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State sandlot champions
The Northumberland High School varsity baseball team on Saturday 
won the Group 1A state tournament championship game, 9-3, over 
Honaker High School. Above, the Indians give manager Drew Saville 

coverage, see Page C1. Photo by Jacque Jett

Kiondre Owens dances across the stage on the way to get his diploma during the Northumberland High 
School Class of 2014 commencement on June 14. Photo by Renss Greene

Class of 2014 Commencement

commencement on June 14. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland supervisors on June 12 tabled 
a decision on new tourist home and 
vacation home rental rules for another 
week.

Although nobody spoke at the public 
hearing on the topic, several people 
attended the meeting to hear the deci-
sion. Joe Self made the motion to table 
the decision until today, Thursday, June 
19, seconded by Richard Haynie and 
approved unanimously.

“I would move that, since we are 
having a meeting next week, that the 
same night, we work with our staff on 
it and go through this thing on a one-
by-one basis and see if we can’t make a 
decision that night,” said Self, referring 
to the conditions on operating a vaca-
tion home rental.

The board will  hold a work session 
today at 6 p.m. on the rental question 
before moving on to a hearing on the 
proposed county budget at 7 p.m.

The board is considering new lan-
guage recommended by the Northum-
berland planning commission speci-

fying the rules for allowing vacation 
home rentals by-right in most zoning 
districts in the county. Tourist homes 
would continue to require a conditional 
use permit. In the new language, tour-
ist homes are defined by rentals of 

individual guest rooms in a dwelling, 
where the operator lives on or adjacent 
to the premises. A vacation home is 
characterized by the rental of an entire 
dwelling and its associated property.

“It sounds like we’re just wordsmith-
ing this, and we’re back in February, to 
get around the fact that you didn’t vote 
to allow vacation homes as by-right at 
the time,” said Monty Diehl of Reed-
ville.

“I think Monty’s right,” added Lee 
Allain of Lottsburg. “We’ve just kind 
of repackaged what was in it before a 
little bit, and I get this feeling that in 
a neighborhood, like I’m in, like most 
of us are in, I’d sure like to have some-
body reviewing that process before it 
happens.”

Diehl said he was not opposed to tour-
ist homes, but wants a say in whether 
they can open up next door to him.

“They’re there, just like when I go 
to Nags Head, to have a good time for 
a week,” Diehl said. “I’m there to live 
and work.”

“I think we need to move on it,” said 
board chairman Ronnie Jett. “We just 
keep putting it off and putting it off.”

GWYNN’S ISLAND—Virginia’s oyster industry got a shock in March when 
one of its most productive hatcheries lost several hundred million oyster larvae. The 
larvae mysteriously all died or stopped producing, and then started producing again 
last week.     

Oyster Seed Holdings on Callis Wharf in Gwynn’s Island lost the oyster larvae 
at the same time construction workers started sandblasting and painting the John 
Andrew Twigg Bridge across the Piankatank River. When Virginia Secretary of 
Natural Resources Molly Ward 
halted the painting work on the 
bridge, the larvae began produc-
ing again.  

“We are still trying to sort this 
thing out,” said Jim Wesson, the 
Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission (VMRC) oyster replen-
ishment director. “We know that 
Oyster Seed Holdings has been 
producing larvae successfully 
at the Gwynn’s Island lab for 
six years. They had a very good 
winter. They had a good January, February and first half of March. Then, all the 
larvae died and there was little to no production until last week.

“It may be a coincidence but after the first day they started sandblasting and 
painting the Piankatank River bridge, all the larvae died, and when they stopped 
last week, the larvae started coming back.     

“We are not sure that we have found the smoking gun yet,” Wesson said. “All we 
know is that we are missing out on a lot of larvae and we are searching for the sci-
ence to figure this out.” 

Oyster Seed Holdings has helped transform Virginia’s Middle Peninsula into a 
cottage industry of oyster growers, employing dozens of workers and supplying 
several high-end restaurants. The firm produced 55 million single-seed oysters for 
cages and floats, and 1.1 billion eyed larvae for spat-on-shell oyster production. 

More than half of all Chesapeake Bay oyster growers buy their seed from Oyster 
Seed Holdings, which is owned by Mike Congrove and Rufus Ruark.

“We hope we are back on track,” said Wesson. “The secretary [of natural 
resources] shut the bridge work down and immediately we started seeing larvae 
again. We do know that the mix in the paint used on the bridge . . . messes up meta-
morphosis of a lot of things. If it had happened in November, we would have not 
even known about it. Unfortunately, it happened at the peak of production season.

“What bothers me is that we are dealing with a problem that most likely could 
have been prevented and, unfortunately, we will be missing a lot of bushels of oys-
ters in 2016. If the hatchery does well in June, July and August, we will make up 
some ground, but May is usually the most productive month,” he said.

VMRC is currently conducting a study to determine exactly what happened at 
the Callis Wharf hatchery, said Wesson. 

What killed the 
oyster larvae?

by Larry Chowning

“It may be a coincidence but after 
the first day they started sandblast-
ing and painting the Piankatank 
River bridge, all the larvae died, and 
when they stopped last week, the 
larvae started coming back.”

 —Jim Wesson
VMRC oyster replenishment director     

Northumberland board shies
away from tourist home decision

Board member Joe Self made the 
motion to continue a decision on 
the ongoing vacation and tourist 
home issue to Thursday, June 19.

by Renss Greene



InsideNews      June 19, 2014
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, Audrey@RappRecord.com
Renss Greene

extension 28, Renss@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, Troy@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, Wayne@RappRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com
Angie Garrett, Accounts Manager
extension 12, Angie@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Anna@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

Single copy: $.75.

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

FYI
River Market
Fresh Homemade

Tuna Salad
White Stone 435-1725

Don’t Miss It!

8th Annual
Patrons Gala

Sunday, June 29

Art on display & tickets on sale June 3 - 29
Rappahannock Art League, 19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

Reception 4 p.m.
Ticket Drawing 5 p.m.

Kick-off Reception
Friday, June 6, 5-7 p.m.

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

CLAYBROOK BAPTIST CHURCH
2242 Weems Road, Weems, VA

All are welcome up to age 18
For more Information, call 438-6376 or 435-2823.

KILMARNOCK—Council 
members Mae Umphlett and 
William Smith attended their 
last meeting as council mem-
bers Monday, June 16.

Umphlett will surrender her 
council seat to become mayor 
June 26, and Smith chose not 
to seek re-election at the end of 
his term this month. 

Smith served one term of 
four years on council. Umphlett 
was appointed to a seat in July 
2011, then elected to her coun-
cil seat in 2012. She resigns her 
seat halfway through her term 
to become mayor.

“Even though we haven’t 
always agreed, and we have 
voted differently, I have the 
utmost respect for you and 
we’re going to sorely miss you 
on the council,” said coun-
cil member Rebecca Nunn 
to Smith. The sentiment was 
echoed by Umphlett and vice 

mayor Emerson Gravatt.
“I miss Howard (Straughan), 

I will miss William tremen-
dously,” said town manager 
Tom Saunders.” He’s been a 
stalwart supporter and a hard 
worker on behalf of the town, 
and he won’t be replaced.”

Saunders also said he is look-
ing forward to working with the 
new council, which will meet 
in July. Planning commission 
chairman and former mayor 
and councilman Dr. Curtis 
Smith, and planning commis-
sioner Chris Allen will begin 
their terms.

This was also the last meet-
ing for mayor Raymond Booth 
and councilman Shawn Dona-
hue. Neither attended this or 
last month’s meeting. Booth 
and Donahue were both elected 
in 2010.

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock council on June 16 
approved its $1,862,562 
budget for the fiscal year 
extending from July 1, 2014 to 
June 30, 2015.

The budget, which town 
manager Tom Saunders has 
previously described as “essen-
tially flat from last year,” passed 
without public comment either 
at its first reading last month 
or during the council meeting 
this month. The budget passed 
unanimously, 5-0.

The council also unani-
mously adopted a new blighted structure ordinance.

“This is one step above the property maintenance code, that 
allows us to act on unsafe structures and vacant, blighted proper-
ties,” said planning and zoning director Marshall Sebra.

The ordinance, which gives the town authority to require 
owners of a property to remove or repair any structure that the 
town manager determines might endanger the public health 
or safety of other residents of the town, was recommended by 
staff and the planning commission. The public hearing drew no 
speakers.

In committee reports, council member Rebecca Nunn reported 
the streets, sidewalks and playground committee was briefed 

this month on the creation of 
a master plan for the Town 
Centre People’s Park. Sam 
Tuttle of Community Planning 
Partners Inc., which designed 
the Mary Ball Road neighbor-
hood improvement project, 
told the committee the com-
pany will put together a group 
of citizens to gauge what the 
community wants, then design 
a master plan for the lot.

The committee also reported 
that Eagle Scouts are doing so 
much work in Baylor Park the 
town has no need to apply for 
grants.

“We will now opt out of the 
grant process,” Nunn said. “I guess the Eagle Scouts want to do 
a lot of stuff for us at Baylor Park, so we don’t need to apply for 
grants.”

Nunn also reported from the administration/finance commit-
tee that the Virginia Department of Transportation has approved 
drawings for a sidewalk to fill in the gap between the existing 
Mary Ball Road and South Main Street sidewalks. Council 
authorized the advertisement of a request for proposals for the 
project.

Council also voted to auction obsolete water and sewer equip-
ment online, and to approve the suggested Virginia Retirement 
System contribution rate.

KILMARNOCK—Mayor-
elect Mae Umphlett and town 
council members Chris Allen, 
Emerson Gravatt and Dr. Curtis 
Smith will be sworn into office 
Thursday, June 26, at Kilmar-
nock Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Umphlett is Kilmarnock’s 
first woman mayor and is a 
native of Kilmarnock. Both 
Gravatt and Smith have previ-
ously served on the council; 
Smith was mayor from 2006 
through 2010. This is Allen’s 
first elected role; he is on the 
town planning commission.

The event will include an 
open house reception at 4:30 
p.m. with the swearing-in cer-
emony at 5:30 p.m. The public 
is invited, said deputy town 
manager Susan Cockrell.

KILMARNOCK—“Our 
town‘s water supply contin-
ues to be well maintained 
and meets all Commonwealth 
of Virginia requirements,” 
announced Kilmarnock town 
manager and public works 
director Tom Saunders.

“Each year the town sum-
marizes the statistics about its 
water system and publishes the 
Consumer Confidence Report 
(CCR). This year the CCR 
is available on line and will 

Virginia American Water 
recently published its 2013 
water quality reports for cus-
tomers within its four Virginia 
service areas including the city 
of Alexandria, Hopewell, Dale 
City and the Northern Neck. 

Also called the Consumer 
Confidence Report, the find-
ings compare the quality of 
water supplied by Virginia 
American Water with stan-
dards established by the EPA 
and enforced by the Virginia 
Department of Health. The 
report describes local drinking 
water sources and shares test 
results, including all substances 
detected and their levels. This is 
the 15th year in a row that Vir-
ginia American Water has met 
all standards, a perfect score 
since the reporting requirement 
went into effect in 1998.

“Year after year, our ability 
to report that our water meets 
all federal and state standards 
for drinking water speaks to 
the vigilance and commitment 
our team displays every day 
of every year,” said president 
William R. Walsh. “Our staff 
is humbled by the responsibil-
ity they have to provide drink-
ing water on a daily basis to our 
more than 370,000 customers, 
so we’re always very proud to 
share a perfect report.”

 According to EPA, Ameri-
can Water’s subsidiaries 
together have greater than 
99.9% compliance for both 
water and wastewater standards 
over the last five years.

The reports are available at 
amwater.com/vaaw/customer-
service/water-quality-reports.
html, or call 1-800-452-6863. 

Kilmarnock council adopts $1.8 million
budget and blighted structure ordinance

Kilmarnock Town Council recently changed its 
committee schedule, in part to allow mayor-elect 

Umphlett to attend all committee meetings, according to 
council member Rebecca Nunn. The committees will meet 
on first Thursdays. The schedule may change after July, 
depending on the decision of the new council.

The schedule for July 3 is 8:30 a.m. police and public 
safety; 9 a.m. economic development; 9:30 a.m. streets, 
sidewalks and playground; 10 a.m. water and sewer; and 
10:30 a.m. administration and finance.

Committee schedule
by Renss Greene

Mayor-elect Mae Umphlett says farewell to councilman 
William Smith. 

Council transition begins
by Renss Greene

Inauguration
ceremony set
for Thursday

Town receives favorable water quality report 
not be mailed to each utility 
account,” reported Saunders.

The report has been posted 
at kilmarnock.com, he said. 
Click on the link on the home 
page regarding the 2013 Con-
sumer Confidence Report.

This annual Drinking Water 
Quality Report for calen-
dar year 2013 is designed to 
inform citizens and businesses 
about their drinking water 
quality, he said. 

“Our goal is to provide you 
with a safe and dependable 
supply of drinking water, and 
we want you to understand 
the efforts we make to protect 
your water supply,” said Saun-
ders.  

The quality of drinking 
water must meet state and 
federal requirements adminis-
tered by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health (VDH). Each 
year, the Department of Health 
requires water system provid-
ers to report to the public on 
the quality of their drinking 
water. The Consumer Confi-
dence Report was mandated 

by the 1996 Amendments to 
the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

Kilmarnock constantly mon-
itors for various contaminants 
in the water supply to meet all 
regulatory requirements. The 
tables in the report list only 
detected contaminants that are 
required to be reported. Many 
other contaminants have been 
analyzed, but were not present 
or were below the detection 
limits of lab equipment.  

Some of the water quality 
results in the tables are from 
testing done prior to 2013.  
However, the Commonwealth 
of Virginia allows Kilmarnock 
to monitor for these contami-
nants less than once per year 
because their concentrations 
do not change frequently.  

All identified “contami-
nants” are within the limits 
established by the Virginia 
Department of Health, said 
Saunders. No items require 
actions to be taken. The water 
system did not have any viola-
tions during the year as well, 
he added.

Virginia American Water
again meets all standards

There is an alert about 
Kilmarnock’s drinking water 
and a cosmetic dental prob-
lem that might affect children 
under nine years of age, he 
said.  At low levels, fluoride 
can help prevent cavities, but 
children drinking water con-
taining more than 2 milligrams 
per liter (mg/l) of fluoride may 
develop cosmetic discolor-
ation of their permanent teeth 
(dental fluorosis).  The drink-
ing water provided by the 
Kilmarnock water system had 
a fluoride concentration of 3.29 
mg/l in the sampling shown in 
the quality report. 

Dental fluorosis in its moder-
ate or severe forms may result 
in a brown staining and or pit-
ting of the permanent teeth. 
This problem occurs only in 
developing teeth, before they 
erupt from the gums.

Children under nine should 
be provided with alternative 
sources of drinking water or 
water that has been treated to 
remove the fluoride to avoid the 
possibility of staining and pit-
ting of their permanent teeth. 
Citizens may also want to con-
tact their dentists about proper 
use by young children of fluo-
ride-containing products.

Older children and adults 
may safely drink the water.

Those who have questions 
about the report, want addi-
tional information about any 
aspect of their drinking water, 
or want to know how to par-
ticipate in decisions that may 
affect the quality of the town’s 
drinking water, may contact 
Tom Saunders at 435-1552, or 
tsaunders@kilmarnockva.com.

The Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce will 
hold a photo contest. The theme is people having fun in 

Lancaster County.
“Think picnics, boat rides, pictures of people eating 

crabs and oysters or folks enjoying a Fourth of July 
parade,” said photo contest chairman Lisa Valdrighi.

The photos will be considered for publication in the 
Chamber’s annual directory and need to be submitted in 
high resolution to the Chamber office by October 15.

“Photos may be shot horizontally or vertically for the 
directory, but we are seeking a good quality vertical photo 
for the cover,” said Valdrighi. “So if you’d like your photo 
to be considered for the cover, be sure it’s vertical.”

When submitting photos, include the names of the people 
appearing in the picture, from left to right, where it was 
taken, what they are doing and the photographer’s name. 
Please include a phone number for contact purposes only.

Photos may be submitted at info@lancasterva.com. Hard 
copies also may be submitted to Lancaster By the Bay 
Chamber, P.O. Box 1868, Kilmarnock VA 22482 or dropped 
at the Chamber office, 129 South Main Street, from 9 a.m 
to 5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.

Lancaster by the Bay Chamber 
announces ‘fun’ photo contest
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Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200  1-877-436-9200

“Come join us--we’re going places”

Adventure Travel

Featuring 2 Train Excursions
3 DAYS - 2 NIGHTS

SEPTEMBER 22-24, 2014
$499 per person (Double Occupancy)

Package Includes:
2 Nights Lodgings • 2 Breakfasts • 1 Lunch • 2 Dinners 

•  2 Trains in one day: 
The Cheat Mountain Salamander & The Durbin Rocket

American Mountain Theatre •Seneca Caverns • Blackwater Falls
State Park • Souvenir Gift • Baggage Handling

Taxes and Meal Gratuities • Motorcoach Transportation

Christmas In New York
DECEMBER 2-5, 2014

Join us for the sights and sounds of the Holiday Season
in New York! Radio City Rockettes, Rockefeller Center,
Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island & Fifth Avenue Shopping

Early Reservation Needed

RIDE THE RAILS West Virginia

42 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA

www.wfbooth.com

CUSTOM INTERIORS

GRABER
EVERY HOME A GALLERY, EVERY WINDOW A CANVAS.

EXTERIOR SOLAR SHADES
CELLULAR SHADES
WOOD SHUTTERS
PLEATED SHADES
VERTICAL BLINDS 
ROLLER SHADES

WOOD BLINDS
                                   

  W
.F. Booth & Son, Inc.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Lancaster County 
-

ett this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.

Dalton L. Howard, 18, of 
James Lane was charged June 9 
on a Middlesex County charge 
of grand larceny (felony).

Karlide A. Harding Jr., 23, of 
Gunther Lane was charged June 
13 with felonious assault.
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster area man, 22, 
was charged June 11 on a Hen-
rico County charge of contempt 
of court.

A Gunther Lane man, 50, was 
charged June 11 with assault 
and battery. 

A Morattico Road man, 
26, was charged June 12 with 
assault and battery. 

A Peake Road man, 55, was 
charged June 13 on Henrico 
County charges of profane/
threatening language over the 
public airways, and two counts 
of assault and battery. 

A River Road man, 21, was 
charged June 13 with assault 
and battery. 

June 9:  Staff responded 
to a residential burglary alarm 
in the 6500 block of Windmill 
Point Road and discovered a 
burglary had taken place and 
located a vehicle suspected of 
being involved in a hit-and-run 
incident in Northumberland 
County (burglary damages not 
reported at this time; VSP noti-

-
cle), to Lancaster High School 
to assist with a complex issue 
involving temporary custody 
of a foreign exchange student 
(advice sought from juvenile 

complaint in the Corrotoman-
By-The-Bay subdivision.

June 10: -
dlesex authorities of a minor 

Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
(involved motorist made report 
from Greys Point); responded to 
assist Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) on a call on Wig-
gins Avenue, to an E911 dis-
connect call on Dogwood Lane 
(telephone line problem), to an 
E911 call in the 400 block of 
Nuttsville Road (no emergency 
services needed), to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Joyful 
Way, to a noise violation com-

1600 block of Windmill Point 
Road (controlled burn), and to 
a disturbance call in the 100 
block of Weems Road; received 
a report of damage to and theft 
from a vehicle in the 1700 
block of Windmill Point Road 
(leather briefcase and contents 
stolen; $170 loss), a complaint 
from an Irvington area resident 
about two attempts to defraud 
him/her by telephone calls (call-
ers wanted remote access to 

about auto insurance; complain-
ant did not release any personal 
identifying information), and a 
report of damages to a vehicle 

-
covered damages after parking 
at LMS; $2,500 damages); and 

a downed tree blocking Rocky 
Neck Road.

June 11: Staff responded to 
a missing person incident in the 
Irvington area (elderly person 
was located by Gloucester 

hours after the initial complaint 
was received); and received a 
motorist’s complaint of a driver 
not securing an infant in a car 

to intercept the vehicle), several 
E911 calls that could only be 
tracked back to a cell tower in 
Northumberland County and the 
caller’s phone blocked incoming 
calls when dispatch attempted 
to make contact, and a walk-in 
complaint of trespassing.

June 12: Staff responded 
with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) and Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department 
(KVFD) to Corrotoman Circle 
for a lightning strike and residen-

-
nect call in the 12200 block of 
Mary Ball Road (telephone line 

2300 block of Morattico Road, 

received a walk-in complaint for 
a protective order (duty magis-

to issue a protective order based 
on the complainant’s informa-
tion), a walk-in complaint of a 
domestic argument involving a 
public school education issue, 
and  a destruction of property 
report from a Washington Street 
resident (door jamb; $150 dam-
ages). 

June 13:  Staff responded to 
a juvenile behavioral complaint 
on Wilson Lane, with KPD and 
EMS to an intentional prescrip-
tion drug overdose call in the 
200 block of Irvington Road, 
to a domestic disturbance call 
on Peake Road (arrest reported 
above), to a runaway/suicidal 
juvenile incident on Whisper-
ing Pines Road (juvenile was 
located and found to be safe 
within 45 minutes of initial 
report), to an E911 disconnect 
call on Bewdley Road (tele-
phone line problem), to an 
abandoned/trespassing vehicle 
complaint on Kamps Mill 

on Fox Hill Drive, to a domes-
tic disturbance on Joyful Way, 
and to a trespass complaint 

of large chunks of concrete on 
the Norris Bridge;  and recov-
ered an abandoned bicycle from 
the 3900 block of White Chapel 
Road.

June 14: Staff responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
in the 300 block of Chesapeake 
Drive,  to an E911 disconnect 
call in the 17000 block of Mary 
Ball Road (no emergency ser-
vices needed), with KPD to a 
disorderly conduct complaint 
in the 100 block of Irvington 
Road, to a disorderly conduct/
trespass complaint at a Lively 
area convenience store, with 

several women on Fox Hill 
Drive, with Virginia State Police 
at the request of Northumber-

Mila Road, to a residential bur-

Road (no damages; two dogs 
missing from outside kennel), 
with EMS to a medical emer-
gency on Wiggins Avenue, and 
to a noise violation complaint in 
the area of Shore Drive.

June 15: Staff attempted 
to locate a juvenile reported 
as missing from Northum-
berland County (juvenile was 
located as safe approximately 
10 hours after the initial report 
was received); checked on the 
well-being of a Benson Road 
resident at the request of a con-
cerned out-of-town resident (no 
emergency services needed); 
responded to a possible larceny 
complaint in the 5400 block of 
Mary Ball Road (complainant 
reported his 15-year-old Jack 
Russell terrier may have been 
stolen from his vehicle), to a 
juvenile behavioral complaint 
on Black Stump Road (juve-

at the request of Northumber-
land authorities to a trespass/
noise violation complaint at the 
Hughlett Point nature preserve; 
received a report of a reckless 
driver entering the county from 

-
tion to attempt to intercept), 
and a walk-in complaint of an 
assault. 

Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call on 

-
phone line problem), to an 
attempted burglary complaint 
on Lancaster Creek Drive (no 
criminal incident), and to an 
abandoned vehicle complaint 
on Crawfords Corner Road; 

injured blue heron in the area of 
Kent Point Road; and received 
a complaint from a Nugent 
Lane resident of an attempt to 
defraud him/her via telephone 

information in order to remotely 
repair his/her computer; no per-

was released by the complain-
ant), and a trespass complaint 
from a Slabtown Road resident.

Staff also conducted 13 traf-
-

monses, assisted seven motor-
ists, reported two deer strikes, 

-
trol, investigated seven building 
alarms, processed two mental 

for animal control service.

KVFD responded to a smoke 
alarm/report on Southport Lane 

Corrotoman Circle.
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 

Fire Department responded to a 

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 

Greenwood Court.
Northumberland Sher-

iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 12 
individuals.

Aki Martez Gibson, 24, of 
Kilmarnock was charged June 
9 with possession of a firearm 
by a violent felon, distribu-

Crime Solvers and the Lancaster Sheriff’s Office are asking the 
public’s help to solve the cold case of a young nursing student 
who was shot to death on July 18, 2010, in the Nuttsville area of 
Lancaster County.

Jasmine Smith was attending a yard party when she lost her life 
in a senseless act of violence between rival groups of youth who 
chose to solve their differences with guns. 

Over 100 people were present at the party when Smith was 
shot, but few have come forward to help bring justice to Smith 
and her family.

Crime Solvers is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and conviction of the shooter. 

Make a secure and anonymous call to the Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers tip line at 462-7463. Crime Solvers will never ask 
your name. Help solve Jasmine Smith’s murder and bring closure 
to her family.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
tion of marijuana (5 pounds or 
more), possession of a firearm 
on person with Schedule I or II 
drugs and a summons for defec-
tive equipment.

Anthony Darnell Gregory, 28, 
of Heathsville was charged June 
10 with malicious wounding, 
child abuse, assault and battery 
and injuring a telephone line to 
prevent calling for help.

Lagasha Shanae Syndor, 34, 
of Lottsburg was charged June 
10 on an extradition warrant 
from Prince Georges County, 
Md., for burglary and theft.

Bruce O’Neal Waller II, of 
Kilmarnock was charged June 
14 with possession of cocaine.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 56, was 
charged June 9 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and reckless driving.

A Nuttsville woman, 26, was 
charged June 12 with assault and 
battery on a Lancaster County 
warrant. She was charged by the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 20, was 
charged June 12, on a summons 
for reckless driving.

A Callao man, 26, was 
charged June 12 with being 
drunk in public.

A Virginia Beach man, 29, 
was charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 
driving with an open container. 

A Reedville man, 43, was 
charged June 15 with destroying 
property.

A Heathsville man, 48, was 
charged June 15 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol, 
possession of marijuana and 
reckless driving.

A Burgess man, 30, was 
charged June 15 with possession 
of marijuana.

K I L M A R N O C K — R e p -
resentatives of the Town of 
Kilmarnock and U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 33 on 
Flag Day, June 14, respectfully 
retired 266 flags.

“I have inspected the flags 
and have found them to have 
completed their mission, are 
now unserviceable and rec-
ommend they be respectfully 
retired,” reported Flotilla 33 
chaplin Frans Kasteel.

Flotilla commander Ed Hind 
inspected one flag, which rep-
resented all the flags on hand, 
acknowledged that it was unser-
viceable and accepted Kasteel’s 
recommendation.  

This ceremony and mayor-
elect Mae Umphlett’s speech 
preceded the actual process. 
This was the third annual Flag 
Retirement Ceremony held by 
the town and flotilla on Flag 
Day. The Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department supplied a 
brush truck and crew to ensure 
fire safety.

Flotilla and Kilmarnock officials 
conduct flag retirement ceremony

Photo by Maggie Somerville

“We are proud to partner 
with the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
to provide this service to the 
community,” said deputy town 
manager Susan Cockrell. “We 
started this ceremony because 
people did not know what to do 
with their old flags and did not 
want to just throw them away. 

We have been delightfully sur-
prised how many people come 
by and drop off their old flags 
for respectful disposal.”

“This is our third year work-
ing with the Town of Kilmar-
nock and the Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department,” said 
Hind. “We in the auxiliary 

want to make sure that the flags 
flown proudly at the homes and 
businesses in the community 
get the proper respect when 
they become unserviceable. 
Auxiliary members of Flotilla 
33 are happy to volunteer their 
time and effort for this commu-
nity service.”

CRIME SOLVERS
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Shop With Attitude!
Attitude Boutique
76 South Main Street

Kilmarnock
804-435-8811

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm
shopattitudeboutique@gmail.com

 25% to 75% 
June 19th - July 5th

Super Summer

Sale

Proud to offer 
made in the USA products

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters
Upholstery

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

LEARN TO SAIL

 

ALL LADIES & MENS RED, WHITE, OR 
BLUE PANTS, SHORTS, SWIM, GOLF, 
SHIRTS, SWEATERS, TOPS & MORE.  
MIX AND MATCH!* 

 

SALE ENDS JULY 5TH 

OPEN MON-SAT 10-5 

CLOSED 4TH OF JULY! 
 

 
 
125 S. MAIN STREET 
KILMARNOCK, VA   
804-577-4041 

*Of equal or lesser value.  Excludes Brighton, A’nue, Miraclebody, Zero 
Restriction, Southwick, and Sperry Top Sider 

Independence Day Sale 
 

Buy One,  

Get One Free! 
Heads Up Hairworks, inc.

Welcomes back
Ashley Adams

as a certified Massage Therapist

Available Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Stop by or call to make an appointment.

(804) 435-7507
80 N. Main St. Kilmarnock

KILMARNOCK—Soon, 
the Lancaster Community 
Library (LCL) will become 
more than just a great library 
serving Lancaster County and 
the lower Northern Neck.

With its plans for expansion 
at a new location, the library 
will be transformed into a 21st-
century community center.

LCL is ready to turn the page 
to a vibrant future in a new 
facility, said executive director 
Lindsy Gardner. 

In January 2014, the library 
was presented an opportunity 
to purchase River Lanes and 
Grill, the bowling alley and 
restaurant property at 16 Town 
Centre Drive, Kilmarnock.  
The building was originally 
constructed in 2009 for $4 mil-
lion on a 4-acre lot. The tax 
appraisal values this property 
at $2.5 million. After discus-
sion and approval by the board, 
the library purchased the bowl-
ing alley for $800,000. It was 
one of the few properties in 
Kilmarnock with the capacity 
to house an expanded library 
without constructing a new 
facility from the ground up.

“The new library facility 
will offer something for every-
one,” said Gardner.

The new library will have 
a greatly expanded children’s 
room with space for parents 
and children to explore books 
and creative play together, a 
dedicated space for children’s 
programs and a teen space 
with an appealing atmosphere 

Library expansion continues to evolve

Lancaster Community Library board members and The Nettie Lokey Wiley and 

Walker, Marianne Henderson, Bill Pennell, Lindsy Gardner, BHB Hubbard, Anne 

for quiet interaction and age-
appropriate technology, said 
Gardner.

  Adults will enjoy a large 
technology area for use of 
public computers or per-
sonal devices in comfort with 
greater privacy. Books, audio-
books and DVDs will be on 
lower shelves, which will be 
much easier to see, reach and 
browse, she continued.

The building also will pro-
vide a larger meeting room to 
better accommodate popular 
programs like the Sundays at 
Two lecture series, a smaller 
meeting room for 15 to 18 
people, and two or three small 
study rooms. 

Tymoff+Moss of Norfolk 
has been chosen for archi-
tectural services based on its 
experience designing over 100 
libraries in Virginia. Comple-
tion of the renovation work is 
estimated for early 2016, said 

Gardner. The projected cost 
of the project is $2.5 million, 
which includes the $800,000 
purchase price, renovation 
costs and $250,000 toward 
the endowment for additional 
operating costs.

Gardner chairs the effort, 
working with capital cam-
paign manager Marianne Hen-
derson, a former LCL board 
president with experience in 
non-profit management.

The LCL capital campaign’s 
recent success in acquiring 
a $250,000 grant from the 
The Nettie Lokey Wiley and 
Charles L. Wiley Founda-
tion, a $47,946 grant from the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund and 
individual gifts add up to over 
$470,000 raised thus far, about 
20% of the goal. 

Gardner noted the library’s 
appreciation for the generous 
gifts to date.

The fund-raising will 

expand to the entire commu-
nity later this summer, added 
Henderson.

 “While large grants con-
tribute significantly to the 
campaign, we’re counting on 
the generosity of individuals 
and businesses in our commu-
nity to get to the finish line,” 
she said.

“We are truly turning the 
page by expanding services 
and creating a library for the 
future. The opportunity to pur-
chase the building allows us to 
bring those plans to fruition 
in a cost-effective way,” said 
Gardner. 

The American Library 
Association confirms that 
despite the expansive digiti-
zation of information, use of 
libraries is expanding. This is 
because libraries not only offer 
information but also commu-
nity resources and places to 
socialize, she said.

LANCASTER—The following cases 
were heard in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court on June 13 by Judge Harry T. Talia-
ferro III.

Travis Aaron Ball, in a sentencing hear-
ing from an April 7 bench trial, was given 
an active sentence of six months for felony 
unlawful use of a vehicle, three months for 
misdemeanor cruelty to an animal and no 
active time for taking the victim’s phone.  
Judge Taliaferro also sentenced him to one 
year supervised probation, participation in a 
substance abuse program and ordered Ball to 
pay restitution of $764.

Corey Devon Smith, charged with four 

felony probation violations for using cocaine 
and alcohol, was not given any more time. 
According to Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Kenny Kunkle, Smith was con-
victed in 2002 of “heavy duty offenses” for 
which he “served substantial time.” Kunkle 
asked for a stiff penalty for violating proba-
tion by using drugs and alcohol. Defense 
attorney Joseph Caprio argued his client 
freely admitted to the abuse and submitted 
several letters with positive recommenda-
tions for Smith from program facilitators. 
“He’s apparently got himself on a straight 
course,” said Judge Taliaferro. “This is an 
apparent warning. I will not extend the time.”

Tyrone Conaway, convicted of felony 
malicious wounding, was sentenced to an 

active four years, one month, with two years 
supervised probation and participation in a 
substance abuse program. He was ordered 
not to have any contact with the victim and 
to pay restitution of $400. Defense attorney 
William Hubbard asked for work release, 
which the judge granted, based on approval 
by the prison facility.

Cynthia Ann DeMarco, accused of alter-
ing her Zanex prescription from 60 pills to 
160, pled no contest and was sentenced 
to two years, all suspended, plus one year 
of supervised probation. According to her 
attorney, Elizabeth Hurd, the defendant com-
pleted a drug abuse program and is currently 
living with family and employed in Newport 
News.

LANCASTER—Tyrone 
Conaway, 45, of Weems was 
found guilty of felony mali-
cious wounding in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on April 
7. Sentencing was argued on 
June 13 and the court rendered 
a sentence of 20 years with all 
suspended but four years and 
one month active time, reported 
Lancaster County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Robert L. 
Cunningham. 

“In October 2013, a 68-year-
old Lancaster resident received 
extensive injuries to his facial 
area endangering his eyesight 
from blows administered by Mr. 
Conaway,” said Cunningham. 
“In court testimony, the wife of 
the victim testified to observing 
Mr. Conaway hit her husband 
approximately four times while 

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

Commonwealth’s Attorney Cunningham issues
statement regarding malicious wounding case

standing over her husband as he 
lay on the ground in her yard.

“Also at trial, Dr. Virginia 
Gale of Rappahannock General 
Hospital spoke to the extensive 
nature of the blows. Dr. Gale 
received him in a state of con-
cussion with both eyes swol-

len and hemorrhaged. One eye 
would not move and she deter-
mined there was ‘entrapment 
of the eye.’ Concerned over the 
loss of an eye she immediately 
ordered that the patient be air 
lifted to Virginia Common-
wealth University Ophthalmol-

ogy in Richmond. The calcu-
lated nature of these blows and 
their severity certainly must 
have weighed heavily in the 
court’s determination,” said 
Cunningham.

LOST JACK RUSSELL (HALEY)
Near Oaks Restaurant in Lively

Sunday, June 15
Light brown & white, 

spry, 15 years old but on  
medication. If 

deceased, remains need-
ed for cremation. Please call Don or Chris 

435-2627   Reward regardless
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“New Chesapeake Burger”
only at

Northern Neck Burger Co.
Purchase a Chesapeake, Mention this Ad, 

Receive a Free Soda. See Ya Soon!

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Pearl
c l o t h i n g

35 S.  Main St.   Kilmarnock

Cut Loose
&Linnea

Made in the USA

Like us on Facebook for special sales and events

IRVINGTON—The Kilmarnock-
Irvington-White Stone (KIWS) Rotary 
Club recently awarded over $25,000 to 
local charities and organizations at its 
annual Philanthropy Day Luncheon at 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury. 

The money was raised at the Rotary’s 
23rd annual Bay Seafood Festival, held 
at Belle Isle State Park last September, 
according to Rotarian Peter Kane. The 

seafood festival is the organization’s major 
fundraiser event with proceeds benefitting 
local charities each year, he said. 

Some 14 representatives from chari-
table organizations attended to receive 
donations. Attending were Carolyn 
Quinn, Northern Neck Food Bank; Sandra 
Longest, The Haven Shelter and Services; 
Nan Flynn, Lancaster-Northumberland 
Habitat for Humanity; Cassie Leichty, 
YMCA Camp Kekoka; Travis Pittman, 
Dream Fields; Trey Davis, Northern Neck 

Technical Center; Sam George, Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department; 
Beth Rohne, Northern Neck Montes-
sori School; Donna McGrath, Lancaster 
High School Band Boosters; Jean Nelson, 
Northern Neck Free Health Clinic; Phil-
lip Mumford, Boys and Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck; Edna Mason, Interfaith 
Service Council; Judy Hammell, Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad; and 
Joel Dugan, Hospice Support Services of 
the Northern Neck.

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rotary awards grants totaling $25,000
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

IRVINGTON—Town offi-
cials are mulling the idea of 
allowing hunting of nuisance 
animals within town limits. 
If approved, the practice is 
expected to require a hunting 
license and petitioning town 
council for a permit. 

The planning commission’s 
amendments to the town’s fire-
arms and hunting ordinances 
are currently under review by 
town council and expected to 
come before a public hearing 
in the next few months.

As amended, an individual 
may petition the town for a 
30-day permit to hunt nui-
sance animals within town 

IRVINGTON—“It’s a good 
thing, [this year] we came in 
with a little extra money,” said 
Gene Edmonds, a member of 
Irvington’s town council.

That comment set the tone 
for the June 10 town coun-
cil hearing on the proposed 
$152,024 budget for the 2015 
fiscal year. No Irvington resi-
dents were present for the hear-
ing. The official vote to adopt 
the budget will come at noon 
June 27. 

Revenue and expenditures 

total $114,024. The highest 
sources of revenue for the 
town will be the occupancy 
tax at $62,500, sales tax at 
$26,500, bank franchise fees 
of $11,344 and auto tags at 
$9,500. 

Of note, the budget shows 
a 19% increase in sales tax 
revenue. The revenue earned 
from sales tax is projected to 
rise from $22,341 to $26,500. 
Along with this increase in 
sales tax, the town antici-
pates a 35% increase in bank 
franchise fees from $8,400 to 
$11,344.

Budget expenditures for the 
town include a 4% increase in 
wages and payroll taxes as well 
as a 7% increase in utilities 
expenditures. The town pre-
dicts gross wages will rise from 
$39,540 to $41,122, while pay-
roll taxes will increase from 
$3,195 to $3,323.

Meanwhile, decreases are 
anticipated in town mainte-
nance and office expenses. 
The predicted percentage drop 
of town maintenance costs is 
26%, going from $11,366 to 
$8,415. The town also antici-
pates a 14% drop in office 

expenses, down $1,063.
The town council plans an 

increase in community sup-
port and tourism promotion 
through additional sponsorship 
of the Irvington Crab Festival 
and other community events in 
the coming year. The support 
marks a 7% increase in com-
munity support and tourism 
promotion, from $17,550 to 
$18,850.

As proposed, the budget also 
includes $38,000 of in and out 
revenues and expenditures to 
cover Chesapeake Academy’s 
utilities.

Public remains mum on Irvington’s
$152,024 budget for fiscal year 2014-15

by Maggie Somerville

Irvington council is still considering hunting regs
by Audrey Thomasson include the Air Force Heritage 

Band on the town commons at 7 
p.m. July 1, the annual Indepen-
dence Day Parade down King 
Carter Drive at 10 a.m. July 
4, and the Irvington Farmers’ 
Market at 9 a.m. July 5.

limits and must show proof 
that they are complying with 
all state and local laws and are 
licensed to hunt in Virginia. 
The use of dogs is always pro-
hibited. 

Under code section 9-14, 
only law enforcement may 
discharge a firearm within 
town limits. However, code 
section 9-20 in conjunction 
with Virginia code 29.1-100, 
would allow by special permit 
the hunting of nuisance 
animal species with a firearm 
or by bow and arrow.

In other business, council 
is looking into the possibility 
of putting up a road sign to 
caution drivers of a hearing-
impaired child in the neigh-

borhood of Holly Circle off 
Chesapeake Drive.

According to zoning 
administrator Bob Hard-
esty, the state transportation 
department no longer sup-
plies “hearing impaired” 
signage and will only erect 
“watch for children playing” 
signage. However, Hardesty 
noted VDOT allows the town 
to put up the sign.

According to councilman 
Gene Edmonds, it would cost 
the town $21 to buy the sign 
online.

Mayor Rannie Ransone 
asked staff to look into pur-
chasing and erecting the sign.

According to town clerk 
Jackie Burrell, upcoming events 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster/Northumberland Habitat 
for Humanity (LNHFH) recently 
welcomed four new members to 
its board of directors. 

The new members are Vera 
Lee, Kim Palmer, Delores Norris 
and Catherine Snowden, reported 
board president Nan Flynn.

Lee, a Kilmarnock resident, 
works at the Lancaster Commu-
nity Library. She and her hus-
band, Bill, a Lancaster County 
supervisor, have four children 
and eight grandchildren. She is 
a member of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Kilmarnock.

“I joined the Habitat board 
because I like helping people and 
thought this was a great way to 
lend a hand,” said Lee.

Kim Palmer, a member of 
Macedonia Baptist Church in 
Heathsville, is employed at 
Carousel Physical Therapy in 
Kilmarnock.

She was eager to join the 
board, she says, because, “I feel 
it is important to contribute to 
my community in a positive 
way. I hope through my service 
with Habitat I can help others 
advance.”

Norris, a Northumberland 
County native, retired from her 
position as a program analyst 
with the U.S. Department of 
Labor in 2006 and moved back 
to Wicomico Church. She has 
served as a trustee at Mount Olive 
Baptist Church and has partici-
pated in Habitat’s annual Women 
Build for several years, recruiting 
her daughters to work alongside 
her.

“I began supporting Habitat 
through the Combined Federal 
Campaign years ago. When I 
came back to the Northern Neck 
and learned that Habitat was build-

Kim Palmer. Vera Lee is also a new board member.

Habitat names four new board members

ing homes locally, I was happy to 
become involved,” said Norris.

Snowden, a resident of 
Dutton, is branch manager at 
Chesapeake Bank’s main office 
in Kilmarnock. She served two 
terms on the board of the Mid-
dlesex YMCA and has served on 
Habitat’s family selection com-
mittee.

“I enjoyed working with the 
committee and getting to know 
the applicants,” said Snowden. 
“I embrace the values expressed 
in Habitat’s mission statement, 

to help people who are living in 
substandard conditions by giving 
them a hand up instead of a hand 
out.”

“We believe having commu-
nity members who are passion-
ate about what we do become 
involved in setting the direc-
tion of the organization and 
supervising our efforts to create 
affordable housing for qualified 
residents of Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties is the best 
way to insure that we carry out 
our mission,” said Flynn.

TAPPAHANNOCK—Start-
ing on Monday, June 23, motor-
ists can expect brief overnight 
delays on Route 360 at the Down-
ing Bridge.

Traffic will be reduced to a 
single lane from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. 
on the bridge, where Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) and contractor crews 
will patch the bridge deck for 
routine maintenance.

Work is scheduled for June 23 
through 26, weather permitting. 

The Downing Bridge carries 
Route 360 traffic between Essex 
and Richmond counties, and 
crosses the Rappahannock River 
at Tappahannock.

Bridge work
due nightly
June 23-26

The  Steamboat Era Museum 
is compiling a Steamboat Era 
Cookbook. The recipes must  
have been served between 1813-
1937. Send recipes, including 
contact information, by June 30, 
to Sallie Dashiell at steamboa-
trecipes@yahoo.com, or P.O. 
Box 8, Weems, VA  22576

Entrees, salads, desserts, 
cocktails and other food items 
are welcome. Include any related 
anecdotes about the originator of 
the recipe; when, to whom, and 
how it was served.

Museum’s 
cookbook 
deadline
is June 30

Journey Spa®

 Complimentary 30-Minute Make-Up Consultation
 with Jason Baker of La Bella Donna

 
Saturday, June 28  10 am - 4 pm

One Day Only. By appointment. 
804-438-4430.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Every five years in the early days of 
“Excerpts” I would write an item on 

how the Northern Neck might appear 25 
years thereafter. Lately, as several individuals 
have commented on their memories of those 
entries, today I am updating the contents after 
a long gap, thus, here is the Northern Neck 
in 2039.

Most significantly, announcement has 
been made that the Virginia Department of 
Transportation in its great resourcefulness 
has decided to proceed with the controversial 
project to four-lane an additional .000365 
miles of Route 3. This revolutionary step 
recognizes that the thousands of tourists who 
come here deserve better roads. An unfor-
tunate by-product of the expenditure is the 
depletion of ten-years’worth of funding for 
pothole repair, but inasmuch as potholes are 
the accepted norm, no one should be able to 
note the difference.

One is left to hope that the project will lead 
to even further four-laning of the remaining 
90 miles of the twisting two-lane sections. 
In a move designed to preclude further pro-
tests, VDOT has declared the entire two-
lane section of Route 360 a national historic 
landmark, thereby nullifying demands for its 

four-laning, and eliminating the need for fur-
ther traffic counts to prove alleged claims of 
the road being dangerous.

Not to be outdone by VDOT, the General 
Assembly has passed new regulations requir-
ing watermen to wear white tie and tails 
when fishing, crabbing, or oystering. The 
law is designed to show respect for the few 
remaining species of marine life left in the 
Chesapeake Bay. The plan also envisions 
necessitating watermen wearing a large “W”, 
standing for waterman, on their new attire, 
but most importantly, it affirms the accepted 
wisdom that Richmond knows best, but then 
again, we all know that George Orwell was 
right in asserting the primacy of governmen-
tal decision-making.

As the honeybee population of the North-
ern Neck has evaporated, gardeners have 
turned to tarantulas to pollinate squash and 
other vegetables that formerly required hon-
eybee pollination. Despite numerous inci-
dences of gardeners having been bitten by the 
creepy crawlies, the tarantula is definitely a 
fact-on-the-ground, and seems to be immune 
to all the pesticides that have killed off the 
honeybees. 

The Northern Neck oak tree, once virtually 
as extinct as the chestnut, is making a come-
back. Unlike the chestnut, which disappeared 
in the 1930s due to blight, the oak has been 
the victim of systematic harvesting, with its 
clear-cut fields having been reseeded with 
faster growing pines. Now some avid arbor-
ists have travelled hundreds of miles to bring 
back acorns that might start a rejuvenation of 
the mighty oak. Acid rain could be one victim 
of the project. 

The movement to declare shopping centers 
and convenience stores historic landmarks 
has gained tremendous support and momen-
tum. With the continual loss of earlier 18th- 
and 19th-century landmarks, at least we have 
some retro marketing centers and parking 
lots to which those interested in historic pres-

ervation can cling. One parking lot that has 
not been repaved since 1969 has drawn tour-
ists from across the nation. 

In government and life in general every-
thing remains the same. Taxes and prices go 
up; services and wages go down. Waterfront 
property long ago ceased to be available, and 
now all that is left is ditchfront. A good ditch-
front lot sells for more than a Chesapeake 
Bay-front lot did a generation ago. As asses-
sors determine the value of waterfront prop-
erty by the three classifications of Bay-front, 
river-front or creek-front, with ditchfront, the 
tiers of evaluation are polluted, semi-polluted 
or almost unpolluted as assessing guidelines. 

Zoning has come into a new age of matu-
rity. The 76 permitted uses in agriculture have 
been expanded to 124, with another 80-odd 
expected soon to be added. The old adage, 
all politics is local, has a zoning ramification, 
best expressed by the acronym, NIMBY, i.e., 
Not In My Back Yard. 

2039 will come sooner than we might 
think, and with it a new era of inertia as we 
ride up and down our outmoded roads, remi-
niscing about the days of crabs, oysters and 
fish, all the while looking for that ideal ditch-
front property.

Not to be outdone by VDOT, 
the General Assembly has 
passed new regulations 
requiring watermen to wear 
white tie and tails when fish-
ing, crabbing, or oystering.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
The Player.
That’s the name of the new 

Carter Ross mystery by Brad 
Parks.

Mystery solved?
Not quite.
I don’t know how many 

of you read to the end of the 
column last week and asked—
what’s the name of the book?

Thank me now.
I was preparing you for the 

read. You have to be observant. 
The story is peppered with 
clues. 

You have to consider what’s 
there and what’s not. 

It’s not just about deadlines, 
in the traditional newspaper 
sense.

And it’s not just about kook 
calls, although Carter Ross has a 
good handle on them.

And he leads with an expla-
nation of kook calls right up 
front in Chapter 1 to help set the 
tone.  

Here’s another excerpt, with 
permission from Brad:

“We get them (kook calls) all 
the time—from the drunken, the 
deranged, the demented—and 
they come in enough different 
flavors to keep us constantly 
entertained.

“Some are just mild, low-
grade kooks, like the ones who 
have newspapers confused with 
talk radio. They’ll call up and 
start ranting about whatever 
subject is bothering them—the 
governor’s latest cabinet appoint-
ment, the confusing signage that 
led them down the wrong exit 
ramp of the Garden State Park-
way, the deplorable slowness of 
third-class mail—perhaps believ-
ing that if they just convince the 
reporter they’re right, the news-
paper will immediately launch 
a four-part series on the subject, 
written from the caller’s particu-
lar point of view.”

He goes on, delving into more 
specific subgroups of kooks, 
noting also:

“Some reporters treat kook 
calls as nuisances. But most of 
us learn over the years to look 
forward to them. There’s just 
nothing like going through an 
otherwise ordinary day, pecking 
away at some humdrum story, 
when suddenly you become 
aware one of your colleagues is 
talking to someone who lives 
off the grid and has found one 
of the three remaining working 
pay phones in the state of New 
Jersey to call and explicate his 
worldview.”

There’s more to it. Parks 
deserves another award or two 
just for so eloquently describing 
the kooks we deal with in the 
newsroom.

Call me a kook, but I’m not 
going to tell you how all of this 
plays out and into Ross’s current 
assignment.

The Player by Brad Parks is 
available where all good books 
are sold. It’s also available in 
eBook format.

Visit bradparksbooks.com.

Focal Point

First hibiscus—can summer be far?

Photo by MaryCarlin Porter

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

150 years ago this 
month: June 1864

From June 12 to 21, 1864, the 
Union army and navy mounted 
a combined expedition in the 
Northern Neck from Popes 
Creek to Union Wharf (now 
Sharps), then to Tappahannock. 

On June 12, at Popes Creek, 
the Union landed 500 infan-
try and 50 cavalry of the 36th 
U.S. Colored Troops under Col. 
Draper, accompanied by 100 
sailors from Lt. Hooker’s First 
Division, Potomac Flotilla. They 
raided down and across the 
Northern Neck while several 
gunboats and transport boats met 
them at various points to load the 
confiscated cattle, horses, sup-
plies, and contraband (slaves). 

The forces reached Union 
Wharf on the Rappahannock on 
June 16, and were attacked that 
afternoon by a small body of 
Confederate Home Guard cav-
alry.

On June 17, Lt. Hooker 
reported, “The enemy, 300 
strong, and with a reserve, num-
bers unknown, renewed the 
attack this morning at 7 o’clock. 
The fighting was but little more 
than a sharp skirmishing in the 
woods with 150 men on our side, 
but lasted until 1 o’clock p.m., 
when the enemy fell back with 
considerable loss; how much I 
do not know. They are now ral-
lying at Farnham Church and 
fortifying.” 

Hooker further reported, “At 
about 6 o’clock p. m. of that day 
the enemy were found to be in 
position about three-fourths of 
a mile from Union wharf, and 
were no doubt meditating a night 
attack. I at once opened upon 
them from this ship, and soon the 
cloud of dust moving along the 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

The stone marks the grave 
of  Pvt. Dandridge Cockrell, 
CSA. Photo courtesy of Edward 
Trexler

road showed that they had been 
dislodged. Guided by the dust 
I continued shelling them until 
they were out of range. As soon 
as it was dark we commenced 
embarking the troops, and had 
nearly accomplished it when the 
enemy’s cavalry made a dash at 
the wharf, but my crew being still 
at quarters, they were promptly 
met by a broadside from this ship 
and skedaddled in confusion.”   

The Union landed next at Lay-
ton’s Wharf, and then ended their 
operation at Tappahannock. 

On June 21, Hooker wrote, 
“The raid has been a success. 
Between 400 and 500 head of 
cattle, nearly 200 horses, as 
many sheep, and several hundred 
contrabands have been obtained, 
besides a steamer load of farming 
utensils to go to the ‘contraband 

farm.’ I will make a report cover-
ing all the movements soon, but 
feel much more inclined to sleep 
than work at present. Officers 
and men have worked day and 
night and done their duty faith-
fully and promptly.”

June 1864 also marked the 
return of Private Dandridge 
Cockrell, 9th Virginia Cavalry, 
to his home in Miskimon. His 
wife Naomi was surprised when 
she saw her wounded husband 
limping across the field toward 
the house. Dandridge had been 
badly injured in fighting near 
Spotsylvania Court House on 
May 21.

Fearing his foot would be 
amputated if he remained with 
his unit, he returned home 
hoping that it would be healed 
in time for plowing and plant-
ing. Naomi ran out to meet Dan-
dridge and took him straight to 
an outbuilding where she had 
the children bring her rags and 
a straight razor.  Only after he 
was cleaned up were the children 
allowed to see him. 

With the food supply situa-
tion near desperate, Dandridge 
began working his fields before 
his foot had time to heal. He died 
of blood poisoning on Septem-
ber 10, 1864, leaving Naomi a 
widow with no money, a farm to 
manage, four small children and 
another new baby on the way. 
The plight of Dandridge and 
Naomi was experienced all too 
often by other young families of 
the besieged Northern Neck. 

This article is provided by the 
Mary Ball Washington Museum 
& Library and Lancaster County 
Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee with assistance from Ed 
Trexler, author of Civil War 
Northern Neck. 

YOUR LETTERS

Why is a county that vigor-
ously fights against unfunded 
mandates and more regulations, 
and that does not comply with 
existing regulations because of 
lack of funding, staff and train-
ing, creating capricious, arbi-
trary and punitive regulations 
that will increase their work-
load and place an additional 
tax burden on its citizens while 
making properties less desir-
able in an already stalled real 
estate market?

That’s what we should all 
wonder if the Northumberland 
board of supervisors adopts 
the proposed amendments to 
the zoning ordinance requir-
ing property owners who want 
to rent their homes to comply 
with a long list of requirements 
that exceed state building 
codes and requires unqualified, 
untrained “property managers” 
to resolve emergencies, crime 
or conflicts. It is a punitive and 
economic burden on property 
owners and inappropriate.

Why would a county that 
depends on income from tour-

Why pass more
regulations on
vacation rentals?

ism, economic development, 
construction and real estate 
sales consider restrictive regu-
lations that discourage owning 
residential property? 

However long, a vacation 
rental is a residential use and 
should not have prejudiced 
and penalizing requirements. 
Vacation rental homes provide 
jobs to locals. These renters 
often buy property but don’t 
use county schools or social 
services. These retaliatory 
requirements will not persuade 
anti-vacation rental controllers 
who demand no vacation home 
rentals at all.

Don’t like the short-term 
paying guests? Virginia State 
Police list 27 convicted sexual 
offenders as full-time Nor-
thumberland County residents.

To take away a property 
owner’s rights while involv-
ing local government in the 
day-to-day management of an 
individual’s home is a shock-
ing government taking, gov-
ernment expansion and loss of 
freedom These regulations and 
increased financial burdens on 
property owners are redundant.

Enforce the laws and regula-
tions we have now. For prop-
erty rights, economic develop-
ment and jobs, there should be 
no discrimination or additional 
requirements of the residential 
use of a home.

Catherine Bennett, 
Lancaster

Recent reports on the impact 
of global warming and subse-
quent climate change under-
score the need for us to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. A 
new comprehensive study finds 
that an excise fee on carbon can 
reduce those emissions while 
also adding jobs to the economy 
by returning the revenues to 
households.

The study, conducted by 
Regional Economic Models 
Inc., examined application of 
an excise fee on the carbon-
dioxide content of fossil fuels. 
The fee would start at $10 per 
ton, increasing at $10 per ton 
each year. This revenue from the 
fee would be returned to house-
holds in equal shares as direct 
payments. Under this approach, 
recycling the revenue back into 
the economy would add 2.2 mil-
lion jobs over 10 years. Improve-
ments in air quality would save 
13,000 lives a year. Emissions 
would decline by 33%.

What this study illustrates is 
that by giving the revenue back 
to the people, a carbon excise 
fee will actually stimulate the 
economy. The big objection to a 
carbon tax has been that it would 
kill jobs. That assumption is now 
shown to be false if the revenues 
are returned to households and 
not used for governmental pur-
poses. The REMI study provides 
detailed annual output data by 
region and by sector of the econ-
omy supporting the conclusions.

For those opposed to more 

More support
for a carbon
exercise fee

government regulations like 
those issued last week by EPA, 
the best recourse is to apply a 
revenue-neutral carbon excise 
fee. This is supported by conser-
vatives from George Shultz Greg 
Mankiw. 

With the REMI study showing 
a carbon fee that returns revenue 
to households and will add mil-
lions of jobs, this is the option 
everyone can embrace as a real 
free market solution.

Readers should contact our 
Rep. Rob Wittman and request 
that he support this conservative 
alternative to government regu-
lations.

Bill Estell,
Burgess

Virginia Republicans passed a 
state budget that cripples public 
education and that ensures rural 
hospitals will face bankruptcy.

In mid-June a Democratic 
Senator accepted a backroom 
deal to resign, thereby giving 
Republicans control of the Gen-
eral Assembly. They immedi-
ately passed a state budget that 
starves public education and 
excludes Medicaid expansion.

 The Republican budget cuts 
state funding for local schools 
to pre-2009 levels, leaving local 
school boards scrambling to 
find money to maintain quality 
schools in the face of Republican 
attacks.

By not accepting Medicaid 
expansion, Virginia Republi-
cans accomplished their goals 
of keeping 400,000 Virgin-
ians without health insurance 
and forcing hospitals deeper in 
the red by treating uninsured 
patients. 

Without Medicaid expan-
sion, uninsured Virginians will 
not visit doctors, will do with-
out medication, and will not 
be screened for diseases. As a 
result, between 280 and 900 Vir-
ginians will die this year alone, 
thanks to the Republicans.

Without Medicaid expansion, 
hospitals—especially those serv-
ing rural areas—will face bank-
ruptcy. Thanks to Republicans, 
Lee Regional Medical Center 
in Pennington Gap, Lee County, 
closed, leaving several southwest 
Virginia counties without a hos-
pital.

 A study by the Colorado Hos-
pital Association compared 15 
states with Medicaid expansion 
and 15 without. In states that 
adopted Medicaid expansion, 
the average charity care cost per 
hospital decreased from $2.8 
million to $1.9 million. In non-
expansion states, hospital spend-
ing on charity care for uninsured 
patients increased from $3.8 mil-
lion to $4.2 million.

Our “representatives,” Del. 
Margaret Ransone and Sen. 
Ryan McDougle, voted to starve 
public education, to keep 400,000 
Virginians without health insur-
ance, and to threaten rural hospi-
tals with bankruptcy. They stand 
for re-election in 2015—it’s time 
to send them home.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Questionable 
action
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Caring for Your Children

Riverside Fishing Bay 
Family Practice

Martha Hart, P.N.P.

I’ve always had a way with children. You 

could say it’s my gift. Riverside Fishing Bay 

Family Practice is different because we are 

all working as a team to give the best care 

to the children and families we serve. My 

goal is to figure out where people are and 

what I can do to help them along the road. 

If we don’t give kids a good start, then 

we’ve lost a major battle.

To select Martha as your provider, call (804) 776-8000
or visit us at www.riversideonline.com/hart

Appointments Available Now. Families Welcome.

Watch Martha explain her 
passion for children and 
families.

Fishing Bay Family Practice

16681 General Puller Highway
Deltaville, VA 23043

Scan the QR code

Do you remember?
This photo shows the 1908 Kilmarnock baseball team. It was reported that the late Sam 
Eubank and Bill Haynie were among the leading pitchers of that era, said Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service 
of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the June 17, 1904, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Caught On The Fly
Lower Rappahannock people are prepar-

ing to attend the Fredericksburg Horse 
Show next week.

Miss Bettie Ball, who has been attending 
here will return to her home in Northumber-
land county this week.

Geo. A. Richardson, of Village, Northum-
berland county, on Friday lost his last work 
horse. Mr. Richardson has been peculiarly 
unfortunate in this respect, having lost f ive 
horses within two years’ time .

Rev. J. O. Babcock, formerly of Lancaster, 
now of Gloucester Point, is quite ill with 
appendicitis. Mr. Babcock is well remem-
bered here and has many friends  who will 
regret  to hear of his illness. His condition 
is regarded as serious.

Kilmarnock
Mr. and Mrs. George Kamps and daugh-

ter, Miss Carrie, of Baltimore, arrived here 
last week to spend the summer.

Miss Emma Sherman returned from Rich-
mond Friday, where she has been attending 
school.

Rev. F. W. Claybrook left this week to 
attend the finals at Virginia Military Insti-
tute, Lexington. Honors will be conferred 
upon survivors of the cadet corps which 

immortalized itself at the Battle of New 
Market. Mr. Claybrook was one of the gal-
lant corps.

Alfonso
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Rice and Mrs. C. E. 

Barrack were visiting at the home of Chas. 
Chowning, at Molusk, Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Headlley spent one day 
last week with the latter’s sister at Lara.

W. E. Haynie, accompanied by his mother, 
was on a visit to relatives at Durrettsville 
recently.

Willie Richardson, of Nuttsville, and 
Buck Norris, of Litwalton, were here with 
friends past week.

Mr. and Mrs. Gilliam Dodson were visit-
ing at the home of C. E. Barrack.

Rev. A. D. Reynolds was seen in this area 
recently.

Billie and Carroll Norris were guests of 
the writer’s brother Monday.

Boat Lost
Between Wind Mill Point and Bluff Point 

Monday night,  May 23rd, a lead colored 
yawl boat with two oars in her. The finder 
will be liberally rewarded if they will kindly 
notify C. M. McGuiggan, or R. L. Williams, 
Sunnybank, Va.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Ending an impasse that 
lasted more than three months, 
the General Assembly last 
Thursday approved House 
Bill 5002, Virginia’s 2014-16 
Biennial Budget. The budget 
passed with the votes of all 20 
Republican Senators, guaran-
teeing approval in the Senate 
of Virginia.

“Just four days after becom-
ing the majority caucus in the 
Senate of Virginia, Senate 
Republicans have ended a 
three-month budget stale-
mate and fulfilled the Gen-
eral Assembly’s responsibil-

ity to the people of Virginia,” 
declared Senate Republican 
Leader Thomas K. Norment 
Jr. of James City County. 
“After three months of deliber-
ate inaction on the part of the 
previous majority, Republican 
Senators put Virginia first and 
approved a responsible, fis-
cally conservative budget.

“The debate over healthcare 
will take place later, when 
it can be fully considered 
and debated by both cham-
bers. But first, we had to pass 
a budget. Tonight, we did just 
that.”

With the passage of today’s 
budget, Medicaid cannot 
be expanded without the 
expressed approval of the 
General Assembly. All 20 
Republican Senators approved 
an amendment that reaffirms 
the governor does not have the 
authority to expand Medicaid 
unilaterally.

Republican Senators take 
their responsibilities seri-
ously, which is why we acted 
quickly and with determina-
tion to end the gridlock and 
pass a budget.

Now, Virginia has a budget.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle 

Campaign visit 
Del. Margaret Ransone (left) introduces U.S. Senate 
Republican nominee Ed Gillespie at a campaign stop 
June 11 at the Tri-Star parking lot in Kilmarnock. From 
left are Del. Ransone, Gillespie, his daughter Mollie, 
and wife, Cathy. The Gillespie tour of the state covered 
1,200 miles with stops at small towns and larger cities, 
following his June 7 nomination at the Republican State 
Convention in Roanoke. Gillespie is seeking the Senate 
seat now held by U.S. Sen. Mark Warner.

The Northumberland Dem-
ocrats will meet at 6 p.m. 
June 26 at the Northumber-
land Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville.

The  guest speaker will 
be The Haven community 
response advocate Ruth 
Micklem. The Haven pro-
vides advocacy and shelter to 
victims of domestic violence, 

sexual abuse, and assault 
or stalking. The Haven also 
provides a variety of support 
services including a hotline, 
hospital visits and court sup-
port.

The Democrats extend an 
open invitation to all resi-
dents to come and listen to 
work The Haven is doing to 
make life better on the North-
ern Neck, said David Cariens. 

Democrats will hear Micklem

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee 
(LCDC) will meet Monday, 
June 23, at the Bank of Lan-
caster northside, 432 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

The doors will open at 
6:30 p.m.. for a pre-meeting 
social.  At 7 p.m., the pro-
gram will include recogni-
tion of the First Congres-
sional District’s Grassroots 
Award winner, an overview 
of the Commonwealth’s 
Voter ID plans and speaker 
First District Democratic 
nominee Norm Mosher.

“Please come to hear 
Norm’s alternative vision of 
public service,” said chair-
man Bob Prescott. “We are 
not well-served by the status 
quo and Norm’s experi-
ence and leadership prom-
ise to help right the ship of 
state. The presentation prom-
ises to be timely, relevant 
and informative.” 

Mosher 
will address
Lancaster 
Democrats

“LIKE” us on 
Facebook!

RRecord.com

$500 OFF
Jobs Over $3,000

Limited Time Only

FREE Ridge Vent
On Any New Roof Installation

Limited Time Only

Master Seal Home Products
Special Summer Prices In Effect Now, Call For Free Estimates:

White Stone, VA
Residential & Commercial 

Over 75 Years Combined Experience 
Class A VA Contractor License #2705132809
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BAYSIDE
GARAGE
S

Now Servicing Jet Skis

Located next to KC’s Crabs & Cues

      INC.

BAYSIDE
GARAGE heat!

Get your 
vehicle’s 

AC checked 

Free Concert June 25
Open to the Public

Grace Episcopal Church yard
with

The Support of the Rappahannock

Bring Chairs and a picnic
supper at 6 pm and a one hour concert

Follows at 7 pm.
United States Air Force Heritage of

American Band Rock Ensemble,
The Blue Aces.

Come out and enjoy a summer evening of
Good music shared with your neighbors.

United States Air Force
Blue Aces

SUMMERTIME CRUISES aboard 

FADED GLORY 
The Passenger Vessel of the 

Hope and Glory Inn

Friday Evening Dinner Cruise 
– 6:30 – 8 pm

Chilled Rockland Maine Lobster Tail, 

Capered Aioli and Warm Butter

Served with Dilled Haricot Verts, Baby 

Fingerling Potatoes marinated in a 

Parisian Vinaigrette Dressing

Chocolate Éclairs and Crème Puffs

$75 per person 

Reservations must be made by noon on Friday

Saturdays and Sundays
Luncheon Cruises – 12:30 – 2 pm

Oven roasted Wild Copper River Salm-

on rubbed with Olive Oil, Herbs, lem-

on Pepper served with a creamy Lemon 

Pepper and Garlic dressing

Black Bean, local Corn and Tomato 

relish enhanced with Lime Juice, Ci-

lantro and Jalapeno.
Chocolate Éclairs and Crème Puffs

$55 per person

Reservations must be made by 8 pm the Evening before

Saturday Cocktail Cruise 
5 – 6 pm

Assorted Cheeses and Fruit Appetizers

Nationally Acclaimed Dog and 

Oyster Vineyard Wines
Craft beers

$45 per person

Reservations must be made by 3 PM Cruise Day
__________________________________

Private Charters are Available
A Chesapeake Bay Oyster Boat 

An authentic Wooden Dead Rise

Virginia - USCG Inspected Vessel 
Capacity: 25 passenger guests

Cruise Minimum – Four Passenger Guests 
Inquiries and Reservations can be made by 

calling us at 804-438-6053
The Faded Glory is proudly docked at 

The Tides Inn Marina
___________________________________

WINE AND OYSTERS – THE PERFECT PAIRING 
Experience Terroir and Merroir 

being the same
The Dog and Oyster Vineyard offers its 
nationally acclaimed wines crafted to be 

paired with oysters; with oysters from the 
Windmill Point Oyster Company.

The vineyard is open seven days a week 11 - 6 
and oysters are offered Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday

The Hope and Glory Inn
c.1890

Irvington,Virginia
NEW SUMMERTIME 

EXCITEMENT ON THE WATER 
AND IN OUR VINEYARD

LOTTSBURG—Northumberland students won $667,159 in 
local and college scholarships as of the school board meeting 
June 9, exceeding previous years, reported NHS principal Dr. 
Travis Burns.

Northumberland students had been awarded $89,595 in local 
scholarships, including the $10,000 Josiah Christian Leadership 
Scholarship awarded to Dierra Green by the Hickory Ground 
Foundation. College and university scholarships added another 
$577,564.

“That is amazing for a division of our size,” said Dr. Burns.
NHS business teacher Teresa Simpson announced that in the 

business department, students had earned 141 professional certi-
fications such as financial literacy and Microsoft Word.

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates reported the county has 
assured the school system funds to operate through the summer, 
including summer school programs, in the event that Virginia 
does not pass a budget in time to avert shutdown.

“At least we know we can get through the summer, thanks to 
the county,” Dr. Gates said.

The school board honored Eagle Scouts, brothers Casey and 
Joseph Gaskins. School board chairman Dick Saxer presented 
the two scouts with a certificate.

The school board approved the creation of a gifted advisory 
committee, which will begin meeting in August.

The high school continues to explore the possibility of issuing 
tablet computers to all ninth-graders, said Dr. Burns. The stu-
dents would keep the tablets throughout high school and return 
them upon graduation. 

He has discussed the plan with teachers and they are decid-
ing how to implement the program, he added. The school also 
is exploring the possibility of getting internet access on all the 
tablets.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors last Thursday 
authorized county adminis-
trator Kenny Eades to move 
ahead with purchasing the 
EVB building, 6958 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville.

Northumberland’s proposed 
fiscal year 2014-15 budget 
includes a $200,000 line item 
for purchasing the building 
adjacent to the old courthouse 
parcel. The total cost will 
come to $250,000, according 
to Eades. After a closed ses-
sion, the board voted to allow 
Eades to sign a contract on 
the building. Eades says the 
county has not yet decided 
what it will do with the build-
ing.

“I’ve already gotten calls 
from nonprofits that need 
space,” said Eades.

The board also voted to 
allow one personal vehicle 
owned by members of the vol-
unteer rescue or fire squads 
to be exempt from personal 
property taxes. The public 

hearing only drew one ques-
tion. Lee Allain of Lottsburg 
asked how much the exemp-
tion would cost the county. 
Eades estimated it would cost 
$26,600.

Board member Tommy 
Tomlin said he hoped the 
exemption would encourage 
volunteers who seldom go on 
emergency calls to get more 
active by allowing stations to 
require that volunteers work 
for a certain number of hours 
before being granted the 
exemption.

“It’s certainly a small price 
to pay to maintain a volunteer 
service, if that’s enough to do 
it,” said Allain.

The board held a public 
hearing on a proposed 
update to Bay Act language. 
No public comment was 
made, and the update passed 
unanimously. Language was 
updated to clarify the mini-
mum area for a development 
is 15,000 square feet.

The board granted a request 
by Thomas and Cathleen 
Allen to allow an existing 
structure to remain partially 

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors 
will hold a public hearing on 
the proposed 2014-15 county 
budget of $31,141,381, and a 
public hearing on a proposed 
increase in the tax levy on 
real estate at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
June 19. The meeting will be 
held at the County Adminis-
tration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster. A budget 
workshop will precede the 
meeting at 5 p.m.

Under consideration is a 
5-cent increase in the real 
estate tax rate, from 50 cents 
to 55 cents on every $100 of 
assessed value of real estate.

During the work session, 
Dan Segal of the Richmond 
law firm of Sands, Anderson 
will present options for financ-
ing capital improvement proj-
ects.

Supervisors will vote on the 
budget and tax levy at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 26.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will hold a special meeting at 
4:30 p.m. today, June 19, at 
the School Board Office, 2330 
Irvington Road, Kilmarnock. 

The purpose of the meeting 
is to approve new check sign-
ers and appoint someone to act 
in the absence of the superin-
tendent prior to the start of the 
new fiscal year.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 6 p.m. today, June 19, at the 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. The board 
will hold a work session on 
the tourist home and vacation 
home rental issue carried over 
from last week’s board meet-
ing. 

At 7 p.m., the board will 
hold a public hearing on its 

NEWPORT NEWS—The 

Commission will convene 
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 24, 
at VMRC Headquarters, 2600 
Washington Avenue, Newport 
News. Habitat  applications are 
generally considered first, fol-
lowed by fisheries items.

Public hearings slated at noon 
include proposals to reduce the 
harvest of female blue crabs by 
10% of the 2013 blue crab har-
vest in pounds. The proposed 
reduction and related measures 
would be effective from July 5, 
2014, through July 4, 2015.

The basis of this reduction, 
according to staff reports, is to 
conserve spawning potential 
of the current spawning-age 
females and the current cohort 
of juvenile crabs that represent 
the 2015 spawning stock. The 
overriding concern is the current 
depleted state of this resource.

Staff proposes several options, 
or any combination, for the com-
mission’s consideration, includ-
ing:

-
gory-specific crab pot bushel 
limits in two discrete methods. 
One set of bushel limits would 
be established from July 5, 
2014, through November 15, 
2014, and another different set 
of license category-specific 
crab pot bushel limits would 
be established from March 17, 
2015, through July 4, 2015.  In 
addition, the harvest of female 
crabs would be prohibited from 

On Stage

announced tickets have gone on sale for the 21st season 

Middle School Theater, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

8. Season tickets purchased by July 1 will be $140 for 
adults, a $10 savings, and $40 for students. Individual 
show tickets are $35 for adults and $12 for students. 
Season and individual tickets may be purchased at 
rappahannockfoundation.org, or call 438-5555.
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Gaskins and school board chairman Dick Saxer.

Scholarship totals top last
year’s in Northumberland

by Renss Greene

proposed $37,623,600 budget 
for fiscal year 2014-15, as well 
as a real estate tax rate increase 
from 42 cents per $100 of 
assessed value to 49 cents.

The board will convene at 
8 a.m. Thursday, June 26, to 
adopt a budget and set the 
tax rate. That meeting will be 
held at the Old Courthouse, 72 
Monument Place, Heathsville.

November 16 through Novem-
ber 30 but the harvest of male 
crabs would continue through 
November 30.

-
gory-specific crab pot bushel 
limits so that they are the same 
bushel limits from July 5, 2014, 
through July 4, 2015, and there 
would be a prohibition on only 
the harvest of female crabs, 
from November 16 through 
November 30, 2014.

-
gory-specific crab pot bushel 
limits so that they are the same 
bushel limits from July 5, 2014, 
through July 4, 2015, but female 
and male crab harvest would 
continue through November 30.  
However, license category-spe-
cific crab pot bushel limits, from 
November 16 through Novem-
ber 30, 2014, would be 50% of 
current license category-spe-
cific crab pot bushel limits.

category-specific crab pot 

bushel limits so they are the 
same bushel limits from July 
5, 2014, through July 4, 2015, 
except that license category-
specific crab pot bushel limits 
would be 50% of current bushel 
limits from March 17 through 
March 31, 2015. 

crab dredge fishery season, in 
its entirety, in accordance with 
Section 28.2-707 of the Code of 
Virginia.

any extension, beyond Novem-
ber 30, 2014, for the crab pot 
fishery.

The proposed draft regula-
tions may be viewed at VMRC 
Headquarters.

Written comments on the 
proposals should be provided 
to Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC 
Fisheries Management Divi-
sion, 2600 Washington Avenue, 
3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 
23607, by noon Monday, June 
23.

Northumberland County to purchase EVB building
by Renss Greene within the 100-foot resource 

protection area at 460 Whitt-
stat Lane, Heathsville. There 
was no public comment.

Eades was authorized to 
advertise a public hearing for 
a change to rules at the Great 
Wicomico fishing pier on the 
southern side of the Glebe 
Point Bridge.

“We’ve been having trou-
ble where people have been 
discarding their household 
trash there,” said Eades. “We 
know who’s been doing it, 

but there’s nothing in the 
ordinance that would prevent 
somebody from doing that.”

The new rules would pro-
hibit household trash in the 
receptacle at the pier and 
establish fines of $100 for a 
first offense and $250 for a 
second offense.
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