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Lancaster SOL
scores show signs
of improvement
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—In a Virginia
Department of Education (DOE)
report released Tuesday, Lancaster
schools showed gains in most categories of the Standards of Learning
(SOL) tests taken last spring, despite
higher standards and more rigorous
tests.
Lancaster Primary School scores
improved enough to earn it full
accreditation.
To be a fully accredited school in
Virginia, at least 75% of students
must reach
See detailed
state goals
0ERGEWXIVERH
in reading
Northumberland and writ730WGSVIWSR
ing and at
least 70%
page A4.
in mathematics, science and history. Schools
may average their scores over three
years to qualify.
District-wide, math jumped 51%,
to 60%, while writing made signiﬁcant strides, increasing 55% to 61%,
and social studies saw an incremental
gain from 67% to 68%.
Slipping slightly were reading,
from 62% to 60%, and science, from
64% to 63%.

According to Lancaster superintendent Steven Parker the numbers
represent the percentage of students
passing the exam.
“The 75% and 70% is actually
the percentage of students passing in order to be accredited...,” he
said. “So when you see, for example,
that Lancaster High School has an
83% pass rate in Reading, that means
that 83% of the students ‘passed’
the SOL test with a score of 400 or
higher.”
Scores from the 2011-12 school
year resulted in the district being
placed on Accreditation with Warning in September 2013, by the
Department of Education.
Some 68%, or 1,246, of Virginia’s
1,827 public schools are rated as Fully
Accredited for 2014-15. That ﬁgure
is down from a year ago when 77%
of schools were fully accredited. With
tougher standards, schools receiving the designation Accredited with
Warning increased this year from 393
to 545. According to Charles Pyle
with DOE, the increase is the result
of tougher tests and higher minimum
scores.
Schools missing state standards
LANCASTER , continued on page A4
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being sworn in as the new mayor of White Stone. Also sworn in last Tuesday (from left) are returning
councilmen Irving Brittingham and Joe Sliakis and new council member Kelli Blankenship. Photo by Lisa
Hinton-Valdrighi

A new era dawns in White Stone as
Hubbard turns gavel over to Reeves
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Family and
friends, along with Lancaster County
ofﬁcials and Kilmarnock and Irvington council members, crowded into the
meeting room at White Stone’s town
ofﬁce last Tuesday as Randy Reeves
was sworn in as mayor. Reeves is only
the ﬁfth mayor of White Stone since
1953.
About 35 people attended the swearing-in ceremony for Reeves, councilmen
Irving Brittingham and Joe Sliakis, and
new council member Kelli Blankenship. The ceremony preceded council’s
monthly meeting.
Reeves has served for over 20 years
on the town council and takes the gavel
from Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard, who
led for 16 years. Hubbard did not seek
another term.
“I would like to thank the citizenry for
their support over the last 16 years,” said
Hubbard. “It has been an honor and a
privilege to serve the town.”
Hubbard was presented his name plate
and gavel. He thanked the council for its
hard work during his tenure.
Hubbard, who said during his term
he’d watched his children grow up
and have his grandchildren, has a son,
William Hubbard, now serving on
council.
In parting, he quoted one of his favorite comedians, Red Skelton, who Hubbard said always ended his shows by
saying, “Good night and God bless.”
Councilman David Jones thanked
Hubbard for his service over the years,
saying “the average person doesn’t know
how many hours Lloyd B. has put into
this job,” and how much time, money
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for allowing him 16 years of service and turns the gavel over to new
Mayor Randy Reeves. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

and hard work he has put into supporting the town.

First meeting

Reeves’ ﬁrst meeting at the head of
the table was a short one, with no public
hearings.
By a unanimous 6-0 vote, Jones was
reappointed as president of the council.
Jones will lead the meetings if Reeves
is absent.
Council also appointed Reeves,
Jones, Sliakis and councilman W. Hubbard to serve as an interview committee
for ﬁrms responding to a request for proposals for an engineering ﬁrm to conduct a preliminary engineering review.
White Stone is planning a revitalization
project using state and federal grants.
The review will help determine the most

cost-effective way to upgrade the sewer
and drainage systems.
According to town manager Patrick
Frere, White Stone received two applications from two engineering ﬁrms,
including Bowman Consulting Ltd. of
Williamsburg, which conducted a study
for the town in 2006, and Hurt and Profﬁtt of Lynchburg.
Frere also reported that all the paperwork was submitted by the deadline to
Virginia Department of Housing and
Community Development for a Community Development Block Grant
planning grant. The town has received
$3,000 in grant money already, but Frere
said he had not received any word on the
additional $27,000 the town is expecting
to receive.

Town sets price for last technology park lot
by Renss Greene

Mud, sweat and ice
Shawn Miller clings onto the Polar Vortex obstacle last Saturday at
the YMCA Camp Kekoka Mud Run, before slipping into a pool of
icy cold water. Most of the other 72 participants did the same. The
event was held at the YMCA/Alexandria Police Youth Camp (APYC)
Camp Kekoka, 1083 Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock. More coverage
appears on C3. View a slide show at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa HintonValdrighi
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KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock town council on September 15
set the asking price for the last empty
space in the town’s technology park
at $115,000.
The price was set on the recommendation of the administration and
ﬁnance committee.
The town also approved a DepartDirectory ................D7
Notices ....................D6

ment of Environmental Quality
consent order related to a violation
last winter. Extreme cold caused
the town’s water treatment plant to
discharge more than the acceptable
amount of ammonia in its efﬂuent.
The consent order, which was developed cooperatively between the town
and DEQ, orders the town to pay a
$5,513 charge and submit a corrective action plan to the DEQ.

Obituaries ............ B7-8
Opinion ................A6-8

The water treatment plant passed
its annual inspection this month with
no problems.
Council approved the town’s new
ﬂoodplain ordinance after a public
hearing with no public input. Planning and zoning director Marshall
Sebra explained the new ordinance
adopts updated ﬂood maps. Although
KILMARNOCK, continued on page A2
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LANCASTER—The following cases were heard in
Lancaster County Circuit
Court on September 12 by
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.
Rodney Linwood Coleman
Jr. appealed a guilty verdict in
General District Court on misdemeanor assault and battery.
Coleman said he represented
himself in that case, but asked
for a court appointed attorney for his appeal. The judge
assigned the case to attorney
Dean Atkins. Trial was set for
9 a.m. October 17.
Monta Devon Lee, convicted of assault with Coleman, also appealed his case.

Trial was set for 9 a.m. October 17. He is represented by
Brent Jackson.
Jamal DeHaven Waddy pled
guilty to felony eluding police
and misdemeanor DWI, driving without a license and resisting arrest. He was given an
active sentence of 11 months
of a six-year four-month sentence, one year supervised
probation upon release, driver’s license suspended for a
year, participation in a drug/
alcohol program, ﬁnes totaling
$650, with $250 suspended,
and court costs of $813. Attorney Wes Charlton asked for
leniency noting all the charges
stemmed from one incident
when Waddy was drunk.

Town council re-elects
Pollard as vice mayor
by Audrey Thomasson
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IRVINGTON—By a 5-0 vote,
Irvington council member Kathleen Pollard was unanimously
re-elected vice mayor.
Members Jerry S. Latell,
Michael E. Merrill, Fran Westbrook and Gene H. Edmonds
were present for the vote.
Member Wayne Nunnally was
absent.
Pollard, who has served on
council since 2001, was elected
to her fourth two-year term as
vice mayor.
Newly
elected
council
member Mike Merrill was
appointed to serve as liaison to
the planning commission.
Mayor Rannie Ransone suggested members consider which
committees they want to serve
on prior to the October meeting
when new assignments will be
made.
In other business, council
amended the Floodplain Ordinance. Changes were mostly
reﬂected in new Federal Emergency Management Agency
maps. Acceptance of the
changes ensures residents can
obtain ﬂood insurance from the
federal government, said Ransone.
Members also approved Diane
Ward’s request for a conditional
use permit for a 20-by-12-foot
swimming pool at 313 The
Lane. The town did not receive
any objections to the request and
no residents attended the public
hearing.
Town attorney Wes Charlton responded to concerns

Student subscription:
(9 months)
Online (PDF) version only:

Kathleen Pollard

from Westham Circle residents
who called town hall about the
county issuing a permit for an
artist studio in their subdivision,
contrary to subdivision covenants. Charlton said the problem
occurred when Brent Marshall’s
application for a building permit
from the town was for a house
but wording on the application
to the county referred to the
structure as a garage/workshop
or studio.
After consulting with the Marshalls, Charlton assured council
the plan called for a house. He
explained the different wording
came from architect Randall
Kipp who ﬁlled out the county’s
permit request.
Ransone asked zoning administrator Bob Hardesty to coordinate with the county on future
requests and require residents to
submit copies of their building
permits to the town.
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by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—At an open house September 12, Kilmarnock unveiled three conceptual illustrations for a park on the town’s parcel
along North Main Street.
The plans, drawn by landscape architecture
ﬁrm Cite Design, were based on recommendations from a survey of public interest earlier this
summer.
“It’s very preliminary,” said planning and
zoning director Marshall Sebra. “I don’t want

anyone, when they see a set of plans, to think
that this is what it is. When it’s done, most likely
it’s not going to look like that.”
The town has not yet settled on a name for the
park property, and other questions remain.
“The discussion’s going to have to happen
about connecting sidewalks on that side of the
road,” Sebra said. “What the answer to that is
going to be, I don’t know yet.”
The town is still soliciting public comment
on the designs, which can be viewed at Town
Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

by Renss Greene
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stab at putting things on paper as a visual,” Sebra said. View the three conceptual
drawings at RRecord.com.
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KILMARNOCK—The town
planning commission on September 8 elected its ofﬁcers for
the coming year.
By unanimous 6-0 vote, the
commission re-elected Lindsey Gardner chairman and Ann
Towner vice chairman. New
commissioner Neil Schultz
was elected secretary.
In attendance were Schultz,
Gardner, Towner, Chris Allen,
Joan Gravatt and Otis Polk.
The
commission
has
rescheduled its next meeting
to October 6 to avoid conﬂict
with Columbus Day, but does
not currently have any business
for that agenda.
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and Barnhardt were presented resolutions thanking
them for their work at Baylor Park.

Kilmarnock sets price
continued from page A1

there is very little area in the town within a ﬂoodplain, passing
the ordinance allows homeowners to acquire ﬂood insurance if
they wish and allows Kilmarnock to get FEMA aid in the event
of an emergency.
A motion penned by the Daughters of the American Revolution and approved by the council declares September 17 through
23 Constitution Week, which is observed each year nationally on
the anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution.
■ Volunteers needed
Council directed staff to pursue trademark and copyright of the
The American Red Cross
has a critical need for vol- Scotsman logo which serves as the town seal.
unteers to help in the River
Counties Red Cross Chapter Kilmarnock ofﬁce, 39
William B. Graham Court,
C
Kilmarnock.
Receptionists are needed to
answer calls and provide customer support. Some administrative and/or project support
may be required. Call executive director Julie Dudley,
435-7669, or visit the ofﬁce.

NEWS
BREAKS

J Jim’s
C
CABINET CREATIONS

SALE

■ Appointment

Gov.
Terry
McAuliffe
recently announced additional
appointments to his administration.
The Honorable Albert C.
Pollard Jr. of Irvington, president of Woodwrights LLC and
Capacity Building Consultant,
was appointed to the Virginia
Land Conservation Foundation.

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 35 SQ. FT. min.
Wide Variety of Color Options
Now Available
ALSO AVAILABLE CORIAN AND QUARTZ PRODUCTS

Call 804.435.2061

White Stone
jimscabinets@kaballero.com
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NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY CIRCUIT
COURT REPORT
by Renss Greene
HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland County Circuit Court
convened September 9 with the
Hon. Harry T. Taliaferro III presiding. On that date:
Keith Branem of Richmond
was arraigned on the charge of
violation of probation. His trial
is set for October 28.
Richard Andrew “Ricky”
Bowen Jr. of Hague was
arraigned on two counts of
From left, River Counties Community Foundation alleged violation of probation.
advisory board chairman Ron Mihills and Rappahannock His trial is set for September 23.
Thomas Earl Robinson
'SQQYRMX]'SPPIKITVIWMHIRX(V7MWW]'VS[XLIVTPERE
of
Kilmarnock was tried on
±*MREP,SYVERH6IWYPXW²TEVX]8LIGIPIFVEXMSR[MPPFI
at 5 p.m. today, September 18, at the RCC-Kilmarnock charges of burglary at night
Center, 447 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. Computers with a deadly weapon and
will be available for last-minute giving through The abduction by force or intimidaAmazing Raise campaign. There will be a leaderboard tion. The prosecution did not
XS[EXGLXLI½REPVIWYPXWERH;/;-ERH;-+3 pursue the abduction charge.
104.9 will broadcast from the event.
Robinson was found guilty of
the amended charge of conspiracy to commit a felony with a
weapon, and was sentenced to
ﬁve years in the penitentiary,
four years and three months
suspended, a home incarceration program, and two years of
supervised probation.
KILMARNOCK—The 2014 dation and other sponsors, she
A review was held in the
Amazing Raise will end at 6 p.m. added. Over $180,000 in total case of Jeremy Lee Blackwell
today, September 18.
incentive grant prizes are avail- of Heathsville, who previDonors of any age, from any able to participating organiza- ously pled guilty to two counts
location, can take part, said River tions.
of grand larceny and two of
Counties Community Foundation
“Last year we were honored entering another’s property to
regional grants manager Leslie as a foundation to see the sup- damage it. The case was taken
A. Franklin. To participate, visit port of the community in a col- under advisement at that time.
theamazingraise.org and make an laborative way for The Amazing The review was continued to
online donation of $25 or more to Raise,” said regional director January 27, 2015.
a favorite organization.
Margaret Nost. “Each year, we
The trial of Tony Lampkin
Individuals or businesses who are encouraged and amazed at of Burgess on two counts of
wish to make donations during what this one event can do for alleged manufacturing, distribThe Amazing Raise are also able our nonproﬁts.”
to search for organizations based
The Community Foundation
on name or focus area, such has an ambitious overall goal of
as animals, the arts, education, $2 million in 36 hours for the
healthcare and housing.
619 participating organizations
Donations will help to con- across Central Virginia, includtinue the important work of these ing the Northern Neck and ■,E^EVHSYW[EWXI
community organizations and Middle Peninsula.
Household hazardous/eleccontribute to a stronger, healthier
River Counties Community tronics waste collections are
region, said Franklin.
Foundation is an afﬁliate of The slated September 20. In LanGiving incentives include a Community Foundation Serving caster, collections will be conrange of grant prizes made pos- Richmond and Central Virginia, ducted from 7:30 to 11 a.m. at
sible by The Community Foun- host of The Amazing Raise.
the Kilmarnock Refuse Center,
320 White Pine Road, Kilmarnock. In Northumberland,
collections will be conducted
Local Government News from 1:30 to 5 p.m. at NorLANCASTER—At 7 p.m. tonight, September 18, the plan- thumberland Middle School,
ning commission will hold a public hearing on revisions to 175 Academic Lane, ClaraZoning Ordinance Article 23 dealing with the Floodplain Over- ville.
Residents with item-speciﬁc
lay District.
The commission will meet at County Administration Build- questions may call Northern
Neck Soil & Water Conservaing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.
tion District, 333- 3525, ext.
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning 102; Lancaster Extension,
commission will review chapter three of the countys com- 462-5780; or Northumberland
prehensive plan tonight, September 18. The commission will Extension, 580-5694.
convene at 7 p.m. in the Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place,
Heathsville.
The commission also will hear a report from the board of

The

uting, or possessing with intent
to manufacture or distribute a
controlled substance was continued to October 16.
Prosecution did not pursue
charges of eluding police
against Clifton Bernard Tomlin
of Burgess. He was found guilty
of driving with a suspended
license and reckless driving. He
was sentenced to two years in
jail, 12 months suspended.
Anthony Darnell Gregory
of Heathsville pled guilty to
assault and battery of a family
member. He was sentenced to
12 months in jail, three months
suspended. The prosecution
did not pursue charges of child
abuse or neglect.

The Amazing Raise
concludes at 6 p.m.

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

Dobe Run
CANINE BOARDING,
DAYCARE & GROOMING
Open Monday – Sunday
8am to 5pm

804-758-4360
5JEFXBUFS5SBJMt4BMVEB

What she needs is in your hands:
the goodness of God.
Given the easy, simple opportunity to save and serve
and enrich 3,000 to 4,500 lives for generations to
come, would you?
What if you could give $10.00
HQWU\IHHSHUSHUVRQ RU
or $100.00 or more and give
WKHVHSHRSOHWKHPRVWEDVLFRI
OLIH·V QHFHVVLWLHV FOHDQ VDIH
GULQNLQJZDWHU"
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The Agenda

LANCASTER—The 0ERGEWXIVFSEVHSJWYTIVZMWSVW
on Thursday, September 25, will conduct a public hearing on
revisions to the Zoning Ordinance, Article 23, dealing with the
Floodplain Overlay District.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the County Administration
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.
The revisions are required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency for compliance with the National Flood Insurance
Program.

FYI
River Market
Plan your
Fall Party

White Stone 435-1725

IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA
May 5-17, 2015

:HOO\RXFDQ$QGZHDVN\RXWRGRMXVWWKDW

Walk for Water/Save Lives
,I\RXFDQZDONRUUXQZLWKXVRQ6DWXUGD\2FWREHU
JUHDW,I\RXFDQQRWEXWZDQWWR
DGPLUDEO\FRQWULEXWHJUHDWDVZHOO
Your fundingWKURXJKHLWKHUPHWKRGZLOOEHVSUHDGWKURXJKHYHU\
EROWFODPSKRVHVRODUSDQHOÀOWHUHWFLQDLiving Water Sustainable Treatment System that will purify up to 10,000 gallons of
KLJKO\FRQWDPLQDWHGGLVHDVHODGHQZDWHUGDLO\VHUYLQJSOXV
people, especially women and children, for many years to come.

&DOO*OHQQ&RFNUHOODWRUJRWR
glennccockrell@gmail.com
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQRQ:DWHU0LVVLRQV,QWHUQDWLRQDO
visit www.watermissions.org
)RXUWK$QQXDO:DONIRU:DWHU6DWXUGD\
th

October 11

13 Day Cruise/Tour

5DLQGDWH6XQGD\2FWREHUth

EXPLORE CHINA FROM
SHANGHAI TO BEIJING

$0XQWLODSSUR[LPDWHO\305HJLVWUDWLRQWR
*DWKHUDQGVWDUW*UDFH&KXUFK6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW.LOPDUQRFN
:DONPLOHXSWRPLOHVDV\RXDUHDEOH
,QGLYLGXDOV&RXSOHV)DPLOLHV*URXSV7HDPV

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT ADVENTURE TRAVEL OFFICE
3%04%-"%2  s  0- RSVP
Don’t miss the spectacular close-up view of China
on a Viking River Cruise.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

Amishlands Pennsylvania
OCTOBER 13-15, 2014

$399 per person
(Double Occupancy)

Featuring Sight & Sound’s “Moses”

Offering the best in trendy, classic & fun!
Hunter Douglas Window Fashions, Draperies,
Furniture, Area Rugs & Decorative Accessories
In Home Design Consultations

2 Nights’ Lodgings • 2 Breakfasts • 2 Dinners
Guided Tour of the Amish Countryside • Kitchen Kettle Village
•Bird-in-Hand Farmers’ Market • Souvenir Gift • Luggage Handling
Taxes and Meal Gratuities • Motorcoach Transportation

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us--we’re going places”

Feather Your Nest
Cindy Lloyd Design
804-333-6463
804-761-3715
5011 Richmond Road • Warsaw, VA

cindylloydfeatheryournest@gmail.com
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Northumberland loses full accreditation, NES not a focus school
by Renss Greene
LOTTSBURG—Standards of Learning
(SOL) report cards released Tuesday, September 16, show mixed news for Northumberland
public schools.
Northumberland high school slipped from
fully accredited to accredited with warning due
to slipping mathematics pass rates. To earn full
accreditation, a school must achieve a 70% pass
rate on either its most recent year of testing or
an average of the past three years. Last year’s
three-year average was 75%, allowing NHS to
meet full accreditation.
This year its three-year average slipped to
66%. NHS’s single-year math pass rate has
slipped from 78% in 2012-13, to 63% in 201314, to 58% in 2014-15.
According to the Virginia Department of Education, schools that are accredited with warning undergo academic reviews and adopt school
improvement plans. A school cannot remain
accredited with warning for more than three years.
Northumberland’s elementary and middle
schools remain fully accredited.
This year’s report brought good news for
Northumberland elementary, which has shed its
“focus school” status. Focus schools are those
Title I schools in the bottom 10% when measured by achievement gap of what are called “gap
groups,” or groups that tend to underperform
compared to the general population. These gap

groups are measured by how far they lag behind
an annually increasing federally-mandated pass
rate, called the annual measurable objective.
Last year, NES’s black students achieved a
48% pass rate in mathematics, which did not
meet the federally-mandated target of 51%.
They did meet their target based on a threeyear average. This year, the target rose to 56%.
NES’s black students achieved a 59% pass rate.
Title I schools are schools that receive ﬁnancial aid because of the large number of students
from low-income families at that school.
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Subject
Eng.Reading
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Eng.: Writing
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
History
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Mathematics
White

2012-13
85
96
79
75
TF
78
89
70
67
TF
83
93
70
79
TF
61
67

2013-14
94
95
90
91
TF
89
95
78
78
TF
76
89
53
62
25
56
59

Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Science
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD

55
49
9
87
94
75
79
50

50
50
13
89
92
84
82
44

Northumberland Middle
Eng.Reading
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Eng.: Writing
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
History
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Mathematics
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Science
White
Black

69
78
51
54
34
50
58
31
43
30
75
83
59
62
49
71
79
58
60
43
72
82
54

71
85
53
57
30
76
82
64
67
45
81
92
66
71
44
77
84
64
69
47
78
86
62

Econ Disadv
SWD

61
56

64
50

Northumberland Elementary

Eng.Reading
66
75
White
75
84
Black
50
61
Econ Disadv
57
67
SWD
27
39
Eng.: Writing
64
63
White
79
74
Black
44
47
Econ Disadv
52
52
SWD
17
36
History
88
86
White
92
92
Black
83
78
Econ Disadv
84
82
SWD
77
55
Mathematics
69
72
White
81
80
Black
48
59
Econ Disadv
56
67
SWD
30
35
Science
79
81
White
82
88
Black
67
72
Econ Disadv
67
75
SWD
29
57
Econ Disadv: Economically disadvantaged
SWD: Students with disabilities
8*%KVSYTFIPS[WXEXIHI½RMXMSRJSVTIVWSREPP]
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Pre-schoolers to get pre-literacy support
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—
Students in eight pre-school
classrooms in the Northern
Neck will participate in the
Nemours BrightStart! program
during the 2014-15 school year,
giving them a signiﬁcant boost
in reading readiness as they prepare to enter kindergarten.
The Jessie Ball duPont Fund,
based in Jacksonville, Fla., will
support the program with a
grant of $18,300, approved by
the trustees at their third quarter meeting. The Nettie Lokey
Wiley and Charles L. Wiley
Foundation, based in Irvington,
also will provide support for the
program.
The BrightStart! program
screens very young children for
pre-literacy skills and identiﬁes
those who may be at risk for
reading failure. It then provides
0ERGEWXIV 1MHHPI 7GLSSP WXYHIRX /E]PII (SRSZER [SVOW SR E TVSFPIQ MR 7EVEL an intensive intervention program for those at-risk students,
7XVERI]´W½JXLKVEHIQEXLGPEWWPhoto by Renss Greene
improving their preparedness
for kindergarten and primary
grade reading, reported Mary
Kress Littlepage of KBT &
continued from page A1
Associates, on behalf of the
duPont Fund.
Black
43
50
for four years running, are likely to be denied
According to BrightStart!,
Econ
Disadv
51
57
accreditation altogether.
“evidence is overwhelming
SWD
10
25
State Superintendent of Public Instructhat the foundation for successMathematics
52
59
tion Steven Staples said that in every school
White
61
75
ful reading is built in the early
division he’s visited, he’s been impressed by
Black
40
49
years. In fact, if a child is not
the determination of educators to meet the
Econ Disadv
46
49
reading at grade level by the end
higher expectations now required of students
SWD
27
20
of ﬁrst grade, that child has only
and schools. “The challenge now is to move
Science
73
64
beyond the temporary disappointment of an
White
61
75
accreditation rating and work together to...
Black
50
48
move our students toward college and career
Econ Disadv
54
53
readiness.”
SWD
4
13
According to assistant superintendent Dan
Russell, Lancaster’s new scores show the
0ERGEWXIV1MHHPI
primary school made full accreditation, with
Eng.Reading
55
55
English scores based on a three-year averWhite
74
74
age. He noted mathematics went from a 58%
Black
38
35
to 80% pass rate.
Econ Disadv
43
42
SOL testing begins at the third-grade
SWD
17
22
level.
Eng.: Writing
42
51
The high school is accredited with warnWhite
52
68
ing only in the area of math, based on a
Black
32
35
Econ Disadv
31
40
three-year average, while the middle school,
SWD
14
19
grades 4 to 8, made gains in all areas and
History
64
65
moved closer to required standards, also on
White
86
79
three-year averages, said Russell.
Black
47
49
The high school’s graduation rate of
Econ Disadv
52
55
95% is above the state’s required 85% rate,
SWD
37
34
another factor in meeting state standards.
Mathematics
50
58
“We’re very proud of the hard work of
White
66
72
Lancaster Primary School’s students and
Black
36
41
staff,” said Parker. “We are very pleased to
Econ Disadv
37
46
see significant increases in SOL pass rates
SWD
19
34
with rare exceptions, but we will not be
Science
49
59
satisfied until ALL of our students are sucWhite
70
84
ceeding, regardless of accreditation status.
Black
31
35
We are continuing to work diligently toward
Econ Disadv
39
45
that end.”
SWD
14
38
Parker’s improvement plan includes aligning curricula and providing early, “scaf- 0ERGEWXIV4VMQEV]
folded” interventions for struggling stuEng.Reading
73
64
dents. Teachers are also being trained to
White
86
92
Advertise in
effectively facilitate learning rather than
Black
56
48
focusing on teaching, he said.
Econ Disadv
62
54
“We are very confident that we will conSWD
53
TS
tinue to see a rise in student achievement.
History
80
85
White
93
100
But our ultimate goal is for 100% of our
Black
67
77
students to demonstrate proficiency,” said
Econ Disadv
73
81
Parker.

Lancaster SOL scores

about a 10% chance of reading at grade level by the end of
fourth grade.”
BrightStart! focuses on training pre-school staff to administer the screening and deliver
the intervention program. It
also works with parents to teach
at-home activities that can support the gains the students are
making at school.
BrightStart!’s success has
been documented in peerreviewed presentations and
scientiﬁc/academic journals.
Results show that:
s 4WO THIRDS OF PARTICIPATing at-risk children who have
received the Nemours BrightStart! educational instruction
have moved to the typical range
in their reading readiness skills.
s !T RISK PRE KINDERGARTENers completing the Nemours
BrightStart! intensive educational instruction gain an average of 114% on their reading
readiness scores.
s 4HE MAJORITY OF THE AT RISK
children who have received
Nemours BrightStart! instruction continue to display strong
reading performance into the
early elementary school grades.
Participating in the BrightStart! program are pre-schools
afﬁliated with Lancaster County
Public Schools, Bethel/Emmanuel United Methodist Church,

Middlesex Family YMCA,
Richmond County YMCA and
Northern Neck Family YMCA.
The grant to Nemours was
among 14 awards, valued at
$1.3 million, recently made by
the Jessie Ball duPont Fund
trustees.
Other grants awarded in Virginia include:
s   TO &ERRUM #OLLEGE
to work with a Virginia-based
leadership development program to identify and train leaders in the four rural counties
surrounding the college.
s   TO &UQUA 3CHOOL
Farmville, to conduct a study
of the school’s aging physical
plant and infrastructure and an
alternative campus site to guide
decision-making about the
future of the school.
s   TO THE 5NIVERSITY
of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, to expand the capacity of
the Virginia College Advising
Corps to serve ﬁrst-generation
and low-income students by
hiring staff and advisors to
serve the Northern Neck.
The Jessie Ball duPont Fund
makes grants to more than 330
eligible organizations identiﬁed
by Mrs. duPont in her will. The
fund has assets of more than
$290 million and has awarded
$340 million in grants since
1977.

WHEELS & KEELS
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Subject
Eng.Reading
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
Eng.: Writing
White
Black
Econ Disadv
SWD
History
White

2012-13
88
96
79
79
TS
82
92
70
4
TS
67
86

2013-14
83
95
71
71
45
82
93
68
68
30
68
86

SWD
56
TS
Mathematics
58
80
White
72
100
Black
40
69
Econ Disadv
50
74
SWD
40
TS
Science
74
72
White
91
96
Black
53
58
Econ Disadv
63
62
SWD
53
TS
Econ Disadv: Economically disadvantaged
SWD: Students with disabilities
872SXEWYJ½GMIRXRYQFIVMRXLIKVSYTXSVITSVX
a passing percentage

Free color with EVERY ad!

This special supplement to the Rappahannock Record and
Southside Sentinel will reach over 31,000 readers.
All using wheels!
Advertising Deadline: October 3 / Publishes: October 16
For more information contact
The Rappahannock Record at 435-1701
or the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328
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SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
0ERGEWXIV'SYRX]7LIViff Ronnie Crockett this
week reported charges against
nine individuals.

Felonies

Reginald D. Lee, 35, of
Merry Point Road was charged
September 9 with two counts of
felony violation of probation in
Newport News cases.

Misdemeanors

A Richﬁeld Road man, 35,
was charged September 9 with
curse and abusive language and
sexual battery.
A Heathsville man, 29, was
charged September 10 on a Northumberland County charge of
being a fugitive from Maryland.
A Peake Road man, 55, was
charged September 10 with violation of probation in a Henrico
County case.
A Sandlin Drive woman, 25,
was charged September 12 with
contempt of court.
A Carlson Road woman, 31,
was charged September 12 with
assault and battery.
A Beach Creek Road woman,
35, was charged September 13
with public drunkenness.
A Chestnut Grove Lane man,
19, was charged September 13
with trespassing.
A Forest Haven Drive woman,
20, was charged September 15
with assault and battery.

Activity Report

CRIME
SOLVERS

T

he Lancaster County
Crime Solvers is
seeking information on
two vehicles that were
stolen from the Weems
area.
On August 24, the Lancaster County Sheriff ’s
Ofﬁce received a report
of a 2005 red, Ford F150
stolen from 430 Weems
Road. This vehicle was
stolen between midnight
on August 23 and 7 a.m.
on August 24.
The vehicle was later
found at Galilee Church
on 747 Hull Neck Road
in Edwardsville.
On September 6, the
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce received a
report of a white, Jeep
Liberty stolen from
206 Johns Neck Road,
Weems. The owner last
saw the vehicle when he
retired for the night on
September 5. His vehicle
was located after being
wrecked at the intersection of River and White
Chapel roads around
midnight on September
6.
Report information
on the person or persons
involved in the theft of
these two vehicles to
Crime Solvers at 4627463.
You do not have to give
your name or appear in
court. If your information
is useful to law enforcement, you could receive a
reward up to $1,000.

7ITXIQFIV  Staff notiﬁed the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT) of a
large limb in the roadway interfering with trafﬁc on Taylors
Creek Road; and responded to
an E911 disconnect call in the
8300 block of Mary Ball Road
(telephone line problem), and
to the 2600 block of Irvington
Road on a report of numerous
juveniles who were not supposed to be on the property (all
persons were gone on arrival).
7ITXIQFIV  Staff
responded to an annoying/
obscene telecommunications complaint made by a White Stone
area resident, to a mental health emergency on Crescent Cove
Lane, with the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a reckless driving complaint on North Main Street, to a landlord/tenant
complaint on Johns Neck Road (civil incident), to a residential
burglary complaint on West Point Road, to an open door report
in the 8800 block of River Road (no criminal incident; property
being renovated), with KPD to a ﬁght call between two females
in the 400 block of North Main Street, and to an attempted fraud
complaint on Cherry Point Drive (see Green Dot MoneyPak
scam at lancastersheriff.net/blotterreports); and received a walkin complaint about a bad check issued to a Mollusk area convenience store, and a walk-in complaint of stalking.
7ITXIQFIV Staff responded to a possible larceny complaint on Peake Road (no criminal incident), to the KilmarnockWhite Stone area on a report of a motorist traveling westbound
in the eastbound lanes, with Virginia State Police (VSP) to a twovehicle trafﬁc crash in the 6000 block of Mary Ball Road, to
a trespass complaint on Gaskins Road (several subjects in one
vehicle believed to be looking for retribution against another
individual; related to the stalking complaint listed above), to a
reckless driving complaint in the Kilmarnock-White Stone area
(vehicle reportedly ran into the ditch on Chases Farm Road; medical issue involved), to a ﬁght call in the area of Lancaster Creek
Drive, and to a suspicious vehicle/persons complaint in the area
of Lancaster Creek Drive (probable continuation of earlier call).
7ITXIQFIV Staff responded to an E911 disconnect call
on Belmont Drive (no emergency services needed), to an annoying telephone calls complaint ﬁled by a Morattico Road resident,
to the Department of Social Services on an elder abuse/neglect
complaint, with VSP to a two-vehicle trafﬁc crash near Mary
Ball and Devils Bottom roads (no crash involved; motorcyclist
thrown from cycle when a tire blew out of another vehicle), to a
juvenile behavioral complaint, involving an assault and runaway
13-year-old (juvenile later taken into custody and transported for
emergency mental health services), and to a public intoxication
complaint on Weems Road (arrest reported on September 13);
returned a call to a Lara Road resident with questions regarding marital issues involving an elderly couple; received a larceny report from Rappahannock Drive, and an attempted fraud
complaint from a local attorney (see irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/IRS-

Reiterates-Warning-of-Pervasive-Telephone-Scam).
7ITXIQFIV  Staff responded to Windmill Point on a
complaint of underaged persons at an ABC licensed establishment (all subjects were gone on arrival), to a possible burglary/
trespass on Chestnut Grove Lane (juvenile female invited new
boyfriend into the home through a bedroom window; parent
obtained trespass warrant; arrest reported above), to a motorist’s
complaint of debris on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge,
to multiple E911 disconnect calls on Lancaster Creek Drive
(child playing on the phone), with KPD to a domestic assault call
on Hatton Avenue (complainant was gone on arrival; KPD later
followed up with the complainant), to a domestic disturbance on
Lumberlost Road, to a domestic assault on Dunton Lane, and to
a walk-in complaint of a domestic disturbance; notiﬁed VDOT
of a downed tree blocking Mary Ball Road between Avis Trail
and Whites Lane; received a walk-in complaint of a disturbance
involving juveniles (incident began at LHS ballgame; complainant was referred to the juvenile intake ofﬁcer), and received a
complaint of a probationer’s excessive use of alcohol.
7ITXIQFIV  Staff received a civil complaint involving
the domestic use of a credit/debit card, a walk-in complaint of
assault upon a juvenile based on a social media posting; and a
sexual assault report.
7ITXIQFIV  Staff responded to an E911 disconnect
call on Eagles Trace (telephone line problem), and to Lancaster
Middle School on a complaint of a written attempt to defraud
the school; and received a walk-in complaint of juvenile misbehavior.
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 15 trafﬁc stops, issued seven
summonses, assisted eight motorists, reported one deer strike,
handled two calls for trafﬁc control, investigated ﬁve building
alarms, processed two mental health orders, logged eight inmate
transports and ﬁelded ﬁve calls for animal control service.

Edward Andrews dies
in motorcycle accident
by Audrey Thomasson
WHITE STONE—A man
lost his life in a motorcycle
accident Tuesday morning on
Ocran Road.
Edward K. Andrews, 72, was
pronounced dead at the scene
at 10:17 a.m. by Lancaster
Emergency Service personnel.
According
to
Virginia
State Trooper Elliott Haynie,
Andrews left his residence
on Dymer Beach Road and
was traveling west on Ocran
Road toward Route 3 when
his motorcycle crossed the
center line at a sharp curve in
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Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department responded to a
smoke report on Long Cove Lane, a trafﬁc crash at Mary Ball
and Devils Bottom roads, a commercial smoke alarm on South
Main Street and with the Virginia Department of Forestry to a
power line/brush ﬁre in the 7000 block of Jessie Ball duPont
Memorial Highway.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded to
a trafﬁc crash in the 6000 block of Mary Ball Road.
Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
this week reported charges against eight individuals.

Felonies

Earl J. Hutchison, 23, of Callao was charged September 9 with
two felony counts of forgery.
Joseph Clifton Jackson, 28, of Callao was charged September
12 with grand larceny.
Taylor Jeremy Baliles, 20, of Callao was charged September
12 with grand larceny.
Gerald Scott Baliles, 18, of Callao was charged September 12
with grand larceny.

Misdemeanors

A Chantilly woman, 19, was charged September 8 on a Loudoun County summons with driving suspended. She was arrested
by the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Merry Point man, 18, was charged September 8 with a violation of a protective order.
A Heathsville woman, 31, was charged September 12 on a
Lancaster County warrant with assault and battery.
A Wicomico Church man, 22, was charged September 13 with
driving under the inﬂuence of alcohol and reckless driving.

the road and hit a culvert pipe
in a driveway, tossing him into
the air.
Haynie said he did not
believe speed was a factor. “He
may have had a heart attack.
An autopsy will tell us more.”
Andrews’ blue 2005 BMW
K1200 LT was totalled. He was
an experienced rider, according to Haynie.
State troopers were assisted
by the Lancaster Sheriff’s
Department. Also responding
were the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department and the
Kilmarnock/Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad.
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State Police rule school fire arson
COLONIAL BEACH—The
Virginia State Police Bureau of
Criminal Investigation’s Richmond Field Ofﬁce has determined that a ﬁre at the former
Colonial Beach Elementary
School was an act of arson.
At approximately 4 a.m. on
January 5, 2014, Virginia State
Police Special Agent A.B.
Cooke Jr. responded to the
300 block of Douglas Avenue
in Colonial Beach to investigate the ﬁre that completely
destroyed the vacant, condemned structure. A preliminary investigation showed the
ﬁre appeared to have started in
the interior of the building.
“During the course of this
investigation, we have been
able to determine there were
at least two individuals near
the school just prior to the ﬁre
starting,” said Cooke. “We
would like to hear from these
individuals or from anyone
who might help us identify
them. We also welcome anybody with information about

the ﬁre to call or email us so
we can bring the individual or
individuals who destroyed this
local landmark to justice.”
The ATF is assisting state
police with the investigation.
No one was injured in the
blaze.
Those with information concerning the ﬁre are asked to
contact Special Agent Cooke
at allen.cooke@vsp.virginia.
gov, or Virginia State Police
Dispatch in Richmond at 5533445. All information is conﬁdential.
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Come in and shop around, have something
to eat, and enjoy visiting with our friendly,
informative vendors in a family oriented,
safe environment. Besides many modern and
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be selling Duck Decoys, leather works,
handmade knives, ammo, swords,
metal detecting equipment,
militaria from all wars,
tee shirts and a few surprises.
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Focal Point

(Reprints from the September 16, 1904, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.
According to my desk calendar, Monday, September 22, is
the ﬁrst day of autumn.
I’d like to pen something
astounding to describe my favorite season, but it’s already been
done.
“Autumn that year painted the
countryside in vivid shades of
scarlet, saffron and russet, and
the days were clear and crisp
under harvest skies.”—Sharon
Kay Penman
“That old September feeling, left over from school days,
of summer passing, vacation
nearly done, obligations gathering, books and football in the air
... Another fall, another turned
page: there was something of
jubilee in that annual autumnal
beginning, as if last year’s mistakes had been wiped clean by
summer.”—Wallace Stegner
“Her pleasure in the walk
must arise from the exercise
and the day, from the view of
the last smiles of the year upon
the tawny leaves and withered
hedges, and from repeating
to herself some few of the
thousand poetical descriptions
extant of autumn—that season
of peculiar and inexhaustible
inﬂuence on the mind of taste
and tenderness-—that season
which has drawn from every
poet worthy of being read some
attempt at description, or some
lines of feeling.”—Jane Austen
“Two sounds of autumn
are unmistakable...the hurrying rustle of crisp leaves
blown along the street...by a
gusty wind, and the gabble
of a ﬂock of migrating geese.
Both are warnings of chill days
ahead, ﬁreside and topcoat
weather.”—Hal Borland
“The ripe, the golden month
has come again, and in Virginia
the chinkapins are falling. Frost
sharps the middle music of the
seasons, and all things living
on the earth turn home again...
the ﬁelds are cut, the granaries
are full, the bins are loaded to
the brim with fatness, and from
the cider-press the rich brown
oozings of the York Imperials
run. The bee bores to the belly
of the grape, the ﬂy gets old
and fat and blue, he buzzes
loud, crawls slow, creeps heavily to death on sill and ceiling,
the sun goes down in blood and
pollen across the bronzed and
mown ﬁelds of the old October.”—Thomas Wolfe
“It was one of those sumptuous days when the world is
full of autumn muskiness and
tangy, crisp perfection: vivid
blue sky, deep green ﬁelds,
leaves in a thousand luminous
hues. It is a truly astounding sight when every tree in a
landscape becomes individual,
when each winding back highway and plump hillside is suddenly and inﬁnitely splashed
with every sharp shade that
nature can bestow - ﬂaming
scarlet, lustrous gold, throbbing
vermilion, ﬁery orange.”—Bill
Bryson
“I loved autumn, the one
season of the year that God
seemed to have put there just for
the beauty of it.”—Lee Maynard

Upper Lancaster
Misses Fannie Robison,
Susie Rock and Annie Ficklin
left Friday for their schools,
the former goes to Charlottesville where she has accepted
a private school. Misses Rock
and Ficklin have positions at
Pungoteague, Va., and in the
High school in Alexandria,
respectively.
Beverly Robinson and
Charlie Snead are visiting the
St. Louis Exposition.
Miss Sallie Tapscott, of
Newport News, is visiting her
aunt, Mrs. Mary Alice Pierce.

White Stone

Sunset on Mila’s working waterfront

Photo by Katie Harper

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal
Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Don’t let the
alarmists rule
A letter writer last week
called for leadership on global
climate action.
Many alarmists refuse to
acknowledge the actual data.
It took more than a decade
for alarmist scientists to
even acknowledge that our
warming had stopped. Even
had it continued, that would
hardly render their claims
plausible. Only last year the
UN ﬁnally admitted that the
Medieval Warming Period was
warmer than now.
Statistical studies have conclusively shown that bizarre
weather events (hurricanes,
typhoons, tornados, droughts,
ﬂoods, and earthquakes) have
nothing to do with human
activity. All these events have
been even less severe and less
frequent over the past few
decades. Nonetheless, alarmists continue to blame these
events on such things as fossil
fuel use.
There is no basis for the
alarmists’ claim that an increasing level of carbon dioxide will
cause signiﬁcant rise in global
temperature. Temperature data
now clearly show that climate
sensitivity to co2 increase is
much lower than assumed.
The folks who claimed the science was “settled” have now
offered up nearly 50 excuses
to “explain” the lack of further
warming for the past 18 years.
Ironically, nearly every excuse
involves natural climate varia-

tion.
The writer refers to the “People’s Climate March” planned
for September 21. Some of
the ofﬁcial “partners” in that
march include the Communist Party USA, Ecosocialist
Horizons, International Socialist Organization, Democratic
Socialists of America, Freedom Road Socialist Organization, Freedom Socialist Party,
Socialist Action, and Socialist
Alternative.
The belief is that the UN
plans in Paris in 2015 (or
before) for a Global Bureaucracy Managed Climate Agreement. This UN plan for Paris,
will amount to a world government along the lines of the
unelected, unaccountable EU
Commissars who run Europe,
where Australia and other signatories will irreversibly sign
away some key elements of our
nation’s sovereignty on the pretext of saving the planet from
global warming.
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Turn up
the volume

Recently I attended a trial
resulting from a boundary
dispute which interested me
because I live near that area.
The trial was held in the new
Lancaster County courthouse.
When the trial began I
found that I could not hear
the discussion, even though
I have above average hearing. I asked people sitting

next to me if they could hear
and they admitted that they
were having great difficulty
hearing. I even observed
jurors with their hands up to
their ears to hear better.
At one point the judge
remarked that the microphone in front of him was
evidently there just for decoration.
Some speakers could be
heard better than others, but
some were completely inaudible.
At an afternoon break I
left, frustrated, because I

could not hear.
We should have a functioning sound system in our
beautiful new courthouse.
The purpose of a trial is to
hear and weigh opposing evidence. That cannot be done if
the judge, jurors, the plaintiff
and counsel, and the defendant and counsel cannot hear
the proceedings.
The sound system in the
courthouse should be fixed
before any further trials are
held there.
William Ronayne,
Lancaster

Fayette Sanders, of this
place, recently had a gasoline
engine installed in his canoe.
Jo. James, of Treakles, put it
in for him.
George Gresham, of near
here, and Jo. James, of Treakles, were in Norfolk and York
county last week.
Rev. G. Y. Bradley, Jr.,
has been assisting Rev. Mr.
Hicks in Revival services
at Menokin Baptist church,
upper Richmond county.
W. E. Hathaway lost two
ﬁne horses by being struck by
lightning and instantly killed
while in a ﬁeld Wednesday.

Millenbeck
There was quite a large
attendance at the Corrottoman Baptist church on
Sunday.
Mrs. E. T. Schools has
returned home after a pleasant stay in Middlesex county.
Mrs. W. W. Raynor and
son, Laurence, have returned
home from New York.
John H. Fallin, who had
been visiting at the home of J.
E. Blakemore, has returned to
his home in Philadelphia.
C. B. Gray, oyster inspector, was seen here last week
numbering and licensing
boats which are getting ready
for the oyster business.
(Transcribed by Stephen A.
Redd, volunteer of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum and
Library)

Tea Party to host ‘town hall’
The 99th District Tea Party
will host a town hall meeting
with Rep. Rob Wittman at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, September 23, at the
Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club,
3989 Whitechapel Road, Lively.
A Republican, Rep. Wittman
won the seat for the 99th House
District in the General Assembly
in 2005. He successfully ran in
2007 for Virginia’s First Congressional District in Congress
and is defending his seat this
November.
Rep. Wittman serves on the
House Armed Services Committee, and is the chairman of
the readiness subcommittee
and serves on the seapower and
expeditionary forces subcommittee. He is co-chairman of
the Congressional Shipbuilding
Caucus where he is a staunch
advocate for the Virginia ship-

building industry and a healthy
naval ﬂeet, reported 99th District
Tea Party vice president Lyn
Neira.
Rep. Wittman also serves
on the House Committee on
Natural Resources. He is cochairman of the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed Caucus, and a
member of the ﬁsheries, wildlife and oceans subcommittee and the energy and mineral
resources subcommittee. He
uses his years of experience as
ﬁeld director for the Virginia
Department of Health’s Division
of Shellﬁsh Sanitation and as an
environmental health specialist
for Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula health departments.
In 2012, Rep. Wittman was
appointed to serve his third
term as the chairman of the U.S.
Naval Academy’s Board of Visi-

tors.
He believes one of the most
signiﬁcant issues facing Congress, and the nation, is illegal
immigration and that securing
our borders is a top priority that
needs to take place ﬁrst, said
Neira. He does support legal
immigration and particularly the
H2-B visa program that provides
for small and seasonal businesses that rely on temporary
workers in order to survive.
He has stated: “We need
to strictly enforce our current
laws while ensuring that we
do not reward those who have
broken our laws. I am absolutely
opposed to amnesty for illegal
immigrants.”
Rob and his wife, Katherine,
live in Montross. They have two
children and three grandchildren.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

M

onday my good wife and I celebrated
20 years of parenthood. Two decades
have passed since Dr. Matt Vogel handed
me the scissors, and said I could cut the ﬁrst
B.E. free, and at an age when most men have
become grandfathers, I entered paternity. I
often think of the metaphor of “cutting the
child free,” which carries over into everyday
life as the child grows and develops his or
her own interests, and the parents’ level of
support evolves with each step of life’s journey.
I am certain that I have learned as much,
if not more, from my children than they have
from me. The Elder B.E. was born 15 years
after the death of my father, but he manifests
many of his grandfather’s traits and habits,
most particularly his engaging sense of
humor, as the Younger B.E. has inherited it
also, along with my mother’s tastes and interests in wardrobe matters.
To celebrate our parenthood day, my
good wife and I traveled out to Charlottes-

I am certain that I have
learned as much, if not more,
from my children than they
have from me.
ville to spend the afternoon with the B.E.s.
When I was in graduate school, my mentor
introduced me to the culinary delights of
Hukua tea, which is quite similar to Lapsang
Souchong, that is readily available locally at
Tri-Star. A ﬁne cup of the latter is my favorite afternoon treat. Monday afternoon as we
strolled through a new shopping complex
in Charlottesville, we came upon a tea merchant in a newly opened store.
When we went inside to ﬁnd tens of tins of
possibly every variety, the Elder B.E. related
that his favorite was Lapsang Souchong, and
I thought that in another way the acorn was
manifesting itself as not having fallen very

far from the oak.
Three years ago on the eve of his birthday
we went to a cross country meet, one of my
favorite parental activities. We watched the
teams bound off when the pistol was ﬁred,
and 15 minutes later as the leaders emerged
from the woods heading for the ﬁnish line, I
beheld our Elder B. E. out in front. I thought
Joann Webb-Fary, the team’s spectacular
coach, seemed concerned that I might need
smelling salts. When he crossed ﬁrst, I realized that the occasion was the ﬁrst time in
recorded history that a Hull had won an athletic competition, thus in that respect he has
introduced a new facet to our family lore.
Shortly after the B.E.s arrived, a friend
told my good wife that she reﬂected on that
period of her own motherhood by remembering the old adage, “The days are long, but
the years are short.” Almost 20 years later, I
understand full well what she meant. In the
present stage of parenthood, I ﬁnd both the
days and the years to be short. The Elder B.E.

is in the last half of college, and the Younger
has begun her academic passage, leaving me
still thinking that pre-school under the brilliant tutelage of Helen Pitman on her idyllic
farm, seems but a few months ago.
Not long after my good wife and I committed matrimony, a lady remarked that she had
learned that I had married, and she wanted to
know all about my wife. In reply, I recounted
a brief rundown of her background, ending
by remarking on our age difference. The lady
responded by saying, “Oh really? Which one
of you is older?”
All these years later, speaking only for
myself, as I presume not to fathom my good
wife’s thinking on the topic with respect
to her own standpoint, I consider myself
younger because of the B.E.s. With respect
to my good wife, I will venture to say that
she frequently does tell folks that I had children to have the pleasures of a second childhood myself. If so, it has been as great as the
ﬁrst one.
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YOUR LETTERS
Teaching
U.S. history

Do you remember?
In this photo from 1945 or 1946, A.C. Elmore, former owner of Currie Funeral Home,
HMWTPE]WWSQISJLMWQSHIPEMVGVEJX)PQSVI.SI%HEQWERH.SLR/E]¾I[XLITPERIWMR
the funeral home parking lot, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn.
“Do you remember?” is a community service of the museum. Photo courtesy of Betty
Crandall and Currie Funeral Home.

YOUR LETTERS
Rice for President
I have heard the discussion
about the need for a female
president in the next election.
Personally, I don’t care if the
next president is male, female,
black or white. I don’t care if
they are from Hispanic, Native
American, German or whatever heritage. I care about their
ability to lead the country and
believe in America’s greatness.
I would prefer someone who
has not served in the Congress
of the U.S. because electing
one of them would mean the
same alliances. I would prefer
someone who is not a Washington insider for the same
reason.
However, I am not naïve.
Whoever runs and gets elected
will have created alliances to
get elected but it will be new
ones and maybe some new
ideas will emerge.
Having the above as my
preferred candidate I realize
the probability of having such
a candidate is unlikely. We as
voters have unwittingly and
tacitly allowed a two-party
system to take root and I don’t
see a way to undo that system.
Realistically, the amount of
money those two parties collect
and use makes it impossible for
a non-afﬁliated candidate to
win a presidential election. A
third party candidate can keep
a candidate from winning but
realistically cannot win.
Having said all of that, I do
not see how there can be opposition to the former female
Secretary of State being president. Her credentials in dealing
with foreign governments are
undeniable. Her ability to lead
from a position of authority is
impeccable. Her belief in the
greatness of America is without question. She did not ﬁnd
the Whitewater papers that had
been misplaced. She did not
cover up or refuse to answer
questions about Benghazi.
For all of those reasons I
fully support Condoleezza
Rice for president.
Al Hall,
Reedville

Sen. Warner’s
voting record
Six years ago when Sen.
Warner ﬁrst ran for the Senate, I
thought his business background
would be a fresh breeze in the
anti-business, free spending
Senate. I was wrong.
He is now running for his
second six-year term in the
Senate; and it appears that he
would like us to believe he is a
moderate voice for the citizens of
Virginia.
The Truth-O-Meter, from the
website politifact.com, reported
that Warner voted to support
President Obama’s bills 97% of
the time. The CQ Weekly, a nonpartisan Washington news service
formerly known as the Congressional Weekly, concluded that
Sen. Warner’s 97% support of all
President Obama’s legislation is
slightly higher than the average
for all Democratic Senators who
backed President Obama’s position 96% of the time last year and
95.4% of the time since 2009.
The CQ Weekly also conﬁrmed that Senator Warner supported the president on:
s 4HE !FFORDABLE #ARE !CT
commonly referred to as
“Obama-Care.”
s )NCREASING THE DEBT LIMIT OF
the federal government to permit
signiﬁcantly more spending in
excess of the revenue collected
by the federal government.

s %XTENDING THE 0ATRIOT !CT TO
permit increased surveillance of
American citizens.
The National Journal, a magazine which reports on the current
political environment, rated Warner’s voting record as among the
most liberal of Senators in the
100-seat U.S. Senate.
President Obama intends to
leave his mark on gun control,
open borders, citizenship for
illegal immigrants, the IRS and
VA scandals, increased welfare expenditures for illegal
immigrants and global warming. Based on Senator Warner’s
voting record over the last six
years, where do you think he will
stand on these issues?
Garey Conrad,
Urbanna

Supporting
Wittman
on education
A recent letter was critical of
the record of our Congressman
Rob Wittman on education
issues.
I write to congratulate Wittman for his balanced and
common sense stand on issues
relating to education. For far
too long, bureaucrats in Washington have sought to control
all aspects of public education. Assuming that more
money is always the problem,
they devise federal programs
to solve every perceived deﬁciency.
Residents of the Northern
Neck are understandably concerned about quality education. But we also have learned
that more federal programs are
not necessarily the solution, as
experience with the No Child
Left Behind mandates have
shown.
As a strong supporter of
public schools and as the
husband of a public school
teacher, Rob Wittman knows
ﬁrst-hand the kind of dedication needed from teachers and
parents to provide the best education opportunities. He does
not believe in a cookie cutter
approach to education mandated by the feds, but rather an
approach that is personalized
by parents and teachers closest
to the child.
Rob Wittman believes that
the best decisions for education come from state and local
sources. He consistently supports efforts to put less of our
children’s education into the
hands of the federal government, and more into the hands
of parents and teachers.
On education, as well as on
a host of other critical issues
facing our nation, I strongly
support Wittman’s efforts in
Congress.
Carol Dawson,
Morattico

Like a tree

Have you ever argued with a
tree?
If you have, you have some
idea how I feel after reading
the latest letter from our indefatigable local global warming bellwether. Although I
have explained to him—several times—why carbon-based
taxes cannot be revenue-neutral, will greatly increase the
power of government, will distort economic life in all sorts
of unpleasant, surprising ways,
he just doesn’t respond. Like a
tree.
The bellwether has also been
challenged by other writers to
explain, among other things,
the many, well-publicized

shortcomings of the computer
models relied upon by the
global warming crowd. But
he’s kept his silence and
refused to grapple with their
arguments as well.
The favorite tactic of the
bellwether is to appeal to the
authority of certain studies and
economists. But he never goes
beyond saying “Accept them
because I say they’re authoritative.” He ignores challenges to
their factual claims and to their
reasoning. Consistently—and
disturbingly—he
explicitly
favors an authoritarian government.
By the way, it should be
embarrassing to have to note
that “appeal to authority” is
a logical fallacy. It’s time the
bellwether learned this.
To hold an opinion is as easy
as winning an argument with
a tree. However, to defend an
opinion by relying on sound
reasoning and quality evidence
is difﬁcult. The bellwether
should try it sometime.
For folks like me, the bright
side is that it’s now quite clear
that the complete absence of
any substantive argumentation
in the bellwether’s many letters
is because he has no substantive arguments to offer. Nothing but a slew of authoritarian
opinions. Pretty weak. Indeed,
Maximus Inﬁrmus!
The bellwether needs to
sharpen his argumentation
skills. I would be happy to
assist: I have a tree he can practice on.
Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Beware of
trade pacts

Do you ever call a tech
and can’t understand what
they are saying? Or is your
income not keeping up with
rising prices. Or you can’t
find goods that have been
made in America?
The trade pact NAFTA has
contributed to all of these
things. It has led to lower
wages, job losses, outsourcing, and even a loss of American sovereignty. Trade pacts
such as NAFTA are regional
arrangements that are foreign
governing bodies that take
control over not just trade
but also regulations that have
nothing to do with trade.
For example, the proposed
Trans-Pacific
Partnership
(TPP) has only 5 chapters of
the 29 that actually deal with
trade. They are detrimental to
our economy and would lead
to the eventual economic and
political integration of the
U.S. with 11 or more Pacific
Rim nations and the European Union (EU).
The
once
sovereign
nations in Europe joined
the EU, having been sold
on the premise that it would
be good for their economy.
Today the EU rules supreme
at the expense of the individual nation’s sovereignty. We
need to avoid the same trap.
Unlike free trade as advocated by Adam Smith, these
pacts are about destroying
American sovereignty.
For more information, visit
thenewamerican.com
and
type “trade pacts.” Then contact your legislators and urge
them to pledge now to vote
(whenever they come up for
a vote) against the TPP and
TTIP agreements.
Sue Long,
North

The history of our United
States is important because it’s
highly instructive to know how
we have become the world’s
dominant economy and a society that is the envy of many
people throughout the world.
It didn’t happen overnight but
built into a crescendo in the
latter half of the 18th century
and again in the early 20th century.
I focus on our country’s
foundation, exceptional in the
world’s history: a government
periodically re-formed by popular vote and which separates
governing power between legislative, executive, and judicial
branches. Laws and government policies to advance the
U.S. to what it is today were
joined by the lure of open land,
rights of private property, a
strong Judeo-Christian ethic,
Yankee ingenuity, and most
important of all—freedom.
Our unique history ought to
be taught in its proper context.
For example, the American
Revolution and along with it
the Declaration of Independence arose from conditions
so intolerable to the colonists
that they were willing to lay
down their lives and fortunes
to secede formally from England. The process which set
up the federal government and
gave rise to our Constitution
involved many people of differing views who knew that
at least nine of the 13 former

colonies must ratify it before
it could become the law of
the land. Valuable adjuncts in
the process were the Federalist Papers, 85 essays penned
by Alexander Hamilton, James
Madison and John Jay. They
were consequential as debating arguments against the
anti-federalists but have been
cited hundreds of times by the
Supreme Court. Detailed judicial review of all laws becomes
adjunct to the Constitution.
Along this path, many
wrongs were righted, from
slavery to monopolies to
restricted suffrage; many still
remain, and so understanding
the march of history has to be
learned for good citizenship.
Sam Marshall,
White Stone

Congress should
reauthorize
Ex-Im Bank
The Export-Import Bank, or
Ex-Im, is a small, little-known
government agency that provides direct support in the
areas of ﬁnancing and insurance to small businesses.
The bank is vital to America’s success by helping many
small businesses take their
business global. Small-business owners and their employees depend on the Ex-Im Bank
to tackle new markets and
create new jobs.
If Congress fails to reauthorize the Ex-Im Bank by
September 30, it will be
forced to shut down. At this

point, the Senate is expected
to vote on a ﬁve-year extension of the Ex-Im Bank
authorization during this
brief legislative period. However, House Majority Leader
Kevin McCarthy has said he
wouldn’t support the measure,
casting the bank’s future in
doubt.
Norm Mosher, Democratic
candidate for the First Congressional District, is calling
on Rob Wittman to urge his
leadership to bring the Ex-Im
reauthorization bill up for a
vote in the House before the
deadline. Mosher believes
“the bank is critical to helping
the growth of U.S. small businesses, such as the thousands
of small businesses in the
First Congressional District.”
Norm Mosher understands
the importance of the Ex-Im
bank to the success and growth
of our small businesses and
their contributions to economic growth. He believes
members of Congress should
quit treating small business
like they are expendable, and
start treating them for what
they are: vital to America’s
success.
I join Norm Mosher in calling on Rob Wittman to urge
the Republican leadership in
the House to bring the Ex-Im
Bank reauthorization up for a
vote. Congress should do its
job and vote for the Ex-Im
Bank reauthorization and keep
America’s recovery going.
Donna Thompson,
White Stone

GET CERTIFIED AND GET HIRED
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Currently job-shadowing RCC IT department; looking forward to a bright future in information technology.
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Darren Dameron
Currently employed with An All-American Oyster Company; looking forward to purchasing his own car.
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She Retired
From
Nursing,
Not From Life.

Doris Clements

As a former health care professional Doris had a
good idea that the pain in her shoulder was going
to require surgery. What was truly a good idea was her
decision to have orthopedic surgeon David
Muron, MD, provide the kind of treatment
helped her return to what she enjoyed,
that help
free.
pain free
Doris’s story at
Read Do
riversideonline.com/orthostories.
riverside

Orthopedic Specialists
Gloucester
riversideonline.com/ortho

Are you living with joint pain?
David J. Muron, MD

Make an appointment
today (804) 693-0529.
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Secretary Ward to meet
with Lancaster Democrats
The Lancaster Democratic
Committee will meet at 7 p.m.
September 22 at Bank of Lancaster northside, 432 Main
Street, Kilmarnock.
Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources Molly Ward will
speak.
Secaretary Ward is a former
treasurer and mayor of Hampton, reported acting chairman

Nick Magnani. She has represented the city and region on
numerous planning commissions and she led the delegation
that resulted in Fort Monroe
becoming a national monument.
Most recently, she served as
special assistant to the president and the deputy director of
intergovernmental affairs at the
White House, said Magnani.

Secretary Ward will speak
on what is going on in the state
regarding natural resources.
Doors will open at 6:30
p.m. for a pre-meeting social.
The business meeting will
include updates for the Mosher
and Warner campaigns and a
review of the Labor Day picnic.
Secretary Ward will speak at
7:30 p.m.

Oysters and politics slated October 4
The Northumberland County
Republican Party will hold the
annual oyster festival from 2 to
5 p.m. October 4 at Cowart Sea“Harvesting the Pound” (above) by Robert Wilson of Reedville earned second in the food, 755 Lake Landing Drive,
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 2014 Best of the Bay Photo Contest.
Lottsburg.
The event will provide a platform for political candidates
and leaders to address local
citizens on Northern Neck
issues while enjoying delicious
Cowart oysters, reported vice
chairman George Beckett. The
Cowart family has been in the
he Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay
the bay, may have noticed the poles and nets
canning and seafood processing
recently announced the winners of its
of the pound net ﬁshermen, but few have witbusiness for many generations
2014 Best of the Bay Photo Contest.
nessed or experienced what this work entails,” and guests can see how the oysRobert Wilson of Reedville was awarded
said Wilson. “It is heavy, wet and risky work
ters are prepared.
second place for “Harvesting the Pound.”
performed before and at sunrise in all weather
Judges picked the top three winners from
conditions. I hope that ‘Harvest the Pound’
nearly 100 entries. Michele Fletcher of Rockhelps to generate some understanding and
bridge Baths was the grand prize winner with
respect for those who make their living from
“Falling Springs Fairyland,” and David Parthe bay.”
rish of Richmond took third with “An Hour’s
Wilson’s photo, other winners and entries will
Time for a
Work.”
be included in the 2015 Alliance Calendar. All
Each entry was judged on composition, how
contest entries will be displayed at the Taste of
carbon tax
well it conveyed the importance of the Chesathe Chesapeake celebration September 18 at
Regardless of whether readpeake Bay watershed and why the Alliance’s
Quiet Waters Park, Annapolis, Md.
ers think the cause of climate
work for bay restoration and preservation is
To join the Alliance, request a calendar,
critical.
purchase tickets to the celebration, or view the change is man, God, or Mother
Nature, the rise in earth’s levels
“Visitors to the bay, and many who live near
winning photos, visit allianceforthebay.org.
of carbon dioxide is a measurable metric and clearly is
reaching dangerous levels.
A new United Nations’
report states that we are now
accumulating carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere faster than
make sure historical records are seas and plant life can cope
public, must be kept secret.
by Amy Bennett
available on a timely basis and with it.
How is this possible?
What does the new level
The record can continue to be stem the worst abuses by allowOver time federal agencies
have ﬂipped the Freedom of withheld because it ﬁts under ing a court to weigh-in where mean?
“We’re probably getting to
Information Act (ACT) on its the rubric of the FOIA’s exemp- necessary to make sure records
the
point where we’re lookhead. Congress clearly intended tion for “inter- and intra-agency that would show waste, fraud,
the FOIA to be a tool for the records.” While this exemption abuse, or illegality are released. ing at the ‘safe zone’ in the
With trust in government at an rearview mirror,” according to
public to pry information out of was originally intended in part
federal agencies. In recent years, in allow agency ofﬁcials to give all-time low, the public clearly Princeton University Profeshowever, agencies have blatantly candid advice before an agency has an appetite for laws that sor of Geosciences Michael
abused opaque language in the has made an ofﬁcial decision, would make it easier to under- Oppenheimer, quoted in the
law to keep records that might be agencies have stretched its use to stand what the government is Washington Post.
Some will attempt to debate
embarrassing out of the public’s cover practically anything that is doing and why, and to hold
the
data or deny it entirely. But
not a “ﬁnal” version of a docu- government ofﬁcials accounthands forever.
One of the clearest examples ment. As long as a record meets able for their actions. The public facts are facts.
It’s time to take sensible preof this problem has been play- the technical deﬁnition of an would also beneﬁt from seeing
ventive
measures. A carbon tax
ing itself out in court rooms over “inter- or intra-agency record,” that Congress can still work in
the last few years as the Central there is nothing the public–or a bipartisan fashion to address would be a start.
Jeffrey Warren,
Intelligence Agency (CIA) has courts–can do to make an agency issues. Time is running out to
Kilmarnock
make S. 2520 the law during this
successfully argued against the release it.
Thankfully, Congress has session of Congress, though.
release of a 30-year-old “draft”
While the House unanivolume of the ofﬁcial history recognized this black hole in
of the 1961 Bay of Pigs Disas- the public’s right to know, and mously passed a bill that
ter. There are few records in the has stepped in with a bill that included many reforms that are
federal government that are seen promises to close the loophole similar to S. 2520 earlier this
to merit such secrecy. This draft and make other changes that year, the House bill does not
CIA history is afforded stron- would improve the FOIA pro- address the problem with interger protections than the presi- cess. Longtime FOIA champi- and intra-agency records. With
dent’s records, or even classiﬁed ons Sen. Patrick Leahy and Sen. Congress back in session, memnational security information. John Cornyn have introduced S. bers will have to work across
Members of the public are able 2520, the FOIA Improvement the aisle and across the Capitol
to access similar records gener- Act. The bill takes the common Dome to make sure they reach a
ated by the White House as early sense step of requiring agencies compromise to put on the presias 12 years after the president to weigh the public interest in dent’s desk before the session
leaves ofﬁce. Even most classi- the release of an inter- or intra- ends January 3, 2015.
This is work Congress can,
ﬁed national security informa- agency record when considering
tion is automatically declassi- whether to withhold it, and also and must, do to help restore
ﬁed after 25 years. Yet, the CIA puts a time limit of 25 years on freedom to information in the
FOIA.
continues to insist that releasing the use of the exemption.
Amy Bennett is assistant direca draft volume of a history of
Far from radically changing
events that occurred more than how requests are currently pro- tor of OpenTheGovernment.org.
50 years ago, and are already cessed, this narrowly tailored This commentary is supplied by
generally understood by the change to the law would help American Forum.

Wilson places second in 2014
Best of the Bay photo contest

Senatorial candidate Ed Gillespie has been invited to speak.
Representative Rob Wittman
has agreed to address local
issues with fellow Republicans.
State Sen. Ryan McDougle and
Del. Margaret Ransome will
address current Virginia issues.
The Honeywind Bluegrass
band will provide the entertain-

ment. In addition to the steamed
and raw oysters, the menu will
include seafood chowder and
hot dogs. Adult beverages may
be purchased.
Tickets are $35 for adults and
$5 for children. Advance tickets are available at 529-6484,
or 580-5179. Tickets may be
purchased at the door.
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Restoring freedom to information
in the Freedom of Information Act
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Is your heating and cooling
system up to par?
Here’s your opportunity
to score a birdie.
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f ing Lennox home comfort system.
®

Receive
v up to a $250
Dominion Virginia
Pow
ower Rebate.
Call dealer for details.

804-462-0640

ww
w
ww.redlawmechanical.net
2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster,
r VA
V 22503
Quality
t HVA
V C Serv
r ice
OFFER EXPIRES 11/28/2014.
*System rebate offers range from $300 to $1,700. See your local Lennox dealer for details.
© 2014 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

