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Bethel’s featured 
speaker retired U.S. 

Air Force Lt. Col. Bill 
Stackhouse reviewed 
historical facts about 

how the holiday came 
to be recognized, and 

noted only 28% of 
Americans know what 

the day is about. He 
said he didn’t know 

any service members 
who wouldn’t want 

citizens to also 
celebrate with 

barbecues and family 
events. 

Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson

Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s 25th Memorial Day service. 
Conducted graveside at Bethel UMC, the men held a traditional roll 
call honoring church veterans and those who gave their lives in war. 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Col. Richard E. Weirsema (left)
addressed those attending 
a Memorial Day observance 
at Christ Church in Weems. 
Col. Weirsema, a U.S. Army 
Director of the Joint Advanced 

National Defense University, 
said the country recognizes 
its armed forces with two 
national observances, 
Veterans Day and Memorial 

ribbons and medals, the 

stones,” he said. In times of 
peace, defense is measured in 
terms of dollars and in times 
of war, it is measured in how 
many lives have been lost. 
“What is it we’re willing to die 
for and, of course, the reverse 
of that is, what is it we’re 
willing to kill for?” 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Vadrighi

From left, wreath bearer retired U.S. Army Col. David A. Gutowski, of 
American Legion Post 117 in Reedville, and honorary wreath bearer 
retired U.S. Navy Gunner’s Mate First Class George Urban, salute as 
the playing of Taps concludes a Memorial Day observance at Christ 
Church. The annual service was sponsored by the Northern Neck 

Post 117 and Boy Scouts of America Troop 242 and the Foundation 
for Historic Christ Church. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster High School Air Force ROTC cadets presented the colors 
at the Memorial Day program at Historic White Marsh Church. From 
left are cadets Chief Master Sergeant Clarence Thomas, Technical 
Sergeant Lane Brocklebank, Captain Carter Robins and Captain 
Brook Reed. Photo by Renss Greene

Grace Harley, a 
grief counselor 

with the Tragedy 
Assistance Program 

for Survivors, or 
TAPS, spoke at 

the Memorial Day 
program at White 
Marsh Church. “To 

the military service 
member, the best 

thing you can do 
for them is to care 

for their family,” 
said Harley. Prior to 
the program, funds 

raised by the sale 
of memorial crosses 

Photo by
Renss Greene

Community services
honor fallen heroes

A related slide show
appears at RRecord.com

LANCASTER—It took supervi-
sors just minutes to throw their unan-
imous support behind school offi-
cials’ request for a budget increase 
that will be used to extend the school 
year by two weeks in the fiscal year 
beginning July 1. The vote was 5-0 
in last week’s special meeting on the 
school budget. 

District 3 supervisor Jason Bel-
lows made the motion to approve and 
appropriate a request for $15,804,328, 
an increase of $385,210. The motion 
allocated the budget by category: 
$11,698,308 for instruction and tech-
nology; $700,203 for administration 
and health; $1,204,038 for transpor-
tation; $1,497,785 for operations and 
maintenance; $87,395 for debt ser-
vice; and $616,600 for food service. 

“This has been a 
really great budget 
cycle,” Bellows 
said. He thanked 
acting superinten-
dent Sandy Spears 
for her hard work 
in drafting the 
budget.

“It’s the best I’ve 
seen,” said District 
2 superintendent 
Ernest Palin.

Both Palin and Bellows work for 
the school district as primary school 
principal and high school teacher, 
respectively. Each read a prepared 
statement prior to the vote, stating 
they have no financial gain in voting 
on the budget as “...one of a group of 
230 employees affected by the school 
board budget.”

“It’s a new day—a new time in the 
life of the schools,” said District 4 
supervisor William Lee before cast-
ing his vote.

During the May 13 public hearing, 
Spears and school board chairman Dr. 
Robert Westbrook defended the pro-
posed increase and extended school 
year as critical to the district’s work in 
earning full accreditation. Westbrook 
said they had a late start on the budget 
planning process, since nothing had 
taken place when they took their posi-
tions in January. 

Westbrook noted the pending 
arrival July 1 of “our new superinten-
dent, Steven Parker. That man knows 
it’s going to take years,” to turn the 
schools around, he said.

Supervisors 
approve 
school 
budget by 
category

by Audrey Thomasson

H E AT H S V I L L E — V i r g i n i a 
State Police Trooper J.W. Hudson 
responded to a single-vehicle crash 
involving a fatality in Northumber-
land County on Saturday, May 24. 
The crash occurred at 5:47 a.m. on 
Route 712, less than a mile north of 
Plantation Road.

 A 2010 Jeep Patriot was traveling 
along Route 712 when it ran off the 
road and into the Yeocomico River. 
The driver, Oswald N. Hall, 70, of 
Callao died at the scene, reported 
Virginia State Police public relations 
director Corinne N. Geller.

 The cause of the crash remains 
under investigation, said Geller.

Callao man dies
in vehicle crash

“It’s a new 
day—a new 
time in the 
life of the 
schools.” 
—William Lee

District 4 
supervisors
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Don’t Miss It!

8th Annual
Patrons Gala

Sunday, June 29

Art on display & tickets on sale June 3 - 29
Rappahannock Art League, 19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

Reception 4 p.m.
Ticket Drawing 5 p.m.

Kick-off Reception
Friday, June 6, 5-7 p.m.

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard by Judge 
Harry T. Taliaferro III on May 
23 in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court: 

Gary Levern Conaway’s 
felony case of larceny for writing 
a bad check was continued to 9 
a.m. June 27, to give him time to 
retain an attorney.

Terrance Rynell Brown’s 
appeal of a decision in a child 
custody case from Juvenile and 
Domestic Court was scheduled 
for 11:30 a.m. August 25.

Dwayne Donte Noel’s felony 
case on a drug charge was con-
tinued to 9 a.m. June 27.

Christina Lynn Samuels’ 
felony charge of concealing or 
altering the price on merchandise 
was continued to 9 a.m. June 27.

Rajaeh Jeffarries Smith’s 
felony charges of grand larceny, 
assault, abduction by force and 

LANCASTER—Kenneth 
B. Jackson, 52, of Topping was 
found guilty of a felony hit-
and-run and enhanced driving 
under the influence in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on May 23, 
according to a statement released 
by Lancaster County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Robert Cun-
ningham. Argument for sentenc-
ing has been set for July 25. 

“In December 2013, a driver 
of a pickup truck ‘T-boned’ an 
older couple at the corner of the 
White Stone Event Center just 
prior to the Christmas Parade,” 

said Cunningham.
 “The driver backed up and 

sped away from the scene with-
out stopping,” continued Cun-
ningham. “White Stone Chief 
of Police Cliff Dawson imme-
diately responded and at the 
direction of witnesses pursued 
the vehicle down White Stone 
Beach Road. Upon locating the 
truck he identified the driver as 
Kenneth Jackson and arrested 
him.

“At trial, statements at the 
scene by the defendant to Chief 
Dawson, including that Jackson 

had had a fifth of gin to drink an 
hour before and that he hoped 
no one was hurt when asked 
why he left the accident, played 
a significant part in the court’s 
ruling. 

“Testimony of the phleboto-
mist who drew defendant’s 
blood at RGH and the forensic 
expert Dr. James Hutchings 
from the Department Of Foren-
sic Science in Richmond estab-
lished the enhanced DUI level 
of 0.19%. The statutory level of 
a standard DUI is 0.08%,” said 
Cunningham.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened May 22 with 
Judge Harry Taliaferro III pre-
siding. On that date:

The scheduled trial of 
Dwayne Gray of Callao on 
three counts of violation of 
probation on a felony offense 
was carried over and set for 
review October 28.

Falisha Lampkin of Burgess 
did not appear at her sentencing 
for welfare fraud and making a 
false welfare application and 
the review of her charge of fail-
ure to appear. The sentencing 
and review have been set for 
July 22.

Lochoane Artea Palmer of 
Heathsville was to be tried on 
violation of probation on a 
felony offense. The trial was 
continued to July 22.

Donte Lamar Brooks of 
Hague had a hearing to show 
cause on a violation of proba-
tion charge. His trial was set for 
September 23.

James Michael Hayden of 
Lottsburg had a hearing to 
show cause on a violation of 
probation charge. His trial was 
set for June 26.

Victoria Renne Thompson of 
Callao was sentenced for arson 
to five years in the penitentiary, 

all five suspended, and ordered 
to pay $1,280.55 in restitution.

Casey Clarke Northern of 
Warsaw had one count of pro-
bation violation on a felony 
offense and two counts of 
probation violation on misde-
meanors dismissed.

Milford Shontae Diggs of 
Burgess was tried on a third 
offense of manufacturing or 
distributing a schedule II sub-
stance charge and pled guilty to 
the amended charge of distrib-
uting schedule II drugs. He was 
sentenced to 20 years in the 
penitentiary, with 16 years and 
five months suspended, and 
two years of supervised proba-
tion. The prosecution did not 
pursue two additional counts 
of manufacturing or distribut-
ing a schedule II substance for 
the third or subsequent time, 
distribution of marijuana, child 
abuse, possession with intent to 
manufacture a schedule I or II 
substance, and possession of a 
schedule III substance.

James Robert McCarraher of 
Kilmarnock saw his trial on six 
counts of probation violation 
on a felony offense and two 
counts of probation violation 
on a misdemeanor offense set 
for October 28.

Annie Ball of Lancaster was 
tried on four counts of pro-
bation violation on a felony 

On May 10, the family and members of 
Lancaster County Chapter 1406, United 

Daughters of the Confederacy gathered to 
honor the memory of beloved and esteemed 
“real daughter” member Elizabeth Beauchamp 
McKenney.  

Present for the ceremony were son Robert 
N. McKenny; grandson John B. McKenney 
III, his wife, Valarie; granddaughter Rebecca 
Blackhurst, her husband, Paul; and great-
grandson Jarod Blackhurst, reported president 
Jo Ann Fickling.

Other members present were second vice 
president, Peggy Davis, chaplain Betty Chris-
topher, historian Ann Carter, correspond-
ing secretary Helen Mitchell, patriotic and 
benevolent chairman Leah Pittman, correct use 
of flags chairman Ann Robinson, monument 
restoration committee chairman Susan Hudson 
and cherished member Joyce Mitchell. Wallace 
Carter also was present.

Elizabeth Beauchamp McKenney became 

a member of the UDC in 1915. She joined on 
the service of her father, Joseph Beauchamp. 
He enlisted on May 27, 1861, in Co. C, 40th 
Regiment Virginia Infantry. He was mustered 
out in April 1862 because of disability due to 
battle wounds.

The ceremony started with a scripture reading 
and prayer led by Christopher. The Real Daugh-
ter marker was unveiled by Robert McKenney. 
Marker dedication and flag placement was read 
by Fickling. Memories of his grandmother were 
given by John B. McKenney III.  Flowers were 
placed on the grave by the family and a favorite 
poem, “House by the Side of the Road” by Sam 
Walter, was read by Rebecca Blackhurst.  Bene-
diction was given by Christopher.  

“It was a moving and wonderful day. We 
gathered after the ceremony to view Mrs. 
McKenney’s original UDC membership and 
talk about her life,” said Fickling. “Mrs. McK-
enny had taught some of our members in local 
schools.”  

From left are Valarie McKenney, John B. McKenney III, Robert N. McKenney, Rebecca 
McKenney Blackhurst, Jarod Blackhurst and Paul Blackhurst.  

Family and UDC members honor ‘real
daughter’ Elizabeth Beauchamp McKenney

Man convicted of White Stone
hit-and-run and enhanced DUI

LANCASTER COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson use of a firearm were continued 
to 9 a.m. August 11.

Melissa Miller Thomas’ 
felony case of obtaining pre-
scription drugs by fraud and 
assaulting law enforcement was 
continued to 9 a.m. September 
22.

In a bench trial, Judge Talia-
ferro found Kenneth Beverly 
Jackson guilty of felony hit-and-
run and misdemeanor drunk 
driving. Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham 
called seven witnesses.

Several witnesses testified 
seeing a truck matching Jack-
son’s pass them on the wrong 
side of the road and hit the vic-
tim’s car as she was making a 
left turn from Windmill Point 
Road onto Beach Road around 
5:30 p.m. December 5, 2013. 
After pushing the car onto the 
lawn of the White Stone Event 
Center, the driver backed up his 
truck and left the scene heading 
down Beach Road.

White Stone police chief Cliff 
Dawson testified he found Jack-
son backing out of a driveway 

and turning his headlights off. 
When Dawson stopped, Jackson 
got out of his car and fell to the 
ground, claiming he was sorry 
and didn’t mean to hurt anyone. 
He also confessed to drinking a 
fifth of gin an hour earlier. 

Dawson said he sent for the 
rescue squad to take Jackson 
to the hospital and watched the 
nurse withdraw blood which he 
sent to the forensic lab for test-
ing. 

Defense counsel Tom Hen-
dell objected to the testimony 
of a forensic scientist on his cli-
ent’s blood alcohol level, saying 
he never saw an advance copy 
of the report as required by 
Virginia code. The judge over-
ruled his objection, saying the 
code only applied if the report 
was used in lieu of the scientist’s 
testimony. Hendell did not offer 
any defense.

Judge Taliaferro ordered a 
sentencing report and scheduled 
sentencing for July 25. Jackson 
was allowed to remain out on 
bond while awaiting his sen-
tence.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Renss Greene Donnell Devon Carter of 

Heathsville pled guilty to a 
third offense of petit larceny 
and two counts of forgery. He 
will be sentenced July 22.

Richard James Parker Jr. of 
Callao did not appear at his trial 
on unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
firearm larceny, grand larceny, 
and entering a house to commit 
assault and battery. His bond 
was forfeited and trial contin-
ued. The court ordered a mental 
examination for August 7.

The trial of Ashley Reed 
Young of Kinsale on the charge 
of falsely swearing an oath was 
set for September 23.

■
The Kilmarnock Museum, in conjunction with the Reedville 

Fishermen’s Museum, is asking for help to identify Northern 
Neck  watermen lost at sea while working in the menhaden 
industry, so that a memorial monument may be constructed in 
their honor.

Anyone who has lost a relative or friend or knows of any 
names that should be included is urged to call Ashburn at 296-
0930, or Sandra Smyre at 761-1668.

Correction: The rest of the story
Unfortunately, the last few sentences in an article regarding 

the dedication of a a new monument honoring the the 6th Marine 
Officers’ Basic Class of 1967 were chopped off during pagina-
tion last week.

The article should hav eended like this: 
The monument was the Marine officers’ way to honor and 

ensure the legacy of a brotherhood of young men who gave their 
lives for their county. After 47 years, they remain “always faith-
ful” to each other, the Corps and country—even in death. 

Semper Fi.

NEWS BREAK

offense. The case has been 
taken under advisement and 
will be reviewed October 28.

Samuel Lewis Johnson of 
Heathsville was to be tried on 
a possession of synthetic mari-
juana charge. The prosecution 
elected not to prosecute.

The trial of Kathryn Louise 
Sherwood of Reedville on two 
counts of possession of synthetic 
marijuana and one count of dis-
tribution of synthetic cannabi-
noids was set for August 21.

Roland Fabian Murphy of 
Reedville’s trial on possession 
of synthetic marijuana and dis-
tribution of synthetic cannabi-
noids was set for August 21.

Crystal Clarke of Lottsburg’s 
trial on a charge of possession 
of synthetic marijuana was set 
for August 21.

Edward Lee Lane pled guilty 
to selling a schedule I or II sub-
stance. He was sentenced to 
five years in the penitentiary, 
four years and five months sus-
pended, and one year of super-
vised probation.

Tony Lampkin of Burgess’s 
trial on two counts of manufac-
turing a controlled substance 
was continued to August 21.

The trial of Corneilius 
Lamont “Chuck” Burrell of 
Warsaw on a charge of assault 
and battery of a family member 
was continued to June 26.

Antonio Javon Morris of 

Lancaster was to be tried on 
three counts of manufacturing 
a controlled substance. The trial 
was continued to July 22.

Devon Nattele Robinson 
of Lancaster, who had been 
charged with malicious wound-
ing, pled guilty to the amended 
charge of unlawful wounding 
and was sentenced to three 
years in the penitentiary, two 
years and ten months sus-
pended, and one year super-
vised probation. He was also 
sentenced to 12 months in jail 
for brandishing a firearm, all 12 
suspended.

Michael Lee Newton Jr. of 
Lancaster was to be tried on 
charges of disregarding a police 
officer, reckless driving, resist-
ing arrest, and reckless driv-
ing that endangers life, limb or 
property. The trial was contin-
ued to August 8.

William Brent Hall of Lan-
caster pled guilty to felony 
disregard of police signals and 
was sentenced to two years in 
prison, two years suspended, 
one year of supervised proba-
tion, and ordered to pay a $250 
fine.

Stanley Willard Prescott Jr. 
of Farnham pled guilty to shop-
lifting. He was sentenced to 
five years in the penitentiary, 
four years and four months sus-
pended, and one year of super-
vised probation.
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Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
announced charges against nine 
people during the past week.
Felonies

Lauren A. Mashaal, 21, of 
Trappers Lane was charged May 
19 on a Northumberland County 
warrant with trespass, breaking 
and entering, and grand larceny.

Eric L. George, 32, of Delta-
ville was charged May 21 with 
grand larceny (theft of a shot-
gun, two boat wheels and three 
water pumps).

Alex M. Cameron, 23, of the 
5400 block of Jesse Dupont 
Highway was charged May 22 
with grand larceny (theft of 
a homemade trailer valued at 
$800).

Russell L. Dodon Jr., 40, of 
Callao was charged May 23 with 
communicating a written death 
threat to another.

 Kyle J. McDermott, 22, of 
Ice House Drive was charged 
May 24 with felony destruction 
of property and trespass, and a 
19-year-old Vermont man was 
arrested for trespass, both in a 
May 19 incident involving dam-
ages to logging equipment in the 
Lively area ($4,250 loss reported 
below). 
Misdemeanors

A Wharton Lane man, 25, 
was charged May 24 with drunk 
driving, second offense within 
5-10 years with a BAC of .20% 
or greater, and reckless driving. 

A Sun Fish Drive man, 74, 
was charged May 24 with assault 
and battery.

A Clover Lane man, 25, was 
charged May 27 with domestic 
assault and battery. 
Activity report

May 19: Staff received a 
walk-in report of a motor vehi-
cle crash on the Norris Bridge 
(damages limited to driver’s 
side mirror); responded with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a domestic 
disturbance on School Street; 
received a walk-in complaint 
of an assault with a box cutter 
(incident due to road rage); 
and responded with KPD to a 
domestic assault on E. Church 
Street (complainant declined to 
prosecute).

May 20: Staff attempted 
to locate a reckless driver last 
reported in the Lancaster/Lively 
area; attempted to locate a reck-
less driver last reported in the 
area of Beanes Road; attempted 
to locate a female reportedly 
involved in a domestic distur-
bance at the community library 
and last seen in a described vehi-
cle headed towards Irvington 
Road; and responded with KPD 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash on 
N. Main Street.

May 21: Staff received a 
report of the destruction of log-
ging equipment in the Lively 
area (skidder tire, safety glass 
panel, 5 gallons hydraulic oil, 
radio; $4,250 loss); attempted 
to locate a reckless driver last 
reported in the area of Mary 
Ball and Devils Bottom roads; 
received a larceny report from 
the Chesapeake Bank (unauthor-
ized use of a debit card; $588 
loss); responded to a runaway 
juvenile complaint on Gemini 
Road (juvenile was located 
within 15 minutes of the initial 
report and was returned home); 
received notice from the Tappa-
hannock hospital of a gunshot 
victim being treated, but the 
victim was unsure of where he 
was when shot; and responded 
to a mental health emergency 
on Sullavans Road (subject was 
later transported to Salem for 
emergency mental health ser-
vices).

May 22: Staff received a 
larceny report from a Technol-
ogy Drive business (fraudu-
lent charge by unauthorized 
person; $2,500 loss); responded 
to a destruction of property 
complaint on Pintail Lane; 
responded to Thomas Land-
ing Road on a report of a fatal 
self-inflicted gunshot incident; 
received numerous reports of 
severe weather in the Morattico 
and Ottoman areas; Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) notified of numerous 
downed trees blocking the roads 
in the Ottoman area; received a 
destruction of property report 
from an Irvington Road resident 
(entry door; $250 loss); received 
a shots fired complaint from the 
9200 block of Courthouse Road 
(complaint believed he/she was 
shot at intentionally; respon-
sible party reported shooting at 
a coyote); and received a walk-
in report of death threats from 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER—Sheriff’s deputies, state 
police and Emergency Medical Services 
responded at about 6:20 p.m. Thursday, May 
22, to a shooting in the 100 block of Thomas 
Landing Road after a distraught woman 
reported that her son shot himself in the head, 
reported Capt. M.R. Shirilla of the Lancaster 
sheriff’s office.

Deputies ensured the scene was safe before 
rescue personnel could attend to the victim, 
said Capt. Shirilla. A lay speaker from a local 
church was contacted and responded to assist 
the mother and other family members.  

The name and age of the victim is not being 
released pending the notification of all family 
members, he said.

The preliminary findings are that this was an 

intentional act, said Capt. Shirilla. The body was 
taken to the state medical examiner’s office in 
Richmond for a post-mortem examination, with 
the final report expected in about six weeks. 

According to the dispatch log, the cellular E911 
call was first received by the Middlesex sheriff’s 
office, which promptly determined that the inci-
dent happened in Lancaster and rerouted the call.

“Cellular calls for emergencies are routed to 
the cell tower that has the strongest signal, then 
to that Public Safety Answering Point,” said 
Capt. Shirilla. “Unless you know how the system 
works, it does seem strange that a cell call from 
the Lively area would be received first in Middle-
sex. That’s why it’s important to be able to tell 
the dispatcher the street name and general area 
where you are actually calling from.”

Authorities respond to apparent suicide

a Northumberland County resi-
dent (felony warrant and emer-
gency protective order issued by 
the magistrate).

May 23: The Lancaster 
Middle School Resource Officer 
(SRO) investigated a teacher’s 
report of three students believed 
to be in possession of alcohol 
(SRO recovered alcoholic bev-
erage; petitions to follow for 
underage possession of alco-
hol). Staff received a larceny 
report from a Camp Drive prop-
erty owner (three surfboards 
and storage bags; $1,360 loss); 
responded with EMS to a medi-
cal emergency on Fitzhugh 
Street; responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a two-
vehicle traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Goodluck roads; responded 
with the White Stone Police 
Department (WSPD) to a single-
vehicle traffic crash on Rappah-
annock Drive; received a walk-
in complaint involving child 
custody/visitation; responded 
with KPD to a possible vehicle 
tampering complaint on Radio 
Road; responded to the Norris 
Bridge for a hit-and-run traffic 
crash complaint (minor dam-
ages reported); and responded to 
a reported domestic disturbance 
in the 2500 block of Lara Road 
(juvenile behavioral complaint 
involved; juvenile intake officer 
was notified).

May 24: Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Benson 
Road; responded with KPD to 
a fight call in the 100 block of 
Irvington Road; responded to an 
E911 disconnect call on Black 
Stump Road (children playing 
with the phone); at a parent’s 
request, checked on the well-
being of juvenile in the custody 
of the other parent (no emer-
gency services needed); received 
a cellular E911 call, extremely 
poor connection, with informa-
tion about a traffic crash in Nor-
thumberland County (dispatch 
was unable to determine the 
caller’s location nor the location 
of the reported traffic crash).

May 25: Staff responded to 
a fight call in the 6800 block of 
Windmill Point Road (Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
required for one assault victim); 
responded to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash on Beach Road; 
responded to a disorderly con-
duct complaint in the 8400 block 
of Courthouse Road (mental 
health emergency involved); 
received a larceny report from a 
Crawfords Corner Road resident 
($100 cash loss); responded to 
a noise violation complaint on 
Paynes Creek Road; responded 
to a trespass complaint on 
Rocky Neck Road; received a 
complaint of a reckless driver 
last reported in the area of Mary 
Ball and Regina roads (no offi-
cer in position to attempt to 
intercept); responded to a traffic 
complaint in the area of Forest 
Lane (unlicensed juvenile oper-
ating unlicensed motorcycle; 
see Lancaster County Ordinance 
Sec. 42-1. Certain private roads 
designated as highways for law 
enforcement purposes. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of Code 
of Virginia, § 46.2-1307 private 
roads within residential develop-
ments containing 100 or more 
lots are designated as highways 
for law enforcement purposes); 
responded to a suspicious person 
complaint at Corrotoman Bap-
tist Church (driver resting in 
the parking lot); responded to 
a noise violation complaint in 
the area of Cherry Point Drive; 
responded to a shots fired com-
plaint in the area of Hale Drive; 
responded to a vandalism com-
plaint in the 1000 block of Johns 
Neck Road (damages believed to 
have been caused by an animal).

May 26: Staff responded 
to a disturbance call on Gas-

kins Road; received a destruc-
tion of property report from 
a Greenwood Court resident 
(vehicle bumper; $50 dam-
ages); responded to a noise 
violation complaint, possible 
fireworks involved, on Old 
Orchard Drive (see Lancaster 
County Ordinance Sec. 30-29. 
Permits for display of fireworks; 
sales for use thereunder; https://
library.municode.com/index.
aspx?clientId=12484; a no fee 
fireworks permit may be down-
loaded at http://www.lancast-
ersheriff.net/files/Custom%20
Forms/FireworksPermit.pdf); 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance (adult siblings) on Wilson 
Lane; responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Weems Road; 
and responded to a trespass 
complaint on Pintail Lane.

May 27: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency 
services needed); responded 
to the 5300 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a disturbance 
call involving a vehicle repos-
session; received a complaint 
from a Beach Road resident of 
an attempted fraud (telephone 
caller told the complaint he/
she had a $3,000 debt and to 
provide his/her bank account 
number for help in clearing 
up the problem; no account 
information was released); 
and responded to a suspicious 
persons/vehicle complaint at 
Windmill Point.

The sheriff’s staff also made 
28 traffic stops during the week, 
issued nine summonses, assisted 
six motorists, provided traffic 
control twice, responded to 10 
building alarms, processed five 
mental health orders, provided 
nine prisoner transports and 
fielded six calls for animal con-
trol services.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
possible fire on Pinckardsville 
Road, a commercial kitchen 
fire in the 10400 block of Jesse 
DuPont Highway, a traffic crash 
at Mary Ball and Good Luck 
roads and a structure fire on 
Jones Drive.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a Med-evac landing zone on 
Whispering Pines Road, and 
assisted with road clearings in 
Morattico and Ottoman follow-
ing severe storms.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
traffic crash on Rappahannock 
Drive and a structure fire on 
Jones Drive.

The Virginia Department 
of Forestry reported a con-
trolled burn in progress May 
27 on Mary Ball Road between 
Alfonso and Field Trial roads.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Donte Lamar Brooks, 21, 
of Hague was charged May 
17 with a probation violation 
issued from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court. Brooks 
was arrested by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Michael Dewayne Dan-
dridge, 34, of Lancaster was 
charged May 22 on a direct 
indictment from the Northum-
berland County multi-juris-
dictional grand jury with the 
following charges: two counts 
of armed robbery, two counts 
of abduction, breaking and 
entering to commit robbery, 
malicious wounding, use of a 
firearm in the commission of 
a robbery and possession of a 
firearm by a felon.

Lauren Ashley Mashaal, 21, 

of Lancaster was charged May 
19 with breaking and entering, 
grand larceny and trespass-
ing. These were Northumber-
land County warrants and were 
served by the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Russell Lee Dodson, 40, of 
Callao was charged May 23 
with violation of a suspended 
sentence. This show cause was 
issued from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court.

Lauren Ashley Mashaal, 21, 
of Lancaster was charged May 
23 with failing to appear in the 
Northumberland county juvenile 
and domestic relations court.

Amanda Saunders Fletcher, 
38, of Heathsville was charged 
May 25 on a capias to show 
cause issued from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court.

Jonathan A. Johnson, 27, of 
Heathsville was charged May 
24 on a capias to show cause 
issued from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court.
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock woman, 23, 
was charged May 19 with assault 
and battery.

A Reedville man, 32, was 
charged May 20 with assault and 
battery.

A Heathsville man, 52, was 
charged May 23 with assault and 
battery and violating a protective 
order.

A Warsaw woman, 34, was 
charged May 26 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court. 
She was arrested by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s Office.

■ Volunteer wanted  
 The Reedville Fishermen’s 

Museum is seeking a volunteer 
with a passion for vintage Ches-
apeake sailing vessels to chair 
its Claud W. Somers operations 
committee. The Somers is a 
historic 42.6-foot skipjack that 
is on the National and Virginia 
Historic Registers.

The chairman would apply 
his/her skills to keep the Somers 
in top viewing and sailing con-
dition and help in organizing 
an existing crew, recruiting 
new members, overseeing res-
toration and maintenance and 
assisting with developing plans 
for the future. Call the museum 
at 453-6529.
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CALLING ALL VETERANS!!!
Meet Captain Jim Rudisll, (US Army, Ret.)

Recent combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan

Come listen to his remarkable stories about these wars

May 30, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon

Trinity Episcopal Church Pavillion
848 Mary Ball Road (Rte. 3)

Lancaster, VA

Sponsored by:
Region 5 Virginia Wounded Warrior Program

Virginia Department of Veterans Services
and

Trinity Episcopal Church & St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal Church

Follow Rt. 3 to Rt. 200 in White Stone
Call 804-435-6660

Open Monday thru Friday 7:30-5:30 
& Drop off Saturday 7:30-10:00

A world of service 
for your car & you.

Auto/Marine machine 
shop on premises

Walker’s Floor Service
761 Kamps Mill Rd.

Lancaster, VA

Call Vickie

(804) 436-0008

Serving strawberries
Folks stock up on fresh strawberries (left ) at last Saturday’s Strawberry Festival at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Heathsville. The annual event drew thousands to 
the event offering 153 vendors, food, music and fresh strawberries for sale. Evie Cox 
(right) serves up a heaping helping of strawberry shortcake. The festival dates back to 
1881. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will meet at 7 
p.m. tonight, May 29, at the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Representatives of the Vir-
ginia Department of Trans-
portation will conduct a public 
hearing on a six-year plan for 
local secondary road improve-
ments, utilizing a budget of 
some $37,000.

Supervisors will conduct a 
public hearing on the acquisi-
tion by purchase or condem-
nation of real estate for the 
Greentown/Gaskins Road 
Wastewater Treatment System.

Supervisors also will con-
duct a hearing on an ordinance 
amendment to include Nor-
thumberland on the Emergency 
Ambulance Service Revenue 
Recovery Board.

LANCASTER—For the 
next month, The Court 
Appointed Special Advo-
cate Program (CASA) will 
sell raffle tickets for food 
and entertainment offered 
by Northern Neck establish-
ments, according to CASA 
director Betty Wirth.

A grand prize winner will 
be drawn for each of two 
prize packages at 1 p.m. June 
27 at Kilmarnock Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock. Both packages offer 
restaurant gift certificates, 
store certificates and theater 
tickets.

Tickets are $25 for either 
package, or $40 for a chance 
on both. Wirth said chances 
of winning are excellent since 
only 250 tickets will be sold.

For tickets, contact CASA 
board members,  “Buz” Cox, 
Ken Baker, Wes Charlton, 
Sandy Spears, Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett, Davis Roberts, 
Richie Burgess, Todd Davis 
or previous board officer 
Marilyn Creager, or call the 
CASA office at 462-0881.

Participating restaurants 
are Willaby’s, Sandpiper, 
Lee’s Restaurant, The Local, 

IRVINGTON—The Sons 
of the American Revolution, 
Richard Henry Lee chapter 
recently met at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

SAR chapter president 
Richard Fickling conducted 
the induction of new member 
Stephen Proctor, reported Bob 
Denton.

The principal speaker was 
chapter member Mike Lyman, 
a retired army officer, histo-
rian and author. The presen-
tation described the British 
activities in and around Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster 
counties in 1814, the last year 
of the War of 1812.  The Brit-
ish navy conducted numerous 
raids by sending barges ashore 
to pillage for provisions and 

items of value including slaves 
and livestock. On occasion 
skirmishes with local militia 
resulted in casualties on both 
sides. Such raids occurred 
from the spring of 1814 until 
late fall in areas along the 
Potomac and Rappahannock 
rivers as well as the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Documentation exists 
describing plundering and 
skirmishes in the Great Wic-
omico, Carter’s Creek, the 
Coan River, and Cockrell 
Creek. In the fall of the year, 
as the British fleet exited the 
bay to sail on New Orleans, 24 
ships anchored off of Dymer 
Creek and plundered the area 
for provisions to support the 
trip south.

News district governor From
left are Lions Pam and Ed Kidwell. Lion Pam Kidwell is 
the newly elected district governor of Lions District 24D. 

CASA raffle tickets on sale through June 27
Horn Harbor, Northern Neck 
Burger Co., The Oaks, The 
Inn at Montross, K.C.’s Crabs 
& Cues, The Daily, Nino’s 
Pizza and Trick Dog. Store 
certificates are from Wal-
greens and The River Market. 
Theater tickets are from the 
Westmoreland Players, the 
Lancaster Players, and a spe-
cial CASA production in the 
fall.

Northern Neck CASA has 
served over 350 children in 
its 10 years of advocating for 
the best interests of children 
involved in juvenile court 
proceedings due to abuse 
and neglect, custody issues, 
a child’s need of services or 

supervision, or truancy, said 
Wirth.

As with other organiza-
tions working to benefit chil-
dren in this economy, CASA 
has seen its state funding 
decrease dramatically in 
recent years while the case-
loads have increased, she said. 

“We look to county gov-
ernment, local foundations, 
churches, individual donors and 
fundraisers such as this raffle to 
fill the void,” said Wirth.

The Agenda
Local Government News

From left, Mike Lyman receives a token of appreciation 
from Richard Fickling

Speaker revisits War of 1812

HEATHSVILLE—The Citi-
zens Climate Lobby (CCL)  will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 3, 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville. 

Discussion will focus on 
“The Economic, Fiscal, Demo-
graphic, and Climate Impact 
of a National Fee-and-Divi-
dend Carbon Tax” report to be 
released in June, reported pub-
licity chairman Jay Walker.

The agenda also will cover 
plans for the National Confer-
ence in Washington,  D.C., later 
in June where over 600 CCL 
members will visit the offices of 
all the members of Congress. 

Climate lobby 
group to meet

KILMARNOCK—Rappah-
annock General Hospital and 
the American Cancer Society 
have teamed up to host the 
“Look Good…Feel Better” 
program for females currently 
in active treatment for cancer.

The next session will be 
held at 4:30 p.m. June 19 in 
the RGH Cancer Center at 
the hospital, 101 Harris Road, 
Kilmarnock, reported market-

ing and public relations coor-
dinator Joanna Marchetti.

The session will include 
a free kit with makeup and 
skincare products valued at 
$250, said Marchetti. Jennifer 
Bishop of Merle Norman in 
Kilmarnock, a trained volun-
teer facilitator, will host the 
session.

Pre-registration is required. 
Call 435-8593 to sign up.

RGH Cancer Center to
host make-over program

■ Ship reunion
The USS America Carrier Veterans Association recently 

announced its ninth bi-annual reunion September 9 through 13 at 
the Virginia Beach Convention Center and Resort Hotel in Virginia 
Beach. Visit ussamerica.org, or call Walt Waite, 610-585-2155.

NEWS BREAK
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WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Mari lyn ext.  11

               RESTAURANT 

ON HISTORIC 
MAIN STREET

REEDVILLE, VIRGINIA
804-453-6789

OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
Summer Hours Begin 

Friday, May 23rd

Overlooking Cockrell’s Creek

™

Tuesday - Friday   5 pm to 9 pm
Saturday              Noon to 9 pm
Sunday      Noon to 8 pm

incorporatedR E E D V I L L E  M A R I N A
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$0.39 per OZ
(present this coupon and enjoy

10% off your purchase)

Kilmarnock Square Shopping Center
20 Old Fairgrounds Way
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 (804) 436-8889

Follow us on Facebook at YoliciousVa

Now Serving
Smoothies & More!

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA 22578

Serving Lunch & Dinner
This week’s special - Soft Crabs

Happy Hour 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. daily
Closed Wednesday

Bentley’s Bar 
& Grille

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Watching
Your pennies 
is “ruff!”

Let us
Help you “collar” 
those high utility bills.

RICHARD F. HAYNIE, INC.

$57 FOR a SYSTEM 

SERVICE CONTRACT

 SERVICE CALL

Richard F. Haynie, INC.
804-580-6821

1938 Walnut Point Rd.
Heathsville, VA

ADVERTISE
 

Rockin’ at the carnival grounds
Ron Moody and the Centaurs perform at the Kilmarnock carnival grounds May 24. The sunset concert included 
music, dancing, food and drinks. The band played favorite retro rock, beach tunes and soul music, Proceeds from 

coordinator Tom Jones. Photos by Renss Green

Linda and Ron Herring dance to the music. View a 
related slide show at RRecord.com.

Ron Moody sings onstage. 
Moody said this is the 
50th year since the band’s 
conception in high school.

RICHMOND—Law enforcement offi-
cers across Virginia and the nation are 
looking for seat belt violators as part of 
the national Click It or Ticket enforce-
ment mobilization. Seat belts prevent 
ejection, which is one of the leading 
causes of death and serious injury during 
a crash. Without a seat belt, a person’s 
body becomes a missile inside the vehi-
cle, endangering everyone else in the car. 

“Don’t risk death or hurting others in 
your vehicle,” said Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Commis-
sioner Richard D. Holcomb, the Gover-
nor’s Highway Safety Representative. 
“If you’re driving, the second action you 
need to take after fastening your own seat 
belt is to insist all your passengers are 
wearing their belts too.”

Day and night, local law enforcement 
officers are on the lookout for those not 
wearing their seat belts.

Last year in Virginia, 54% of all traf-
fic fatalities, or 310 deaths, were unre-
strained drivers and passengers, and most 
of the unrestrained fatalities (144 or 46%) 
occurred between the hours of 6 p.m. and 
3 a.m.

In 2012 nationwide, 61% of passenger 
vehicle occupants killed at night, 6 p.m. 
to 5:59 a.m., were not wearing their seat 
belts. DMV’s Virginia Highway Safety 
Office urges all Virginians to buckle up 
on every trip, every time, no matter what 
time of day.

Also last year in Virginia, 118 (38%) of 
the unrestrained traffic deaths were people 
ages 21 to 35, and 73% were males. In 
addition, drivers and passengers in pickup 
trucks had the lowest seat belt use rates, 
along with passengers in work vans.

 “These numbers tell us young males, 
many of them pickup drivers, are not 
buckling up and are dying on our road-

ways,” said Holcomb. “Those who drive 
and ride in pickup trucks may think that 
their large vehicle will protect them more 
than other vehicles in a crash. This false 
sense of security may cause them to not 
wear their seat belts, but the stats show 
that this bravado is misplaced.”

Seat belts hold drivers and passengers 
in place, helping the driver to maintain 
control during a collision. The shoul-
der belt keeps the driver from pitching 
forward into the steering wheel, dash-
board and windshield, and keeps passen-
gers from being ejected and from flying 
around the vehicle injuring others.

“We want to do everything we can to 
reach those who don’t buckle up so we 
can save their lives,” said Holcomb. “If 
you are close to someone who doesn’t 
wear a seat belt on every trip, please 
remind them they have so much to lose, 
including you.”

Virginians urged to buckle up every trip

R I C H M O N D — E i g h t 
people lost their lives in eight 
traffic crashes across the Com-
monwealth, according to pre-
liminary reports for the 2014 
Memorial Day weekend.

During the 2013 Memorial 
Day weekend, nine people died 
in traffic crashes statewide. In 
2012, 11 individuals lost their 
lives over the four-day holiday 
reporting period.

In an effort to reduce traf-
fic crashes, injuries and deaths 
over the Memorial Day week-
end, the Virginia State Police 
stepped up patrols as part of the 
annual Operation Combined 
Accident Reduction Effort 
(C.A.R.E.), which began at 
12:01 a.m. May 23 and ended 
at midnight May 26. 

The eight fatal traffic crashes 
occurred during the statistical 
counting period in the counties 
of Brunswick, Charles City, 

Cumberland, Giles, Hanover, 
Northumberland, Scott and 
Spotsylvania. Of the eight indi-
viduals killed, seven were not 
safely buckled up. 

Operation C.A.R.E. is a 
state-sponsored, national 
program that encourages 
law enforcement agencies to 
increase visibility and traffic 
enforcement efforts on major 
travel holidays. The stepped-
up law enforcement operation 
was part of the new, nation-
wide Drive to Save Lives 
campaign to reduce traffic 
fatalities by 15% in 2014 and 
to also increase officer safety 
for those on patrol. To achieve 
a 15% reduction, there must 
be 111 fewer traffic deaths on 
Virginia’s highways this year. 

During the 2014 Memo-
rial Day weekend, Virginia 
State Police troopers stopped 
13,829 speeders and another 

3,136 reckless drivers. In 
addition, troopers charged 142 
drivers for DUI. Troopers also 
cited 1,241 safety belt viola-
tions and 340 child safety seat 
violations. State police inves-
tigated a total of 463 traffic 
crashes.

“The summer travel season 
is now officially upon us,” said 
Virginia State Police Super-
intendent Col. W. Steven Fla-
herty. “Our figures indicate 
there were 10 fewer traffic 
crashes this Memorial Day 
Weekend compared to 2013, 
which is encouraging consid-
ering the forecasts for record 
travel volume over the holiday. 

“However, more than 140 
individuals still chose to drive 
impaired, several thousand 
chose to speed, and more 
than 1,200 failed to buckle 
up,” cpontinued Col. Fla-
herty. “Attitudes and behav-

Auto crashes claim over holiday weekend
iors must change if Virginia is 
going to reach its goal of 111 
fewer traffic deaths by the end 
of 2014. Every motorist must 
drive to save lives by comply-
ing with speed limits, buck-
ling up, avoiding distractions, 
and never driving drunk or 
drugged.”

NEBRASKA CITY, NEB.—
The Arbor Day Foundation 
has a book that helps people 
identify trees in a simple, step-
by-step process. What Tree 
Is That? is available for a $5 
donation.

What Tree Is That? is a fun, 
easy-to-use tree identifica-
tion guide that features hand-
drawn botanical illustrations 
highlighting the distinctive 
characteristics of many tree 
species.

“Our What Tree Is That? 
pocket guide is an ideal 

resource for developing a 
greater appreciation for trees,” 
said John Rosenow, founder 
and chief executive of the Arbor 
Day Foundation. “The Arbor 
Day Foundation strives to help 
people enjoy and appreciate 
trees, and we feel our pocket 
field guide will do just that.”

The Arbor Day Founda-
tion offers this book to help 
people identify trees in Vir-
ginia and throughout the 
Eastern and Central regions 
of the U.S. It offers a step-
by-step approach for iden-

tifying the species of each 
tree, explaining what to look 
for in the shape of the leaves, 
differences in the leaf stems 
and twig structures, and spe-
cific characteristics of fruits, 
flowers, buds and bark.

The book also is available as 
an online interactive version 
at arborday.org, or send name, 
address and $5 for each guide 
to What Tree Is That?, Arbor 
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor 
Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 
68410. The book also may be 
ordered at the website.

Tree book offered for $5 foundation donation
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In the summer of 1984, I was visiting my 
friend John Bellingham at his home over-

looking the Irish Sea outside of Dublin. John 
is one who always thinks on a grand scale; 
indeed, over 800 people attended his wedding 
five years later. On that visit he suggested we 
fly to London to have lunch with his friend 
Rupert Loewenstein. The next day we took 
the short flight to Heathrow, followed by a taxi 
into the center of The City. 

We arrived at Rupert’s office, and after a 
brief exchange, we walked to Wilton’s, one 
of London’s culinary gems. I had known of 
Rupert for quite some time, that he was a 
Bavarian prince living in England, and a great 
lover of classical music, a gifted linguist 
fluent in several languages, and most notably 
in the public domain, the financial advisor to 
The Rolling Stones.

When we arrived at Wilton’s, the headwaiter 
pulled the table out, and placed the napkin on 
Rupert’s lap, addressing him as “Your High-
ness.” After the splendid meal we sat chat-
ting and John and Rupert ordered coffee. My 
request for tea nearly caused an international 
incident, but when they explained that I was 
American, and I WOULD be having tea, the 
waiters bowed, and brought me a pot, having 
remarked that no one drank tea before 4:00 
p.m. 

Rupert’s mother, a recognized sculptress, 
had died several weeks earlier, and he was in 
the process of arranging her three funerals. 

He too was one who thought on a scale far 
beyond most people, but more importantly, 
from that first meeting I came to appreciate 
him for his abundant generosity. Nothing was 
too much effort or expense in being a good 
host. Many years thereafter when my former 
neighbor, Don Miller, and I were in London, 
Rupert and his wife, Josephine, invited us to a 
truly memorable dinner at their historic 18th-
century home in Richmond, overlooking the 
River Thames. I told her that I had tried to 
copy her shade of yellow in my living room; 
she replied that she wished I had asked her for 
a swatch of the paint.

After that first lunch at Wilton’s, and almost 

to the real tea time, we returned to Rupert’s 
office, whereupon he gave me a magnificent 
cut crystal decanter to take to Rome as a pres-
ent for my mentor. He said he was most grate-
ful not to have to worry about mailing it. That 
time with Rupert nearly three decades ago 
was the first of many meetings between us. 

He came to this country each year, stay-
ing at his home in Los Angeles. On one of 
those trips we were both at meetings at the 
Georgetown University Conference Center in 
Washington. He disliked the setting, and com-
plained that his room faced the cancer ward. 
He took me to lunch at the Metropolitan Club, 
and in his typical fashion warmly greeted the 
high brow and powerful of the capital elite 
who dined there regularly.

Twice I was his guest on his private plane 
from Lourdes in the South of France to 
London. He pre-ordered an exquisite lun-
cheon, which was hand-delivered to the plane 
as we were boarding. We talked all the way, 
but upon arriving and entering his limousine 
for the trip into The City, he began reviewing 
the feet of paperwork that had amassed during 
the week he was gone. His firm, Rupert Loew-
enstein, Ltd., was perhaps the foremost finan-
cial house in London.

He was interested to learn of my getting 
married, and on one occasion as my good 
wife was two months from delivering the 
first B.E., we met him at The Fairfax Hotel in 
Washington, and took him to Chestertown to 

visit her father and stepmother, who prepared 
a wonderful lunch that we ate overlooking 
the Chester River. Rupert wanted to know all 
the history we could give about the Eastern 
Shore. He was in Washington with The Roll-
ing Stones, and graciously asked us to their 
concert. We politely declined, fearful that 
the noise and excitement might induce early 
labor.

On that visit I told him that I hoped The 
Stones’ famous hit song, “I Can’t Get No 
Satisfaction,” had not been inspired by their 
dealings with him. He laughed prodigiously, 
and told me they had written the song before 
he joined them in 1968. I also liked to remind 
him that he had been born on the anniversary 
of the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, a 
fact he jokingly said he had come to accept.

A few years ago, Rupert, sometimes 
referred to in the press as “Rupie the Groupie” 
due to his association with The Stones, devel-
oped Parkinson’s disease, and last week he 
died at the age of 80. He left a memoir, Prince 
Among Stones, that recounts his remarkable 
life and career. In it he explained that he never 
came to like their music, always remaining a 
pure classicist in all ventures of his life. 

For his brilliance, generosity and abiding 
kindness, he was a genuine prince of a man, 
one who earned and lived his title every day.

Prince Rupert zu Loewenstein Wertheim 
Freudenberg, August 24, 1933 – May 20, 
2014. R.I.P. 

I had known of Rupert for 
quite some time, that he was 
a Bavarian prince living in 
England, and a great lover 
of classical music, a gifted 
linguist fluent in several 
languages, and most nota-
bly in the public domain, 
the financial advisor to The 
Rolling Stones.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Sharing a meal at the feeder: A lesson for us all?

Photo by John Howard

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
RRecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

150 years ago this month:
May 1864: Battles of the 
Wilderness and Spotsylvania 
Court House

The Union’s spring offensive against 
Virginia began with the Battle of the Wil-
derness, west of Fredericksburg on May 
6. Grant planned to attack Lee from three 
directions.

Burnside’s forces, under Meade, would 
cross the Rapidan to the east of Lee, pre-
venting his forces from reaching their strong 
earthworks there. Burnside would then turn 
west and engage Lee in battle in the open 
territory to the west.

A second Union force under Butler would 
advance up the James toward Richmond and 
either capture Richmond or wait and join up 
with Meade for a joint attack on the city. 

A third Union army under Sigel would 
advance down the Valley and attack Lee’s 
left flank and disrupt his supply lines.

Things did not occur as Grant had 
planned; Confederate forces firing from 
behind trees in the Wilderness set the wil-
derness on fire and inflicted serious damage 
on the Union Forces. The heavy fighting 
that took place on May 5 and May 6 resulted 
in the death of 18,000 Union soldiers, but 
Grant ignored the losses and ordered Meade 
southeast to Spotsylvania Court House.

On the morning of May 7, Grant moved 
his army to the southeast where he might 
take advantage of the full weight of his 
larger forces. Lee relocated his defenses 
in response as battles continued at Todd’s 
Tavern, Laurel Ridge and onto decisive 
engagements from May 9-18 at the Bloody 
Angle/Mule Shoe Salient. 

At around 4 a.m. on May 18, Union forces 
under Hancock made a major attack, again 
at the Bloody Angle. As his troops advanced 

across the open field, which by this time 
hadbeen littered with obstructions, they were 
held in place by these and by Confederate 
fire. As Union troops worked to free them-
selves they were blistered by Confederate 
cannon fire that inflicted great damage and 
caused them to retreat. Confederate infan-
try cheered as the Union charge was totally 
destroyed by Confederate cannon fire. Grant 
gave up the attack and relocated his troops 
to the east to head south toward the Virginia 
Peninsula. 

Scavenging the battlefield after the with-
drawal of Union troops, Confederate sol-
diers collected an estimated 120,000 pounds 
of spent lead minnie balls in the area of the 
Bloody Angle.

More than 14,000 Union soldiers were 
killed there from May 8 through May 18, but 
Grant kept moving southward toward Cold 
Harbor, northeast of Richmond. The Union 
was disheartened by its losses, but Grant’s 
war of attrition was succeeding as he kept 
receiving reinforcements, while Lee’s forces 
were being depleted beyond repair. 

Meanwhile, Grant’s cavalry under Sheri-
dan had been on the attack toward Rich-
mond. 

Confederate cavalry head General J. E. 
B. Stuart was shot through the stomach and 
liver on May 12 in a battle at Yellow Tavern, 
between Ashland and Richmond, and died 
a painful death later that day in Richmond. 
Although suffering excruciating pain from 
his injury, Stuart refused the brandy that 
might have brought him some relief, remain-
ing true in his death to his promise to his 
mother that he would never drink alcohol.

This article is provided by the Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee and Mary Ball Washington Museum 
& Library, with assistance from Ed Trexler, 
author of Civil War Northern Neck.

Civil War Sesquicentennial

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter writer dis-
plays concern about human-
ity’s role in global warming 
by claiming, more than once 
that… “climate change is 
happening.”

The term climate change 
covers much more than 
global warming and cooling, 
but even most alarmist scien-
tists acknowledge that there 
is no evidence other weather 
events (hurricanes, tornados, 
floods, droughts, sea level 
rise/fall, earthquakes, vol-
canos) are caused by carbon 
dioxide increase. Keep in 
mind that co2 represents only 
4/100 of one percent of the 
atmosphere, by volume, and 
human activity is responsible 
so far, in aggregate, for about 
3% of that amount  (.03 X 
.0004).

 The earth has been around 
for about four billion years 
and climate change has been 
“happening” for at least the 
past several hundred mil-
lion years. But the term has 
now been morphed into an 
entirely different mean-
ing. This new definition 
basically ignores the entire 
history of our planet. What 
happened to those 13 ice 
ages in just the past 1.3 mil-
lion years? 

Blaming any significant 
portion of current climate 
change on human activity 
is clearly an extraordinary 
claim and therefore must be 
justif ied by extraordinary 
evidence. Where is it? 

 The writer goes on to state, 
evidently as new evidence, 
that there is a recent study, 
a “projection,” which indi-
cates a big thaw in Antarc-
tic ice. That is not evidence.  
Readers should understand 
that the term “projection,” 
as opposed to “prediction,” 
implies no guarantees nor 
even the ability to assign an 
error band to the estimate.  

What’s more, that “projec-
tion” is currently in conflict 
with the actual data. Antarc-
tic sea ice extent is not only 
growing; it is breaking new 
records every day since sat-
ellite coverage began. 

 Denis Ables,
 Mollusk

Scrutinizing
terminology

Since moving to the North-
ern Neck, I’ve looked forward 
to the Grace Church Yard 
Sale every May. Each year it 
is bigger and better. The pro-
ceeds come back to our own 
community, so we all benefit 
even if we don’t shop.

Most of the year, volunteers 
are meeting and planning and 
collecting donated items. 

Annual yard sale 

Then comes many long hours 
transporting, organizing and 
pricing. Finally everything 
is unpacked and displayed, 
ready for the multitude that 
come to shop for the great 
bargains, see friends and 
enjoy good food.

This year we were blessed 
to have young people and 
some parents from the Boys 
and Girls Club to help carry 
our purchases to the car. 
Three cheerful volunteers 
who helped me were Trevor, 
Sammy and Kamaih.

They all told me about how 
much they loved going to the 
Boys and Girls Club. There, 
they play games, use comput-
ers, make new friends, work 
with mentors who volunteer 
time there and do their home-
work. They were excited to 
be helping because they were 
“giving back” to the commu-
nity that gives to them.

I’ve already marked my 
calendar for the first Saturday 
of May 2015.

Peggy Allen, 
Weems

I had the privilege to attend 
as an observer a symposium 
May 13 sponsored by The 
Wetlands Project, an orga-
nization trying to bring wet-
lands conservation in the 
Northern Neck to the atten-
tion of all of us, and to pro-
vide an overall focus to all 
of the organizations that are 
working hard to achieve this.

The website, thewetland-
sproject.org, has information 
about the event and a com-
plete list of those who partic-
ipated. The list of attendees 
represents a cross section of 
state, local and community 
groups working to preserve 
the long-term viability of the 
Northern Neck.

Some of the concerns that 
were discussed included loss 
of wetlands (50% of pre-
colonial total and more each 
year), erosion, rising water, 
impact of major storms, 
collapse of water table and 
need for plant life steward-
ship. Education of property 
and business owners on the 
valuable contributions that 
wetlands make to our water 
quality, and funding, emerged 
as the two key challenges to 
focus attention on this impor-
tant issue in our community.

The day was a great suc-
cess and was hailed by the 
attendees as a real opportu-
nity to get support from all 
parts of the public. If you 
are interested or concerned 
about the long-term viability 
of our home on the Northern 
Neck, you need to support 
this effort.

Gerald “Jerry” Cann,
Wicomico Church

Saving the
wetlands

Cancer is never over.
It’s been well over a year 

since I was diagnosed, 11 
months since I began treat-
ments, eight months since they 
ended and five months since 
testing showed I am cancer free.

But it ain’t over. 
The fat lady hasn’t sung a 

note. If she did, I didn’t hear it 
for the constant ringing in my 
ears, a side effect of cisplatin.

I thought by now, things 
would be back to normal, or at 
least my pre-cancer self, minus 
the more than 120 pounds I 
shed during treatment and 
recovery.

A skinny man couldn’t have 
gone through what I did. I had 
the excess weight to lose.

I’m still trying to get rid of 
that last 10 pounds to reach my 
goal. But as the sense of taste 
returned, cravings followed.

The “Don’t feed the Bob 
diet” is back in effect.

There are still a few foods I 
find challenging to swallow, but 
most everything is manageable 
with peppers and onions.

At least once a month a find 
myself in one doctor’s office or 
another following up the treat-
ment with x-rays, scopes, scans, 
examinations and consultations.

Only once, soon after diagno-
sis and prior to treatment did I 
ask God “Why me?”

He answered immediately: 
“Because you can handle it.”

A year ago, I wrote in this 
very column: “With your 
prayers, me, Jesus and my 
medical team are gonna whip 
cancer.”

And we did. I’m still recuper-
ating from the treatments.

I’m convinced God heard our 
prayers.

Blessed, you bet I am.
Miracle, you bet it is.
Just as I am reminded of the 

cancer every day, I thank God 
every day for delivering me 
through the challenges.

I know he has a reason for 
doing so, and I’m still trying 
to ascertain God’s plan for my 
future.

Meanwhile, I’m pursuing a 
healthier lifestyle, trying to fit 
more exercise into my days and 
more sleep into my nights.

I recently had the opportunity 
to share some of my cancer 
treatment and recuperation 
experiences and pointers with 
others at a group session.

I found that very rewarding, 
it was the first time I really gave 
much thought to it all. Maybe 
they will find some of the infor-
mation helpful. 

Although every case is dif-
ferent, God is there for every-
body.

Maybe I’ve found a new 
normal.

I feel good. Life is good.
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 Do you remember?
This week Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn asks, Do you remember 
when gas was 55.9 cents per gallon and this intersection in White Stone had a 
service station on three corners? “Do you remember?” is a community service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

Our military, in particu-
lar returning vets, are under 
attack. The list of patently 
offensive remarks and publi-
cations denouncing our veter-
ans are legion, but most egre-
giously those of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, 
aka Obama’s SS.

The Veteran’s Administra-
tion “Wait List” to delay/
prevent veteran care is not an 
oversight, not an omission, it is 
deliberate in its wicked intent 
to kill off those who pose the 
greatest threat to prevent the 
overthrow of America from 
within.

In concert with the attacks 
on the character of our mili-
tary is the propaganda warfare 
within the military against 
constitutionalist, patriots and 
Christian conservatives.

The 2012 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
unconstitutionally authorized 
the arrest, detention, or ‘rendi-
tion’ (torture) of American citi-
zens anywhere, any place, any 
time without due process.

Will the militarized domes-
tic agencies, which are now 
legion, be implemented to 
round up demonized patri-
ots while our military ‘stands 
down’ because they have been 
propagandized to view us as 
the enemy? 

Veterans are
under attack

In the May 22 issue of the 
Record, a familiar letter writer 
warned us of the imminent 
disaster awaiting us from “cli-
mate change.”

Central to the writer’s latest 
letter was his strong praise 
for a certain scientific report 
because it does “not make 
normative judgments but only 
states hypotheses, facts and 
conclusions.” Whereupon the 
writer proceeded to base his 
entire argument on norms, or 
what ought to be.

Thus, the writer reached 
three conclusions: First, the 
climate ought not to change 
because “it is bad for the Ant-
arctic food web.” Second, the 
referenced scientific report 
needs to be publicized. And 
third, climate change should 
serve as a “call to action.” Each 
of these conclusions is norma-
tive—”ought,” “needs,” “call 
to action.”

When a cow is slaughtered 
for my dinner table, it’s a bad 
thing for the cow, but a good 
thing for me. To slaughter 
or not is a normative matter. 
Likewise, whether any change 
to the Antarctic food web is a 
good or bad thing is a norma-
tive matter.

The writer also ignored this 
most important normative 
claim of all, namely, that only 
government should determine 
whether climate change is 
human-caused, whether cli-
mate change is a good or bad 
thing, and what economic 
changes should be made to 
attempt to limit the effects of 
climate change—”only gov-
ernment”?? “Should”?? Oops! 
So much for normative-free 
analysis.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Normative
conclusions

We are distressed by the fed-
eral government’s overreach 
and disregard for the Constitu-
tion. But what is the solution?

Amending the Constitution 
is fraught with pitfalls. And, 
if Congress won’t abide by the 
Constitution we have now, why 
think they would respect an 
altered one?

But we have the solution—
the 10th Amendment—state 
nullification. Based on enforc-
ing the Constitution, it dic-
tates that the federal govern-
ment may exercise only those 

Let’s use the 
10th amendment

Recent letters attacking Del. 
Margaret Ransone are slander-
ous and uncalled for.  

Del. Ransone probably holds 
different political beliefs than 
the letter writer, but to say that 
my Delegate sends “mislead-
ing letters to constituents” and 
“repeats……untruths” is an 
outrage.

I know Margaret and I also 
have been following Medic-
aid Expansion for some time. 
Margaret doesn’t “mislead” 
and Medicaid Expansion 
is an abomination. You can 
“rename” Medicaid Expan-
sion and call it Marketplace 
Virginia, but as our sitting 
president once said, “You can 
put lipstick on a pig….it’s still 
a pig.”

Also, the term compromise 
is being used a lot…..Repub-
licans are always unwilling to 
compromise…in other words, 
“they won’t do it our way.”  
Gov. McAuliff continues to 
follow Washington, D.C., 
tactics and hold the Virginia 
budget hostage…..because we 
won’t do it his way.

Last year, on a bipartisan 
vote, the House and Senate 
decided to move the conten-
tious decision of Medicaid 
Expansion out of the budget so 
it would not put other vital state 
functions at risk. At that point 
the Medicaid Innovation and 
Reform Committee (MIRC) 
was formed to enact reforms 
that will make Medicaid work 
more like a private healthcare 
plan….helping cut costs and 
not expand, but it seems like 
MIRC has been abandoned? 
What happened?  

I don’t know about you, 
but I think fixing Medicaid in 

The issue
is Medicaid
Expansion

Today I got an email wishing me “Happy Memorial Day.” 
This seems like a macabre greeting for a day when we remember 
our war dead and their sacrifices for our freedoms. How about: 
“Thank you to those who have paid for our freedom.”

Years ago, in the BC comic strip, Thor chiseled the follow-
ing into a plaque and floated it off. “Today is Memorial Day, 
when we honor our war dead. Normally it is on May 30th, but we 
celebrate it on Monday so we can have a three-day holiday.”  It 
came floating back with the reply: “You people are sicker than I 
thought!”

A more fitting testament was Lt. Col. John McCrae’s 1915 
poem, In Flanders Fields:

“In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Beneath the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep,
though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.”
And Moina Michael’s poignant response, “We Shall Keep The 

Faith,” where she promised to wear a red poppy each year in 
remembrance:

“Oh! You who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honor of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

Appropriate tributes

Virginia is the answer….not 
adding another government 
program or relying on prom-
ised federal monies. I’ve heard 
the promises before. Obam-
acare is a disaster for the coun-
try and all the trickle-down 
programs associated with it 
will be disasters too.

Del. Ransone stands strong 
on this issue.

Dee Meredith,
Callao

In the NDAA 2013, The 
Smith-Mundt Act of 1948 and 
Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act in 1987 that banned 
domestic propaganda, was 
unconstitutionally ‘legalized.’ 
The conspiracy of disinforma-
tion against American citizens 
is a declaration of war.

On Memorial Day, I cor-
nered the keynote speaker, an 
extremely distinguished active 
military officer. I asked him 
if he was concerned about 
the demonization of the mili-
tary. Without hesitation, his 
wife nodding vigorously over 
his shoulder, he proclaimed 
he was deeply concerned and 
offended. He declared that one 
could only imagine where all 
of this was leading.

As a “conspiracy theo-
rist,” those who question 
known liars, I wonder if this is 
designed to cause the majority 
of freedom loving, God-fear-
ing Americans, those of us who 
should be natural allies, to be 
suspicious of each other?

Is this propaganda meant to 
create a circular firing squad?

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

powers that were delegated to 
it. The 10th Amendment states: 
“The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Con-
stitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to 
the people.” Thus, nullification 
recognizes each state’s ability 
to invalidate unconstitutional 
federal measures.    

The sovereign states formed 
the union, and as creators of the 
contract, they have the ultimate 
authority to enforce the consti-
tutional limits of the power of 
the federal government. It is 
based on upholding the Consti-
tution; it can be implemented 
by individual states, without 
having to first get other states 
on board.

Some say that the Suprem-
acy Clause dictates that fed-
eral laws trump state laws, but 
it does not say that all laws 
passed by the federal govern-
ment are the supreme law of 
the land—only laws “made in 
pursuance of ” (in accordance 
with) the Constitution. In pur-
suance thereof, not in violation 
thereof.

None of the provisions of 
ObamaCare, for example, are 
permissible under the enumer-
ated powers in the Constitution. 
If states would utilize the 10th 
Amendment, in a matter of a 
few weeks, they could make 
null and void ObamaCare, gun 
controls, government snooping 
into our personal lives and the 
rest.

The state legislature would 
have to pass such a bill and the 
governor would have to sign it.

Let’s use the 10th Amend-
ment.

Sue Long,
North

Recently there was a letter 
regarding GMOs.  I concur with 
the writer’s belief that the edu-
cated consumer will be able to 
know what to buy if they know 
what the product contains.

Since I didn’t read the 
American Farm Bureau (AFB) 
article he references, I can only 
respond with the information 
I’ve read from other sources. 
I must be one of the “public 
frenzy” people.

The trouble with labeling is 
just a minor problem. As he 
says, there is a growing body of 
evidence regarding the health 
problems with GMOs. 

What the AFB probably 
didn’t mention is that the grow-
ing evidence is not only in the 
U.S. but it has reached other 
countries also. In fact, some 
countries have banned GMOs 
coming into their country due 
to various problems they have 
had with them.  In addition, it 
seems that the countries that 
need healthy food the most 
(including the U.S.) have been 
very disappointed with the 
results of the crops.

I feel that you should have 
access to the extensive infor-
mation that I have been read-
ing for over a year. Therefore, 
a web site that has all, and 
probably more of the informa-
tion on this subject that you 
would probably want to know, 
is gmos.naturalnews.com. If 
you would like to know about 
organic food, which is the 
opposite of GMOs, you might 
try cornucopia.org.

The article closes with “…
FDA labeling is certainly 
a start.”  Yes, but that is not 
enough.

So good food and good 
health to you.

Mary Thompson,
Kilmarnock

Good food 
requires informed 
consumers

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Living in an area rich in 
history, too often we take for 
granted the sacred places that 
surround us in Virginia. From 
the banks of the Rappahan-
nock River to Williamsburg 
and Yorktown in the First Con-
gressional District, to places 
like Arlington National Cem-
etery, Virginians live, work 
and play among a backdrop 
of historic sites in our nation’s 
history. 

Too often, we are busy 
going about our daily lives 
and do not take the time to 
adequately remember the sac-
rifices made for our freedoms 
as we pass by these sacred 
sites and hallowed ground. As 
the years have passed, the fight 
for our freedom has continued. 
Brave men and women honor-
ably answer the call of duty: 
to serve their country without 
question and without reserva-
tion, often giving the ultimate 
sacrifice.

On the last Monday in May, 
we pause in honor of those 
who have given their lives for 
the United States of America, 
whether here on our own soil 
or in Europe, Afghanistan, 
Iraq or across the globe. We 
pause to remember those who 
have lost their lives on the field 
of battle and in service to the 
U.S. It is our duty and our call 
to honor their sacrifice. 

The official observance now 
known as “Memorial Day” 
began a few years after the 
Civil War ended, when Maj. 
Gen. John A. Logan declared 
that Decoration Day be 
observed on May 30, “for the 
purpose of strewing with flow-
ers or otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who died 
in defense of their country 
during the late rebellion, and 

whose bodies now lie in almost 
every city, village, and hamlet 
churchyard in the land.”

By the end of the 19th cen-
tury, Memorial Day ceremo-
nies were being held on May 
30 throughout the nation, and, 
in 1971, Memorial Day was 
declared a national holiday by 
an act of Congress and placed 
on the last Monday in May. 

In December 2000, legisla-
tion was passed to encourage 
and coordinate commemo-
rations on Memorial Day 
across the U.S., including the 
National Moment of Remem-
brance, encouraging all Amer-
icans to pause wherever they 
are at 3 p.m. local time for a 
moment of silence to remem-
ber and honor those who have 
died in service to the nation.

I have had the distinct 
privilege of meeting families, 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines who know the price 
of sacrifice; they have lost a 
son, a daughter, a brother, a 
sister, a husband, a wife, or 
fellow comrades in battle. For 
individuals and families who 
know this loss, the feelings of 
disbelief, pain, and sadness are 
all too familiar. We can never 
repay this sacrifice, but we owe 
it to them to honor their loved 
one with a hero’s remembrance 
and to live each day to the full-
est with humblest respect for 
their service to our nation. 

They are our cause, our 
foundation, our inspiration, 
and our hope in a nation that 
will continue to prosper and 
endure. As I travel around 
America’s First District on 
Memorial Day from Essex to 
Montross to Fredericksburg, 
I will honor, remember and 
thank those who have served 
this nation and their families.

When I first made the deci-
sion to run for governor, I did so 
for a simple reason: I believed 
the knowledge and experience I 
have accrued from a lifetime in 
business could help me create 
jobs, grow and diversify our 
economy, and lead Virginia for-
ward.

Throughout the years, I 
learned many lessons that will 
guide my decision-making as 
governor. I learned to recognize 
a good deal when I see one. And 
I learned, perhaps most impor-
tantly, that the best decisions 
are made when people come 

Help close the healthcare coverage gap
by The Honorable Terence R. “Terry” McAuliffe, Governor of Virginia

together around what’s best for 
everyone.

That is why I am dedicated to 
closing the healthcare coverage 
gap to enable 400,000 unin-
sured Virginians access to qual-
ity healthcare. These 400,000 
Virginians do not qualify for 
Medicaid under Virginia’s 
existing program, but can’t 
afford health insurance through 
the federal health exchange. So 
often they are left to pay out-of-
pocket for medical expenses, 
wait too long to seek care for 
chronic or treatable diseases, or 
have to choose between putting 
food on the table or making a 
visit to the doctor. 

These 400,000 Virginians 
are our friends and neigh-
bors—70% are members of 
working families—and we owe 
it to them to come together to 
close the coverage gap. Here in 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties, hundreds of Virgin-
ians would be newly eligible 
for healthcare, according to an 
analysis done by The Common-
wealth Institute.  

Not only is this morally the 
right thing to do, it’s economi-
cally the right thing to do. Clos-
ing the coverage gap is 100% 
paid for by the federal govern-
ment for the first three years of 
the program, and after that, the 
federal government will pay no 
less than 90% of the costs. 

Due to the Affordable Care 
Act, Virginians are paying bil-
lions of dollars to Washing-
ton. We have the opportunity 
to bring this money back—$2 
billion per year—to expand 
healthcare coverage to the 
uninsured, but instead, Repub-
lican members of the House 
of Delegates want to turn that 
money away. 

If we bring this money back, 
we can create as many as 
30,000 jobs, and we will reduce 
the cost of health care and save 
our state budget $1 billion over 
the next eight years.

There is a proposal on the 
table right now in the Senate 
of Virginia to close the cov-
erage gap—a proposal with 
bipartisan support, offered by 
a Republican Senator. It will 
expand access to healthcare for 
hundreds of thousands of Vir-
ginians in a responsible, mar-
ket-based way, and will protect 
Virginia in case the federal gov-
ernment ever decides to renege 
on its commitment to pay its 
share. 

However, Republican mem-
bers of the Virginia House of 
Delegates refuse to even come 
to the table to discuss the pro-
posal. They have offered no 
ideas on how to address the 
400,000 uninsured Virginians 
who could be receiving health 
insurance today, many of whom 
are their own constituents. 

There is room for discus-
sion about the best way to get 
this important task done. But in 
order to find common ground, 
all parties involved need to 
come to the table to compro-
mise. The stakes are too high to 
wait any longer to get this done. 

I urge all of you to contact 
your Delegate and let him or 
her know how important this is 
for your community, for your 
families and for the economy. 
Write a letter, send an email, 
or call the local district office. 
You have the power to move 
Virginia forward and convince 
leaders in Richmond to find a 
solution to closing the health-
care coverage gap. 
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The board of directors of the 
Steamboat Era Museum in 

Irvington recently announced 
plans to restore the pilothouse 
of the steamboat Potomac and 
bring the artifact into the main 
exhibit hall as its center attrac-
tion. The announcement was 
made at the annual meeting on 
May 16.  

According to president 
Eric Nost, the target date for 
completion of this project is 
the summer of 2017. 

The pilothouse is the only 
known surviving intact section 
of a Chesapeake Bay steam-
boat that provided passenger 
service to and from Baltimore 
for residents in the Chesa-
peake Bay region of Maryland 
and Virginia.  

The Potomac was built in 
1894 in Philadelphia for the 
Maryland & Virginia Steam-
boat Company. It was 176 
feet in length and included 37 
staterooms and a crew of 36. The Potomac served 42 years in freight and passenger service, initially between Baltimore and the 
Potomac River. Later, under different ownership, it also served between Baltimore and Norfolk, including ports along the Rappah-
annock River. The Potomac was forced into retirement after it collided with a freighter during dense fog in 1936.  

Two years later, the Potomac was sold to the Colona Shipyard in Berkley, where it was disassembled and made into a barge for 
hauling pulp wood to the West Point paper mill.  During its conversion into a barge, Capt. Ben Colona preserved the pilothouse 
and the adjoining officer’s quarters and had them shipped to White Stone Beach for use as his personal summer cottage which he 
maintained for several decades. It then changed ownership several times and by the 1970s had fallen into poor condition and disre-
pair.  

In 1990, the pilothouse was given to the Mariner’s Museum in Newport News with the intent of restoration.
However, it was later given to the Town of Colonial Beach where it also remained unrestored. With its formation in 2000, the 

Steamboat Era Museum acquired the pilothouse and brought it to Irvington where it was on display next to the museum for several 
years. 

Today, the pilothouse sits covered in shrink-wrap at the White Stone boatyard of Capt. Meredith Robbins.
The restoration project is a major financial undertaking for the museum which expects to unveil plans for a fundraising cam-

paign in the near future, reported executive director Barbara Brecher.
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Kilmarnock
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Paula Owens
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Kilmarnock
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False Solomon’s Seal
False Solomon’s Seal (Mai-

anthemum racemosum) is a 
spring–flowering plant found 
in wooded areas throughout the 
Northern Neck. It is easily spot-
ted because of its unusual, 2- to 
3-foot tall, arching stems that 
are flanked with deeply veined 
leaves and terminate in small 
clusters of off-white flowers. 

The fragrant blooms provide 
nectar for bees. After the flow-
ers fade, and unless they are 
eaten by wildlife, the green 
berries that form are gradually 
changed to an attractive red as 
the growing season progresses. 

This plant grows best in 
moist soils which have shade 
or partial shade. In the garden 
it can be massed in a wooded, 
shady bed or other natural 
area. Once established, it is 
fairly drought tolerant and 
will spread by means of under-
ground roots. 

False Solomon’s seal is diffi-
cult to grow from seed but can 
be readily divided in the fall 
after the berries have ripened. 

 Visit Go Native—Grow 
Native at nnnps.org to learn 
more about the many benefits 
of planting Northern Neck 
natives.

Museum to restore Potomac’s pilothouse

The Steamboat Era Museum plans to restore the pilothouse of the Potomac (above) 
as its main exhibit.

False Solomon’s seal 
in bloom. 

Go Native,
Grow Native

Submitted by Gary Chafin
of the Northern Neck

Chapter of the Virginia
Native Plant Society
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