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K I L M A R N O C K — D r a m a t i c 
changes are under way in Lancaster 
schools, and the community and school 
board seem to approve.

“In the first week of school, (super-
intendent) Steve Parker had lunch with 
kindergardeners,” reported District 4 
member Patrick McCranie at Monday 
night’s school board meeting. 

“Steve and (assistant superintendent) 
Dan Russell greeted kids getting off 
the buses; they took turns visiting the 
schools. Both Steve and Dan attended 
the cross country meet...and J.V. football 
game, too,” said McCranie. 

He noted that high school princi-
pal Erskine Morgan donned workout 
clothes and worked out in the weight 
room with athletes after school, elicit-
ing positive comments from students, 
as well.

“That’s just what we need. It’s nice to 
see a leader like our superintendent who 
is leading up front. It’s refreshing,” he 
added.

Board members said they received a 
number of compliments about Parker.  

District 5 member and board chair-
man Dr. Robert Westbrook said he’s 
received positive comments from a 
number of people in the community 
saying the changes are “refreshing.”

School principals, vice principals and 
education specialists and teachers who 
previously were under a mandatory 
attendance order, were not at meeting.

“I told them not to come unless they 
have a presentation,” said Parker. “They 
work too hard to have to be here. That’s 
my job.”

Also missing were the education 
committee of the local Tea Party, self-
imposed county financial “watchers” 
and parents. Only nine people were in 
the gallery. 

The meeting lasted just under an 
hour. The short agenda caused District 2 
member Ella Davis to comment, “Good. 
I can watch Jeopardy.”   

In the superintendent’s report, Parker 
said changes are being made to allevi-
ate congestion at the beginning of the 
school day.

“School opening went great. There are 
still some transportation issues to work 
out,” he noted. “We’re adding a bus at 
the primary school to alleviate time kids 
are on the bus and over-loading of buses. 

We’re also adjusting some start times.”
Parker noted a number of high school 

parents had expressed concerns that the 
school rating of “accredited with warn-
ing” will present problems for children 
applying to colleges.

“I want to put parents’ minds at ease—
it won’t affect their ability to get into col-
lege. Colleges look at GPA (grade point 
average), courses, test results of SAT, 
ACT and the overall person,” he said.

He announced the district contracted 
with Noel Woolard, a behavioral spe-
cialist from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, to train staff in behavior 
intervention and behavior assessment, 
in order to defuse and eliminate disrup-
tions in education. 

Parker reported tutoring coordinator 
Sandy Armstrong was “doing a great 
job” with the volunteer program and is 
in the process of issuing badges. 

On a 4-0 vote, county administrator 
Frank Pleva received board approval 
on a resolution allowing the county to 
use the primary school as collateral for 
some $8 million in county loans that 
will, in part, benefit many school proj-
ects including purchase of the current 
library building adjacent to the middle 
school, an athletic building at the high 
school and new school buses.

“This is symbolic of the spirit of 
cooperation between the county and 
school boards,” said District 1 member 
Bob Smart.

District 3 member Don McCann did 
not attend the meeting.

Also winning approval was a com-
puter use agreement parents will be 
required to sign before freshmen will 
be issued computer tablets that will con-
tain all their textbooks. The tablets were 
supplied by the state to schools that did 
not make full accreditation and will be 
issued to each class of freshmen for four 
years.

Parker reported they are still work-
ing out a few problems and loading the 
tablets with filters before they are issued 
later this week.

While they don’t require internet 
service for operation, Parker said he is 
working on getting “low-cost internet” 
into students’ homes.

The board agreed to meet with Parker 
to establish goals for his evaluation pro-
cess. The meeting will take place after 
teacher and principal goals are estab-
lished in mid-October. 

WARSAW—Two Virginia cabi-
net secretaries heard strong opinions 
from citizens and county officials 
September 3 at a panel discussion 
on hydrofracturing sponsored by 
the Northern Neck Chesapeake Bay 
Region Partnership.

Virginia Secretary of Natural 
Resources Molly Ward and Secretary 
of Commerce Maurice Jones were 
two members of a panel discussion 
on fracking. Ward said the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality is 
“laser-focused” on protecting the 
Potomac aquifer, which provides the 
freshwater supply for the tidewater 
region and much of the East Coast. 
Fracking operations would have to 
drill through the Potomac aquifer to 
access the natural gas locked in shale 

beds under the aquifer. The Taylors-
ville Basin, one such shale bed, lies 
underneath the upper Northern Neck. 
Texas-based Shore Exploration has 
leased about 86,000 acres in Caro-
line, King George, King and Queen, 
Essex, and Westmoreland counties 
for oil and gas exploration.

However, Ward said, no permit 
applications for drilling have yet 
been filed, and it is unlikely that the 
McAuliffe administration will see 
any before the next gubernatorial 
election.

“I personally believe that these 
land use decisions should get made at 
a local level,” Ward said.

Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission executive director Jerry 
Davis, who moderated the panel dis-

LOTTSBURG—The new school year has gotten off to a 
smooth start, Northumberland schools superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates told the school board at on Monday.

In addition, several events held before the opening of school 
have been well received, said Gates.

“Convocation was another huge hit, with Lancaster County 
and the secretary of education here from the governor’s office,” 
Gates said. “I’ve had very positive feedback from staff mem-
bers and community members who attended that.”

According to Gates, 600 people, 340 of them students, 
attended a back-to-school rally.

“I really want to thank the support of the community for the 
gifts and money,” said school board member Gerald Howard. 
“I don’t think we went to one place that did not give some-
thing.”

Gates also reported on enrollment numbers for the 2014-15 
academic session.

At Northumberland Elementary, 93 students are enrolled in 
kindergarten, 92 in first grade, 99 in second, 97 in third, 102 in 
fourth and 102 in fifth, for a total of 585 students.

At Northumberland Middle, 109 students are enrolled in 
sixth grade, 105 in seventh and 121 in eighth for a total of 335 
students.

At Northumberland High,  127 students are enrolled in 
ninth, 126 in tenth, 83 in eleventh and 96 in twelfth, for a total of 432 students.

Gates also reported the nonresident student numbers have continued to climb, from 59 last school year to 63 this year.
“People want to come to Northumberland County,” Gates said.

Eye-catching watercraft
Visitors board the Elva C. while others admire boats dockside at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum on 
Saturday. The museum hosted the Antique and Traditional Boat Show, which included boats on display 

appear on page D8 and at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Northumberland classes start smoothly
by Renss Greene

Positive changes 
are noted a week 
into school year

by Audrey Thomasson

Fracking regulation is a local issue, says panel

Virginia Oil and Gas Association 
president Brentley Archer, said 
that since 2008 there has been a 
“revolution” in the energy industry 
brought on by the ability to access 
gas locked in shale deposits.

Richard Parrish, senior attorney 
at the Southern Environmental 
Law Center, said that fracking’s 
hazards to communities “can be 
handled, but not if you rush into 
it without careful thought.”

Virginia Secretary of Commerce 
Maurice Jones drew criticism 
from some audience members 
for his emphasis on jobs creation. 
“I think everybody’s priority is 
economic growth,” he said.

by Renss Greene

FRACKING, continued on page A2

Crisis plan updated
School resource 

Garland (right) 
briefed the 
Northumberland 
school board on 
the schools’ crisis 
plan. The plan has 
changed very little 
from previous 
years, except to 
remove the word 
“lockdown” from 
announcements 
for administrative 
lockdowns, which 
are routine 
lockdowns and 
not as serious as actual lockdowns, said 
Garland. “When you use that L-word, the 
kids freak out,” said Garland.
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cussion, said in his introduc-
tion that the lack of an Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
representative on the panel was 
telling.

“They consider this a state 
and local matter, and I think the 
empty chair says a lot, because 
I think it sort of confirms what 
we’re seeing across the country, 
in that their problems aren’t being 
addressed at the federal level,” 
Davis said.

“This is a good time to have 
this discussion, and put this in the 
context of overall energy policy, 
what’s possible, what areas should 
we stay away from, and where do 
we go from here,” said Brentley 
Archer, president of the Virginia 
Oil and Gas Association. Archer 
said fracking has caused down-
ward pressure on utility bills and 
encouraged industrial and manu-
facturing activity near areas with 
fracking, and called natural gas 
the cleanest of the hydrocarbons.

“In the big discussion, just like 
anything else, we want to talk 
about impacts and we want to 
talk about benefits,” Archer said. 
“In any energy source that is used 
to produce power, we’re going to 
have that discussion.”

Richard Parrish, senior attor-
ney at the Southern Environmen-
tal Law Center, agreed that now 
is the time to talk about fracking 
regulation.

“Virginia really has almost no 
experience with what’s called 
high-volume hydraulic fractur-
ing,” Parrish said. He said this 
type of fracking comes with 
heavy truck traffic and round-
the-clock industrial activity. “The 
question, really, for local govern-
ments in the Taylorsville Basin 
area is how to best prepare for the 
possible development of a heavy 
industrial activity in a rural area,” 
Parrish said.

However, Parrish said, it is the 
opinion of the Southern Environ-
mental Law Center and several 
other attorneys that counties and 
localities have broad regulatory 
authority over fracking opera-
tions, especially in the tidewater 
area.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Amazing Raise, a 36-hour online 
giving event from 6 a.m. Sep-
tember 17 to 6 p.m. September 
18, will conclude with a “final 
hour” celebration beginning at 
5 p.m. September 18 at the Rap-
pahannock Community College 
Kilmarnock Center. The event 
will benefit nearly 70 organiza-
tions serving Lancaster, Middle-
sex and Northumberland.

“Rappahannock Community 
College and the River Coun-

The Seldom Scene opens On Stage season
Seen and heard by hundreds September 7 in Kilmarnock, The Seldom Scene opened the 21st On Stage performing 
arts series, produced by the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts. The show featured energetic interpretations 
of traditional bluegrass, rock, folk and blues. From left are founding member Ben Eldridge, Lou Reid, Ronnie 
Simpkins, Dudley Connell and Fred Travers. Eldridge and founding members John Sterling, Tom Gray, John Duffey 
(posthumously) and Mike Auldridge (posthumously) will be inducted into the International Bluegrass Music Hall of 
Fame at the International Bluegrass Music Association’s 25th International Bluegrass Music Awards October 2 in 
Raleigh, N.C. Photo by John Cann

COLONIAL BEACH—
Chairman Ida C. Hall recently 
announced the Potomac 
River Fisheries Com-
mission will meet at 9 a.m. 
Friday, September 12, in the 
John T. Parran Hearing Room 
of  the Potomac River Fisher-
ies Commission Building, 222 
Taylor Street, Colonial Beach. 
Hall invites all interested per-
sons to attend this public meet-
ing.

Items on the agenda include 
a crab harvest report, reports 
from the oyster/clam, blue crab 
and finfish advisory commit-
tees, a report from the Oyster 
Management Reserve Pro-
gram meeting, a report from 
the Striped Bass Allocation 
Review Work Group meeting, 
updates on Jones Shore, the 
proposed Weir Creek Marina, 
the fall 2014 NOAA oyster bar 
survey, a presentation of the 
American Eel YOY survey by 
VIMS, and an update on the 
status of the Potomac River 
Atlantic Menhaden Harvest.

Other items on the agenda 
include a summary of the 
August ASMFC meeting, 
adoption of the 2014-15 gill 
net and oyster seasons, con-
sideration of changing miscel-
laneous striped bass tag alloca-
tion, and a violation hearing.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Town Coun-
cil will conduct a public hear-
ing on its updated floodplain 
overlay ordinance Monday, 
September 15. 

Council will convene at 7 
p.m. at Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Deputy town manager Susan 
Cockrell will address Kilmar-
nock’s branding work. Coun-
cil also will hear committee 
updates and a report on side-
walk work from Hatton Avenue 
to Magnolia Circle. 

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council will hold two public 
hearings tonight, September 11. 
The meeting will begin at 7:30 
p.m. at Town Hall, 235 Steam-
boat Road, Irvington.

A hearing on adoption of 
changes in the floodplain ordi-
nance will be followed by a 
hearing on a conditional use 
permit request from Diane F. 
Ward to install a swimming 
pool at 313 The Lane.

Also on the agenda, members 
will appoint a council member 
to be their liaison on the plan-
ning commission.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors on September 
4 renewed its biennial per-
formance contract with the 
Middle Peninsula Northern 
Neck Community Services 
Board (CSB).

Executive director Charles 
Walsh explained that every 
two years the CSB must 
submit a contract and operat-
ing budget to each locality it 
represents, Essex, Gloucester, 
King and Queen, King Wil-
liam, Mathews, Middlesex, 
Richmond, Westmoreland, 
Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties.

“We’re probably one of 
the largest employers in the 
Northern Neck and in the 
Middle Peninsula area,” said 
Walsh. 

The CSB operates with a 
budget in excess of $23 mil-
lion and employs 550 people, 
he said.

According to documentation 
submitted to the supervisors, 
the CSB will pay $1,170,403 
in wages in the county and will 
collect $42,161 from Northum-
berland in fiscal year 2015.

By a 5-0 vote, the board 
approved the CSB contract 
and budget.
Other action

Northumberland Public 
Library director Alice Cooper 
reported the county needs 
to increase library funding 
by $4,831 to meet state aid 
requirements, or risk losing 
state funding.

Instead of adopting a five-
year plan for meeting state 
aid requirements, the board 
voted 5-0 to simply commit 
the total amount for fiscal 
year 2016. The action would 
increase the library budget 
from $138,432 in the current 
year  to $143,263 in fiscal year 
2016, a 3.5% increase.

The board also appointed 
Gail Haynie to the county 
tourism board and granted an 
annual dance permit to Robert 
“Joey” Tubbs and Luna’s Res-
taurant in Callao.

Fracking regulation is a local issue
continued from page A2

“With all due respect, we will 
join other voices, including some 
of our local government represen-
tatives today, in asking the gover-
nor and the secretaries to conduct 
that kind of comprehensive study 
in Virginia,” Parrish said.

“My humble plea to you, as 
you think about this whole frack-
ing discussion, is you’ve got to 
place this conversation in a larger 
conversation,” said Jones, adding 
at for the moment, he does not 
recommend a comprehensive 
study.

Jones’ comments seemed to 
strike a false note with much of 
the audience. After the discussion 
was opened to questions from 
the audience, some county-level 
government officials attacked his 
jobs-focused view.

“I was extremely shocked, Mr. 
Jones, to hear you say you would 
not recommend support for the 
state study,” said Ruby Brabo, 
a member of the King George 
board of supervisors.

Josh Colwell, vice chairman of 
the King George planning com-
mission, said Jones’ comment 
about a ‘larger conversation’ 
brought up competing priorities 
between economic growth and 
the environment, and asked Jones 
if his first priority was economic 
growth.

“I think everybody’s priority is 
economic growth,” Jones replied, 
prompting a chorus of no’s from 
the audience.

“We’re retired,” quipped one 
attendee.

Holly Harman, a member of 
the Westmoreland County Wet-
lands Board and Northern Neck 
Tourism Commission, said a 
Cornell University research 
team found that more than 40% 
of shale fracking wells drilled 
since 2009 in Pennsylvania have 
leaked into groundwater or the 
atmosphere. She said water is the 
culture and heritage of the North-
ern Neck.

“We feel that it is imperative 
that our officials wake up from 
the oil and gas industry induced 
trance, which I believe is what has 

happened so far, and provide true 
leadership on this issue,” Harman 
said. “That means following sci-
ence, and not the money.”

By contrast, Ken Snow, Shore 
Exploration’s senior land man, 
said the fracking technology is 
always improving.

“Fracking is something that 
is a multi-billion dollar a year 
industry with all kinds of compa-
nies that are doing it, and they’re 
constantly honing, fine-tuning 
what they’re doing,” Snow said, 
adding that “if somebody tries to 
pin me down on precisely what 
we’re going to do, the most pre-
cise thing I can say is, it will be 
absolutely the latest, state-of-the-
art of this continually and rapidly 
evolving process.”

Snow was not a member of the 
panel, but attended the discussion 
as an audience member. His posi-
tion puts him in charge of acquir-
ing leases for the company.

Rosemary Mahan, a member 
of the Westmoreland board of 
supervisors, wrapped up the dis-
cussion.

“If your representative on your 
local board of supervisors is not 
here, I suggest you call them and 
ask them why,” Mahan said.

Rappahannock Community College
will host Amazing Raise celebration

Numerous area organizations are participating 
in The Amazing Raise campaign September 17 
and 18. To make a donation of $25 or more, go to 
theamazingraise.org. 

ties Community Foundation are 
delighted to invite residents to 
share in the celebration of suc-
cess of this unique fundraising 
initiative which benefits our local 
community,” said president Dr. 
Elizabeth Crowther.  “I am proud 
to serve on the River Counties 
Community Foundation advi-
sory board and applaud the foun-
dation’s support of worthy local 
charitable organizations.”

During the celebration, com-
puters will be available to make 
last minute donations. Addition-

ally, participants will be able to 
watch the live gift leaderboard.  
WKWI 101.7 Bay FM and 104.9 
WIGO Country will broadcast 
from the event, providing on-air 
updates. Light refreshments will 
be served.

Donations of $25 or more may 
be made to eligible organizations 
throughout The Amazing Raise 
time frame at theamazingraise.
org.

River Counties Community 
Foundation is an affiliate of The 
Community Foundation Serving 

The Agenda
Local Government News Board

addresses
lingering
budgetary
matters

by Renss Greene

Richmond and Central Virginia, 
host of The Amazing Raise.

Among participating orga-
nizations are the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum, The 
Haven Shelter & Services Inc. 
and the Westmoreland County 
Museum

The Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum, according to director 
Shawn Hall, hopes to raise funds 
for a new tent. The tent will cost 
some $10,000.

The Haven’s goal for this event 
is to raise $5,000, said commu-
nity relations coordinator Sandy 
Longest.

The Westmoreland County 
Museum, according to direc-
tor Walt Heyer, hopes to raise 
$10,000 to help complete and 
permanently open the lower level 
of the Wakefield Building.

LANCASTER—The boat 
tax committee will meet at 
6 p.m. Monday, September 15 
at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

The committee will study the 
county's personal property tax 
levy on boats. The meeting was 
not held September 9 as previ-
ously reported.
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May 5-17, 2015 
13 Day Cruise/Tour

EXPLORE CHINA FROM 
SHANGHAI TO BEIJING

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA

Don’t miss the spectacular close-up view of China 
on a Viking River Cruise.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT ADVENTURE TRAVEL OFFICE

RSVP

What she needs is in your hands:
the goodness of God.

Given the easy, simple opportunity to save and serve 
and enrich 3,000 to 4,500 lives for generations to 
come, would you?

October 11th

th

Walk for Water/Save Lives 

What if you could give $10.00 

or $100.00 or more and give 

 

Your funding
Living Water Sustain-

able Treatment System that will purify up to 10,000 gallons of 

people, especially women and children, for many years to come.

glennccockrell@gmail.com
 

visit www.watermissions.org

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported no felony or 
misdemeanor arrests, as of the news deadline.
Activity Report

September 2: Staff responded to an 
assault call on Chestnut Grove Lane, to the 
area of Chestnut Grove Lane to assist Nor-
thumberland authorities in executing an arrest 
warrant, and to a civil domestic related com-
plaint on Mosquito Point Road; and received 
a larceny report from a Pinckardsville Road 
resident (complainant later reported that a 
family member believed the items to be scrap 
metal for recycling; criminal incident report 
was redacted).

September 3: Staff responded to a sus-
picious vehicle complaint on Johns Neck 
Road, to the Department of Social Services 
and received a child sexual assault report (no 
further information released in order to pro-
tect the victim and due to the nature of the 
offense), to a domestic disturbance on Pine 
Circle, and to a juvenile behavioral complaint 
in the 2400 block of River Road; received a 
walk-in complaint for a protective order; 
checked on the well-being of several teenag-
ers in the area of Shore Drive at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no emergency services 
needed; advice given to complainants re: juve-
nile behavioral complaints), and on the well-
being of a Hickory Lane resident at the request 
of a concerned out-of-state family member (no 
emergency services needed); and destroyed an 
injured game animal that was in the roadway 
near Kamps Mill and removed the carcass 
from the roadway. 

September 4: Staff received a landlord/
tenant complaint from the 1700 block of 
Morattico Road; responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency call on Twin Branch Road, and to a 
motorist’s complaint of damage to a vehicle 
caused by masonry that fell off of a truck and 
struck the car.

September 5: Staff responded to a pos-
sible prowler complaint on Ocran Road, to 
Shore Drive to assist Virginia State Police 
(VSP) with an arrest, to a road rage complaint 
in the area of Mary Ball and Devils Bottom 
roads, to a larceny complaint on Greentown 
Road (.25 cal. Pistol, S&W .40 cal. Pistol, 
Italian muzzle loaded shotgun, Remington 
1100 shotgun, .410 Mossberg shotgun, pistol, 
Husqvarna chain saw and chains, 3 sledge 
hammers, 2 axes, compound bow, crossbow, 
arrows, skill saw, socket set, crow bar, breaker 
bar, logging chains, tow hitch, 7 fishing rods 
and reels, 10 ft. john boat; $5,965 loss), to a 
child custody/visitation complaint on Beach 
Road (complainant cancelled the call), to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on Lumberlost 
Road, and to a noise violation complaint in 
the area of Fairweather Lane; received a pos-
sible attempted fraud complaint from a Moran 
Creek Road resident (correspondence received 
advising the complaint that a medical compa-
ny’s database had been hacked and that per-
sonal identifying information may have been 
stolen; the letter advised the complainant to 
monitor any unusual activity on credit cards; 
no criminal incident involved).

September 6: Staff responded with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash near River and White Chapel 
roads, with Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a disorderly conduct complaint on 
North Main Street, to an E911 disconnect 
call on Emlaw Lane (no emergency services 
needed), and with KPD to a disorderly conduct 
complaint on North Main Street; received an 
E911 disconnect call from Greentown Road 
(child playing on the phone); received a report 
of a stolen license plate (plate recovered and 
returned to owner; no criminal incident), a 
complaint of the theft of a vehicle from Johns 
Neck Road (vehicle involved in the traffic 
crash reported above; VSP investigating case), 
a walk-in complaint of damages to a vehicle 
by a rock thrown by another vehicle (road 
hazard to be reported to the insurance com-
pany; no criminal complaint), and an assault 
by threat complaint from a Joyful Way resi-
dent; checked on a suspicious vehicle parked 
at a church on Merry Point Road, and on two 
occupied vehicles parked behind a bank at 
1:40 a.m. (no criminal incident involved).

September 7: Staff notified Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed tree interfering with traffic on Chown-
ings Ferry Road; responded to an open door 
complaint, possible burglary, in the 8800 
block of River Road (no criminal incident 
involved), and to River Road, north of Litwal-
ton, on a motorist’s report of heavy damage to 
the guardrail and significant debris in the road-

way, possible crashed vehicle in the woods (no 
vehicle found, no crash report received; VDOT 
notified of damages); and recovered an aban-
doned bike near River and Sage Hill roads.

September 8: Staff notified VDOT of a 
large animal carcass interfering with traffic 
in the 6000 block of Mary Ball Road, and a 
downed tree interfering with traffic on Rocky 
Neck Road; received a walk-in complaint 
of trespass on Twin Branch Road, a walk-in 
complaint of trespass and malicious damage 
to property on Sage Hill Road, and a walk-in 
complaint of an out-of-state person sending 
text messages indicating the intent to commit 
suicide (based on the information provided by 
the complainant, authorities in Pennsylvania 
were notified and responded to the individu-
al’s address to conduct a well-being check); 
responded to a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Gaskins Road (operator in charge of clear-
ing land in the area),  to a domestic distur-
bance on Benson Road, and to destruction of 
property complaint on Acorn Drive, and to 
an E911 disconnect call on Lumberlost Road 
(telephone line problem); and received from a 
citizen the license, of a Lancaster County resi-
dent, that was found in Emmerton (contact and 
arrangements made for the citizen to recover 
the license).

September 9: Staff received a walk-in 
complaint for a protective order (magistrate 
did not find probable cause to issue the pro-
tective order), a walk-in complaint of the 
unauthorized use of a vehicle (vehicle loaned 
to an individual who died while in Balti-
more; the decedent’s family members are now 
using the vehicle and refuse to return it to the 
owner; complainant was advised to contact 
Baltimore authorities); and received a sexual 
assault report (no further information released 
in order to protect the victim and due to the 
nature of the investigation); and responded to 
a stalking complaint on Rappahannock Drive. 

Sheriff ’s staff also conducted 19 traffic 
stops, issued eight summonses, assisted seven 
motorists, reported four deer strikes, investi-
gated 10 building alarms, logged four inmate 
transports and fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash at River and White 
Chapel roads, a commercial fire alarm in the 
5100 block of Mary Ball Road, and debris 
cleanup on River Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against 14 individuals.
Felonies

Franklin Neale Sr., 45, of Warsaw was 
charged August 30 with writing a felony bad 
check to the Callao Supermarket.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 20, was charged August 
22 with a capias/attachment of the body for 
failing to obey a court order. He was arrested 
by the Richmond County Sheriff ’s Office.

A Lancaster man was charged August 27 
with a capias/attachment of the body for fail-
ing to appear in the Northumberland County 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. He 
was arrested by the Lancaster County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

A Lottsburg man, 23, was charged August 
29 with failing to appear in the Richmond 
County General District Court. 

A Callao woman, 44, was charged August 
29 with writing a bad check to Callao Super-
market. She was arrested by the Westmoreland 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

A Hague woman, 60, was charged August 
29 with writing a bad check to Callao Super-
market. She was arrested by the Westmoreland 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

A Reedville man, 56. was charged August 
29 on a Westmoreland County warrant with 
sexual battery.

A Reedville man, 44, was charged August 30 
with threatening an illegal act over the phone.

A Kinsale man, 51, was charged September 
1 with writing a bad check to Callao Super-
market. He was arrested by the Westmoreland 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

A Callao man, 56, was charged September 
1 with assault.

A Callao man, 31, was charged September 1 
with assault and battery.

A Richmond man, 45, was charged Septem-
ber 2 with a capias/attachment of the body for 
failing to provide child support.

A Callao man, 50, was charged September 5 
with a capias/attachment of the body for fail-
ing to obey a court order.

A Hampton man, 27, was charged Septem-
ber 7 with shoplifting from the Food Lion.

HEATHSVILLE—By a 4-1 
vote, the Northumberland board 
of supervisors on September 4 
authorized county administra-
tor Kenny Eades to advertise for 
an emergency medical services 
coordinator.

Board member Tommy 
Tomlin voted nay.

“I want a paramedic,” said 
Tomlin. “Paramedics are a little 
more medically trained, but they 
also get education in EMS lead-
ership.”

The advertisement lists min-
imum qualifications of a high 
school diploma, a Virginia 
Certified EMT intermediate or 
above, and three years experi-
ence in a leadership or man-
agement role in EMS, along 
with CPR and emergency 

vehicle operator certifications.
“I don’t see the necessity of 

making that a required quali-
fication,” said board chairman 
Ronnie Jett. 

He and Tomlin recalled a dis-
cussion among Northumberland’s 
three rescue squads, who debated 
over whether to require a para-
medic. Two of the three squads 
ultimately recommended the cur-
rent advertisement, added Eades.

“If the squads themselves say 
that’s the way they want to go, I 
think that’s the way we ought to 
go,” said board member Joe Self.

“I would move we advertise as 
the board has suggested, and we 
can make changes as time goes 
on,” Self said. “I think we need 
to do something.”

The motion passed 4-1 with 
Jett, Self, Jim Long and Richard 
Haynie in favor.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
president Capt. Andy 
Kauders reported crews 
responded to the following calls 
for assistance in recent weeks: 

August 2: At 9:15 p.m., 
Rescue I responded to a 21-foot 
skiff near B-4 at the mouth of the 
Great Wicomico River whose 
engine had stopped. The boat 
was towed to Buzzards Point 
Marina. Time on call, 1 ¼ hours.

August 10: At 3:30 p.m., 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office received a call 
of a boat drifting near shore at 
Blackberry on the Bay. Due 
to the fact the boat was in such 
shallow water, both Rescue I and 
Rescue II responded. The boat 
had not been used for some time 

which probably resulted in the 
engine quitting and the anchor 
was allegedly stolen. The boat 
was towed to Buzzards Point 
Marina. Time on call, 1 ½ hours.

August 13: At 6:20 p.m., 
the sheriff’s office received a call 
from someone on shore of a boat 
adrift and the people waving their 
arms. The boat was reported to 
be close to shore so Rescue I and 
Rescue II responded.  After ¾ 
of an hour of searching and not 
finding the boat, the mission was 
aborted. Time on call, 1 ½ hours.

August 30: At 10:25 a.m., 
Rescue III responded to a 35-foot 
sailboat whose engine stopped 
due to a fuel pump failure. The 
boat was located on the Yeo-
comico River at Mill Creek and 

was towed to Olverson’s Marina. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

August 31: At 3:15 p.m., A 
call was received from the sher-
iff’s office of a 15-foot center 
console adrift near Vir Mar 
Beach on the Potomac with three 
aboard. The boat was towed to 
the Little Wicomico River. Time 
on call, 2 ¾ hours.

September 1: A third 
party call through the sheriff’s 
office indicated a pontoon boat 
was broken down 200 yards off 
of Vir Mar Beach. Rescue III 
got underway and was told by 
the sheriff’s office that someone 
had taken the boat some gas and 
they were headed home. Rescue 
II returned to base. Time on call, 
¾ hour.

County to advertise
for EMS coordinator

by Renss Greene

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
September 2: At 7:05 p.m., 

Rescue I responded to a 46-foot 
sailboat with two aboard aground 
on the wrong side of B2 leading 
into Cranes Creek. They were 
towed to deep water and given a 
suggestion as to where to anchor 
for the night. Time on call, 1 hour.

September 6: A call was 
received at 6:30 p.m that a 
21-foot pontoon boat with 7 
aboard had a dead battery 1 
mile northeast of #3. Rescue III 
located the boat, gave them the 
battery pack to restart the engine, 
and followed them to the entrance 
to Hull Creek. Rescue II returned 
to base. Time on call, 2 ½ hours.

 Smith Point Sea Rescue can be 
reached on channel 16 or by call-
ing 911. Rescue I and Rescue II 
are based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off of the Yeocomico River.SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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As a retired federal employee, I am pleased with 
President Obama’s announcement that he will use 
emergency powers to give current government 
workers and the military a 1% raise at the begin-
ning of 2015.

While this raise is very small compared to what 
federal employees would be provided if they chose 
to spend their careers in the private sector, rather 
than working in federal service, it is long overdue 
after Congress has denied those workers a cost-of-
living raise for three years. 

To paraphrase something we heard by the recent 
Republican candidate for president, government 
workers are people, my friends. These are the 
people who perform countless jobs that we benefit 
from daily, such as: caring for veterans in VA hos-
pitals across the country; delivering our mail; pro-
cessing social security payments; and ensuring we 
have safe drinking water.  

Instead of supporting these people—our federal 
employees—too often current members of Con-
gress have used federal employees to serve as the 
down payment for legislation needing funding, like 
a piggybank into whose pockets they dip every 
time they have to pay for some other program.

This year, we can send someone to Congress 
who understands and respects the contributions to 
our country made by government workers. Norm 
Mosher is running for Congress in the First District 
and is “committed to ensuring the fair treatment 
of federal employees.” Norm Mosher will work 
to ensure that federal workers and retirees will not 
further be disproportionately burdened.  Norm will 
not be controlled by his leadership to target federal 
employees in the name of deficit reduction, and to 
use them as a means to pay for any legislation.

I hope you’ll vote for Norm Mosher.
Loretta Borostovik, White Stone

Fracking on the
Rappahannock?

What do you think about 
fracking right on the banks 
of the Rappahannock River? 
How about across from the 
Rappahannock National Wild-
life Refuge? 

In Essex County, Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation (VOF) 
approved a conservation ease-
ment that explicitly permits 
88 oil wells and 24 gas wells. 
VOF approved another ease-
ment in Essex County that 
explicitly permits drilling for 
oil/gas in an ecologically sen-
sitive marsh. 

What should be done now 
to prevent an environmental 
catastrophe later? Nobody 
wants oil-coated ducks, geese 
and bald eagles. Nobody 
wants fracking-fluid-poisoned 
fish, crabs and oysters. This 
is not hysteria—it has already 
happened: U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service and U.S. Geo-
logical Survey recently deter-
mined that a fracking fluid 
leak in Kentucky caused “gill 
lesions and liver and spleen 
damage that was consistent 
with exposure to acidic water 
and toxic concentrations of 
heavy metals.”

BP recently was fined $18 
billion for its 2010 oil spill—a 
timely and powerful reminder 
that human error has devastat-
ing consequences for both the 
victims and the liable parties. 
A drilling problem on land 
or marsh next to the Rappa-
hannock would directly and 
severely impact citizens, prop-
erty owners, business owners, 
watermen and wildlife up and 
down the river. 

County governments have a 
legal responsibility to address 
the risks of fracking on the 
Rappahannock River; conser-
vation groups have a moral 
obligation, as well. It would 
be helpful and reassuring if 
the county governments and 
conservation groups would 
provide some kind of  “Vision 
of the Future” for how they 
would like to see oil/gas drill-
ing, pumping, storage and dis-
tribution along the Rappahan-
nock River. 

A good place to start would 
be to explain at the September 
19 public fracking meeting in 
Tappahannock: “Under what 
conditions would you support 
industrial fracking operations 
on land and marsh right next 
to the Rappahannock River?” 

Terrell Bowers,
Kiwah Island, S.C.

Wake up
taxpayers

Northumberland County 
built a new courthouse. Lan-
caster County followed with a 
new courthouse. Northumber-
land built a new high school. 
Lancaster County just pur-
chased the Brookvale Fair 
Grounds tract for $189,000.

The county administrator has 
indicated that there has been no 
discussion about a specific use 
for this land. One supervisor 
said the appeal of the land is 
that it is “geographically dead 
center of the county.”

The September 4 Rappah-
annock Record article, “Lan-
caster County plans to borrow 
$8.2 million from hometown 
banks” indicates this money 
will be used for various capi-
tal projects and to refinance 
an existing loan for savings on 
debt services.

If I had to guess, I would say 
that Lancaster County is going 
to get a new high school.

Are the taxpayers going to 
be given an opportunity to have 
input on how the $7.2 million 
dollars is spent? Who is being 
held accountable for the tax 
dollars spent  and, have we fin-
ished paying for the courthouse 
yet?

Joe Dickens,
Mollusk

On September 23, world leaders will gather at 
the United Nations for a one-day Climate Summit, 
an event intended to generate momentum for the 
current negotiations that will lead to a global cli-
mate treaty in late 2015 in Paris. 

On September 21, a massive People’s Climate 
March is planned for New York City to emphasize 
the importance of taking effective action to mitigate 
climate change.

In the treaty, it is planned that countries will 
commit to emissions targets to limit risks of global 
warming. President Obama is reportedly pursuing 
an approach that will be non-binding and instead 
rely on a “name and shame” approach to make 
countries comply with targets for emissions reduc-
tions. He has chosen this approach because the 
Senate is unlikely to ratify, with a two-thirds major-
ity, any binding agreement. Treaties that do not have 
the force of law do not require Senate ratification.

In relying on a “name and shame” approach for 
compliance, however, the world runs a great risk of 
failing to cut emissions to levels that avoid serious 
consequences.

The future of our world cannot be left to such 
chance. If a voluntary treaty emerges in Paris next 
year at the urging of the U.S., then the U.S. must 
provide the leadership for the world to meet its 
emissions goals.

For starters, the U.S. can lead by example, by 
implementing a steadily-rising fee on carbon-based 
fuels that returns revenue to households. By includ-
ing border tariffs on goods from nations that lack an 
equivalent price on carbon, we provide a strong eco-
nomic incentive for other nations to follow that lead.

In the run up to the Paris agreement next year, 
Congress can establish U.S. leadership by enacting 
carbon fee-and-dividend legislation.

Gregory T Haugan, Heathsville

Hazardous ride
During this past Labor Day 

weekend I was again reminded 
how dangerous it is to bicy-
cle on the roads of Lancaster 
County. 

Sunday was a warm, humid 
day and a group of cycling 
friends from White Stone, 
Kilmarnock, Richmond and 
Williamsburg had decided to 
take a casual ride through the 
county. 

The group, riding single file, 
started towards Windmill Point 
when a new, red pickup truck 
drove dangerously close to 
several of the riders, who were 
already at the far right hand 
edge of the road. We initially 
thought this might have been 
just an isolated instance of a 
driver unintentionally wander-
ing too close to cyclists.

However after our group 
reached Windmill Point and 
started back towards White 
Stone the same vehicle slowed 
down as he came along side of 
the group, moving his truck 
uncomfortably close to the 
riders. He pulled forward and 
actually touched one of the 
riders with the extended mirror 
on his cab. We all stopped in 
White Stone to re-group trying 
to decide if we should con-
tinue the ride. We eventually 
did finish, but shaken by this 
vehicular harassment.

The driver of the pickup 
truck, like many motorists, was 
apparently unaware that vehi-
cles now have to give a cyclist 
3 feet of clearance while pass-
ing, under a new law that 
became effective July 1.

Main Street Reedville has been having problems 
with people not obeying the speed limit of 25 miles 
per hour. We are concerned about our children, 
adults and animals. 

We have had two accidents in the past month. I 
believe both cars were totaled. It was an extreme 
close call with the drivers/residents. Police offi-
cers have been trying to help us with speed limit 
enforcement. Our concern is what the next accident 

due from speeding will affect, possibly a life? 
Main Street Reedville is a small precious com-

munity. When I see people speed by heading east, 
I would like to know why they are going so fast? 
We wish those of you who live in Reedville, visit, 
work and maybe just are going for the Sunday ride 
to take your time and abide by the 25-mile-an-hour 
speed sign.

Cheryl  A. Smith, Reedville

 

Often over the past 30 years I have referred 
in this space to the late Stanley Stewart, 

who wrote a weekly column that he called 
“Animals Are Smart.”  In it he recounted tales 
of his exploits with his menagerie of critters 
on his mini-farm near White Stone. He had 
dogs and cats, goats, donkeys, and all sorts of 
fowl, and welcomed visitors to see his opera-
tion and meet its residents. In the 1970s his 
was a popular destination for schoolchildren 
and adults alike.  

On our own home front this year I have 
written several items about Homer, the bas-
set-beagle mixture that adopted us, my good 
wife would correct my grammar and say 
“adopted you,” describing his various traits. 
A new facet of his personality has emerged 
recently, and without wishing to sound a bit 
absurd, I can attest to its uniqueness and legit-
imacy.

I have been to circuses and watched animal 
acts on television, but this latest endeavor of 
Homer’s is in my experience unparalleled. In 
our utility room we have several weights, rang-

ing from one- to 10-pound dumbbells. They 
are arranged on the floor, lest any of them fall 
on someone’s foot. Quite frankly, we seldom 
have used them, until recently, that is.

Two weeks ago Homer went in the util-
ity room, picked up a 
two-pound dumbbell, 
and brought in into the 
kitchen. There in our 
presence, he walked 
around carrying it in his 
mouth; then he placed it 
on the floor and began 
lifting it up, then plac-
ing it down again. My good wife and I were 
amazed. I immediately thought, “What would 
Stanley Stewart have to say about this?”  

Clearly Homer did not expect us to throw 
the dumbbell for him to fetch it as one would 
toss a ball or stick to be retrieved. Rather, he 
was getting his own workout, and was his 
own personal trainer. Throughout his routine 
he paid no attention to us, obviously absorbed 
with his own program. When he finished he 

went over to enjoy a long drink of fresh water.  
Homer weighs 22 pounds, thus he was lift-

ing almost 10% of his weight. The corgis, who 
specialize in fetching tennis balls, and bring-
ing them to be thrown, looked at him as if he 

had gone off his rocker. 
Undoubtedly they were 
thinking, “what fun could 
that be?”  For his part, 
Homer paid no attention 
to their musings.

The individual whom 
Homer continually calls 
to mind is Babe, the fic-

tional pig, who was the title character in the 
Australian film of the 1990s, an all-time clas-
sic. That endearing little pork chop learned to 
herd sheep as if he were a border collie, and 
ultimately won a national competition, to the 
delight of his owner, Farmer Hoggett, and to 
the utter embarrassment of the farmer’s wife.  

I have been thinking of Farmer Hoggett, 
and wondering if I should enter Homer in 
any weight-lifting competitions. If I did, I do 

fear my good wife would react similarly to 
Mrs. Hoggett. As a first step I have thought 
of asking the YMCA if he is covered under 
our family membership. The gym would offer 
more facilities for his training routine, and 
we, or perhaps I should say I, consider Homer 
to be a legitimate family member. Homer is 
a modest and humble individual, and I do 
not think he would be boastful in front of the 
other athletes working out. In addition, he 
might not know how to wipe down the equip-
ment after using it, thus I probably should not 
pose the question of coverage at this time.

The weight-lifting activity has caused me 
to question whether Homer is actually an 
escaped circus dog, one trained for years to 
go through the ropes. He is about five years 
old, and each day reveals aspects of his per-
sonality and background that are intriguing 
on an ascending scale. I wonder what the 
royalties would be were he to star in “Homer, 
The Heir of Babe?”  Does he need an agent?  
Or quite simply, did Stanley Stewart say it 
best, “Animals are smart”?

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

The weight-lifting activity has 
caused me to question whether 
Homer is actually an escaped 
circus dog, one trained for years 
to go through the ropes.

Focal Point

September sunset on the Rappahannock River.

Photo by Donna McGrath

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

A call for leadership on global climate action

Government workers are people, my friends

Watch your speed on Main Street Reedville

The Lancaster By the Bay 
Chamber may want to spend 
some time and effort remind-
ing drivers of this law and at 
the same time also checking 
for unleashed dogs who might 
be eager to attack some of the 
200 cyclists who will be riding 
our roads at the October 4, Riv-
erRide.

Steven M. Reiss,
Irvington

Submit letters to
editor@rapprecord.com

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Cloud cover.
Although I may have had a far 

away look in my eyes last week-
end, I wasn’t high. 

My head was in the clouds. 
I don’t know if anybody else 

observed the sky, for the rain. 
But between showers, I think I 
observed every cloud known to 
man.

In our troposphere alone, I 
think I saw some high-flying 
cirrus.

I know I saw some altostratus, 
maybe even some altocumulus.

Down to earth, I saw some 
stratus, stratocumulus, cumulus 
and cumulonimbus.

That’s about all the scientific 
jargon I can muster for clouds. 
Don’t ask me what it means.

All I know is every time I 
went outdoors, or looked up 
in the sky, the cloud cover had 
changed.

It was like watching a painting 
unfold on a canvas of blue.

From wispy feather-like 
strokes of white to puffy balls of 
cotton and sheets of gray, the sky 
was forever changing.

I tried to find distinctive 
shapes—seeking faces, ships or 
cows. 

Stretching my imagination to 
the limit, I still couldn’t spot any-
thing but clouds.

That’s all. I saw—clouds— a 
bird or two and a low-flying 
plane.

Storm clouds blocked out the 
sun at times.

So which is it—partly sunny 
or partly cloudy?

I’ve always considered it the 
same, except at night when 
you would definitely use partly 
cloudy to describe the current 
weather conditions—never partly 
“moony.”

Don’t take my word for it. I 
found a website that shows there 
is a difference and apparently 
the meteorologists know this to 
be true. 

“From least cloud cover to 
most, the scale is: sunny, mostly 
sunny, partly cloudy, partly 
sunny, mostly cloudy, cloudy. 
Mostly sunny means more sun 
than clouds, partly sunny means 
more clouds than sun, and partly 
cloudy generally means an equal 
amount of clouds and sun,” 
according to a posting at www.
answers.com.

NOAA’s National Weather 
Service, indicates it’s partly 
cloudy when 3/8 to 5/8 of the 
sky is covered by clouds.

And it’s partly sunny when 
3/8 to 5/8 of the sky is covered 
by clouds. However, the term 
“partly sunny” is used only 
during daylight hours.

Either way you look, clouds 
are clouds, visible masses of 
liquid droplets or frozen crys-
tals made of water and various 
chemicals suspended in the 
atmosphere, above the surface 
of a planetary body, according to 
Wikipedia.

It sure is comforting to know 
the folks calling the shots at the 
National Weather Service think 
like me.
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TheAmazingRaise.org 
6 AM SEPTEMBER 17  6 PM SEPTEMBER 18 

 
 

BE AMAZING…and take part in our region’s  
largest 36-hour online giving event! 

 

 

1. - SAVE 6 AM Sept. 17 to 6 PM Sept. 18 on your calendar 
2. - VISIT TheAmazingRaise.org during these 36 hours 
3. - SELECT your favorite local nonprofit from nearly 70 nonprofits  
          serving Lancaster, Northumberland and Middlesex Counties  
4. - GIVE an online donation of $25 or more 
5. - MAKE a difference in our communities 

 
Questions? Call River Counties Community Foundation (804) 438-9414 

 

Advertise in the 
Fall/Holiday Rivah!
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October 1
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October 1
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Call the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328
or the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701

soon for more information!

Call the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328
or the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701
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From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah — A FREE 
Guide to the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah — A FREE 
Guide to the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

I would like to recognize the Northumber-
land High School principal and school board. 
They cared enough not to have graduation the 
same day and time as Lancaster County. This 
really means a lot to my entire family.

My mom and I met with the new Lancaster 
High School principal over this major conflict. I 
explained to him that my daughter and nephew 
are both seniors this year. My nephew lives in 
Northumberland. In past years, graduations 
have been on the same day and maybe an hour 
apart.

The LHS principal said he understood the 
conflict but it was over his head. I called the 
NHS principal and left a message.

When we spoke, I told him my concerns. I 
told him that my mom already started crying 
because if they were both the same day and 
time she would not attend either grandchild’s 
graduation out of fairness.

The NHS principal told me he understood and 
others had come to him with the same issue. He 
told me to let him make a few phone calls. Less 
than 10 minutes later, he called back. He said 
“Ms. Boyd, I have wonderful news for you. The 
graduations are not on the same day next year. 
They are a week apart.”

I screamed for joy. I told him this is a blessing 
and he is a blessing. I thanked God.

The Northumberland school board was will-
ing to change and accommodate everyone for 
such a major accomplishment for the students, 
parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, and the 
faculty. I hope this will be a forever thing and 
not just a one time thing.

I called my mom who said “Thank God.” I 
called my sisters and my brother in Texas and 
told him that he can attend both his niece’s and 
nephew’s graduations next year. 

Samantha Boyd, Lancaster

The Lancaster County 
NAACP Branch will meet at 7 
p.m. September 16 at Bank of 
Lancaster northside, 432 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock

“September starts our elec-
tion process for the election of 
branch officers for the next two 
years,” said chapter president 
Lloyd Hill. “The nominating 
committee will be formed.”

The nominating commit-
tee will report at the October 
meeting. Members will vote 
at the November meeting and 
the new slate will be installed 
in January 2015, said Hill. Any 
member who was a bona fide 
member of the branch on April 
2014 is eligible to seek office.

Sandra Smyre will report 

on the annual Freedom Fund 
Banquet and distribute ban-
quet tickets. The banquet will 
be held at 2 p.m. October 12 
at the Beacon Supper Room, 
Pilot House Restaurant, 2737 
Greys Point Road, Topping. 

All chapter members are 
expected to sell tickets and 
attend the banquet, said Hill.

The keynote speaker will 
be the Rev. Peyton Waller, 
pastor of New St. John’s Bap-
tist, Kilmarnock, He said. The 
toast mistress for the banquet 
will be Vashti Jones.

Community citizens also 
will be recognized, added Hill.

The public may purchase 
tickets from chapter members, 
or call Hill at 438-6713.

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember16, at the Chesapeake 
Bank Training Center, 51 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include a 
general discussion of plans for 
the 2014 U.S. Senate and Con-
gressional campaigns, reported 
Carol G. Dawson.

Lancaster County voter reg-
istrar Susan P. Jett recently 
posted official voting informa-
tion.

To qualify for the November 
4 election, citizens must be 
registered in the county where 
they live, said Jett. Polls will 
open a 6 a.m. and close at 7 
p.m. on Election Day.

The last day to register or 
update voter information for 
the upcoming election is Octo-
ber 14.

Absentee voting will begin 
September 12 for those unable 

to vote at their regular poll-
ing place on Election Day, 
she said. In person absentee 
voting will be conducted from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at the Voter 
Registration Office, Adminis-
trative Building, Lower Level, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. 

The office also will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. October 
25 and November 1 for final 
in-person absentee voting.

To contact Jett, call 462-
5277.

Do you remember?
This photo taken in 1920 or 1921 behind the Kilmarnock Seventh-Day Adventist 

according to Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. From left are (front 
row) Wilmer V. Jenkins, Catherine Grogg (Hazzard), Howard Dix, Leroy Gould, James 
Hatton, Josephine Douglass (Platt), Edith McCrobie (Northern) and  Oleta A. Jenkins 
(DeMar-Havelock); (next row) Adele Grogg (Davis), Gleniss A. Jenkins (Crowther), 
Pauline Hatton (Hutson), Docie McCrobie (George), teacher Russell H. MacMeans, 
Lela Gould (Rowe), Lousie Gould (Graham) and Dorris E. Jenkins (Burns-Sanford). 

The other roof seen in the background is the old Grace Episcopal Church. “Do you 
remember?” is a community service of the museum. Photo courtesy of Gary Jenkins

Voter registrar posts
election information

Lancaster
Republicans
to discuss
campaigns

YOUR LETTERS

Lancaster County NAACP to 
begin officer election process

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

■ Volunteers needed
The American Red Cross 

has a critical need for vol-
unteers to help in the River 
Counties Red Cross Chap-
ter Kilmarnock office, 39 
William B. Graham Court, 
Kilmarnock.

 Receptionists are needed to 
answer calls and provide cus-
tomer support. Some adminis-
trative and/or project support 
may be required. Call execu-
tive director Julie Dudley, 
435-7669, or visit the office.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Custom Yacht Canvas
To all our valued customers–

we are relocating!
We will begin serving our Northern Neck 
customers from our Deltaville location 

beginning September 15, 2014. Thank you 
for your patronage and we look forward to 
supplying your canvas needs in the future.

11693 General Puller Hwy., Deltaville, VA 23043

Come in and shop around, have something 
to eat, and enjoy visiting with our friendly, 

informative vendors in a family oriented, 
safe environment. Besides many modern and 

be selling Duck Decoys, leather works, 
handmade knives, ammo, swords,

metal detecting equipment, 
militaria from all wars, 

tee shirts and a few surprises.

WARSAW—Civil cases 
against former Northumber-
land school resource officer 
Derek Jones and the Nor-
thumberland County school 

board have been continued to 
December 22.

The cases were scheduled 
for a hearing Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2, in the Richmond County 
Circuit Court in Warsaw. The 
court will hear a demurrer and 

LANCASTER—The man named “a 
person of interest” in the July 6 disappear-
ance of Claudine Gifford appeared in Lan-
caster County General District last week on 
unrelated charges.

James Todd Kessler, 53, was in court on 
charges he assaulted William and Wanda 
Rose at Pelicans at the Point, the same tiki 
bar where Gifford was last seen with him two 
weeks earlier. No charges related to Gifford’s 
disappearance have been filed against Kes-
sler.  

During a preliminary hearing on a felony 
charge of aggravated malicious wounding, 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert Cun-
ningham questioned the couple about the 
incident. The Roses testified they were eating 
dinner away from the crowded bar area when 
Kessler approached and told them police 
were asking people “about the missing girl 
that’s in the newspaper.” 

After Kessler identified himself as the 
missing woman’s boyfriend, Wanda Rose 
told him she dreamed that Gifford had a 
chain around her neck and was being held in 
a basement somewhere. 

“(Kessler) slammed his fist on the counter 
and said, ‘She’s dead,’” Wanda Rose testified.

Kessler left the couple, but returned later 
“...and asked my husband ‘Do you think I 
killed her?’ My husband said ‘No,’” she testi-
fied.

Delivering his testimony from a wheel-
chair, William Rose described how Kessler 
attacked him while he was waiting to pay his 
dinner bill at the bar.

“Kessler came up to me and said, ‘You 
want to go for it? Yeah, let’s go for it.’ I 
answered, ‘I don’t know what your problem 
is.’ He grabbed me by the throat and swung 
me to the floor and stood on top of me.”  

Under cross examination, William Rose 
denied defense attorney Jim Breeden’s 
description that the two men were “fighting.”

“It wasn’t a fight. It was a one-sided affair,” 
he said. “He shoved me down...he fell on top 
of me.”

Restaurant security guard Adam Rowe 
testified he saw the men “tussling” on the 
ground by the bar and ran over and pulled 

Clinic precedes concert
From left, Diane Mumford of Kilmarnock (foreground) 
receives pointers from Cindy Massey of The Raleigh 
Ringers during a clinic September 6 at Northumberland 
High School in Claraville. The Raleigh Ringers 
presented a concert later on Saturday sponsored by the 
Rappahannock Concert Association. 

YANKEE  POINT—Otto-
man, featuring Johnny Kemp, 
Joel Craig Lewis, James Abbott 
and Dave Hill, will headline 
The Lt. Dan Weekend open-
ing concert September 19 at 
the North Charleston Conven-
tion Center in Charleston, S.C. 
Weekend proceeds benefit The 
Independence Fund.

Activities will continue on 
September 20 with a Warrior 
Ride at 8 a.m. at the civic center 
as well as a Lt. Dan Band Con-
cert, featuring Gary Sinise, at 
8:30 p.m. at the Hagood Sta-
dium in Charleston. A parade 
of veterans will be honored.

On June 28, Ottoman volun-
tarily participated in The Inde-
pendence Fund Benefit Con-
cert at Yankee Point Marina, 
reported Yankee Point Marina 
food, beverage and marketing 
manager Sandie Gilbert. The 
event raised $1,750.

The Independence Fund sup-
ports five initiatives to help 

wounded veterans live free and 
independent after injuries from 
war. Yankee Point Marina has 
chosen The Trac Chair Initia-
tive to support through the 
recent summer concert and the 
Race for Independence Sail-
boat Regatta October 25.

Two thousand people are in 
need of the track chairs that 
cost $15,000 each, said Gilbert.

As a result of the band’s par-
ticipation in the summer con-
cert, Ottoman was invited to 
play at the Lt. Dan Weekend 
kick-off event.

Ottoman also will enter-
tain wounded veterans, regatta 
participants and guests from 7 
to 10 p.m. October 25 follow-
ing a day of sailboat racing, a 
cocktail party and dinner at the 
regatta at Yankee Point Marina, 
1303 Oak Hill Road, Lancaster. 

To register for the regatta 
and related activities, visit yan-
keepointmarina.com, or call 
462-7018.  

From left, Laura Reeves of Kilmarnock UMC and 
Joe Plemmons of Bethel UMC receive instruction. 
Some 60 musicians from the Northern Neck, Middle 
Peninsula, Richmond and Maryland attended the 
clinic. Local participants included members of Bethel 
UMC, Kilmarnock UMC, Urbanna UMC, St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian and Bethany Baptist hand bell choirs. Photos 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Ottoman on mission for 
the Independence Fund

Judge certifies felony charge against Kessler
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—James Todd Kessler, 
53, of Midlothian was convicted in Lan-
caster County General District Court on 
September 3 of assault and battery and 
public intoxication.

The court further certified a felony 
charge of aggravated malicious wound-
ing to the Lancaster County Circuit 
Court, according to a statement released 
by Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham, who prosecuted the case.

These charges resulted from actions 
on July 19 involving a 68-year-old man 
and his wife, said Cunningham. The 
court also found Kessler guilty of elud-

ing police, reckless driving, no motor-
cycle endorsement and speeding which 
stemmed from a separate incident on 
July 13. 

“Kessler was sentenced to 12 months 
in jail and a $2,500 fine for the assault, 
12 months in jail and a $2,500 fine with 
$1,500 suspended for the reckless driv-
ing, 180 days in jail and $1,000 fine for 
eluding police, $250 for public intoxica-
tion, $100 for no motorcycle endorse-
ment, and $96 for speeding, totaling  2 
½ years incarceration and approximately 
$5,000 in fines. An appeal has been noted 
in the assault charge,” said Cunningham.

Prosecutor notes conviction, fines

Kessler away. While he didn’t see how it 
began, he told both men to leave.

Kessler was detained while he paid his 
bill to give the Roses time to get to their car, 
said Rowe. But before the couple reached the 
parking lot, Kessler launched a second attack, 
“...completely blindsiding them.” 

Testimony described how Kessler sprinted 
across the property, slammed into Wanda 
Rose and  proceeded to grab William Rose, 
slamming him to the concrete then hitting and 
kicking him repeatedly. 

The security guard said when he rushed 
over and pulled Kessler away, Kessler took a 
swing at him and hit Wanda Rose.

William Rose’s injuries included two frac-
tures to his femur and extensive bruising, 
leaving him temporarily in a wheelchair and 
unable to return to his job as a contractor. 

Wanda Rose tearfully described the blood 
coming from her husband’s head wound after 
the second attack. “My husband just laid 
there on the ground not moving. I thought my 
husband was dead...I don’t know why he did 
this to us,” she said. 

Lancaster sheriff’s deputy Irving Brit-
tingham said when he arrived, Kessler was 
handcuffed to a bench. “He was very ine-
briated...and belligerent. He was yelling he 
wanted papers taken out on Adam Rowe.” 
After ignoring warnings to calm down, he 
placed Kessler under arrest for public drunk-
enness. 

The defense did not present a case. 
Judge Gordon Wilkins said there was 

enough evidence to certify the felony charge 
to a grand jury meeting on October 24. “It’s 
unusual to see someone lie in wait,” he said.

After the public drunkenness charge was 
combined with a separate incident involv-
ing operating a motorcycle without proper 
license and eluding police, Judge Wilkins 
found Kessler guilty and sentenced him to a 
total of 18 months in jail, fines and court costs 
totaling $2,713, and 12-month suspension of 
his driver’s license. 

He also found Kessler guilty of misde-
meanor assault and battery of Wanda Rose, 
which defense attorneys Breeden and Jeff 
Mathews immediately appealed to Circuit 
Court. Additional fines and jail time are pend-
ing the appeal.

Kessler remains in Lancaster jail.  
No one has been charged in connection to 

the missing person case. In the days follow-
ing Gifford’s disappearance, law enforcement 
and volunteers conducted several searches of 
the Windmill Point area and around Kessler 
properties on Cox’s Farm Road and Hunton 
Lane. Search warrants were sealed at the 
request of the sheriff’s department.

The chief investigator on the case, Lt. Tim 
Self, is back in the office after three weeks 
away. However, Capt. Marty Shirilla said 
there is nothing new to report on the missing 
person case.

Civil cases naming Northumberland school board are continued to Dec. 22
by Renss Greene a motion for bill of particulars, 

both filed by the defense.
The cases stem from Jones’ 

conviction in February 2013 
of sexually abusing a minor. 
The school board and sev-
eral former school employees 
are being sued for allegedly 

neglecting to address the inap-
propriate relationship between 
Jones and the victim.

The cases name former 
principal David Dixon, 
former dean of students and 
athletic director Darrell Long, 
former teacher John Poind-

exter, former superintendent 
David “Clint” Stables III and 
former coach Ryan Stevens. 
The defendants are being 
sued by both of the victims’ 
parents individually, and by 
one parent on behalf of the 
victim.

School board chairman 
Dick Saxer said the school 
board’s attorneys had received 
an offer for an out-of-court 
settlement, which the attor-
neys refused, explaining they 
expect the cases to be thrown 
out.


