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GWYNN’S ISLAND—A $3.8 million oyster reef is 
being created just inside the mouth of Fishing Bay on the 
Piankatank River. The project is being funded by a public/
private partnership among Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC), the Nature Conservancy, the 
Army Corps of Engineers (ACE), and the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration.

The project launched May 30 at Narrows Marina on 
Gwynn’s Island in Mathews County when Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe accepted a $500,000 check from Michael Lipford, the 
Virginia executive director of the Nature Conservancy.

The Piankatank River is one of only a few rivers in 
Virginia where baby oysters (spat) grow quicker and 
healthier than in most places. The James River is the main 
oyster seed growing river in Virginia, and the Rappahan-
nock and York rivers and Virginia’s Potomac River tribu-
taries are considered better waters for growing oysters to 
market size.

The governor toured the Fishing Bay reef site Friday 
afternoon with a delegation from the Corps, Nature Con-
servatory and the press in VMRC’s “J.B. Baylor,” a fiber-
glass deadrise boat.

The oyster reef is being made of “clean ground con-
crete” the size of baseballs. Concrete is being used instead 
of traditional oyster shells for “cultch,” which is a founda-
tion created for oyster larvae to attach and grow. 

Andy Lacatell, project manager with the Nature 
Conservancy, said using concrete allows the state to 
conserve oyster shells, which are used for oyster aqua-
culture operations and VMRC’s annual oyster replenish-
ment program.

The Piankatank reef is an oyster sanctuary and is part 
of a statewide project to restore oysters to 10 state tribu-
taries by 2025. The seed from the Fishing Bay reef will 
be harvested and carried to other locations to grow to 
maturity, said VMRC oyster specialist Jim Weston. 

Oysters are filter feeders and are considered to have 
one of the important roles in cleaning up the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Since 2001 Virginia’s commercial oyster harvest has 
increased more than tenfold. In 2001, only 23,000 bushels 
were harvested. In the 2012-13 season, it is estimated that 
nearly 400,000 bushels were harvested. 

In its heyday of the 1960s and early 1970s, Virginia 
waters produced 4 million bushels of commercially-har-
vested oysters annually.

Students in the regional special 
education classroom at Nor-
thumberland Middle School 

sent a friend to all fifty states and 
around the world.

That classmate was Flat Stanley, 
the eponymous hero of Jeff Brown’s 
1964 book, Flat Stanley. In the story, 
Stanley Lambchop is flattened under 
a falling bulletin board decorated 
with all the places he wants to travel. 
Still alive but now flat, Stanley finds 
he can travel the world through the 
mail in an envelope.

Students often send Flat Stanley 
paper dolls around the world to be 
returned with photos and letters. 
Alice Harding, regional middle 
school special education teacher, first 
heard about Flat Stanley from her 
sister, who works for the park ser-
vice. Mary Risser, Harding’s sister, 
works at Dinosaur National Park in 
Colorado and received a Flat Stan-
ley project. She told Harding about 
the idea, and it captured Harding’s 
imagination.

The class printed Flat Stanleys 
from a template and decorated them. 
The girls decided to make a Flat 
Sandy.

“And so we sent them to our 
friends and our family, and we soon 
had maybe 20 states, and we decided 
we would see if we couldn’t get all 
50 states,” Harding said. She put Flat 
Stanley on Facebook and told her 
own friends and family, and soon 

they were sending in pictures and 
letters with Flat Stanley from across 
the U.S. and around the world, from 
as far away as New Zealand.

At Easter, the class had covered 
40 states. They decided to call Mary 
Risser back, and Risser put the class 
in contact with national parks in 
all the remaining states, and park 
service employees started sending 
in more Flat Stanley pictures along 
with information and history about 
the parks.

Soon the class had sent Flat Stan-
ley to all 50 states. Flat Stanley had 
been to dinosaur fossil digs, skiing, 
and rock climbing, just to name a 
few adventures. Harding’s brothers 
Hal and Andy Risser work for Her-
shey and Godiva, and sent pictures 
from inside the chocolate factories. 
Hal had to get special permission 
to get pictures inside the famously 
secretive Hershey factory. The class 
had also received letters back from 
former presidents George W. Bush 
and Jimmy Carter, and former gover-
nor Bob McDonnell.

“It was just a really neat project,” 
Harding said. “When we started, it 
was small, and it kept growing and 
kept growing.”

The students have learned from 
the experience as well.

“We have a big floor puzzle [of 
the U.S.] that, when they first started 
doing it, it took them a whole after-
noon to do the puzzle, all of them 
working together,” Harding said. 
“They got that down to, they can put 

Regional special education students see the world

From left, Katie Barton, Sam Delano and Tabitha Hall point to the states where they have relatives to 
whom they mailed Flat Stanley or Flat Sandy.

it together in probably half an hour 
now, one at a time.”

They have also set a high bar for 
next year.

“We’re trying to think what we’re 
going to do next year that will top 

this,” Harding said, laughing. “I 
don’t know that we ever can.”

After all that, Flat Stanley still 
has one more trip to take. Hard-
ing’s oldest son has a friend in New 
York whose four-year-old son has 

cancer. His wish is to go to all 50 
states. So at the end of the year, all 
of the photos of Flat Stanley’s trav-
els are coming down off the wall 
and making one more journey: New 
York.

by Renss Greene

Gov. Terry McAuliffe joins the reef expedition on the Piankatank River. 

by Larry Chowning

Governor observes oyster reef creation

LANCASTER—Supervisors are 
considering a proposal to increase real 
estate taxes to cover additional funding 
for capital improvement projects (CIP), 
public schools, public safety, compen-
sation and a 59% increase in employee 
insurance costs in the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1.

Citing rising prices and declining 
reserve funds, supervisors also asked 
county administrator Frank Pleva to look 
into the cost of securing a bond to cover 
the proposed CIP budget versus raising 
county real estate taxes from 50 to 55 
cents per $100 of assessed value.

Each penny of the real estate tax rate 
brings in approximately $253,000 of 
revenue—a five cent increase would 
boost revenue by $1,265,000, according 
to Commissioner of the Revenue Sonny 
Thomas.

“The advertised figure (of 55 cents) is 
the maximum” under consideration, said 
board chairman Wally Beauchamp. “It 
should be somewhat lower than that. We 
are facing a $1 million deficit this year.”

According to Beauchamp, part of 
the problem for rural counties is “...not 
knowing what the Commonwealth is 
going to do because of constant delays in 
the (General Assembly) passing the state 
budget.” He said state funding covers 
some of the costs for schools, public 
safety and other agencies. Delays at the 
state level force the county to speculate 
on how much they will cover.  

Last year, supervisors passed a real 
estate tax rate of $0.50 per $100 of 
assessed value, an equalized increase of 
$0.11 to adjust to lower 2012 property 
reassessments. The adjustment resulted 
in a break-even rate on county revenue 

LANCASTER—The board of 
supervisors set a public hearing 
on the proposed 2014-15 fiscal 
year budget of $31,141,381, 
including funds from all sources. 
The hearing is scheduled for 7 
p.m., Thursday, June 19, at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The budget reflects a decrease 
of $903,958 over the current year. 
However, proposed expenditures 
of $28,698,776 are up $910,884 
over the current year.

As a result the county’s fund 
balance will go from a projected 
$4,257,447 at the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year on June 30, to 
$2,442,606 at the end of the next 
fiscal year, down $1,814,842.

A final vote on the budget is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. June 26.

and a minimal effect on the amount paid 
by most homeowners.

This year’s proposed maximum 
increase would raise the tax bill for 
a home with an assessed value of 
$147,500 from $737 to $811. The tax 
bill for a home assessed at $535,300 
would increase from $2,671 to $2,939.

Supervisors are proposing no changes 
in other tax rates per $100 of value—
with motor vehicles at $2.04, all other 
personal property at $1.52, machinery 
and tools at $1.52 and merchant’s capi-
tal at $1 per $100 of assessed value dis-
counted 50%.

Lancaster County
taxpayers could
face rate increase

by Audrey Thomasson

Budget hearing
is slated June 19
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KILMARNOCK—On Tues-
day, June 10, a Republican pri-
mary will be held to choose 
who will be the Republican 
candidate for the First District 
seat in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Incumbent Del. Robert J. 
“Rob” Wittman of Montross is 
being challenged by Anthony 
T. Riedel of Williamsburg.

Lancaster and Northumber-
land voter registrars say they 
expect low voter turnout.

“We’ve had very few absen-
tee voters, and that’s usually 
indicative of how the election 
is going to go,” said Lancaster 
registrar Susan Jett.

“I don’t look forward to 
having a very big turnout,” 
agreed Northumberland regis-
trar Kathy Goddard.

This will be a binding pri-
mary, which means the winner 
will be on the ballot as the 
Republican candidate on 
November 4.

Also on November’s ballot 
will be one U.S. senator to rep-
resent Virginia.

Polling places will be open 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

In Lancaster County, District 
1 votes at the Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Center, 3989 White 
Chapel Road, Lancaster.

District 2 votes at Trinity 

Episcopal Church, 8484 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

District 3, Precinct 301 
votes at the White Stone fire-
house, 578 Chesapeake Drive, 
White Stone. District 3, Pre-
cinct 302 votes at Grace Epis-
copal Church, 303 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

District 4 votes at the Kilmar-
nock rescue squad building, 61 
Harris Road, Kilmarnock.

District 5 votes at Irving-
ton Baptist Church, 53 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington.

In Northumberland, District 
1 votes at the Callao firehouse, 
314 Northumberland High-
way, Callao.

District 2 votes at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, 
6807 Northumberland High-
way, Heathsville.

District 3, Precinct votes at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville.

District 3, Precinct B votes 
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 
6749 Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway, Wicomico Church.

District 4 votes at Wicomico 
Parish Church, 5191 Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway, 
Wicomico Church.

District 5 votes at the Fair-
fields firehouse, 119 Main 
Street, Reedville.

First responders recognized

Year for their efforts at a vehicle accident December 23, 2013. From left are Upper 

for consistent quality and excellence in patient care, professionalism and service.  
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Wittman and Riedel  
are on the Republican 
Primary ballot June 10

LANCASTER—Residents of Greentown and Gaskins roads 
last week got a step closer to a community wastewater treatment 
facility when supervisors voted unanimously on an ordinance to 
allow the purchase or condemnation of portions of six properties 
for easements. 

After years of researching titles on some 30 properties in order 
to obtain easements for utility lines, six properties remained 
mired in an assortment of heirs without clear knowledge of cur-
rent ownership, according to county administrator Frank Pleva.

As approved, the ordinance allows the county to put in water 
and sewer lines across those parcels that will serve residents 
along the two roads in District 4.

Following a public hearing in which there were no comments, 
District 4 supervisor William Lee made the motion, which 
passed on a 5-0 vote.

In other business, supervisors approved an amendment to an 
ordinance that would accept Northumberland County into the 
Northern Neck’s combined county Emergency Ambulance Ser-
vice Revenue Recovery Board. Chairman Wally Beauchamp’s 
motion passed on a 5-0 vote. There were no public comments 
during a public hearing.

HEATHSVILLE—The River 
Counties Chapter and the Nor-
thumberland County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross recently 
were awarded a Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund grant of $40,144. 

This grant, in partnership with 
the five surrounding YMCA 
chapters, will offer three vital 
youth programs to their summer 
camps: Red Cross Water Safety/
Learn to Swim, Babysitting and 
Passport to Disaster Prepared-
ness classes, reported Northum-
berland chapter executive direc-
tor Shirley Grant.

“To make this happen we need 
your help,” said Grant. “We are 
seeking volunteers who can give 
one day a week for the three 
months of summer camp. Our 
commitment is to provide the 
training you need in support-

HARTFIELD—The Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) has removed tempo-
rary traffic signals and barrels 
on Route 3 at the John Andrew 
Twigg Bridge over the Pianka-
tank River, and two lanes of 
traffic are now open.

Work is substantially com-
plete on a two-year, $10.9 mil-
lion rehabilitation of the bridge 
connecting Mathews and Mid-
dlesex counties.

VDOT and its contractor, 
Precon Marine Inc., replaced 
the bridge deck and superstruc-
ture, as well as the bridge’s rail-
ings and fenders.

 With the completion of 
this work, there is no longer 
a posted weight limit on the 
bridge. Previously, the bridge 
had a weight limit of 27 tons 
for single unit trucks, and 40 
tons for tractor trailers. In addi-
tion, the bridge is no longer 
structurally deficient.

Approximately 7,245 vehi-
cles cross the Twigg Bridge 
every day.

Motorists may encounter 
brief single-lane closures in 
June 2014 as final tasks are 
completed underneath the 
bridge, and work zone equip-
ment is removed.

County moves forward
on wastewater project

by Audrey Thomasson

Jessie Ball duPont Fund awards
$40,144 grant to Red Cross Chapters

ing the Red Cross and YMCA 
in successfully achieving our 
goal.”

Those with an interest in 
becoming part of a team to give 
area youth a solid understand-
ing of these life-saving skills 
are urged to notify either of the 
chapters. 

The instructor training 
classes will be held at the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA, 
39 William B. Graham Court. 
To participate in the training 
classes, contact Julie Dudley 
at the River Counties Chapter, 
435-7669, 436-5907, Julie.
Dudley@redcross.org; or Grant 
at the Northumberland County 
Chapter, 580-4933, Shirley.
Grant@redcross.org, or Dana 
Nay, 238-8475, Dana.Nay@
redcross.org.

The Water Safety/Learn to 
Swim class will be offered June 
20, 21, 22. The Babysitting class 

will be offered June 28. The 
Passport to Disaster Prepared-
ness will be offered June 10 in 
Middlesex and additionally as 
needed. 

Twigg Bridge 
re-opens to two 
lanes of traffic
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Janie, Daisy and Magnum 
happen to be expertly 
trained and lethal guards, 

using their eyes, ears and noses 
to detect potential trouble. Their 
job is to watch over and protect 
the investment of their bosses, 
Katie and Peter Krop. 

They are the dog squad.  
They can sniff out the unwel-

come odor of wild turkeys from 
across several acres of Good 
Luck Cellars’ gently rolling 
vineyards near Kilmarnock. The 
turkeys love the Krops’ prize 
Viognier, a white grape that 
originates in France and packs 
an aromatic punch. 

At the first whiff of the 
birds, the normally easygoing 
Walker hounds turn into a pack 
of hunters. With a chorus of 
barks and clouds of dust, the 
hounds chase the turkeys out of 
the field and save the day, the 
crop...and the birds. Despite 
their ferocious bark, the dogs 
are an environmentally friendly 
way of protecting the vineyard, 
not by harming the wildlife, but 
by inspiring them to find other 
sources of food.

The dog squad is worth its 
weight in gold.

“We’ve had zero losses,” 
said Peter, a retired orthopedic 
surgeon turned farmer/vintner. 
“No clusters have been eaten off 
since we got the dogs.”

Turkeys aren’t the only var-
mints these hounds chase. They 
also keep a watchful eye out for 
vineyard enemy number one: 
the white-tailed deer. As every-
one who has a garden knows, 
deer will eat anything right 
down to the root.

The dog squad, 11 in all, has 
scared off opossum, raccoons 
and a skunk, according to Katie, 
a nurse turned winemaker.   

Before bringing in the dogs, 
the Krops tried other measures 
including electrified deer fenc-
ing. Peanut butter was placed 
on the wire to entice the deer to 
get a little shock to their tongues 
and scare them away from the 
grapes.

“It didn’t help,” said Katie. 
“Those deer eventually found a 
way through...with a clever air-
borne system” of entry. 

Between the deer and turkeys, 
Good Luck Cellars was losing 
25% to 30% of the crop over 
seven years of planting and cul-
tivating the grape vines.

“All my turkeys were very 
well marinated until I got dogs,” 
said Katie. 

Last year, they took in 11 
rescue dogs—all abandoned 
Walker hounds. The Krops 
installed invisible fencing for 
each field and let the dogs loose 

vineyards from varmints.

Canine patrol provides 
security for vineyards

unwanted critters.

to do what they love: Run and 
chase turkey and deer.

“Walker hounds are curious 
and have incredible snouts,” 
said Fred. They can smell an 
intruder from across the field. 
“When one dog takes off run-
ning and barking, the others 
follow.”

“They need to be in a pack; 
otherwise, if you just have one 
dog, they sit by the tasting room 
waiting to be petted,” Katie 
noted.  

The vineyards are divided 
into separate fields. In one field 
are Lucy, Teddy and Bowman. 
Another field contains Murphy, 
Rosebud, Freckles, Rudy and 
Jake, while Daisy, Janie and 
Magnum guard the third field. 
With a new area planted in 
grapes, next week four more 
dogs will join the family busi-
ness.

The dogs live in the fields 
year-round. Predators are likely 
to come round in the middle of 
the night, so domesticated dogs 
who sleep in the house won’t 
make it as successful members 
of the dog squad. 

“It got down to three degrees 
last winter,” said Peter. The 
dogs spend the cold nights 
in their insulated dog houses 
where they snuggle together on 
rugs to keep warm. They did 
fine, he said.

The Krops feed them and 
take care of all their medi-
cal needs, including monthly 
heartworm and flea and tick 
treatments. It takes Katie about 
a week to train each dog to stay 
inside the invisible fence. 

In addition to protecting the 
wine grapes from predators, 
anyone who wanders into their 
territory will receive an exuber-
ant welcome. “They’re very 
friendly and will jump all over 
you,” said Katie.

Most area vineyards get 
their dogs through animal 

rescue groups. The Krops work 
with Terri Dort who contacts 
the Animal Welfare League 
to locate unwanted Walker 
hounds. Dort screens the dogs 
for good behavior and rejects 
any that show signs of aggres-
sion toward people.

“Dogs are not chosen by 
age, but by temperment. About 
90% of the hounds are very 
friendly,” she said. “You need 
friendly dogs in case visitors 
wander into the vineyards.”

The dogs “come to us scared 
and really skinny,” said Peter. 
Tin feeders placed around 
the fields help the pups get to 
proper weight and healthy con-
dition. 

In addition to crop protec-
tion, dogs are now being trained 
to sniff out vine mealybugs, 
an insect with the potential to 
stir up big trouble in the wine 
industry. 

The insects are virtually 
impossible to see with the 
human eye as they feed on 
vines and contaminate grape 
clusters with larvae and egg 
sacs which eventually kill the 
vine.  It takes a considerable 
amount of pesticides to get rid 
of the bugs, something that 
is unpopular with an industry 
moving toward the use of fewer 
chemicals. 

While still in the pilot 
stages, the powerful noses of 
golden retrievers are prov-
ing useful in sniffing out vine 
mealybugs and other diseases, 
news the industry is excited to 
hear. 

Increasingly, more dogs 
are working in agriculture as 
growers take advantage of their 
special skills. Free-ranging 
dogs have become an economi-
cal way to reduce crop damage 
and, at the same time, rescue 
a loyal pooch from a shelter 
and give him or her a second 
chance at life.

LANCASTER—The Vir-
ginia Department of Transporta-
tion’s budget pie is shrinking and 
nowhere is that more evident than 
in Lancaster when considering 
the county’s portion of the sec-
ondary six-year plan.

VDOT’s statewide budget is 
$6.3 billion for projects, down 
$1.1 billion over the previous 
budget.

Construction allocations for 
Lancaster’s secondary road 
system over six years amount 
to $33,613 in 2014, $35,068 in 
2015 and 2016, $94,081 in 2017, 
$107,894 in 2018 and $122,405 
in 2019.

In a public hearing on the pro-
posed six-year plan, VDOT’s res-
ident administrator David Brown 
said the projected allocations the 
county will receive are in addi-
tion to the maintenance program.

However, most comments 
focused on maintenance issues.

Board chairman Wally Beau-
champ asked Brown about Tay-
lors Creek Road.

“It looks like a checkerboard. 
Why the continuing patches?” he 
asked.

According to Lancaster VDOT 
manager Robert Harper, there is 
a failure in the base of the road.

“We could look at it through 
normal maintenance work,” said 
Brown. “It appears to be a full 
reclamation project.” He noted 
there are remaining funds from 
other projects that could be allo-
cated to fixing the road base. 

By consensus, supervisors 
asked him to look into the prob-
lem.

District 1 resident Harry 
Sadler asked about the lack of 
resurfacing of River Road from 
Morattico to Route 3. “It’s noth-
ing but potholes...nothing’s been 
done for at least 25 years. If it was 
a child, VDOT would be arrested 
for abuse,” he said.

Brown said the road is sched-
uled for resurfacing this year with 
a new composite called Cape 
Seal, a chip seal covered with a 
slurry that has longer durability. 

District 2 resident Charlie 
Costello complained there was 
very little notice of the public 

Transportation officials hear concerns;
board endorses six-year secondary plan

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson hearing and no details of the plan 
unless residents drove to VDOT’s 
Warsaw office.

Brown replied the plan had 
been properly advertised. How-
ever, the advertisement did not 
contain any information other 
than the time and place of the 
public hearing.

District 2 supervisor Ernest 
Palin’s motion to approve the 
plan passed on a 5-0 vote.

In other business, District 4 
supervisor William Lee asked 
about recent lane changes at the 
intersection of Main Street and 
James Jones Memorial Highway 
in Kilmarnock. He noted the 
elimination of the right turn lane 
on Main Street heading south 
was causing traffic back-ups.

According to Brown, large 
trucks no longer allowed through 
downtown Kilmarnock are 
having trouble making the right 

turn onto the alternate route and 
are swinging into the left-hand 
turn lane of James Jones Memo-
rial Highway, and still running 
over the curb at Walgreens Phar-
macy. 

Additionally, crews extended 
the green light to compensate for 
trucks coming up the hill to the 
intersection from James Jones. 

VDOT placed orange barrels 
along the roadway to direct traf-
fic through the new lane designa-
tions.

“Cars are cutting through 
CVS” because the right hand 
turn lane on James Jones was 
eliminated, said Lee. 

Brown said they would have 
to widen the roadway onto pri-
vate land in order to accommo-
date a new right hand turn lane. 
Currently, VDOT is monitoring 
traffic flows at the intersection, 
he said. 

NEWS 
BREAK

■ Volunteer wanted
 The Reedville Fishermen’s 

Museum is seeking a volunteer 
with a passion for vintage Ches-
apeake sailing vessels to chair 
its Claud W. Somers operations 
committee. The Somers is a 
historic 42.6-foot skipjack that 
is on the National and Virginia 
Historic Registers.

The chairman would apply 
his/her skills to keep the 
Somers in top viewing and 
sailing condition and help in 
organizing an existing crew, 
recruiting new members, over-
seeing restoration and mainte-
nance and assisting with devel-
oping plans for the future. Call 
the museum at 453-6529.



A4   

On May 30, William Richards of Cedar Point in Weems 
spotted a coyote in his backyard as it was stalking a deer.

“We have had several sightings of the coyotes recently and 
now they have become too brazen,” said Richards.

Following is his account of the incident:
“This was an ultra quick photograph of the coyote who ran a 

deer into our backyard this morning.
“I was standing at the rear window watching my song birds 

have their breakfast and a large deer came charging from the 
field behind our home and behind him was a large grown 
coyote. The deer turned on the animal and kicked with his 
sharp feet and the coyote backed off a bit and the deer ran 
away in another direction.

“I called for BJ to get the camera as she is the wildlife pho-
tographer, and she was able to take several fast pictures. That’s 
pretty good without your glasses on......it was just 6:45 a.m. 
and she was elsewhere in the house.

“After the pictures were taken, I did a patrol with my shot-
gun, which I will keep at my back door from now on, and saw 
no sign of the varmint.

“We did find a dead squirrel outside yesterday, and thought 
we would dispose of it later. When we went back to get it later, 
it was gone. I wonder?”

L A N C A S T E R — S h e r -
iff Ronnie Crockett reports 
another round of fraudulent 
telephone calls involving 
computer viruses.

The latest complainant 
recognized the call as a scam 
and reported the following 
information:

The caller told the citizen 
that his/her computer was 
infected with a virus and 
was sending out fraudulent 
emails. To fix the prob-
lem, the citizen was told he 
needed to send money and 
the company would remotely 
remove the virus. The citi-
zen was told he/she could 
call back to 214-272-0271, 
report Code 1, if there were 
any questions or concerns.

The citizen’s Caller ID 
showed the incoming call 
came from “215-896-3556 
Pennsylvania.” When he/
she did call back, he/she was 
given the name of a differ-
ent company than was given 
with the original call. When 
the citizen asked that he/she 
be given his/her IP address 
(every computer in the world 

has a unique IP address), the 
person said they did not have 
that information. The citizen 
then asked how it was deter-
mined that his/her computer 
was infected and terminated 
the call.

“Once again, schemers try 
everything under the sun to 
defraud you,” said Sheriff 
Crockett. “Regardless of 
why you are called, never, 
ever, ever send money, or 
provide bank account or per-
sonal identifying informa-
tion based on a telephone 
call, no matter how sincere 

the caller may sound. All 
legitimate businesses and 
government agencies will 
communicate with you in 
writing or in person. And 
just because you get an 
e-mail that claims to be 
from a major business, and 
may even look like it comes 
from a legitimate business, 
double check before open-
ing the email. Otherwise 
you may be infecting your 
computer in ways you can’t 
begin to imagine.”

Common attachments sent 
by email include viruses that 
will:

-
tion on the hard drive. 

and send fictitious emails to 
all the addressees. 

by remote means all the 
information on the hard 
drive. 

made on the computer 
and report back by remote 
means, thereby gaining 
access to all online financial 
transactions. 

the web camera common on 
newer computer screens.

free space on the hard drive 
to the point where the com-
puter no longer works. 

For internet safety:

date. 

program, and run it at least 
once each week. 

when finished for the night. 

(combination of upper and 
lower case letters, numbers 
and special characters) and 
change them periodically.

from an unknown or suspi-
cious source that has a link 
“You Must See!” or other 
attachment.

games and apps may contain 
viruses or malware to steal 
your information. 

For additional tips, visit 
onguardonline.gov, a web-
site of the U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission.

 this week reported 
charges against 11 individu-
als.
Felonies

Kirk D. Lee, 32, of Reed-
ville was charged May 28 
with threatening to bomb/
burn a residence.

Tiffany Laquita Gray, 38, 
of Heathsville was charged 
May 28 on a grand jury direct 
indictment from the Middle-
sex County Circuit Court for 
three counts of distribution 
of drugs and two counts of 
selling schedule I- imitation 
drugs.

Doris Lanitta Noel, 49, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
29 on a grand jury direct 
indictment from the Middle-
sex County Circuit Court for 
three counts of distribution 
of schedule I/II drugs and 
one count of selling a sched-
ule I drug.

Tyrel Montele Smith, 20, 
of Lancaster County was 
charged May 29 on direct 
indictments from the Nor-
thumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury 
for two counts of robbery, 
two counts of kidnapping, 
one count of abduction, 
one count of breaking and 
entering, one count of mali-
cious wounding, one count 
of possession of a firearm 
by a felon and one count of 
use of a firearm in the com-

mission of a robbery.  The 
subject was arrested by the 
Richmond County Sheriff ’s 
Office.
Misdemeanors

A Hague woman, 30, was 
charged May 28 with annoy-
ing phone calls in Northum-
berland County. She was 
arrested by the Westmore-
land County Sheriff ’s Office.

A Callao woman, 48, was 
charged May 29 with fail-
ing to obtain animal tags 
and failing to vaccinate her 
animal.

A Toano woman, 33, was 
charged May 29 with writ-
ing a bad check to the Callao 
Supermarket.

An Urbanna woman was 
charged May 30 for annoying 
phone calls. She was arrested 
by the Middlesex County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

A Reedville man, 43, was 
charged May 30 with a capias 
to show cause for failing to 
appear in the Northumber-
land County Circuit Court.

A Farnham man, 26, was 
charged June 1 with a capias 
attachment of the body for 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court. The West-
moreland County Sheriff ’s 
Office made the arrest.

A Haynesville woman, 
46, was charged June 1 with 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol and reckless driv-
ing.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 

Kauders reported crews 
responded to the following calls 
for assistance in recent weeks: 

May 13: At 11a.m., Rescue 
I responded to a 40-foot trawler 
with two aboard that picked up a 
crab pot at the mouth of the Little 
Wicomico River. It was towed to 
the owner’s dock. Time on call, 2 
¼ hours.

May 17:  At 2:15 p.m., 
Rescue I responded to a call from 
a 22-foot center console boat 
located near Pt. Lookout with 
four aboard whose engine had 
quit. It was towed to Ingram Bay 
Marina. Time on call, 4 hours.

May 18: At 1:44 p.m., Rescue 
III responded to a call from a 
33-foot Beneteau sailboat near 
#5 in the Potomac River. They 
had run out of fuel and there was 
no wind. The boat was towed to 
the Lewisetta fuel dock. Time on 
call, 2 ½ hours.

 May 24: At 5:45 p.m., a call 
was received from the sheriff’s 

office that a 22-foot wood skiff 
was disabled near Shell Landing. 
Rescue I responded and towed 
the boat with two aboard to the 
owner’s dock. Time on call, ¾ 
hours.

May 26: The sheriff’s office 
notified the Rescue III crew 
that a 16-foot center console 
was out of fuel near Northum-
berland Shores on the Potomac 
River. Five gallons of gas were 
delivered, the boat restarted and 
returned home under its own 
power. Time on call, 1 ½ hours.

  At 1:40 p.m., a call 
was received from a 31-foot 
cruiser with three aboard that 
their engine failed near Sandy 
Point on the Potomac. Rescue 
III towed the vessel to Lewisetta 
Marina. Time on call, 3 hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or by 
calling 911. Rescue I and Rescue 
II are based on the Great Wic-
omico River and Rescue III is on 
Lodge Creek off of the Yeocomico 
River.

SEA RESCUE REPORTSHERIFF’S REPORT

Friday. Photo by BJ Richards

Coyotes said becoming
‘too brazen’ in Weems

Sheriff reports another telephone scam

“Country roads, take me 
home”—Many people remem-
ber the popular song by John 
Denver, but not everyone 
remembers to watch out for 
slow-moving farm vehicles on 
those country roads. 

“Road safety is a very impor-
tant issue for farmers, especially 
during planting time in spring 
and summer and fall harvest 
time,” said M.L. Everett, who 
grows cotton, peanuts, soy-
beans, wheat, pumpkins and 
timber on 1,500 acres in South-
ampton County. He also raises 
cattle. He said his large farm 
vehicles travel mostly on rural, 
secondary roads, often at night 
to avoid heavy traffic. Their top 
speed is around 20 mph.

“Most drivers are respectful, 
but some get impatient,” said 
Everett said. He noted that even 
when he uses an escort vehicle 
with strobe lights and flashers 
some drivers have tried to go 
around the farm machinery. 

Sam Rooks, vice president 
of underwriting and policy 
services for the Virginia Farm 

Bureau Mutual Insurance Co., 
offers several safety tips for 
farmers and motorists on rural 
roads. 

“Virginia law requires that all 
farm tractors and self-propelled 
farm machinery that typically 
travel less than 25 mph display a 
triangular slow-moving vehicle 
emblem on the rear of the vehi-
cle when traveling on the public 
highway any time of the day or 
night,” Rooks said. The emblem 
helps make equipment more 
visible to approaching drivers.

Motorists who see an SMV 
emblem on equipment ahead 
of them should slow down to 
the equipment’s speed imme-
diately. Before attempting to 
pass—never in a no-passing 
zone—determine whether the 
equipment operator is preparing 
to make a turn.

Rooks noted that the closure 
time between a car traveling at 
60 mph and a farm vehicle trav-
eling at 10 mph is only a few 
seconds. Consequently, in mat-
ters of rural road safety, a little 
patience goes a long way. 

Farm vehicle safety is a top
concern on secondary roads

“Regardless of why you 
are called, never, ever, 
ever send money, or 
provide bank account 
or personal identify-
ing information based 
on a telephone call, no 
matter how sincere the 
caller may sound.

—Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“Voted Best Burger in Virginia”

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
804.577.4400
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50% OFF 
All Plants, Trees    
and Shrubs. 

40% OFF 
Everything Else.* 

The Earth Store at 544 N. Main Street 
in Kilmarnock is closing.

Save BIG while supplies last.

In addition to the Northern Neck’s best selection of plants, trees  
and shrubs, we also offer natural stone for hardscapes, pottery and 
statuary, bird baths, animal stoppers, potting soil, hoses, watering 

cans, birding supplies, Dr. Earth products and SO MUCH MORE.

        Check out additional incentives on our Facebook page.

544 North Main Street · Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 · 804-435-7777   

Sunday - CLOSED
Monday-Friday - 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

*Animal 
 Feed 
 Products 
 Excluded

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

AArti st sr ti st s’’ Sh el fSh e l fThe

“Kick-Off to Summer” Event
 WHEN:  Sat. June 7th 2014      FROM:  3-6pm

         - Meet over 50 Local Artists -
     - Enjoy Delicious Food & Beverages -
            - & Shop, Shop, Shop! -

    We offer local Art, Gifts, & Artisanal Creations made by 
   Artists right here in the NNK.  You haven’t experienced the 
          NNK until you’ve shopped at The Artist’s Shelf.

           Art, Photography, Pottery, Wood Work, Jewelry,
                          And the list goes on....

  We will be hosting a book signing with 10 local
       Authors on Sat. June 14th from 12-3pm  

72 North Main St. Kilmarnock, Va theartistsshelf.com804-577-4138

Authors’ Day

The 10th annual Preakness Party to benefit 
the Rappahannock Community College 
Educational Foundation (RCC/EFI) was 

held May 17 at Providence, hosted by Bill and 
Cean Cawthorn. 

Some 459 guests,—an all-time record—were 
welcomed by RCC president Dr. Elizabeth 
H. “Sissy” Crowther and RCC/EFI board Dr. 
Robert Gates.

Attesting to the party’s success, net proceeds 
hit a new high of $75,000, reported director of 
college advancement Cherie Carl, who heads 
the RCC/EFI.

The event was made possible by financial 
support from the Charles E. and Claire V. 
Sutcliffe Education Trust, Eastern Virginia 
Bankshares, Chesapeake Bank and Chesapeake 
Investment Group, Union First Market Bank, 
Bank of Lancaster and Bay Trust Company, 
Neal & Nickel Wealth Management of Wells 
Fargo Advisors and C&F Bank, she said.  

Participating chefs included Don Marvin 
of Eckhard’s in Topping, Richard Drousche 
of Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club in 
Kilmarnock, Heather Minter of the Kilmarnock 
Inn, Brenda Lee Jackson of Lancaster Tavern in 
Lancaster, Peter Woods of Merroir in Topping, 
David Coontz of the Steamboat Restaurant at 
Piankatank River Golf Club in Hartfield and 
T.V. Flynn of The Tides Inn in Irvington. Also 
participating were several talented cooks from 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury in 
Irvington; their efforts were organized by Jane 
Brouse, director of dining services, and dining 
service production manager Genita Shearin.

Participating vineyards included  Belle 
Mount Winery (Richmond County), Good Luck 
Cellars (Lancaster County) and Ingleside Vine-
yards (Westmoreland County). 

Chef Hatley Bright, director of RCC’s culi-
nary arts and hospitality program, acted as food 
and beverage liaison for the Preakness Party 
organizers.

Jon Stallard of WRAR-Radio in Tappahan-
nock served as master of ceremonies. Bugler 
William Gill opened the event with a rousing 
fanfare to mark the appearance of equestrians 
Lucia and Benjamin Sanchez of the Common-
wealth Fox Hounds. The Harris Simon Trio of 
Williamsburg performed jazz.  

The climax of the afternoon was the big-
screen live viewing of the exciting Preakness 
Stakes. Raffle winners were first, Mike Floyd 
with California Chrome; second, Rick Bowman 
with Ride on Curlin; and third, John K. Perrin 
with Social Inclusion. 

Best hat winners were first, Evelyn Turner, 
whose adorable chapeau was adorned with a 
stuffed pony; second, Anne Meekins; and third, 
and Nellie Sullivan.  

Merchants, corporations, organizations and 

individuals contributing goods and services 
included  ARTon Products, Barbour Printing, 
Carried Away Cuisine, “Marley” of Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, W. C. Lowery, Inc., Al 
Pugh Distributing Co., Minter Golf Cart Sales 
and River Birch Nursery and Landscaping.

Auction items included a tour of the U.S. 
Capitol building with Rep. Rob Wittman; 
cruises on the region’s scenic waterways; an 
oyster roast; golfing packages; vacations in 
Naples, Fla., St. Thomas, or Lake Tahoe; jew-
elry; quilts; and themed baskets. Auctioneer 
extraordinaire Manuel Haynie and his wife, 
Joanne, handled the live auction. 

“It takes a team!” said Carl.
The silent auction was orchestrated by vol-

unteer Leslie Franklin, with help from Bank 
of Lancaster volunteers Ed and Joyce Pittman, 
Chesapeake Bank volunteers Karla Gammon 
and Amy Mitchem, and EVB volunteers Jim 
Minor and Carmen Ward. The bank volunteers 
also kept things running smoothly at the race 
raffle tables. 

The steering committee was chaired by Ginny 
Ritter. Her dedicated team maintains self-
imposed standards for décor and auction items 
which exceed expectations year after year, said 
Carl.

“We extend special thanks to RCC/EFI board 
members Cookie Fleet, Norm Howe, Carolyn 
Lemon, and Martha Tallent, and non-board 
members Lila Brent, Ashton Cawthorn, Hilary 
Derby, Joyce Gunderson, Kathy Humphreys, 
Bob Jackson, Elizabeth Miller, ‘Skeeter’ and 
Betty Penley, Carolyn Roy, and Marguerite 
Slaughter,” she said.

Carl added a special commendation for the 
late Steve Tallent, who, with his wife, Martha, 
first conceived the idea of the Preakness Party. 
“Without the combined devotion, hours of time, 
materials, and talents that all the volunteers 
cheerfully and willingly provide, the event 
wouldn’t capture the imagination as it so power-
fully does!” she said.

Crowther declared the Preakness Party a 
college-wide event, calling on all departments 
to pitch in. Staff volunteers included Sharon 
Drotleff, Brittany Jenkins, Anthony Washington, 
Tom Martin, Margaret Lawyer, Sue Broaddus, 
Leslie Smith, Brad Lewis, Rhett Moore, Dave 
Newsome, Eric Pesola, Joe Wolski, Sherika 
Charity, Mark Beaver, Richard Lewter, Mark 
Acree, Wayne Charnick, Liston Frazier, Bobby 
Kenner, John Leonard, Sam Mitchell, Robbie 
Pearce, Eric Fallin, Rebecca Beaver, Dixieann 
Chapman, Alicia Gallo, Shirley Johnson, David 
Keel, Petie Norris, Christine Stamper, Hutt Wil-
liams, Kendra Wood and Carl. College board 
member Pam Nixon and Fallin led a group of 
students who parked cars and shuttled guests to 
the party tent. 

second, Ann Meekins.

Preakness Party raises $75,000

■
The Kilmarnock Museum, 

in conjunction with the Reed-
ville Fishermen’s Museum, 
is asking for help to identify 
Northern Neck  watermen lost 
at sea while working in the 
menhaden industry, so that a 
memorial monument may be 
constructed in their honor.

Anyone who has lost a rela-
tive or friend or knows of any 
names that should be included 
is urged to call Carroll Lee 
Ashburn at 296-0930, or 
Sandra Smyre at 761-1668.

NEWS BREAK
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This month marks the centenary of the 
event that caused the First World War, the 

assassination of the heir to the throne of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand and his wife, by Gavril Princip, a 
Serbian student, at Sarajevo, Bosnia, on June 
28, 1914. That day led to total European war 
within six weeks, and that war led to the rise of 
communism, fascism and Nazism. 

The Archduke was to succeed the Emperor 
Franz Josef, whose only son had committed a 
murder-suicide pact with his mistress at May-
erling. The matter was complicated further 
by Franz Ferdinand’s morganatic marriage, 
which means that he was married legally and 
in the eyes of the church, but that because his 
wife came from a lesser class, she could not 
become Empress, and their children could not 
inherit the throne.

Princip was a member of a Serbian under-
ground movement, the Black Hand, that 
wanted to break up the multi-national Dual 
Monarchy of Austria and Hungary, thereby 
giving the Slavic peoples of the Balkan Pen-
insula their independence. Franz Ferdinand 
advocated expanding the current structure into 
a triple monarchy with the Slavs gaining equal 
status with the Austrians and the Hungarians.

To that end he was visiting Sarajevo on June 
28, 1914. When his party arrived a terrorist 

bomb went off near the train station, and the 
day’s events were restructured, but he insisted 
on driving through the streets in an open car to 
greet the subjects. The parade route was short-
ened, but the driver of the imperial car was not 
told of the change.  

At one point he drove right when he was 
supposed to go left, stopped to go in reverse, 
and there stood Princip with a gun. He fired 
twice killing the Archduke and his wife. From 
that point on, the process of war unfolded 
very quickly. The couple’s bodies were taken 
back to Vienna for a state funeral, with her in 

a casket inferior to his due to her lower rank.
The imperial government sent an investigat-

ing commission to Bosnia, all the while real-
izing that the root of the problem was across 
the border in Serbia. It issued an ultimatum, 
demanding that the Serbian government allow 
it to come into Serbia to pursue the investiga-
tion. Here matters worsened, as the general 
assumption was that the Black Hand was asso-
ciated with the Serbian secret police.

Paces, the Serbian Prime Minister, turned to 
Russia for help, and called in the Russian Min-
ister to Serbia, Hartwig, who despite his Ger-
manic name, was a thorough Russian nation-
alist. Paces wanted to ask if Russia would 
support the Serbian government rejecting the 
Austrian ultimatum. In that meeting, Hartwig 
suddenly died of a heart attack.  

In those days only the “great” countries 
received ambassadors; small states received 
ministers, the next lower diplomatic rank. 
With Hartwig’s death, Paces then called in 
Basil de Strandmann, the Charge’ d’Affaires 
of the Russian Legation. A charge, as the title 
implies, was in charge of the routine operation 
of the legation, and not accredited to speak on 
behalf of the home government.

Paces asked Strandmann if the Russian 
Empire would support Serbia’s rejection of the 
Austro-Hungarian ultimatum. With no author-

ity to make such a statement, Strandmann, 
another true Russian nationalist, immediately 
responded that he committed the Russian 
Empire to the military defense of Serbia. On 
that basis Paces told the Austro-Hungarian 
minister that Serbia rejected the ultimatum. 
The minister left from the meeting directly 
to the station to return to Vienna, obviously 
having expected and prepared for that answer.

The rejection triggered Austria-Hungary’s 
declaration of war on Serbia, which in turn set 
off the implementation of the overall European 
alliance system, thereby putting virtually all of 
the countries of Europe at war by summer’s 
end.  

After his meeting with Paces, Strandmann 
returned to his legation and cabled Saint 
Petersburg, informing his government of what 
he had done. Two days later he received a wire 
confirming his action. The great historical 
question that remains is, what if he had said to 
Paces, “I do not have the authority to give you 
an answer, and will have to communicate your 
question to my government first?” Had that 
happened, in the two intervening days would 
Paces have capitulated to the Austro-Hungar-
ian demand?

That remains the question to which a differ-
ent answer could have changed the course of 
the last century’s history.

The rejection triggered 
Austria-Hungary’s declara-
tion of war on Serbia, which 
in turn set off the implemen-
tation of the overall Euro-
pean alliance system, thereby 
putting virtually all of the 
countries of Europe at war 
by summer’s end. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
The annual flurry of spring 

commencement exercises is 
officially here.

If you are wondering what 
to get the grad, you can never 
go wrong with a book.

I recommend George Wash-
ington’s Rules of Civility and 
Decent Behavior In Company 
and Conversation.

Although some of the 110 
axioms put to paper by Wash-
ington pre-date the birth of the 
U.S., many still make good 
sense.

If nothing else, they are 
amusing.

 The first one advises: 
“Every action done in com-
pany ought to be with some 
sign of respect to those that 
are present.”

The last one suggests: 
“Labour to keep alive in your 
breast that little celestial fire 
called conscience.”

Among my favorites are:
“When in company, put not 

your hands to any part of the 
body, not usually discovered.

“Sleep not when others 
speak, sit not when others 
stand, speak not when you 
should hold your peace, walk 
not when others stop.

“Spit not in the fire, nor 
stoop low before it. Neither 
put your hands into the flames 
to warm them, nor set your 
feet upon the fire, especially if 
there be meat before it.

“Shake not the head, feet or 
legs; roll not the eyes; lift not 
one eyebrow higher than the 
other; wry not the mouth; and 
bedew no man’s face with your 
spittle by approaching too near 
him when you speak.

“Do not laugh too much or 
too loud in public.

“Be not hasty to believe 
flying reports to the disparage-
ment of any.

“In your apparel be modest 
and endeavor to accommodate 
nature; rather that to procure 
admiration, keep to the fash-
ion of your equals, such as are 
civil and orderly with respect 
to times and places.

“Eat not in the streets nor in 
the house out of season.

“Associate yourself with 
men of good quality, if you 
esteem your own reputation, 
for it is better to be alone than 
in bad company.

“When another speaks be 
attentive yourself and disturb 
not the audience; if any hesi-
tates in his words, help him 
not, nor prompt him without 
desired; interrupt him not, nor 
answer him till his speech be 
ended.

“Be not apt to relate news if 
you know not the truth thereof. 
In discoursing of things you 
have heard, name not your 
author; always a secret dis-
cover not.

It’s never too late for another 
lesson in manners, by George.

Focal Point

Laddie Townshend of Callao raises tomatoes by the “boatload.”

Photo by Laura Dent

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

I have had the benefit of representing the citizens 
of the Northern Neck in the House of Delegates for 
three years. It is an honor and privilege to serve the 
people of Virginia, and a responsibility that I take 
very seriously. 

I was disappointed to see Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s 
recent letter to the citizens of the Northern Neck. 
This letter was an obvious attempt to misrepresent 
the facts about the current budget impasse and 
Medicaid expansion. 

The people of the Northern Neck are not unin-
formed pawns that politicians can use for political 
gain. We are hard-working families who deserve 
honest, forthright elected leaders. 

As I said, I consider myself a servant of the 
people. When I make decisions I consider the gen-
erations ahead of me, the generation now and the 
generations to be, but most importantly I weigh out 
the facts.

Under President Obama’s signature healthcare 
reform law, states have the option to expand their 
Medicaid programs. This is not a requirement. 
Right now, about half the states have rejected Med-
icaid expansion. Virginia is one of them. 

However, Gov. McAuliffe and Senate Democrats 
refuse to pass a state budget unless we implement 
Medicaid expansion in the Commonwealth. In 
other words, they refuse to do their job unless they 
get their way on Medicaid. That’s careless, irrespon-
sible and wrong. 

The state budget was due on March 8—over 80 
days ago. Now, we’re less than 30 days from the first 
government shutdown in state history.   

Add to that, Virginia could be facing a $300 mil-
lion shortfall for this year and $1 billion general 
fund shortfall for the next two years. We will have 
to significantly re-evaluate our spending priorities. 

The $1 billion general fund revenue shortfall is 
proof that we shouldn’t expand Medicaid. The cost 
of the current Medicaid program is already unsus-
tainable. Adding 400,000 people to the program 
and taking on $2 billion in new, long-term financial 

obligations right now would be beyond irrespon-
sible. 

I do not think Virginians believe making govern-
ment bigger will save them money. If that worked, 
the federal government would have gotten out of 
debt a long time ago. 

Medicaid is already the fastest growing part of 
the state budget. It consumes 40% of all new reve-
nue and has grown by 1,600% over the last 30 years. 
Expanding Medicaid will make the problem worse, 
not better. 

Virginians recognize this. A recent survey done 
by Christopher Newport University showed that 
Virginians oppose Medicaid expansion by 13 
points. Independents oppose it by 20 points. 

Regardless of how you feel about Medicaid 
expansion, we should all agree that it is wrong to 
delay the entire state budget over a single issue. That 
might be how they do things in Washington, but it’s 
not the Virginia way. 

The pending government shutdown and potential 
budget shortfall isn’t about Medicaid expansion 
anymore, it’s about the fiscal integrity of the Com-
monwealth. We need to get a budget in place so we 
can deal with the budget shortfall and so localities 
can begin making plans to prepare for cuts in state 
funding. 

The quickest way to do that is to set aside Medic-
aid expansion. We need to go to Richmond and pass 
a responsible budget right now. We can continue the 
debate over Medicaid expansion later. 

Over 100 local governments, school boards, local 
elected officials and business groups, including 
Richmond, Northumberland, Lancaster and King 
George counties have passed resolutions or sent let-
ters to the governor supporting this position. 

As an elected leader, I feel obligated to do what is 
right for the people of Virginia. To me, that means 
passing a state budget on time that spends taxpayer 
dollars in a responsible way. I hope the governor 
gives the General Assembly the opportunity to do 
that soon. 

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter attacking the 
writer of another letter criticiz-
ing Del. Margaret Ransone is 
disturbing. The First Amend-
ment provides for freedom of 
speech.

Everyone has the right to 
criticize elected officials. The 
letter writer uses facts, not 
name-calling—that is not libel. 
I was concerned by Ransone’s 
letter and called her office. I 
asked for specifics.

If Medicaid needs reform-
ing, what are those reforms and 
is Ransone proposing a bill to 
enact reforms?

I got no answer.
Margaret Ransone is a 

master at avoiding communi-
cation. Her letters are vague. 
As a victims’ rights advocate 
and author of two books on 
school shootings in Virginia, I 
tried to meet with her to sup-
port a Republican-sponsored 
bill on active shooter training.

 I naively thought “what a 
good idea”—a Democrat and 
Republican putting differences 
aside to work for the safety of 
our children. Ransone could 
not squeeze me into her sched-
ule.

The recent letter writer is 
wrong on Obamacare. I know 
of a small businessman in 
North Carolina whose insur-
ance used to cost $30,000 a 
year for his 12 employees. He 
has saved $18,000 on insur-
ance premiums, thanks to 
Obamacare. 

He has put the surplus into 
a fund for his employees. The 
employees will get their share 
when they resign or retire. 
The old system was a disaster; 
Obamacare is a boon to the 
businessman and his employ-
ees.

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Del. Ransone’s
correspondence is
still short on facts

Congressman Rob Wittman’s 
friends and supporters should 
make certain they go to the 
polls Tuesday, June 10, to cast 
their vote in the Republican pri-
mary.

Wittman has represented the 
First Congressional District 
since December 2007 when 
he won a special election to 
replace the late Rep. Joann 
Davis.  He has been re-elected 
three more times.

He has achieved greater 
influence over his years of ser-
vice. He is a member of the 
prestigious armed services 
committee, and is chairman 
of its oversight and investiga-
tions subcommittee. He also 
serves on the subcommittee 
on seapower and expeditionary 
forces. Wittman also serves as 
chairman of the board of visi-
tors of the Naval Academy.

As a member of the conser-
vative House Republican study 
committee, he is one of the 
House leaders in the fight to 

Support Wittman

curb federal spending.
Wittman serves as a member 

of the House natural resources 
committee, forging new ideas 
in efforts to protect and clean 
up the Chesapeake Bay, the 
First District’s greatest natural 
treasure.

He is widely recognized as 
a strong supporter of veterans 
and fights for the best treatment 
possible for our retired and dis-
abled vets and their families.  

He advocates total respect 
for the Constitution in adopt-
ing laws governing the country. 
He does not support the current 
president’s new efforts to act 
without Congress, using “a pen 
and a phone.”

We are lucky to have such 
a hard-working person as our 
Representative.

Please support Rob Wittman 
for Congress in the June 10 
Republican primary.

Carol Dawson,
Morattico

What if the six counties Del. 
Ransone represents implemented 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
by expanding Virginia Medicaid? 

I looked it up. In the four 
Northern Neck and Caroline 
and King George counties, Dis-
trict 99, the population less than 
65 years of age totals 84,164, 
not including those eligible for 
Medicare. Of those, 13,566 are 
uninsured, which includes 1,914 
children (ages 0-18), according to 
the Virginia Atlas of Community 
Health statistics, 2012.

Think of the impact on those 
13,566.  How many breast, cer-
vical and colon cancers and dia-
betes cases might be caught early 
enough? How many households 
might avoid bankruptcy due to 
unforeseen medical bills? How 
many home foreclosures might 
be avoided? I don’t know, but cer-
tainly some and probably many 
over the years.

Today any of these 13,566 
who have a medical emergency 
will have to pay retail for their 
treatment, up to five times what 
is paid through insurance agree-
ments. On one recent actual 
$50,000 hospital bill, insurance 
paid $10,000, a $39,000 or 78% 
discount, and the patient paid the 
deductible of $1,000. The unin-
sured don’t get these discounts, 
because of hospital agreements 
with insurance companies.

When I was in business, about 
40% of bankruptcies in our con-
sumer credit portfolio were due 
to catastrophic medical bills with 
homes lost and lives destroyed. 

This is something the House 
Delegates could actually do for 
their constituents. Virginians 
are paying the tax to the federal 
government for the ACA cover-
age that some 8 million people in 
other states already enjoy.  

The humanitarian and eco-
nomic impact would be positive 
and considerable. I envy your 
opportunity to make a positive 
difference. Be a leader; make it 
happen.   

Joel Dugan, 
Lancaster

Be a leader



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A7

FYI
River Market
Wine Tastings Friday

White Stone 435-1725

Do you remember?
This “very old” undated photo shows the L.E. Mumford 

Bank (now West Church Street), currently the site 
of Main Street Chevron, said Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a 
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Virginia Women’s Center, 
sponsor of this year’s Women 
Build event, again demon-
strated how outsized an impact 
a business can have on the 
community where they live and 
work.

For the fifth year in a row, Dr. 
Kaye Stout and Kate Mendez 
cheerfully and professionally 
supported Lancaster/Northum-
berland Habitat and the more 
than 30 people—women and 
men!—who gave of them-
selves and their valuable time 
to build a home for a neighbor 
they most likely have not even 
met. Wow!

Nan Harvey Flynn,
President, Lancaster/

Northumberland Habitat for 
Humanity, Kilmarnock

Support for
Women Build I urge all Republicans and 

others interested in supporting 
Republican candidates to vote 
in the Republican Primary June 
10 to select Rep. Rob Wittman 
as our candidate for election to 
Congress in November.

Wittman has represented 
the First District of Virginia in 
exemplary fashion in the last 
three Congresses and gained 
immeasurable experience in the 
ways of Washington and famil-
iarity with the details of impor-
tant national issues. With a solid 
foundation of prior experience 
in municipal, county and state 
government, Rob well under-
stands the implication of deci-
sions made in Washington on 
the state and local level.

A strong family man and 
young grandfather, he has con-
tinued to live among his constit-
uents and travel broadly within 
his District while serving in 
Washington to keep in touch 
with concerns of local citizens.

In our system of representa-
tive democracy, members of 
Congress cast innumerable 
votes, the details of which indi-
vidual citizens cannot know 
or anticipate. It is extremely 
important that we pick a person 
who by education, experience, 
judgment, wisdom and temper-
ament we trust to be our voice 
on all matters of important 
national and international inter-
est. Single-issue candidates are 
ill-suited to be our representa-
tives on such a broad array of 
matters.

Wittman has done his home-
work in Congress. He has 
familiarized himself in depth 
with the important issues of 
the day. Those of you who have 
heard him speak have been 
impressed with the depth of his 
understanding. As chairman of 
the important sea power sub-
committee of armed services, 
he has repeatedly visited our 
troops in Afghanistan and 
other trouble spots around the 
world and gained important 
insights into critical issues per-
taining to our national defense, 
in the end the most important 
responsibility of our national 
government.

He also has been a strong 
advocate for protection of the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tribu-
taries, on which the quality of 
life in Tidewater Virginia so 
depends.

Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Vote for Wittman

The governor’s op-ed posted 
last week is at a minimum mis-
leading.

Governor, tell me about 
morally right and wrong after 
you stop taking money from 
healthcare groups that fund 
campaigns. Tell me what is 
morally right when you sup-
port the ability of persons to 
buy insurance across state 
lines which reduces cost. 
Tell me what is morally right 
when you support tort reform 
to reduce healthcare cost. Tell 
me what is morally right when 
you create jobs for the middle 
class instead of taking cam-
paign funds from and support-
ing Wall Street executives. The 
governor’s position is politi-
cally based, not morality based.

Governor, show me a pro-
gram where the federal gov-
ernment did not reduce their 
monetary share. Remember the 
promises of original Medicaid?

Governor, if history is any 
indication, the federal govern-
ment will in all likelihood cut 
its share and the billion dollar 
savings you claim will happen 
over eight years will actually 
cost the citizens of Virginia, 
not save the billion dollars as 
suggested. 

The claim of creating 30,000 
jobs is pie in the sky. Over 
what period of time and where 
are the jobs? It is another figure 
thrown out with zero facts 
illustrated.

Thanks to our House of Del-
egates we have the possibility 
to wait for the U.S. Congress to 
change healthcare legislation 
in a manner that helps more 
people after the next national 
election cycle. 

To insinuate that Republi-
cans don’t care about or don’t 
want to change healthcare for 
the poor is a disgraceful dis-
tortion of fact. They want to 
change it, just not the way you 
do. 

Governor, instead of lob-
bying us to blindly follow the 
president’s policies, may I sug-
gest you lobby the president 
and Sen. Reid to allow a vote 
on the House passed healthcare 
legislation. 

Al Hall, 
Reedville

Governor’s article
is misleading

A recent letter had a few com-
ments on climate change. The 
writer is opposed to a carbon tax 
and rightly so if the revenues end 
up in the hands of the govern-
ment. The revenues need to be 
returned totally to households.  
The writer had other comments 
about soot and the U.S. land 
area.

The soot that causes pollution 
on the leading edge of airplane 
wings does not float off into 
space. It is washed out of the air 
by rain or falls out naturally in a 
few days due to gravity. It causes 
two problems: the soot particles 
absorb sunlight and directly heat 
the surrounding air; and when it 
falls on snow or ice it changes 
those reflecting surfaces into 
absorbing ones. It is a short-term 
contributor to global warming.

 Yes, as the writer indicates, 
the U.S. only has a small per-
centage of the world land mass. 
However, carbon emissions are 
related to economic activity and 
population. China is the largest 
emitter with about 30% and the 
U.S. is second with 16% and the 
European Union with 11%.

China passed us in 2006 
in terms of total CO2 emis-
sions. The amount of global 
warming is related to the amount 
of CO2 in the atmosphere, which 
has increased by 40%. The phys-
ics of this was documented in 
1895.

We are fortunate in Virginia, 
we have not yet had serious 
impacts from climate change, 
but just take a flight over west 
Texas or California to see the 
drought, or over the forests 
of the Rockies to see the wild 
fires, or the devastation around 
the world from floods. Scien-
tists have tied these directly to 
global warming.

The culprit is human gen-
erated CO2, and the way to 
reduce the usage of something 
is to make it more expensive.

Gregory T Haugan, PhD,
Heathsville

Reduce carbon 
emissions to slow
global warming

My wife and I attend Sunday 
school and church to honor God.

This is the same God who 
made everything that was made. 
This includes the sun, moon and 
stars, dinosaurs, plants, animals, 
people, religion, land and water.

This is the same God who 
hears our prayers.

If our parents had been Jewish 
or Muslim, He would be the 
same God of love. We see many 
of our friends at church, but we 
also have Jewish and Muslim 
friends.

Friendship with others is a big 
part of being happy.

Straughan Richardson,
Ophelia

Happiness is...

Government does it again! 
The Reedville Fishing Derby, 
beginning with 500 boats 30 
years ago, is gone!

Each newly elected govern-
ment official acts to pile on 
more laws and regulations. 
How else would they justify 
their existence?

They won’t accept 
that rules added over the 
years kill success. Why aren’t 
there now more fish with less 
than 10% as many sports fish-
ermen as 30 years ago?

I quit fishing several 
years ago because onerous 
rules added annually steadily 
chipped away the fun.

Will any government official 
admit they share any blame?

How much does this sig-
nificant decline in recreational 
activity hurt business, taxes 
and most important, service to 
the community?

Bill Wiggins,
Wicomico Church

Blame the
government

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

One of the major initiatives of 
this spring is an important one 
for the First District. Legislation 
known as the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
recently passed through the 
House after months of con-
sideration and debate. NDAA 
addresses the best way forward 
to fund and guide our Depart-
ment of Defense for Fiscal Year 
2015 and beyond.

It is fitting that the House 
completed the work on this leg-
islation in May which is Military 
Appreciation Month. This obser-
vance reminds Americans of the 
importance of the U.S. Armed 
Services and their dedication to 
our nation. Many folks in the 
First District know firsthand the 
experience of being deployed 
across the globe or having a 
family member deployed. 

Among other provisions, the 
NDAA prohibited another round 
of Base Realignment and Clo-
sure (BRAC) aimed at locking 
in unwise force structure reduc-
tions during a time of accelerated 
transition and the withdrawal of 
troops from Afghanistan. The 
legislation also restored criti-

cal funding for the USS George 
Washington (CVN-73) to assure 
it can function effectively for the 
remaining 25 years of expected 
service life. The legislation also 
funds flying hour programs 
to keep our pilots trained and 
capable, training for our ground 
forces, depot maintenance across 
the services and necessary 
steaming days at sea critical to 
fleet training.

While I’m pleased with the 
NDAA, we must continue to 
focus on restoring the readiness 
lost as a result of sequestration 
and addressing the larger overall 
issue of senseless and arbitrary 
budget decisions. Challenges 
with the budget can impact the 
attention paid to other important 
concerns, such as the safe and 
responsible withdrawal of our 
troops from Afghanistan; a crisis 
in Ukraine which threatens to 
destabilize Eastern Europe and 
will impact our presence in the 
region; a humanitarian disaster 
and civil war in Syria that threat-
ens the balance of power in the 
Middle East; and growing ten-
sions in the Asia-Pacific. All of 
these issues impact our national 

riversideonline.com

Dr. Wind has what 
it takes to practice 

orthopaedics 
anywhere he wants.

We’re glad he’s here.
As a fellowship-trained orthopaedic surgeon, Tyler Wind, 

MD, has the background and specialized skills in joint 

replacement, minimally invasive surgery and sports medicine 

that would make him a welcome addition to any medical 

staff in the country. His decision to practice here means 

that people in communities throughout the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula can count on exceptional surgical and 

non-surgical orthopaedic care. To make an appointment 

with Dr. Wind please call  Northern Neck Bone & 

Joint at (804) 443-8670.

Tappahannock Hospital

The HEROES of Hometown Healthcare

YOUR LETTERS

security.
Passage of the NDAA sends a 

strong message that our nation’s 
military has the support of Con-
gress. It is our Constitutional 
responsibility, and my highest pri-
ority, to ensure our all-volunteer 
force has the training and equip-
ment necessary to complete their 
missions and come home safely. 
The charge for our nation’s lead-
ers is to navigate difficult issues 
and confront budget choices that 
will impact our national security 
for years to come. 

Our nation’s defense must not 
be dictated by numbers, but by 
strategy. The fact remains that 
national security requirements, as 
outlined in the defense strategy, 
far exceed the budget that has 
been provided. We must be com-
mitted to ensuring that our force 
is always ready to respond if a 
crisis arises.

■ Fiscal hero
U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner  

has been named a ‘Fiscal Hero’ 
by the nonpartisan Campaign 
to Fix the Debt for his leading 
role in assembling a bipartisan 
coalition to responsibly address 
our nation’s deficits and debt. 

The campaign, co-founded 
by former U.S. Sen. Alan 
Simpson and former Clinton 
White House Chief of Staff 
Erskine Bowles, recognized 
Sen. Warner for his leadership 
and commitment to addressing 
the core drivers of our nation’s 
debt in a bipartisan and fiscally 
responsible way.

NEWS 
BREAK
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ARE YOU STILL HORSING 
AROUND WITH YOUR OLD 
HVAC SYSTEM?

OFFER EXPIRES 6/13/2014.
*System rebate offers range from $300 to $1,700. See your local Lennox dealer for details. 
© 2014 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer 
available per qualifying purchase.

DOMINION VIRGINIA  
POWER REBATE  

RECEIVE UP TO A

$1,700 REBATE* 
WITH THE PURCHASE OF A QUALIFYING  

LENNOX® HOME COMFORT SYSTEM.

AND

804-462-0640
www.redlawmechanical.net

2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA 22503
Quality HVAC Service

RECEIVE UP TO A

$250
CALL DEALER FOR DETAILS.

SEAY’S
DELTAVILLE

804-338-2972
Prompt, Professional, Reliable

APPLIANCE SERVICE,  INC.
Since 1975

Gloucester House
Assisted Living & Memory Care

 

Join us and learn why you may be entitled to $1,130 - $2,085 
per month* to help pay for assisted living costs.

 

attention families of wartime veterans and surviving spouses

*Actual benefit amount is determined by the VA based on eligibility

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m., Monday, June 9, in the Media Center at Lancaster 
Middle School, 191 School Street. Kilmarnock. 

The meeting will be preceded at 5:30 p.m. by a closed session 
for student and personnel matters.

Agenda items include approval of changes to the hybrid sick 
leave policy, Virginia Retirement System rate resolution, student 
return to school policy, and the 2014-15 school calendar. There 
are no presentations on the agenda.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, June 12, at the 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville.

Public hearings, beginning at 7 p.m., will include a request 
from Thomas and Cathleen Allen to allow an existing dwelling 
and accessory building partly within the resource protection area 
buffer at 460 Whittstat Lane near Heathsville.

There also will be a hearing on a proposed amendment to the 
Northumberland County Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area 
Ordinance Chapter 54, article IV, section 54-12.

The proposed amendment clarifies that “the area that is deemed 
sufficient to accommodate a proposed development shall be a 
minimum of 15,000 square feet.” The existing language does not 
include “a minimum of.”

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fisheries 
will meet at 9 a.m. June 12 at the Carpenter 

Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.
Items on the agenda include crab and oyster harvest reports, 

crab and finfish advisory committee reports, blue crab winter 
dredge survey results, Oyster Management Reserve Program 
updates, the Rotational Natural Oyster Harvest Program and 
the Kitts Point Artificial Reef Project, oyster sanctuaries, and 
a review of the annual fish compliance reports submitted to 
ASMFC.

The commission also will discuss the female harvest reduc-
tions and modify Order 2014-07 to achieve a 10% reduction in 
the female crab harvest and provide protection to the 2013 year 
class of juvenile crabs, adopt an order to close Pascahanna as 
part of the RNOHP, adopt an order to be in compliance with the 
NSSP, and adopt the FY2015 budget.

WHITE STONE—The town council will hold a second 
reading on its proposed fiscal year 2015 budget at 7 p.m. tonight, 
June 5, at the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone.

Council is expected to adopt the $154,825 budget following 
the second reading. There was no discussion from the public at 
a hearing in May.   

The budget includes a $1,423 increase in general funds expen-
ditures, with all of the town’s expenses expected to increase 
slightly, according to town manager Patrick Frere. 

Council also will hear reports from Frere, town police chief 
Cliff Dawson and committee chairmen. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

The Strawberry Festival sponsored by 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 

Heathsville the Saturday of Memorial 
Day weekend was attended by more than 
160 vendors, scores of volunteers, and 
thousands of people. 

“This event dates back to the early 
1880s and has truly become a commu-
nity event,“ said event chairman Ellen 
Kirby. “We are so appreciative of all the 
folks in the community and those from 
far away who come out to enjoy and par-
ticipate in the festival.” 

The proceeds from this and all St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church events fund 

outreach programs and projects of the 
church. “Twenty percent of our budget 
goes toward outreach,” said Kirby. “We 
are able to help those in need in our com-
munity and beyond only through the gen-
erous support of people who make our 
events successful.”  

The weather was idyllic and folks 
shopped, toured the historic church, 
and savored homemade strawberry 
shortcakes and a variety of other food, 
she said. Many gathered in front of the 
newly constructed bandstand to enjoy 
music by the Woodshed Conspiracy and 
Janie Withers and the Sierra Band and 

entertainment by the Square Pegs square 
dancers. 

Almost 2,000 quarts of fresh local 
strawberries from Garner’s Produce sold 
quickly, as did many plants and home-
baked items. The few remaining plants 
are now on sale at St. Stephen’s Trifles 
and Treasures Thrift Shop adjacent to the 
church.  

The event began with the ringing of 
the church bell—original to the church—
to announce the Presentation of Colors 
and Pledge of Allegiance led by Boy 
Scout Troop 250 and an opening prayer 
by the Rev. Lucia Lloyd. 

Bill Kirby displays more than 1,000 plants he raised for 
the festival plant sale.

Strawberry Festival attended by thousands

CLARAVILLE—Groups of 
sixth-graders at Northumber-
land Middle School recently 
gained useful safe boating 
knowledge interacting with 
safety equipment.

Under the leadership of Nor-
thumberland Middle School 
teacher Delores Vanecek and 
assisted by experienced boaters 
from the Northern Neck Sail 
and Power Squadron and the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
students received lessons at 
four learning stations, reported 
Ray Reuter.

At one station the students 
learned how to select and wear 
proper fitting life jackets by 
donning one and tested their 
skills at operating fire extin-
guishers, said Reuter. The 

Students challenged at safe boating program
of Northumberland Middle 
School students joins over 
2,200 area middle school chil-
dren who have learned through 
the USPS Kids Program that 
education is fun and having 
fun on the water means doing 
it safely, said Reuter.

impact different types of trash 
have on the ecosystem was 
emphasized at an environmen-
tal station.  At the Marine VHF 
Radio skills station, students 
learned how to summon help 
using radios and simulated 
distress calls.

At the “Big Chill” station, 
students learned about the 

debilitating effects cold water 
has on motor skills and how to 
prevent hypothermia, he said. 
Their challenge lesson was to 
retrieve a coin with chilled fin-
gers at the bottom of a bucket 
filled with icy water after soak-
ing their arm for 30 seconds.  

As a prelude to summer 
boating activities, this group 

IRVINGTON—The  Steamboat Era Museum is compiling a 
Steamboat Era Cookbook. The recipes must  have been served 
between 1813-1937. Send recipes, including contact informa-
tion, by June 30, to Sallie Dashiell at steamboatrecipes@yahoo.
com, or P.O. Box 8, Weems, VA  22576

Entrees, salads, desserts, cocktails and other food items are 
welcome. Include any related anecdotes about the originator of 
the recipe; when, to whom, and how it was served.

Cookbook deadline is June 30

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?

editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)


