
They call themselves the St. Andrews Sew-and-Sews. 
Ranging in age from 15 to nearly 100, this growing 

circle of women demonstrate how the power of Christian 
love and a sewing machine can help mend lives for chil-
dren in Africa. 

But it brought some unexpected results, as well.
It all started when St. Andrews Presbyterian Church’s 

new women’s mission coordinator Pat Seamster was vis-
iting a church in 
Richmond’s West 
End and saw 12 
homemade dresses 
on display that were 
headed for Africa to 
clothe young girls 
orphaned by the 
H.I.V. and A.I.D.’s 
epidemic.  

“These young 
girls are orphaned 
and have had to 
become family care-
takers to their sib-
lings,” said Seam-
ster. Hearing their 
story and seeing the 
sweet dresses, she 
was hooked. Seam-
ster—yes, that is her 
real name—decided 
to approach the church about participating in the sewing 
project.

“But I wondered: Does anyone still sew? Would there 
be support?”

If a big church in Richmond could sew 12 dresses, 
Seamster decided to set her sights on six.

Mission coordinator Kaye Ortiz suggested a sewing 
day and members Linda and Ethel Bolle made a couple of 
dresses which were displayed in the church fellowship hall 
to promote the event. 

It was also covered in the church bulletin and caught the 
eye of longtime church member Marydel Flint. 

Flint, who lives at Rappahannock Westminster-Canter-
bury (RW-C), sent a donation to help with expenses and 
mailing.

“She has been a strong supporter of Presbyterian 
women as long as I’ve known her,” said Seamster. “Get-

ting that donation right at the beginning was a real inspira-
tion for us.”  

Pastor Tom Coye’s wife, Linda, contributed a simple 
pattern, put together 19 sewing kits that included embroi-
dery and other adornments and brought material for sew 
day. Marilyn Warren saw the kits and went home and 
made 15 more.

On July 15, eight women arrived with six sewing 
machines, and a sewing circle of work began. They com-
pleted 21 dresses in nearly five hours. 

Meanwhile, word 
was spreading 
beyond the walls 
of the church and 
things were happen-
ing that extended 
the sewing circle in 
unexpected ways.

“Two ladies from 
RW-C stopped by 
to explain that their 
sewing machines 
were too heavy to 
lug to the church, 
so they made three 
dresses at home and 
delivered them that 
day,” reported Seam-
ster. When they saw 
the kits, they took 
a few and posted a 
note on RW-C’s bul-

letin board about the project. One resident responded by 
contributing an armload of material. 

A quilting group which meets at the church also saw the 
display and requested kits. A mother and her 15-year-old 
daughter picked up kits for several dresses. Others made 
contributions. Many of the seamstresses contributed their 
own material. And members they hadn’t seen in years 
came forward to offer their help. A couple of weekenders 
from Northern Virginia also stopped in for kits.

“After two days, our dress count was 30. At eight 
days—39. At 12 days we had 44, then 50...The dresses 
were coming in so fast I lost count,” she said.

Seamster took six of the dresses to RW-C to show Flint.
“Well, I declare,” said Flint. “I just can’t pick a favorite. 

How many did you get?”
When Seamster reported the final tally was 76, Flint 
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HEATHSVILLE—Virginia Secretary of Education 
Anne Holton spoke to a joint convocation of Lancaster 
and Northumberland faculty and staff in a packed Nor-
thumberland High School auditorium August 28.

Holton told the assembled teachers and staff that stu-
dent success relies on a combination of factors both in 
and out of the classroom, including teachers and socio-
economic circumstances.

“Students can’t be successful in the classroom if they’re 
hungry,” Holton said.

She said that in a large study of Chicago schools, the 
relationship between the people involved in a student’s 
education made the difference.

“The crucial element, where they could distinguish suc-

cess on the one hand and not such great improvement on 
the other, was the degree of trust among students, parents, 
faculty, and administrators,” Holton said. “You all are all 
working together.”

Holton also talked about SOL reform, mentioning that 
five SOLs have been eliminated this year and promis-
ing further review of statewide standardized testing. She 
encouraged input from all levels on improving educa-
tion. 

“It really boils down to: do we have each other’s back?” 
Holton said. “We, at the state, want to have your back. We 
want to be a partner with you.”

Holton congratulated both counties on their education 
programs.

“You do not have an easy job,” she said. “You all do great 
work in both Northumberland and Lancaster counties.”

Secretary of Education Holton
delivers back-to-school pep talk

Virginia Secretary of Education Anne Holton 

by Renss Greene

St. Andrews mission group pursues Little Dresses for Africa project

Pat Seamster (right) shows some of the dresses to Marydel Flint at 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury. Flint inspired the group to 
make 100 dresses. They plan to complete the project by October 2 
when Flint will celebrate her 100th birthday.

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Kilmarnock recently 
blessed 76 handmade dresses bound for Africa. 

by Audrey Thomasson

LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA, continued on page A2

LANCASTER—Despite claims 
of global warming, new flood maps 
for Lancaster County put many 
areas in a “lesser zone” or “out of 
the flood zone” altogether.

According to planning and land 
use director Don Gill, homeowners 
should not start canceling their flood 
insurance. He attributed improve-
ment on the latest flood maps from 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to advances 
in technology and measuring equip-
ment and not to a lowering of the sea 
level. 

The new maps are an important 
part of the National Flood Insur-

ance Program’s (NFIP) ability to 
improve floodplain management 
and to identify flood hazard zones. 
The county’s participation means 
property owners can qualify for 
federally backed flood insurance on 
residential or commercial property. 
For structures located in a zone 
susceptible to flooding, many mort-
gage lenders require flood insur-
ance.

According to FEMA’s web-
site, NFIP provides coverage up to 
$250,000 for replacement value of 
the structure and $100,000 for per-
sonal possessions. For those who 
need additional protection or their 
community does not participate in 
the NFIP, private flood insurance is 

available and is known as “excess 
coverage.” 

At last week’s board of super-
visors meeting, Gill highlighted 
numerous suggested revisions by 
NFIP to Article 23, dealing with the 
county’s floodplain ordinance. 

“All suggested revisions are based 
on the minimum requirements of 
the NFIP regulations,” said Gill. 
“As such, any modification by...
supervisors cannot be less stringent 
than what has been suggested by the 
NFIP office.” 

While the county cannot lessen 
building standards from the federal 
requirements, it could adopt stricter 
measures, as suggested by Steve 
Daum, the county’s building official.

Daum wants the county to raise 
the elevation of new construction 
above the Base Flood Elevation level 
of 1.5 to 2.0 feet in flood zones. In 
addition, he suggested construc-
tion standards for the area’s Coastal 
Zone A meet those of Coastal High 
Hazard areas where wave heights 
are greater than three feet.

“This should guarantee that every 
homeowner in a flood zone will 
obtain the maximum benefit under 
the NFIP at the minimal cost...reduc-
ing...payback times that FEMA has 
established,” he said. 

Daum reported the Insurance Ser-
vices Office (ISO) suggested adopt-
ing stricter flood zone regulations 
will effectively lower the insurance 

premiums countywide, and “not just 
in the flood zones.”

District 1 supervisor Butch Jen-
kins asked staff to approach the 
Farm Bureau for verification of the 
insurance information before the 
next meeting. 

Supervisors must act on the man-
dated changes before an October 2 
deadline. They are expected to hold 
a public hearing and vote on the 
measure September 30.

Meanwhile, FEMA and NFIP will 
hold a community meeting to review 
the maps. That meeting will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Septem-
ber 11, in the media center at Lan-
caster Middle School, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Supervisors review proposed revisions to floodplain overlay district
by Audrey Thomasson



InsideNews      September 4, 2014
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & online versions

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $26.00  newspaper only    

❑ $38.00 paper & online versions 

Online (PDF) version only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@RRecord.com

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, Audrey@RappRecord.com
Renss Greene

extension 28, Renss@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, Troy@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, Wayne@RappRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com
Angie Garrett, Accounts Manager
extension 12, Angie@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Anna@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

Single copy: $.75.

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

replied, “Want to go for a hundred? Why, that’s just 24 more, 
honey. I can’t see well enough to sew anymore, but if the Sew and 
Sews want to make more dresses, I’ll be glad to reach down in 
my pocket for more money.”

Seamster’s immediate thought was a resounding “no.” But 
when she woke the following Sunday, a thought came to her: 
“What if we made 24 more dresses by October 2—Flint’s 100th 
birthday?”

She shared the idea with Linda Coye, who made an additional 
trip to Richmond to purchase more material and assemble more 
kits.

When the “new” goal is achieved, the kits will be shipped out 
to a handling center for the Christian organization Little Dresses 
for Africa in Michigan.

According to Seamster, the costs for mailing 100 dresses to the 
center is about $145. But the cost will go well beyond that for 
mailing to Africa where they will be distributed to remote impov-
erished villages. 

While Little Dresses for Africa also has a companion mission, 
Britches for Boys, orphaned girls are the most devalued and 
abused in the culture, according to Rachel O’Neill, the organiza-
tion’s founder. 

O’Neill was on a mission trip to Malawi, Africa, with fellow 
church members from Trenton Church of Christ in Michigan 
when she was inspired to start the organization. 

“Most young girls have only one dress, which they wear until 
it is literally in shreds,” she said. “Simple dresses...distributed 
through the orphanages, churches and schools in Africa, bring 
hope to young girls who live in an otherwise bleak environment. 
It plants in the hearts of little girls that they are worthy.”

The little dresses are making a difference to children in Africa 
and have been extended to other third-world countries. The proj-
ect has had additional benefits, as well.  

“Distribution of dresses also allows for Bible classes, children’s 
camps and informal teaching” for recipients, said Seamster. “But 
it’s done so much more for us.” Because of the tough economy, 
people who cannot afford to make monetary donations are able to 
participate.

“It’s allowed all of us to feel useful,” she added. “And for our 
church...it’s gone well beyond what mankind could have orches-
trated.”

The church recently performed a “blessing of the dresses” 
during a Sunday service. 

African girls wear new dresses hand-sewn in America. 
Photo courtesy of Little Dresses for Africa 

Little Dresses for Africa
continued from page A1

LANCASTER—Lancast-
er’s financial advisor last week 
recommended the county 
accept a joint bid from Bank 
of Lancaster and Chesapeake 
Bank to finance a $7.2 mil-
lion long-term loan for various 
capital projects.

The bid also includes 
another $1 million to refinance 
an existing loan for savings on 
debt service, for a total of $8.2 
million.

Ted Cole, senior vice presi-
dent at Davenport and Com-
pany LLC, made the recom-
mendation based on bids for 
10- and 15-year loans. Com-
peting bids were also received 
from Sun Trust and BB&T 
banks.

The Lancaster/Chesapeake 
joint bid submitted an interest 
rate on a $7.2 million loan at 
2.2% for 10-years and 2.7% 
for 15-years. The $1 million 
refinancing interest rate on a 
4-year loan is 1.5%.

On a motion from District 2 
supervisor Ernest Palin, super-
visors unanimously approved 
the bid for a 10-year loan. 

While BB&T offered a 
better interest rate to refinance 
$1 million at 1.29%, all their 
other rates exceeded Daven-
port’s recommended bid.    

Cole also talked to the Vir-
ginia Resource Authority 
about a “Fall Pooled Financing 
Program,” which offers access 
to public credit markets that 
take place in November. How-
ever, he said there is no way 

of knowing what interest rates 
would be in two months. Cur-
rently, VRA interest is at 2.5% 
for 10 years and over 3% for 
15 years.  

“This loan is similar to bor-
rowing in 2002, when the county 
rolled up a number of projects 
for financing,” said Cole.

Supervisors said they must 
seek approval from the Lan-
caster school board to use the 
primary school as collateral, 
as has been done for a previ-
ous county loan.

The school board will be 
asked to vote on the measure 
Monday, September 8.

Board chairman Wally 
Beauchamp praised Daven-
port for doing “a professional” 
job. “They tend to save us a lot 
of money,” he said.

Lancaster County plans
to borrow $8.2 million
from hometown banks

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors last week unanimously 
authorized Michael and Lucia 
Schoelwer to place a 100-foot 
data antenna on a 2.0-acre parcel 
adjacent at 97 Pembroke Lane 
in District 3 and on a branch of 
Dymer Creek. 

In an effort to expand wireless 
internet service to all areas of 
the county, supervisors recently 
loosened up the ordinance to 
allow internet poles without 
seeking county approval. How-
ever, the change was not effec-
tive for properties along the 
waterfront zoned W-1. Also at 
issue was the pole’s design which 
is triangular with a 54-inch base.

“Metrocast charges are 
$14,000 per mile” for the two-
mile long hookup, said Luke 
Schoelwer, who is overseeing 
the project for his brother until 
he returns from a job in Chile. 
He noted the antenna will be 
shielded from view by a grove of 
trees over 100 feet in height.

Neighbors, who also will ben-
efit from the tower, supported 
the initiative. 

“The solution is reasonable...
and the pole is shielded from 
view by the trees,” said Bill 
Hakos, who claimed internet 
service to the area is intermit-
tent. 

Robert Smoak threw his sup-
port behind the service.

However, Carol Engstrom, 
who lives across the creek said 
she is opposed.

“I believe we will see the pole 
because those are deciduous 
tress,” she said. “I understand 
your need for wireless. But we 
paid for Metrocast to come in.”

District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows said, “It’s important to 
support broadband. The trees are 
a buffer.”

With an amendment to limit 
the structure to a maximum 
54-inch base, the motion passed 
5-0.

In other permit activity, super-
visors authorized Edward and 
Thao Croasdale to operate a nail 
salon in an accessary structure 
at their residence at 117 Oyster 
House Road in District 3. The 
11.637-acre parcel is zoned gen-
eral residential (R-1).

Supervisors authorize data antenna
by Audrey Thomasson Planning and land use direc-

tor Don Gill said he received 
two objections to the salon 
from neighbors. Their con-
cerns included increased traffic, 
reduced property values, com-
mercial signage and ability to 
transfer the special exception 
in the event of a new property 
owner.

Ed Croasdale said there 
would be a minimal effect on 
the neighborhood because the 
shop would be limited to one 
customer at a time. Also, he said 
they didn’t plan to put up sig-
nage.

“I live at the end of the road 
and this isn’t going to be a prob-
lem for anyone,” said Ken Fles-
ter.

Noting the shop would be in 
an existing garage, District 1 
supervisor Butch Jenkins made 
the motion for approval with a 
condition that limits customer 
cars to a maximum of two. It 
passed 4-0 with 1 abstention. 
Bellows recused himself, saying 
he has a family member living 

adjacent to the property.
Supervisors also unanimously 

approved a final easement in 
the Greentown/Gaskins roads 
neighborhood, removing the 
final obstruction to installation 
of a community septic system. 

The property belongs to the 
heirs of Theresa A. Smith.

“LIKE” us on 
Facebook!

RRecord.com



Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Ricky A. Gibson Jr., 19, 
of Weems Road was charged 
August 28 with breaking and 
entering, grand larceny (both 
felonies), and misdemeanor 
destruction of property.

James M. Sellers, 38, of 
Haynesville was charged 
August 31 with felony proba-
tion violation. 
Misdemeanors

A Hacks Neck Road man, 
22, was charged August 26 
with contempt of court.

A Dawson Road man, 54, 
was charged August 26 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Levelfield Lane man, 33, 
was charged August 27 with 
contempt of court.

A Dillin Drive man, 45, 
was charged August 29 with  
assault and battery.

A Belmont Drive man 
was charged August 30 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Laurel Point Road man, 
35, was charged August 30 
with domestic assault and 
battery.
Activity Report

August 25: Staff received 
a curse and abusive language 
complaint from a Gaskins 
Road resident, and an elder 
abuse report (no further 
information released in order 
to protect the victim and due 
to the nature of the inves-
tigation); and responded to 
an E911 disconnect call on 
Beach Cove Drive (telephone 
line problem).

August 26: Staff 
responded to a stalking com-
plaint on Greentown Road 
(mental health emergency 
involved), to the area of Wind-
mill Point Road on a hazard-
ous driver complaint, and to 
an E911 disconnect call in the 
area of Rappahannock Drive 
(no source of the call could be 
determined); received a com-
plaint from a Fleets Bay Road 
resident of multiple calls in 
attempts to obtain financial/
personal identifying informa-
tion in order to commit fraud, 
a larceny report from Craw-
fords Corner Road (Stihl pole 
saw; $600 loss), a motorist’s 
complaint of a reckless driver 
in the area of Rappahannock 
Drive/Shady Lane (no offi-
cer in position to attempt to 

intercept), a walk-in com-
plaint of fraud (civil inci-
dent), a report of burglary to 
a foreclosed residence (100 
ft. copper tubing, 100 ft. elec-
tric wire, kitchen faucet set, 
20 ft. copper gas line; $790 
loss), an internet fraud com-
plaint from an Old Point Road 
resident, and a complaint of a 
suspicious/unknown person 
attempting entry to a Fitch-
ett Drive residence (third 
party advised the subject was 
attempting to return keys for 
the residence); and investi-
gated an unattended and open 
vehicle at a Lively area busi-
ness during routine late night 
business checks (no criminal 
incident involved).

August 27: Staff 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on Woods Drive; 
responded to an unattended 
vehicle complaint on Monas-
kon Road, to an abandoned 
vehicle complaint in the area 
of Lancaster High School, to 
a noise violation complaint on 
Rocky Neck Road; received 
a walk- in report of larceny 
(Taurus .45 cal pistol; $400 
loss), to a missing person 
incident in the Merry Point 
area (subject found to be safe 
with family member), to a 
trespass complaint on Green-
town Road, and to a domestic 
disturbance on Woods Drive; 
received a walk-in complaint 
of an assault (protective 
order issued by the magis-
trate), and a burglary report 
from a Gemini Road resident 
(assorted change; $50 loss); 
and checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

August 28: Staff received 
a commercial burglary report 
from the 100 block of Wind-
mill Point Road (door lock; 
$30 loss), a custody/visita-
tion complaint from an Otto-
man Ferry Road resident, 
a complaint from a Bald 
Eagle Drive resident of an 
attempt to defraud by means 
of “The Grandparent Scam” 
(a grandchild is in jail/hos-
pital, etc., and needs money), 
and a walk-in complaint of an 
assault and battery; responded 
to an E911 disconnect call on 
Mockingbird Lane (telephone 
line problem), and with White 
Stone Police Department 

(WSPD) to a domestic dis-
turbance on Windmill Point 
Road; and notified the Vir-
ginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a large 
animal carcass that was inter-
fering with traffic near Mary 
Ball and Fleets Bay roads. 

August 29: Staff 
received a walk-in complaint 
of the forgery/fraudulent sale 
of a vehicle ($600 loss), and 
a walk-in complaint for a 
protective order (magistrate 
did not find probable cause 
for a protective order); noti-
fied VDOT of a downed tree 
partially blocking Devils 
Bottom Road (patrol offi-
cer arrived, reported tree 
had been removed and can-
celled VDOT response); and 
responded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint in the 
11600 block of Courthouse 
Road (disabled vehicle; 
driver waiting for assistance), 
to a noise violation com-
plaint in the area of Chesa-
peake Drive, and responded 
to a possible prowler com-
plaint in the 900 block of 
Ocran Road.

August 30: Staff received 
a stolen vehicle report (2003 
GMC Yukon; $7,000 loss and 
recovery); and responded to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash 
near Merry Point and Hoe-
cake roads (2003 GMC Yukon 
reported as stolen), with 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to Wilson Lane, with 
EMS to Churchill Circle, to 
a disturbance call on Camp-
bell Road, to a complaint of 
a pedestrian interfering with 
traffic on Black Stump Road, 
with Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a sus-
picious vehicle and persons 
complaint, possible weapon 
involved, on Irvington Road, 
to an E911 disconnect call in 
the 7500 block of River Road 
(child playing on the phone), 
to a domestic disturbance/
child custody complaint on 
Levelgreen Road, and to a 
domestic assault on Devils 
Bottom Road.

August 31: Staff 
responded to a noise viola-
tion complaint in the area of 
Windmill Creek Lane, with 
KPD and EMS to a report 
of an intentional drug over-
dose on North Main Street, 
to an assault call on Sullavans 
Road, with EMS and WSVFD 
to High Bank Road on a 

report of a person trapped 
under a dock, to a domestic 
disturbance/trespass com-
plaint in the 1000 block of 
Good Luck Road, with KPD 
to an assault call on New 
South Road, to an assault by 
threat complaint at a Mollusk 
area convenience store, to a 
noise violation complaint on 
Washington Street, and to an 
animal control complaint on 
Woods Drive.

September 1: Staff 
received a larceny report 
from the 100 block of Wind-
mill Point Road (prescription 
drug; $50 loss); checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after pre-
arranged telephone contact 
could not be made (telephone 
line problem); notified VDOT 
of a downed tree interfering 
with traffic on Corrotoman 
Drive; and attempted to locate 
a reported reckless driver in 
the White Stone area.

Sheriff ’s staff also con-
ducted 22 traffic stops, issued 
nine summonses, assisted 
seven motorists, reported 
two deer strikes, handled 
two calls for traffic control, 
investigated seven building 
alarms, processed a mental 
health order, logged two 
inmate transports and fielded 
two calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a possible vehicle fire on East 
Church Street, a fire alarm on 
School Street, a fire/smoke 
alarm on South Main Street 
and a fire/smoke alarm in the 
15800 block of Mary Ball 
Road. KVFD also assisted 
EMS on Coppedge Farm 
Road.

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash on Merry Point 
Road and a med-evac landing 
zone on Hazzard Lane. 

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 
water rescue call on High 
Bank Road.
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NEW VIEWS for news and 
ads on your smartphone!

Sign up for the new e-edition of the

Rappahannock Record

$35 per year.
Already have a print subscription? Add the 

e-edition for only $12 per year ($1 per month).

Call 804-435-1701 or 
visit RRecord.com.

May 5-17, 2015 
13 Day Cruise/Tour

EXPLORE CHINA FROM 
SHANGHAI TO BEIJING

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA

Don’t miss the spectacular close-up view of China 
on a Viking River Cruise.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT ADVENTURE TRAVEL OFFICE

RSVP

Claiming the prize

McGettrick of Midlothian accepts the keys to the new Mustang from festival treasurer 
Buddy Keyser on August 29. Photo by Renss Green

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“10 Gourmet Burgers, Beer & Wine”

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
804.577.4400

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe has recognized 
September as National Pre-
paredness Month in Virginia, 
calling on families, business 
owners and communities to 
take specific steps to be ready 
for emergencies.

“Most Virginians know 
they should be prepared for 
emergencies, but they haven’t 
completed an emergency plan 
or participated in an exercise 
or drill to test their plan,” 
said Gov. McAuliffe.  “It’s 
never too late to get ready, so 
I encourage all our people to 
take at least one action during 
September to make sure our 
families, businesses and com-
munities are prepared for the 
next emergency.”

To prepare for disasters:
-

tected place to be safe from 
tornadoes.

where to go when a tornado 
warning is issued: vaemer-
gency.gov/readyvirginia/stay-

September is National Preparedness Month
infomred/tornadoes/prepar-
ingfortornadoes.

Radio to hear tornado warn-
ings issued directly by the 
National Weather Service.

weather warnings that may 
be offered by the locality.

Virginia apps. 
-

gency communications plan. 

everyone will meet up with 
each other if separated.

emergency contact for your 
family and give that person’s 
phone number to each family 
member.

-

gency contacts and post it in 
visible places in your home 
and workplace.

worksheet at readyvirginia.
gov, or listovifginia.gov.

about flood insurance.

outages and water and sewer 
utility outages.

-
uation. 

This year, National Pre-
paredness Month features a 
day set aside specifically for 
taking actions to get prepared 
for emergencies. Septem-
ber 30 has been designated 
America’s PrepareAthon! 
Day.  Sign up at ready.gov/
prepare.
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KILMARNOCK—The Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy (NNLC) recently achieved land 
trust accreditation from the Land Trust Accredi-
tation Commission, an independent program of 
the Land Trust Alliance.

“The Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy’s accredited 
status demonstrates our com-
mitment to permanent land 
conservation that benefits the 
entire community,” said exec-
utive director Jamie Tucker. 
“Our land trust is a stronger 
organization today having 
gone through the rigorous 
accreditation program.”

The NNLC was founded in 
2004 and serves Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Richmond, 
Westmoreland and King 
George counties. NNLC has 
worked with landowners to 
protect over 15,057 acres of 
working farms and forests. 
In addition, over 13 miles of 
shoreline within the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed have 
been preserved.

The NNLC received accred-
itation in August and is one of 
280 land trusts nationwide awarded accredi-
tation since the fall of 2008. Accredited land 
trusts are authorized to display a seal indicating 
to the public that they meet national standards 
for excellence, uphold the public trust and 
ensure that conservation efforts are permanent. 
The seal is a mark of distinction in land con-
servation.

“This round of accreditation decisions rep-
resents another significant milestone for the 

accreditation program; the 280 accredited land 
trusts account for over half of the 20,645,165 
acres currently owned in fee or protected by 
a conservation easement held by a land trust,” 

said commission executive 
director Tammara Van Ryn. 
“Accreditation provides the 
public with an assurance that, 
at the time of accreditation, 
land trusts meet high stan-
dards for quality and that the 
results of their conservation 
work are permanent.” 

Each accredited land trust 
submitted extensive documen-
tation and underwent a rigor-
ous review. 

According to the Land Trust 
Alliance, conserving land 
helps ensure clean air and 
drinking water; safe, healthy 
food; scenic landscapes and 
views; recreational places; and 
habitat for the diversity of life 
on earth. In addition to health 
and food benefits, conserving 
land increases property values 
near greenbelts, saves tax 
dollars by encouraging more 
efficient development, and 

reduces the need for expensive water filtration 
facilities. Across the U.S., citizens and com-
munities have come together to form more than 
1,700 land trusts and save over 47 million acres 
of farms, forests and parks.

“We are proud to display the accreditation 
seal that demonstrates the quality of our ser-
vice to landowners, and the high degree of 
professionalism of our organization,” said 
Tucker.

RICHMOND—The Chesa-
peake Bay Restoration Advi-
sory Committee is accepting 
grant applications to conduct 
Chesapeake Bay-related edu-
cation and restoration activi-
ties.

The grants are funded 
with monies from the sale 
of the special Chesapeake 
Bay license plate “Friend of 
the Chesapeake,” reported 
director Robert L. Tavenner. 
This year $347,740 in grant 
monies will be awarded to 
eligible applicants.

The deadline for submit-
ting a proposal for 2015 sup-
port grants is October 1, said 
Tavenner. Grant funds will be 
awarded in May.

Applicants should submit 
proposals emphasizing envi-
ronmental education or res-
toration and conservation of 
the Chesapeake Bay. Projects 
focusing on environmental 
education should increase 
public awareness and knowl-
edge about the bay, and proj-
ects of a restoration and con-
servation nature should be 
action oriented.

Grants are awarded for 
one year, except in special 
circumstances. Grant funds 
may not be used to supplant 
existing state or local general 
fund appropriations.

Applications will be 
accepted from private not-
for-profit conservation orga-

nizations, schools and uni-
versities, and governmental 
agencies whose projects will 
affect water bodies within 
the Chesapeake Bay water-
shed.

There is no limit on the 
amount that an applicant 
may request. Applications 
and guidelines are available 
at dls.virginia.gov/commis-
sions/cbr.htm or contact 
the Division of Legislative 
Services, General Assem-
bly Building, 201 North 9th 
Street, 2nd Floor, Richmond, 
VA 23219, 786-3591.

Del. M. Keith Hodges of 
Urbanna and Del. Margaret 
Ransone of Kinsale are mem-
bers of the committee.

A SLOWING ECONOMY HAS RESULTED IN THE DISUNION OF PARTNERS OF 
ONE OF THE LARGEST ORIENTAL RUG CORPORATIONS IN THE DC 

METROPOLITAN AREA. A MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION OF PERSIAN AND 
ORIENTAL RUGS HAS BEEN CONSIGNED TO OUR COMPANY FOR 

LIQUIDATION PRECEDING.

65% TO 75% OFF
ENTIRE INVENTORY

PERSIAN AND 
ORIENTAL RUGS

FOR PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH, 10 AM - 5 PM
AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK

882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE INVEN-
TORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLIMENTED WITH OUR GOODS OF 

ALL IRANIAN RUGS WERE IMPORTED BEFORE EMBARGO.

day show voted for 
their favorite of the 
170 entries. The 
winner is presented 
the People’s Choice 
Award at the 
conclusion of the 
show. The winner 
this year was Herb 
Aman for his large 
photograph entitled 
“Breaking Wave - Del 
Ray Sunrise.” This 
photograph was also 

judge Sara Linda 
Poly and received an 
honorable mention.

Labor Day art attractions
Carmen and Tom Llewellyn of Washington, D.C., on August 31 admire entries on 
display in the Rappahannock Art League Labor Day Art Show at the Studio Gallery 
in Kilmarnock. The art show featured 170 pieces. The 28 award winners will be 
showcased through September 27. Photo by Renss Greene

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency will hold 
a community meeting on revi-
sions to the Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps and Flood Insurance 
Study for Lancaster County on 
Thursday, September 11.

The meeting will begin at 
6 p.m. in the media center at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

As a condition of continued 
eligibility in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP), 
Lancaster County is required 
to adopt a revised ordinance 
that complies with the proposed 
changes. NFIP, state and county 
representatives will be present 
to answer questions about the 
revised maps.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission will 
meet at 6 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 8, at Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The commission will elect 
a chairman and vice chairman 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Town of Kilmarnock will 
conduct an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. September 12 at 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. Concepts for a park on 
North Main Street will be dis-
played. 

LANCASTER—Super-
visors will meet with the 
Boat Tax Committee at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 9, in the 
Board Meeting Room, County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

This will be the first meeting 
of the committee, which super-
visors appointed to study the 
county’s personal property tax 
levy on boats.

Committee members include 
Bruce Saunders from Rappah-
annock Yachts, Clay Holcomb 
from Chesapeake Boat Basin, 
former county administrator 
Bill Pennell and former county 
finance director Jack Larson. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
September 8, in the media center 
at Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

Members will consider a Lan-
caster County request to use the 
primary school as collateral for 
a loan that will, in part, provide 
capital improvements to the 
schools.  

Also on the agenda, members 
will consider a parent and stu-
dent computer use agreement 
and appropriation for a “flip 
classroom project.”  

Tabled from last month will 
be a decision on whether to ask 
the Virginia Department of Edu-
cation to postpone changes by 
the College Board to the history 
curriculum. 

HEATHSVILLE—Nor-
thumberland supervi-
sors will meet at 5 p.m. today, 
September 4, at the Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

The board will hear reports 
from school superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates, Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
Northern Neck Residency, and 
county administrator Kenny 
Eades.

Department of Social Ser-
vices director Jackie Clayton 
will ask the board for fund-
ing for a new position, either 
part or full time, to cover an 
increase in caseload due to 
higher Medicaid and SNAP 
enrollment. 

Alice Cooper, director of 
the Northumberland Public 
Library, will speak to the 
board about the library’s five-
year plan for meeting state aid 
requirements.

Charles Walsh, director of 
the Middle Peninsula/North-
ern Neck Community Services 
Board, will present a biannual 
contract.

There are not public hear-
ings scheduled.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will hold a work ses-
sion on its six-year plan at 4:30 
p.m. Monday, September 8, at 
the school board office, 2172 
Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg. .

It also will hold a closed ses-
sion to discuss hiring decisions 
and student matters.

The school board will meet 
at 6 p.m., following the work 
session. School resource offi-
cer deputy Allen Garland 
will report on the school’s 
crisis plan. Superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates will report 
on the convocation, back-to-
school rally and first days of 
school.

The board also will take 
action on grant applications 
in the event Northumberland 
remains a focus school, and 
overnight trips for the march-
ing band.

WHITE STONE — Town 
council voted last month to 

move its September meeting 
from Thursday, September 4, 
to Tuesday, September 9, in 
order to accommodate previous 
plans made by both mayor-elect 
Randy Reeves and outgoing 
Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard. 

Reeves will be sworn in as 
mayor at 6:45 p.m. at Town Hall, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. The meeting will follow 
at 7 p.m.

Returning councilmen Irving 
Brittingham and Joe Sliakis, 
along with new council member 
Kelly Moss, also will be sworn 
in. Moss is filling the seat 
vacated by Reeves and won the 
council spot by a write-in vote in 
the May election. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

and hear an update from plan-
ning and zoning director Mar-
shall Sebra on plans for the 
town park. 

NNLC earns accreditation

■ Oyster growers
The Tidewater Oyster Grow-

ers Association will conduct a 
Middle Peninsula Oyster Float 
Workshop from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. September 13 at the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence boat basin, 1208 Greate 
Road, Gloucester Point.

Instruction and guidance 
will be offered in maintain-
ing an oyster garden, build-
ing oyster floats and cages, 
spat and equipment. Pre-order 
forms are available at oyster-
gardener.org.

NEWS 
BREAK

Chesapeake Bay education and 
restoration grants are available
through license plate program

Boots & BBQ
slated Sept. 14
The Northern Neck Land 

Conservancy will host 
Boots & BBQ from 1 to 4 
p.m. September 14 at Gas-
cony in Northumberland 
County. 

The menu will feature 
barbecue, fried oysters, 
beer, wine, soda and side 
dishes.

The speaker will be 
Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion Virginia executive 
director Ann F. Jennings.

Tickets are $25. Pur-
chase tickets at the NNLC 
office, 8327 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster, 462-0979, 
or nnconserve.org.
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Come in and shop around, have some-
thing to eat, and enjoy visiting with 

our friendly, informative vendors in a 
family oriented, safe environment.

Besides many modern and 

will be selling Duck Decoys, 
leather works, handmade knives,
ammo, swords, militaria from all

wars, tee shirts and a few surprises.

ORLANDO, FLA.—At the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s 
National Conference in Orlando in August, international affairs 
director Brian McArdle, a member of Flotilla 33, received the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Meritorious Service Medal for “Excep-
tional Meritorious Achievement and Superior Performance of 
Duties.” 

The award was presented by Rear Adm. Paul F. Thomas during 
an international training session which McArdle was leading. 
The session included 18 international guests of life-saving orga-
nizations from Europe, the Caribbean, Australia and the Philip-
pines, the U.S Coast Guard and the Auxiliary.

“It was quite a surprise when the admiral came into our ses-
sion,” said McArdle.  “It was an honor to receive such a distin-
guished award, especially in front of commanders and comman-
dants from around the world.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s International Directorate 
assists other countries that want to form life-saving and search 
and rescue organizations. For countries that already have such an 
organization, the Auxiliary assists with training and education.

A fire aboard a boat is a 
serious event and often 

proves fatal. However, it 
does not have to be that 
way with a couple of pre-
cautions. There are actions 
to take, or to avoid, that 
can manage the risk of an 
onboard fire.

“One of the biggest 
causes of fire on boats is 
fuel or rather the fumes,” 
said U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 33 com-
mander Ed Hines. 

“The fumes can seep into 
the lower parts of your boat 
and are highly flammable,” 
said Hines.

Before leaving the dock, 
check the fuel lines. Don’t 
just take a look, but feel 
them. Look for worn spots 
and check connections, he 
said. Do this frequently. 
Also, it is a good idea to 
do a sniff test remembering 
that fumes are heavier then 
air and will settle in the low 
spots.

When refueling:

and doors. This will prevent 
fumes from drifting into an 
enclosed space.

all electrical devices.

smoking in the area.

refueling hose in contact 
with the fuel opening to 
“ground” the person doing 
the fueling and to prevent 
a spark that could cause an 
explosion.

-
ing. “Spilling fuel increases 
the danger of fire, but also, 
legally, you are responsible 
for any fuel spill,” said 
Flotilla 33 marine safety 
expert Franz Kasteel. “You 
don’t have to squeeze in 
every last ounce of fuel. 
Not only do you have more 
of a chance to spill over, 
but you need to leave room 
for liquid expansion in the 
heat.”

secure when finished refu-
eling, then open all win-
dows and doors to ventilate 

and fumes that may have 
settled in the cabin.

-
iliary recommends running 
the bilge exhaust fan for 
inboard or inboard/outboard 
engines for at least four 
minutes before starting the 
engine. This should remove 
all fuel fumes from the 
bilge.

-
tinct odor. If fumes are 
detected, don’t start the 
engine, or shut it off imme-
diately.

Propane tanks, grills 
and stoves are another fire 
hazard, reported Hines.

With all the bouncing 
around a boat experiences, 
it is important to check con-
nections frequently.

A fire extinguisher 
mounted nearby would be 
a good idea, he added. At 
least one fire extinguisher 
is required on boats less 
than 26 feet. That fire 
extinguisher must be a 
B-1. For boats 26 feet to 40 
feet, they are required to 
have two B-1s or one B-2. 
However, there is no reason 
to just have the minimum 
aboard. An average fire 
extinguisher lasts for only 
about 10 seconds.

“You don’t want to have 
one 10-second fire extin-
guisher with a 12-second 

fire,” said Flotilla 33 safety 
instructor Don Gallagher.

An extinguisher marked 
“ABC” will put out mate-
rial, electrical and liquid 
fires. It is also a good idea 
to check your extinguishers 
frequently to ensure they 
are properly charged. The 
number indicates the capac-
ity.

Fire on a boat, of any 
size, is more of a threat than 
the same fire on land, said 
Hines.

“On land we can simply 
walk away. On our boat 
away from land, we enter 
another potentially threaten-
ing environment—the water. 
In either event, the captain 
must make a fast and clear 
decision.

Fight or flee? If the fire 
is a fuel f ire, recognize the 
situation as very dangerous, 
he said. If the fire is small 
and does not threaten the 
main or auxiliary fuel tanks, 
trying to put out the fire 
with your fire extinguisher 
might be advisable. How-
ever, be careful; gasoline 
fires can go from small to 
huge in a matter of seconds.

While some crew mem-
bers are fighting the fire, 
others should put out the 
anchor and everyone should 
put on their life jackets. 
Most fires are in the mid-

section or rear of the boat 
and the anchor will keep 
the bow into the wind with 
the smoke and flame going 
astern, added Hines.

For propane fires, try to 
extinguish the fire if the 
system can be shut off at 
the tank without getting 
burned, he said.

If the vessel must be 
abandoned, be careful if the 
fire seems to have gone out 
of its own accord. Think 
twice before re-boarding. 
The fire may still be smol-
dering and could explode 
anew at any time, he said.

If the fuel f ire occurs 
when secured to a fuel 
dock, there are other things 
to do. If the fire starts from 
a spark where the filler hose 
is going into the gas tank, 
do not pull the hose out of 
the tank, advised Hines. 
Stop the flow of gas and go 
for the fuel shutoff switch 
on land and the larger extin-
guisher on dock.

Other fires, such as 
grease flare-ups on a grill 
or stove, present challenges 
but are usually more easily 
extinguished. First, turn 
off the flame. Smother the 
fire, or use a fire extin-
guisher and don’t stop until 
the extinguisher is empty. 
Do not try to extinguish a 
grease fire with water.

Be familiar with the 
instructions for fire extin-
guishers. 

To operate the extin-
guisher on any type fire, 
detach the extinguisher 
from its bracket, pull the 
safety pin and then squeeze 
the trigger. Spray the fire 
with a back and forth move-
ment directed at the base 
of the fire, said Hines. 
Most extinguishers only are 
good for 10 to 12 seconds, 
so have more then one on 
board. 

If the fire is wood, paper 
or other combustibles, 
chances of putting it out are 
good. But watch out if the 
fire is close to fuel; it could 
spread and be uncontainable 
real fast.

Flotilla 33 offers advice to prevent boat fires

From left are Rear Adm. Paul F. Thomas and Brian 
McArdle.

Brian McArdle receives
Meritorious Service Medal

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Virginians can help preserve 
tree species by collecting 
acorns and seeds from 12 spe-
cies and delivering them to 
the nearest office of the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry 
(VDOF). Acorns and seeds 
must be received by October 
10.

“Generally, the best time to 
collect acorns is the last week 
in September through the first 
week of October,” said Josh 
McLaughlin, nursery forester. 
“Every bag of acorns and seed 
collected by citizens will help 
us keep Virginia beautiful.”

The species most needed are 
Alleghany chinkapin, Chinese 
chestnut, hazelnut, black oak, 
chestnut oak, northern red 
oak, pin oak, swamp chestnut 

oak, swamp white oak, white 
oak, willow oak and black 
walnut.

“Lawns or paved areas are 
ideal collection sites,” said 
McLaughlin. “A single tree 
located in these areas makes 
identifying the acorns easier.” 

McLaughlin reminds anyone 
who is interested in collecting 
acorns or seed to a use paper 
bags to hold the acorns or 
seed; identify the tree species 
on the bag, and to not com-
bine acorn or seed from dif-
ferent tree species in the same 
paper bag. Don’t collect from 
trees in the forest, since it can 
be difficult to identify acorns 
when many different species 
are nearby, he added.

To locate the nearest VDOF 
office, visit dof.virginia.gov.

Poster unveiled
Mathews Market Days chairman Mark Smith and poster 

Street” and is how she interprets the theme “Small 
Town Charm.” The limited edition, signed/numbered 

Mathews County Visitor and Information Center, or at 
Market Days, September 5 and 6.

Tree nurseries seek help
collecting acorns and seeds

NEWS BREAK
■

Household hazardous and electronics waste collections are 
slated September 20. In Lancaster, collections will be con-
ducted from 7:30 to 11 a.m. at the Kilmarnock Refuse Center, 
320 White Pine Road, Kilmarnock. In Northumberland, col-
lections will be conducted from 1:30 to 5 p.m. at Northumber-
land Middle School, 175 Academic Lane, Claraville.

Residents with item-specific questions may call Northern 
Neck Soil & Water Conservation District, 333- 3525, ext. 102; 
Lancaster Extension, 462-5780; or Northumberland Exten-
sion, 580-5694.
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Please join us to discuss the new HECM guidelines 

which became effective August 4, 2014. These 

friendly.

We will go over how to qualify for a Reverse Mort-

gage and the details determining how much money 

you qualify for. Other items will include how the 

funds may be disbursed and how property values 

are handled including well/septic issues.

After we are done, you will have a good under-

standing of the HECM process including the HUD 

counseling which is required to help protect your 

rights and make sure you have all the information 

needed to make an informed decision.
 

Please join us
 

Date:

Reverse Mortgage Discussion
Meet your Local Reverse Mortgage Professional

who has served this area for years.

We will go over the Reverse Mortgage process,
guidelines, options for getting cash, and the New 
Reverse Mortgage which started August 4, 2014. 

You all will have an information package to take home. 

• Location: Comfort Inn, 6639 Forest Hill Ave 
(behind Wendy’s), Gloucester • 804-695-1900

• Dates and Times: September 10-  7-8PM
September 13- 8:30-9:30 AM

(Early Bird) and 10-11AM
•Please RSVP by phone or email: 

804-436-3648 or david.farley@yadkinmortgage.com       

NMLS #499853

Seniors, relatives 

of seniors, 

friends, and 

trusted advisors 

should attend 

this discussion.

NMLS # 522448

David.farley@yadkinmortgage.com

NMLS #499853

KILMARNOCK—Some 70 
charitable organizations serving 
Lancaster, Northumberland and 
Middlesex counties, will take part 
in the 2014 Amazing Raise from 
6 a.m. September 17 to 6 p.m. 
September 18. 

The Amazing Raise is 36-hour 
online giving challenge. When 
giving during The Amazing 
Raise, the charities also have the 
chance to win additional incen-
tive prizes ranging from $500 to 
$15,000. Local, state, national 
and global support may come.

“Last year, through The Amaz-
ing Raise, 34 local nonprofits 
received 455 donations totaling 
over $31,000,” said River Coun-
ties Community Foundation advi-
sory board chairman Ron Mihills. 
“Gifts can be as small as $25, 
which gives everyone the oppor-
tunity to make a difference.”

Regional director Margaret 
Nost and regional grants manage-
ment associate Leslie Franklin are 
eager to see the community come 

together in a collective way, to 
bolster the amazing work being 
done.

“The event allows donors and 
the foundation to collectively sup-
port our nonprofits through one 
fun event, both through donations 
and prizes. Foundation grants are 
able to reach many, but not all 
organizations, and so this is an 
additional way we reach out to 
support strong and eligible non-
profits,” said Franklin.   

Because everything is online, 
The Amazing Raise could bring 
exposure of even the smallest, 
all-volunteer organization, to an 
entire community of potential 
donors, at no cost to the organiza-
tion. Participating is easy. During 
the event, visit the amazingraise.
org and select a charitable organi-
zation. Then, give an online dona-
tion of $25 or more.

The Amazing Raise is hosted 
by The Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and Central 
Virginia. 

R I C H M O N D — T h e 
Alzheimer’s Association of 
Greater Richmond invites 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula residents to partici-
pate in an upcoming Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s.

Opportunities include a 
Middle Peninsula-Northern 
Neck Walk on September 20 
at Bethpage Camp Resort in 
Urbanna; a Fredericksburg 
Walk on September 27 at Uni-
versity of Mary Washington 
in Fredericksburg; a Tri-Cities 
Walk on October 18 at Rich-
ard Bland College in Peters-
burg and a Richmond Walk on 
October 18 at Markel Plaza in 
Innsbrook.

For the anticipated 4,050 
Central Virginians who will 
participate, including an esti-
mated 550 at the Northern 
Neck-Middle Peninsula event, 
the walks are opportunities to 
learn about Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and how they can con-
tinue their involvement in the 
cause.

Participants also will partic-
ipate in a ceremony to honor 
those affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias; 
the Promise Garden ceremony. 
This ceremony is a commit-
ment to fulfill their promise 
to remember, to honor, to care 
and to fight Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. The different colors of 
the promise flowers represent 
the diverse reasons why they 
walk—blue flowers indicating 
the individual has Alzheimer’s, 
yellow flowers indicating the 
individual is a caregiver for 
someone with Alzheimer’s, 
purple flowers indicating the 
individual has lost someone 
to Alzheimer’s, and orange 
flowers indicating the indi-
vidual supports the cause and 
the vision of a world without 
Alzheimer’s. Each participant 
also will have an opportunity 
to write a personal message on 
their promise flower to further 
strengthen their dedication.

The 2014 Northern Neck–
Middle Peninsula Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s will mark the 15th 
walk for Gloucester resident, 
Kristi Newman. The honorary 
chairman for 2014, Newman 
walks in memory of her father, 
Julius Daniel Benton Jr.
Case history

“My dad started showing 
symptoms of dementia in 1992 
when he was just 52 years 

old,” Newman said. “He was 
always the jolliest person you 
could ever hope to meet and 
he started to get angry all the 
time, and we could see person-
ality changes. ”

Her father passed away in 
2008 at the age of 68 and the 
autopsy revealed he had Fron-
totemporal lobar degenera-
tion, FTLD. After Alzheimer’s, 
FTLD is the second most 
common cause of dementia for 
individuals younger than 65.

“My dad was an extremely 
talented aircraft carrier 
designer,” she said. “He lost his 
job due to short-term memory 
loss and it was so sad to see 
someone so well-respected in 
his field, and in his community, 
struggle with the disease.

“Dementia stole him from 
us at such an early age. I think 
about the things he’s missed 
since he left us, and it still 
makes me incredibly sad.”

In Virginia, 130,000 indi-
viduals are currently living 
with Alzheimer’s, including 
26,000 in the Greater Rich-
mond Chapter’s service area. 
By 2025, estimates indicate 
that 190,000 Virginians will 
have Alzheimer’s.

Alzheimer’s disease is a 
growing epidemic and is the 
nation’s sixth-leading cause 
of death. From 2000 to 2010, 
deaths from Alzheimer’s 
increased by 68% while deaths 
from heart disease decreased 
by 16%, deaths from breast 
cancer decreased by 2%, and 
deaths from prostate cancer 
decreased by 8%. As baby 
boomers age, the number of 
individuals living with the 
disease will rapidly escalate, 
increasing well beyond today’s 
more than 5 million Ameri-
cans to as many as 16 million 
by 2050.

Last year, The Alzheimer’s 
Association of Greater Rich-
mond Northern Neck–Middle 
Peninsula regional office pro-
vided services to more than 
950 individuals living with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia as 
well as their caregivers, both 
personal and professional. The 
services provided included 
educational programs, support 
groups, Helpline calls, respite 
scholarships, and more.

“People often ask me why 
I still participate in the walk 
now that dad is gone and my 
answer is simple. I continue 

HEATHSVILLE—About a 
dozen boys and girls recently 
enjoyed an out-of-this-world 
experience at the Northum-
berland Public Library.

While the destination was 
space, their feet never left the 
ground, reported publicist 
Don Hirst. They journeyed to 
distant worlds during Space 
Camp.

Library staff and volun-
teer helpers ran an exciting, 
informative program that 
began with the history of 
space flight and ended with 
a bottle rocket launch outside 
the library, said Hirst.

The youth made models 
of planets, absorbed facts 
about space and constructed 
rovers—robots that could 
explore other worlds, he said.

Those who helped make 
the camp a big success 
included library director 
Alice Cooper, children’s pro-
grams coordinator Jan Bates, 

summer staff member Kyndia 
Riley and volunteers Anna 
Whiting and Lance Marston. 

It was like old home week 
for Marston, who was an 
executive at NASA for nine 
years, from 1961-1970, at 
the height of the space race, 
added Hirst.

“The children are very 
bright,” Marston said after 
the kids displayed their rovers 
and gave a brief description 
of their function.

The rovers—built with 
everything from egg cartons, 
straws, plastic food contain-
ers and jar lids to pencils, 
empty soda bottles and card-
board—were given names 
that included USA, Hero, 
Awesomeness, Awesome and 
Wall-E.

Brady Mullins, 9, said he 
liked “everything” about the 
camp and expressed inter-
est in becoming an astro-
naut when he grows up. His 

HEATHSVILLE—Loading 
donations for needy animals 
marked the finale to the Nor-
thumberland Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Program, 
PAWS to Read, during an all-
ages Story Hour August 27.

The donated items, including 
food, toys, blankets and towels, 
were loaded aboard a van from 
the Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter by about a 
dozen parents and children. 
Shelter director Angie Balder-
son and shelter employees 
Jorie Bramblett and Gabrial Figgatt accepted the items.

The items had been dropped off at the library over the summer 
by patrons. A large collection box that looked like a dog house 
was placed by the front entrance to hold the donated items.

Balderson said the stack of donated items was “awesome” and 
will give needy animals something to play with. It also will help 
keep shelter expenses down. “It’s wonderful to have the people 
in the community support the shelter,” she added.

Bramblett said the collection effort was great. “I know a lot 

of the dogs and cats will enjoy 
playing with the toys,” Bram-
blett said,

 Figgatt also praised the 
community for lending a help-
ing hand. “It means a lot for 
the community to be behind 
us and supporting us,” Figgatt 
said.

Story Hour attendees also 
made special “thank-you” 
cards for the Animal Shelter. 

Children’s programs coor-
dinator Jan Bates gave each 
animal shelter employee a 
“Pawsome Reader” dog tag. 
The dog tags were the same as 

the ones the library presents to Northumberland Elementary stu-
dents who meet their summer reading goal.

“It was a great way to end the summer and the Summer Read-
ing Program,” said Bates, who expressed her thanks to every-
one who donated items to the animal shelter. “We at the library 
are all about the community. This is a way the kids could be 
involved in the community.”

Don Hirst serves as publicist for the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville. 

PAWS to Read concludes with donation to animal shelter

picked up the items donated to the Northumberland 
County Animal Shelter. Photo by Don Hirst

by Don Hirst

Northumberland Public Library’s Space Camp has successful launch
rover, Hero, was “powered” 
by Nick, a small module that 
was piggybacked on top.

Cooper said the camp was 
a good example of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math educational program-
ming. 

“It was really fun,” said 

Hallie Shackleford, 10. Her 
favorite event was making 
the bottle rockets—small 
plastic bottles launched by 
stomping on a larger plastic 
bottle. This generated a burst 
of compressed air that went 
through a plastic pipe to pro-
vide the rocket fuel.

From left are Leslie Franklin and Margaret Nost.

Online fundraising
campaign is slated
September 17-18

Registration opens for Walk to End Alzheimer’s
because nobody is immune,” 
she said. “I walk for me, I walk 
for everybody I love, and I 
walk so that future generations 
do not have to suffer.”

Last year’s Walks raised 
more than $450,000 combined, 

and this year, the goal for the 
Northern Neck–Middle Pen-
insula Walk is $53,000. The 
combined goal is $533,000.

To register a team, join an 
existing team, or to donate, 
visit alz.org/walk.
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Focal Point

Photo by John Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Sunday afternoon my good wife and I 
removed a tab from our bucket list, and 

set out to complete a long-held ambition. 
For over a decade we have thought and 

talked about visiting Saint Clement’s Island 
in the Potomac River. It is the birthplace of 
Maryland, the spot where on March 25, 1634, 
the 150 first settlers disembarked from the 
two little ships, the “Ark” and the “Dove” 
that had brought them from England.  Off the 
Saint Mary’s County shoreline, by Water Taxi 
the trip takes five minutes, but the service is 
available only on summer weekends.  

The island is the property of the State of 
Maryland, which acquired it after a couple of 
centuries of private ownership. When I was 
a child, we called it Blakistone Island, after 
the family that had owned it, but in 1960 the 
Maryland General Assembly restored the 
original name of Saint Clement’s.  

In 1634, the island consisted of over 400 
acres, but today after almost four centuries of 
pounding by storms and tides coming up the 
forceful Potomac, the acreage is only slightly 
above 60. What remains is rip-rapped, and 
likely should stay in place. Maryland was 
a refuge for English Catholics under the 
patronage of Lord Baltimore. The first set-

tlers built a cross and offered the first Mass 
in the English-speaking colonies on the day 
of their arrival.  

In 1934 to commemorate the tercentenary, 
residents raised a new cross, made of a wood 
frame and cement that 
they poured and finished 
with a stucco effect. 
It still stands, and was 
restored in this century.

The most recent proj-
ect has been the recon-
struction of the 1851 
Blackistone Lighthouse 
looking out into the 
Virginia shoreline. The 
building had fallen into 
disrepair after the great 
storm of 1933, and the 
Federal Government 
demolished it in 1956. 
Today an imposing 
reproduction stands on the site. The accu-
racy of the project is such that most visi-
tors do not know that the structure is not the 
original.  

After landing at the dock, we walked the 
course of the island, and saw the site of the 

20th-century canning factory, now long gone, 
and that of the commercial steamboat docks 
that brought goods from Baltimore, and 
sent out local produce. Basically, the island 
is untouched, and is in its natural state with 

interesting trails into and 
around the local flora. In 
the late 1800s, the island 
was a popular vacation 
spot with guest cottages 
along the shore. Today’s 
visitors have the oppor-
tunity to picnic under a 
large pavilion and absorb 
the history and natural 
beauty that abound across 
the island.

The island is a Mary-
land State Park and its 
history is the principal 
focus of the Saint Clem-
ent’s Island Museum, 

which houses one of the finest historical 
exhibits in the Chesapeake Bay region. The 
complex includes an early one-room school-
house, moved to the site, and many depictions 
of Southern Maryland history along with 
artifacts and interactive displays. We have 

gone to the museum each year, but this trip 
was our first out to the island. The museum 
is a project of the Saint Mary’s County Parks 
and Recreation Department, and is a stellar 
place to visit.

The Blackistone family that once owned 
the island also had a Northern Neck connec-
tion in that in the late 19th century they built 
the Colonial Beach Hotel, sometimes called 
Blackistone’s Hotel, around a mansion once 
owned by General Lighthorse Harry Lee. 
With the death of Frank Blackistone in 1952, 
the hotel passed to other ownership, and ulti-
mately was razed in 1984, a great loss to the 
history of the Northern Neck.

Saint Clement’s Island is the Maryland 
equivalent of Jamestown, which preceded its 
settlement by 27 years, but unlike the com-
position of the island at Jamestown, Saint 
Clement’s terrain was more compatible for 
settlement, and the new Colony of Maryland 
thrived. Once across the 301 Nice Bridge, 
the island is a half-hour away, offering an 
in-depth introduction to the history of our 
national river and the two states it divides. 

We enjoyed the visit to the extent that we 
have put returning there back on our bucket 
list.

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Maryland was a refuge for 
English Catholics under the 
patronage of Lord Balti-
more. The first settlers built 
a cross and offered the first 
Mass in the English-speak-
ing colonies on the day of 
their arrival.  

Rewriting history
We wish to add our voices 

to the growing number of cit-
izens who have been alerted 
to the new direction that the 
Advanced Placement United 
States History (APUSH) 
test and pre-requisite course 
material may be taking.

Although we have heard of 
alternative options, the mate-
rial that is publicly avail-
able appears to be a signifi-
cant change or rewriting of 
our American history. This 
drastic change in direction 
should be studied thoroughly 
before it is implemented in 
our schools.

We call upon the Lancaster 
school board to fulfill its 
obligation and undertake a 
thorough review and study 
of the proposed APUSH pro-
gram. It is imperative that the 
school board be familiar with 
what is to be taught in this 
AP history class and whether 
this curriculum teaches fac-
tually correct history.

Alternative opinions may 
be included in the curricu-
lum, but should not be the 
basis for the rewriting of 
history and the omission of 
American exceptionalism 
and the moral basis for the 
founding of our country. We 
charge the board to study this 
thoroughly and, if appropri-
ate, reject this rewriting of 
history.

Parents of high school stu-
dents should be aware that 
the new APUSH curriculum 
appears to be extremely one-
sided and disparaging of our 
American culture. As senior 
citizens we are aware of at 
least 50 years of history, 
from many sources, and are 
offended that this program 
misrepresents our American 
history.

Your children may be pro-
pagandized as this course 
is their primary source of 
U.S. history. We encourage 
parents to become familiar 
with what is being taught in 
their schools. Preparing our 
children to become produc-
tive, contributing members 
of society is an important 
function of our schools and 
families.

Irvington

Back to school days for our Northern Neck 
youth also means back to Boys and Girls 
Club for over 100 of them. Others returning 
from summer break are the many generous 
volunteers in our community.

I urge them to consider being a tutor or a 
mentor for these children who range in age 
from 6 through 18. The homework hour is 
from 4 to 5 p.m., a time of day when many of 
us without children at home are free.There is 
no substitute for one-on-one interaction with 
the children as we help them with homework 
and encourage the joy of learning.

Why not attend the volunteer orientation 
lunch at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 
23, for those who want to know more about 
the club and how they might help?

Staff members and experienced volunteers 
will talk about expectations for tutors, men-

tors and helpers and will provide you with 
some basic child development information 
that will assist you in relating to the youth. 
And you will have the chance to ask ques-
tions.  

Last week I attended a volunteer/staff 
meeting and came away very excited about 
the new programs and leadership in place for 
this year. There are also many opportunities 
to assist other than tutoring. The Boys and 
Girls Club is a wonderful organization that 
has impacted the lives of children and has 
provided hope and opportunity for the future. 
I will be returning for a fourth year of tutor-
ing; I cannot think of a better use of my time.

Please call Margaret Cobb (580-4534) 
at the club if you have questions or wish to 
attend the orientation.  

Lynne Engstrom, White Stone

Who’s got
the answers?

According to the Washing-
ton Post, 47 Federal Inspector 
Generals of agencies, those 
who are suppose to protect us 
from abuses or fraud in the 
agencies, wrote to Congress 
seeking assistance because 
they are stonewalled and pre-
vented from doing their job 
by this administration. 

Why does the media report 
but not follow up on the 
scandals by this administra-
tion. With Watergate, during 
the Nixon years, the media 
had investigative report-

“The American political system places 
power in the hands of plutocrats and bank-
ers at the expense of ordinary, middle-class 
Americans. Big corporations hire armies of 
lobbyists to get billion dollar loopholes into 
the tax system and persuade their friends in 
Congress to support laws that keep the play-
ing field tilted in their favor. Meanwhile, 
hardworking families are told they’ll just 
have to live with smaller dreams for their 
children.” Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D).

Capitalism is an economic system based 
on private ownership of capital and things. 
This system is meant to engender competi-
tion, innovation and motivation and thus keep 
prices ‘honest and fair’ while at the same 
time winnowing out companies and/or prod-
ucts of low quality or who use false claims to 
promote themselves; all this to the good of 
mankind and society.

In its most unadulterated form, it is a 
wealth distribution system that works fairly 
well with least government intervention.

Socialism, on the other hand, advocates 

state ownership of industry, capital and 
things—in the hopes of doing away with the 
harsher sides of a free market economy that 
can result when “overly motivated” capital-
ists monopolize banking or form cartels (such 
as the Federal Reserve Bank, et al) that cause 
a gross mis-distribution of wealth and well-
being. In the end, though, socialism tends to 
create a faceless, heartless bureaucracy that 
favors wealth and, above all, power.

The abuses Ms. Warren cites are the result 
of this abundant garden of wealth, that all 
should be able to tap into—but is being co-
opted by enormous, lobbied-up corpora-
tions, with the consensus and aid of govern-
ment entities, who then tend to exclude the 
“common citizen.”

While these elites’ corruption blur the lines 
between collective socialism and crony capi-
talism, the brunt of this shameful situation is 
being borne by “we the people.”

What should be ‘winnowed’ from our 
midst?

Is anyone
interested?

I’m surprised. Why?
The August 7 Record had 

a front page article on Lan-
caster County Supervisors’ 
decision to purchase the 
‘Brookvale Fair Grounds’ 
tract for $189,000, but 
nobody has written to the 
editor about this decision.

According to the article, 
the county doesn’t have a 
specific use for this land. 
One supervisor said the 
appeal of the land is that it is 
“geographically dead center 
in the county.” The county 
administrator said “nobody’s  
talked about a specific use.”  

So county taxpayers are 
putting up $189,000 for a 
piece of land for which there 
is no current need, just pos-
sible uses in the future, but at 
the same time the county real 
estate tax rate is increasing 
8% this year.  I thought the 
tax increase was necessary 
for school funding, not for 
real estate speculation. Do 
county taxpayers think this is 
a proper use of taxpayer dol-
lars?  

Later in the same arti-
cle is another surprise. On 
the subject of a $100,000 
advance to Lancaster schools 
for a second classroom for 
3-year-olds, supervisor Palin 
abstained from voting, “…
citing his position as prin-
cipal at the school.”  So, a 
conflict of interest?  If so, 
I’m surprised because he 
does not abstain from voting 
with the other county super-
visors on the annual school 
budget even though, as a 
school system employee, that 
budget financially impacts 
him personally.

So why abstain from voting 
on an additional classroom, 
but not on the school budget 
which includes his salary and 
benefits?  Why is that not a 
conflict of interest?

Is anyone else out there 
surprised?

Randy Romaine,
Lancaster

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

Economic system needs winnowing

Volunteer at the Boys and Girls Club

ers assigned and they only 
had one deep throat. Now 
they have hundreds of deep 
throats and the media passes. 

Has intimidation by this 
administration caused the 
media to back off, or is there 
an even more sinister reason? 
I believe the majority of 
media outlets are biased to 
the liberal view. Has the 
media decided to report in 
a manner designed to sway 
public opinion?

Look at the people in this 
administration and their rela-
tives that control media out-
lets and decide.

For the liberals of the 
world, how are the welfare 
programs working out? Are 
they producing more and 
more welfare or creating 
jobs? How is this president 
doing for minority unem-
ployment? How is this presi-
dent doing at bringing people 
out of poverty? Are the ille-
gals taking jobs from legal 
minorities? 

Reportedly, over 100 mil-
lion people receive some sort 
of welfare; how can this con-
tinue?

Under this administra-
tion has welfare become 
the norm, not the excep-
tion? Does this president 
want people to believe in 
him rather than themselves? 
Instead of creating good jobs 
with the stimulus money, did 
the president give money to 
political supporters?

Is this administration 
giving welfare as a means of 
assuring votes? Is this admin-

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

istration allowing the influx 
of illegals to the detriment of 
other minorities to get votes? 
Is that the real reason behind 
the administration’s objec-
tion to voter ID? 

I wonder.
Al Hall,

Reedville
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Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Highly-skilled general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at 
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.
Do you remember?

of McCrobie General Store in Weems, according to 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do 
you remember?” is a community service of the museum. 
Photo courtesy of Edgar McCrobie Collection

Meeting the governor 
Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe and First Lady Dorothy 
McAuliffe met Northumberland Democrats at a 
reception August 2 at the home of secretary of Natural 

First District Congressional candidate Norm Mosher, 

Mrs. McAuliffe and Northumberland Democratic 
Committee chairman Frank Kober.

The Libertarian candidate 
running for U. S. Senate, 
Robert C. Sarvis, will speak 
at the 99th District Tea Party 
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 9, at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Club, 3989 
Whitechapel Road, Lively.

Sarvis has a diverse profes-
sional backgound, with expe-
rience as an entrepreneur and 
small-business owner, a soft-
ware engineer and mobile-app 
developer, a math teacher and 
a lawyer, according to vice 
president Lyn Neira.

In the 2013 gubernatorial  
race, Sarvis ran against Terry 
McAuliffe and Ken Cucci-
nelli. He finished third, but 

received the highest vote share 
for a third party candidate in 
a Southern state in 40 years. 
He also was a candidate for 
the Virginia Senate in 2011 as 
a Republican, loosing to Sen. 
Dick Saslaw.

In none of the three races in 
which Sarvis has been a can-
didate, have any of his oppo-
nents agreed to a debate. This 
includes his current opponents 
Mark Warner and Ed Gillespie 
in the Senatorial race.

Sarvis and his wife, Astrid, a 
pediatrician, have two children 
and live in Annandale.

A question-and-answer ses-
sion will follow his presenta-
tion.

U.S. Senate candidate
Robert C. Sarvis will
speak Tuesday in Lively

So here it is, post Labor Day, and the old question of whether 
we will be considered fashion ignoramuses if we wear white 

is still blowing out there in the breezes. I think it should be 
addressed so that we can all rest comfortably in our clothes once 
again.

The custom of wearing white between Memorial and Labor 
Days, and then not letting it leave our closets for nine months, 
apparently began around the turn of the 20th century.

It seems to have been born from among women of great wealth 
and family prestige who, wanting to set their class apart from 
those with “new” money, declared dozens of fashion rules. Inter-
estingly, however, I can find no mention of the rule for wearing 
white in any of the major etiquette books of that day. Even if it 
was not put in writing, it was very securely passed along to those 
born all through the 1900s. 

An exception was designer Coco Chanel who, in the 1920s, 
chose year-round wearing of white to lead in her creations. In my 
youth, I honestly thought Coco Chanel was a type of hot choco-
late drink, so you can infer I was a Memorial Day to Labor Day 
only wearer of white myself.

Today, most of us who wear clothes have come to general 
agreement that it is unnecessary to eliminate any color, as long 
as the fabric on which it is applied is suitable for the current 
weather. White denim is comfy in the fall and white wool is 
beautiful for winter. 

White is worn by wedding guests as long as it is not a bridal or 
bridesmaid fashion.  And you should know that the spokespeople 
for the worlds of fashion and etiquette agree with us—just in 
case you are still a little nervous about breaking out of that old 
mould.

Because You Are Polite... 
Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick

While overall fatalities from 
traffic crashes have decreased 
over the past decade, the number 
of pedestrian fatalities has fluc-
tuated very little. Motor vehicle 
crashes involving pedestrians still 
account for a large number of 
injuries each year. 

The beginning of the school 
year (September and October) 
represent the most dangerous 
months of the year for pedestri-
ans in Virginia.

“Drivers must realize that chil-
dren see and think differently 
than adults. Their field of vision 
is narrower, they have slower 
reaction times and their hearing 
prevents them from locating the 
source of sounds, such as sirens, 
quickly. Children do not develop 
a sense of danger until at least 6 
to 8 years of age. As adults, we 
need to be more aware and pre-
pared for children in traffic,” said 
Georjeane Blumling, vice presi-
dent of public affairs for AAA 
Tidewater Virginia.     

AAA’s School’s Open—

AAA offers safety tips to curb
back-to-school auto accidents

Drive Carefully campaign was 
launched in 1946 to help reduce 
the number of school-related 
pedestrian injuries and fatalities. 
AAA offers the following advice 
for motorists:

struck by a vehicle traveling at 
25 mph is nearly two-thirds less 
likely to be killed compared to 
a pedestrian struck by a vehicle 
traveling just 10 mph faster.

-
dren often cross the road unex-
pectedly and may emerge sud-
denly between two parked cars.

for children on the sidewalk, 
driveway and around your vehi-
cle before slowly backing up.

the leading cause of death for 
teens in the U.S., and more than 
one in four fatal crashes involv-
ing teen drivers occurs during the 
after-school hours of 3 to 7 p.m. 
Get evidence-based guidance 
and tips at TeenDriving.AAA.
com.

Always come to a complete stop, 
checking carefully for children 
on sidewalks and in crosswalks 
before proceeding.

on bikes are often inexperienced, 
unsteady and unpredictable. If a 
child rides a bicycle to school, 
require that they wear a properly-
fitted bicycle helmet on every 
ride. Find videos, expert advice 
and safety tips at ShareTheRoad.
AAA.com.

As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA Tide-
water Virginia provides its more 
than 325,000 members with 
travel, insurance, financial and 
automotive-related services. 
Visit AAA.com.

Labor Day is over and it is 
back to school time. The first 
day of school can be exciting and 
maybe even a little scary for kids. 
Getting their children ready for 
school can be scary for parents 
too. Providing them with the 
tools, supplies, and clothes, can 
be stressful and financially diffi-
cult for many parents in the First 
Congressional District.

This year the financial burden 
may be even greater for some 
families. To find the possible/
probable source of this additional 
hardship, voters might want to 
look at Rob Wittman’s history 
of voting along party lines to cut 
billions of dollars in programs 
that support families in need of 
financial support in this tough 
economy.  His voting history cer-
tainly isn’t in the best interest of 
children or their families as they 
start off the new school year. 

I’m excited right now too, not 
because school is starting, but 
because we have a really great 
candidate, Norm Mosher, who is 
running for Congress to support 
the interests of families of this 
District not to vote against them.

Norm understands that kids 
must be provided the tools nec-
essary to excel at school and, 
when elected to Congress, as I 
hope he will be, will work to pro-
vide the support families need 
to help their kids off to a healthy 
and productive start to provide 
future contributions. Norm rec-
ognizes that investing now in a 
child’s educational development 
will benefit our country with their 
future contributions back to soci-
ety. 

I plan to vote for Vote for Norm 
Mosher for Congress on Novem-
ber 4, 2014, and I hope that you 
will too.

Marybeth Sisson,
Irvington
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