
The Rappahannock Art League 
(RAL) opened its 53rd annual 

Labor Day Art Show at 10 a.m., August 
27, at the Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

At a reception and awards ceremony 
that evening, an exuberant crowd of 
participating artists, RAL members and 
guests celebrated the opening of the 
six-day exhibition and the fact the show 
is taking place for the first time in its 
53-year history at its own gallery.

Prior to the ceremony, the crowd 
feasted on food and drink organized by 
reception chair Barbara Touchette and 
her team of volunteers.

“It’s always enjoyable to judge a show 
with such a wide variety of media,” 
said judge Sara Lindy Poly. “I was 
impressed with the professional quality 
of the works, but especially the creative 
insights of all the members so beauti-
fully displayed here. Thank you for 
inviting me to judge your fine show.”

Opening ceremonies were conducted 
by show chairman Barbara Kershner. 
Awards were presented by Poly. The 
Best of Show Award Presentation 
Cup was donated and presented by 
Ross Christiansen of Ross’s Rings and 
Things.

Poly is a Maryland artist and instruc-
tor known for her oil paintings of 
sweeping skies and landscapes, accord-
ing to Ann Cotter. Her studies were 
done through a number of academies 
and colleges as well as with local and 
national artists, but she originally 
started out in graphic arts and illustra-
tion.

She now works full time painting 
and teaching. Poly gives lectures, dem-
onstrations, plein air and studio paint-
ing classes and workshops in the U.S., 
Europe and Mexico. She is represented 
by a number of fine galleries in Wash-
ington, D.C., North Carolina, Virginia 
and Maryland. Her extensive list of 

awards, honors, competitions and shows 
stand as a monument to the esteem with 
which she is held. RAL was honored to 
have Poly as this year’s judge and work-
shop instructor, said Cotter.

With the Visitor’s Choice Award 
yet to be determined when the bal-
lots are counted on the final day of the 
show, 28 awards were presented. One 
of those was the Pat O’Shaughnessy 
Memorial Award for Non-Traditional 
Approach.  All other awards were made 
through an open competition with the 
judging based on creativity, originality 
and craftsmanship for all media.

The following awards were presented:

ribbon and a pewter Presentation Cup, 
“A Beautiful Mind” by Jacquie Col-
ligan.

O’Shaughnessy Memorial Award for 
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LANCASTER—The roar of the 
big yellow buses and the chiming of 
school bells Tuesday, September 2, 
will signal the start of the 2014-15 
school year. 

It is a big day for every student, 
whether returning as an iPad-carrying 
senior preparing to take on the world 
with the Class of 2015, or as a 3-year-
old in a brand new school uniform 
with no idea of how technology will 
impact his or her life by graduation 
in 2030.

“We want this division to be the best 
in the country,” said new school super-
intendent Steven Parker. “This is an 
amazing place. The potential is here.”

Reporting on preliminary results 

IRVINGTON—Virginia hasn’t yet 
decided the path of its new Oyster 
Trail, but it began in Irvington.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe, joined by 
Sen. Ryan McDougle, Del. Margaret 
Ransone, and others traveled to the 
Dog and Oyster Vineyard in Irvington 
last week to promote Virginia’s new 
oyster branding initiative.

“One of the things I think is really 
important to remember is that it’s 
great for us as local officials to tout 
this, but this was really ya’ll’s idea,” 
said Sen. McDougle.

The region stands to benefit from 
the oyster trail. The new market-
ing initiative to brand the oyster for 
Virginia (as Maine has claimed the 
lobster and Maryland the blue crab) 
is only beginning, and will include 
an oyster trail akin to the wine trails 
already popular in Virginia. The web-
site, VirginiaOysterTrail.com, already 
lays out seven oyster regions, three of 
which are in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula.

“We’ve got so many young people 
that are getting into the oyster busi-
ness,” said Del. Ransone. “Promoting 
an oyster trail like this is so good for 
young people to get their boots off the 
ground and inject their product into 
this market.”

The idea began with Dudley Patte-
son, owner of the Hope and Glory Inn 
and the Dog and Oyster Vineyard. He 
said he got the idea from his experi-
ence in the hotel business, and know-
ing of an international hotel organiza-

Commonwealth’s oyster branding began locally

Gov. Terry McAuliffe and his wife, Dorothy, sample oysters and wine 
during a tour of the region to promote the oyster. 

Dudley and Peggy Patteson hosted the governor’s entourage at the 
Dog and Oyster Vineyard on Thursday. 

by Renss Greene

Changes to welcome students Tuesday at Lancaster schools

Judge picks 28 award-winners in Labor Day Art Show

Art show judge Sara Lindy Poly with the best in show 
winner, “A Beautiful Mind,” by Jacquie Colligan. 

Superintendent Steven Parker addresses faculty and staff during a 
back-to-class breakfast at Lancaster Middle School. 

by Audrey Thomasson

tion called Relais et Chateaux, which 
publishes itineraries of, among other 
things, oyster tours of France.

“Virginia is missing an opportu-
nity to capitalize on one of Virginia’s 
treasures, the oyster,” Patteson said. 
“It appears that Maryland has bested 
us by claiming the Chesapeake Bay 
blue crab. I think Virginia would ben-
efit by promoting its oyster.”

Patteson had the vision, but he 
had to knock on a few doors. Even-
tually the idea caught the attention 
of Joni Carter, executive director of 
Northern Neck Visions, an economic 
development committee devoted to 
improve the economy.

“We looked at bringing in big com-

panies, and we need more infrastruc-
ture to get that off the ground, so we 
looked at what we have already, and 
how to develop those assets,” Carter 
said. 

As Patteson notes, Virginia has the 
ideal environment for growing oys-
ters, and at one point in history pro-
duced 80% of the world’s oysters.

“I can’t think of any other agri-
cultural industry that has grown like 
the oyster has in the last five or six 
years,” Carter said.

“The economy here really hasn’t 
rebounded, and the only way to get 
the economy back is to get more 
people to come to this area,” said Pat-
teson.

“We move very quickly, and we 
need to,” said Gov. McAuliffe. 
“You’ve heard me talk about building 
the new Virginia economy. We face 
tremendous headwinds in Virginia 
because of the defense cuts.”

Patteson and Visions worked 
together to bring the idea to frui-
tion, garnering support from numer-
ous state agencies and the governor’s 
office, leading to an event at the 
executive mansion in Richmond on 
August 19, to kick off the initiative.

“Dudley is brilliant with ideas,” 
Carter said. “We couldn’t have done 
this without Dudley, and Dudley 
couldn’t have done it without us.”

“Joni Carter got it and sacrificed a 

lot, like many of us, to get this thing 
launched,” Patteson said.

“You’ve all come together, and 
partnerships are key,” said Rita 
McClenny, president and CEO of the 
Virginia Tourism Corporation. “That 
can continue to build every day, not 
only for your generation, but for the 
next generations to come.”

Everyone involved seems to see the 
oyster trail as a way to bring people 
into the area, boosting the economy 
and the area’s oldest industry.

“Those that are involved are abso-
lutely passionate about it, because they 
see the economic benefit involved,” 
Patteson said, adding: “Eating is not a 
bad way to get to know a place.”

of Standards of Learning (SOL) tests 
from June, he said, “The schools 
saw improvement across the board. 
Change is a process. It’s not going to 
happen overnight. It’s like pushing a 
boulder uphill. It requires focus.”

The first priority is to change the 
environment at the schools, starting 
with respecting each other “to the 
person” and modeling a good work 
ethic of integrity. “We’re adults in a 
school building that kids are looking 
up to. Our greatest leaders have to be 
the teachers.”

The superintendent believes in 
individualized instruction—a plan 
for every child. “First thing, you have 
to know every child. That means you 
have to love them, know things about 
them.”

He stressed the importance of 
teaching in a way that engages the 
student. 

“Kids are kids. They want to learn 
in a positive place that engages and 
respects them,” he said. “You make 
it fun...make it an inviting place to 
be...a great place to work...the rest of 
it is going to come.”

A key factor is implementation of 
positive response and positive behav-
ior intervention support. “We’re rais-
ing the expectations...We will cel-
ebrate the kid that meets expectations 
every day...and that’s 85%.”  

Parker acknowledged the dichot-
omy of the county having a compos-
ite index of 79%, meaning county tax 
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payers can afford to pay 79% 
of educational costs, while at 
the same time 75% of Lan-
caster students qualify for free 
or reduced lunch.

“Kids are not coming from 
the 79% composite index,” he 
noted.

In the few weeks he’s been 
here, Parker has folded in 
Social Services and other 
community groups in order 
to turn things around at the 
family level. “Kids out of con-
trol is a function of others in 
the family...we see our jobs as 
ministry in a different venue.” 

“Our focus has to be on 
learning to accomplish any-
thing at all,” he said.
Enrollment

Preliminary enrollment 
at Lancaster’s three public 
schools totals 1,237, according 
to the guidance counselors.

However, on opening day, 
enrollment is expected to 
adjust slightly. 

At Lancaster Primary 
School, 392 children are pre-
registered; Lancaster Middle 
School is planning on 458; and 
at Lancaster High School, 387 
students are expected.

Twenty-two new teachers 
join the professional staff this 
year. 

For students who are not on 
the free or reduced meal pro-
gram, cafeteria breakfast and 
lunch prices increased by 10 
cents. Lunch at the primary 
school will be $2.20 and the 
cost at the middle and high 
school is $2.35. No increase 
is anticipated in the cost of 
breakfast which remains $1.20 
at all schools.

The uniform policy, imple-
mented last year at the primary 
and middle schools, remains 
in effect with no additions or 
changes in color choices. Par-
ents may contact the child’s 
school to participate in the uni-
form exchange program. 
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Art Show

August 27 - September 1
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53rd Annual Labor Day
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Non-Traditional Approach, 
purple ribbon, “Glass Photog-
raphy - Creation” by Barbara 
Touchette. 

Beginning” by Martha Anne 
King; the “Cemetery at Lin-
coln, VA” by Jim Pancoast; 
“Where’s Bo Peep” by Judy 
Becker; “Tumble Beauty” 
by Lella Lee Edwards; 
and “March Madness, VIA 
NYT” by Constance de Bor-
denave.

The Rappahannock Record 
office will be closed Monday, 
September 1, for the Labor 
Day holiday. 

Since the display advertis-
ing deadline is normally at 5 
p.m. on that day, advertisers 
are urged to submit copy by 
Friday. The final advertising 
deadline for next week’s paper 
is 10 a.m. Tues day.

The deadline for classified 
advertisements and news items 
is noon on Tuesday.

News may be emailed to 
editor@RappRecord.com and 
advertisements may be emailed 
to mail@RappRecord.com.

Judge picks 28 award-winners
continued from page A1

Changes to welcome students Tuesday
continued from page A1

More back-to-school news:
– Superintendent interview, C4
– New LHS administrators, C4
– New teachers, C4-5
– Faculty assignments, C5-6
– Bus Routes, C5-6
– Northumberland school rally, C5

Record office
will be closed
for Labor Day

and Moonstone” by Jan 
Dobrowolski; “Instrumenta-
tion I” by Ron Taylor; “Half 
Shell” by Bob Haynes; 
“Grandma’s Table” by Linda 
Bruner; “Lotus Garden” by 
Ed Ramsey; and “Adagio” 
by Sue Ramsey.

Party III” by Mary Jo 
Beswick; “Untitled  I” by 
Robin Sowell; “Dancing in 
the Light” by Sarah Soder-

lund; “Teamwork” by Anita 
Baker; “If Chairs Could 
Talk” by Diana Jamison; 
“River Blaze” by Mel Neale; 
and “Adam” by Linda Gold-
stein.

-
ing Wave - Del Ray Sunrise” 
by Herb Aman; “Daughter” 
by Ray Edgell; “Seeking 
a Connection” by Rose 
Nygaard; “Contrails with 
Channel Marker #1” by 
Kathryn Murray; “Dragon 
Whisper” by Linda Shields; 
“My Reef ” by Darryl 
Adams; “Key West Shore-
line” by Ralph Higgins; and 
“Tranquility” by Bonnie 
Murray.

The exhibition of some 
163 works is free and open 
to the public. All artwork in 
the show is original and for 
sale. Exhibit hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. August 28 to 
31 and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Labor Day, Monday, Sep-
tember 1.

The award-winning entries 
will be showcased in an 
exhibition at the Studio Gal-
lery September 2 through 
27.

The new phone number for 
all schools is 462-5100. Press 
“1” for the high school, “2” for 
the middle school, “3” for the 
primary school and “5” for the 
central office.

New bus routes have middle 
and high school students ride 
sharing, while primary stu-
dents will ride separate buses. 
LPS

Students from the 3-year-old 
program through third grade 
will begin studies at 8:20 a.m., 
with dismissal at 3:05 p.m. 

Principal Ernest Palin asks 
parents to avoid disrupting 
instructional time and not 
arrive early to pick up chil-
dren.

All students from pre-k 
through third grade have 
access to iPads this year. 

While Palin noted Standards 
of Learning (SOL) scores 
are slightly improved for last 
year’s third-grade students, the 
youngest tested, closing the 
achievement gap and bring-
ing all children’s academics up 
to their grade level is a major 
focus this year. 

“We want each child to 
make one year of growth aca-
demically and be at least on 
grade level when they move 
up,” said Palin. He urged par-
ents to have their kids partici-
pate in one of the after-school 
educational programs.

Parents of children ages 3 

to 7, whether in public, pri-
vate or home-based schools, 
are encouraged to participate 
in the Curriculum at Home 
Involving Parents & Students 
(CHIPS) program. The pro-
gram teaches parents different 
techniques to assist learning 
skills at home.

The sessions are free and 
begin at 7 p.m. Daycare is 
provided for toddlers. For 
dates and registration, contact 
school officials at 462-5100, 
ext. 3.

“We have a great selection 
of new teachers coming on 
board,” said Palin. “Our teach-
ers and instructional assistants 
are excited and ready to get 
going.”
LMS

Classes start at 8:15 a.m. for 
grades four through eight. The 
school day will end at 3:10 
p.m.

The middle school will have 
some bragging rights this year. 
According to principal Mike 
Daddario, preliminary results 
show SOL scores improved in 
all four categories.

Overall school scores were 
up 10% in science, 6% in 
math, 3% in English and 1% 
in history.

“This year we will focus on 
learning,” he said. “We want 
to make sure they understand 
what’s being taught. Our goal 
is to make sure every one of 

our students reaches their full 
potential. We will be following 
and tracking every student’s 
data and providing remediation 
for those who aren’t up to par.”

Last year, the focus was on 
preparing for the SOLs and 
discipline.

Tutoring in every subject 
will be available after school. 

For sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders, there will be 
a change in class schedules. 
Social studies and science will 
be offered for one semester 
while reading, math and Eng-
lish will continue for the entire 
year.

“This will result in a more effi-
cient use of time and schedules,” 
Daddario explained. “Students 
will take science one semester 
and social studies the next.”
LHS

The opening bell rings for 
the first class at LHS at 8:10 
a.m. with the ending bell 
sounding at 3:20 p.m.

Because the school missed 
full state accreditation in 2013, 
it qualifies for the state’s new 
e-Learning Backpack Ini-
tiative. The program allows 
schools that fell short on the 
SOL tests to be eligible to 
apply for a computer tablet for 
every incoming freshman for 
four years running. Since it is 
a recurring grant, by the time 
this year’s freshmen become 
seniors, every Lancaster 
High School student will be 
equipped with a tablet.

The tablets eliminate the 
need for students to tote heavy 
books home for studying.

“Everyone will have all their 
text books on that pad,” said 
assistant superintendent Dan 
Russell. 

Under the terms of the grant, 
the state pays $400 and the 
school district $80 toward the 
purchase of each tablet. LHS 
received approximately 150 
tablets.

GOT THE  I TC H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Boots & BBQ
Sept. 14  1-4 pm

at Gascony on Balls Neck Road
home of Paul & Rosemary Trible

$25 Limited Tickets  
Call 462-0979 

or www.nnconserve.org

Pork BBQ, Beer/Wine/Soda, 
Fried Oyster Appetizer

Keynote Speaker: Ann Jennings, 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Sponsored by:
Chesapeake Bank 

and Investment Group
Dominion VA Foundation

Davenport LLC
Omega Protein

7 pm Friday, September 26th

Admission is Free and everyone is invited to attend.

Rhythm in Blue Jazz Ensemble

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Alan C. Conaway, 33, of Wicomico Church 
was charged August 20 on Northumberland 
County warrants with felony hit-and-run, 
felony unauthorized use of a motor vehicle, 
reckless driving, driving suspended and 
felony destruction of property.
Misdemeanors

A White Stone man, 32, was charged August 
18 with violation of a protective order. 

A Brent Court man, 39, was charged August 
19 on three counts of failing to comply with 
support obligations.

A Nuttsville Road woman, 31, was charged 
August 19 with two counts of assault and bat-
tery.

A White Stone area juvenile, 16, was 
taken into custody August 19 on a Richmond 
County charge of violating juvenile proba-
tion.

A Mac Pond Lane man, 23, was charged 
August 21 with drunk driving.

A Lancaster area juvenile, 16, was taken 
into custody in Albemarle County on a Lan-
caster County charge of violating juvenile 
probation.
Activity Report

August 18: Staff responded to the 
Department of Social Services and received 
a child sexual assault report, to an E911 dis-
connect call on Carters Cove Drive (no emer-
gency services needed), to a disorderly con-
duct complaint on Benson Road, to a noise 
violation complaint on Chesapeake Drive, 
and to a single-vehicle traffic crash on Little 
Bay Road.

August 19: Staff responded with Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) to a mental 
health emergency on Heatherfield Court 
(subject self-admitted for care), to a larceny 
of license plates complaint on Twin Branch 
Road (domestic issue), to a domestic dis-
turbance (adult siblings living together) on 
Wilson Lane, to an E911 disconnect call in 
the Lively area (resident testing a cellphone), 
to an E911 disconnect call on Carters Cove 
Drive (child playing on the phone), and with 
KPD to a possible prowler complaint on Wig-
gins Avenue; received an assault by threat/vio-
lation of a protective order complaint from a 
Nuttsville Road resident, a fraud report from 
a Lancaster Drive resident (check forgery; 
$4,020 loss), a walk-in complaint of domes-
tic destruction of property (civil issue), a 
walk-in complaint of a domestic disturbance, 
and a walk-in complaint involving a tenant 
issue; checked on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be made (tele-
phone line problem); and attempted to locate 
a person wanted by York County authorities.

August 20: Staff received an attempted 
fraud complaint from an Edgewater Drive 
resident (telephone caller purportedly from 
Medicaid, asking specific health related ques-
tions and payment for services; citizens are 
reminded that the Social Security Adminis-
tration, including both Medicaid and Medi-
care, do not initiate contact by telephone calls 
and do not request payment via telephone 
calls); attempted to intercept a reported reck-
less/aggressive driver in the White Stone-
Kilmarnock area; notified Northumberland 
authorities of a reported reckless driver in 
the Kilmarnock-Wicomico Church area; 
responded with Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash at Mary Ball and 
Devils Bottom roads, to an E911 disconnect 
call in the Hills Quarter subdivision (no emer-
gency services needed) and to a civil domes-
tic complaint on Dutton Lane; and received a 
larceny report from a Benson Road resident 
(50” flat screen TV, cash, assorted pictures, 
woman’s gold wedding ring; $3,330 loss). 

August 21: Staff responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint at Claybrook Bap-
tist Church (DUI arrest reported above), to a 
larceny complaint on Bunkhouse Lane (civil 
issue), with KPD to a panhandling complaint 
on Old Fairgrounds Way, to an assault by tele-
phone threat complaint on Mosquito Beach 
Lane, and to a domestic disturbance (parent/
child) on Woodbrook Drive; checked on the 
well-being of a Lively area resident at the 
request of a concerned out-of-town family 
member (no emergency services needed); and 
received a motorist’s complaint of a reckless 
driver entering the county from Grey’s Point. 

August 22: Staff received a burglary 
report from a Boys Camp Road resident (slid-
ing glass door damages, collectible coins, 
cash, 12 gauge shotgun, BB gun, knife, blank 
checks, credit card; $856 loss; numerous 
items recovered), and a destruction of prop-
erty report from a Nuttsville Road resident 
(2 vehicles keyed; $6,000 damages); noti-
fied Richmond City Police Department of a 

third-party report of a domestic disturbance 
in that jurisdiction; and responded with VSP 
to Buzzards Neck Road on a fight call involv-
ing several juveniles. 

August 23: Staff removed a large animal 
carcass from the roadway in the area of Little 
Oyster Lane; responded to a civil complaint 
on Benson Road, to a shots fired complaint 
in the area of Norwood Church Road and 
Mulberry Creek Road (target shooting with 
adequate backstop), and to a destruction of 
property complaint on Heatherfield Court 
(no criminal incident); received a set of keys 
found by a citizen in the Lively area (owner 
was contacted and recovered the keys on 
August 25), a larceny report from a Belmont 
Creek Road resident (trailer license; $16 
loss), and a motorist’s complaint of a vehicle 
being operated with no lights after dark on 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
(no officer in position to attempt to inter-
cept); intercepted a reported drunk driver in 
the White Stone area (driver was found to be 
sober; passenger was intoxicated; domestic 
issue involved); and attempted to locate a 
vehicle being operated without permission in 
the Weems-Kilmarnock-Lancaster area.

August 24: Staff responded to a prowler 
complaint in the 4200 block of Morattico 
Road, to a suspicious persons complaint in 
the area of Dillin Drive (subjects who live 
in the area were walking along the roadway), 
and to the area of River and Morattico roads 
on a reckless driving complaint; received a 
larceny report from a Gaskins Road resident 
(2005 Ford F150 pick-up; $7,000 loss and 
recovery; the vehicle was recovered unat-
tended in Northumberland County); notified 
the Virginia Department of Transportation 
of the need to remove heavy debris from 
the roadside near Mary Ball Road and Avis 
Trail, and a large animal carcass interfering 
with traffic near the Norris Bridge; secured 
a llama that wandered from the 6600 block 
of Windmill Point Road and was able to get 
the animal returned to the owner; and assisted 
in evacuating residents from a home in the 
10000 block of Mary Ball Road when a tele-
vision antenna fell onto the home’s power line 
(no injuries reported).

The sheriff ’s staff also conducted 22 traffic 
stops, issued eight summonses, assisted eight 
motorists, reported a deer strike, investi-
gated three building alarms and logged seven 
inmate transports.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash on Little 
Bay Road and to a vehicle fire on Lancaster 
Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD responded to a traffic 
crash at Mary Ball and Devils Bottom roads, 
a fire alarm in the 15800 block of Mary Ball 
Road, and assisted emergency medical ser-
vices on Berrywood Lane. 

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a 
downed residential antenna on a power line in 
the 10000 block of Mary Ball Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against 10  individuals.
Felonies

Alvin O’Neil Howard, 48, of Callao was 
charged August 19 with malicious wounding.

Wayne Cardell Arthur Jr., 27, of Heaths-
ville was charged August 19 with felony dis-
regard of law-enforcement command, posses-
sion of ammunition by a convicted felon, pos-
session of marijuana second offense, driving 
on a suspended license and reckless driving.

Keith A. Branem, 43, of Richmond was 
charged August 20 on a capias to show cause 
on a probation violation. He was arrested by 
Henrico County Police Department person-
nel.
Misdemeanors

A Burgess woman, 59, was charged August 
19 with writing a bad check to Callao Super-
market.

A Fredericksburg woman, 40, was charged 
August 19 with failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County Juvenile Domestic Rela-
tions Court. She was arrested by Spotsylvania 
County Sheriff ’s Office personnel.

A Callao man, 63, was charged August 20 
with writing a bad check to Callao Supermar-
ket.

A Reedville woman, 44, was charged 
August 20 with writing a bad check to Callao 
Supermarket.

A Callao woman, 49, was charged August 
21 with writing a bad check to Callao Super-
market.

A  Callao man, 49, was charged August 23 
with failing to appear in the King William 
County General District Court.

A Sharps man, 52, was charged August 24 
with driving under the influence of alcohol, 
failing to stop at a stop sign and operating a 
motor vehicle without a license.

The Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is seeking information 
on the whereabouts of Ricky 
Avon Gibson Jr.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office holds warrants for 
Gibson. He is wanted for lar-
ceny of a firearm, breaking into 
a residence and destruction of 
property. 

Gibson, 19, is described as 
a black male with brown eyes, 
black hair and a tattoo on his 
right arm. He is 5 feet 9 inches 
tall and weighs 145 pounds. 

His last known address was 
1423 Weems Road, Weems. 

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office also seeks infor-
mation regarding a break-in at 
Curry and Curry, 18399 Mary 
Ball Rd., White Stone.

On August 3, the sheriff ’s 
office received a report of a 
break-in to the business. It was 
reported damage was done to 
a door that had been kicked 
in. The break-in took place 
between 5 p.m. August 2 and 9 
a.m. August 3.

Report information on the 
whereabouts of Gibson, or on 
the person and or persons that 
broke into Curry and Curry at 
462-7463. 

If your information is useful 
to law enforcement, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000. 

You do not have to give 
your name or appear in court. 
The Crime Solver Line is not 
recorded. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Ricky Avon Gibson Jr.

CRIMER 
SOLVERS



Ray Myers was a local character even before he 
was the victim of a violent home invasion. 

Myers was already known for his gregarious 
warmth, iconic vest and boots, and his barber 
shop with its infamous mannequin on Jessie Ball 
DuPont Memorial Highway in 
Burgess.

“I don’t know why they took 
a liking to me, but the people 
down here have treated me like 
gold,” Myers said.

Several months ago, however, 
Myers found himself in a heli-
copter headed for a hospital after 
a group of men came into his 
home at night, stole much of the 
money and many of the firearms 
he had in the house, and left him 
severely battered. He was so 
badly injured that his vision was 
permanently affected, and at first 
he was unable to see to cut the 
hair on the back of his own head.

So he grew a pony tail—or, as he pointed out, 
actually a “queue.” Now, folks can buy raffle tick-
ets to cut off the barber’s queue.

“I took a lemon and made lemonade,” said 
Myers.

Proceeds from the raffle will support the fire, 
rescue, and sheriff’s departments in Northumber-
land county.

“This is all about the fire and rescue squads and 
the sheriff’s department, because those are the ones 
that saved my bacon; they really did,” Myers said.

He’s already sold around 200 tickets at $1 each 
just by word of mouth, he said.

Myers is enthused about Northumberland’s 
emergency responders.

“When push comes to shove, and those cats tear 

your door down, they break into your car, that’s 
(emergency responders) the only hope you have,” 
Myers said. “So taking care of them people is 
exactly what I’m headed for.”

He said family and friends also played a crucial 
role in getting through his recovery.

“My family and my friends, they were the 
epitome of the excellence of 
survival,” Myers said. “I mean, 
these people pulled me out of 
the swamp, they really did. You 
don’t think anything like that will 
happen to you in life, but when 
it does, it’s a wake up call. You 
realize how valuable friendship, 
people, community, and family 
really is.”

He plans to hold the drawing 
after the trial has concluded. 
After that, he plans to try a 
change of career.

“Sooner or later the eyes are 
going to go,” Myers said. “It’s 
not a matter of if, just a matter 
of when. So I’m going to try to 

catapult from here to doing home invasion talks. 
So far I haven’t lost my mouth.”

This isn’t just how Myers helps out the people 
that helped him; it’s his version of getting even 
with the people who attacked him.

“This is my revenge,” Myers said. “This is how 
I’m going to get you boys for what you did to me. 
This is my redemption. You can’t go around hating 
people all the time because they did something 
wrong to you, you’d live a miserable life. I can’t 
harbor animosity.”

Tickets can be purchased for $1 each at Ray’s, 
4901 Jessie Ball DuPont Memorial Highway in 
Northumberland.

Court cases related to the home invasion are 
slated for September 23 in Richmond County.
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THE LANCASTER PLAYHOUSE
White Stone, VA

September 12 & 13, 2014    8:00 PM
September 14, 2014    3:00 PM

WESTMORELAND PLAYERS THEATRE
Callao, VA

September 19 & 20, 2014   8:00 PM
September 21, 2014   3:00 PM

Tickets: $20 Adults/$10 Students
Phone: 804-462-0881

Northern Neck Court Appointed Special Advocates (NNCASA)

A One-Woman Play Based on the Life of Emily Dickinson
BY WILLIAM LUCE

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

Summer Blowout
Sportswear, Dresses,  
Handbags & Shoes
30 to 75% off !!!

Open Labor Day!

Kick-Off Your Weekend With...
“On the Road with The Bank of Lancaster”

The Dandelion
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts 

www.thedandelion.com

◆ ◆
Your choice...anything in the store...FREE!*

* single item, in-stock only

LANCASTER—A judge on 
Monday took under advisement a 
defense motion to vacate a jury’s 
conviction and dismiss all indict-
ments in a drug case. The issue 
concerns the prosecution’s failure 
to reveal a deal made for a wit-
ness’s testimony. 

Delvin Lamont Palmer, 36, of 
Taylor Beach Road in Reedville 
was convicted by a jury on two 
felony drug dealing charges and 
felony endangerment of children 
while selling drugs. The jury rec-
ommended a 35-year sentence, 
according to court records. 

Palmer’s first trial on the 
charges ended in a mistrial after 
defense attorneys claimed evi-
dence introduced by Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Ken-
neth Kunkle was not disclosed in 
a pre-trial discovery request.  

Richmond City defense attor-

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court on 
August 25 by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III.

Scott Sheppard Johnson’s case 
of felony probation violation was 
continued to 9 a.m. October 17. 

Deborah A. Thompson’s case 
of felony probation violation 
was continued to 9 a.m. October 
17.

Jamal Dehaven Waddy’s case 
of one felony eluding police 
and four misdemeanor driving 
offenses was continued to 11 
a.m. September 12.

James Holland Woodson, 
charged with violating proba-
tion by not registering as a sex 
offender and testing positive for 
marijuana use, was found guilty 
and sentenced to serve an active 
sentence of 6 months in jail of an 
11-year 11-month sentence.

Brandy Nicole Bartron, 
charged with non-compliance 
with a substance abuse pro-
gram on a DUI conviction, was 
assigned James Monroe as her 
court-appointed attorney. The 
case was continued to 9 a.m. 
November 21.

Michael Andrew Yarka’s case 
of felony probation violation 
was continued to 9 a.m. Novem-
ber 21.

804.580.7773 
“Your local garage door company”

Residential  Light Commercial 
Sales  Service  Installation

Over 25 years Experience 
Fully Licensed & Insured 

Factory Direct Dealer of Wayne-Dalton

We service all makes and models 
of garage doors and openers

Garage Doors, LLC
Easy OpenEasy OpenE yy ppEasy OpenEasy Openppppyyyy OOssss eeeeppaaEEEEaaaassssyyyy OOppppeeeennnnEE yyyy ppppppEasy OpenEEas OpenEEasy OpenEasy Openyy OOOOssss eeeeppppaaaaaaaa nnnnnnnnEEEE ppaa eeOOEEEEEaaaasssssyyyy OOOOOOOOOppppeeeennnnnppppppppppppppyyyyyyyyyy OOOOOOOOOOOOOssss eeppaaaa nnnnnnEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ppaa eOOOOOOOEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEaaaaasssssyyyyyyyyyyyyyy OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOpppppppppppppppppppppeeeeennnnn
Easy Open

“...because Life is Hard Enough”

!!! Now Hiring !!!
Northern Neck Burger Co.

Looking For

Fun, Vibrant, Smiley Staff
if interested come in and apply today!

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Judge hears defense motion to
vacate jury’s conviction in drug trial

by Audrey Thomasson ney I. Scott Pickus filed the 
motion to vacate the second trial 
conviction alleging Kunkle knew 
his witness was committing per-
jury when she testified she had 
not received any “promises” 
on 11 pending felony charges. 
“Then, in the Commonwealth’s 
closing argument...the Com-
monwealth vouched for” the wit-
ness’s credibility, Pickus wrote.

Kunkle asked the judge to send 
the case on to a third trial. How-
ever, if the decision is to vacate 
the verdict, Kunkle requested the 
indictments be nolle prosequi, 
meaning to abandon them rather 
than dismiss outright.

“It’s incredible that this has 
happened,” said Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III. 

He noted that failure by the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
office to turn over all the evi-
dence in the first trial could be 
considered “inadvertent.” How-
ever, he called actions at the 
second trial “disturbing.”

“On March 28—seven days 
before trial—a plea deal was 
signed by (the witness) with 
the Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney providing an agree-
ment on several felonies,” said 
Judge Taliaferro. “This is not an 
inadvertent failure. These are not 
pending charges. These are con-
victions by 12 jurors.” 

He set a decision on the motion 
for 11 a.m. October 24. 

A defense motion to release 
Palmer was denied.

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 
CIRCUIT 
COURT 

REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

involving a violent robbery of his home is decided.

Take a chance for charity:
Win the barber’s ‘queue’

Ray Myers is the owner 
of Ray’s, a barber shop in 
Burgess.

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—Former 
Lancaster school superinten-
dent Daniel Lukich last week 
withdrew his civil claim for 
breach of contract against mem-
bers of the school board and 
county supervisors.

In a hand-written note Lukich 

said, in part, “My counsel mis-
advised regarding procedure 
so this letter withdraws the suit 
and cancels any court meetings 
scheduled for Wed., August 20, 
2014, until further notice.” 

In his original Warrant of 
Debt filing, Lukich claimed the 
boards still owed him $6,672.08 
in unpaid salary, plus 2% inter-

est, court costs of $88 and 
$2,500 in attorney’s fees.

According to school board 
chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook, Lukich was paid through 
June 30 as stated in his contract 
and wasn’t due to receive any-
thing else. His “leave payments” 
stopped on the final day of his 
employment on January 6.

Former superintendent withdraws lawsuit
by Audrey Thomasson
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Freedom … 
Getting Back 
to Life on 
the Water.
Broken ribs and a torn rotator cuff weren’t going 
to stop Mary Helen from getting back on the boat 

and back to the bay. Learn how 
orthopedic surgeon David Muron, MD, 
helped her set sail again after serious 
orthopedic injuries.

Read Mary Helen’s story at 
riversideonline.com/orthostories.

Mary Helen Morgan

and
ortho
helpe
ortho

Read
river

David J. Muron, MD

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-0529.

riversideonline.com/ortho

Orthopedic Specialists
Gloucester

16th Annual 
DISTINCTIVE BAZAAR

Irvington United Methodist Church
On the corner of Irvington Rd & King Carter Dr

Our Bazaar is like walking into a gift shop!
TIME: 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Remember These Saturday Dates 

October 4: Homemade Veg. Beef Soup 
with chicken salad sandwich by the ladies

December 6: Homemade Chili w/condiment bar luncheon by 
the men’s group Sandy Saunders (chef)

Theme Baskets
Entertainment Gifts Table Top Theme Trees Wreaths 

New this year is oyster shell art pieces 
to commemorate the Oyster in VA

Cash or Check Only
We always tithe 25% of our earning

*A donation will be taken at the door for the children’s food bank*

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
RENT SPACES

 CONDUCT ESTATE SALES

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
1-800-497-0083

www.virginia-antiques.com

        
              Aug 30th 5--8pm 
              Bill Roberts opens, 5-6pm 

Waterfront Park 
      287 Jackson Creek Road, Gates open at 4pm 
     804-776-7200: tickets $10 at the door or advance 

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will meet at 7 
p.m. tonight, August 28, at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

The meeting will open with 
a public input session offering 
citizens an opportunity to address 
the board on matters not covered 
by public hearings.

The presentations will include 
Dennis Gaston of the Virginia 
Department of Forestry and 
Charles Walsh of the Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck Com-
munity Services Board.

At 7:30 p.m., representatives 
of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation will speak on 
highway matters.

Three items are set for public 
hearings beginning at 7:40 p.m., 
including proposals from:

-
wer, seeking authorization to 
place a data antenna under 100 
feet tall on a two-acre parcel adja-
cent to 97 Pembroke Lane off 
Townley Farm Road and Chases 
Road near White Stone. The 
property is zoned general resi-
dential.

seeking authorization to oper-
ate a nail salon in an accessary 
structure at their residence at 117 
Oyster House Road near Palmer. 
The 11.637-acre parcel is zoned 
general residential. 

Pleva, seeking adoption of an 
ordinance for the acquisition 
of real property to the Green-
town-Gaskins Road Wastewater 
System.

At 8:15 p.m., the board is 
expected to take up the consen-
sus docket, including a school 
budget appropriation request for 
non-county funds received from 
the Virginia Education Foun-
dation, and a Virginia Juvenile 
Community Crime Control Act 
Resolution for fiscal years 2015 
and 2016.

The consideration docket fol-
lows at 8:20 p.m. and includes:

-

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court convened Thursday, 
August 21, the Hon. Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro presiding. On that 
date:

Johnathon Antinio Johnson 
of Heathsville saw his probation 
revoked for violation of proba-
tion. His sentence is four years, 
three months in the penitentiary, 
three years and eight months sus-
pended.

James Robert McCarraher of 
Kilmarnock was arraigned on six 
counts of alleged probation viola-
tion on a felony offense and two 
on a misdemeanor. His case will 
be reviewed on October 28.

Joseph James Baum of White 
Stone saw his probation revoked 
for two counts of probation vio-
lation. His sentence is 15 years, 
14 years and nine months sus-
pended.

A trial for Tony Lampkin of 
Burgess, charged with two counts 
of manufacturing, distributing, or 
possessing with intent to distrib-
ute controlled substances, was 
continued to September 9.

A trial for David O’Neal 
Thomas of Heathsville, charged 
with grand larceny, was contin-
ued to November 13.

A trial for Carlos Neal Culbert-
son Jr. of Lottsburg, charged with 
failing to perform construction 
despite advances, was continued 
to October 27. He also pled nolo 
contendere to obtaining money 

REEDVILLE—On Monday, 
U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine continued 
his two-week tour of the Com-
monwealth with stops in Reed-
ville and Gloucester Point.

During the morning, Sen. 
Kaine toured the Omega Pro-
tein Corporation in Reedville. 
Omega Protein produces nutri-
ents, such as omega-3 fatty acids, 
using fish from the Chesapeake 
Bay. Employing 230 people 
in Reedville, Omega Protein’s 
direct economic impact to the 
region is $88 million per year.

 In the afternoon, Sen. Kaine 
visited the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science (VIMS) in 
Gloucester Point to discuss work 
in areas such as Chesapeake Bay 
water health, blue crab and oyster 
restoration and the impacts of sea 
level rise in Virginia.  

 “Seeing VIMS’ impressive 

research underscores that sea 
level rise is a today issue in this 
region, not a tomorrow issue,” 
said Sen. Kaine. “We are deal-
ing with the effects of climate 
change every day in Virginia and 
in Congress—from rewriting 
the federal flood insurance pro-
gram, to Hurricane Sandy relief, 
to people in Norfolk using apps 
on their phones to check whether 
their streets will flood today. I’m 
very grateful for the ground-
breaking work done by VIMS, 
which will be invaluable as com-
munities, states and the federal 
government plan for the future.”

In June, Sen. Kaine hosted 
a bipartisan conference in 
Norfolk that focused on how 
to better coordinate federal, 
state, and local efforts to find 
concrete solutions to combat 
sea level rise.

HEATHSVILLE—A Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission hearing August 21 
on a state-mandated zoning 
update raised the question of 
whether to allow commer-
cial aquaculture in residential 
waterfront areas.

The public hearing adver-
tised was for a zoning update 
to allow commercial aquacul-
ture facilities as a permitted 
use in the agriculture zoning 
district. The hearing was a 
matter of procedure; Northum-
berland is required by state law 

to adopt the code update.
However, Tim Moore of 

Heathsville asked the commis-
sion to also allow commercial 
aquaculture in Northumber-
land’s residential waterfront 
district.

“I think historically in an 
effort to allow the most flex-
ibility for farmers who in the 
past wanted to possibly sub-
divide their land and sell it as 
residential, most of the com-
mercial agriculture waterfront 
was zoned R-2 (residential) 
waterfront,” Moore said. “I 
would like to propose that R2 
be included in this amend-

by Renss Greene

Hearing raises waterfront aquaculture questions
ment.”

He was joined by Matt 
McShane of Great Wicomico 
Oyster Company.

“In most of the county, 
almost 97% of it, all the water-
front is zoned R-2,” McShane 
said. “It really restricts people 
from being able to actually 
engage in a business on the 
property.”

Paul McIntyre and Marie 
Armstrong of Reedville both 
stood up to protest the idea, 
citing problems they have had 
with commercial traffic in their 
residential neighborhoods.

Commission member Wel-
lington Shirley also spoke 
strongly against the idea, 
saying there was “no reason” 
for it.

“I don’t think we should 
go there,” Shirley said. “It is 
allowed in the R2 district now 
with a conditional use permit. 
That gives the board of super-
visors an opportunity to study 
the proposal, look at the site, 
hear comments.”

The commission decided to 
handle the agriculture district 
update and residential water-
front issue separately, and 
unanimously recommended 
approving the state-mandated 
code change with a motion 
by Edwin King that “we bring 
our code into compliance with 
the code of Virginia, which we 
have to do anyway.”

The agriculture district 
update will now go to the 
board of supervisors.

NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY CIRCUIT
COURT REPORT

by Renss Greene under false pretenses, and the 
case was taken under advise-
ment.

Marvin Wendell Davenport 
of Warsaw was arraigned for 
alleged possession of a firearm by 
a nonviolent felon. He has made 
a motion to quash, which will be 
heard October 16. If the charge is 
not quashed, he is scheduled for a 
jury trial December 1.

Brian Chandler Luckham of 
Kilmarnock withdrew his appeal 
against the conditions of his 
release on bail.

Travis Stuart Taylor of Reed-
ville appealed the conditions of 
his release on bail. His bond was 
granted.

A trial for Kathryn Louise 
Sherwood of Reedville, charged 
with two counts of possession of 
synthetic marijuana and one of 
distribution of synthetic cannabi-
noids, was continued to Decem-
ber 9. 

A trial for Roland Fabian 
Murphy of Reedville, charged 
with two counts of possession of 
synthetic marijuana and one of 
distribution of synthetic cannabi-
noids, was continued to Decem-
ber 9.

A trial for Crystal Clark of 
Lottsburg, charged with posses-
sion of synthetic marijuana, was 
continued to December 9.

Sen. Tim Kaine, and UFCW Local 400 vice president and 
Omega Protein employee Kenneth Pinkard.

Sen. Kaine’s tour 
stops in Reedville

The Agenda
Local Government News

ing program-intergovernmental 
agreement amendment.

revenue bond proposal to Bank 
of Lancaster and Chesapeake 
Bank and terms of financing.

appropriation regarding a health 
insurance employee contribution 
increase.

revisions.
The meeting will conclude 

with board reports and the 
county administrator’s report.

Event held
every year on

the Friday and
Saturday following

Labor Day

THANKS TO
OUR SPONSORS

Chesapeake Bank
Food Lion

Gloucester-Mathews
Gazette-Journal

MetroCast
Morning Glory Gallery

Owen Printing
Trudy’s Portable Toilets

Virginia Power
Hawkeye Inspections

More than 90 ART and CRAFTS 
Exhibitors featuring the work of 

Classic 
Cruiser’s Show N’ Shine CAR 
SHOW 
FOOD delicacies including 
Seafood, Burgers, Funnel Cakes, 
Fried Donuts, Kettle Korn and 
mmmmore! Home Goods 
SHOW YOUTH Corner Air 
Park with Bounce Houses and 
Pony RIDES PET PARADE 
The YMCA Run/Walk Spelling 
BEES Market Days RAFFLE 

LIVE Musical Entertainment 
throughout and the Saturday 
Night Live Street DANCE feat. 
“Strokin’” w/ TERRY BLACK

For information or application 
go to www.mathewsmarketdays.
com, email mathewsmarketdays.

com, or call 804.725.7196

Live on
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This week for the first time in two decades 
my good wife and I are keeping the home 

fires burning by ourselves. Last Saturday, to 
use one of the quintessentially trite expres-
sions au courant today, we became “empty 
nesters,” as the two B.E.s left for college. We 
took two vehicles to get them moved to Char-
lottesville, now a routine operation for the 
Elder B.E., but novel for the Younger, flying 
on her own for the first time.  

Two years ago, and again this year we 
attended the university president’s address of 
welcome and advice. As one of my old profes-
sors used to say, “It is always good to repeat.” 
She referred to sitting in her car, pulled off 
the road, on her return trip home crying to 
the extent that she could not see sufficiently 
clearly to drive. In our case, my good wife 
allowed herself only one tearful moment, at 
least that I witnessed, that is. Two years ago, 
I thought of investing in an ark, the flood was 
so great.

In reliving any situation that is comparable 
to an earlier experience, one cannot help but 
draw comparisons. In this instance, we spent 
almost as much on outfitting the Younger 

B.E.’s dorm room as my parents did on my 
first semester’s tuition, but that was back in 
the antediluvian dark ages. Her roommate is 
a delightful young lady from Florida. The two 
found each other on the Internet, and became 
friends over the last few months. 

In June we met with her entire family, then 
traveling north for a summer vacation, at a 
restaurant in Richmond, and both families 
recognized that the forthcoming room shar-
ing would be an ideal fit. The Elder B.E. 
has chosen to live off-grounds—I dare not 
say off-campus—this year with five friends 
mostly from his church group. I hope we have 
instilled in him the essentials of domesticity, 
i.e., doing dishes, vacuuming, laundry, etc. 
for success in this new venture. 

Clearly he has moved sufficient furniture 
to Charlottesville to open a retail outlet after 
graduation. His quarters are copious, and the 
transposed Northern Neck décor is commo-
dious. He has been an astute observer of his 
mother’s masterful performances in the realm 
of cuisine, leading us to trust that he should 
not be hungry. His house is minutes from 
The Grounds, and the walking back and forth 
should stimulate his appetite.

On our own domestic front, we are becom-
ing somewhat self-sufficient, dining in part 
off of our agricultural production and crab-
catching successes. The latter has been a sur-
prise in that we are getting a good crop every 

day, good for two people that is, and enjoying 
the luxury of creek to pot to table.

I am filling the gaps from parental duties by 
undertaking several projects that have been 
on hold as the B.E.s came along life’s path. 
Former parental time now is going towards 
barn-cleanout, shrub control, and re-invent-
ing the garden. My good wife is concentrat-
ing on organizing a house for two people in 
lieu of four, or three for the last two years. 

Twenty years ago we were counting the 
days until the arrival of the first B.E. That 
score has passed quickly, reminding me of the 
expression a friend passed along to us in the 
early days of parenthood, “The days are long, 
but the years are short.” Each phase brings its 
own excitement and challenge, which makes 
for the fun of life itself. As I have said repeat-
edly, I have learned more from my children 
than from anyone else because they have 
taught me to think along new lines, and to 
be inventive and creative in ways I never had 
considered.

As I pen these lines, classes are beginning, 
and I am eager to see what I shall be learning 
from this new chapter.

In reliving any situation that 
is comparable to an ear-
lier experience, one cannot 
help but draw comparisons. 
In this instance, we spent 
almost as much on outfit-
ting the Younger B.E.’s dorm 
room as my parents did on 
my first semester’s tuition, 
but that was back in the 
antediluvian dark ages.

Focal Point

Nature’s artwork at Hughlett Point

Photo by Sandy Spears

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal 
Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

With a new superintendent 
of schools and some fresh 
ideas in the central office, in 
area schools, and on the school 
board, I hope and believe that 
the 2014-15 school year will be 
one of the best ever.

If Lancaster County is to be 
lifted to a new level of eco-
nomic health, well-educated 
students are essential. 

As much as possible, I sug-
gest parents view themselves 
as having primary responsi-
bility for educating children, 
and they think of educators 
in public schools as running 
a close second. In short, par-
ents think of educators as con-
sultants, who are hired by the 
parents to teach children and 
operate schools. It is essential 
that there be close collabora-
tion between parents and their 
hired consultants.

In practical terms, this 
means parents become famil-
iar with textbooks, teachers, 
assigned papers and projects, 
performance deadlines, and 
parents support school staff in 
every way possible and hold 
them to high standards. Parents 
should also promote children’s 
access to books and magazines 
and engage them in conversa-
tion regarding current events 
at the local, state, national and 
international levels.

On those occasions when 
children shrug their shoul-
ders and say, “I don’t have any 
homework,” the parent gives 
the child an assignment—
review a recent test with atten-
tion to missed items or read an 
editorial for later discussion. 

Foundation for a
good school year

Parents might also wish to ask 
their child to name their con-
gressman, to explain the differ-
ence between a democracy and 
a republic, and how to “make 
change.” An honor roll student 
should be able to handle this.

The importance of having 
dinner together should not be 
overlooked. The television and 
cell phones should be turned 
off, and the ringer on any land-
line be muted so that conver-
sation can take place among 
family members. This experi-
ence increases good manners, 
builds important social skills, 
and creates happy memories. 

Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

I’d like to correct some mis-
apprehensions about Advanced 
Placement courses.

First, critics should Google 
“AP US history requirements” 
and read the actual document 
used by school districts and 
teachers who offer AP U.S. his-
tory.

The College Board provides 
a description, not a prescrip-
tion: “The AP U.S. history 
course focuses on the devel-
opment of historical thinking 
skills . . . and an understanding 
of content learning objectives 
organized around seven themes 
. . . . In line with college and 
university U.S. history survey 
courses’ increased focus on 
early and recent American his-
tory and decreased emphasis 
on other areas, the AP U.S. his-
tory course expands on the his-
tory of the Americas from 1491 

AP test won’t
erase or replace
U.S. history

to 1607 and from 1980 to the 
present. It also allows teachers 
flexibility across nine different 
periods of U.S. history to teach 
topics of their choice in depth.”

Notice that the AP course 
and exam reflect what college 
courses expect from their stu-
dents, since high scores on the 
exam earn college credits.

The Common Core Stan-
dards cover math and language 
arts; there is no “history” 
Common Core.

Since there is no “curricu-
lum” for AP U.S. history, there 
certainly is no bypassing of 
American heroes. Examples 
in the AP document are simply 
illustrations. Nor does the AP 
limit study to any side of any 
issue; rather, the course expec-
tations include thorough exam-
ination of many sides.

The purpose of the AP U.S. 
History course is to allow stu-
dents to begin exploring areas 
of U.S. history that receive less 
focus in K-12 classes. How-
ever, 90% of the course and 
exam focuses on the period 
between 1607 and 1980.

So all those things Dr. West-
brook says are not part of the 
AP course? They’re included.

Mari Bonomi,
Kilmarnock

In his latest letter, our local 
global warming bellwether 
again displayed odd reasoning.

First, he repeated what he had 
done in earlier letters, namely, 
claim that a carbon tax (which, 
confusingly, he sometimes calls 
a fee) can be “revenue neutral.” 
This is impossible because 
taxation necessarily creates two 

At odds with 
‘odd reasoning’

antagonistic classes of people: 
those who pay the tax and those 
who receive the tax. Therefore, 
taxation cannot be neutral. The 
rules of logic trump the writer’s 
claim that the impossible is pos-
sible. If the writer disagrees, he 
should take the matter up with 
the descendants of Aristotle.

Second, the writer claims that 
EPA’s regulations are “perfor-
mance based rather than dicta-
torial.” Seriously? When I was 
in boot camp, my drill instruc-
tor often gave me “performance 
based instructions.” Like this: 
“Do it, or else...” Funny thing, 
I always obeyed. The drill 
instructor was big and strong 
(like the EPA) and he had the 
threat of the brig to back him up 
(like the EPA). Not dictatorial? 
Is the writer charmingly naive 
or disturbingly disingenuous?

Third, the writer claimed that 
a carbon tax is “market-based.” 
We must  be clear: either an 
exchange between two people is 
voluntary or it is not. If it is, it is 
market-based. A tax, however, 
is inherently involuntary and, 
therefore, cannot be market-
based; instead, it is coercion-
based. If I am wrong, I ask the 
writer to explain how so.

Fourth, the writer approv-
ingly cited the EPA claim that 
“for every $1 invested...Ameri-
cans will reap  $7 in health 
benefits.” If the writer sincerely 
believes this laughable claim, 
I have no doubt that he is also 
heavily invested in Obamacare. 
Good luck with that.

My advice? Intellectually, the 
writer should “get out of the 
house” more often. Read some 
books. Open his eyes.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

YOUR 
LETTERS

I thoroughly agree with the 
sentiments expressed in the 
letter “Outraged” (August 21) 
referring to the letter “Speak-
ing up” (August 14).

The letter “Speaking up” is 
full of twisted facts, misinfor-
mation and vitriol that it only 
serves to spread the growing 
cancer of mean-spiritedness 
and inflammatory language 
infecting our country on all 
levels, local and national.

I further agree that all elected 
officials, local and national, 
need to stop taking paid vaca-
tions and get back to work—
govern.

Nancy Reath,
Irvington

In agreement

The Northumberland County 
Electoral Board is seeking 
county residents interested in 
working at polling places on 
Election Day, November 4.

There are about 50 residents 
serving as officers of elec-
tion throughout the county, 
reported general registrar 
Kathy Davenport, VREO. 

Electoral board members 
recently noted more officers 
of election are needed, and 
reserve officers who may be 
called on short notice in case 
of emergency are in short 
supply.

Officers are appointed for 
a term of one to two years, 
but many times continue to 
serve for many years. When 
appointed, each officer takes 
an oath of office and indicates 
which party they prefer to rep-
resent at the polls on Election 
Day, said Davenport. The elec-
toral board conducts training 
sessions usually a week or two 
prior to Election Day, which all 
officers are required to attend.

Officers of election must 
report to their assigned poll-
ing place at 5 a.m. on Election 
Day, and remain there until the 
polls are closed, reports are 
completed, results transmitted 
to the central office, and the 
supplies are packed up to be 
returned, she said.

Citizens who wish to serve 
must be registered to vote in 
Northumberland County and 
cannot hold any elected office 
or be the deputy of any elected 
government official.

Officers are compensated 
for Election Day, the training 
session and any mileage they 
incur.

Individuals interested in 
serving should contact the elec-
toral board at 580-4655, kgod-
dard@co.nor thumberland.
va.us, or visit the voter regis-
trar’s office in the Northumber-
land County Courthouse, East 
Wing, lower level, 72 Monu-
ment Place, Heathsville.

Election 
officers 
needed

The Town of Kilmarnock is 
creating a conceptual plan for 
developing a “people’s park” 
at the Town Center lot, the big 
empty field on North Main 
Street. 

Just because I never took 
the time to complete the recent 
online survey, it doesn’t mean 
I’m not interested, or that I 
don’t have any ideas for what 
goes there to compliment the 
existing dog park.

For starters, we could just let 
it sit as it has for several gener-
ations, a favorite spot for dogs 
and other critters even before 
the fences and signs went up.

A large grassy open space in 
the middle of a downtown busi-
ness district is valued in some 
towns.

A court square would be 
nice, but that doesn’t seem 
very likely given the newness 
of the county courthouse in 
Lancaster.

We could plant the entire 
tract, except the dog park, in 
trees. 

A large manicured forest 
in the middle of a downtown 
business district is valued 
in some towns and the dogs 
would probably appreciate a 
little shade.

We could add paths, benches, 
sculptures, and flower gardens, 
involving the Master Gardeners 
and the Native Plant Chapter.

We could erect a monument 
or two and involve the DAR, 
the SAR, the DOC and the 
NAACP.

Don’t forget an amphitheater, 
farmers market arcade, play-
ground, clock tower, parking 
lot, snack bar, picnic shelter, 
public restroom facilities, gar-
bage cans, band stand, infor-
mation kiosks, police stands, 
bicycle racks and all the other 
amenities found in a central 
park.

With the current focus on 
the oyster as a tourist attrac-
tion, we could incorporate a 
marine science center, involv-
ing the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science, Rappahan-
nock Community College and 
the schools.

Following the “build it and 
they will come” concept, 
maybe we should consider a 
grand walk-up monument like 
the ones in DC and New York 
Harbor.

We could build the “World’s 
Largest Oyster,” a large life-
like structure made of real 
oyster shells.

My preference, however, 
would be to develop a kite 
park, a large open grassy space, 
void of overhead wires and 
large structures to interfere 
with the natural course of the 
wind.

Conceptually speaking, this 
seems like the most practical 
course of action. It would not 
require a lot of sweat equity, 
staff time, public forums or a 
huge appropriation of public 
funds.
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Stylish Eyes Inc.
has “Perfect Pair packages”
for your eyeglass needs!

Closed Monday, September 1st

435-2620     Kilmarnock

Do you remember?
The 1968 Lancaster High School football team (above) was coached by Boyd Kidd. The team won three games, 

community service of the museum.

Motorcycle Ride
to benefit

UPPER LANCASTER
VOLUNTEER

RESCUE SQUAD
Saturday, August 30

$10 per person
Includes Great Door Prizes

and Lunch
Registration 9 am at our building

in Lively, Virginia
Ride Starts at 10:00 am

or pre-register by emailing
ulvrs1983@gmail.com

Or Call Kim @ 386-882-7236
Rain Date is September 13

WALKER’S FLOOR SERVICE
761 Kamps Mill Road

Free Delivery & setup within 50 miles of dealer

Built with Quality Mennonite Craftsmanship . . .

As the last holiday weekend of 
the summer season approaches, 
motorists traveling through the 
Commonwealth this Labor Day 
weekend can expect to see signif-
icant increased enforcement by 
the Virginia State Police (VSP).

Troopers will provide station-
ary and roving patrols across 
Virginia’s roads looking for 
impaired drivers, reported VSP 
public relations director Corinne 
N. Geller. 

Last year, Virginia experi-
enced nine traffic deaths during 
the four-day holiday statistical 
counting period. Six individuals 
were killed in traffic crashes in 
2012, said Geller.

The stepped-up law enforce-
ment operations are part of 
the nationwide Drive to Save 
Lives campaign to reduce traffic 
fatalities by 15% in 2014 and to 
increase officer safety for those 
on patrol. To achieve a 15% 
reduction in the Commonwealth, 
there must be 111 fewer traffic 
deaths on Virginia’s highways 
this year, she said. 

In 2013, Virginia State Police 

arrested 120 drunk drivers during 
the four-day Labor Day weekend, 
continued Geller. Troopers also 
cited 11,834 speeders and 2,552 
reckless drivers. They issued 883 
safety belt violations and 335 
tickets to adults who failed to 
properly secure their infant and 
child passengers.

In addition to the Drive to Save 
Lives initiative, Virginia State 
Police will engage in the annual 
Operation Combined Accident 
Reduction Effort (C.A.R.E.) 
traffic enforcement campaign, 
she said. Operation C.A.R.E. is 
a state-sponsored, national pro-
gram to reduce crashes, fatalities 
and injuries caused by impaired 
driving, speeding and failure to 
use occupant restraints. 

As a participating agency, VSP 
will increase visibility and traffic 
enforcement efforts throughout 
the Commonwealth from 12:01 
a.m. Friday, August 29, through 
midnight Monday, September 1.
Move Over Law

As state police increase patrols 
on the Commonwealth’s high-
ways for the holiday weekend, 

Recently I ran into 
a friend who I had not 
seen in about eight 
years. When she saw 

didn’t recognize you. 

felt very offended, and 
still do. 

Am I being too sen-

White Stone
Dear Shannon Ann,
It seems that we are so 

enamored of becoming lighter 
that we have shed some of our 
manners with our pounds.

Despite what much of 
today’s media would have us 
believe, it is still neither funny 
nor civil to say to another 
person whatever comes to 
mind about their appearance.

For example, the person 
who exclaimed she thinks 
you are skinny, most probably 
wanted to compliment you, 
not realizing that in actuality 
skinny has negative implica-
tions. In fact, a dictionary 
synonym is “emaciated.” But 
the harm was done the second 
the word left her mouth.

Choosing the right words 
is tough in a world that pub-
licly uses the most casual 
and disrespectful terms for 
the human body and its God-
created parts….and refers 
to those parts with far more 
frequency than previous gen-
erations. We are becoming 
dangerously desensitized to 
what used to be considered 
vulgar and disrespectful and, 
in my humble opinion, is 

often still so. 
We can’t always be held 

responsible for how others 
receive our well-meaning 
comments, but we are wise to 
use our internal word-check 
before we remark on some-
one’s body image. The words 
“trim,” “svelte,” or simply 
“good” would have served far 
better in this instance.  

And if you ever say to 
someone (with whom you 
want to continue a friendly 
relationship) that you didn’t 
recognize them, bite your 
tongue hard to make your 
words stop right there. There 
is very little you could say 
after “I didn’t recognize you” 
that couldn’t be taken as an 
insult of either their previous 
or current selves—except 

Because You Are Polite... 
Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick

maybe, “I have cataracts.” 
Ginger Philbrick is the 

owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited 
to e-mail your manners ques-
tions to her and she will 
respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Increased enforcement will target 
drunk drivers this Labor Day weekend

motorists are reminded of Virgin-
ia’s Move Over law, added Geller.

The statewide law requires driv-
ers to either move over a lane or, 
when unable to, to cautiously pass 
all emergency personnel stopped 
on the side of a road. The law also 
applies to emergency response 
vehicles, highway maintenance 
vehicles and tow trucks equipped 
with flashing amber lights. 
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MONTROSS, VA

Northern Neck

2013 Chevrolet Cruze
31,386 miles, Gray

Stock  #P21220  $14,914

2014 Chevrolet Impala
9,599 miles, White                       

Stock #P21453  $18,914

CARS

2014 Chevrolet Cruze
13,001 miles, White                           

Stock #P21366  $16,914

2014 Chevrolet Cruze
8,542 miles, Black                              

Stock # P21364  $16,914

2014 Chevrolet Cruze
8,176 miles, Red                                  

Stock # P21331  $19,914

2014 Chevrolet Impala
18,545 miles, White                             

Stock #P21365  $16,914

2014 Chevrolet Impala
20,629 miles, Gray                            

Stock #P21458   $16,914

2014 Chevrolet Impala
10,719 miles, White                       

Stock #P21457  $18,914

2014 Chevrolet Malibu
20,590 miles, Silver                              

Stock # P21456  $18,914

2014 Chevrolet Cruze
36,062 miles, Red                                

Stock #P21370  $16,914

2013 Chevrolet Malibu 1LT
19,494 miles, Gold

Stock #P21308  $17,914

2013 Chevrolet Malibu
31,688 miles, Black                             

Stock #P21455A  $20,914

2013 Chevrolet Sonic
43,198 miles, Gray

Stock # P21435  $13,914

2013 Chevrolet Spark
5,530 miles, Black                               

Stock # P21427  $12,914

2012 Chevrolet Captiva SF
64,435 miles, Gold

Stock # P21431  $15,995

2011 Chevrolet HHR
57,522 miles, White                        

Stock # P19864B  $11,899

2008 Chevrolet HHR
84,990 miles, Black                            

Stock #P21163B  $ 10,950

2008 Chevrolet Malibu
117,084 miles,  Gray                           

Stock #N21310B  $10,950

2013 Dodge Avenger
      35,592 miles, Silver

Stock# P21423     $14,914

2013 Chevrolet Sonic
43198 miles, Gray

Stock #P21435    $13,914

2013 Chevrolet Malibu
31,688 miles,  Black

Stock # P21455A   $20,914

2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
65,696 miles, Gray                          

Stock # N21288A  $17,914

TRUCKS

2008 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
108,749 miles, Black                         

Stock # N21147B  $19,950

2005 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
220,315 miles, White                          

Stock #P21466  $9,980

2007 Hummer H2
98,474 miles, Blue                            

Stock #N2135A  $27,950

2014 Ram 1500
12,679 miles, White                            

Stock #P21437  $30,914

2011 Toyota Tundra 4WD                
40,580 miles, Red                                       

Stock #N21264B  $29,950

2007 Dodge Ram 1500
85,385 miles, Gray                            

Stock # P21446A  $17,950

2014 Chevrolet Captiva LT
   26,443 miles, Tan,                     

   Stock # P21510  $21,950

SUV’s

2014 Chevrolet Captiva
  9,707 miles, Red,                        

  Stock # P21441 $22,914

2014 Chevrolet Captiva
  9,884 miles, White                      

  Stock # P21442  $22,914

2014 Chevrolet Captiva
9,724 miles, Red,                           

Stock #P21443  $23,914

2014 Chevrolet Captiva SF
15,895 miles, Silver                                

Stock #P21509  $20,950

2014 Chevrolet Traverse
17,724 miles, Silver                              

Stock #P21459  $29,914

2014 Chevrolet Captiva LT
 9,500 mile, Black,                         

 Stock # P21439  $22,914

2012 Chevrolet Traverse
10,594 miles, Gray

Stock # P21521 $22,950

2012 Chevrolet Traverse
22,774 miles, White                        

Stock #P21513  $22,950

2011 Chevrolet Equinox
31,311 miles, Gold                          

Stock # P21371A  $18,950

2012 Nissan Rogue
23,215 miles, Gray                            

Stock #P2144A  $23,215

2005 Toyota Highlander
134,359 miles, Red

Stock #N21322A  $10,950

2008 Chevrolet Equinox
96,987 miles 

Stock #N21287A  $9,950

2012 Chevrolet Traverse
23,206 miles, White                             

Stock #P21517  $22,950

800-883-8901                             nnchevrolet.com

Like us on facebook

NEW

2014 Chevrolet Camero
Blue, Stock #N21274

$33,080

2014 Chevrolet Cruze
Blue, Stock # N21172

$19,3255

2014 Chevrolet Impala
Silver, Stock # N21290

$27,670

2014 Chevrolet Malibu
Silver,  Stock # N21462

$23,165

2014 Chevrolet Sonic
Silver, Stock #N21503

$17,890

2014 Chevrolet Spark
Salsa,   Stock #N21475

$15,820

2014 Chevrolet SS Sedan
White, Stock # N21501

$47,170 

FINANCING 
AS LOW AS 

0%
2014 Chevrolet Equinox
White, Stock # N21482

$28,670

2014 Chevrolet Traverse
Silver,   Stock #N21345

$31,670w

2015 Chevrolet Tahoe
Silver, Stock # N21515

$58,310

2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
Red, Stock #N21279

$44,105

2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
White,  Stock #N21464

$28,030

2104 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
Red,  Stock #N21497

$37,120

2014 Chevrolet Silverado 2500
White, Stock #N21369

$45,745

 2012 Toyota Camry
29,381 miles, Blue

Stock # N21264A   $20,914

2010 Mazda 6
61,550 miles,  Black

Stock #P21348A    $13,950

2006 Mercury Grand MarQuis
68,610 miles,  Silver

Stock # N21295A     $9,950

2002 Mercury Sable
73,732 miles, Silver

Stock # N21484A   $5,950

1994 Ford Thunderbird
48,724 miles, Purple

Stock # P21485    $5,950

2011 Toyota Camry
28,049 miles, Silver

Stock #P21438    $16,914

2004 Buick Rainier
      171,632 miles, Red

Stock # P21441A   $6,950

2012 Chevrolet Malibu
42,321 miles, Silver                               

Stock # P21434  $16,950

Rebates
up to

$5,250

Discounts
up to 

$4,000

 2014 Chevrolet Express Cargo
24,044 miles, White

Stock # P21454      $22,914

 2014 Chevrolet Yukon
31,275 miles, White

Stock # P21522      $37,995

2013 Ford Escape
17,556 miles,  White

Stock # N21298-A   $19,950

  2011 Ford Explorer
35,384 miles, Red

Stock # P21518   $21,950

 2007 DodgeNitro
99,212 miles, Black

Stock # P21452A   $11,950

 2012 Chevrolet Traverse
12,596 miles, Silver

Stock #P21520     $22,950

$2000
Guaranteed 

Trade
on select
models

 2013 Chevrolet Yukon XL
29,014 miles,  Beige

Stock # P21498     $38,950

Sale Price $28,080 Sale Price $16,825 Sale Price $26,170

Sale Price $26,170 Sale Price $28,670 Sale Price $54,310

Sale Price $20,665 Sale Price $15,890 Sale Price $15,420

Sale Price $38,135 Sale Price $24,030 Sale Price $30,870

Sale Price $46,669

Sale Price $30,870

Labor Day
Sale

4 Days Only
Aug. 27 – 30


