1866 and another in 1870. Three 
states that rejected the amendment in 
1865 approved it much later: Dela-
ware in 1901, Kentucky in 1976, and 
Mississippi in 2013! 

The headline on the front page of 
the New York Tribune on February 
1, 1865, read: “FREEDOM TRIUM-
PHANT. COMMENCEMENT OF A 
NEW ERA. DEATH OF SLAVERY. 
The Constitutional Amendment 
Adopted. Grandest Act Since the 
Declaration of Independence.” 

The reporter described the scene 
when the Speaker of the House 
announced the passage of the joint 
resolution by a vote of 119 to 56: 
“Thereupon rose a general shout 
of applause. The members on 
the floor huzzaed in chorus with 
equally emphatic cheers of the 
throng in the galleries. The ladies in 
the dense assemblage waved their 
handkerchiefs, and again and again 
the applause was repeated, inter-
mingled with the clapping of hands 
and exclamations of ‘Hurrah for 
Freedom!’, ‘Glory enough for one 
day!’ &c. The audience were wildly 
excited, and the friends of the mea-

sure jubilant. Never was a scene of 
such a character before witnessed in 
the House of Representatives; cer-
tainly not within the last quarter of a 
century.”

The Richmond Daily Dispatch 
printed some of the Union news 
reports, but added comments from 
the southern viewpoint. The Febru-
ary 6, 1865, issue read: “It will be 
seen by our extracts from Northern 
journals that the Yankee Congress 
have passed an amendment to the 
Constitution abolishing slavery 
throughout the United States, which, 
in their acceptation of that term, 
means also the Confederate States…
Whether the law shall ever be carried 
into effect as regards these Confed-
erate States remains to be decided by 
the sword.”

 The Dispatch disagreed with a 
New York Herald article, calling it 
a “rankling editorial.” The Herald 
stated, “We are informed that Mr. 
Seward [Secretary of State] attached 
great importance to the passage of 
this proposition through Congress, as 
the initial point for negotiations for 
peace with Jeff. Davis on the basis of 
a reconstruction of the Union.” The 
Dispatch countered instead that “Mr. 
Seward will find that it is the ‘initial 
point’ for a grand guffaw throughout 
the Confederacy at the folly of the 
Yankee nation.”

Confederates also used the Thir-

teenth Amendment to reinforce their 
cause. They portrayed the Union’s 
actions as a rallying cry that the 
South needed. In a Dispatch article 
from February 7, 1865, a satirical 
introduction led to serious conclu-
sions:

“From the bottom of our heart we 
thank the Federal Congress for this 
most timely and decisive legislation. 
We assure them that it did not come 
a moment too soon; that it is not in 
any way too stringent or too sweep-
ing….

“The United Sates Congress has 
abolished slavery in the United 
States…Let them make good their 
laws by deeds instead of words. 
We are going to resist them hence-
forth as one man, and to defend our 
hearthstones and our lives as men 
do who have no hope but in God and 
in their own right arms. The ‘moral 
strength’ of the Confederacy is this 
day restored as by a miracle…We 
shall maintain our cause, our institu-
tions, the integrity of our soldiers. 
We ask no more for peace, nor do we 
expect it, nor will we have it whilst 
the foot of a Yankee soldier pollutes 
this soil, or a hostile Yankee flag is 
unfurled on this continent.”

This monthly research article is a 
service of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library and Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial 
Committee.

Civil War Sesquicentennial

In the first few weeks of 
2015, conversations with folks 
in the First District have shown 
me that despite the arrival of a 
new Congress in Washington, 
Virginians remain skeptical of 
Congress’s ability to get things 
done. 

It is clear that it will take 
more than a few new faces to 
convince the American people 
their elected leaders are seri-
ous about achieving results. 
Instead, a change in the gov-
erning culture of Washington 
as a whole is absolutely critical 
to prove that Congress is capa-
ble of completing the business 
of this nation.

A major concern of mine 
is that Congress has become 
stuck in an unhealthy pattern 
in which budgets are neglected 
and government funding bills 
are put off until the last minute. 
Our constituents sent us here to 
do our jobs, and we must not 
procrastinate. Instead, Con-
gress must return to a state of 
regular budget order, in which 
it passes budgets and appropri-
ations bills on time rather than 
bloated, short-sighted funding 
bills at the eleventh hour. To 
that end, I introduced legisla-
tion to ensure better account-
ability.

The first is the No Budget, 
No Pay Act (H.R. 174). I 
believe that if members of 
Congress expect to be paid, 
we should do our jobs. This 
bill would prohibit members 
of the House or Senate from 
receiving pay if their respec-
tive chamber does not pass a 
budget by April 15, 2015. A 
long-term budget blueprint 
for the next fiscal year is abso-
lutely critical for long-term 
planning, and it sets guidelines 
for the appropriations bills that 
follow. There is no reason why 
we can’t get this done.

I have also introduced the 
Stay on Schedule (S.O.S) res-
olution (H. Res. 17), which 
would change congressional 
rules to prohibit the House of 
Representatives from taking 
an August recess unless it has 
passed all regular appropria-
tions bills to fund the govern-
ment by July 31. I have con-
sistently demanded that Con-
gress remain in Washington to 
complete the business of the 
nation. This resolution is a 
common-sense measure to get 
us on a path to regular budget 
order. 

I am honored and humbled 
to serve the First District in the 
new Congress, and I am com-
mitted to bringing account-
ability to Washington. The No 
Budget, No Pay Act and the 
S.O.S. resolution represent the 
first step toward achieving that 
goal. I am eager to build sup-
port for these pieces of legisla-
tion, and I will work tirelessly 
to secure their passage.

The
Congressional 
Report

by Rep. Rob Wittman

Tail-less
gourmand

“This ‘tail-less’ squirrel 
has been visiting our bird 
feeder every year for 
the past three years,” 
said Lawrence Taylor of 
Kilmarnock. “How he lost 
his tail, I don’t know.”

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11


