
LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors has appointed a 
committee of citizens to study the county’s boat tax levy and make rec-
ommendations to the board.

The committee consists of Bruce Saunders from Rappahannock Yachts, 
Clay Holcomb from Chesapeake Boat Basin, former county administra-
tor Bill Pennell and former finance director Jack Larson.

During the discussion last Thursday, Lancaster Commissioner of the 
Revenue George A. “Sonny” Thomas presented a comparison of the 
boat tax rates in Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Middlesex, 
Richmond and Westmoreland 
counties. The report com-
pared seven boat types of 
varying sizes in order to find 
the most accurate differentia-
tion across the five counties.

“It’s really hard to compare 
one jurisdiction to another 
unless you work it down to 
specific boats,” Thomas explained. “Each county uses a different set of 
assessment rules, making it difficult to compare rates.” 

While Lancaster’s effective tax rate is a straightforward $1.52 per $100 
of assessed value, Middlesex and Northumberland each use different 
ratio approaches, he said.

Thomas’s comparisons focused mainly on Lancaster, Middlesex and 
Northumberland counties because he considers the three to be “the most 
competitive localities.”

“You have to understand that depending on the size of the boats, that 
f igure changes. If you’re looking at the smaller boats (less than 30 feet), 
they are higher than we are,” Thomas asserted. “We’re not the highest 
taxing authority in the bay or in the area.”
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Bison farm trip
A trip to Edmonds Farm in Ottoman gave (from left) Henry King, Tyler Wren and Sophie King 
an opportunity to meet and feed hot dog buns to Ginger, a 7-month-old bison calf. Don and Kim 
Edmonds raise bison and a variety of other farm animals and sell the meat over the internet and 
at farmers’ markets. Ginger, who comes when her name is called, has become the family pet and 
has no worry about ever ending up on a bun. Photo by Audrey Thomasson 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland board of supervisors on July 

in the county zoning ordinance and 
decided, 4-1, to keep existing regula-
tions intact.

Proposals to replace the existing 
ordinances with more stringent regula-
tions had been debated for months.

-
nitions of tourist home and bed and 
breakfasts. Bed and breakfasts and 
tourist homes, in which the owner rents 
out individual rooms, will continue to 
require a conditional use permit. The 
county will add a vacation home rental 

rented out. This use will not require a 
conditional use permit.

Board member Richard Haynie made 
the motion, seconded by Joe Self.

“We’ve only had one complaint, and we’ve not had a big issue,” Self said. 
“I think at least we need to try something of this nature and see how it 
works.”

“I’m opposed to it,” said board member Tommy Tomlin. “We’ve turned 
down as many of the tourist homes, we’ve got lawsuits, and now we’re just 
going to pull them up and give up.”

The motion passed 4-1. Haynie, Self, Jim Long and chairman Ronnie Jett 
voted aye, and Tomlin voted nay.

Searching for Claudine J. Gifford
Two volunteers from a K-9 search unit comb the marshes near Little Bay during a massive search July 

professional and volunteer teams searched near White Stone and Cox’s Farm Road for signs of Claudine 
Jaquier Gifford, who was last seen late Sunday, July 6. Gifford’s friends have also organized several 

Photo by Renss Greene

Board appoints committee
to conduct boat tax review

“We’re not the highest taxing 
authority in the bay or in the 
area.” 
—George A. “Sonny” Thomas, 
Commissioner of the Revenue

by Maggie Somerville

Supervisors discuss capital improvements; will negotiate to buy library site
by Maggie Somerville

LANCASTER—When the Lancaster board 
of supervisors met Thursday to discuss pos-
sible borrowing numbers for capital improve-
ment projects (CIP), county administrator 
Frank Pleva advised the board to “guess 
high.”

With all of the changes and expenses the 
county expects over the next several years, 
it would be better to ask the bank for more 
money now although they might need less 
later, said Pleva.

Several board members weighed in on 
what to borrow, including District 1 super-
visor Butch Jenkins who expressed a desire 
to earmark $1.5 to $2 million for community 
recreational facilities. District 3 supervisor 

Jason Bellows and District 4 supervisor Wil-
liam Lee agreed. 

Following further discussion of the num-
bers, chairman Wally Beauchamp of District 
5 introduced a motion calling on Pleva to 
further “explore” borrowing up to $7 million 
dollars over the next 10 years.

After a brief introduction by Lancaster 
school board chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook, new school superintendent Steven 
Parker suggested the board reevaluate some 
capital improvement items on the schools’ 
list.

“We’d like to remove the $350,000 for the 
design and building of the new track,” Parker 
said. “Until we can have some long-range 
plans of what we are going to do with our 
school facilities, I just don’t think that we can 
reasonably spend $350,000 on a new track.”

However, Parker requested CIP funding of 
$250,000 to build a new athletic building at 
the high school that would include changing 
rooms, showers and a wrestling/multipurpose 
room.

Currently, the football team changes in a 
modular classroom (trailer) in conditions that 
Parker, a former football player and coach, 
described as being “completely inadequate 
and depressing.”

Lee questioned Parker’s proposal not to 
rebuild the track.

“There have been a lot of complaints about 
the track,” Lee said, “It just does not exist.”

Parker explained the track is cinder (fine 
grade gravel) and has long been in need of 
repair and will continue to be an issue until 
a decision is made on building new schools.

After the meeting, Westbrook explained the 

school board feels it is “more prudent” now 
to spend $250,000 on a building that serves 
several sports than to commit $350,000 on 
something that serves only one sport.

Supervisors said money saved from 
school capital improvement projects could 
be directed toward the possible purchase of 
the Lancaster Community Library at 235 
School Street, adjacent to the middle school 
in Kilmarnock, once the library vacates the 
property and moves to a facility on Town 
Center Drive some time next year.

“We believe that structure will give us 
space for an alternative education site, and 
certainly for storage,” Parker said.

Beauchamp moved that the school board 
obtain an independent appraisal and begin 
negotiations to purchase the structure. The 
motion passed, 5-0.

Northumberland supervisors
decide to keep existing regs
regarding temporary rentals

Northumberland supervisor 
Richard Haynie moves to 

tourist home and bed and 
breakfast establishments.

by Renss Greene



LANCASTER—A young 
man who walked by Lancaster 
Middle School on his way to 
the community library is now a 
convicted felon. His mistake—
he was wearing a holstered fire-
arm.

Keonta Javonne Smith, 21, 
was walking along the side-
walk on School Street joking 
with a friend when the couple 
found themselves surrounded 
by police and he was arrested 
for having a firearm on school 
property.

Smith’s attorney, Will Hub-
bard, told the court his client 
didn’t realize walking on the 
sidewalk in front of the school 
and across the entrance to the 
school parking lot placed him 
on school property. Hubbard 
said Smith was cooperative and 
would not oppose sentencing 
under the guidelines.

Circuit Court Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III last week sen-
tenced Smith to 12 months in 
jail, all suspended, and forfei-
ture of firearms.

Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham stressed 
the seriousness of the law in 
any case involving a gun on or 
near school property. 

“Going onto school property 

is a ‘strict liability’ type charge 
and a very serious matter in 
light of Columbine and other 
recent events around the coun-
try. The safety of our youth in 
Lancaster is our highest prior-
ity,” Cunningham said in a pre-
pared statement.

“It is unfortunate that this 
individual may have uninten-
tionally committed a felony on 
school property but our mes-
sage is clear and unequivocal: 
firearms will never be permit-
ted on Lancaster School prop-
erty except when carried by 
representatives of law enforce-
ment,” school board chairman 
Robert S. Westbrook, DDS, 
said in a prepared statement. 
“We have zero tolerance of 
any act that might threaten the 
safety of our students and staff, 
regardless of whether that act is 
intentional or not.”

Among other cases heard in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
on July 11 by Judge Taliaferro:

charged with felony assault and 
battery of his wife, was found 
not guilty in a bench trial. 
Judge Taliaferro said the Com-
monwealth did not provide evi-
dence to support the victim’s 
claims. The only two witnesses 
to testify were Smoot and his 
wife.  

Cunningham asked the court 
to amend the probation vio-
lation charge against Sharon 
Sue Evans because drug tests 
revealed prescription drugs 
in her system. The judge sus-
pended all but nine months of 
her sentence of four years, six 
months and gave her credit for 
the six months she had already 
served.

case was continued to 9 a.m. 
October 24. He is charged with 
two felony probation viola-
tions.

was continued to 9 a.m. Sep-
tember 22 because he was not 
transported from Northern 
Neck Regional Jail to Lancaster 
County. Sutton is charged with 
four felonies of drug and gun 
possession and eluding police.

case of probation violation was 
continued to 9 a.m. August 25.

of probation violation was con-
tinued to 9 a.m. August 11.

charged with felony posses-
sion and selling of drugs, was 
released on $10,000 unsecured 
bond.

felony probation violation, was 
denied bond.

InsideNews      July 17, 2014
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & online versions

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $26.00  newspaper only    

❑ $38.00 paper & online versions 

Online (PDF) version only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@RRecord.com

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, Audrey@RappRecord.com
Renss Greene

extension 28, Renss@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, Troy@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, Wayne@RappRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com
Angie Garrett, Accounts Manager
extension 12, Angie@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Anna@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

Single copy: $.75.

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

FYI
River Market

Dinners to go
White Stone 435-1725

KILMARNOCK—Lan-
caster school board on Monday 
approved two administrative 
positions.

Kenith Danial Russell is the 
new assistant superintendent. 
He has a bachelor’s from West 
Virginia University and a mas-
ter’s in education from George 
Mason University as well as 
endorsements in special educa-
tion, administration and super-
vision K-12 and elementary 

education PreK-6. Previously, 
he held positions as assistant 
principal at Culpeper Middle 
School and Eastern View High 
School in Culpeper.

Also, the board approved the 
hiring of Whitney Barrack as 
director of budget and finance. 
Barrack has a bachelor’s in 
finance from Virginia Tech. 
Previously, she held the posi-
tion of assistant vice president 
and branch manager at Union 
First Market Bank in Kilmar-
nock.

KILMARNOCK—Students 
will be paying more for school 
lunches when they return to 
class in the fall. The Lan-
caster school board approved 
a 10 cents across-the-board 
increase Monday to comply 
with a mandate from the Vir-
ginia Department of Educa-
tion.

According to Stephanie 
Coleman, director of food ser-
vice, the schools are required 
to increase the lunches by 
$0.34, but have the option to 
take a 10 cents increase this 
year and add an additional 24 
cents in the 2015-16 school 
year.   

With the board choosing to 
go with the step increase, the 
primary school cafeteria lunch 
will go from $2.10 to $2.20 in 
the next school year, increas-
ing to $2.44 in September 
2015. Both the middle school 
and high school were charging 
$2.25. In the fall, students will 
pay $2.35 and the following 
year, the charge will go up to 
$2.59.

Children on the reduced 
lunch program will pay 40 
cents at all schools.

District 3 school board 
member Don McCann asked 
why the schools must comply 
with the mandate if “our 
school cafeteria is completely 
self-sufficient.”

Superintendent Steven 
Parker said lunch prices are 
increasing partly because 
of the federal government’s 
requirement to meet healthier 
standards and partly because 
food prices are increasing.

Also, according to Julie 

Grimes, media director for 
the Virginia Department of 
Education, “the increase is 
demanded by the Department 
of Agriculture as part of the 
‘paid lunch equity’ program.”

The details are in a little-
publicized component of the 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act of 2010, which requires 
schools participating in the 
national lunch program to 
charge, on average, no less 
for paid student meals than 
the district receives in federal 
free meal subsidies—about 
$2.50 to $3. In Lancaster, the 
number is $2.65.

Even though Lancaster has 
a self-sustaining food pro-
gram, because the district 
participates in the national 
program which includes free 
and reduced lunches, the 
schools are required to have 
a “pay-equity rate.” Lancaster 
lunch prices fall below the 
required $2.65 per meal rate 
and are, therefore, subject to 
the increase.

WARSAW—Bay Transit director Ken Pol-
lock recently announced fixed route public 
transportation service will begin serving parts 
of the Northern Neck on July 21.

“For a long time, Bay Transit has been explor-
ing different ways to deliver the type of trans-
portation services people in the Northern Neck 
need,” said Pollock. “Providing public transpor-
tation in a rural area is very challenging and we 
are excited about our maiden voyage into deliv-
ering fixed route service in the Northern Neck.”

Neck Connect will have multiple designated 
stops in Montross, Warsaw Village, Callao and 
Lottsburg. Initially, service hours will extend 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days.

Neck Connect rides will be free through 

August 31.  Beginning September 1, the Neck 
Connect fare will be 50 cents per ride, or resi-
dents can receive a free all-day pass when they 
pay their $2 fare on the rural route that will con-
nect Neck Connect.

Some of the stops include the Montross Food 
Lion, the A.T. Johnson Human Services Build-
ing, the Warsaw Counseling Center, Warsaw 
Food Lion, Rappahannock Community College 
(beginning in the fall), the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission, Village BP Station, Callao 
Shell Station and the Lottsburg Fasmart.

Full details and schedule information for 
Neck Connect is available at Bay Transit, 11 
Commerce Parkway in the Warsaw Industrial 
Park, local businesses and baytransit.org. Bay 
Transit is a service of Bay Aging.

IRVINGTON—A represen-
tative from Aqua Virginia was 
on the firing line last week after 
the town lost water service due 
to an unannounced repair.

Tim Castillo, manager 
of operations for the water 
service, said the problem 
occurred when a new contrac-
tor was sent in to fix a leak near 
the end of King Carter Drive. 
He didn’t give prior notice and 

Bay Transit to expand
services in some areas

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

Irvington loses water service during repair
by Audrey Thomasson shut down water service to the 

entire town rather than just the 
affected area, he said.

“We had a contractor who 
ignored Aqua’s procedures and 
shut down the water without 
prior notification,” said Cas-
tillo.

Council members noted 
there are shut-off valves 
installed all over town in 
order to prevent a loss of 
water service to everyone 
based on one leak at the end 
of the system.

Several members suggested 
putting a penalty system in 
place for sub-contractors who 
don’t follow established pro-
cedures.

“Water was cut off to 100 
hotel guests at the Tides Inn...
at noon,” said councilman 
Gene Edmonds. He asked Cas-
tillo to supply a map of the cut-
off valves in town, “so we can 
shut off the water at the prob-
lem area,” until a repair crew 
arrives.

Kenith Danial Russell Whitney Barrack

School board approves two
administrative appointments

by Audrey Thomasson

School lunch prices on the rise
by Audrey Thomasson
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It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

12 Craft Beers
BBQ: Savannah Joe’s
Music: James Justin & Co
$30 Ticket includes BBQ, Music, Souvenir Glass & Four Craft Beer Tastings

TICKETS LIMITED.  Rain or Shine.  Purchase/Info: christchurch1735.org

Historic Christ Church, 420 Christ Church Road, Weems, VA 22576

Funds Benefit Preservation of Historic Christ Church

Raise the Roof

CRAFT BEER Fest

A T  H I S T O R I C  C H R I S T  C H U R C H

Saturday, 4-8pm

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“10 Gourmet Burgers, Beer & Wine”

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
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Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported misde-
meanor charges against one individual.

An Oakland Park man, 38, was charged 
July 9 with domestic assault and battery. 
Activity Report

July 8: Staff responded to a possible 
trespass complaint on Oak Leaf Drive (no 
trespass involved); and received a walk-
in complaint of abuse (arrest reported on 
July 9).

July 9: Staff responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Ocran Road, and to a possible 
residential burglary in the 3700 block of 
Merry Point Road (no criminal incident); 
received a burglary report from the Church 
of the Nazarene on Whisk Drive ($100 
cash stolen; 2 doors, 2 lock sets, 1 window, 
1 file cabinet, garden umbrella, safe, cash 
box destroyed; $2,350 loss),  a destruction 
of property report from Steamboat Road 
(collection box destroyed; $125 loss), and a 
destruction of property complaint from the 
2300 block of Irvington Road (no damage/
loss value provided); and checked on the 
well-being of a Christopher Drive resident 
at the request of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services required); 

 July 10: Staff checked on the well-
being of a pedestrian reportedly in the 
median between Kilmarnock and White 
Stone (subject routinely walks that route); 
responded to a lottery-related complaint 
at the Mollusk convenience store, and  to 
a domestic disturbance on Woods Drive; 
received an attempt to defraud report from 
Walmart (subjects attempted to exchange 
for cash numerous items that had not been 
purchased), a report of an injured osprey 
found on Westwood Road and contacted 
a licensed wildlife rehabilitation special-
ist, and a larceny report from Whispering 
Pines Road (Schwinn 27” 10 speed bicy-
cle; $100 loss).

July 11: Staff checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program participant after 
prearranged telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency services needed); 
notified county administration about 
the need to replace a county road sign at 
Chases & Poplar Neck roads; responded 
to a shots fired complaint in the area of 
Summers Lane; received a complaint 
from a Waterview Drive resident of a pos-
sible attempted fraud (calls received from 
804-438-6910, requesting information in 
order to “lower your credit card interest”), 
and a report of a motorcyclist traveling on 
Jesse Dupont Memorial Highway towards 
Kilmarnock at an estimated 100 mph (no 
officer in position to attempt to intercept). 

July 12: Staff responded to a domes-
tic disturbance on Twin Branch Road, to a 
domestic disturbance/assault reported by a 
female pedestrian in the area of Lumber-
lost Road (unable to locate the complain-
ant who is well-known to the patrol staff), 
to Southport Lane to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) in locating sus-
pects involved in a theft from a parked 
vehicle; received an attempted fraud com-
plaint from a Middle Gate resident (caller 

claimed a $5,000 debt, demanded payment, 
and told the victim that he was coming to 
town to collect payment); responded to the 
18400 block of Mary Ball Road to assist 
an elderly citizen with a wild animal com-
plaint and to a domestic disturbance on 
Shore Drive (both subjects involved with 
alcohol).

 Staff responded to Campbell 
Road on a complaint of approximately 
100 cars blocking the roadway (all vehi-
cles were found to be parked off of the 
roadway); to a domestic disturbance on 
Joyful Way (argument over car keys); to a 
destruction of property complaint on Jef-
ferson Street (steps taken from a dock); to 
an E911 disconnect call on Old Mill Cove 
Road (telephone line problem); and to an 
assault by threat complaint on Belmont 
Drive (band members arguing over can-
celled practice; alcohol involved); received 
a trespass complaint on Henry’s Island 
(no criminal incident); checked on the 
well-being of a Kilmarnock area resident 
at the request of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed); and assisted 

Virginia State Police (VSP) involved with 
a traffic stop in White Stone.

July 14: Staff conducted a trailer inspec-
tion in order for the owner to obtain vehicle 
registration; received a walk-in complaint of 
an attempted fraud (complainant received 
a text message that advised he was being 
investigated by the FBI, computer virus 
involved),  received a walk-in complaint 
related to recovery of personal property in a 
domestic case; responded to an assault call 
on Regina Road, to a traffic complaint on 
Carters Cove Drive, to the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge on a motorist’s report 
of furniture interfering with traffic (VDOT 
notified and the bridge was cleared for traf-
fic), and to a domestic disturbance on James 
Wharf Road; and intercepted a vehicle 
reported without trailer lights on N. Main 
Street.

Staff also conducted 15 traffic stops, 
issued six summonses, assisted four 
motorists, handled two calls for traffic 
control, investigated five building alarms, 
and fielded five calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a fire call on Peirces 
Road. White Stone VFD responded to a fire 
alarm on Old Point Toad and with Kilmar-
nock VFD to a commercial smoke alarm on 
School Street. 

Northumberland County Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Benjamin Matthew Gray, 32, of Lotts-
burg was charged July 7 with felony stran-
gulation and assault and battery of a family 
member.

Shadonta Lateef Beane,18, of Reedville 
was charged July 8 with robbery and assault 
and battery. Beane was arrested by the Lan-
caster County sheriff’s office.

David Russell Roberts, 18, of Callao was 
charged July 10 with assault and battery 
of two police officers, possession of mari-
juana, possession of alcohol under age and 
resisting arrest.

Charley Lee Jenkins, 34, of Callao was 
charged July 10 with a capias to show cause 
from the Northumberland County Circuit 
Court.

A Lancaster man, 30, was charged July 8 
with trespassing.

A Callao man, 21, was charged July 9 
with assault and battery of a family member.

A Reedville man, 76, was charged July 11 
with petit larceny.

A Cobbs Creek woman, 26, was charged 
July 11 with a capias attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A White Stone man, 18, was charged July 
12 with driving under the influence of alco-
hol, possession of alcohol under age and 
a summons for failing to stay right of the 
unmarked highway.

A Callao man, 45, was charged July 13 
with being drunk in public.

LANCASTER—Despite 
extensive search efforts, sup-
ported by local businesses and 
volunteers, and state resources, 
Claudine J. Gifford, 43, of the 
Burgess area, has yet to be found, 
according to a statement from 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office Monday, July 14. 

Gifford was seen last in the 
early evening of Sunday, July 
6, in the area of Windmill Point 
Marina, according to the release.

On Saturday, 53 volunteers 
plus support staff of Virginia’s 
state search and rescue groups 
converged at Windmill Point 
to conduct a thorough, detailed 
search for Gifford or any evi-
dence related to her and her dis-
appearance.  

Participating in the search 
were members of the Shenan-
doah Mountain Rescue Group 
of Vienna, Greater Atlantic 
Rescue Dogs of Virginia Beach, 
Piedmont Search and Rescue 
of Richmond, Tidewater Search 
and Rescue of Virginia Beach, 
Virginia Search and Rescue Dog 
Association of Northern Vir-
ginia, Dogs East of Spotsylvania, 
and K-9 Alert of Richmond.

This combined search group 
arrived with its own command 
post and staff complete with 
radios, maps and GPS map-
ping equipment, according to 
the statement. The search teams 
covered all land and marsh areas 

from Oyster House Drive south 
to the end of Windmill Point 
Road. A separate search area, 
between the Corbin Lewis Estate 
and Close Quarters subdivision, 
was included because Gifford’s 
cellphone was “pinged” off the 
cell tower in that area after she 
went missing. 

A detailed GPS report will be 
provided to the sheriff’s office 
later this week, showing where 
each search team member went 
throughout the 12 hours it took 

to cover both areas.  Investiga-
tor D.S. Hogge arranged for the 
state search and rescue units to 
conduct the extensive search 
operation.

Supporting the volunteers and 
other state and local agencies 
were the White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department (ice, tables 
and chairs for meals); Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Department 
(cook staff), Anna’s Pizza (food 
and drink), Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad (medical 
stand-by for search personnel), 
Lloyd B. Hubbard (food tent), 
Windmill Point Marina (electri-
cal services, 2 boats slips, golf 
cart, command post location), 
Sports Center (commercial grill 
for meal preparation), Virginia 
State Police (helicopter unit), 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (boat and crew), 
and the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Services (coordi-
nated request for state search and 

rescue volunteers).
Sheriff Crockett compli-

mented the search and rescue 
volunteers, saying “It’s amaz-
ing to see so many volunteers 
who spend their time and their 
money to help someone else.  All 
of these people have my thanks 
for coming out to help.  It was 
hot, tiring work, and not the 
first complaint from any one of 
them.” 

Anyone wishing to make a 
donation to the search and rescue 
teams may do so by contacting 
the sheriff’s office.  

“I could not have asked for 
more help from the local busi-
nesses, fire departments, and 
individuals who have done their 
best to help my office with this 
case. We are all truly very grate-
ful to the community that never 
fails to come forward when help 
is needed.”

Lt. E.T. Self, chief investigator 
in charge of the case, said, “EMS 
Chief Terry McGregor was awe-
some. He was on site the entire 
time doing whatever needed to 
be done to help the search opera-
tion run smoothly.  The VMRC 
boat operator not only helped 
with the shoreline search on 
Thursday and again on Saturday, 
he helped with the ground search 
on Thursday as well. Doc Lyons, 
a retired state police investigator 
and now with the Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office, 
was most helpful with his exper-
tise as a consultant on cases of 
this nature. Glenn Rowe, who 
handles the county’s E911 map-
ping system, provided us with 
the oversized detailed maps of 
the search areas that were vital 
to the coordination of the search 
teams.”

Although any active search 
operation has been curtailed, 
the investigation as to what hap-
pened to Gifford is still active.

Investigation continues regarding whereabouts of Claudine J. Gifford

From left, Lt. E.T. Self and Sheriff Ronnie Crocket 
strategize on search efforts with investigators and 

Photo by Audrey Thomasson

  Update
The Lancaster County Sheriff ’s Office is interested in 
speaking with four white males who assisted Clau-
dine Gifford into a silver, four-door Nissan sport util-
ity vehicle July 6, near the tiki bar at Pelican’s at the 
Point, 40 Windjammer Lane, Windmill Point. 
  These four males are asked to contact Lt. E.T. Self or 
Inv. D.S. Hogge at the sheriff ’s office, 462-5111. 

Anyone with information 
about Gifford’s disappearance, 
no matter how insignificant it 
may seem, is asked to contact the 
Lancaster Sheriff’s Office, 462-
5111, or call Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers, 462-7463.

Gifford’s friends have assisted 
with the search, printed and dis-
tributed flyers containing Gif-

ford’s photo, and established a 
Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/bringclaudinehome.

One of the Facebook posts 
notes that a “Richard Gifford/
Bring Claudine Home” fund has 
been established at the Bank of 
Lancaster to assist with search 
expenses and help family mem-
bers while here in Lancaster.

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
is looking for a missing person.

Claudine Jaquier Gifford, 43, was last 
seen leaving the Windmill Point area 
about 8:30 p.m. July 6. She is described 
as a white female, with brown eyes, has 
wavy sandy blond hair. She is 5 feet  4 
inches tall and weighs 112 pounds.

She was last seen wearing jeans, san-
dals and a multi-colored tank top. 

The sheriff ’s office is seeking any 
information on Claudine Gifford. 

Report related information to Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers at 462-
7463, or the sheriff ’s office at  462-5111.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME SOLVERS

Claudine Jaquier  Gifford

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  
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Free* 7-pc. gift
with any Clinique purchase of $27 or more! a $70 value.
Your gift includes: Turnaround Overnight Radiance Moisturizer, Dramatically Different 
Moisturizing Lotion+, Colour Compact, Different Lipstick, Lash Doubling Mascara, 
Take The Day Off Makeup Remover for Lids, Lashes & Lips, plus colourful Cosmetics Bag.
*Quantities are limited. One Bonus to a client, per event. While supplies last.  

Now through August 2 in store, online or order toll-free 1-800-743-8730. 

**

your town. your store. peebles.com

Clinique now available only at

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumber-
land board of supervisors on July 10 
voted to join Essex, Lancaster, Richmond 
and Westmoreland counties in an ambu-
lance billing program.

The Emergency Ambulance Service 
Revenue Recovery Board (EASRRB), 
administrated by the Northern Neck Plan-
ning District Commission, will establish 
billing practices for Northumberland and 
is meant to help recoup the costs of ambu-
lance service.

Northumberland will make an initial 
$25,000 contribution to the program, and 
afterwards pay a 5% fee on bills actually 
collected by the EASRRB. Northumber-
land will set its own billing rates.

The motion was adopted by a unani-
mous 5-0 vote.

IRVINGTON—On a 4-1 vote, 
the town council approved a new 
ordinance last week that allows 
hunting within town limits. No 
residents were in attendance for 
the public hearing.

Councilman Wayne Nun-
nally was the only member to 
vote against the amendments. 
He did not state his objections.

A last-minute change was 
added, based on state code.

“The town cannot require a 
permit...according to the code 
of Virginia,” said town attor-
ney Wes Charlton. 

As approved, the ordinance 
allows deer to be taken with 
bows and arrows and cross-
bows during the archery 
season, and general firearms 
during deer season. Nuisance 
species defined under state 
law can be taken according 
to applicable state statues and 
regulations. 

The use of dogs to hunt 
within the town limits is pro-
hibited at all times.

HEATHSVILLE—County 
supervisors on July 10 attacked 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation’s handling 
of roads in Northumberland 
County.

Members of the board 
voiced their dissatisfaction to 
VDOT Northern Neck resi-
dency administrator David 
Brown. The discussion was 
prompted by a resolution to 
use leftover funds from another 
project to fund expansion of a 
turn lane on Northumberland 
Highway at Academic Lane, 
which the board did not adopt. 
Several board members said 
they would prefer a stoplight, 
and the proposed resolution 
does not solve the problem at 
the intersection.

“I can’t support this,” said 
board member Tommy Tomlin. 
“I’d rather have the money sent 
somewhere else than wasted 
there.”

“I still want the money 
spent here in Northumberland 
County,” said board member 
Joe Self. “I don’t want it to go 
out of the county. But I really 
think that some of your people 
need to look at this from a 
common-sense approach.”

Board member Jim Long 
said the speed limit on Light 
Street is dangerous for the chil-
dren there.

“I’m really upset about the 
results of Light Street,” Long 
said. “I’m planning to talk to 
the delegate, Margaret (Ran-
sone.)”

Board chairman Ronnie Jett 
said VDOT isn’t listening to 
public input and lacks common 
sense.

“Does anybody use common 
sense when they figure this 
stuff?” Jett asked. “I mean, the 
degree’s not worth the paper 
it’s written on if you don’t 
put some common sense that 
way,”

Board members also said the 

speed limit is too high in part 
of Heathsville.

“Suppose a tractor trailer 
comes through loaded with 
gasoline and turns over on that 
turn, and that ignites,” said 
board member Richard Haynie. 
“A quarter of Heathsville’s 
gone. Same thing could happen 
down there at the school.”

Brown explained that 
VDOT’s models do not recom-
mend a signal at the intersec-
tion of Northumberland High-
way and Academic Lane based 
on traffic volume, accident 
history, and delays, and that 
traffic signals can increase the 
number of rear-end collisions.

Board members asked 
Brown to set up a meeting 
with, in Self’s words, “some-
body who has some author-
ity to do something. Someone 
who’s going to listen.”

They also acknowledged that 
Brown is not responsible for 
their frustrations with VDOT 
and thanked him for his work.

FREDERICKSBURG—
The Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) 
begins patching the concrete 
deck on the Downing Bridge 
this week. 

Motorists can expect delays 
on the bridge from 8 p.m. 
Thursday, July 17, to 5 a.m. 
Friday, July 18.

During the patching 
operation motorists will be 
restricted to one lane on the 
bridge.

The Downing Bridge carries 
Route 360 traffic across the 
Rappahannock River between 
Richmond and Essex counties 
at Tappahannock. 

SALUDA—A fourth suspect 
has been arrested in connec-
tion with the alleged shooting 
death of a Gloucester man that 
occurred July 5 in Water View. 

Although he is not charged 
with murder, Shacklefords 
Kendrick Jarrell, 27, of Shack-
lefords in King and Queen 
County, is charged with the 
felony of street gang partici-
pation in a predicate criminal 
act, and the misdemeanor of 
malicious wounding, reported 
Major M.E. Sampson of the 
Middlesex Sheriff’s Office. Jar-
rell was arrested in King and 
Queen County on July 10.

Jarrell remains in jail and is 
scheduled for arraignment on 
Friday, July 18.

Three other men remain in jail 
charged in the shooting death 
of 20-year-old Raheem Trevon 
Williams, 20, of Gloucester 
County. He allegedly was shot 
on July 5, about 2 a.m. at a party 
in the Water View area. 

According to police reports, 
deputies responded to a “shots 
fired” call at a party in the 300 
block of Rocks Drive at about 2 
a.m. July 5, in the Water View 
area of Middlesex County. 
When deputies arrived they dis-
covered Williams on the ground 

and unresponsive. 
Another man, Marcus Ham-

mond, was wounded during the 
alleged shooting.

The three suspects were 
arrested on July 7. According 
to the Virginia Court website, 
Anthony Montey Frazier, 22, 
of Shacklefords is facing three 
felony charges including first-
degree murder, street gang par-
ticipation in a predicate crimi-
nal act, and use of a firearm in 
the commission of a felony. He 
also is charged with the misde-
meanor of malicious wounding.

Two other suspects, Deme-
trius Paige, 22, of Shacklefords, 

and Karim J. Paige, 19, of 
Jamaica in Middlesex County 
also were arrested July 7. 
According to the Virginia Court 
website, D. Paige and K. Paige 
are each charged with being a 
principal in the second degree 
to murder in the first degree, 
and as a principal in the second 
degree to the misdemeanor of 
malicious wounding.

The Cornell University Law 
School Legal Information Insti-
tute website defines principal in 
the second degree as “a person 
that is present at the scene 
of a crime and aids, abets, or 
encourages the commission of a 

crime with the required criminal 
intent.”

D. Paige and K. Paige are also 
charged with street gang partici-
pation in a predicate criminal 
act.

Last week a judge provided 
three court appointed attorneys 
to represent Frazier, D. Paige, 
and K. Paige.

Bond hearings for these three 
suspects are set for Friday, 
July 18, at 9 a.m. in Middlesex 
County General District Court. 

Anyone with information 
regarding this crime should call 
the Middlesex County Crime 
Line at 758-5600. 

Road rage directed at VDOT officials

Northern Neck residency administrator David Brown 

Northumberland County.

by Renss Greene

Four arrests made in fatal shooting July 5 in Water View

Hunting is
now allowed
in Irvington

by Audrey Thomasson

Deck work
begins on the 
Downing Bridge 

Northumberland County joins ambulance billing coalition
by Renss Greene WHY
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Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters
Upholstery

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

Auditions

July 22 & 23, 2014 

7:00 PM
The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone

This musical comedy has roles for ages 20 - 60’s

435-3776
lancasterplayers.org

Pearl Clothing
35 S. Main St. Kilmarnock

because “Life is
too short to 
wear boring

clothes.”
-Coco Chanel

because “Life
too short 
wear bori

clothe
-Coco C

Designs By Rappahannock Flowers
(formerly Rappahannock Florist)

$10 Bouquet Fridays
Get out of the doghouse or just 
start your weekend off right!
For a limited time only

3443 Irvington Road
Irvington, VA

(804) 438-5800 / (804) 438-6422

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
RENT SPACES

 CONDUCT ESTATE SALES

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
1-800-497-0083

www.virginia-antiques.com

79th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 31st - AUGUST 9th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

79th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2014 FORD MUSTANG

Provided by Bill Talley Ford & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

LOTTSBURG—Schoo l 
board members swiftly and 
unanimously voted Monday 
night to appropriate Nor-
thumberland’s $16,207,863 
school budget for 2014-15. 

The appropriation was part 
of 15 different action items 
requiring a vote and took less 
than two minutes. Voting to 
approve the budget appropri-
ation were chairman Richard 
Saxer, vice chairman Betty 
Christopher, Susan Saunders 
and Gerald Howard. Dean 
Sumner was absent. 

According to school 
superintendent Rebecca 
Gates, the board did what it 
was instructed to do by the 
county supervisors, who at 
their July meeting granted 
the schools its funding in a 
new form. Instead of simply 
giving the schools a lump 
sum in local funding, the 
supervisors granted the 
money categorically in seven 
different categories in an 
effort to eliminate shifting 
money from category to cat-
egory throughout the year. 

“Anytime we want to move 
money, we have to ask,” said 
Gates. 

The budget, she said, was 
“amended matching the cat-
egorical amounts provided 
to us.”

The school board origi-
nally proposed a $17,383,259 
budget, which included a 3% 
raise for all staff and five 
new hires. The request was a 
$1,399,828 increase over the 
2013-14 budget. 

Supervisors actually cut 
local funding by $413,679 
which allowed the schools to 
increase the budget by only 
$224,432 from other funding 
sources. 

That allowed for a 1% raise 
for all staff, according to the 
school system’s new finance 
director Lynn Mason. Shav-

ing the raise from 3% to 
1% saved the schools some 
$250,000. 

“We also fine-tuned some 
other figures and made some 
minor reclassifications,” 
said Mason. 

Despite the supervisors’ 
recent request for the budget 
changes, there was no dis-
cussion from the school 
board Monday night before 
approving the appropria-
tions. 

In other action, the board 
voted to hire Mason as 
its f inance director and 
approved Sean Lewis as an 
English teacher at the high 
school. 

The board also recognized 
the achievements of Nor-
thumberland’s high school 
baseball team, which won 
the 2014 Group 1A state 
championship, and its track 
team, which also brought 
home three state titles. 

The board also acknowl-
edged graduate Alexander 
Pitman for receiving the 
VASDDC Jenny Bradley 
Memorial Scholarship. 

In her first meeting as 
the new assistant superin-
tendent for instruction, Dr. 
Holly Wargo recognized 
new elementary school prin-
cipal Theresa Larsen and 
new middle school principal 
Michael Ransome. 

Northumberland schools 
will hold their f irst Back to 
School Rally on Saturday, 
August 23, according to Dr. 
Wargo. The rally, which will 
include music and food, is 
from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
NMS/NHS auditorium and 
campus and is for all stu-
dents, families, teachers, 
staff and administration of 
Northumberland schools. 
The idea is to educate stu-
dents and families about 
events and activities and get 
them excited about the new 
school year, said Dr. Wargo.

Refreshing effort

White Stone, these three boys had prime time and space 
in front of the market to sell their homemade molasses 
cookies and lemonade to a big lunchtime crowd last 
Friday. Afterwards, the boys donated over half their 

thanks to all who took the time to support their energy 
and efforts.  

LANCASTER—Planning 
commission members will 
continue discussing revisions 
to the zoning ordinance deal-
ing with historic resources at 
7 p.m. tonight, July 17, at the 
Lancaster County Administra-

NEWPORT NEWS—
The 
Resources Commission 
will convene at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 22, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washing-
ton Avenue, Newport News. 
Habitat applications are gen-
erally considered first, fol-
lowed by fisheries items.

Public hearings slated at 
noon include proposals to 
establish the Virginia 2014 
commercial bluefish quota at 
886,040 pounds and to update 
the recreational license fees 
for the Combined Sport-
fishing License, the 5-day 
Combined Sportfishing Trip 
License, and the Tidal Boat 
Sport Fishing License.  

The proposed draft regu-
lations may be viewed at 
VMRC Headquarters.

Written comments on the 
proposals should be pro-
vided to Robert L. O’Reilly, 
VMRC Fisheries Manage-
ment Division, 2600 Wash-
ington Avenue, Third Floor, 
Newport News, VA 23607, by 
noon Monday, July 21.

The commission also will 
address 2014-15 oyster fish-
ery issues including propos-
als to:

public oyster harvest seasons.

procedures. 
-

vest Safety Certification of 
all shellfish harvesters by 
2015.

harvester to report his har-
vest of public oysters sepa-
rately.

Related discussion could 
lead to further consideration, 
staff action or recommenda-
tions, or scheduling of public 
hearings.  

Raises trimmed to 
1% in school budget

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The Agenda
Local Government News

tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

A public hearing will be held 
on an application from Atlan-
tic Metal Products Inc., owner, 
and Randy Moubray, contract 
purchaser, for a change of 
zoning classification from gen-
eral residential to commercial. 
The 6.35-acre parcel is at 1740 
Irvington Road at the site of 
the former One-Whay Sanita-
tion.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Mari lyn ext.  11

(804) 776-9891
“Serving Virginia 

Since 1979”

Expert 
Carpet, Rug & Floor Cleaning 

Total Cleaning Services
For Home, Cottage, Boat
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

NIMES, France—Our family jaunt 
through my good wife’s ancestral coun-

try has brought us to its former capital of 
Nimes. Perhaps I am being a bit too historic 
and semantically eccentric, as Nimes ceased 
to be the “capital” of the Roman province 
of Gaul nearly two millennia ago. I came 
here decades ago, and we are here today as 
a family for two specific reasons: to see the 
Amphitheater dating from the time of the 
Emperor Augustus Caesar and its contempo-
rary, the Maison Carré.

The Amphitheater, or Arena, is the best 
preserved structure of its kind from Roman 
times. It is an oval, approximately 600 feet 
by 150 feet. It could seat over 20,000 people, 
and remains in use 2,000 years after the 
Romans built it. The fabric is local sand-
stone, and the design is typical of similar 
Roman structures. In essence it is a miniature 
version of the Coliseum in Rome, but fortu-
nately, it did not experience the fate of the 
more famous arena and become a “quarry” 
for the supply of stone for the building of 
medieval structures. 

Regrettably, we see the interior today with 
modern, portable, steel seating designed to 
make the attendees at rock concerts more 
comfortable than if they were sitting on the 
bare stone. The Amphitheater had its social 

side as well in that the seating replicated the 
strata of society, with more important people 
having spaces closer to the floor, and lesser 
individuals being in Siberia, that is, high up 
in the nose-bleed sections.

The Amphitheater is a wonderful expe-
rience, but the great gem of Nimes is the 
Maison Carré, which translates as the 
“Square House.” I am not the first Virginian 
to make that observation. Over a quarter of 
a millennium ago, Thomas Jefferson was in 
awe of its pure classical style and simplicity. 
He recorded its dimensions, and the impres-
sions it made on his architectural mind led 
him to replicate the building in his design for 
the Virginia State Capitol. 

Jefferson wanted the new state to return to 

ancient Rome for its political and aesthetic 
inspiration. Thus, he chose this exquisite box 
of a building with its magnificent columned 
portico as his model for what he planned for 
the hill in Richmond. The Maison Carré is 
the focal point of what was a Roman Forum 
in the center of Nimes, whereas Jefferson 
was able to profit from the imposing height 
advantage he had in Richmond. To the 
dismay of many over the last two centuries, 
the City of Richmond did not bar buildings 
from going up in front of the Capitol that 
have blocked the immediacy of its connec-
tion with the James River, and to my own 
horror, Nimes has allowed the erection of a 
grotesque modern monstrosity, designed by 
an English architect, overlooking the Maison 
Carré.

As we were leaving the Richmond airport, 
what I still call Byrd Field, I commented to 
the B.E.s that I saw a picture of the Maison 
Carré behind them. They spun around only 
to see the familiar Capitol. I told them to 
remember it for comparison with the Maison 
Carré 10 days later. Once here they remarked 
that they were “seeing the Capitol again.” 
That Jeffersonian heritage spread rapidly, 
and continues to exist in the numerous capi-
tols, courthouses, train stations and banks 
that replicate his copy of the Maison Carré.

We have been to the other Roman vestiges 
here in Nimes, the so-called Temple of Diana, 
the goddess of the hunt, which probably was 
a temple to Augustus, and the Tour Magne, a 
massive tower on the highest point, from the 
top of which one overlooks the entire city and 
far away into the mountains in the distance. 

These Roman survivals make the city a 
wonderful place to visit, and fortunately they 
have not been “discovered” to the extent of 
making the streets wall-to-wall people. Per-
haps Virginians have a special affinity with 
Nimes because of Thomas Jefferson, but 
nearly everyone in America, indeed world-
wide, either has personally or visually been 
under the influence of the city’s most famous 
legacy.

In the Middle Ages Nimes was an impor-
tant center for cloth manufacturing, particu-
larly noted for the tough fabric woven here. 
It came to be known as the cloth “of Nimes.” 
In French, the words are “de Nimes,” but 
we know their abbreviated form “denim,” 
thus, everyone who either has worn or seen 
blue jeans has been part of the heritage of 
this city. Indeed, although Thomas Jefferson 
might not have worn jeans, the millions who 
have, whether consciously or not, continue to 
spread the fame of this place with its fasci-
nating inheritance from Roman times.

In French, the words are “de 
Nimes,” but we know their 
abbreviated form “denim,” 
thus, everyone who either 
has worn or seen blue jeans 
has been part of the heritage 
of this city. 

by Karina Gaines

Focal Point

Supermoon, Saturday, July 12, 2014.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

It happened 80 years ago.
Franklin D. Roosevelt was in the White 

House and, among many accomplishments, 
he would become the first U.S. President to 
travel through the Panama Canal.

John N. Garner was vice president.
George C. Peery was Governor of Virginia.
Congress passed the Migratory Bird Con-

servation Act.
A first-class postage stamp cost 3 cents.
The population of the U.S. totaled 

126,373,773 persons.
Some 4.7 million U.S. families received 

welfare payments.
The Securities and Exchange Commission 

was established.
The Great Smokey Mountains National 

Park was dedicated.
The first laundromat opened.
Congress approved the “Lindbergh Act,” 

making kidnapping a capital offense.
Adolf Hitler became commander-in-chief 

of Germany.
The British liner Queen Mary was 

launched.
The Communications Act of 1934 created 

the Federal Communications Commission to 
regulate broadcasting.

Gangsters Bonnie Parker and Clyde 
Barrow, John Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson 
and Pretty Boy Floyd were pursued and 
killed by law enforcement officers.

RCA Victor released the first 33 1/3 rpm 
record, featuring Beethoven’s 5th.

“Cocktails for Two,” by Duke Ellington, 
reached #1.

Eddie Cantor introduced the song, “Santa 
Claus is Comin’ to Town.”

Shirley Temple appeared in her first movie, 
“Stand Up and Cheer.”

“It Happened One Night” was a block-
buster hit.

The Flash Gordon comic strip by Alex 
Raymond appeared.

The first Donald Duck cartoon was 
released.

Horton Smith shot a 284 to win the first 
Masters Golf Championship.

Cavalcade won the 60th Kentucky Derby.
Babe Ruth hit his 700th career home run.
Lou Gehrig played in his 1,500th consecu-

tive game.
The St. Louis Cardinals beat the Detroit 

Tigers, 4 games to 3, to win the 31st World 
Series.

The New York Giants beat the Chicago 
Bears, 30-13, to win the National Football 
League championship.

Sophia Loren, Frankie Valli, Bobby Unser, 
Shirley MacLaine, Hank Aaron, Brigitte 
Bardot, Bill Moyers, Gloria Steinem, Rue 
McClanahan, Jackie Mason, Jane Goodall, 
Carl Kale, Tina Louise, John Madden, Louise 
Fletcher, Bart Starr, Roger Maris, Charles 
Kuralt, Willard Scott, Bill Russell, Ralph 
Nader and David Pearson were among the 
celebrities born in 1934.

Bill France Jr., of NASCAR fame, was a 
year old.

Jo Anne Kinkead was born. The daughter 
of Tom and Thelma Kinkead of Dayton, she 
would later marry Robert Mason, together 
they would raise three children and she 
would become the best mom ever.

To help celebrate her 80th birthday, her 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren recently launched a card shower. 

If you are so inclined, send a greeting card 
to Jo Anne Mason, P.O. Box 253, Urbanna, 
VA 23175.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

(Reprints from the July 15, 
1904, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)

Ketch-Awls From 
Everywhere

Success says most unhappy 
people have become so by 
gradually forming a habit of 
unhappiness, complaining 
about the weather, finding fault 
with their food, with crowded 
cars, and with disagree[able] 
companions or work. The habit 
of complaining, of criticis-
ing, of fault finding or grum-
bling over trifles, the habit of 
looking for shadows is a most 
unfortunate habit to contract, 
especially in early life.

Local Mention
Police steamer Rappahan-

nock was here Tuesday.
Miss Effle Rowe, of Balti-

more, is visiting her parents 
here.

Francis Rowe, of Fredericks-
burg, is visiting Gilbert Mes-
sick.

Capt. F.A. Gunby was in Bal-
timore this week on business.

Social Circle Monday night 
next at the home of Mrs. 
Eugene L. Wilder.

Will Sadler, of Mathews, is 
visiting at the home of his aunt, 
Mrs. Jno. C. Brewington.

Steamer chief, belonging to 
the Whealton Packing Co., har-
bored here Tuesday night.

Ottoman
Station 19, O.P.U., of this 

place, met July 4th, 1904, and 
elected the following offi-
cers: President, E.H. Baker; 
Secretary, Jno. W. Thomas; 
Treasurer, Geo. Cottingham; 
Executive Board, A. B. Wood, 
Ernest Gresham, J. R. Bellfield.

F. B. George was in Balti-
more last week on a business 
trip.

Westland
Mrs. G. W. Abrams has 

returned from Baltimore after 
a few days visit.

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Callo-
way were this week visiting in 
Saluda.

Joe Myers, of Baltimore, is 
the guest of Capt. J. P. George.

Walter George is in Norfolk 
this week.

Miss Leone Hooker, of 
North Carolina, is expected 
here in a few days to spend the 
summer.

Brookvale
Mrs. Florida Barnes was in 

Baltimore recently on a trip.
D.R. and J.E. Anderson, of 

Irvington, were seen in this 
section Monday.

W.G. Douglass, of Baltimore, 
arrived home Wednesday for a 
two weeks vacation.

Miss Cora Webb, millner for 
Armstrong, Castor & Co., is 
home for the vacation.

R.T. Douglass took in the 
excursion to Norfolk Friday.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer for the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library)

YESTERYEAR YOUR LETTERS

On the front page of the 
Rappahannock Record on 
July 10, it seems that two 
interesting, and contradic-
tory, stories are juxtaposed.

In the f irst story, we see 
“Lady Liberty” and “Uncle 
Sam” waving from an 
antique tractor— celebrat-
ing, it would seem, freedom 
and small government con-
strained by the Constitution.

In the second story, 
“White Stone facelift begins 
with grant funding,” we 
read about a manifestation 
of thuggy government, in 
which money is seized via 
governmental overreach and 
redistributed to my friends 
and neighbors in White 
Stone.

If, as we celebrate Inde-
pendence Day, we are truly 
committed to the rejection 
of governmental overreach, 
perhaps we should discuss 
whether we reject it so long 
as it is an abstract philo-
sophical concept, but we 
welcome it when it is done 
for us and/or those we like.

I invite “Lady Liberty” 
and “Uncle Sam” to opine 
on the matter.

Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

Thuggy 
government?

I purchased my home on 
Browns Store Road in 2002. 
En route to see my future home 
in 2002, I approached Browns 
Store Road from Light Street. 
As I turned from Light Street 
onto Browns Store, my vehicle 
was buffeted and banged by 
the rough and protruding pave-
ment at that intersection.

The pavement is so rough 
that parts of my cars complain 
every time I transit the inter-
section. As each year passes, 
12 years now, I continue to 
think that surely someone from 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation goes through 
the intersection and will make 
note that it needs fixing and 
get it done. That has never hap-
pened.

From Light Street to Craw-
fords Corner Road, I have a 
well-practiced swerving rou-
tine to avoid the many near 
potholes and rough patches 
that exist on that stretch of 
road. Not too long ago, VDOT 
decided to “slurry,” a cheaper 
shoddier form of “paving,” 
Browns Store Road from Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway. 
Surely, I thought, they would 
then fix the intersection at 
Light Street and Browns Store 
Road. 

But alas, with typical VDOT 
ineffectiveness, they stopped 
the “slurry” at Crawfords 
Corner leaving the remain-
der of Browns Store as it was: 
absolutely terrible to drive on.

As this is a public forum and 
I should practice a certain level 
of civilized decorum, I now 
politely ask the question: What 
are we paying VDOT for?—to 
step over obvious problems 
year after year? That’s how it 
appears.

I would use much stronger 
language but editors don’t like 
that and my wife would just do 
her eye-rolling thing.

Mike Marcon,
Heathsville

VDOT ineptitude
appears everlasting

In his latest letter to the Record, 
the president of the Lancaster 
County Chapter of the NAACP 
informed us that he defends 
“President Obama because he is 
our president.” Not because Mr. 
Obama is right, mind you, but, 
rather, because he is president.

“Just because he’s president.” 
Whew! Unlimited power can be 
exhilarating, can’t it?

But wait! Wouldn’t this reason-
ing mean that if the president sup-
ported Jim Crow laws, then, by 
golly, so would the local NAACP 
president? I think it does. Yes, it 
does. Logic can be so perverse 
sometimes.

I can see the headline 
now:”Lancaster NAACP Presi-
dent Shocks Local By Endors-
ing President’s Support Of Jim 
Crow Laws.” I’m just kidding, 

Just because 
he is president?

of course, because surely the 
NAACP president wouldn’t be 
so blind in his support of a mere 
politician, would he? Would he?

If we defend a man just because 
he’s the president, then there is 
no purpose in voting because 
it makes no difference who the 
president is: We’ll simply support 
whoever is president, no matter 
what he does and even if his IQ is 
equal to that of a clump of moss.

Finally, the NAACP president 
approvingly cited some Execu-
tive Orders issued by various 
presidents. I say “approvingly” 
because he asserted that the 
Orders enabled the various presi-
dents to fulfill their constitutional 
duties.

One of those Orders was issued 
by FDR to establish internment 
camps for Japanese-Americans 
at the start of World War II.

Question: Is it the position of 
the NAACP president that it was 
justifiable to intern Japanese-
Americans?

I look forward to the presi-
dent’s answer to this question.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

I have had the privilege to be 
a part of an exciting develop-
ment in our community. 

The Lancaster County Public 
School (LCPS) division is in 
the process of bringing our 
school system to the 21st cen-
tury, to the community and vice 
versa. A committee of 21 indi-
viduals from the three schools, 
the administration and the com-
munity are working together to 
revitalize our school system to 
better serve all students, provid-
ing them with the positive learn-
ing experiences they deserve. 

We plan to work in the pres-
ent, while looking at the bigger 
picture of our children’s future. 
We envision a school system 
that will encompass and edu-
cate everyone in the school 
community, which we see as all 
Lancaster county citizens.

Through a shared vision and 
two meetings totaling about 
seven hours, we have defined 
the changes we deem impor-
tant to ensure success for all 
of the students. We have come 
to consensus on new mission 
and vision statements, a list of 
beliefs and a new tagline.

It is our hope and goal to 
change the perception of LCPS 
in a positive and forward look-
ing manner—a fresh start for 
all. It is our belief that our youth 
and school system possess great 
untapped potential, and we plan 
to utilize all of the wonderful 
resources available in our com-
munity to better their education. 

I am certain, with the coop-
eration and collaboration of 
everyone who values our youth 
and their education, we can 
make Lancaster a school divi-
sion we are all proud to call our 
own.

Donna McGrath,
LMS PTA president,

Irvington 

Moving forward
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ATTENTION

The Northumberland County Rescue Squad in 
Reedville, Virginia is celebrating our 50th Anni-
versary in October. We are compiling a list of past 
and present members. If you are a past member 
of the Rescue Squad, please call (804) 453-7788, 
leave a message on the machine and let us know 
how to contact you so that we may include you in 
our celebration.

Caring for Your Children

Riverside Fishing Bay 
Family Practice

Martha Hart, P.N.P.

I’ve always had a way with children. You 

could say it’s my gift. Riverside Fishing Bay 

Family Practice is different because we are 

all working as a team to give the best care 

to the children and families we serve. My 

goal is to figure out where people are and 

what I can do to help them along the road. 

If we don’t give kids a good start, then 

we’ve lost a major battle.

To select Martha as your provider, call (804) 776-8000
or visit us at www.riversideonline.com/hart

Appointments Available Now. Families Welcome.

Watch Martha explain her 
passion for children and 
families.

Fishing Bay Family Practice

16681 General Puller Highway
Deltaville, VA 23043

Scan the QR code

 T&J’S DAIRY BARN
Enjoy great pizza, burgers 
and more. Treat yourself to 
homemade ice cream - our 

newest flavor: Key Lime!

Margarita Ville
Comes to Burgess!

Friday & Saturday - July 18th & 19th

Special Foods & Special Deals!

The General Store
Antiques & Collectibles

10% to 50% off
Antiques, Country Formal, Primitives
Orientals, Silver, Paintings & Jewelry

804-453-3066
684 Jessie duPont Memorial Hwy.

Wildest Dreams Boutique
Women’s Fashion Clothing

Special Giveaways  •  $25 Rack
Everything 20% to 40% off

Drawings for two gift certificates
804-453-9453 • 702 Jessie duPont Mem. Hwy • Burgess

“Fifty years ago Detroit was 
the shining example of capital-
ism and civil society. But lib-
eral Democrats came to power 
(and have held power since). 
Their ideas about using the 
government to build a ‘Great 
Society’ that provides a cra-
dle-to-grave social safety net 
slowly transformed Detroit 
from the wealthiest city in 
America to a hell-hole—and 
should serve as a stark warn-
ing to Americans who con-
tinue to believe in liberal social 
policies.”-Porter Stansberry.

Why do social policy makers 
think societies and economies 
should be run by a bureau-
cratic government? Won’t 
order eventually become more 
important than benevolence, 
liberty, justice and personal 
freedom? Worldwide, haven’t 
socialists used this strategy 
to defeat incentives for build-
ing free market businesses that 
employ and advance people— 
that embellish civil societies?

“Detroit went bankrupt with 
total debts of around $20 bil-
lion. That’s roughly $28,000 
per ‘remaining’ citizen. The 
debt the U.S. federal govern-
ment owes that has amassed 
over the [same] last 50 years 
amounts to well over $16.7 
trillion (and counting). Of our 
300-plus-million population, 
that’s nearly $54,000 per citi-
zen and nearly $150,000 per 
taxpayer.”-Stansberry.

Printing/manufacturing tril-
lions in inflated dollars out 

Return to the core

Do You remember?
The Christmas time photo of Irvington Road in the late 1950s or early 1960s shows 
(from left) a corner of the Gravatt building, the Haynie home, the Safeway Store, the  
frozen food locker building and the Charles Hubbard home, said Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

Another Republican lie 
about the Affordable Care Act 
has been laid to rest.

For months we have heard 
the Republican myth that the 
ACA (“Obamacare”) isn’t 
really getting uninsured people 
covered, thus, the law is failing 
in its primary mission.

So much for that Republican 
nonsense.

First there was the Urban 
Institute: “Number of Unin-
sured Adults Continues to Fall 
under the ACA: Down by 8.0 

More hype

Million in June 2014”
 Then came the Common-

wealth Fund: “The uninsured 
rate for people ages 19 to 64 
declined from 20% in the July-
to-September 2013 period to 
15% in the April-to-June 2014 
period. An estimated 9.5 mil-
lion fewer adults were unin-
sured.”

Gallup piled on: “The unin-
sured rate in the U.S. fell 2.2 
percentage points to 13.4% in 
the second quarter of 2014. 
This is the lowest quarterly 
average recorded since Gallup 
and Healthways began tracking 
the percentage of uninsured 
Americans in 2008.”

And RAND got in on the act: 
“Using a survey fielded by the 
RAND American Life Panel, 
we estimate a net gain of 9.3 
million in the number of Amer-
ican adults with health insur-
ance coverage from September 
2013 to mid-March 2014…The 
survey estimates that the share 
of uninsured American adults 
has dropped over the measured 
period from 20.5% to 15.8%.”

Add to that last month’s find-
ing by the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation that 57% of the people 
with Obamacare had previ-
ously been uninsured, and you 
have a very dead Republican 
talking point.

Oh, well. Maybe they can 
sue the president to distract 
their “base voters” from their 
miserable failure. After all, the 
Republican “base” will believe 
anything.

 Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

of thin air will not resolve 
our nation’s debt, nor prevent 
its bankruptcy. Inflation is 
already decimating the middle 
class, their jobs, wages and 
savings. No wonder nearly a 
third of the U.S. population is 
on work relief, costing $1 tril-
lion a year—yet Wall Street 
soars?

Can we persuade politi-
cians to do without the spe-
cial perks, paychecks, insider 
trading, borrowing and over-
spending— and demand they 
simply become concerned vol-
unteers with limited terms in 
office?

Perhaps this would help cor-
rect unsustainable [vote get-
ting] social policies. We could 
all return to solid math and 
our republic’s Constitutional 
freedom-oriented intentions 
and ethics—and thus cease 
undermining the geese that lay 
the golden eggs.

Matt W. Johnston, 
Lancaster

The Northumberland County 
Democratic Party will meet 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, July 24, 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville.

Norm Mosher, Democratic 
candidate for the U.S. House 
of Representatives in the First 
District, will be the guest 
speaker.

Mosher, a retired Navy offi-
cer and decorated Vietnam 
War combat veteran, also is 
a former staff member of the 
Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, reported David Cariens.

In 1990, Mosher founded 
his own consulting company 
specializing in ocean research, 
ship propulsion, and shipbuild-
ing, said Cariens. He serves as 
board member of LJI, Inc., an 
organization developing pro-
grams for at-risk girls in India 
who have been rescued from 
human trafficking.

Mosher and his wife, Jan, 
have lived in Irvington since 
1996. They have six grown 
children. 

The meeting is open to the 
public.

Candidate 
to speak
at July 24 
meeting

What time and where?  RRecord.com

gift idea?
Rappahannock

Record 
Online

fast.
affordable.

 easy.

804.435.1701 ex. 16

The Lancaster County Vir-
ginia Education Foundation 
(LCVEF) will raffle tickets to 
Broadway in Richmond plays.

The plays are “The Book 
of Mormon,” “Million Dollar 
Quartet,” “Sister Act,” “Chi-
cago the Musical,” and 
“Memphis,” announced board 
member Margaret Socey.

The winner of each raffle 
will receive four orchestra 
seats plus $100 in cash. The 
tickets are $10 each, or three 
for $20. The tickets are avail-
able at The Box in White Stone, 
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery in 
Kilmarnock, Objects in Irving-
ton and the Irvington Farmers’ 
Market. Tickets also are avail-
able from any board member, 
or call 438-6604.

Proceeds support LCVEF 
programs, which include the 
third-grade Washington, D.C. 
trip, the annual scholars dinner 
and teacher mini-grants, said 
Socey.

Education 
foundation
to continue 
‘show’ raffles

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?

editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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DUBLIN, IRELAND—Genny Chase, a member 
and past president of the Kilmarnock Garden Club, 
was invited to participate in the World Association 
of Floral Arrangers, World Flower Show in Dublin, 
Ireland, June 18 through 22.

“A Floral Odyssey,” the 11th World Flower Show 
attracted participants from 27 countries with 667 
floral exhibits and 31 classes of floral designs. 

“It was a fantastic experience,” said Chase who 
participated in the Imposed Class, entitled Conun-
drum. 

An “Imposed” class of floral design is a mystery 
to the designer as they do not know what flowers, 
floral materials or containers they will be working 
with until it is time to make the design, explained 
Chase.

Each participant is allowed to bring into the 
staging area a pair of clippers, stapler, wire cutter 
and a knife—and of course their imagination! 
Chase said she knew the title of the class and the 
staging measurements and that was all the infor-
mation she was given before the assigned time. 
The participants were give four hours to complete 
their design.

Chase has studied floral design under French 
floral designer Marie Francoise Deprez  and Long-
wood Gardens floral designer Jane Godshalk, who 
was the representative of the USA during the Inter-
national Floral Demonstrations at this 11th World 

Flower Show in Dublin.
“What an extraordinary opportunity to represent 

the USA, especially coming from the small Vir-
ginia town of Kilmarnock, at a World Flower Show 
in Ireland,” said Chase.  

Summer at the park

left above, Cheryl Nystrom is featured on strings and vocals while Jim Ball handles 

Jeannie Conn, who sailed 
down from Philadelphis, 
Pa., for the concert—
and to visit friends. A 
slideshow from Saturday’s 
concert may be viewed 

by the River concerts are 
possible through funding 
from the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the 
Arts and other local 
foundations, businesses, 
banks,  churches, civic 
organizations and 
individuals.
Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

 Braid

Chase participates in World Flower Show

Genny Chase displays “Conundrum” at 
the World Flower Show.

Kiwanis Kids Foundation awards
grant to Summer Reading Program

Kiwanis Kids Foundation 
in Lancaster County recently 
awarded a $500 grant to the Nor-
thumberland Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Program, 
“PAWS to Read.” The funds were 
used to subsidize the purchase of 
a portable sound system.

 “With more than a 700% 

increase in participation in 2013, 
amplifying children’s programs 
became a major concern for this 
summer,” said children’s pro-
grams coordinator Jan Bates. 
“This grant will help purchase 
this much-needed sound equip-
ment for our 2014 program. We 
are very grateful that Kiwanis 

supports children’s literacy in 
Northumberland County.”

 Without the help of this grant, 
a Rappahannock Foundation for 
the Arts Grant and a Dollar Gen-
eral Grant, the library would be 
unable to meet the demands cre-
ated by this exploding program, 
said Bates.


