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Alex Fleet is named grand
marshal for Irvington parade
by Audrey Thomasson and Maggie Somerville
IRVINGTON—Alexander McDonald Fleet will be
honored as the grand marshal to preside over tomorrow’s
4th of July Hometown Parade in Irvington.
While most know him as the town’s former mayor, Fleet
also was superintendent of Lancaster schools during a
signiﬁcant period in Virginia’s history.
He has been a ﬁxture in Irvington a good portion of his
life. His ancestors date from the earliest days of Virginia
history when Henry Fleete joined Capt. John Smith on his
second exploration of the Chesapeake Bay.
He proudly points out that Fleet’s Island (also known
as Windmill Point) and much of the surrounding land,
including Irvington and portions of Northern Virginia and
Maryland, was once part of his family history. Today, well
into his 80s, Fleet settles for a little piece of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury to call home.
While he grew up in Richmond, his family kept ties to
the area through relatives who remained, including the
Stephens family of Tides Inn fame.
But it wasn’t until 1967 that he moved back and began
down a long and sometimes rocky road in the school
system. Fleet didn’t favor returning because he said the
schools were not very good in those days. It was the

reason his parents moved to Richmond.
He took the job of director of instruction for a combined Lancaster/Northumberland school division. Within
two years, dual school boards decided to separate into two
districts and Fleet became superintendent in Lancaster.
Before his seat was even warm, desegregation came to
Virginia and he was ordered to integrate the schools.
“The judge gave me the choice to integrate the schools
or he would do it for me,” said Fleet. “Well, I didn’t want
the judge coming in to run our schools so I said I would
do it.”
At that time, small schools dotted the county landscape.
White children attended elementary schools in Lively,
Weems and White Stone and high school in Kilmarmock.
Black children attended elementary in Mollusk or Mt.
Jean (currently the school’s central ofﬁce) and high school
in Brookvale (currently Lancaster Primary School).
One of the ﬁrst things Fleet did was to promote Julian
Allen Ball Sr., who was teaching government at Brookvale
High. Ball became known as the “great soother” for calming citizens through the difﬁcult process of integrating
and combining the schools into three. Ball, who died last
year, was Fleet’s administrative assistant, the equivalent to
ALEX FLEET, continued on page A2
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Danny Haynie to ride again in
Reedville independence parade
by Renss Greene
REEDVILLE—The grand marshal of Reedville’s Independence Day parade is no stranger to the job.
Danny Haynie, this year’s honorary grand marshal, has
organized the parade every year since it began in 1991.
He was also grand marshal the ﬁrst year.
The Reedville Independence Day celebration will be
held Saturday, July 5. The parade will begin at 3 p.m. For
activities and times throughout the day, see the Upcoming
event calendar on page B2.
“His whole life he has dedicated to the community,”
said Linda Hixon, who helps organize the event.
In fact, Haynie also organized the ﬁrst incarnation of
the parade in 1956. That year, as the Chesapeake League
(ERR],E]RMI EFSZI PIERWSRXLIPIJX½IPHJIRGIEX(VIEQ*MIPHW baseball teams were dying down after a post-World War II
±&EWIFEPPERHWSJXFEPPLEZIQSWXP]FIIRQ]PMJI²LIWEMH,I[MPPWIVZI rush, Haynie, a lifetime baseball and softball player, went
EWKVERHQEVWLEPSJXLI6IIHZMPPI-RHITIRHIRGI(E]GIPIFVEXMSRERH looking for a way to keep the ball games going.
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“I read in California they had a coed league,” Haynie

said. “So I got up a coed league for the churches. That
went over real, real big.”
He organized a coed league for the local churches, and
gathered a team of players from the ﬁshing boats. They
invited a team from Tangier Island to come to Reedville
to play, and to welcome them, put on a parade. The church
fed them, the ﬁre and rescue squads and ladies’ auxiliary
turned out, and musicians came to Reedville and played
all night.
“I guess that’s the ﬁrst street dance that we ever had in
Reedville,” Haynie said. “I bet 2,000 people came down
that night just to see it.”
The parade eventually died down, but when the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum opened in 1991, Haynie was
the natural choice to revive the event.
“A ﬁne young lady, Ms. Bea Jett, she worked hard in
the church and everything,” Haynie recalled. “She came
DANNY HAYNIE, continued on page A2

Lancaster supervisors raise
taxes 4 cents; adopt $27.9
million budget for 2014-15
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—After
several
years of reduced or level real estate
tax levies, the Lancaster board of
supervisors on June 26 raised the
property tax rate by 4 cents.
“What’s running through my mind
is the years we reduced the tax rate,”
said District 2 supervisor Ernest
Palin. “If we hadn’t done that, we
wouldn’t be talking about this now.
I’m torn on which way to vote.”
In a split decision, supervisors
voted 3-2 to raise the rate from $0.50
to $0.54 on every $100 of assessed
value of real estate. Each penny
increase in the tax base is estimated
to bring in $263,770 in revenue.
The new rate will be reﬂected in
the 2014 tax bills, payable by December 5.
The motion for a 4-cent increase was
made by District 4 supervisor William
Lee and was supported by board chairman Wally Beauchamp, District 5, and
vice chairman Jason Bellows, District
3. Opposed were District 1 supervisor
Butch Jenkins and Palin.

Jenkins suggested supervisors
should have made more cuts during
the budget process. “(The increase)
may be comfortable for us, but it’s
too much for taxpayers to take,” said
Jenkins. Speciﬁcally, he pointed to
ﬁrst responders, the service industry, people on ﬁxed incomes and the
many residents who have not seen a
pay increase in years or have not been
helped with rising health care costs.
“These people are hanging on,” he
added.
Supervisors all expressed a distaste
for higher taxes.
Bellows noted that no one wants to
see a tax increase.
“We did a real good job going
through the budget,” said Bellows.
Increases in school expenses and
services are forcing the increase, he
said. He also reminded Jenkins the
county had not raised the tax rate in
years, other than last year which he
said was an “equalized tax increase” 1EI9QTLPIXX/MPQEVRSGO´W½VWXJIQEPIQE]SVXEOIWLIVSEXLSJSJ½GI¾EROIHF]LIVKVERHGLMPHVIR
based on lower property assessments. 1SVKERERH&VIRRIR;LEPI]9QTLPIXXERHGSYRGMPQIQFIVW'LVMW%PPIR(V'YVXMW7QMXLERH)QIVWSR
“I pondered this (tax increase) for a +VEZEXX[IVIW[SVRMRXSSJ½GI.YRIHYVMRKEGIVIQSR]EXXLIXS[RLEPP±-FIPMIZIXLEXGSRWXVYGXMZI
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ireworks displays will be presented
throughout the area on July 4 and 5.
Posted here are a few of the public shows:

Friday, July 4
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Alex Fleet is named grand marshal
continued from page A1

assistant superintendent, Fleet
explained.
“We went to schools and
churches to tell people about the
integration process,” he said.
During the transition, he
received a threatening phone
call and several “friends”
refused to speak to him, continued Fleet. “But they’re speaking
to me now,” he added.
“We set up a good school
system. Honestly.” He bragged
that Lancaster students had the
highest reading scores on the
Northern Neck and teachers
had the highest salaries.
“During my second and third
year as superintendent, we built
Lancaster High School.”
There were between 1,700 to
1,800 students in those days, at

least 500 more than today.
“We built the high school for
$2 million...It’s as tough to get
money out of government today
as it was then. We had to cut,
cut, cut...which meant losing a
700-seat auditorium.”
It’s the only high school in
the Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula without an auditorium, he noted.
A few years later, he was
tackling another group of
people over funding to build
Lancaster Middle School.
“Retired people started
moving into the area. We had
to ﬁght for funding because
retirees didn’t want their taxes
raised,” said Fleet.
While the regional technical
school in Warsaw was his idea

and was partially developed
locally, he had to ﬁght to win
local support and participation for Lancaster students.
“People thought the school
was too far away,” he added.
After 18 years as superintendent, Fleet left Lancaster
schools and become headmaster at York Academy for seven
years before retiring and running for a seat on Irvington
town council. He served on
council for 20 years, including
14 years as mayor.
His accomplishments also
include being one of the
founders of the Steamboat
Era Museum, supporting the
developers of Irvington’s
Farmers’ Market and serving as chairman of the coun-

ty’s Economic Development
Authority. He was named
citizen of the year by White
Stone Rotary and received the
Liberty Bell Award from the
Northern Neck Bar Association.
Recently, Fleet came full
circle and served four years
on the Lancaster school board
from 2010 to 2013.
An active member of Irvington Baptist Church, Fleet said
his grandfather was a Baptist
minister and his father was lay
minister. He and his late wife,
the former Suzanne Gardner, had three children and he
enjoys eight grandchildren.
“It’s been a great pleasure to
serve my community in some
capacity,” said Fleet.

Danny Haynie to ride again in Reedville independence parade
continued from page A1

and asked me if I would do the
parade. I said, ‘No, Ms. Bea.’
She actually cried. It broke my
heart to see Ms. Bea cry, so I
said okay, I’ll help you.”
That first year, Haynie
was grand marshal, and the
next year, Bea Jett was marshal. And every year after
that the parade got bigger,
Haynie said.
“This year, I spent about
six days on the road all day
long, going from place to
place, asking people if they’d
like to be in the parade,”
Haynie said.
A few years ago, he said,
someone complained to him
that the parades now are not
as big as in their heyday.
“I was about 20 or 21
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years old back then, and
we had oodles of people,”
Haynie replied. “Today, I’m
76, they’re all gone.”
Still, he said he expects
3,000-6,000 people to attend
this year’s parade.
Since he has chosen every
grand marshal since 1991,
the other organizers had to
conspire to surprise him
with the honor. Hixon, an
assistant vice president at
Union First Market bank
and manager of the branch
in Burgess, was the decoy
grand marshal this year.
“He has had his list of
grand marshals for years,
and in years to come, too,”
Hixon said. “So it was just

perfect that he had chosen
me to be grand marshal this
year, so that we wouldn’t
step on anyone’s toes.”
Other than parades, Haynie
says his life has revolved
around baseball and softball. He remembers organizing little league teams
and paying his umpires in
crab cakes. He has won over
300 games himself, putting
him in the Reedville Hall of
Fame, and at one point held
a record in the Guinness
Book of World Records for
most trophies handed out in
one day at 112.
“That’s all been wiped out
now,” Haynie said. “You get
a trophy for everything now.”

He has lived in Reedville
all his life, and in that time
he’s worked for the fishing
operation Haynie Products,
the regional jail (not from
the inside), Omega Protein,
and now he is a greeter at
Walmart. When he applied,
as usual, he already had a
connection.
“I talked to the guy, and I
told him I remember I was
his grandfather’s foreman,”
Haynie said. Now, he sits
by the front doors, tipping
his hat to all the ladies who
come in.
“You don’t believe how
many ladies I tip my hat for
them, tell me, ‘I haven’t had
a man tip his hat to me for

Lancaster to study boat tax rates
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Marina
owners and boating enthusiasts
who complained recently about
Lancaster County’s high taxes on
boats will have to hang on a little
longer to see if their protests will
pay off.
While supervisors voted last
week to maintain all the existing
tax rates on personal property,
including a $1.52 rate on boats,
they included a stipulation to
appoint a committee to review
the ﬁnancial consequences of
lowering or eliminating the rate
on this year’s taxes, which are
due December 5.
Pressure from boaters came at
the June 19 public hearing, when
some 50 people turned out to
complain that the county’s higher
rates are hurting the economy
because boat owners are moving
their vessels to counties offering
lower or no boat tax. The result
in Lancaster, they said, is halfempty marinas, loss of maintenance and repair jobs, and a hit
to local shops, restaurants and
lodging.
At the June 26 board meeting,
Commissioner of the Revenue
Sonny Thomas said it appears
Lancaster’s boat tax is somewhat
higher than surrounding counties, although he noted it is difﬁcult to compare because each
county uses different criteria for

calculating tax, especially Northumberland.
For example, he showed ﬁgures on a 19-foot Boston Whaler
with an original cost of $28,174.
The tax assessment in Lancaster
is $167.20; Middlesex, $125.44;
and Northumberland, $273.78.
A 30-foot Mainship Trawler,
with an original price of
$158,667, is taxed in Lancaster at
$1,181.04; Middlesex, $855.92;
and Northumberland, $681.12.
At a higher end of the price
scale, a 37-foot 10-inch Island
Packet, with an original price
of $435,700, is taxed in Lancaster at $4,164.80; Middlesex;
$3,033.10; and Northumberland,
$2,267.28.
Thomas suggested the county
not try to compete with Hampton Roads counties, but to keep
the rate competitive with neighboring counties. Also, should
the county decide to amend the
rate, he noted they should do so
by August 1 in order to give staff
time to calculate the tax for this
year’s billing.
“We need to set benchmarks
and a time frame to see what
would happen” if we changed or
eliminated the rate, said District
1 supervisor Butch Jenkins. “I’d
like to see a committee of board
members and three constituents
established...to set goals and see
if we are meeting those goals.
District 4 supervisor William

Lee noted the board hadn’t had
enough time to fully explore the
consequences of a tax break.
“We’ve been looking at this only
for the last couple of weeks,” he
said.
“I’d like to talk to other localities,” said District 5 supervisor
and board chairman Wally Beauchamp.
There are approximately 4,449
boats registered in Lancaster
County.
A date was not set for the committee meeting.

years and years and years,’”
Haynie said.
Now 76, Haynie looks
back on a full life of baseball, volunteering with the
fire and rescue squads, and
working for the community.
“I’m glad I still have my
memory to remember all
this,” he said.
Blaine
Altaffer,
who
helped organize the surprise,
said the community decided
it would no longer wait to
honor Haynie. He described
Haynie as “the man behind
the curtain.”
“Thousands of people
come to the parade, and
nobody knows who’s planning all this, without ever

asking for any thanks,”
Altaffer said.
Haynie will also be honored with a key to the city
milled at the Omega Protein
plant.
“Danny has always been
called “Mr. Softball” around
here because of his love for
softball, and baseball, and
umpiring kids’ sports,” said
Monty Diehl, general manager of the plant.
“Don’t ask me why I want
to do this, I don’t know,”
Haynie said. “I just do. If
I didn’t do it, nobody else
would.”
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Lancaster supervisors
continued from page A1

long time,” said Lee. “Mr. Jenkins is right. I’m feeling the
brunt of it.”
The increase will support
the 2014-15 ﬁscal year operating budget of $27.9 million
which supervisors voted to
appropriate. Excluded from
the vote was $793,260 in capital improvements, which the
county is expected to ﬁnance
with a low interest loan.

The board decided to hold
a workshop in the next few
weeks to determine how much
they will ﬁnance.
However, at the suggestion of Bellows, they voted
to allow the school district
to move forward on a capital
improvement project to add a
shower facility to the special
education room at Lancaster
Middle School.
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Storm Watch:
J

uly 4 could start out wet and windy in eastern Virginia depending on the track of the ﬁrst named storm of the season. Preliminary forecasts indicate the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula
could receive 1 to 2 inches of rain and wind gusts of 30-40 mph
late Thursday into Friday morning.
Arthur, which became a tropical storm off the Florida coast
Tuesday, is expected to become a weak category one hurricane
before it moves across North Carolina’s Outer Banks Thursday
and then up the coast.
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NEWS BREAK

SHERIFF’S
REPORT

Q6EQTWMXIVIXYVRIH
The mud has settled on Simmons Cove off Dymer Creek.
There will be no public boat ramp—no public use of any kind
on the property.
Following a public hearing June 26, which was not attended by
anyone from Dymer Creek, supervisors voted 5-0 to convey the
property back to the Reserve at Lake Chase, LLC.

2SVXLYQFIVPERH 7LIVMJJ'LYGO;MPOMRW this week
reported charges against seven
individuals.

*IPSRMIW
Nathan M. Muse, 52, of
Lottsburg was charged June 26
with distribution of a Scheduled I/II drug, three counts
of assaulting a police ofﬁcer,
possession of marijuana and
resisting arrest.
Luther S. Chinn Jr., 22, of
Heathsville was charged June
26 with two counts of grand
larceny, and two counts of
conspiracy to commit grand
larceny from the Essex County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce. He also was
charged with failing to appear
in the Hanover County General
District Court. He also was
charged with assault and battery stemming from the Henrico County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
Chinn also was charged with
possession of marijuana in
Northumberland. The arrest
was made by the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
Alvin O’Neil Howard, 47,
of Callao was charged June 27
with abduction, strangulation,
and use of a ﬁrearm in commission of a felony. He also
was charged with assault and
battery of a family member.

1MWHIQIERSVW
A Manassas man, 25, was
charged June 27 on a capias
to show cause from Fauquier
County Circuit Court. The
arrest was made by the Northumberland County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce.
A Callao man, 23, was
charged June 28 with assault
and battery of a family member.
A Heathsville man, 58, was
charged June 28 with driving
under the inﬂuence of alcohol,
driving revoked for an alcohol
related charge and no ignition
interlock system.
A Heathsville woman, 29,
was charged June 29 with driving under the inﬂuence of alcohol.

The Agenda
Local Government News
LOTTSBURG—The
2SVXLYQFIVPERH
WGLSSPFSEVH will
hold a special meeting
Thursday, July 3, to discuss the 2014-15 budget.
The board will then hold
a closed session to discuss personnel matters.
The meeting will
begin at 10 a.m. at the
School Administration
Ofﬁce, 2172 Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg.
WHITE STONE—The
XS[RGSYRGMP will give
citizens an overview of a
proposed housing needs
assessment project at 7
p.m. tonight (July 3) in
the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White
Stone.
The town has received
a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Planning
Grant from the Virginia
Department of Housing
and Community Development, according to
town manager Patrick
Frere.
The process of assessing neighborhood housing needs and presenting
the proposed project to
the public will begin
at tonight’s meeting,
he said. Public input is
urged.
In other business,
council will hear
monthly reports from
Frere, police chief Cliff
Dawson and committee
chairmen.
KILMARNOCK—The
0ERGEWXIVWGLSSP
FSEVH will conduct a
work session at 6 p.m.
Monday, July 7, at the
school administration
ofﬁce, 2330 Irvington
Road, Weems. The board
will discuss strategic
planning for school
facilities.
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Groups join forces to help
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
WARSAW—The
Northern Neck Master Gardeners
recently provided rain barrels
to the Wildbunch Wildlife
Rehabilitation facility near
Warsaw.
The barrels will be used to
collect rain water for irrigating a demonstration native
plant garden the Northern
Neck Native Plant Society
(NNNPS) will establish there,
reported Master Gardener
publicity chairman Cathie
Ward. Funding for the barrels
was provided by a grant from
the Northern Neck Audubon
Society.
Nancy Garvey of the
NNNPS wrote the grant

request and coordinated the
efforts of the various organizations. The grant also provided
for gutters and downspouts
to be installed on the Flight
Building to channel water into
the rain barrels, said Ward.
The Flight Building contains cages for large birds that
are recovering from injuries,
she said. The building also
has a circular ﬂy-way around
the outside of the rehabilitation cages so the birds can ﬂy
non-stop as they recover their
strength and ﬂying ability. At
the present time, there are a
number of owls and hawks
and an osprey housed in this
building. In other buildings at
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Bentley’s Bar
& Grille
Have a safe and happy 4th of July
Reservations accepted

the site are a number of baby
raccoons and possums, a baby
We will be closed Sunday July 6 through Wednesday
skunk, a baby turkey vulture, a
July 9 Reopening Thursday for lunch
fox, and various other animals
in different stages of recovery.
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA 22578
The Northern Neck Master
^^^ILU[SL`ZNYPSSLJVT
Gardeners promotes ecologically sound gardening practices of various kinds, said
Ward. Rain barrels conserve
water that would otherwise run
off into local waterways. Moreover, water from rain barrels
does not contain sodium, which
Main Street
can be a problem with water
Kilmarnock,
Virginia
from deep wells in this area.
804-435-1329
The Northern Neck Master
800-543-8894
Gardeners holds workshops to
teach the public how to make
Mon.-Sat. 9 am-5 pm
rain barrels. The ﬁnal workwww.wfbooth.com
shop of the season will take
place August 23 at Menokin.
Registration is through the
Northumberland
Extension
Ofﬁce at 580-5694.
7/7 - 7/16
Ready-made rain barrels
Additional 10% off
to revoke bond. However, Cun- and composters are also availningham withdrew the motion. able by calling Edna Roberts
2OLLER 3HADES s 2OMAN 3HADES
Gary Levern Conaway, at 435-6086.
Panel Track
charged with larceny for writing a bad check, was approved
for a court appointed attorney.
Chris Robinson will represent
Conaway at his hearing on
NEW ENGLAND CRUISE - SEPT. 4-12, 2014
August 11.
Leaving Baltimore, Ports of Call include Bar Harbor, Maine where you
will enjoy whale watching, Bay of Fundy and Nova Scotia.
Virginia
Montgomery,
IRELAND - SEPT. 7-15, 2014
charged with probation vioEnjoy the Emerald Isle and find yourself surrounded by its “Forty Shades of Green.”
lations, said she needed two
WEST VA. “RIDE THE RAILS” - SEPT. 22-24, 2014
weeks to retain an attorney. The
Train rides on the Cheat Mountain Salamander & the Durbin Rocket. American
judge assigned a hearing date
Mountain Theatre, Seneca Caverns and Blackwater Falls State Park
of July 25 at 9 a.m.
AMISHLANDS, PA - OCT. 13-15, 2014
Christina Lynn Samuels,
Guided tour of Amish countryside. Production of “Moses,”
Bird In Hand Market, Kitchen Kettle Village
charged with shoplifting/alter“CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK” - DEC. 2-5, 2014
ing the price, was tried and
Radio City Music Hall with Back Door Tour, Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island
sentenced in a plea agreement
LONDON & PARIS - APRIL 20-27, 2015
to 3 years with all but seven
Visit to Buckingham Palace, Eiffel Tower, Big Ben, Eurostar
days suspended. She was given
IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA - MAY 5-17, 2015
one year of supervised probaShanghai to Beijing, Yangtze River Cruise. Once-in-a-life time experience
tion, ordered to pay restitution
ITALIAN VISTAS - SEPT. 26-OCT. 8, 2015
of $21.92, and banned from
12 days from Rome to Venice, including Pompeii, Sorrento, Florence & more
Kilmarnock Walmart.

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The
following cases were heard in
Lancaster Circuit Court on
June 27 by Judge Harry T.
Taliaferro III.
Delvin Palmer’s sentencing
hearing for conviction on three
felonies of manufacturing a
controlled substance and abuse
of a child was continued to 9
a.m. August 25 at the request of
his attorney, Scott Pickus. The
judge agreed to give Pickus
a copy of the trial transcript
and allowed him to subpoena
an attorney for the hearing.
He denied a request to release
Palmer pending sentencing.
Kenneth Horton, charged
with probation violation on
a felony, was in court for a
motion by Commonwealth’s
Attorney Robert Cunningham

genesis®

COMING ADVENTURES

NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
by Renss Greene
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland County Circuit Court convened Thursday, June 26, Judge Harry
Taliaferro III presiding.
Michael Andrew Yarka
of Saluda was arraigned on
charges of violation of probation on a felony offense.
Yarka’s trial is set for October 28.
James Michael Hayden
of Lottsburg was to be tried
on a violation of probation
charge. His trial was continued to August 7.
Shelton
Cockrell
of
Heathsville was sentenced
for possession of a controlled
substance to three years in
the penitentiary, all three
suspended, and one year of
supervised probation. He had
previously been charged with
manufacturing, selling, or
distributing controlled substances, and pled guilty to the
reduced charge.
Zachariah Scott McKinley
of Heathsville was to be tried
on charges of distribution of
a controlled substance. His

trial was continued to September 23.
Corneilius Lamont Burrell
of Warsaw pled nolo contendere to charges of intentional
destruction of property and
was ordered to pay $2,000
in restitution. His trial on a
charge of assault and battery
of a family member was continued to July 28, 2015.
Brian Geronimo of Callao
pled guilty to forging coin or
bank notes. His sentencing
will be July 22.
Alvin O’Neil Howard of
Callao was to be tried on a
charge of grand larceny. His
trial was continued to August 7.
Tonya Howard of Callao
was to be tried on a charge of
grand larceny. Her trial was
continued to August 7.
Lochoane Artea Palmer
was to be tried on charges of
failing to register as a violent
sex offender. His trial was
continued to August 7.
Byron Warren Mills of
Kilmarnock was to be tried
on charges of habitually driving without a license. His
trial was continued to July
22.
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Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock 804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

All this over
one complaint?
Why would the Northumberland board of supervisors call me
forward before an audience to
insult and berate me at their last
board meeting?
The county’s effort to limit
property rights for vacation rentals began three years ago with
one complaint. Instead of enforcing existing laws, the board has
shut down several rental properties, depriving those owners of
their property rights.
With existing laws to prevent
inappropriate behavior by owners
or renters, why is the board proposing excessive and expansive
regulations, intrusive controls
and inspections, and new taxes
in their effort to limit your right
to legally use your home for residential use?
Although more than 35% of
Americans are renters, some
owners do not want rental property anywhere. Does the board
think they are protecting these

elitists by taking away the property rights of everyone?
Due to the dire economic
impact here during the past
six years, many sellers have
decided to rent their properties
until values recover. Others are
using the rental income to offset
expenses. If the board passes
these new regulations, it will be
difﬁcult and expensive to obtain
their approval, which already
has been arbitrary and subjective. When times are so tough
for property owners, why is the
board considering making it even
tougher?
Our founders understood that
private property is the foundation not only of prosperity but
freedom itself. The Constitution
and state laws protect property
rights, including our right to buy,
use, lease and sell property. As a
Realtor, it is my patriotic duty to
defend these rights.
Is the ﬁght to protect this basic
American right what has upset
the Northumberland supervisors
so much that they deliberately
demeaned and attacked a private

citizen? What other people and
rights are they targeting next?
Will one complaint stop farming
or ﬁshing?
Catherine Bennett,
Lancaster

Job development

Last Thursday, the Lancaster
board of supervisors raised real
estate taxes by 4 cents. That is 2
cents greater than needed to fund
budget requests, but gives them
a cushion to later fund the very
large capital requirements not
addressed at that meeting.
The 5-year capital improvement budget, submitted by the
planning commission, totals $2.5
million. Also, a late requirement
to upgrade failing emergency
communication equipment could
cost $2 million.
Grant and Riley Norman enjoy a dip in the Rappahannock River at Belle Isle State
And it’s time to make an investPark.
ment in jobs. It makes sense to
Photo by Suzy Norman
borrow these funds through a
loan or bond, given rates quoted
by the county ﬁnancial advisors
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
of 2.50% or 3.00% for 10 and 15
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
years.
One additional item was
addressed by the board, and that
was a proposal by citizens, business leaders, marina owners, boat
owners and others to reduce the
by Robert Mason Jr. extraordinarily high personal
property tax on boats—a tax so
“We believe that all men are created equal. Yet many action.
ust last week, a contributor stopped by the news
high that it puts Lancaster at a
“Fourth, already today in a meeting of my Cabinet
are denied equal treatment.
suite at 27 North Main Street to drop off an obitucompetitive disadvantage when
this afternoon I directed the agencies of this Gov“We believe that all men have certain unalienable
ary and we talked about my recent excursion to the
it comes to keeping or attracting
rights. Yet many Americans do not enjoy those rights. ernment to fully discharge the new responsibilities
capital city to see “The Color Purple,” the musical.
boats and jobs here.
imposed upon them by the law and to do it without
“We believe that all men are entitled to the blessIn the course of the conversation, I noted it would
The waterfront is where the
ings of liberty. Yet millions are being deprived of those delay, and to keep me personally informed of their
be great if everyone in the community could see the
jobs used to be, with oystering,
progress.
production. It could lead to a new perspective on racial blessings—not because of their own failures, but
crabbing, ﬁshing and resorts at
“Fifth, I am asking appropriate ofﬁcials to meet
because of the color of their skin.
differences, or similarities, that might bring about a
Windmill Point and Tides Lodge.
with representative groups to promote greater under“The reasons are deeply imbedded in history and
better understanding among one another.
Now, it is largely recreational
tradition and the nature of man. We can understand— standing of the law and to achieve a spirit of compliI’m not going to divulge the race, color, religion,
boats that employ people on the
ance.
sex, or national origin of my visitor. It shouldn’t make without rancor or hatred—how this all happened.
We must not approach the observance and enforce- waterfront, with local marinas
“But it cannot continue. Our Constitution, the founany difference. As my visitor noted, “We’re all God’s
and yards that maintain them.
ment of this law in a vengeful spirit. Its purpose is
dation of our Republic, forbids it. The principles of
children.”
But the marinas have about
our freedom forbid it. Morality forbids it. And the law not to punish. Its purpose is not to divide, but to end
What a coincidence our impromptu discussion of
divisions—divisions which have all lasted too long. Its 100 empty slips, and 70 new,
racism came almost on the eve of the 50th anniversary I will sign tonight forbids it.
approved slips won’t be built
“That law is the product of months of the most care- purpose is national, not regional.
of the signing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. A lot
unless there are new customers.
“Its purpose is to promote a more abiding commithas changed in the last 50 years, but we’re a long way ful debate and discussion. It was proposed more than
If Lancaster is serious about
ment to freedom, a more constant pursuit of justice,
one year ago by our late and beloved President John
from the equality the proponents of the act hoped to
job creation, a competitive rate
F. Kennedy. It received the bipartisan support of more and a deeper respect for human dignity.
achieve.
would certainly help attract more
“We will achieve these goals because most Amerithan two-thirds of the Members of both the House and
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the bill into
boats. The board left the door
the Senate. An overwhelming majority of Republicans cans are law-abiding citizens who want to do what is
law July 2, 1964. Here are his radio and television
open, by appointing a Commitright.
as well as Democrats voted for it.
remarks broadcast from the East Room at the White
“This is why the Civil Rights Act relies ﬁrst on vol- tee of the Whole [all 5 supervi“It has received the thoughtful support of tens of
House at 6:45 p.m., as found at lbjlibrary.net, the
sors] plus 3 members-at-large
thousands of civic and religious leaders in all parts of untary compliance, then on the efforts of local comwebsite of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential
to work to quantify the impacts
munities and States to secure the rights of citizens. It
this Nation. And it is supported by the great majority
Library.
provides for the national authority to step in only when and potential results. Since the
of the American people.
“My fellow Americans:
tax bills don’t go out until late
others cannot or will not do the job.
“The purpose of the law is simple.
“I am about to sign into law the Civil Rights Act of
fall, there is an opportunity to
“This Civil Rights Act is a challenge to all of us to
“It does not restrict the freedom of any American,
1964. I want to take this occasion to talk to you about
still reduce this tax for ﬁscal year
go to work in our communities and our States, in our
so long as he respects the rights of others.
what that law means to every American.
homes and in our hearts, to eliminate the last vestiges 2014 to a competitive rate.
“It does not give special treatment to any citizen.
“One hundred and eighty-eight years ago this week
George Bott,
of injustice in our beloved country.
“It does say the only limit to a man’s hope for hapa small band of valiant men began a long struggle for
Lancaster
“So tonight I urge every public ofﬁcial, every relipiness, and for the future of his children, shall be his
freedom. They pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
gious leader, every business and professional man,
own ability.
their sacred honor not only to found a nation, but to
Residential
every workingman, every housewife—I urge every
“It does say that there are those who are equal
forge an ideal of freedom—not only for political indedesignations
American—to join in this effort to bring justice and
pendence, but for personal liberty—not only to elimi- before God shall now also be equal in the polling
hope to all our people—and to bring peace to our land. have no bite
nate foreign rule, but to establish the rule of justice in booths, in the classrooms, in the factories, and in
“My fellow citizens, we have come now to a time of
hotels, restaurants, movie theaters, and other places
the affairs of men.
In 1996, when I came to
testing. We must not fail.
that provide service to the public.
“That struggle was a turning point in our history.
Reedville, I bought property
“Let us close the springs of racial poison. Let us
“I am taking steps to implement the law under my
Today in far corners of distant continents, the ideals
in a “residential” community.
constitutional obligation to ‘take care that the laws are pray for wise and understanding hearts. Let us lay
of those American patriots still shape the struggles of
I had no idea that this word
aside irrelevant differences and make our Nation
faithfully executed.’
men who hunger for freedom.
meant nothing as a zoning
whole. Let us hasten that day when our unmeasured
“First, I will send to the Senate my nomination of
“This is a proud triumph. Yet those who founded our
restriction.
LeRoy Collins to be Director of the Community Rela- strength and our unbounded spirit will be free to do
country knew that freedom would be secure only if
Under
current
circumeach generation fought to renew and enlarge its mean- tions Service. Governor Collins will bring the experi- the great works ordained for this Nation by the just
stances, the board of superviand wise God who is the Father of us all.
ence of a long career of distinguished public service
ing. From the minutemen at Concord to the soldiers
sors of Northumberland may
“Thank you and good night.”
to the task of helping communities solve problems of
in Viet-Nam, each generation has been equal to that
allow through conditional use
(Source: Public Papers of the Presidents of the
human relations through reason and commonsense.
trust.
permit just about any comUnited States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 1963-64. Volume
“Second, I shall appoint an advisory committee of
“Americans of every race and color have died in
mercial venture next to my
battle to protect our freedom. Americans of every race distinguished Americans to assist Governor Collins in II, entry 446, pp. 842-844. Washington, D. C.: Govhome, or in my community.
ernment Printing Ofﬁce, 1965.)
his assignment.
and color have worked to build a nation of widening
As we celebrate American Independence during this
“Third, I am sending Congress a request for suppleopportunities. Now our generation of Americans has
4th of July weekend, let’s renew our commitment to
been called on to continue the unending search for jus- mental appropriations to pay for necessary costs of
conquer racism in our community.
implementing the law, and asking for immediate
tice within our own borders.
NO BITE, continued on page A5

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
J

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

ften folks in the Northern Neck are
described either as being natives or comeheres, and my own good wife refers to herself
as a “brought-here.” Another category also
exists, namely those who are “come-backs.”
Howard Straughan is a model example of the
latter.
Howard was a native of Northumberland
County where his father spent his career in
banking, rising to the presidency of the Bank
of Northumberland. The father also was quite
civic-minded, which led him to join with Dr.
Motley Booker in founding The Northumberland County Historical Society, which he
served as treasurer from its inception.
Good banker that he was, the senior Mr.
Straughan was conservative with money, a trait
he passed on to his son, but their conservatism
in handling other people’s funds had a parallel
in great personal generosity to worthy causes.
Howard grew up in Northumberland, then went
off to The College of William and Mary, and
ultimately to law school in Birmingham, Alabama. He spent his entire career in the banking
industry until retiring in his mid-50s to return
to the Northern Neck.
When he came home many of us were
surprised that he and his wife, Joy, settled in
Kilmarnock, rather than in the environs of

Howard had a wry sense
of humor, and his parting
words of encouragement
might have been a paraphrase of those of the late
Bibb Graves, one-time governor of Alabama, namely
that those of us whom he left
behind “keep on keeping on.”
Heathsville. He told me that they liked town
living, but that he would not be forgetting his
Northumberland roots. True to his word, he
joined numerous organizations and began contributing his time, talent and treasure to their
projects.
One of his ﬁrst ventures was support for
the new Northumberland Preservation Inc.,
as he was committed to historic preservation.
He enthusiastically backed the restoration of
the Shiloh School, which remains N.P.I.’s signature project. In Heathsville, he followed in

his father’s path in working for the Northumberland County Historical Society, and played
a vital part in the Society’s acceptance of the
historic Rice’s Hotel as a gift from Mrs. Cecilia
Rice.
From February 29, 1992, when seven of
us began clearing brush from the building,
through its restoration and ultimate survival
from near total loss by ﬁre, Howard was there,
always doing his part. Howard liked to work,
but he also liked to cheer on others to join
in with the projects he knew to be important
to the community. In each organization that
he helped, all of its activities were better off,
particularly in the ﬁnancial realm, because of
Howard’s involvement. He was not a bystander
in anything that he did.
When he moved home, the Northumberland
Public Library was housed in a couple of rooms
of the vacated Lottsburg Elementary School.
Howard envisioned a ﬁrst-class library for his
home county, and gave generously toward that
end, including the purchase of additional land
for the new structure. At the time, I was serving
on the county board of supervisors, and spoke
at the dedication. Howard was present in his
usual modest manner, eschewing the praise he
deserved, rather happy to see one of his goals
being fulﬁlled.

Education was important to Howard, and he
saw the library as being the vehicle for everyone to be able to learn. He asked for no honors
or awards, but instead hoped that people would
beneﬁt from his largesse, ﬁnding in their sodoing his greatest reward.
Late in his life Howard entered the political
arena when he accepted appointment to the
Kilmarnock Town Council. In the subsequent
election, he did not win, but he came back two
years later and won a four-year term. He found
he liked public service and the responsibility it
entailed, and served with zeal until his declining health forced him to resign earlier this year.
Howard died two weeks ago, Joy having predeceased him three weeks earlier. They left the
Northern Neck on its own to continue the work
of fulﬁlling the goals they had advanced and
supported for the past 30 years. Howard had a
wry sense of humor, and his parting words of
encouragement might have been a paraphrase
of those of the late Bibb Graves, one-time
governor of Alabama, namely that those of us
whom he left behind “keep on keeping on.”
Few individuals kept on keeping on making a
better community for others than did Howard,
the eminently worthy come-back.
Howard Randolph Straughan, November 29,
1929 – June 18, 2014. R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
Why we can’t
buy a home in
Northumberland
My husband and I live in
the Northern Neck. We were
thinking of buying a house in
Northumberland County for
when we retire.
We thought a nice home on
the water would be ideal for us
as we want to have a boat and
enjoy our senior years. Unfortunately, since we both work
we thought we could buy a
home now and rent our “vacation home” until we retire.
It has recently come to my
attention that Northumberland
County is considering having
restrictions on vacation rentals. Don’t I have a say in this?
Isn’t this a home that I have
the right to rent as I please?
As I understand, the county
is considering having home-

Do you remember?
*SVX]]IEVWEKS8LI5YIIRERH,IV1EMHWXLMWJSYVKMVPWSJXFEPPXIEQQEHIMXW½REP
appearance in the area. In a sandlot showdown at the Upper Lancaster Ruritan Center
in Lively, The Queen and Her Maids defeated an all-male team. The team made its
½VWX XVMT XS /MPQEVRSGO MR  XS FIEX XLI &IR *VEROPMR 0MXXPI 0IEKYI FS]W XIEQ
0IHF]TMXGLIV6SWMI&EMVHXLIXIEQ[EWORS[R[SVPH[MHIWEMH/MPQEVRSGO1YWIYQ
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the
/MPQEVRSGO1YWIYQ

YOUR LETTERS
No Bite
continued from page A4

Someone may apply to operate an animal care, hair salon,
repair shop, or even a transient
nightly house rental–tourist
home. These businesses may
be placed in what you believed
was restricted to a private residence by a zoning designation
of R-1, R-2, R-3.
Those individuals that support the placement of commercial ventures in a residentially
zoned area place at the center
of their argument the concept
of having a right to do what
they like with their property.
I believe this position does
not account for any other person’s property rights. I always
believed that is why government created and enforces
separate zones of property use.
I am situated in a development that has protective covenants, that property owners
agreed to when purchasing
their property. The covenants
and a zoning designation of
“residential” led me to believe
there were restrictions in place
so that I (and my neighbors)
would live in a particular way
that would not include transient tenants.
It seems reasonable to conclude that if you live in a residential community and suddenly a business pops up next
to your home, your property
value will go down.
If use of property “by right”
is approved by the board of
supervisors, I suggest all Realtors selling property in this
county be required under the
ethical rule of “full disclosure”
to tell prospective buyers there
is no such thing as “residential” zoning since commercial
use may be allowed anywhere,
either by permit, or if passed—
by right.
George Habib,
Reedville

Call to Fall

Last Sunday was a special day
appointed for Americans to pray
for our nation. Promoted by the
Family Research Council, some
2.1 million have participated
(call2fall.com).
Capella House of White Stone
joined them along with a viewing of sermons on national prayer
by Anne Graham Lotz and her
beloved father, the Rev. Billy
Graham.
Prayer was held around the
ﬂagpole for personal and national
confession and repentance of
sin. An unexpected result of this
prayer time was a commitment to
“fall in love” again with America.
Yes, to fall down on our knees for
our country beseeching mercy
and guidance is good but why not
also fall back into love with our
country!
Family, church, work, education...these all require commitment, no matter what. Why not
a re-dedication of patriotism
unto the ﬁrst wonderful liberty
and democracy of our Founding
Fathers and Mothers?
As a child, my parents taught

me that the colors of the ﬂag
resemble the colors of my faith:
red for the precious blood of the
Cross, white for the sinless purity
of the Savior, blue for His heavenly kingdom. Those colors need
not be tainted with the blood of
war and hate, or dingy whiteness
of frailty and fear, or the blues
of loss and depression. We are
called to rid ourselves of wickedness and destruction. Pride is not
a rainbow ﬂag; it is sin.
This Independence Day, I
commit afresh to love of God
and Country and will sing of
America, the beautiful and for the
patriot dream that sees beyond
the years. Pray God will mend
our every ﬂaw, reﬁne our gold,
then shed His grace on the U.S. A
righteous nation will be a blessing to the world.
Chaplain Dr. Grace Harley,
White Stone

Schedule an
appointment
to give blood

On Monday, June 23, we went
to the Kilmarnock Baptist Church
to donate blood and we were
amazed at the ease with which
we accomplished our donations.
We made our appointments at
redcross.org and arrived at 1:15
p.m. for our appointments with
our Red Cross donor cards in
hand, which simpliﬁed the registration and documentation of personal information. We ﬁnished
our donations and left the church
before 2!
The staff was friendly, professional and efﬁcient. We try to
donate each time they come to
our area and we can safely say
that this was by far the fastest and
easiest experience we have had to
date.
If you remember the days of
waiting in line for two hours, lost
time from work and leaving the
Bloodmobile in frustration wondering, “Is this really worth it?”,
we urge you to try it again.
For those who are able, donating blood is an easy way to meet
a real need in our surrounding
community. Make your appointment online, bring your donor
card and we hope to see you next
time.
John and Nancy O’Shaughnessy,
White Stone

Finding new roads
It used to be said that “what’s
good for GM is good for America.” If this maxim still holds true,
then bailouts are good for America, as are inﬂated wage, pension
and beneﬁt commitments made
in rosier days, not to mention
the corporate covering up lethal
faults in GM vehicles.
We must surely conclude that
the old maxim has outlived its
expiration date.
Indeed, not a few of America’s difﬁculties were exacerbated by poor decisions made
by GM executives: dismissing
out of hand the U.S. introduction of the VW Beetle 65 years
ago; missing the same boat
when Japanese automakers
eroded GM’s market share with
loss-leading tactics; continuing
to pay exorbitant hourly rates

when competitors found no
need to; refusing to accept more
fuel efﬁcient (CAFE) standards
for U.S. models while concurrently acceding to stiffer requirements from the Chinese government.
Ford made so few of these mistakes that they alone of U.S. automakers needed no bailout. So
GM’s problems were not simply
all-American problems.
How much of the current
shortage of skilled labor dates
back to those days when GM
line workers had no need of special skills training in order to pull
down fat pay packets? How much
of GM’s historical revenues have
been ﬂowing to foreign corporations, and for how many years or
decades now?
If GM executives continue to
shift the blame for major design
faults onto whistleblowers, how
will their corporate culture ever
be mended?

Fact check

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Let’s check the facts surrounding the latest Republican lie –
you know – “President Obama
is a dictator, ruling by Executive
Order.”
The lie has grown to the point
that House Speaker John Boehner
is threatening to sue President
Obama for “ignoring the will of
the people” and “acting like a
king.”
Boehner is lying—which is
typical Republican behavior.
The heart of the matter is Executive Orders issued by President
Obama. According to Republicans and their propaganda outlets, Obama has issued a mountain of dictatorial EOs.
In fact, President Obama has
issued fewer Executive Orders
per year than any other recent
president.
If we go back to 1900, the average for all presidents is 44 EOs
per year—Obama has issued 34
per year, which is below the 44
per year average and is lower than
the preceding ﬁve Republican
presidents.
Gerald Ford issued 69 executive orders per year; Eisenhower
issued 61 per year; Nixon, 62;
Reagan, 48; George H. W. Bush,
41; and George W. Bush, 36. (
Source: The Presidency Project,
presidency.ucsb.edu/data/orders.
php)
So, you ask, if Obama has
issued fewer EOs than other presidents, what’s the issue?
Simple: Republicans have
no intention of governing; they
intend to continue to do nothing for another two years and
they hope, by tying up the White
House with a frivolous lawsuit,
they’ll prevent the president from
taking any action.
Speaking of “doing nothing”
– the famous “Do-Nothing Congress” of 1948 passed over 900
bills; today’s Republican-dominated Congress has passed fewer
than 200.
In November we have the
opportunity to end Republican
“Do-Nothingism.”
Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Panel to study
mental health
services includes
Del. Ransone
District 99 Del. Margaret Ransone on June 25 was
appointed to the joint subcommittee to study mental
health services in the Commonwealth.
Del. Ransone, who served
on the School and Campus
Safety Taskforce, noted that
addressing mental illness
was “a top priority as we
completed our work.” She
also has a degree in psychology from Randolph-Macon
College.
According to Senate Joint
Resolution No. 47, “There
is a need for the General
Assembly to consider the
types of facilities, programs,
and services and appropriate
financing mechanisms that
will be needed in the 21st
century to provide mental
health care, both in traditional mental health delivery
systems and in the criminal
justice system.”
“It is an honor to serve
on the subcommittee,” said
Del. Ransone. “This gives
us the opportunity to look
at what the Commonwealth
offers now, to ensure funds
are being used properly, and
continue to look at areas of
improvement to better serve
our citizens’ mental health
needs.”

owners apply for permits
to rent their homes and
these permits would have
restrictions. Is this illegal?
Is Northumberland County
destined to become a ghost
town?
We were ready to buy a
home in Heathsville when
our Realtor informed us
of this proposed change.
Hence, we are now considering buying in another county.
Therefore, unless you
are retired you would not
be able to live in Northumberland County. With jobs
being scarce, how would we
manage a home unless we
had cash in the bank? No
wonder homes are not sell-

ing—the economy is declining
and people are talking—“stay
away from Northumberland
County; if you buy a home it
is yours until it goes into foreclosure—then it’s the bank’s
problem.”
I think we all need to voice
our concerns to Northumberland supervisors. Perhaps we
should even let the state ofﬁcials know what is happening?
We are losing our property
rights and we have the right
to use our homes as we please
within the law.
The county e-mail address is
ltadlock@co.northumberland.
va.us.
Grace Seemayer,
Reedville

!!! Now Hiring !!!
Northern Neck Burger Co.
Looking For

Fun, Vibrant, Smiley Staff
if interested come in and apply today!
62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)
/PEN  DAYSNIGHTS  AM  PM s 

Dinner Special
Relax and Enjoy a Growing Tradition

Buy any entreé and get a
second entreé 50% off*
Valid July 7 through July 11

www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034
 %AST #HURCH 3T s +ILMARNOCK

*Please present this coupon

Retired U.S. Navy Captain
Alexander Monroe will
be will be signing copies of
his book Saturday, July 5,
12–3 p.m. at
Middlesex County Museum
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2007 Buick Lacrosse
1999 Cadillac SLS
2005 Cadillac Escalade
2006 Cadillac STS
2005 Chevy Cobalt
2008 Chevy HHR
2009 Chevy Impala
1999 Dodge Durango
2003 Kia Sorrento
2005 Mercedes 320 S/W
2007 Pontiac G-6
2008 Toyota Sienna
2006 Volvo S-60
2006 VW Bug
1993 Mercedes
2007 PT Cruiser Conv.
2001 Mazda Millenia
2006 Mercedes E350
2001 Sebring Conv.
2001 Volvo V80 Wagon
2010 Ford Super Crew Platinum

Gray
White
White
Sand
Yellow
Burgandy
Red
Red
White
White
Black
Green
Black
Yellow
Gray
Yellow
White
Blue
Blue
Blue
Black

50,552
66,000 `
210,000
104,000
141,500
53,000
92,000
132,000
97,000
110,000
94,000
139,000
87,000
86,000
112,000
60,000
125,000
132,000
111,000
128,000
106,000

$10,800
4,995
8,500
16,950
3,995
9,995
9,850
SOLD
5,950
12,500
8,950
8,550
7,950
7,450
3,950
7,950
4,950
10,500
5,500
5,950
24,500

Come by and see Buddy Woodle for your new ride!

(804) 577-4073
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From left are
Democratic candidate
for Congress and
presenter Norm Mosher,
Democratic Party
of Virginia chairman
Richmond Mayor Dwight
C. Jones, Grassroots
Award winner Leah
Parker, and Democratic
Party of Virginia
vice chairman and
Democratic National
Committee member
Gaylene Kanoyton.
4LSXSF]1EVG/&VSOPE[WOM

First District Democrats recognize Leah Parker
Longtime Lancaster County
resident Leah Parker was presented the 2014 First Congressional District Grassroots Award
June 21 at the Jefferson Jackson
Day Grassroots Award Luncheon
and the Jefferson Jackson Dinner
in Richmond.
Parker was awarded the 2014
Grassroots Award through a process whereby the 22 local county/
city committees that make up the

First Congressional District nominated individuals for the award,
explained Democratic First Congressional District vice chairman
Donna Thompson of White Stone.
In turn, the nominees were
voted on by the members of the
First Congressional Committee,
said Thompson.
Nominating Parker for this
honor, Lancaster County Democratic Committee (LCDC) chair-

man Bob Prescott hailed her as a
devoted grassroots activist for the
local party, who works tirelessly in
every facet of the election process.
“Leah is active from start to
ﬁnish—from distributing yard
signs and literature to telephone
canvassing and organizing election parties. Our successes are
largely due to the efforts of Leah
Parker; she’s our gem,” said
Prescott.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 3, 1904, issue of
the Virginia Citizen)

Caught On The Fly

Mr. James Shelton, an aged citizen residing near Miskimon, died on Tuesday afternoon.
Joseph H. Haydon and bride returned
from Baltimore Saturday to their home in
Upper Essex.
W. R. Gardy and family, of Philadelphia,
came down last week to visit the lady’s parents in Richmond county.
Rev. Dr. R. H. Pitt and son will leave
Richmond the latter part of this week for
the former’s old home in Middlesex county.
Dr. Pitt will preach next Sunday in Harmony Grove church in Middlesex.
Mrs. Lula R. Gaines and daughter, Lillie,
returned from Baltimore last Saturday to
spend two weeks at Centre Cross, Essex
county, after which time they will visit
friends at Urbanna and Irvington.
The people of this section have two
“Fourth of July” occasions offered them
that are particularly attractive. Those that
love baseball and the drama more than fireworks will take place in Sharps; and those
that prefer fireworks and big eating will go
to Poplar Neck.
Mr. Thomas Bellfield, of Westmoreland
county, who was sent to the Western State
Hospital at Williamsburg last February,
committed suicide at that institution by
forming a rope of the bed clothing, which
he had cut up up for that purpose, and
which he used to hang himself. He is survived by his widow and several small children.

Kilmarnock

Rev. F. W. Claybrook returned last week
from attending the V.M.I. finals. He brings
with him his cross of honor, presented to
the survivors of the cadet battalion in the
New Market fight forty odd years ago, and

YOUR LETTERS

we are justly pround of our distinguished
townsman.
Capt. G. P. Squire, W. McD. Lee, Rev. F.
W. Claybrook, R. D. Carter, J. B. Cralle and
T. O. Smither, building committee on the
new Masonic Hall, met here Monday and
decided on plans.
Mrs. John McCroble left Tuesday for a
visit to relatives and friends in Maryland.
Mrs. Henry Dohrman is visiting her
parental home near Baltimore.

Tax rate has little
or no impact on
home-port choice

I urge Lancaster supervisors to
be very cautious before considering a reduction in the rates for
personal property taxes.
The revenue will have to be
made up with an increase in other
taxes. Promises of increased ecoFor Sale
One fine Sable Rock colt, 3 years old, no nomic activity are speculative.
bad habits, strong, healthy, amiable disposi- The proponents bear the burden
of proposing where to offset the
tion.
lost revenue.
Irvington
The Virginia Institute of
Parsonage Day here Thursday July 7th,
Marine Sciences studied this
next.
issue in 2002, surveying boat
W. McD. Lee is in New York on business
owners in the Northern Neck
this week
area, and 71% indicated personal
Old papers at the Citizen office 20 cents
property taxes were no inﬂuence
a hundred.
in the location decision-making.
F. G. Newbill and Grover Willey were in
A comparison of boat and
Baltimore the past week.
car personal property tax rates
Children’s Day exercises at Wesley
shows Lancaster has a boat rate
Chapel, near Palmer, Sunday at 8 p.m.
of $1.52 per $100 and $2.04 for
Mrs. Lola Bryant and little daughter, of
cars; Northumberland, $3.60 per
Weems, were visiting relatives here Friday.
$100 (based on 40% of assessed
Mrs. Emma Davis and Miss Addie Garner
value for an effective rate of
left Wednesday for a month’s visit to Balti$1.44 per $100) for boats and
more and Washington.
cars; Hampton, $.00001 per
Millenbeck
$100 for boats and $4.25 per
Rev. A. D. Reynolds preached a very
$100 for cars; Gloucester, $1
interesting sermon at the Corrottoman Bap- per $100 for boats and $2.95
tist church on Sunday.
per $100 for cars; and Mathews,
Dr. Russell Cottingham is visiting his
$1.45 per $100 for boats and
parental home, at Ottoman.
$3.70 per $100 for cars.
Geo. E. Lewis and A. W. Davis, Jr., were
Lancaster County is not in
in Middlesex last week.
competition with Tidewater. That
Leland Shackelford has returned home
area has easy ocean access, the
again from school.
ability to repair larger boats, air(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunport access, hotels and other ameteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
nities that attract the high-value
and Library)
boats. Neighboring counties have

rates very similar to Lancaster for
boats. Will the revenue loss shift
to our car tax?
The empty slips in Lancaster
County have more to do with
long-term trends in boating—
the high costs for fuel, slip fees,
insurance, maintenance and
repair and parts. Older boaters
who sell their boats are not being
replaced by younger boaters due
to these costs that have increased
out of proportion to incomes.
New boat sales in the U.S.
declined from 900,000 in 2006
to 525,000 in 2011. The number
of registered boats in the U.S.
peaked at about 13 million in
2005 and was just under 12 million in 2013.
Our personal property tax rate
has little to no inﬂuence on these
trends and any change should be
approached with caution and a
good bit of skepticism.
Joe Urban,
Lancaster

Shocking
treatment
I am very disappointed to
have read in the paper about
the “public ﬂogging” given to
Catherine Bennett at a recent
board of supervisors meeting.
I am a Lancaster County resident but have always thought
that I would prefer to live
in Northumberland County
because they supported their
citizens who own property. I
no longer believe that.
I am appalled that any county
ofﬁcial would publicly ﬂog a

citizen. I believe all the members of the board who were at
the meeting should resign.
Catherine Bennett is very
well schooled. She has college
degrees in journalism, minor
in graphic design and a graduate of the Realtor Institute
(GRI). She has been a Realtor/
broker for over 10 years. She
owns her own company and
has written two books.
I believe Catherine is quite
accomplished
and
astute
enough to take part in any
public discussions regarding
real estate. Her qualiﬁcations
may exceed any qualiﬁcations
of those sitting on the board of
supervisors. In the very least,
the board needs to publicly
apologize to Catherine Bennett.
I am very angry any public
ofﬁcial would believe they are
above any other citizen of the
county for expressing their
views on the topic at hand.
I believe the board needs to
become educated in the matters that come before them
before making a decision.
Just because the board does
not like what a citizen has to
say does not give them the
right to slander a citizen without facts.
I believe the board needs to
be compliant on state mandates
already in place. If all our laws
were changed because of one
complaint, I believe we would
not be a free people.
Judy Yucht,
Lancaster

HOT Independence Day Deals!
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* 
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New 2013
;H\Y\Z:,3

New 2013
Fusion Titanium

New 2013
,KNL3PTP[LK

Was $33,880

Was $35,480

Was $40,555

Now $25,995

Now $29,995

Now $33,999
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18679 Eltham Road, West Point
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