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TOPPING—On Sunday, July 6, 
at about 4:45 p.m., the “sputtering” 
sound of an airplane struggling to 
stay in the air could be heard through-
out neighborhoods along Locklies 
Creek Road, just a short distance from 
Hummel Field at Topping. 

The loud “thump” that followed 
brought neighbors rushing outside 
where they discovered a small sin-
gle-engine 1968 Cessna 150 aircraft 
had crashed “propeller first” into the 
ground.

On impact, the deadly crash took 
the life of the pilot, Stephen L. Myers, 
58, of Christiansburg. The passenger 
in the plane, Misty Dawn McIntyre, 
48, of Newport, was med-flighted to a 
Norfolk hospital with serious injuries. 
She died of her injuries on Monday, 
said Virginia State Police spokesper-
son Sgt. M. Anaya.

First on the crash scene was Bunky 
Revere, owner of the property where 
the plane went down. Revere and his 
wife assisted McIntyre as best they 
could. “She had a severe cut on her 
throat that most likely came from the 
seatbelt that had slipped up around 
her neck,” said Revere. “It did not 
look good for her to me, and it looked 
like the man was already dead. It was 
a very sad scene.”

The Middlesex County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad of Deltaville responded 
to the crash scene. The rescue squad 
transported McIntyre to Hummel 
Field to be med-flighted to Norfolk. 

News photographers and neighbors 

Community celebrates the Fourth of July 

Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi and Renss Greene

WHITE STONE—The process to give White 
Stone a commercial and residential facelift has 
begun. 

The town has been offered two grants total-
ing $40,000, including up to $30,000 for plan-
ning and development from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) and $10,000 from the Virginia Housing 
Development Authority. 

Some $3,000 of the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Planning Grant has been 
reserved and will be reimbursed to the town for 
completing five requirements for further fund-
ing. The first two of those requirements were 
met last week, according to town manager Pat-
rick Frere and Jerry Davis of the Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission (NNPDC). 

The first was to hold an initial public meeting 
informing citizens about a housing assessment 
and rehabilitation program within the project. 
That was part of the town council’s monthly 
meeting last Thursday. 
The second was to form 
and hold an initial meeting 
of the management team, 
which was also done last 
Thursday. 

“This all came about 
really quickly,” said Frere. 

According to Frere, the 
town must also complete 
a neighborhood survey to 
assess needs and demands of the residents, com-
plete an infrastructure assessment of existing 
water, sewer and road conditions and complete 
a second management meeting.

A second management team meeting will be 
held at 5 p.m. July 29 in the Town Hall, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Members of the team include Davis and John 
Bateman of the NNPDC, 
council members Irving 
Brittingham, David Jones 
and Randy Reeves, mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard, Frere, 
Lancaster building offi-
cial Steve Daum, planning 
commission chairman John 
Taliaferro and White Stone 
resident Hope Waters.

“Congratulations are in 
order,” Davis told council last week. “You all 
should feel good about getting some of this 
money. It’s a very good program but it’s a very 
competitive program.”

The first area to be assessed for improvements 
is a residential block of town along Chesapeake 
Drive and Irvington Road. 

“There appears to be a need for improving the 
houses in that area,” said Davis. 

“We’ll also be looking at the roads, utility, 
sewer, to see if the infrastructure is adequate for 
housing,” he added. 

Neighborhood and town-wide assessments 
will take place over the next few months, con-
tinued Davis, who has been working closely 
with Frere during the planning grant application 
process. The NNPDC works closely on grant 
proposals and funding applications with all four 
counties of the Northern Neck and its 15 towns, 
according to Davis.  

Councilman Joe Sliakis questioned whether 

White Stone facelift begins with grant funding
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Plane crashes after takeoff  from Hummel Field; two die

“It almost looked like the plane just fell out of the sky.” —Anne Jones, Topping

by Larry Chowning

were asked not to go on the back side 
of the plane where Myers’ body was 
tangled in the wreckage, and were 
not allowed to take photos until the 
State Police arrived. The State Police 
allowed photos to be taken on the 
front side of the plane, but no photos 
could be taken on the back side.  

An eyewitness to the crash, Anne 
Jones, who lives next door to the 
crash site, said she was sitting on her 
deck talking to her sister on a cell 
phone when she noticed that a plane 

had just taken off, but it looked very 
low. “I told my sister . . . it didn’t 
sound like other planes when they 
take off. It sounded as if the plane 
was sputtering, almost coughing,” 
she said. 

“As I continued talking to my 
sister, I watched the plane circle over 
our house from north to south, but it 
was flying much, much lower than 
other planes,” Jones said. “It com-
pleted the circle, but it looked as if it 
was flying back to the airport. It was 

still very low and the engine contin-
ued to make the sputtering noise. 

“I thought the plane was going to 
land, but it didn’t. It began to make 
another loop, but this time, I told my 
sister, ‘I think the plane is going to 
crash!’ “ said Jones.

“As it was making the second loop, 
it disappeared behind the trees in my 
view, and it sounded like the engine 
had cut off. Within about 4 to 5 sec-
onds, I heard a horrible thump. It 
wasn’t an explosion, just a very loud 

thump!
“I ran in the house and told my 

mom that a plane had crashed and 
for her to call 911,” continued Jones. 
“She picked up the phone to call just 
as our scanner said that a plane went 
down in the field behind Eckhard’s 
Restaurant. I grabbed towels and a 
fire extinguisher and my mom and I 
got in the car. 

“As we drove toward Route 3, 

WHITE STONE, continued on page A2

PLANE CRASH, continued on page A2
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the grants would cover drainage 
field improvements and Davis 
assured him that all areas of 
housing needs from electrical to 
sewage will be assessed. If the 
housing units don’t meet mini-
mum housing standards and 
residents qualify financially, the 
houses will be brought up to the 
standards, he said. 

“I’m glad to hear it covers 
more than I thought it would,” 
said Sliakis. 

After completing the five 
requirements, the town must 
submit a summary of the 

assessments and management 
meeting minutes to the DHCD 
by August 8. 

Jones wanted other members 
to be aware the DHCD grant is 
a reimbursable contract, mean-
ing “you spend the money first,” 
he said, “and then we are reim-
bursed by the state.” The $10,000 
Virginia Housing Grant, how-
ever, is money awarded “right up 
front,” he said. 

In other business, Frere told 
council that Kelly Moss had 
responded to its welcome letter 
and officially accepted her 

write-in election to council. 
A swearing-in ceremony for 
Moss, the new town mayor and 
other council members will be 
held in September.  

Following a brief executive 
session, council unanimously, 
6-0, accepted the resignation of 
part-time deputy Bruce Coor. 
Reeves made the motion to 
accept his resignation and Jones 
made the second. Reeves, Jones, 
Brittingham, Sliakis, William 
Hubbard and Blair Kenyon 
voted in favor. Council member 
Jennifer Hodges was absent.

we passed a field next to our 
house and then we saw the 
plane. It was between our 
neighbor’s driveway and a row 
of pine trees. A woman was 
laying on the ground on a tarp 
and there was another woman 
working on her. I could hear 
her moaning. The whole area 
was so quiet, you could have 
heard a pin drop,” said Jones. 

“Someone in the crowd said 
the pilot was still in the plane 
and they thought he was dead. 
The plane looked like it had 
buckled in the middle and 
there was some debris sitting 
next to the plane. 

“Rescue vehicles were on 
the way because we could hear 
the sirens, so we got back in 
our car and left to go home,” 
said Jones. “It was a very tight 
area and we didn’t want to be 
in the way, but it was so sad. 
It almost looked like the plane 
just fell out of the sky.”

Doris Rogers, who lives 
just down the road from the 
crash site, said, “The plane 
was heading south flying very 
low over Hummel Field, when 
it circled heading back north 
toward the bridge.  

“The plane circled again 
flying very low making a left 

bank turn toward Locklies 
Creek Road,” she said. “I knew 
it was in trouble because it was 
flying so low. I was watching 
because I was afraid it was 
going to hit the trees, but it 
cleared the trees and power 
lines and took a nose dive into 
Bunky Revere’s field.”

The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and 
State Police are investigating 
the crash. 

The Middlesex County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Hart-
field Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment also responded to the 
crash scene.

WEEMS—The Lancaster school board on 
Monday began strategic planning for school 
facilities in the interim years until decisions are 
made to update or replace aging schools.

Last year, the facility design firm of RRMM 
Architects presented several options for upgrad-
ing current schools or building new schools 
based on proper grouping of grade levels, 
declining enrollment and future technology. 
However, school board chairman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook noted the need to review current 
facilities being used and those needed in the 
near future, such as a facility to house the alter-
native school in Lancaster, as a much needed 
bridge to the future.

New superintendent Steven Parker said some 

items on the schools’ capital improvement project 
(CIP) request to the county should be reconsidered. 

“It doesn’t make sense to spend $135,000 for 
a new gym floor and $350,000 on an outdoor 
track when they are not going to be used” for 
too many more years, said Parker. 

Also, he expressed concern about the aging 
primary school and a septic system that is not 
expected to last much longer. 

The discussion included the elimination of 
rented trailers and expansion of facilities such 
as a sports building and science, technology, 
engineering and math classrooms.

Parker and Westbrook plan to attend today’s 
board of supervisors work session on the capital 
improvement budget at 2:30 p.m. at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

FREDERICKSBURG—
The Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) 
recently released a series of 
advisories regarding bridge 
projects in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula.

Route 17 at Tappahan-
nock was reduced to one 
lane near June Parker Marina 
July 9. Brief travel delays are 

expected through Friday, July 
11, during daytime hours for 
sewer line work.

Between 8:30 a.m. and 4 
p.m., traffic will alternate trav-
eling on Route 17 directed by 
a flagging crew.  

The work is in connection 
with a VDOT project to recon-
struct a section of Route 17 
in Tappahannock. The project 

reported crews 
responded to the following calls 
for assistance in recent weeks: 

  At 8 a.m., a 32-foot 
cabin cruiser was towed from 
Rock Hole Creek off of the Little 
Wicomico River to Smith Point 
Marina. Time on call, 1¼ hours.

  At 2 p.m., the owner 
of a boat sailing in the Annapolis-
Bermuda race was taken out to 
his boat under sail near Smith 
Point Light. The relief captain 
was brought ashore. Time on call, 
l½ hour.

 At 5 p.m., Rescue I responded 
to a 23-foot boat with three aboard 
whose lower unit froze up off of 
Smith Island. The boat was towed 
to Smith Point Marina. Time on 
call, 3 ¼ hours.

 At 8 a.m., Rescue I 
towed a pair of floating docks 
from Reedville to Tippers 
Creek. Time on call, 2¾ hours.

 At 3:55 p.m., 
Rescue I responded to a call 
from the sheriff’s office of a boat 
aground near Shell Landing. The 
boat was not found. Time on call, 
½ hour.

 At 4:45 p.m., 
Rescue I responded to a radio 
call for assistance from a 43-foot 
boat with 12 aboard anchored 
just north of the Little Wicomico 
jetty.  Rescue I’s battery pack was 
not sufficient to restart the boat 
so it was taken under tow to the 
owner’s dock at the headwaters of 
Bridge Creek. Time on call, 3½ 
hours.

 At 8:25 p.m., Rescue 
I responded to a sailboat aground 
in Cockrells Creek. The boat was 
towed to deep water. Time on 
call, ¾ hour.

 Rescue III 
responded to a 42-foot Chris 
Craft off of Ragged Point with 
eight aboard that was leaking gas. 

School officials focus on facilities
by Audrey Thomasson

White Stone begins facelift
continued from page A1

Plane crashes after takeoff
continued from page A1

Illuminating holiday

Photos by Maggie Somerville and Sarah Bowis

SEA RESCUE REPORT
The boat was towed to the own-
er’s dock on Glebe Creek. Time 
on call, 4 ½ hours.

July 5: At 2:40 p.m., Rescue 
III was dispatched by the sher-
iff’s office to a 24-foot cruiser 
with six aboard with electrical 
problems. The boat was towed to 
Olverson’s Marina. Time on call, 
1 hour.

 A 32-foot sailboat 
with two aboard ran aground on 
the sand bar inside of #4 at the 
entrance to the Great Wicomico 
River. Rescue I towed the boat to 
deep water. Time on call, 1¼ hour.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can be 
reached on channel 16 or by call-
ing 911. Rescue I and Rescue II 
are based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off of the Yeocomico River.

Bridge projects throughout the area could cause delays
involves elevating the road and 
installing a bridge to reduce 
the occurrence of flooding on 
Route 17, a hurricane evacua-
tion route, from just north of 
Marsh Street to just south of 
Airport Road.

Construction work began in 
January and will conclude by 
May 2016.

Route 3 will be reduced to 
one lane at the John Andrew 
Twigg Bridge over the Pianka-
tank River between Mathews 
and Middlesex counties July 
10 for a routine bridge inspec-
tion.

Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
traffic will alternate cross-
ing the bridge directed by a 
flagging crew. Motorists may 
experience brief travel delays. 

Route 205 will be closed to 
traffic at Mattox Creek bridge 
in Westmoreland County July 
15 through 18 so barriers, 
equipment, and temporary 
traffic signals can be staged for 
a bridge replacement project.

 The bridge will close at 7 
a.m. July 15 and will re-open 
no later than 5 p.m. July 18.

 Message boards have been 
posted to notify motorists of 
the upcoming road closure. 
Detour signs will be posted 
to guide motorists to Route 
3 and Route 301 during the 
closure.

 When the bridge re-opens 
July 18, a new traffic pattern 
will be in place. Traffic on the 
bridge will be reduced to one 
lane. Temporary traffic signals 
will be active on each approach 
to the bridge. These signals 
will control traffic crossing 
the bridge, and will be in place 
through July 2016, when the 
bridge replacement project is 
complete.

 Construction began in June 
on the estimated $8.1 million 
project to replace the struc-
turally deficient bridge. The 
replacement bridge will have 
two 12-foot travel lanes, with 
two 10-foot shoulders.
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 King Henry VIII collected fine jewels as 
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 this week 
reported charges against five 
individuals.

Virginia D. Montgomery, 42, 
of Oak Hill Road was charged 
June 25 with felony probation 
violation.

Luther S. Chinn Jr., 22, of 
Kilmarnock was charged June 
26 by Northumberland authori-
ties with shooting/throw mis-
sile at occupied vehicle, shoot 
firearm/missile in/at an occu-
pied dwelling (both felonies), 
and discharging a firearm in or 
across the road. 

Stephen Blake, 55, of Topping 
was charged June 29 with bur-
glary and possession of burglary 
tools in connection with an inci-
dent in the 5800 block of River-
view Court.

Michael A. Yarka, an inmate in 
the Gloucester County jail, was 
charged June 30 with felony pro-
bation violation.

Nicholas V. Beale, 25, of Dil-
vers Road was charged July 1 
with felony violation of proba-
tion.

Johnathan F. Mitchell, 23, of 
Granville Bay Road was charged 
July 7 with abduction, aggravated 
sexual battery, two counts of forc-
ible sodomy, and abuse/neglect of 
a child, all felonies. 

A Gaskins Road woman, 57, was 
charged June 23 with profane/threatening 
language over the public airway.

A Dunnsville area woman, 34, was 
charged June 24 with violation of a sup-
port order. 

A Rose Drive woman, 39, was charged 
July 1 with assault and battery and tres-
pass.

A Georgetown Road man, 48, was 
charged July 2 with contempt of court.

A Fitzhugh Street man, 60, was charged 
July 5 with violation of a protective order.

An Urbanna area man, 42, was charged 
July 6 with entering property with the 
intent to damage and public drunkenness 
in an incident in the 680 block of Windmill 
Point Road.

A Newport News man, 39, was charged 
July 8 with contempt of court.

 Staff responded to a domes-
tic dispute on Fitzhugh Street and to a 
domestic disturbance on Greenwood 
Court, and checked on the well-being of a 
juvenile on Goodluck Road at the request 
of a parent (domestic related incident; 
the juvenile is in the legal custody of the 
grandparents).

 Staff received a complaint 
of attempted fraud (telephone caller 
attempted to convince the complainant that 
the call was related to debt consolidation), 
and a report of the theft of property from 
the 1200 block of Goodluck Road (camera 
equipment and solar panel; $600 loss); 
responded to a juvenile behavioral com-
plaint/mental health emergency on Sulla-
vans Road; and to a domestic disturbance 
on Wilson Lane.

 Staff responded to a dis-
turbance call on Byway Drive; received 
a report of the theft of a firearm from a 
vehicle parked on Twin Branch Road, a 
report of juveniles shooting out a street 
light in the 5700 block of Irvington Road, 
and a walk-in report of the theft of a fire-
arm (S&W .40 caliber stainless steel with 
10-round magazine; $600 loss).

 Staff received a vandalism 
report from the 11000 block of River 
Road (juvenile throwing rocks broke truck 
window; child’s custodian to pay for dam-
ages).

 Staff responded to a prowler 
complaint in the 1300 block of Mosquito 
Point Road, to an unauthorized use of a 
vehicle complaint on Pinckardsville Road 
(no criminal incident), to a child custody 
complaint on Benson Road, to a trespass 
complaint on Gaskins Road, to a distur-
bance call in the 900 block of Irvington 
Road, and to a shots fired call in the area of 
Rappahannock Drive.

 Staff responded to a trespass 
complaint, residential burglary involved, 
in the 7900 block of River Road, and to 
a noise violation complaint in the area of 
Evergreen Drive; received a residential 
burglary report from the 500 block of Lara 
Road (tenant eviction involved), and an 
attempted fraud complaint from a White 
Stone area resident (telephone caller told 
the complainant that a grandchild had been 
hit by a drunk driver and needed $2,500 
wired to him immediately; no financial 
loss); and attempted to intercept a reported 
reckless driver entering the county from 
Greys Point; 

 Staff responded to a shots 
fired complaint in the area of Oakland Park 
Lane (DJ at the party advised officer there 
were fireworks set off, no gun involved), 
to a suspicious vehicle complaint on Riv-
erview Court (burglary arrest reported 
above), and to a domestic disturbance on 
Joyful Way.

 Staff responded to a mental 
health emergency on Christ Church Road.

 Staff responded to a possible 

commercial burglary in the 600 block of 
Chesapeake Drive (no criminal incident; 
door glass broken by rock thrown from 
a mower), to a shots fired/reckless han-
dling of a firearm complaint on Paynes 
Creek Road,  to a destruction of property/
tampering with an automobile complaint 
in the 1000 block of Beanes Road (no 
criminal incident), to a suspicious person 
complaint at the Department of Social 
Services, to a domestic assault call on 
Greenwood Court, to the 6000 block of 
Windmill Point Road for a brandished 
firearm call, and to a domestic distur-
bance on Woods Drive.

 Staff responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Benson Road, to the 10300 
block of Courthouse Road on a complaint 
of a combine knocking down mailboxes 
(equipment operator was located and 
arranged to pay for damages), to a domes-
tic disturbance on Woods Drive, to a man 
with a gun call on Wiggins Avenue (no 
criminal incident), and to a prowler/Peep-
ing Tom complaint in the 3100 block of 
Weems Road.

 Staff responded to the com-
munity hospital to assist medical staff 
with a patient, and to assist Northumber-
land authorities on a call on Apple Grove 
Road, possible weapon involved; received 
a report of the theft of scrap metal from 
a Timber Run Lane residence, and an 
attempted fraud complaint from a Middle 
Gate resident (telephone caller persists in 
efforts to get complainant to send money); 
and attempted to intercept a reported reck-
less driver in the Chinns Mill-Lancaster 
area.

 Staff responded to a trespass/
abandoned vehicle complaint in the 13200 
block of Mary Ball Road, to a suspicious 
person complaint on Old Fairgrounds 
Way (for several hours a homeless person 
remained in a parked car), to a shots fired 
call in the 1200 block of Morattico Road, 
to the area of White Hall Road on a com-
plaint of an ATV being operated on the 
highway, and to a possible commercial 
burglary on Chesapeake Drive (no crimi-
nal incident); and attempted to intercept a 
reckless driver last reported in the Lively 
area.

 Staff responded to a noise viola-
tion complaint on James Lane, to a noise 
violation complaint on Holly Haven Road 
(fireworks involved), to an attempted bur-
glary in progress in the 6800 block of 
Windmill Point Road (arrest reported on 
July 6), and responded to a noise violation 
complaint in Irvington; while at the com-
munity hospital, a deputy was approached 
by an individual who wanted to file an 
assault complaint (officer directed the citi-
zen to Northumberland authorities when 
it was found the incident happened in that 
county); attempted to deliver an emer-
gency contact message to an Old Orchard 
Road resident at the request of Gloucester 
authorities (message left on the door to the 
residence); and received a walk-in com-
plaint of the violation of a protective order 
(arrest reported above). 

 Staff responded to a noise vio-
lation complaint on Kennedy Avenue, to a 
complaint of an abandoned vehicle in the 
roadway near Chinns Mill, and to a noise 
violation complaint on Sandlin Drive; 
discovered several persons trespassing on 
Windmill Point Beach after closing time 
(beach closed 1 hour after sunset; deputy 
directed the persons to leave the area); 
and attempted to locate the address of 366 
Woods Drive after the office received a call 
for medical assistance (Emergency Medi-
cal Services notified; reported address 
could not be found).

 Staff received a walk-in report 
of check forgery/uttering; and responded 
to Benson Road to check on a possible 
open fire violation (per information from 

the Virginia Department of Forestry, no 
violation involved).

 Staff responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Woods Drive, and with 
EMS to a mental health emergency/inten-
tional drug overdose on White Hall Road.

Staff also conducted 27 traffic stops, 
issued seven summonses, assisted 16 
motorists, reported three deer strikes, 
handled one call for traffic control, inves-
tigated 15 building alarms, processed three 
mental health orders, logged eight inmate 
transfers, and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to two commercial fire 
alarms on Technology Park Drive, a 
power line fire on Primary School Circle, 
to assist Fairfields VFD in the Remo area, 
to assist Fairfields VFD in the Balls Neck 
area, to assist Upper Lancaster VFD with 
a power line fire at River and Old Airport 
roads, to a structure fire at Painters Point, 
to a traffic crash on Bluff Point Road, and 
to a brush fire in the 100 block of Irving-
ton Road.

The White Stone VFD responded to a 
brush/field fire on Cherry Point Road, lift 
assistance call on Taft Beach Road, and an 
overturned vehicle on Buttercup Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD also responded to 
a reflare at River and Airport roads, a traf-
fic crash at River and Airport Roads, and a 
brush fire on Peirces Road.

s this week reported 
charges against 14 individuals.

A Heathsville man, 72, was charged 
June 30 with refusing to aid a law-enforce-
ment officer in execution of his duty.

Karl Noland Blackwell, 50, of Reedville 
was charged June 30 with threatening to 
burn/bomb a residence and violating a pro-
tective order.

Keywon Maquee Gaskins, 18, of 
Heathsville was charged July 1 with felony 
unauthorized use of a vehicle, two counts 
of damaging property, hit and run, reckless 
driving and driving without a license.

Jeremy Lee Blackwell, 19, of Heaths-
ville was charged July 1 with a capias to 
show cause for failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County Circuit Court.

Martha Blackwell, 51, of Reedville was 
charged July 1 with malicious wounding.

Bradley P. Townshend, 20, of Heathsville 
was charged July 2 with felony unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle, threatening an ille-
gal act over the phone and a petit larceny 
charge from Westmoreland County.

Richard D. Kohnke III, 28, of Chesa-
peake Beach, Md., was charged July 3 
with possession of a Scheduled I/II Drug, 
driving under the influence-second in five 
years, driving suspended and reckless driv-
ing.

Jeremy Lee Blackwell, 19, of  Heaths-
ville was charged July 3 with damaging 
property. This was an Essex County charge.

A Phoenix, Ariz., man, 69, was charged 
July 1 with failing to obey an order from a 
police officer.

A Heathsville man, 48, was charged July 
2 with failing to appear in the Lancaster 
County Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court.

A Callao man, 48, was charged July 2 
with violating a protective order. 

A Reedville man, 23, was charged July 5 
with driving under the influence of alcohol 
and reckless driving.

A Farnham man, 53, was charged July 6 
with driving under the influence of alcohol 
and failing to stop at a stop sign.

A Lancaster woman, 25, was charged 
July 7 with damaging property and being 
drunk in public.

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff ’s Office is 

looking for Claudine 
Jaquier Gifford, 43, who 
was last seen about 8:30 
p.m. Sunday, July 6, 
leaving the Tiki Bar at 
Pelicans at the Point, 40 
Windjammer Lane, Wind-
mill Point.

Gifford is described 
as a white female with 
brown eyes and wavy 
sandy blond hair. She is 
5-feet, 4 inches tall and 
weighs 112 pounds. She 
was last seen wearing a 
multi-colored tank top, 
blue jeans and sandals.

Lancaster County sher-
iff ’s staff responded at 2 
p.m. Monday, July 7, to 
a missing person report. 
The sheriff ’s office is 
seeking any information 
anyone may have regard-
ing her whereabouts since 
the time she was last seen.

Report any related 
information to the Lan-
caster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463, or 
the sheriff ’s office at 462-
511.

Although Lancaster supervisors voted June 26 to convey the 
former proposed site of a public boat ramp back to the Reserve at 
Lake Chase, LLC, as stated in a July 3 News Break item, the prop-
erty may be used for public access or other public purposes in the 
future.

The recent actions by the board to return the property do not pro-
hibit future public use by Reserve at Lake Chase, LLC, or subse-
quent owners.

“New Chesapeake Burger”
only at

Northern Neck Burger Co.
Purchase a Chesapeake, Mention this Ad, 

Receive a Free Soda. See Ya Soon!

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Correction
SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Missing person: Claudine Jaquier Gifford
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

PARIS, FRANCE, not Virginia—Benja-
min Franklin said that everyone has two 

homes, his own and Paris. After a 20-year 
gap, I am here once again, visiting familiar 
old sites, and seeing many new ones. The 
city still welcomes visitors with magnificent 
views and brilliant restaurants. The latter are 
not inexpensive, but each morsel is a culinary 
treat to savor.

Unfortunately, in my opinion, today’s Paris 
in some respects has lost some of its endur-
ing charm due to the building craze that swept 
the city during the presidency of Francois 
Mitterand from 1981 to 1995. Knowing he 
would preside over the bicentennial of the 
French Revolution on July 14, 1989, the date 
when an angry mob stormed the fortress of 
the Bastille to liberate all seven of its mostly 
deranged prisoners, in the process chopping 
off the head of the garrison commander, the 
Marquis de Toney, Mitterand set out to leave 
his mark on the city.

He built a new opera adjoining the site of 
the Bastille, called the Opera of the Bastille, 
in an ugly box-modern style of architecture, 
incongruent with the setting. It reeks of bad 
taste, and I only have seen the outside. Could 

the interior be worse? Or merely equally bad?
Mitterand’s greatest offense is across town 

where he destroyed the grand vista of the city’s 
major avenue, the Champs Elysee, a path-
way analogous to Washington’s Pennsylvania 
Avenue. At the summit of the Champs’ ascent, 
Napoleon Bonaparte began building the Arc 
de Triomphe, the nation’s official monument 
to its overthrow of the old regime. 

Napoleon did not reign, nor live, to see it 
completed, but regardless of one’s political 
persuasion, the structure remains one of the 
most impressive efforts in modern architec-
tural history. The Arc stands in the middle 

of the Place d’Etoile, renamed in 1970, the 
Place Charles de Gaulle, after the man who 
led defeated France in its opposition to Hitler 
and the Nazi occupation, and who wrote the 
present French constitution.

Mitterand went off in the far distance 
beyond the Arc to build a new city of repul-
sive modern skyscrapers, thereby framing the 
Arc for those looking up the Champs, but that 
was not the worse. He built a new asymmetri-
cal arch, called the Arc de la Defense, uniting 
the two new towering modern bastions. He 
took a piece of France’s national heritage, and 
placed a cheap sideshow in its background.

I was here in 1984 when much of this 
activity had gotten under way. One part of 
it entailed a renovation of the Louvre, the 
magnificent former palace of the kings that 
became the national art gallery. The Chinese-
American architect, I. M. Pei, who designed 
the East Building of the National Gallery of 
Art in Washington, produced a new entrance 
in the form of a glass pyramid in the court-
yard. The design calls to mind Napoleon’s 
failed attempt to conquer Egypt, which led 
to the Egyptian Revival period in architecture 
and the decorative arts. In America the most 

important manifestation of that period is The 
Egyptian Building in Richmond.

Pei’s design for the Louvre entrance might 
be too modern for many, but at least he was 
drawing from an historical motif that had 
significant bearing on French history. I have 
come to live with it, and can see it as a con-
temporary contribution to the style of the city 
that has given profusely to the evolution of 
taste and design.

Perhaps the most bizarre building that 
came through Mitterand’s reign of architec-
tural terror, to update a phrase, is the Pom-
pidou Centre, the result of France’s strategy 
to recapture the modern art movement’s core 
from New York City. It is a “functional” build-
ing filled with modern art, much of it as weird 
as the housing itself. It appears to be the win-
ning entry of a kindergarten contest at draw-
ing with primary colors.

Despite his prodigious work throwing up 
anomalies all over the city, Mitterand has not 
succeeded in bringing to fruition a thematic 
style worthy of this wonderful urban unity. 
This trip is my 11th here, and I remain con-
vinced that Benjamin Franklin was correct; 
the lovely city still is everyone’s home.

Mitterand’s greatest offense 
is across town where he 
destroyed the grand vista of 
the city’s major avenue, the 
Champs Elysee, a pathway 
analogous to Washington’s 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

Focal Point

Toby relaxes in Taylors Creek.

Photo by Conrad Wineland

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

After attending thousands 
of local government public 
hearings across the country 
during my career, I never once 
witnessed an elected official 
publicly ridicule and attempt 
to humiliate a local citizen, no 
matter what the testimony. 

Northumberland board 
chairperson Ronald Jett is 
clearly out of ethical, if not 
legal, bounds to intimidate a 
citizen with a differing view-
point than his by stating that 
the citizen “had a low level of 
mentality?” 

This gross judgment error 
warrants a public apology 
from Ronald Jett to Cathe-
rine Bennett to set the record 
straight that it was his behav-
ior that was inexcusable and 
that public testimony is always 
encouraged. 

The Northern Neck is 
renowned for its civility and 
friendliness. Local elected 
officials must model profes-
sional civic-minded behav-
ior to dutifully represent this 
region’s fine residents.

All that aside, there should 
be serious consideration for 
granting the utmost greatest 
flexibility in all zoning stan-
dards and use classifications 

Public 
participation
should be 
encouraged

to property owners like Cath-
erine Bennett, who profes-
sionally restore and maintain 
the region’s historic building 
treasures like her 18th-century 
Indian Creek rental cottage.

Historic preservation must 
be incentivized at the local 
level through creative regu-
lations and a property tax 
abatement. State and federal 
historic tax credits are of very 
little benefit to the average 
historic homeowner’s preven-
tative maintenance needs. 

 Kimberly Abe, 
Wicomico Church 

On June 19, 2014, the Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors held a public meeting. 
During this meeting a private 
citizen was called forward 
and then berated, told she had 
“a low level of mentality and 
poor thinking” for contacting 
a public official concerning an 
unsolved issue with the county. 

I am appalled at the behav-
ior of the elected official, Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors chairperson Ronald L. 
Jett. Was he elected to publicly 
flog citizens when they perhaps 
present him with facts that he 
does not like? I think not.

The analogy that comes to 
mind is a high school assembly 
where the principal calls up a 
student before the student body 
and calls him/her “stupid” 
before his/her peers. Would 
that be allowed to happen 
today?

Was this action taken to 
scare the rest of us who might 
offer an opinion and wish to 
share our views? Or perhaps 
the chairperson just does not 
like Mrs. Bennett. In the least, 
Mrs. Bennett deserves a public 
apology and an explanation for 
this rude behavior. 

If we are not allowed to 
contact our elected officials 
then they should take their 
numbers and addresses off the 
public website, http://www.
co.northumberland.va.us. 

It is with a bit of trepida-
tion that I send this letter. Will 
I become the next victim on 
the Northumberland board of 
supervisors “hit” list? Will 
you?

Elizabeth Atkins,
Heathsville

Apology and
explanation due

Seeking answers
for the boat taxes

Why does Lancaster have 
the highest boat tax around 
while our marinas and marine 
businesses are suffering? 

There are over 200 USCG 
documented boats in the 
county, yet only 93 of them 
pay the boat tax for a total of 
$75,000. We have one of those 
93 documented boats and pay 
way more than $1,000 in boat 
tax per year so we apparently 
are paying a good percentage 
of the $75,000 total. 

In fact, when we first bought 
our boat in 2007, we paid 
very nearly the same amount 
in boat tax as we did on our 
waterfront property real estate 
tax. This is for a 30-foot sail-
boat with a couple of 8 hp out-
board engines that is only here 

for half the year. 
And what services do we get 

for that? 
Well, my husband did need 

the rescue squad when he fell 
off the mast while at our dock, 
but we were charged for that 
service call.

How about providing some-
thing as simple as a public 
pumpout service?

Of course everyone 
would like to pay less tax, 
but the bigger question is 
that for a $75,000 expense, 
can the county become a 
magnet for new marine busi-
nesses?  Seems like a bargain 
to me.

We really are in competition 
with the waterfront munici-
palities in the Hampton Roads 
area only a day’s sail away that 
do not charge a boat tax.

Can the board of supervi-
sors do something bold to 
bring new business to our area 
and improve real estate value? 

Can the board of supervisors 
at least do something fair and 
set the tax rate for documented 
boats which can be considered 
a residence at no higher than 
the real estate tax rate?

Let’s do something to 
encourage residents that are 
not currently paying the boat 
tax to bring their boats back 
to use the services available 
here.

Lynn Richardson,
Lancaster

YOUR LETTERS

I was reminded this Fourth 
of July of our fight for freedom. 
Liberty is freedom, including the 
freedom from burdensome regu-
lations that our founders fought 
and died for.

The Northumberland board of 
supervisors is currently deciding 
on regulations that take away our 
freedom and fly in the face of 
one of the tenets of common law, 
that a man’s home is his castle. 
The supervisors are walking over 
a threshold that should not be 
crossed. 

The issue is tourist homes and 
the rights of homeowners. A 
small group of people is trying 
to foist its will on the county by 
implying that they have the right 
to tell others who they may have 
as guests in their home. Regula-
tions will also put the county 
in the unenviable position of 
policing what goes on in private 
homes. To some, renting their 
homes is not an option, but a 
necessity to keep their homes free 
from foreclosure.

The latest approach by the 
supervisors is to consider a 250-
foot buffer between dwellings as 
the determining factor to permit 
rentals by right. Few homes 
would meet this requirement for 
a by right permit, forcing those 

What happened
to property rights?

who need to rent their homes to 
obtain a conditional use permit, a 
decidedly divisive and unharmo-
nious procedure.

One of the stated goals of 
the comprehensive plan for the 
county is to encourage tourism. 
Our visitors pour millions of dol-
lars into the economy supporting 
restaurants, marinas, merchants, 
realtors, and a host of other busi-
nesses. The question is, where are 
these visitors going to stay?

Let’s encourage, not discour-
age these enterprises. We need to 
live for the future, not the past. It 
is time that this board recognize 
that property owners have rights. 
It is property owners who paid 
for their homes and pay taxes on 
them.

Lynn Bosmajian,
Heathsville

Does the “Fourth of July” stir a 
wave of patriotism in your heart? 
The sights and sounds of the cele-
bration especially brought swells 
of pride and nostalgia this year, 
for me.

First, the sight of Main Street, 
Kilmarnock, with its welcoming 
flowers of red and white in the 
medians, the street corner pots 
planted with red, white and blue 
flowers, and the stars and stripes 
flags stationed at intervals along 
the way all aroused a special 
pride in our little ‘small-town 
America’ look.

The sounds of the gorgeous 
Sunday morning choir rendi-
tion of “America the Beautiful” 
at Grace Church, and the PBS 
“Capitol Fourth” television pro-
gram that delivered to its nation-
wide viewers the sparkling fire-
works display over our nation’s 
capitol city were punctuated by 
the powerful orchestral strains of 
“The William Tell Overture.”

This year, I missed Irvington’s 
annual July 4th parade, but not to 
be forgotten has been its former 
parades which often featured a 
perfectly modeled little “Statue 
of Liberty” lady. With her arm 
raised high for holding the torch, 
she rode her two-wheeled per-
sonal transport along the entire 
parade route without a twitch of 
movement, but provoked plenty 
of excitement for onlookers.

How many small towns in 
America can produce such a 
spectacle, as well as an impres-
sive lineup of antique cars, deco-
rated carts, floats, pets, walking 
or pedaling children and adults 
and more?

Well, this corner of our great 
country is the birthplace of its 
first president and patriots who 
formed our Constitution. It is 
only natural for us to celebrate the 
nation’s birth in style while we fly 
our flags and continue to hold 
dear all of the important ideals 
which make this a great nation.

Nancy Hubbard Clark,
Kilmarnock

High tide 
of patriotism

We have been a Verizon Wire-
less customer for years and chose 
them because they had the best 
service in this area. Recently the 
great service in the Wicomico 
Church area has disappeared. In 
fact, while driving on parts of 
Jesse duPont Memorial Highway 
and Remo Road I have zero ser-
vice showing on my phone.

I called for support and was 
told three things: Our location has 
degraded service and is a mar-
ginal coverage area, the towers 
are working properly, and the 
service is so badly degraded that 
Verizon would allow me to opt 
out of my new two-year contact. 

The technician said something 
had been done to the tower but 
she could not tell me what had 
changed. Immediately after this 
call I got a telephone survey from 
Verizon Wireless. When the ques-
tion about issue resolution came 
up, they received a zero on a scale 
from zero to 10. Within an hour 
a Verizon Wireless representative 
called asking about the problem. 

After spending hours on the 
phone with Verizon they offered 
two “solutions.” One is for me 
to find someone who will allow 
them to put a small tower on their 
property—they need a 100’ by 
100’ plot with 24/7 access—or 
for me to purchase a network 
extender to hook up to my wired 
computer service in my home. 
Neither solution works for me.

Anyone have land in the Wic-
omico Church area they would 
like to rent to Verizon?  Please 
call me at 580-3915 for Verizon 
contact details.

Betsy Douglas,
Wicomico Church

Better reception
may require
community effort

We are writing in reply to last 
week’s letter concerning how 
many Executive Orders the cur-
rent occupant of the White House 
has written in comparison to 
other presidents. We believe the 

Restore America
on Election Day

writer has missed the mark. What 
he and everyone should be con-
cerned about is not the number, 
but the scope of the orders he has 
signed. 

The writer also states that the 
present Congress has passed far 
fewer bills than past Congresses. 
The current Congress has passed 
many bills and sent them to the 
Senate where they end up on 
Harry Reid’s desk to die with no 
chance of being voted on.

Other presidents that the writer 
mentions were born and raised in 
this country, each having a love 
and respect for the U.S. Regard-
less of where the current occu-
pant of the White House was 
born, he grew up and spent his 
formative years in Indonesia, a 
Muslim country. His intent seems 
obvious. He appears to want to 
downgrade our economy, destroy 
our job opportunities, and make 
the U.S. into a socialistic country.

In his style of socialist govern-
ment there are the elites and then 
the rest of us. Is that what we want 
in America?

We do agree with one statement 
the writer made: “In November 
we have an opportunity.” The 
opportunity will be to vote out 
any candidate of either party who 
is an incumbent and replace them 
with someone we hope will want 
to restore American greatness. 

Bob and Suzy Norman,
Lancaster
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Bay Harbor Medical Center

Vikas Maan, M.D.
The best thing about primary care is the people. 

My patients teach me so much, far more than 

they realize—it’s humbling. I’m also proud of our 

staff. Not just because they are smart and well-

educated, but because they always go the extra 

mile to make our patients feel at home. We take 

pride in knowing who you are and where you 

come from. That’s so important, and that’s why I 

practice with Riverside.
740 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway
Burgess, VA 22432

To select Dr. Maan as your physician, call (804) 453-5466
or visit us online at www.riversideonline.com/maan

Same-Day Appointments. Medicare Patients Welcome.

Watch Dr. Maan explain his 
passion for patient care.

Scan the QR code

Bay Harbor Medical Center

We Know Our Patients

Lost dog, Reward if found!
Black, brown

White coloring
Beagle/

Dachshund Mix.
In White Stone
Ocran Rd. area

anwsers to cooper

Last seen on
Scott Road
Please call

Kevin @
436-5654
Megan @
296-0847

Do you remember?
This photo from the 1955 “Marnock” school yearbook shows the Kilmarnock High 
School baseball team. From left are (front row) Bud Hudnall; (next row), Bobby Abbott, 
Bobby Crowther, Roger Lumpkin, Oswald Bullis and coach H.B. Chase; (next row) 
Eddie Detrick, Sonny Thomas, Wayne Abbott, Ben Winstead, and Tommy Hughes. 
The Kilmarnock Museum is always looking for any Kilmarnock or Lancaster High 
School yearbook, said museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” 
is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

I have been pondering why 
the national media to a great 
extent has not investigated 
events surrounding this presi-
dent.

We have the president uni-
laterally deciding immigra-
tion law, the Internal Revenue 
Service going after groups that 
disagree with the president’s 
policies, a lousy attempt to 
cover-up the handling of the 
Benghazi attack and the Jus-
tice Department going after a 
reporter at Fox news with very 
little reporting by the national 
media.

Some would argue the 
national media has assisted by 
offering the president time to 
deny issues without any rebut-
tal or fact finding. 

I had an English professor 
in college who taught critical 
thinking. Our weekly assign-
ment was to dissect newspaper 
articles and identify fact from 
opinion. From those exercises, 
I learned that most “news” is 
really opinion disguised as 
news. 

Maybe that is the answer; 
the national media only want 
to offer opinion because that 
is easy. After all, the White 
House prepares and hands out 
press releases of their version/
opinion of occurrences that 
are print ready. The report-
ers just regurgitate what they 
were given. No investigation 
required.

While that explains what 
happens, it doesn’t explain 
why. So, I looked up the mean-
ing of news in the dictionary 
thinking that may be part of 
the answer. News is defined as 
something that it is notable and 
unusual. 

Why do the media represen-
tatives believe the president’s 
actions are not notable or 
unusual? I believe the answer 
may lie in the well-known psy-
chological condition known as 
Stockholm syndrome whereby 
the captives identify with the 
captors and support their posi-
tions. Has the national media 
been compromised to accept 
and approve political leaders’ 
fabrications? Has such objec-
tionable behavior become the 
acceptable norm? 

Unfortunately, this national 
media condition seems to 
occur only when the leader is 
a liberal. More pondering may 
be required.  

Al Hall,
Reedville

National media is
missing the story

I agree with the letter writer 
last week who exposed the lie 
about the number of Execu-
tive Orders issued by President 
Obama compared to recent 
presidents. It also brought 
home the truth that the GOP 
controlled Congress intends to 
do as little as possible.

Speaker Boehner says he 
doesn’t want to be judged on 
the number of laws passed 
but rather on the number not 
passed. In other words, judge 
me on what I held up, pre-
vented, obstructed or refused 
to vote on.

It is interesting to note that 

Support for
the President

some of the most significant 
legislation in our history has 
been accomplished by Execu-
tive Order. We are reminded 
that President Lincoln’s Eman-
cipation Proclamation, the 
creation of Indian reservations 
by President Grant, President 
Roosevelt’s internment camps 
of World War II, the Work 
Progress Administration in 
1935, the integration of Army 
by President Truman, and Pres-
ident Eisenhower’s decree to 
end segregation in public edu-
cation were all accomplished 
by Executive Order. It is one of 
the tools that the Constitution 
gives the president to allow 
him to carry out his duties.

It is amazing what you can 
accomplish when you don’t 
care who gets the credit and 
what you can accomplish when 
we as a nation all pull together. 
It sometimes seems that the 
actions of our elected officials 
are counter-productive to the 
common good. 

We are fighting against the 
president. If he is for it, we are 
against it.

I defend President Obama 
because he is our president. He 
has been subjected to a level of 
disrespect, treachery and sabo-
tage from within that no presi-
dent in modern time has ever 
experienced.

We have good and bad, rich 
and poor and criminals of all 
races. We must govern so that 
everybody gets a fair and equal 
chance for success.

Lloyd Hill,
Weems

I am so embarrassed by 
the inappropriate comments 
made by Mr. Jett at the recent 
Northumberland supervisors’ 
meeting. This was a public 
forum in which Mrs. Bennett 
was invited to come forward 
and speak in response to a pro-
posal being discussed. 

Clearly she had acted appro-
priately by sending an email to 
county administrator Eades, 
outlining her concerns as a 
property owner in Northum-
berland County. Why would 
the chairman of the board of 
supervisors publicly state her 
letter was “sarcastic” and say 
Bennett had “a low level of 
mentality and poor thinking?”

Mr. Jett is an elected public 
official. This type of behav-
ior sends the wrong message 
to county citizens and the 
children in our county. What 
citizen is now willing to come 
forth and speak up on an issue 
in a public forum knowing how 
Mrs. Bennett was treated?

This type of behavior is an 
embarrassment to the county. 
This is not about the issue that 
is under consideration. It is 
about the right citizens have to 
speak publicly without back-
lash.

This county needs to be seen 
as a desirable place to live. The 
board of supervisors and our 
county administrator are not 
a court of kings. And when 
people go to the polls in the 
future to elect the supervisors 
that will represent us, I hope 
everyone will consider profes-
sional conduct as a mandatory 
character for a public official. 

Mr. Jett owes not only Mrs. 

Embarrassing
behavior

Bennett an apology, but also 
the citizens of this county. 
Citizens, speak up and demand 
respect. We elect our public 
officials and we pay taxes. 

Gwen Keane,
Kilmarnock

I have been following the let-
ters and articles regarding the 
boat tax and as a boat owner 
believe my personal experience 
is more indicative of the reality 
of the situation then a survey 
several years old.

I have been boating on the 
Northern Neck for over 35 
years and until 2008 always 
kept my boats on the Rappah-
annock where we rented a slip 
and had all the maintenance 
work performed by local yards 
and individuals. During that 
time we traveled to “the rivah” 
on weekends and spent money 
in local restaurants and stores. 

In 2008, we moved full time 
to Kilmarnock and purchased a 
larger boat. When I calculated 
the boat tax that would be due, 
we made the decision to keep 
the boat in Hampton. Like 
other boaters I want as much 
of the work done on the boat 
in the off season as possible 
so we used yards in Hampton 
for repairs and maintenance. 
The money we spent on boat-
ing followed the boat from the 
Northern Neck to Hampton. 

The reduction in the boat tax 
is not about giving the rich a 
tax break. It is about jobs and 
local spending. When individ-
uals are given the opportunity 
to legally pay less in taxes they 
will. It is that simple.

Perhaps the supervisors 
should take a short history 
lesson and study up on the 
“luxury tax” that was a com-
plete failure. As more stores 
go dark on Main Street, our 
marinas have too many empty 
slips, and tradesmen who used 
to work on boats struggle to 
provide for their families, it is 
time to reconsider this tax. 

The opportunity to put 
people back to work here in the 
Northern Neck, not in other tax 
friendly areas, is before us. It is 
up to the board of supervisors 
to seize that opportunity. 

Craig J. Kelly,
Kilmarnock

Reduce the 
boat tax

YOUR LETTERS

Our U.S. Constitution defines 
what the federal government 
is authorized to do, including 
maintain a navy which is needed 
to protect the landlocked states. 
But, a federal standing army was 
not authorized. Why? Because 
each state had its own militia.

The Second Amendment 
states: “A well-regulated Militia 
being necessary to the security 
of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed.”

“Free state” refers to the sov-
ereignty of individual states. Not 
only was the citizen militia to 
protect the states against a for-
eign power, but against any fed-
eral forces as well. Well armed 
citizens performed exercises 
keeping ready at a moment’s 
notice. 

The U.S. Constitution autho-
rizes temporary federal armies 
but with a two-year time limit 
(the time before an election in 
the House of Representatives) 
as a deterrent to lengthy for-
eign wars and it mandates that 
only Congress is authorized to 
declare war. This is to prevent 
the president from unilaterally 
sending troops into battle. 

The last time Congress actu-
ally declared war was for World 
War ll. How often since then have 
we followed the rules regarding 
war? Korea? Vietnam? Kosovo? 
Desert Storm? The Middle East?

The unconstitutional War 
Powers Act (WPA) and other 
legislation have given the gov-
ernment wiggle room to go to 
war without a formal declara-
tion. Even so, they have placed 
restrictions which have not been 
honored.

Are our legislators and presi-
dent honoring the oath of office 
they took to abide by the Consti-
tution?

Sue Long,
North

 

Doing battle for
the Constitution

The local business community 
is pleased to see the Lancaster 
board of supervisors encourag-
ing investment and job creation 
in local waterfront businesses.  

Boatyards, marinas, realtors 
and contractors must be able 
to attract new customers, and 
potentially new tax-paying resi-
dents, by having personal prop-
erty boat tax rates that provide 
a competitive advantage and 
remove any impediments for 
people considering moving to 
Lancaster County. 

The county supervisors’ sug-
gested path forward of forming 
an “action committee” com-
posed of supervisors and expe-
rienced, knowledgeable business 
leaders makes good sense. The 
committee must initially estab-

Supervisors are
on course with
boat tax review

lish a mutual commitment to 
look for ways to make a positive 
economic impact on Lancaster 
County and not focus on rea-
sons that positive change isn’t 
possible. The goal of developing 
a reasonable recommendation 
within the next few weeks cre-
ates a positive sense of urgency.

The challenge is to look 
beyond just re-cutting the size 
of the slices in the county “tax 
revenue pie.” The most criti-
cal issue is to determine how to 
support local businesses with 
personal property boat tax rates 
that will result in a much larger 
“total economic revenue pie” for 
all Lancaster County businesses.

Economic results may not be 
apparent immediately. Imple-
mentation of such a bold strat-
egy is a marathon, not a sprint.

I am convinced the view is 
worth the challenging climb.

Ron Mihills,
Irvington

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
July 15 at the bank of Lan-
caster northside, 432 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Department will present a 
public forum on the new laws 

that took effect July 1. The 
public is invited, said president 
Lloyd Hill.

Other agenda items include 
committee reports and a dis-
cussion of resolutions that will 
be presented at the upcoming 
national conference.

Lancaster NAACP
to meet on Tuesday

It has been a longtime 
policy of the Rappahannock 
Record to withhold the pub-
lishing of Letters to the Editor 
commenting on candidates in 
the November election until 
after Labor Day. The Sep-
tember 4 edition will be the 
first in which such letters may 
appear.

Letters will then be pub-
lished as space allows 
through the October 23 issue. 
No election letters will be 
published October 30.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of 
residence and phone number. 
Phone numbers will not be 
published, but are required 
in case the writer needs to be 
contacted.

There is a 300-word limit 
on all letters. All letters are 
subject to editing.

Guidelines for 
campaign letters:
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NORTHERN 
NECK CASA

THANKS THE 
COMMUNITY

Dear Northern Neck Community,
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

involved in our recent “Wine, Dine and Shop in the 
Northern Neck Raffle”.  It was a huge success for our 

program in our attempt to fill a large financial gap. The 
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) is a national 
non-profit organization of volunteers and professionals 

dedicated to speak for the best interests of children 
involved in the juvenile court system. My personal 

thanks to all the advocates, board members, past board 
members, and the community who sold and purchased 

tickets to make this the success it was. 
Thank you especially to our generous sponsors for 

their contributions of gift certificates: 
Willaby’s, Sandpiper, Lee’s, The Local, Horn 

Harbor House, NN Burger Company, The Inn at 
Montross, The Oaks, Trick Dog Cafe, KC’s Crabs 
and Cues, The Daily, Nino’s Pizza, River Market, 

Lancaster and Westmoreland Players, 
and Walgreens.

Northern Neck CASA is always looking out for 
volunteers willing to serve the most important 

commodity we have ... our children!

IRVINGTON—The 
will hold a public 

hearing on a proposed hunting 
ordinance at 7:30 p.m. July 10 
in the Town Hall, 235 Steam-
boat Road, Irvington.

The ordinance would allow 
hunting of nuisance animals 
within town limits by an indi-
vidual petitioning town council 
for a special permit and would 
require that all state codes are 
met including possession of a 
current hunting license. The 
permit would be good for up to 
30 days.

Also on the agenda, members 
are expected to discuss a recent 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
L
will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 14, in the media 
center at Lancaster Middle 
School,  191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Action items include appli-
cation for a consolidated 
grant, application for up to 
$100,000 for a school secu-
rity grant from the state, man-
dated price increase on food 
service and discussion of a 
step scale for bus drivers, caf-
eteria workers and parapro-
fessionals. 

Also on the agenda is the 
first reading of policy revi-
sions and updates.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 

 will hold a 
public hearing on setback dis-
tances for vacation home rent-
als at its July 10 meeting. 

The board will convene at 
5 p.m. in the Northumberland 
Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. Public hear-
ings begin at 7 p.m.

The board will also hold hear-
ings on a proposed ordinance 
to allow the county to become 
a member of the Emergency 
Ambulance Service Revenue 
Recovery Board billing pro-
gram, and a proposed amend-
ment to the rules governing use 
of Vir-Mar Beach and Great 
Wicomico Fishing pier that 
would prohibit the dumping of 
household trash in the recep-
tacles at each site. 

LOTTSBURG—The 

 will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, July 14, in the school 
board office, 2172 Northumber-
land Highway, Lottsburg.

The board will approve a 
budget based on the appro-
priations resolution recently 
adopted by the board of supervi-
sors, and review policy updates 
and establish fees for the 2014-
15 academic session.

The board also will recognize 
accomplishments by the Nor-
thumberland High School track 
team members and the baseball 
team.

LANCASTER—The 
 will con-

duct a rezoning hearing at 7 
p.m. Thursday, July 17, in the 
Lancaster County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Atlantic Metal Products Inc., 
owner, and Randy Moubray, 
contract purchaser, have applied 
for a change of zoning classifi-
cation from general residential 
to commercial for a 6.35-acre 
parcel at 1740 Irvington Road, 
the former site of One-Whay 
Sanitation.

Photos by Lynn Haynie

Fleeton
community 

throws 
a parade

The Agenda
Local Government News

unexpected disruption in water 
service by Aqua Virginia.
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