
Region 1, Seaside:
Initial bold saltiness mellowing into a taste of sweet butter/cream at 

the finish. 
Region 2, Upper Bay 

Eastern Shore:
Classic Virginia Bay oyster 

flavor with balanced salt and 
sweet, with a savory finish. 

Region 3, Lower Bay 
Eastern Shore:

Salty and creamy with 
mellow sweetness with a 
quick finish. 

Region 4, Upper Bay 
Western Shore:

Sweetwater oyster with a 
light cream taste. 

Region 5, Middle Bay 
Western Shore:

Lightly salty with easily 
distinguished cream or butter 
and a pleasant slight mineral-
ity. 

Region 6, Lower Bay Western Shore:
Mild saltiness moving to a sweet finish. 
Region 7, Tidewater:
Salty oyster with sweetness and a smooth finish. 
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RICHMOND—Gov. Terry McAuliffe on 
Tuesday announced the creation of the Virginia 
Oyster Trail, a major tourism development 
project connecting travelers to Virginia oyster 
purveyors, raw bars and restaurants, and the 
watermen culture through-
out coastal Virginia, the 
Northern Neck, Middle 
Peninsula and Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore.

“Virginia produces the 
best oysters in the world 
and as the oyster indus-
try continues to grow, we 
want to let it be known that 
Virginia is also the Oyster 
Capital of the East Coast,” 
said Gov. McAuliffe. “In 
addition to growing, har-
vesting and selling the 
best oysters, our watermen 
are providing good jobs in 
their communities, generat-
ing revenue and tax dollars 
throughout their region, and 
helping improve the environment of the Chesa-
peake Bay as their oysters filter millions of gal-
lons of water each day.

“As my team and I work to build a new Vir-
ginia economy, I want to make sure that our 
tourism and agricultural industries, including 
our outstanding and diverse marine products 
sector, can and will play a signifi-
cant role in that effort.”

This year, a public-private part-
nership of stakeholders began 
working together to brand the Vir-
ginia oyster travel experience to 
show the world that Virginia is for 
Oyster Lovers. The trail offers visi-
tors a way to enjoy Virginia’s seven 
different oyster regions, as well as 
experience the culture of water-
men in the Chesapeake Bay. As a 
result of these developments with 
the Virginia oyster, Gov. McAuliffe 
officially declared November as 
Virginia Oyster Month and named 
Virginia the “Oyster Capital of the 
East Coast.”

The Commonwealth will embrace 
the oyster in much the same way 
Maryland has the crab and Maine 
the lobster, according to Kilmar-
nock deputy town manager Susan 
Cockrell.

“Since so much of the oyster 
world is centered here in the 
Middle Bay region, this should be 
great news for our area—both on 
increasing demand for the product 
and for encouraging tourism,” said 
Cockrell.

“The Virginia oyster pairs per-
fectly with another widely recog-
nized Virginia product—wine—
and some of Virginia’s oyster 

regions share watersheds with a number of 
Virginia’s outstanding wineries,” noted First 
Lady Dorothy McAuliffe. “I believe this goes 
a long way to proving the old saying of ‘what 
grows together, goes together.’ Indeed, we have 

two world-class products 
—oysters and wine—right 
here in Virginia and I know 
that the Virginia Oyster Trail 
will provide new economic 
opportunities for both those 
sectors and many other busi-
nesses as we work to create a 
new Virginia economy.”

Virginia’s oyster har-
vest increased by 25% from 
2012 to 2013, with more 
than 500,000 bushels—the 
most in nearly a genera-
tion. Over the past 12 years, 
the oyster harvest in Virginia 
has increased from approxi-
mately 23,000 bushels in 
2001 to last year’s level of 
just over 500,000. This is the 

highest level since 1987. The dockside value of 
the oyster harvest in 2013 was more than $22 
million, up from approximately $16 million in 
2012.

“In addition to being the nation’s third larg-
est producer of marine products, Virginia is the 
leading East Coast seafood production state 

and the oyster industry plays a significant role 
in both of these high rankings,” said Todd Hay-
more, Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, 
noting that the Commonwealth had more than 
400 million pounds in landings last year, plac-
ing it behind only Alaska and Louisiana. 

“We’re proud to promote Virginia oysters 
here and on international trade missions, where 
we’ve generated new export sales to China, 
Hong Kong, and Canada,” said Haymore. “As 
we answer the governor’s call to build a new 
Virginia economy, we must take an inclusive 
approach by working with some of our oldest 
businesses, such as our seafood industries, as 
they continue to provide good jobs and out-
standing products. With today’s announcement 
of the Virginia Oyster Trail, we’re hoping to 
spur more growth and opportunities for our 
watermen, the marine product sector, and other 
businesses along the trail.”

Virginia’s seven different oyster regions pro-
duce the largest quantity of fresh wild-caught 
and farm-raised oysters in the U.S. and each 
region produces oysters with distinct flavors, 
offering an oyster for every palate. The Virginia 
oyster industry is one of the longest-standing 
industries in the state, providing bountiful 
meals for Virginia’s first inhabitants.

“The continued growth of the oyster industry 
and our fisheries management programs, com-
bined with private sector investment, positively 
impacts the Chesapeake Bay and Virginia’s 

economy, particularly with respect 
to tourism,” said Maurice Jones, 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade. 
“Tourism is an instant revenue 
generator for Virginia, accounting 
for over $21.2 billion in revenue 
and supporting 210,000 jobs in 
2012. The Virginia Oyster Trail is 
sure to continue this growth in tour-
ism around the Commonwealth.”

“Virginia is in the oyster business 
in a major way,” said Rita McClenny, 
president and chief executive officer 
of Virginia Tourism Corporation. 
“With seven different oyster regions, 
we are unlike any other state in the 
nation.  The development of the Vir-
ginia Oyster Trail will allow trav-
elers to experience the state with 
taste by pairing the Virginia oyster 
with other quality products made in 
Virginia, including wine, craft beer, 
cider and spirits.”

The Virginia Tourism Corporation 
partnered with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, the Virginia Department 
of Housing and Community Devel-
opment, Shellfish Growers of Vir-
ginia, the Virginia Seafood Council, 
the Virginia Marine Products Board, 
and the Artisans Center of Virginia, 
in addition to local tourism offices 
and planning district committees, to 
make this project a reality. 

Sen Warner recognizes
significance of the oyster

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner spoke at Rappahannock River Oysters (RRO) 
in Topping on Monday. Above, Sen. Warner addresses a crowd of 
supporters. Warner toured the RRO oyster farm, which six years 

nationwide. Flanking Warner in the background are RRO co-owner 
Travis Croxton (right) and Middlesex County Sheriff David Bushey. 
Photo by Tom Chillemi

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmar-
nock Town Council on August 18 
appropriated funds to connect side-
walks along Mary Ball Road.

Council voted to appropriate 
$57,456 in the capital improvement 
plan portion of the budget to connect 
the sidewalk ending at Hatton Avenue 
with a new sidewalk beginning at 
Magnolia Lane.

Council also appropriated $7,600 
for a study of options for improv-
ing Main Street sewer connections. 
According to the water and sewer 
committee report, there are areas 
where the sewer main does not run 
along Main Street, and connections 
are on side streets. The money will 
fund a study by Progress Engineering 
to determine problems and options.
Committee chairmen

Council committees reported 
that they have selected chairmen. 
The water/sewer committee will be 
chaired by Capt. Michael Sutherland; 
streets, sidewalks and playgrounds, 
Keith Butler; police and public safety, 
Emerson Gravatt; economic devel-
opment, Gravatt; and administration 
and finance, Rebecca Nunn. Council 
also appointed Dr. Curtis Smith to the 
water and sewer committee.
Prescription drop-off

Police and public safety commit-
tee chair Emerson Gravatt reported 
the Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
will become a permanent drop-off site 
for discarded prescription drugs, with 
containers provided by CVS Phar-
macy. This will help keep contami-
nants out of the Chesapeake Bay, said 
Gravatt.

LANCASTER—Sheriff’s inves-
tigators last week executed a search 
warrant at the home of James Todd 
Kessler, 53, of Cox’s Farm Road in 
Weems. Kessler was recently named a 
“person of interest” in the disappear-
ance of Claudine Jaquier Gifford, 44.

Lieutenant Tim Self, chief of the 
investigation unit, would not disclose 
the contents of the search warrant or 
if any evidence was found at the resi-
dence, saying the warrant was sealed.

In July, a search of Kessler’s prop-
erty was conducted without a warrant 
but with his permission, according to 
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Kenny Kunkle.

Gifford was last seen with Kessler 
leaving Pelicans at the Point tiki bar 
on July 6. Extensive search efforts by 
volunteer and state resources failed to 
find any trace of the missing woman.

Kessler previously told investiga-
tors that the night Gifford disappeared, 
four white males helped her into a 
silver Nissan SUV because she was 
too intoxicated to walk, according to 
Lt. Self. 

While Kessler said they left the bar 
at 8:30 p.m., witnesses told Gifford’s 

Town to
connect
sidewalks

by Renss Greene

OYSTER FLAVOR GUIDE

From left, Landon Clark of The Dog and Oyster Vineyard in Irvington 
and Patrick Oliver of Rappahannock River Oysters in Topping serve 
oysters and wine at the Executive Mansion as Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
launches the Virginia Oyster Trail. Photo by Renss Green

Commonwealth launches Virginia Oyster Trail

Gov. Terry McAuliffe will 
tour the Middle Penin-

sula and Northern Neck today, 
August 21, promoting the Vir-
ginia Oyster Trail.

Tour stops will include the 
Merrior Tasting Room at 784 
Locklies Creek Road, Topping, 
from 1 to 2 p.m. and The Dog 
and Oyster Vineyard, 1 White 
Fences Drive, Irvington, from 3 
to 4 p.m.

Map courtesy of the Artisans Center 
of Virginia

Investigation into 
Claudine Gifford’s 
disappearance 
continues; search
warrant executed
for Kessler’s home

by Audrey Thomasson

INVESTIGATION, continued on page A2



mission (VMRC) in June to cut 
the harvest limit of commercial 
crabbers by 10%. 

The bay’s blue crab fishery is 
substantial. It generates nearly 
$30 million in annual rev-
enues. The Virginia Blue Crab 
Industry Panel, a volunteer-led 
group of commercial water-
men, recently presented a new 
approach to the problem.

“Virginia needs a new 
approach if we want to save 
the fishery from the point of no 
return,” said Bill Mullis, chair-
man of the Virginia Blue Crab 
Industry Panel. “In the face of 
numerous management actions 
over the past two decades, we 
call upon VMRC to consider 
these innovative recommen-
dations. It’s time for Virginia 
to protect blue crabs and our 
watermen—before it is too 
late.”

The watermen’s group is 

Community leaders and the 
River Counties Chapter 

of the American Red Cross 
recently recognized the com-
mitment and dedication of Paul 
Sciacchitano for outstanding 
community leadership and 
invaluable contribution as chair-
man of the board of directors.

Sciacchitano served on the 
board for over 20 years and as 
board chairman for the past six 
years, reported executive direc-
tor Julie Dudley.

“His leadership, inspiration 
and vision have driven the mis-
sion of the Red Cross and fund-
ing to support the vital services 
provided,” said Dudley. “In his 
tenure, we have trained and 
empowered our volunteers to 
support the four core services of 
blood, disaster, health and safety 
and armed forces emergencies 
and for that we are truly grate-
ful.”   

 Sciacchitano saw many ben-
efits of partnering to provide 

services and sustain community 
awareness. During his tenure, 
the Red Cross successfully part-
nered with the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA to provide staff 
and lifeguards, CPR/FA, water 
safety and babysitting.

“A four-year grant received 
by the Red Cross from the Jessie 
Ball duPont Fund and River 
Counties Community Founda-
tion enabled the Red Cross 

and the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA to collaborate in pro-
viding vital life-saving skills,” 
according to YMCA director 
Mark Favazza. “Through this 
program 638 second-graders to 
date have received Red Cross 
‘learn to swim’ lessons.”

 With a successful program, a 
continuation of a grant enabled 
the Northumberland County 
Red Cross to partner with 
the Northumberland Family 
YMCA to expand the service 
to their county.  Both Red 
Cross chapters have success-
fully gained funding of $43,500 
to introduce “learn to swim,” 
babysitting and disaster pre-
paredness into their five YMCA 
summer camps, continued 
Dudley. This has provided an 
opportunity to promote disaster 
preparedness to youth in six 
counties on the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula.  

A generator was purchased 
to provide the Red Cross office 

with vital power in a disaster, 
or for use by the YMCA as a 
secondary shelter for the county. 
Each of the six counties has 
been provided with substantial 
disaster supplies to be utilized 
in shelters for the comfort of 
county residents and was uti-
lized in Hurricane Sandy by the 
276 residents who took refuge 
in three shelters, said Doug 
Monroe.  

“At Chesapeake Bank we 
have a saying ‘It’s all about com-
munity,’” said Monroe.    

 Sciacchitano has served and 
chaired many organizations, he 
said.

“He has taken responsibility 
in holding these offices to help 
them succeed and always makes 
it his business to know and fully 
understand and agree with the 
purpose and goals of each orga-
nization,” said Dudley.

“With this sound background 
he is armed with the informa-
tion needed to help direct 

policies and to raise funds for 
their long-term existence,” said 
Monroe. “Without Paul’s clear 
thinking, leadership skills and 
community knowledge, the 
goals of raising over $12 million 
for Virginia Quality Life to build 
a health, education and fitness 
campus to house the Rappahan-
nock General Hospital Sports & 
Rehabilitation Center, Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic, The 
Northern Neck YMCA and the 
River Counties Chapter of the 
American Red Cross would 
never have begun or been com-
pleted.”

The RCCF is creating a better 
future for all by addressing the 
community’s most critical or 
persistent challenges, inclusively 
uniting people, institutions and 
resources. “Paul’s leadership has 
been instrumental in support-
ing the foundation in making a 
difference” said Margaret Nost, 
regional director of philan-
thropic services. 
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husband, Richard, that Kessler 
and Gifford left the bar at 6:30 
p.m., and that he carried her to 
his car.

Two weeks later, on July 19, an 
alleged altercation between Kes-
sler and a couple at the same bar 
resulted in his arrest on charges 
of felony aggravated malicious 
wounding and misdemeanor 
assault and battery. The charges 
are unrelated to the investigation 
into Gifford’s disappearance. 

Kessler is currently being 
held in Lancaster County jail 
and was denied bond. 

A preliminary hearing on the 
charges is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
September 3 in Lancaster Gen-
eral District Court.

IRVINGTON—The Irvington 
Town Council last Thursday took 
action on two items.

According to town clerk Jac-
queline Burrell, council voted 
unanimously, 5-0, to reappoint 
her as the town treasurer and also 
to give $250 to the Triangle Trol-
ley operated by Bay Transit. 

The trolley makes 18 stops in 
its travels from Kilmarnock to 
Irvington and White Stone and 
back to Kilmarnock and oper-
ates on Fridays and Saturdays, 
May through October. Within the 
Irvington town limits, the trolly 
stops at the Dog & Oyster Vine-
yard, The Tides Inn, Irvington 
Baptist Church and the Steam-
boat Era Museum during farm-
ers’ markets. 

Voting to pass both items were 
Kathleen Pollard, Jerry Latell, 
Fran Westbrook, Dr. Robert 
Westbrook and Gene Edmonds. 
Councilman Wayne Nunnally 
was absent. 

In other business, council 
decided to hold a public hearing 
in September on a modified flood 
plain ordinance for the town’s 
participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program. The 
amendments are state mandated 
for participation and the sur-
rounding towns and county are 
also amending their ordinances. 

Irvington’s monthly farmers’ 
market, which is usually held on 
the first Saturday of the month, 
will be held on Saturday, August 
30, for the Labor Day holiday 
weekend, according to Burrell. 
There will not be a market on 
September 6. 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock planning commission on 
August 11 discussed the results of a survey regarding a “people’s 
park” on North Main Street.

“When we start developing that piece of property and talking 
about doing things for it, I think in the back of our minds we 
should always think about what we can do to get more people in 
the town to support our businesses,” said commission member 
Joan Gravatt.

The online survey gauged public opinion on potential uses for 
the space. Popular options included an outdoor amphitheater, 
walking trails, a playground, and a farmers’ market arcade. Town 
staff and consultants are now creating conceptual plans for the 
property, which will then be subject to an open forum.

“There’s a really good push for branding here, and it ties right 
into the ultimate goal with this property,” said planning and 
zoning director Marshall Sebra.

HEATHSVILLE—A Vir-
ginia Department of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) engineer told 
Northumberland supervisors last 
week that a new traffic study will 
be conducted to determine the 
feasibility of a signal light at the 
intersection of Northumberland 
Highway and Academic Lane.

Northumberland’s public 
schools are served by Academic 
Lane.

Regional traffic engineer Dale 
Totten appeared before supervi-
sors to answer questions regard-
ing VDOT’s previous study 
which resulted in the request 
for a signal light being denied. 
Totten explained that heavier 
traffic patterns at the intersection 
are condensed to school start and 
end times when buses are trans-
porting students and therefore 
would not warrant a signal light.

He said the new study will 
be conducted in late September 
or early October when school is 
back in session and traffic pat-
terns are established.

Supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
asked why Tappahannock and 
Middlesex schools qualified for 
a traffic light with basically the 
same situation.

“Competing side street 
turns...add to that qualification” 
because of the potential for acci-
dents, responded Totten.

Other qualifiers include traffic 
volume, crashes that could have 
been avoided with a signal light 
and the impact of new develop-
ment in the next 18- to 36-month 
period, he said.

Supervisors reversed last 
month’s vote and approved a 
resolution permitting the transfer 
of funds remaining from a com-
pleted VDOT secondary road 
project to the school intersec-
tion. The money will be used to 
lengthen the left-hand turn lane 
onto Academic Lane as well as 
add a turn lane at the second 
school entrance by the soccer 
field.

The board’s previous request 
to reduce speed limits on Nor-
thumberland Highway through 
Heathsville from 35 mph to 
25 mph also received VDOT’s 
attention. Northern Neck resi-
dency administrator David 
Brown said the speed limit will 
be reduced on the approaches to 
the sharp curves at both ends of 
town.

After a public hearing, super-
visors approved a conditional 
use permit that would allow 
the operation of a beauty salon 
at 17635 Richmond Road in 
Callao. The property is owned 
by Lon Crow.

Next month’s board of super-
visors meeting will be held a 
week earlier than usual, on Sep-
tember 4.

NEWPORT NEWS—Recent 
Chesapeake Bay blue crab pop-
ulation figures show crabs are at 
the same low levels as in 2008 
when the federal government 
declared the situation a “com-
mercial fishery failure.”

According to the latest blue 
crab winter dredge survey, the 
total crab population is among 
the lowest levels since 1990, and 
the number of mature female 
crabs fell one million short of 
the “bare minimum” scientists 
say is needed to sustain the pop-
ulation. This prompted the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Com-

Now Accepting Registrations 
for the Gloucester and Mathews Studios

OFFERING CLASSES IN 

Classes begin September 8th

Open House
Monday, August 25 from 5–8p.m.

Visit the studio and purchase your dancewear 

from our Dancers Boutique!

2014 Recital Pictures Videos and T-Shirts will be available 

for pick-up at both studios after September 8th.

To register, visit our website at 

www.digsdance.com or call 804-694-5900

Investigation
continued from page A1

Sciacchitano recognized for community leadership

Paul Sciacchitano

Watermen suggest plan to strengthen blue crab fishery
“We need credible, responsible long-term solutions, and that is what our 
panel is focused on.”

 — Ken Smith, president, Virginia Waterman’s Association

by Larry Chowning to ensure the measures are eco-
nomically sound.

“We need more than Band-
Aid fixes,” said Ken Smith, 
president of the Virginia 
Waterman’s Association and a 
member of the panel. “We need 
credible, responsible long-term 
solutions, and that is what our 
panel is focused on.”

VDOT to conduct new traffic
study at ‘school’ intersection

Irvington 
Council 
supports
trolley 
operations

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

requesting that VMRC estab-
lish an annual individual har-
vest limit for each waterman, 
which would encourage them 
to fish when the profit margin 
is the greatest and not for less-
expensive young and female 
crabs that are important for 
strengthening the crab popula-
tion. 

VMRC currently establishes 
a statewide commercial limit 
on the catch. This means when 
the overall limit is caught, the 
fishery shuts down. The group 
has requested that VMRC 

establish a pilot program that 
assigns individual harvest 
limits to watermen instead of 
restricting season, daily catches 
or gear.

The panel also recommends: 
more accountability by mod-
ernizing the online harvest 
reporting system and verifying 
catches to get more timely and 
accurate data; better science 
about crab mortality, predators 
and recreational crab harvests; 
and an analysis of the costs and 
benefits of existing and poten-
tial future blue crab regulations 

by Audrey Thomasson

Kilmarnock commission
proceeds with conceptual 
planning for ‘people’s park’

by Renss Greene
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Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges against 
four individuals.
Felonies

 Branndon E. Wade, 33, of Norwood Church 
Road was charged August 13 with two counts 
of abuse/neglect of children (felony offenses), 
drunk driving and reckless driving.
Misdemeanors

A Chesapeake Drive man, 45, was charged 
August 12 with domestic assault and battery.

A Richmond man, 32, was charged August 
16 with destruction of property at a North 
Main Street business.

A former Pine Drive man, 32, was charged 
August 18 with violation of a protective order.
Activity Report

August 11: Staff responded to the area 
of Stillwater Lane for a suspicious vehicle 
reported by a Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) employee, to an assault by 
threat complaint at a Mollusk area convenience 
store, to a domestic disturbance in the 10400 
block of Mary Ball Road, and to a domestic 
disturbance in the 3700 block of Black Stump 
Road.

August 12:  Staff received a walk-in com-
plaint of an abandoned vehicle at the Hickory 
Hollow Nature Preserve (registered owner was 
contacted to remove the vehicle); responded 
to an E911 disconnect call on Hickory Road 
(misdial), to a mental health emergency on 
Crescent Cove Lane (subject voluntarily 
admitted for treatment), and to North Main 
Street to assist Virginia State Police (VSP) 
with the search of a vehicle.

August 13: Staff received a destruction 
of property report from the owner/manager 
of a Mollusk area convenience store ($100 
spray paint damages); responded with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) to a personal 
alarm call in the 1900 block of Ocran Road, 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 1500 block 
of Irvington Road, and to a disturbance call 
on Greentown Road, to a suspicious persons 
complaint in the 2800 block of Windmill Point 
Road (the two described persons could not be 
located in the area); notified the game warden 
of a citizen’s report of seeing a cougar in the 
area of Waverly Avenue; and checked on a sus-
picious person/vehicle found on the property 
of the Upper Lancaster Ruritan Center.

August 14: Staff notified Northumber-
land authorities of a domestic disturbance 
complaint on Bogey Neck Road; responded 
with Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) 
and EMS to a personal emergency alarm on 
Shamrock Court, to a domestic disturbance 
on Benson Road, with VSP to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash at Merry Point and Devils Bottom 
roads, with EMS to a golf cart crash on Bel-
mont Drive, to a disturbance/assault call in the 
300 block of Nuttsville Road, to an assault call 
in the 1400 block of Lancaster Shores Drive, 
and to a prowler complaint in the 5100 block 
of Windmill Point Road; and received a walk-
in complaint of abuse/neglect, and  a tres-
pass complaint from a Berkeley Forest Road 
property owner. The Lancaster Middle School 
resource officer received a report of the theft 
of a computer (Dell GS 520 desktop computer; 
$400 loss).

August 15: Staff responded to a disor-
derly conduct/trespass complaint involving 
juveniles at a White Stone area convenience 
store; responded to a suspicious person/vehicle 
complaint in the area of Devils Bottom Road; 
received a destruction of property report from 
the 8000 block of River Road (mailbox and 
contents burned; $35 loss); notified the EMS 
supervisor of a report of a boat sinking/sunk 
at a dock in Greenvale Creek to determine if 
hazmat containment needed to be undertaken; 
and intercepted a reported reckless driver in 
the Kilmarnock area (EMS response required 
for subject having a low blood sugar episode).

August 16: Staff responded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint in the 3700 block of Merry 
Point Road, to a suspicious person/possible 
suicide attempt on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge (subject was located, found 
to be safe and was transported by Middlesex 
authorities), to a trespass complaint on Boys 
Camp Road, to an assault by threat complaint in 
the 6200 block of Windmill Point Road (tenant 
eviction involved), to a destruction of property 
complaint in the 300 block of Gaskins Road, 
to a domestic assault on Dawson Lane,  to a 
juvenile behavioral complaint on Buzzards 
Neck Road (call cancelled by the parent), to a 

traffic complaint involving a blue four-wheel 
ATV on White Hall Road, to a noise viola-
tion complaint in the Morattico area (party 
taking place on Ivey Creek Road), to a shots 
fired complaint in the area of the UPS building 
on White Chapel Road, and with KPD to an 
assault call on North Main Street; and notified 
VDOT of heavy debris interfering with traf-
fic near Mary Ball and Fleets Bay roads, and 
the USCG Milford Haven of a boat in distress 
just south of the Norris Bridge (USCG advised 
that the vessel had been reported earlier; the 
vessel was taking on water and could not be 
moved at this time).

August 17: Staff responded to an assault 
call on Turner Lane (EMS dispatched), to a 
shots fired complaint in the area of Second 
Street, to an E911 disconnect call that was 
determined to have originated in the 400 
block of Old Salem Road (no emergency ser-
vices needed), and to an E911 disconnect call 
that was determined to have originated in the 
20400 block of Mary Ball Road (no emer-
gency services needed).

August 18: Staff responded to an E911 dis-
connect call in the 1600 block of Taylors Creek 
Road (no emergency services needed), to a tres-
pass complaint on Chases Cove Lane, to a lar-
ceny complaint on Bunkhouse Lane (landlord 
reported evicted tenant removed sinks, refriger-
ator, and other items); and received a complaint 
of attempted fraud from a White Stone area 
resident (telephone calls involving “lowering 
your credit card interest rate” and a call from 
“Microsoft” advising that there was a need to 
“fix the computer”; citizens are cautioned not 
to release any credit card information or allow 
remote access to their computer when receiving 
such calls).

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 29 traffic stops, 
issued five summonses, assisted eight motor-
ists, handled four calls for traffic control, inves-
tigated two building alarms, processed a mental 
health order, logged six inmate transports, and 
fielded five calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash at Merry 
Point and Devils Bottom roads and a golf cart 
crash on Belmont Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD responded to a dump-
ster fire on Irvington Road and a fire alarm on 
South Main Street.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Jason Charles Loving, 32, of Colonial 
Beach was charged August 16 with felony hit-
and-run, felony unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
disregarding law enforcement command and 
damaging property. He was also charged with 
obstruction of justice, driving suspended, 
reckless driving, failing to obey a traffic sign 
and improper passing. All of the charges were 
obtained in Northumberland County and 
served by the Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity Police Department.

David Wayne Haines Sr., 30, of Callao was 
charged August 17 with two counts of grand 
larceny, two counts of obtaining money by 
false pretenses, and failure to perform con-
struction from the Spotsylvania County Sher-
iff ’s Office. Haines was arrested by the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff ’s Office.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 27, was charged August 
8 with failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Heathsville man, 52, was charged August 
12 with failing to appear in the Northumber-
land County General District Court and assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Reedville woman, 63, was charged August 
12 with reckless driving.

A Heathsville woman, 34, was charged 
August 12 with two counts of a dangerous 
dog, one count of failure to vaccinate and two 
charges of failing to pay for licenses for the 
animals.

A Heathsville woman was charged August 
15 with failing to appear in the Northumber-
land County General District Court on a show 
cause summons.

A Reedville woman was charged August 16 
on a Henrico County summons with having 
trash and debris in her yard.

A Heathsville man, 52, was charged August 
18 with obstruction of justice.

WARSAW—Carolyn Gray 
recently was recognized for 
her many years of service as 
a director on the Bay Aging 
board.

Gray is the longest-serving 
volunteer Bay Aging director, 
having served from July 1991 
through June 1998 and again 
from October 2004 through 
June 2014, reported Bay Aging 
senior vice president, develop-
ment, Jean M. Duggan.

Gray was very supportive 
of Bay Transit’s public trans-
portation service and had a 
keen interest in the economic 
developments in “her” county 
that would specifically benefit 
senior citizens, said Dugan. 

“The Bay Aging board of directors and senior leadership team are grateful to Mrs. Gray for her 
many years of volunteer service and dedication to improving lives in the Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck,” Dugan said.

■ Appointment
Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently 

announced additional appoint-
ments to his administration.

Anthony Marchetti of White 
Stone was appointed to the 
Aquaculture Advisory Board. 
Marchetti is chief operations 
officer at Rappahannock Oyster 
Co. in Topping.

■ Hazardous waste
Lancaster and Northumber-

land citizens are reminded of 
the September 20 household 
hazardous and electronics waste 
collections. 

The Lancaster collection site 
will be open from 7:30 to 11 
a.m. at the Kilmarnock Refuse 

■ NAACP workshop
The Northumberland County 

NAACP will conduct a resto-
ration of rights workshop on 
August 30.

The workshop will be held 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon at the 
Northumberland County Com-
munity Center Organization, 
679 Browns Store Road, Browns 
Store.

Carolyn Gray honored for record of
volunteer service on Bay Aging board

From left are Richmond County Board of Supervisors 
chairman F. Lee Sanders, Carolyn Gray and two of her 
children, Gen Hahn and Jim Ash. Photo courtesy of Bay Aging

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

NEWS BREAKS

■ Fracking panel
The Northern Neck Chesa-

peake Bay Region Partnership 
will sponsor a panel discussion 
on hydraulic fracturing in the 
Northern Neck. The session will 
be held at 2 p.m. September 3 at 
Rappahannock Community Col-
lege, 52 Campus Drive, Warsaw.

Panel members will include 
Virginia Secretary of Com-
merce and Trade Maurice Jones, 
Virginia Secretary of Natural 
Resources Molly Ward, a rep-
resentative from the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency, 
Southern Environmental Law 
Center senior attorney Richard 
A. Parrish and Virginia Gas & 
Oil past president Greg Kozera. 

Center, 320 White Pine Road, 
Kilmarnock, off Irvington 
Road. The Northumberland 
site will be open from 1:30 
to 5 p.m. at Northumberland 
Middle School, 175 Academic 
Lane, Claraville.

Residents who have ques-
tions regarding specific times 
for disposal may call Northern 
Neck Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District, 333- 3525, ext 102; 
Lancaster Extension, 462-5780; 
or Northumberland Extension, 
580-5694.
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Scenic Virginia recently 
announced winners of its 

annual Virginia Vistas Photo 
Contest showcasing a variety 
of views, vistas and scenery 
throughout the Common-
wealth.

Northern Neck photogra-
pher Laura S. Dent of  Callao 
is among the 2014 winners. 
She received honorable 
mention in the Coastal and 
Chesapeake Bay Division 
with a photo of Little Bay at 
Foxwells.

Dent is a repeat winner 
in the Bank of Lancaster’s 
annual calendar contest. She 
also is a contributor to the 
Rappahannock Record’s Focal 
Point photo feature.

 “The 2014 photo winners 
display the wide range of 
our Commonwealth’s scenic 
beauty, used by so many as 
a refuge from the cacophony 
of everyday life,” said execu-
tive director Leighton Powell. 
“Scenic Virginia exists to 
preserve these significant 
resources, and we take great 
delight in sharing our photo 
winners with all who treasure 
Virginia’s scenic bounty.”

Judges for the 2014 com-
petition were Ben Greenberg, 
author and photographer 
of the recently published 
book, Natural Virginia; Tom 
Saunders, a professional pho-
tographer with the Virginia 

From the valley to the river
Southern Grace from the Shenandoah Valley brought a country gospel message to three stages in three days last 
weekend. On Friday evening, the quintet entertained a courtyard crowd at the Kilmarnock Inn (above). On Saturday 
evening, the band presented a Music by the River concert at Belle Isle State Park. On Sunday morning, Southern 
Grace led praise and worship music at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene. Band members, from left, are Tim 

they promoted their eighth compact disc recording, “The Story Starts Over.” Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Little Bay scene gains statewide attention

Little Bay/Foxwells by Laura S. Dent. Photo courtesy of Scenic Virginia

Department of Transporta-
tion; Judy Watkins of the Vir-
ginia Tourism Corporation; 
and Eugenia Anderson-Ellis, 
a Scenic Virginia advisory 
board member and former 
president.

Notecard sets of the win-
ning photos are available for 
purchase. A set of 10 cards 
(one of each winning photo) 
is $20, plus $2 for shipping 
and handling. To order, con-

tact Scenic Virginia, 643-
8439, email@scenicvirginia.
org, or visit scenicvirginia.
org.

Scenic Virginia is a state-
wide conservation group 
dedicated solely to preserv-
ing, protecting and enhancing 
the scenic beauty of the Com-
monwealth, with a particular 
focus on the preservation of 
significant views and vistas.

Jane Sale Henly of Weems 

serves on the Scenic Virginia 
board of directors. The Hon. 
A. Linwood Holton Jr. of 
Irvington and The Honor-
able W. Tayloe Murphy Jr. 
of Mount Holly serve on the 
honorary board.

ADVERTISER APPRECIATION MONTH

AUGUST
7, 14, 21 & 28

Rappahannock Record
Helping our advertisers reach Northern Neck readers since 1916

Dear Valued Advertiser,Thank you for using the Record to reach 
and attract your best customers and prospects 
to your business. You may be encouraged to 
know the latest industry research shows 71% 
of adults over the age of 18 read a community 
newspaper every week, 75% of those read most 
or all of their paper.To thank you for your business, we are offering free color (12 col. inch minimum 

ad) and an opportunity to buy a full page of 
advertising for 50% off our regular open rate.Fred Gaskins

Publisher

FREE COLOR!! 
in ads 12 col. inches or larger 

Full Page ads 50% OFF!!
Reach over 15,000 potential customers 

with your highly noticeable ad in the Record!

Please call us at 804-435-1701 for further assistance

Sara Amiss, extension 13, sara@RappRecord.com

Marilyn Bryant, extension 11, marilyn@RappRecord.com

Troy Robertson, extension 15, troy@RappRecord.com

The Agenda
Local Government News

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission meets at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 26, at 
VMRC Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport 
News. Habitat applications are generally considered first, fol-
lowed by fisheries items.

Among habitat applications, Thomas Perry seeks authoriza-
tion to deploy multiple lines of commercial oyster aquaculture 
floats, anchored to the bottom over 25 acres of Chesapeake 
Bay, approximately one-half mile north of Windmill Point in 
Lancaster County. The project is protested by a nearby riparian 
landowner. 

Public hearings slated at noon include several proposed 
amendments to oyster harvest regulations. The VMRC draft 
amendments would:

the inside, open part of the boat in a loose pile. Only one basket 
would be allowed on any vessel that is engaged in the harvest 
of oysters, to measure the lawful daily harvest and possession 
limit, and all oysters on the vessel would be subject to disposal 
overboard for any culling violation.

The basket would be defined as a plastic mesh basket of not less 
than 2,500 cubic inches and not more than 3,000 cubic inches. 

The purposes of this amendment are to prevent harvesters from 
circumventing law enforcement inspections and to eliminate the 
loss of small oysters overboard onto uninhabitable bottom.

person who harvests oysters from public grounds for commer-
cial purposes.

The purpose of this amendment to improve harvest and effort 
information for future management measures.

public oyster fisheries in Virginia.
The purpose of this amendment is to be prepared for contin-

gencies in oyster abundance.

October 1, 2014, through April 30, 2015, for public oyster 
grounds and unassigned grounds. 

The purpose of this amendment is to manage the Virginia 
public oyster resource for sustainable harvest and prevent over-
fishing.

limit. The daily harvest time limit would end at noon, instead 
of 2 p.m. The daily vessel harvest limit would be reduced to 16 
bushels per vessel per day, instead of the current 24 bushels.

The purpose of these amendments is to mitigate effort 
increases to promote in-season, area-specific sustainability in 
harvest. 

-
fish harvesters to take a Shellfish Harvest Safety Certification 
training course prior to receiving any 2015 shellfish license or 
permit.

The Shellfish Harvest Safety Certification training course 
shall be completed every two years by any individual licensed 
for any shellfish harvest from public or leased ground. 

The purpose of the amendment is to comply with Federal 
Drug Administration and the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation 
Conference requirements. 

The proposed draft regulations may be viewed at VMRC 
Headquarters.

Written comments on the proposals should be provided to 
Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC Fisheries Management Division, 
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor, Newport News, VA 
23607, by noon Monday, August 25.

!!! Now Hiring !!!
Northern Neck Burger Co.

Looking For

Fun, Vibrant, Smiley Staff
if interested come in and apply today!

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)
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A purple tide blanketed the beach on the riverside of Willaby’s on the Rappahannock 
Sunday as family and friends gathered to celebrate Haley Smith’s 14th birthday. The 

purple to show their support 
for heroes challenged 

enjoyed the music of Legacy 

and the river. New purple 
shirts were unveiled with 
the message on the front 
stating: “I’m wearing purple 

across the shoulders and the 

an ordinary individual who 

and endure in spite of 

also had an opportunity to 
sign a postcard supporting 
efforts to legalize marijuana 
in Virginia for medicinal 
purposes in the treatment 

waits his turn as Haley 
performs a drum solo. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will hold public hearings 
on two land use applications 
on Thursday, August 29. The 
meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. 

Michael and Lucia Schoelwer 
seek authorization to place a 
data antenna under 100 feet tall 
on a two-acre parcel adjacent to 
97 Pembroke Lane off Townley 
Farm Road and Chases Road 
near White Stone. The property 
is zoned general residential.

Edward and Thao Croasdale 
seek authorization to operate a 
nail salon in an accessary struc-
ture at their residence at 117 
Oyster House Road near Palmer. 
The 11.637-acre parcel is zoned 
general residential.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County will review pro-
posed revisions to Article 23 of 
the zoning ordinances dealing 
with the Floodplain Overlay 
District during its next meeting 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, August 21. 
The meeting will be held at the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. 

Review and approval of the 
floodplain overlay is required by 
FEMA as a result of its recent 
flood insurance study and rate 
map revisions.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, August 21, 
at the Northumberland Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

The commission will hold a 
public hearing on an amendment 
to Northumberland’s zoning 
ordinance to allow “aquaculture 
facility, commercial” as a per-
mitted use in the agricultural 
district as required by a recent 
amendment to the Code of Vir-
ginia.

A good day for purple

KILMARNOCK—Adams 
Post 86 of The American 
Legion recently held its second 
annual Old Fashioned Barbe-
cue Dinner at the Post Home.

 The meal featured pit-
cooked pulled pork barbecue 
prepared by Post 86 pitmasters 
Ben Schneider, Rick Conkle 
and Jim Tadlock, reported post 
adjutant Mike Osteen.

The pits were fired up at 
4 a.m. Saturday morning to 
ensure the barbecue was ready 
by 4 p.m., said Osteen. The 
air around the Post Home on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmar-
nock was filled all day with the 
aromas from the roasting pits. 
Schneider, Conkle and Tadlock 
have garnered a well-earned 
reputation for the exceptional 
taste and tenderness of their 
barbecue during the two years 
Post 86 has hosted this event.

The Horsehead Boys pro-
vided entertainment through-
out the dinner, continued 
Osteen. Their performance 
added a festive air and drew 
much praise from those in 
attendance. In addition to bar-
becue sandwiches, the meal 
included cole slaw, baked 
beans, corn on the cob, des-

Weekday Mornings

Tawne
Hayes
Local News,

Weather &
Sports

Linda’s School of Dance
Celebrating 30 years

NOW Registering for September classes

In White Stone

Children learn best when having FUN!

We offer classes for Boys and Girls: ages 2 and a half to teens
 

NO REGISTRATION FEE!

KILMARNOCK—Rappah-
annock Garden Club member 
Judy Ripley was the featured 
speaker at the August meet-
ing. Ripley’s topic was “Edible 
Wild Plants and Their Native 
American History.”  

The study of the relationship 
between a culture and their 
plants is known as ethnobot-
any, reported publicity chair-
man Margie Redlin. Ripley 
focused on Native Americans 
and their use of indigenous 
plants for  medicinal, nutri-
tional and decorative purposes. 

Some plants had multiple 
uses such as Phragmites, wet-
land grasses. The grass reeds 
were used for weaving mats 
and baskets while the seeds 
were used to make flour. 
Elderberries and low bush 
blueberries were not only used 
for food, their juices were 
used for dyes and ceremonial 
body paint. Barks from oak, 
birch, pine, witch hazel and 
dogwood were boiled and liq-
uids were used for stomach, 
lung and eye aliments as well 
as salves and astringents for 
skin irritations

The book, How Indians Use 

shop recently completed and installed a new sign in front 

Clark (above) is one of the volunteers who created the 
sign. It is made of mahogany and decorated with gold 

This sign is a tribute to the wonderful volunteer core at 

executive director Shawn Hall.

Museum has a new sign

The Agenda
Local Government News

Ripley presents program on edible plants

Wild Plants, is a good source 
for information as well as pub-
lished field guides of edible 
and medicinal plants. 

The monthly theme, “Our 
Northern Neck—What’s 
Around Us,” was carried 
through with the hostess decor 
and menu, she continued. 
Elderberry punch and potato 
salad with locally grown 
ingredients were two of the 
menu items brought by host-
ess chairs, Ripley and Cheryl 
Brown-Davis. Joan Eremenko, 
Barbara Pulling, Mary Jacobs, 
Cathie Ward and Shelia Zukor 
assisted with the lunch.

RGC president Cathie Elliott 
conducted the business meet-
ing and recognized newsletter 
chairman  Anne Warner for 
sending the monthly commu-
nications and reformatting the 
newsletter.  New members, Jo 
Manson and Peggy Schirmer 
also were recognized.  

 Horticulture and Artistic 
Design entries were scored by 
accredited guest judge, Lor-
raine Van Wickler. Novice 

judges, Bonnie Schaschek 
and Marty Wilson assisted. 
Also assisting with the entries 
were guides, Pat Willett and 
Jan Litsinger and clerks, Mary 
Ann McKay and Sara Ford.  

Horticulture: Deborah 
Brooks, 33 points, including 
Best in Show; Debbie Burgess, 
38; Margaret Curtis, 32; Joan 
Eremenko, 10; Sara Ford, 10; 
Mary Ann McKay, 20; Redlin, 
23;  Karen Rosenfeld, 15; Wil-
lett, 12; Wilson, 50; Pulling, 7; 
and Anita Shawer, 3.  

Food garden: Debbie Bur-
gess, 35; and Susan Edmonds, 
5.

Artistic design: Brooks, 8 
points; D. Burgess, 5; Ere-
menko, 7;  Redlin, 15, includ-
ing Best in Show; and Wilson, 
5.

The next meeting will be 
September 11 at Grace Epis-
copal Church, Kilmarnock. 
Land preservation specialist 
Bobbie Burton will speak. The 
program will begin at approxi-
mately 12:15 p.m. 

Post 86 hosts annual barbecue dinner

and Ben Schneider.

sert and beverage. Most guests 
chose to dine in, perhaps 
because of the entertainment, 
but carry-out was also avail-
able.

The Old Fashioned Country 
Barbecue required the plan-
ning, assistance and support of 
many members of the Post as 
well as the Ladies Auxiliary. 
Event coordinators were past 
post commander John “Jay” 
Poundstone and his wife, 

Carol, who were responsible 
for most of the planning and 
for overseeing ticket sales and 
set up.

Special thanks are due to 
The Horsehead Boys who 
donated their time and skills to 
help make this event a success, 
said Osteen.

The barbecue dinner is one 
of a number of events hosted 
by Post 86 each year to raise 
funds to support its programs, 
he said. The mission of the 
Post, first and foremost, is 
taking care of veterans. It pro-
vides assistance to veterans 
filing claims for health care, 
compensation or pensions with 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, provides visits and 
excursions for local veterans 
in nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities, and provides 
end of life support to veterans 
in cooperation with Hospice of 
Virginia. 

As part of its mission of 
mentoring youth, the Post 
works with the Air Force 
Junior Reserve Officer Can-
didate Program at Lancaster 
High School, providing scho-
lastic and military awards each 
year to top performing cadets, 
said Osteen. When resources 
permit, the Post also provides 
a scholarship for a college-
bound student. 

In addition, Post 86 provides 
flag retirement service for 
local citizens who have Ameri-
can flags which have reached 
the end of their service life, 
he added. Such flags may be 
dropped off at Lester’s Barber-
shop in Kilmarnock or deliv-
ered to any Post 86 member.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

As a schoolboy, one of my favorite authors 
was Henry Adams, and my favorite book 

that he wrote was Mont-Saint Michel and 
Chartres, which describes his impressions 
from visiting France’s two great medieval 
shrines. Last month while in France we paid 
a family visit to each, and especially at Mont-
Saint Michel, the presence of Henry Adams 
was palpable.

Some families are multi-generational in 
their presence in history. The Adamses qual-
ify for that description. John Adams was a 
Founding Father and second President of the 
United States. His son, John Quincy, had a 
brilliant career in public service that culmi-
nated not in his presidency, but thereafter in 
his service for 17 years in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

His son, Charles Francis, served as Minister 
to Britain during the War Between the States, 
and receives credit for keeping England from 
befriending the Confederacy during the war. 
Henry Adams was his son, and perhaps from 
the pressure of such illustrious progenitors, 
he responded by eschewing politics, instead 
pursuing a literary career. 

To escape what he considered to be the 
torment of contemporary life, he fled to the 
Middle Ages. One questions how he might 

have reacted to more contemporary events 
in history. There in the solitude of the great 
abbey off the coast of Normandy and in the 
glistening interior of Chartres Cathedral illu-
minated by its brilliant medieval stained glass 
windows, he found his home.

On our recent journey, we spent an after-
noon and evening at Mont-Saint Michel and 
a morning in the splendor of Chartres. Mont-
Saint Michel is a geographic as well as an his-
toric wonder. It consists of a huge rock that 
emerges out of the sea off the coastline that 
gradually folds into the waters with no appar-
ent comparable land mass to which the mount 
might have been attached.

On that rock over a thousand years ago 
Benedictine monks took refuge, and began 

building their enormous monastery. The 
French government has preserved the site by 
limiting any development that might impede 
the vistas, and at present by undoing one of 
the mistakes of the past. 

The high tides at Mont-Saint Michel are in 
part what has made the place a sanctuary over 
the centuries. In the 20th century, France con-
structed a causeway to allow for great acces-
sibility to the monastery, one of the nation’s 
most visited tourist sites, but with the rise of 
modern ecological studies, scientists found 
that the causeway was itself causing prob-
lems. 

This year an elevated bridge is rising next 
to the causeway, which will replace it, and the 
causeway will sink into the realm of history. 
The engineering is remarkable to behold, and 
once the project is complete, the mount once 
again will be a free-standing island, rather 
than a man-made lollipop configuration. In 
many trips to France over the years, I had not 
been to Mont-Saint Michel, and I was pleased 
to see the marriage of modern engineering 
and historic preservation taking place.

To climb to the top of the mount, one passes 
through various stairways, and slopes, in all 
ascending a greater height than the Washing-
ton Monument. Every step was well worth the 

effort, not only in seeing the structure itself, 
but also in beholding the view of the Norman 
and Brittan coastline, for Mont-Saint Michel 
rises from the sea immediately next to the old 
province of Brittany. The monastery is not 
a ruin, but an on-going operation, now the 
home of an international religious community 
that replaced the Benedictines a decade ago. 

In Henry Adams’ day, he had to cross to 
the mount by boat, which still might be the 
ideal method, but the new bridge will free the 
waters to do what they do naturally, thus leav-
ing the rock in a more pristine state. 

Adams led a profoundly intellectual life, 
residing in an urban mansion on Lafayette 
Park, across from The White House. The 
Hay-Adams House, an upscale hotel, is on the 
site of Adams’ house, but his lasting physi-
cal monument is across town in Rock Creek 
Cemetery, where he and his wife are buried.

After her suicide, in his despondency he 
commissioned his friend the sculptor, August 
Saint-Gaudens, to place a statue over her 
grave. It has no title, but commonly is known 
as “Grief,” and it is one of the iconic images 
of the nation’s Capital. Henry Adams’ more 
extensive monument abides in the wealth of 
his writing, the centerpiece of which to me 
remains Mont-Saint Michel and Chartres. 

To climb to the top of the 
mount, one passes through 
various stairways, and 
slopes, in all ascending a 
greater height than the 
Washington Monument.

Focal Point

Busy bee

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

(Reprints from the August 19, 1904, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Irvington
Capt. W. L. Messick is in Baltimore this 

week.
Fred Kirkmyer was the guest of friends in 

Urbanna Friday and Saturday.
Miss Carrie Reynolds, of Millenbeck, is vis-

iting Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Sanders.
Miss Hannah Dix is this week visiting her 

cousin, Miss Sadie Barnett, at Toms.
Misses Myrtle and Lilly Brewington are this 

week the guest of friends in Mathews County.
Hesser Pavitt, of Philadelphia, arrived this 

week for a fortnight’s stay with Irving Messick.
Miss Ida Joe Haydon left yesterday to spend 

some time with Miss Annie Stoneham at 
Molusk.

Caught On The Fly
There will be an excursion to Norfolk on the 

steamer Potomac tonight, Friday, August 19, 
given by the young ladies of Christ Church in 
Middlesex county.

Lancastrians are quite proud of the address 
on education delivered at Marvin Grove by 
Prof. D. R. Anderson, of  the Chesapeake Acad-
emy, Lancaster. His fame as a profound thinker 
and able speaker has rapidly spread.

While returning from Marvin Grove  camp 
Monday last, Geo. R. McKenney, of  Iberis, 

had his horse to fall throwing him out of the 
buggy, spraining his leg and bruising him very 
badly. The shafts, dash-board and harness were 
broken, but the horse received no injury.

Kirkland Grove camp, the great Baptist resort 
near Heathsville, Northumberland county, 
begins its ten days’ encampment today. If one 
judges from the labors put forth by those inter-
ested in it and by the success of the two prede-
cessors, Kirkland Grove  will this year enjoy an 
exceptionally good season.

Kilmarnock
Miss Clara Swartz, who has been visiting at 

the home of Mrs. Emma Sherman, has returned 
to her home in Leesburg.

W. B. Demby and family left Monday for 
Bath, Me., and other places north, to be gone 
about three weeks.

While in a practice game of ball Monday 
Henry Dohrman was struck in the face with the 
ball, leaving an ugly bruise.

Lancaster Masons are assembling today in 
monthly conclave. The fraternity does not talk 
much but they seem to be forging strongly 
ahead. 

John L. Hughlett is home from Baltimore, 
and is in quite feeble health. He hopes to recoup 
sufficient to return to Baltimore in a week or so.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 26, at the Upper Lan-
caster County Ruritan Club, 
3989 Whitechapel Road, 
Lively. The speaker will be 
Katrina Blankenship.

A resident of Powhatan 
County, Blankenship is pub-
lisher and editor of The Com-
munity Journal of the North-
ern Neck, a free monthly 

journal that offers news by 
writers interested in inform-
ing the public of local hap-
penings as well as news of a 
global interest, reported presi-
dent Lyn Neira. Blankenship 
is dedicated to keeping free-
dom and truth alive through 
community publications. Her 
current ambitious mission is 
to promote similar journalism 
endeavors in every county in 

America. 
On August 29, 2005, as 

Hurricane Katrina pounded 
the Gulf of Mexico coast, the 
name of Blankenship’s per-
sonal website, Katrina.com, 
got over 15 billion hits within 
one day. Before, during, and 
after the hurricane, the site 
helped thousands in need 
brought by the devastation of 
the hurricane. 

99th District Tea Party to meet August 26

YOUR LETTERS

There are times in our lives 
when our hearts, minds and 
past experiences converge into 
something very special. I’ve 
had the opportunity to discover 
this in my five years as a board 
member at the Boys & Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck. 
Many others in the community, 
who also volunteer at our club 
or elsewhere, frequently find 
that our volunteer hours have 
replaced our past “paid” work-
ing hours, but we also find our 
“pay” is the pleasure in the 
results we see.  

Through the support of 
capable and committed staff 
and dedicated volunteers, 
our youth learn to stretch and 
experience opportunities they 
may never have considered or 
previously explored. Many can 
be seen clustered around our 
volunteers in the afternoon. In 
fact,  youth spend an hour of 
study during our “Power Hour” 
each school day. At the Boys & 
Girls Club, two of our gradu-
ates have just been accepted by 
Hampton University. 

This summer, 195 youth 
have enrolled at the club; 76 
of these are teens from this 
community.  I’ve witnessed 
growing collaboration between 
many community partners 
including churches, schools, 
EYPC (Empowering Youth for 
Positive Change), the YMCA, 
Lancaster Juvenile Probation 
Office, Habitat for Humanity, 
Interfaith, the Northern Neck 
Food Bank and many other 
groups.  In addition to learn-
ing various skills and pos-
sible trades, our members also 
experience the satisfaction of 
giving back to the community 
and club. 

Board members recognize 
past board members who have 
also served since the incep-
tion of the club.  What we have 
learned from them has helped 
us to strengthen the club and 
develop the potential of our 
youth.  

Donna Anderson, 
White Stone

Volunteer
efforts noted

I was troubled to read of 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff Department’s response 
to the body found in the water 
in the Potomac reported in last 
week’s Record. Sheriff Wilkins 
was quoted as saying that since 
the Potomac River is in Mary-
land, he could not retrieve the 
body.

As a 33-year veteran, mostly 
as a supervisor, of a large Vir-
ginia jurisdiction which also 
borders the Potomac River, 
I can say that there is no law 
that prohibits the sheriff from 
responsibly preserving evi-
dence and removing the body 
from the river in those cir-
cumstances. There are many 
options as opposed to leaving 
the body there for hours.

The people of Northum-
berland County deserve more 

Options

competence from their head 
law enforcement officer.

Perhaps even more troubling 
is the statement attributed to 
Wilkins that he has worried 
about this problem for 30 years, 
yet has done nothing to resolve 
it or educate himself about the 
possible solutions. This level 
of ignorance, unfortunately, 
reflects poorly on the men and 
women of his department.

Steve Craig,
Burgess

In last week’s edition, a letter 
writer quoted Jesus as saying 
“You shall know them by their 
fruits.” The writer’s outrageous 
and inflammatory letter was so 
full of misinformation it would 
take too much time and space 
to set the record straight.

However, I will point out that 
the then Senator Obama, voted 
“no” to the invasion of Iraq. 
And, the invasion is how the 
weapons got there in the first 
place. Our Constitution guar-
antees our right to free speech, 
and to a free press. I am grate-
ful to be an American citizen 
and the beneficiary of these 
rights.  

I also believe that these 
rights should be exercised with 
restraint and consideration for 
the rights of others.

But my real problem with 
the letter in question is that the 
Rappahannock Record would 
publish a letter that could make 
the political polarization we 
already have in this country 
even worse. We need to send 
the message to future genera-
tions that we take our freedoms 
responsibly, and with respect 
for all, and that government 
can only work when adults are 
in control. 

We need to send the mes-
sage to all elected officials in 
Virginia and in Washington to 
start doing the jobs they have 
been elected to do, or get off 
the payroll. This goes for both 
parties.

Pauli Dillard, 
Wicomico Church

Outraged

What a wonderful asset the 
community of White Stone 
has in the Lancaster Play-
house.  

I requested a field trip for 
15 students in my Reader’s 
Theater class. The excep-
tional directors and volunteers 
exceeded all expectations.

Mrs. Nunn organized and 
directed an educational, fun, 
and original day for the chil-
dren. Sound and lighting 
technicians, Sue Broadway, a 
dance instructor, Beth Conley, 
a pianist, and her three sons all 
gave up an entire summer day 
to assist us.  

I implore the citizens of the 
Middle Peninsula to support 
the Lancaster Players. My stu-
dents had an exceptional expe-
rience and you will too.

Marlene Moore,
Mathews

Support the
Lancaster Players

Did you happen to see that 
supermoon last week?

Of course you did. How could 
you miss it?

The scientists, astronomers, or 
astrologers posting at Wikipedia 
claim,  “A supermoon is the coin-
cidence of a full moon or a new 
moon with the closest approach 
the moon makes to the Earth on 
its elliptical orbit, resulting in the 
largest apparent size of the lunar 
disk as seen from Earth.”

Who are we to argue with that 
observation?

The Wikipedians also tell us, 
“The term supermoon is not 
used within the astronomical 
community, which uses the term 
perigee-syzygy, or perigee full/
new moon.”

They can call it what they want. 
Just don’t confuse it with  a moon 
illusion, explained by Wikipedia’s 
sky watchers as “an optical illu-
sion in which the moon appears 
larger near the horizon than it 
does while higher up in the sky. 
This optical illusion also occurs 
with the sun and star constella-
tions. It has been known since 
ancient times and recorded by 
various cultures. The explanation 
of this illusion is still debated.”

According to Wikipedia, the 
term ‘supermoon’ is not astro-
nomical, but originated in modern 
astrology.

Either way, that giant lunar 
disk cast a reflection from one 
side of the creek to the other and 
reminded me of a lovers’ moon, 
not to be confused with a lover’s 
moon, nomenclature associated 
with the June moon.

I’m not talking about any 
particular song and I don’t need 
Wikipedia to know what a lovers’ 
moon is.

I’m talking about the glow 
you never forget after falling off 
to sleep in the arms of your true 
love. 

Peering at that supermoon 
the other night, I caught a moon 
beam some 30 years into the past 
when I fell asleep in the arms of a 
beautiful woman as the moon and 
its reflection on the creek illumi-
nated the entire porch.

You know what I’m talking 
about—the kind of moon that 
inspires those romantic songs.

The only problem is, when I 
was moonstruck, I didn’t recog-
nize true love.

You know: “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It 
is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never 
fails.” —I Corinthians 13:4-8 
(NIV)

It could happen again. I could 
meet the right lady. Fall in love. 
Find true love. Recognize it. Act 
on it.

Or maybe this all just an illu-
sion. Blame it on the moon.
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FYI
River Market

Plan your 
Labor

Day Menu
White Stone 435-1725

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

 All resources are limited as the world’s 
exploding population demands more and more 
of the finer things in life. The supply of gems, 
like oil, gold and silver, is limited because they 
were formed millions of years ago during the 
earth’s evolving history, in few places and 
under very unique conditions. Each piece of 
gem material that is now mined, leaves one less 
available to expanding populations, producing 
steadily increasing demand and value.
 Gem stones are a good long-term 
investment when bought at proper prices. They 
combine good investment with a lifetime of 
pleasure and pride. Stop in soon and see ours.

Do you remember?
This 1935 image shows the interior of Albert Noblett’s grocery store. From left are 
Luther George, Linwood Diller, Noblett and Joe Lankford. The Sleep Center now 
occupies the space at 24 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, according to Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service 
of the museum.

YOUR LETTERS

The EPA has issued a notice 
of proposed rulemaking that 
would require states to come 
up with plans to reduce the 
carbon emissions of power 
plants by 30% by 2030. This 
has the potential of increasing 
the costs of electricity to Vir-
ginia citizens.

For a change, the EPA is 
not telling states how to meet 
the targets, it is performance-
based rather than dictatorial. 
They are letting us choose how 
to comply with the rule. The 
EPA focuses on four “building 
blocks” for the best system of 
emissions reductions: improv-
ing efficiency of coal plants; 
switching to natural gas; 
increasing renewables; and 
reducing demand. 

EPA estimates that for every 
$1 invested in complying with 
the rule, Americans will reap 
$7 in health benefits. 

However, it is still a regula-
tion and a potential expansion 
of government bureaucracy.

So, what is the alternative? 
How can we reduce emis-
sions without inflicting pain on 
households?

The answer is a nationwide 
steadily-rising fee on carbon-
based fuels that returns the rev-
enue to the public. This mar-
ket-based solution is favored 
by a number of conservatives 
including Art Laffer, Rea-
gan’s economic advisor; Greg 
Mankiw, advisor to George W. 
Bush and Mitt Romney; and 
George Shultz, Secretary of 
State under Reagan

A revenue-neutral carbon 
fee makes fossil fuels pay their 
true costs to society. It corrects 
the distortion in the free market 
that gives dirty energy an edge 
over clean technology and will 
also reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Studies have shown 
that returning carbon tax rev-
enue to households will enable 
Americans to make this tran-
sition without economic pain 
and will increase jobs.

Conservatives in Congress 
looking for an alternative to 
more EPA regulations should 
consider the market-based 
approach of a revenue-neutral 
carbon fee and dividend. This 
would obsolete the proposed 
regulation.

Gregory T. Haugan, PhD,
Heathsville

A better way, EPA

David Coleman, architect 
of Common Core, has never 
been a teacher. He is a former 
management consultant who 
went on to start a test-score 
analysis company, and later led 
Common Core development.

Funded with over $230 mil-
lion from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation to develop 
programs and encourage polit-
ical support, Common Core 
standards were created with 
insufficient input from real 
educators, without research 
and with no pilot or experi-
mental programs. Corporate 
and political interests, not edu-
cators, organized the campaign 
to standardize it nationwide.

The National Association 

A management
consultant is 
not an educator

for the Education of Young 
Children, the foremost U.S. 
early education professional 
organization, had no role in the 
creation of the K-3 Core Stan-
dards. In New York, one of the 
first states to roll out Common 
Core, achievement test gaps 
have widened among blacks, 
Latinos and whites. Thousands 
of educators, physicians and 
other child advocates oppose 
it. The formerly supportive 
National Education Asso-
ciation has said that Common 
Core will not succeed without 
a major “course correction.”

Opposition to the poorly 
designed Common Core cur-
riculum crosses political lines. 
Liberals question the corpo-
rate takeover of education and 
the one-size, “No Child Left 
Behind” type of approach. 
Conservatives question the 
federal takeover of local public 
schools. Both sides fear it will 
push literature, music, art and 
other creative pursuits even 
further to the sidelines.

How did this change occur? 
It happened because the admin-
istration tied funding for “Race 
to the Top” to each state’s 
agreement to adopt these sup-
posedly college/career-ready 
standards.

Anyone who cares about the 
quality of education would do 
well to add your voice in oppo-
sition to Common Core. Bill 
Gates may be very rich, but I 
would not trust the education 
of our youth to a non-educator 
and college dropout whose 
company stands to make a for-
tune through Common Core.

Donna Doleman,
Heathsville

The new Advanced Place-
ment U.S. History (APUSH) 
framework is different from the 
American history we learned 
in school. Taken as a whole, 

Changes need 
further review

APUSH is a criticism of Amer-
ican beliefs, principles and 
behavior. There are no positive 
perspectives.

There is no Thomas Jeffer-
son, no Benjamin Franklin, 
no Martin Luther King Jr., 
no Rosa Parks, no Holocaust, 
no D-Day, and no Tuskegee 
Airmen. However, there was 
room for the Students for a 
Democratic Society and the 
Black Panthers.

This new APUSH framework 
and exam is different from Vir-
ginia state history standards 
and if our public officials do 
not take action, The College 
Board, led by David Coleman, 
will have re-written the history 
standards for the entire coun-
try. He also is one of the archi-
tects of Common Core and the 
College Board website says 
APUSH, “dovetails with the 
Common Core State Standards 
for reading and writing liter-
acy.” Virginia has not elected 
to use Common Core. 

This is the test students take 
to receive college credit for 
high school work.  

Why can the College Board 
not delay the redesigned cur-
riculum for a year so that it 
can be reviewed for what has 
been left out and what is being 
overly emphasized? 

I am not one to believe that 
America is perfect. Our flaws 
should be taught, but not at the 
elimination of our heroes, our 
strengths or our entrepreneurs. 

Sign the petition to David 
Coleman to delay APUSH for 
one year. The petition is at 
americanprinciplesinaction.
org.

Browse the APUSH frame-
work at the website to get an 
idea of how U.S. history is now 
being portrayed. 

Contact the school board and 
the State Board of Education to 
ask what happened to our state 
standards. 

Michele Tucker,
Lancaster

Northumberland Democrats 
will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
August 28, at the Northumber-
land Public Library, 7204 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heaths-
ville. All are invited.

The  speaker will be Sandra 
Motteshead, a retired rehabili-
tation counselor with the Vir-
ginia Department of Aging and 
Rehabilitative Services who 
served individuals with severe 
mental illness, reported Dave 
Cariens.

Motteshead serves as pro-

Mental health specialist
will address Democrats
Thursday in Heathsville

gram administrator and past 
president of NAMI Mid-Tide-
water. She has supported a 
family member diagnosed with 
a serious mental health disor-
der and advocated for better 
services for those with these 
disorders. 

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record Online
fast. affordable. easy.

804.435.1701 ex 16

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) 
will meet Monday, August 25, 
at the Bank of Lancaster north-
side branch, 432 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. The doors 
will open at 6:30 p.m. for a 
pre-meeting social. The pro-
gram will begin at 7 p.m. 

The agenda will include 
updates for both the Mosher 
and Warner campaigns, 
approval of the upcoming 
year’s budget, and plans for 
a Labor Day picnic, reported 
committee chairman Bob 
Prescott.   

The speaker will be Gregory 
T. Haugan, PhD. His topic will 
be “Current Solutions to Miti-
gate Climate Change.” The 
author of nine books, Dr. 
Haugan is treasurer of the Nor-
thumberland Association of 
Progressive Stewardship, and 
group leader for the Cizens 
Climate Lobby. He also serves 
on the Northumberland Family 
YMCA and the Northumber-
land Public Library boards. 

The meeting is open to 
all. Snacks will be provided by 
volunteers.

Dr. Haugan 
to speak to 
Lancaster 
Democrats Making way for new

Pre Labor Day Sale!
Great savings on selected items

25% off selected pillows, 
rugs, furniture & accessories

Sale dates August 9th 
through September 1st

e, VA

Constance Coling with 
her husband

She’s Playing 
Tennis and 
Running 
After Her 
Grandchildren Again.
After a more conservative approach to repairing her 
injured knee, Constance wasn’t quite ready to resume all the 

activities that made her life so fulfilling. But 

after she and orthopedic surgeon Hugh Bryan 

III, MD, made the decision to replace her knee 

joint, she knew she was back. 

Read Constance’s story at 

riversideonline.com/orthostories.

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-4645.Hugh M. Bryan, III, MD

York River Orthopedic  
& Sports Medicine

riversideonline.com/ortho

“LIKE” 
us on 

Facebook!

RRecord.com
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Arriving soon!
A Rappahannock Record for the digital age!

Beginning this fall, the Record will be providing a new, exciting and 

easier way to read your hometown newspaper electronically:

On your phone: (there’s an app for that)!

On your tablet: (there’s an app for that)!

On your computer: (with a greatly enhanced pdf version)!

While many of our readers still prefer the 

printed version of the Rappahannock 

Record, we know a growing audience for local 

news is connected to the world electronically 

through smartphones, tablets of all sizes, and 

laptop or desktop computers. In September, 

accessing news of Lancaster, Northumberland  

and the surrounding Northern Neck area will 

be easier on all of these devices.

     Through a partnership with Tecnavia 

Press, a replica electronic edition of the 

Record will be available each week in a 

digital format suitable for each device — 

phone, tablet or computer. Subscribers 

log in through the Record website, flip 

through the newspaper pages, enlarge 

them and read the entire paper graphi-

cally (as printed) if desired, or click or tap 

on a story, photo, or advertisement, and 

that item will appear in a new screen in an 

easy-to-read format.

     After the story or advertisement is read, 

it can easily be printed or shared with 

family and friends via email, Facebook or 

Twitter.

Among the new features:

iPhone, iPod; Android apps for Google 

Play and Amazon Kindle, phones and 

tablets; and eReader versions (Kindle, 

Sony Reader, Nook).

entire paper, view a single page or a 

two-page spread, or view thumbnails (a 

display of all the pages in miniature).

of contents, and select content by page, 

section or date (the latest 12 issues will 

be active on the site; older digital ar-

chives may be accessed through a sepa-

rate link).

another, the continued portion will be 

automatically linked to the beginning 

portion.

editorial and advertising content will be 

automatically hyperlinked; click on the 

email address to send email, or click on 

the web address in an advertisement to 

connect to the advertiser’s website.

Page view on a smartphone. Story view on the smartphone.

Page view on an Apple iPad Mini. Photos and story viewed on the Apple iPad Mini.

Computer desktop view of a page with an ad selected for closer viewing, printing, emailing or sharing on Facebook.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:
The e-edition and archives, $35 per year.
Already have a print subscription? Add the e-edition for only $12 per year ($1 per month).

Call 804-435-1701 or visit RRecord.com.


