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Lancaster school board names
Steven Parker superintendent
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster
school board on Monday voted 4-0
to hire Steven Parker as the new
superintendent.
Parker will take his place as head
of Lancaster public schools on July
1. He replaces Dr. Daniel Lukich
who was released on January 6 and
current acting superintendent Sandy
Spears.
Parker is the principal at Cedar
Lee Middle School in Bealeton and
is the 2013 recipient of Virginia
Association’s Secondary School
Principal of the year. A graduate
of the U.S. Military Academy, he
began his teaching career in special
education and was an assistant high
school principal before serving as
principal at the middle school for
nine years.
Parker was one of 15 applicants
for superintendent. With the assis-

Steven Parker

tance of the Virginia School Board
Association, board members narrowed the ﬁeld and interviewed the

top six candidates. Two ﬁnalists
were presented to the community in
a public forum on May 1. Feedback
from the forum was reviewed by the
board.
“We’re all thrilled and looking forward to working with Mr. Parker,”
said school board chairman Dr.
Robert Westbrook. “He will be good
with this school system. He’s got a
great background, but it was also his
enthusiasm, caring, personality and
drive. He’s going to be gung-ho.”
Details of the contract were not
released because it is currently under
review by school board attorney D.
Patrick Lacy and Parker’s attorney,
according to Westbrook.
District 3 member Don McCann
made the motion to hire Parker. The
vote was 4-0. District 4 member Patrick McCranie could not attend the
meeting, but other board members
indicated he supported Parker as
well.

County supervisors continue
to tweak proposed budgets
by Audrey Thomasson

Community wishes for a cure
Meghan Bowis and daughter, Headley, make a wish as they tie
an orange ribbon to the wish stick at last Saturday’s Walk MS:
Kilmarnock fundraising and awareness event. Sponsored by the
Central & Eastern Virginia Chapter of the National MS Society,
the walk started and ended at Grace Episcopal Church. Some 100
walkers participated. The wish stick was new to the annual walk,
said development manager Clare Lorio. Walkers were asked to tie
a ribbon and make a wish, any wish—most wished for a cure. More
photos from the event may be found at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa
Hinton-Valdrighi

LANCASTER—While the board of
supervisors continues to pressure the
school board to ﬁnd efﬁciencies in the
proposed 2014-15 ﬁscal year school
budget, other county departments were
singled out last week for well-managed
budgets.
The county is currently working with
a draft budget totaling $27,845,860,
excluding a capital improvement program. The ﬁscal year 2014 budget totals
$27,775,659, including a CIP of some
$586,900.
During a budget work session the
county administration praised departments and constitutional ofﬁcers including Commissioner of the Revenue, Trea-

surer, electoral board/registrar, planning
and land use, building inspection and
animal control for consistently holding
costs within budgeted guidelines.
“They consistently make do within
their budgets,” said Jack Larson, retired
assistant administrator and the county’s
budget consultant. Larson speciﬁcally
praised Jamie Abbott of animal control
for making many of the shelter repairs
himself.
While supervisors are vocal about
what they consider inefﬁciencies in
the school system, other county services will be overspending this year. In
April, Emergency Management Services made a request for over $90,000 in
supplemental funding, mostly to cover
increases in salaries. Supervisors have

not acted on the request.
However, the budget report also
revealed the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department, including the jail but
excluding the school resource ofﬁcer
category, continues to overspend its
budget. While ﬁnal numbers are not in
for the ﬁscal year ending June 30, 2014,
ﬁgures for 2013 show the sheriff’s ofﬁce
and jail overspent by approximately
$277,000 (11%). According to Larson,
overspending has been a problem each
year in the sheriff’s department.
Salaries accounted for $73,500 of the
overage in 2013.
As proposed for ﬁscal year 2015,
salaries at the sheriff’s ofﬁce would
increase $117,000 while decreasing
about $11,000 at the jail.

Cadet Alyssa Ford appears in ‘Field of Lost Shoes’
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

O

n her way to becoming a nuclear
missile ofﬁcer in the U.S. Air
Force, Alyssa Ford decided to dabble
in the ﬁlm-making industry for a few
months.
Ford spent last summer as a liaison
of sorts for a ﬁlm crew and actors
shooting “Field of Lost Shoes” at several locations across Virginia.
Ford will graduate this week from
Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in
Lexington, where most of the movie
was shot. She works with the school’s
communications and marketing
department and when she was asked
to give a tour of VMI to the actors,
teach them about the college and
help them prepare for their roles, she
jumped at the chance. So Ford spent
the summer rubbing shoulders with
Nolan Gould of “Modern Family”
fame and Josh Zuckerman, who
appeared on “Desperate
Housewives.” She got
to hand water to David
Arquette and meet Hollywood A-lister Tom Skerritt.
And when the ﬁlm makers needed
an extra Southern belle for a few
scenes, Ford donned her long dress
and petticoat for the part.
“It was an unforgettable experience,” said Ford, a Lancaster High
School graduate and the daughter of

From left, Alyssa Ford greets
actors Josh Zuckerman and
Nolan Gould at the premiere of
“Field of Lost Shoes.”

Traci and Rich Ford of Weems. “I
don’t think I’ll ever get an opportunity
like that again. It’s one of those great
opportunities that VMI throws your
way. This is an incredible school. I
love it.”

Richmond’s Carpenter Theatre with
a parade of some 250 VMI cadets
marching in full uniform along Grace
Street. Ford was personally invited
to the premiere by Kennedy and
took her mom, dad and ﬁance, Ryan
McDaniel, to the showing.
“It was so great to spend the
summer with the actors and then get
to see them again,” said Ford.
A biology major, Ford will head
to Vandenberg Air Force Base in
California in September for training to become a nuclear missile
ofﬁcer.
“I got to be the face of VMI” for
the actors, said the petite blond.
The movie was shot on location
at VMI, the James River Plantation, the Capital and Executive
Mansion in Richmond and at a Virginia state penitentiary. Shooting
took place last spring and summer
from May through July 4.
As an extra, Ford danced
for four hours during a
shooting at the James River
Plantation.
“You can really only see
my face one time,” she said. “But
that’s okay. It was still fun.”
The movie, she said, tells the tale
of a “pretty impressive story” and follows the life of seven cadets leading
up to and during the battle. The movie
gets its name because the thick mud

Everybody has a story
“Field of Lost Shoes,” written by
Thomas Farrell II and produced by
David Kennedy, is the story of the
1864 Civil War Battle of New Market,
where 10 VMI cadets lost their lives.
The movie premiered April 13 at
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Alyssa Ford (foreground) is an extra in “Field of Lost Shoes.”

at the battle pulled off some of the
cadets’ shoes.
“All the cadet actors were amazing people,” said Ford. “Well, all the
actors were really nice.”
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The movie will be shown in another
screening this month at the GI Film
Festival in Washington, D.C., but
its release date for larger audiences
hasn’t been set.
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IRVINGTON—The results of last week’s
town elections left council in a state of confusion at last week’s monthly meeting.
The confusion resulted when Mike Merrill,
who was appointed to town council to ﬁll the
seat of resigning council member Ed Sulick,
decided not to run for the remaining two years
of Sulick’s term, but ran instead for a full fouryear term and won.
Fran Westbrook won the special election for
the remaining two years on Sulick’s term. Merrill’s appointment will end when she takes the
oath of ofﬁce this month, giving Westbrook a
seat alongside her husband, Dr. Robert Westbrook, until his term ends August 31.
“This is the ﬁrst time we’ve had a husband
and wife serve on council together,” said
member Gene Edmonds.
Robert Westbrook, who won a seat on the
school board in the November 2013 election,
chose not to run again for town council. Merrill
takes over his seat in September.
The May 8 council meeting was the ﬁnal
meeting for Merrill in his appointment until he
takes the oath of ofﬁce for the full-term seat in
September. However, since Merrill is council’s

liaison to the planning commission which is in
the midst of updating the town’s comprehensive plan, council voted to retain him as liaison during the three months he will not be a
member of council. The vote is pending a check
of the legality of a non-council member serving
in that capacity.
In other business, council authorized contributions of $600 to the Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department and $250 to Lancaster Community Library. They also approved Chesapeake Academy’s use of the town tennis courts
during May for practice and matches.
Merrill asked council to look into the
“unsightly” Oddfellows Hall at the corner of
Irvington Road and King Carter Drive. Mayor
Rannie Ransone authorized zoning administrator
Bob Hardesty to contact the group and ﬁnd out
their plans and timing for building improvements.
Hardesty reported Phillip Thomas left a message regarding Hardesty’s attempts to contact
him about removal of the materials on his family’s property and keeping the parcel mowed on
a regular basis.
A public hearing on next year’s proposed
$144,024 town budget is set for 7:30 p.m. June
12 in the town ofﬁce, 235 Steamboat Road,
Irvington.
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Boys & Girls Club presents
alternative school proposal
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—A plan
to provide an alternative
school in Lancaster, instead
of busing county students
to Warsaw, was proposed
Monday by the Boys and
Girls Club of the Northern
Neck.
The organization suggested a partnership with the
schools that would provide
use of its facilities at 517
North Main Street, Kilmarnock, during the school day
when the club’s buildings
are not in use.
According to Boys and
Girls Club executive director
Phillip Mumford, the organization would share use of
its computer lab, classrooms
and full gym facility for up
to 15 primary and middle
school children who have
been removed from regular
classrooms for behavioral
issues. The club’s board
proposes to provide a site
supervisor and custodian at
a cost of $20,355 and facility rental fee of $31,500 for
a total cost of $51,855 for
180 school days.
The school district would
provide an additional teacher

and professional aide for the
program.
The proposed fees could
be an obstacle for a school
district already under the
gun to cut expenses.
Currently,
Lancaster
pays $30,000 a year to a
regional alternative school
and daily buses middle and
high school students to the
Warsaw campus. However,
due to other school districts
filling up the classrooms
with suspended students,
Lancaster has been unable to
send many problem students
to the school. The shortage
of space and long bus rides
resulted in discussions by
school officials to return to
a local alternative school.
However, the schools’ technology division took over
the
alternative
school’s
former facilities.
“We know that in order to
make this idea a reality many
hurdles must be overcome,”
said Mumford. “We are willing to negotiate and ask that
you consider supporting this
plan so that together we can
work to make a difference
in the lives of those youth
in our community who are
potentially the most at risk.”
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After the meeting, school
board chairman Dr. Robert
Westbrook said the club’s
facility would be ideal for
the alternative school. He
said the school board may
be interested in the club’s
proposal
provided
they
could work out a financial
arrangement that is beneficial to both organizations.
Westbrook
noted
the
Warsaw school has not provided information on how
soon they must be notified if
Lancaster will be pulling out
of the regional facility.
Joining
the
Warsaw
regional facility was part
of budget cuts taken during
former superintendent Susan
Sciabbarrassi’s administration in 2008.

Kelli Moss

Seven write-in
votes win Moss
a seat on White
Stone council
by Renss Greene

WHITE
STONE—Kelli
Moss had the highest number
of write-in votes in last week’s
town election, making her eligible for a White Stone Town
Council seat. She said she will
“absolutely” accept the position.
There were three council
terms expiring but only two
candidates on the ballot. Moss
collected seven of the 16 writein votes cast.
“I had several people ask if
I were interested in running
for town council, and because
there were some issues that
were coming on the table hopefully this year, I decided it was
in my best interest as well as
my business’s best interest
to run and serve for my community,” Moss said. She said
the possibility of public septic
coming to White Stone spurred
her decision.
Moss is owner of the Sandpiper Restaurant, which her
mother opened in 1982. She
was president of the White
Stone Business Association in
2011 and 2012, and is on the
board of the Lancaster by the
Bay Chamber of Commerce.
“I was raised in White Stone,
and this business has been here
for 32 years, so I have a loyalty
to the town of White Stone,”
Moss said.

The Agenda
Local Government News
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the Northumberland County Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville.
Public hearing topics include amendments to Zoning Ordinance Chapter 148, Article I, Section 148-3 and to Section 148-5
to modify deﬁnitions of “boarding house,” “motel, cabin, or
motor lodge,” “bed and breakfast,” “single-unit dwelling,” “hotel/
motel,” “tourist home,” “transient” and “vacation home rental.”
There also will be a hearing on an amendment to Chapter 148,
Article XIV, Section 148-155 to list requirements to be met in
order to operate a vacation home rental.

KILMARNOCK—Three
dozen volunteers, including
Lowe’s Heroes employees,
teamed up at the Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for
Humanity (LNHFH) construction site in recognition
of National Women Build
Week, May 3-11.
In its seventh year, National
Women Build Week challenges women to devote at
least one day to help build
affordable housing in their
local communities, reported
LNHFH
president
Nan
Harvey Flynn. The week also
spotlights the homeownership
challenges faced by women.
“We are excited to participate with Lowes in this annual
event,” said Flynn. “We are
particularly grateful to Robin
DeLorge, who joined us to
provide a demonstration on
painting techniques. The
chance for women in our community to come out to help
construct affordable housing
is one way we can show that
we care about the people we
call our neighbors.”
The volunteers worked on
the home of Jennifer Redmond, a Lancaster County
resident. This is the 16th
home LNHFH has built since
it began operating in the
Northern Neck in the 1990s,
said Flynn.
“I’ve learned so much
working on this home,” said
Redmond. “There’s so much
I’ve never done before.”
Lowe’s
helped
launch
National Women Build Week
in 2008 and each year provides the support of Lowe’s
Heroes and conducts how-to
clinics at stores to teach volunteers construction skills.
Lowe’s donated $1.75 million
to this year’s National Women
Build Week, including a
$5,000 store gift card to the
Lancaster/Northumberland
Habitat for Humanity afﬁliate as part of a new ﬁve-year
partnership with Habitat to
bring Lowe’s total contributions to more than $63 million since 2003.
In celebration of this
renewed partnership, Lowe’s
and Habitat launched Hammers for Habitat, a volunteer initiative inviting men
and women across America
to give one day to help make
the dream of homeownership
a reality for a family in their
community. Visit Habitat.org/
Lowes.

LANCASTER—The planning commission will elect ofﬁcers
at tonight’s (May 15) meeting at 7 p.m. in the Lancaster County
Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.
Members also will discuss Article 10, the ordinance dealing with
the promotion and protection of the county’s historic resources.
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will meet
at 7 p.m. Monday, May 19, in Town Hall, 1 North Main Street,
Kilmarnock.
A public hearing will be held on the town’s proposed
$3,413,388 budget for ﬁscal year 2015.
Estimated general fund expenditures total $1,730,004; water,
$455,678; and sewer, $227,707 for a total, including debt service
and capital projects, of $3,413,383.
Projected revenues include a general fund total of $1,862,562;
water fund, $410,258; sewer fund, $685,500; and reserve fund
transfer, $455, 070.
As proposed, the total budget represents a 3.36% reduction
from the ﬁscal year 2014 budget.
The tax levy would remain unchanged at $.10 per $100 of
assessed real estate and $.16 per $100 of personal property.
A second reading and adoption of the proposed budget is set
for council’s June 16 meeting. A related advertisement appears
on page D5.

Nazi Era Looted Art: Journey to Resolution
Forum Monday, May 19, 1pm
Issues of looted art and restitution, particularly of art misappropriated during
the World War II era, continue to be very prevalent art topics and important
concerns for museums worldwide. This talk provides a historical overview and the subsequent response of the museum
community including the VMFA’s
experiences in resolving two art
restitution claims.
Speaker: Karen Daly, VMFA
RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804 - 436 - 9309
Organized by the VMFA Ofﬁce of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund
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SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
Smith
Point
Sea
Rescue president Capt.
Andy Kauders reported
crews responded to the following calls for assistance in
recent weeks:
March 23: At 8:35 a.m.,
the sheriff’s ofﬁce reported a
boat was aground near Smith
Point Marina. By the time
Rescue I arrived on scene, the
dredging operator working on
the jetty freed the vessel. The
mission was aborted. Time on
call, 1 ¼ hours.
April 12: At 5:55 p.m.,
Rescue I responded to a boat
aground with ﬁve aboard near
Smith Point Marina. The boat
was in less than 3 feet of water
so a line was carried by hand to
the grounded vessel. The boat
was towed to deeper water and
proceeded to the marina under

its own power. Time on call, 3
¼ hours.
April 15: At 9:50 a.m.,
Rescue III was dispatched
to locate and assist a 28-foot
sailboat that was lost on route
to North Carolina. The boat
had left Olversons Marina,
sailed almost to Tangier Island
and was located off of Piney
Point, Md. The boat was towed
back to Oversons where it had
started a day-and-a-half earlier. The boat had just been
purchased and there were no
charts, compass or navigational aids aboard. Time on
call, 2 ½ hours.
April 15: At 1:25 a.m., a
call came in from the Coast
Guard requesting assistance
in ﬁnding a 24-foot sailboat
headed to Tangier from Colonial Beach. The only contact

with the boat had been a text
message reporting rudder
problems. Rescue I began the
search from Smith Point east
toward Tangier. Trooper 7,
a Maryland police helicopter, found the boat anchored
off of Tangier. They declined
any assistance and Rescue I
returned to base. Time on call,
2 ¾ hours.
April 17: A 25-foot power
boat requested assistance to
get to Jennings Boatyard from
Blackwells Creek on the Great
Wicomico River. They were
able to get the boat running
and Rescue I followed them
to Jennings and assisted them
in docking. Time on call, 1 ½
hours.
April 29: At 1:40 p.m.,
Sea Rescue responded to a
call from residents of Mill

Creek off of the Great Wicomico River that they needed
“something” towed from
Mill Creek to Ingram Bay
Marina. The something was an
8-foot, 10-inch dead dolphin
weighing approximately 500
pounds. Rescue I towed the
dolphin to the marina where
members of the Virginia
Aquarium Stranding Response
Program from Virginia Beach
were waiting. The dolphin was
transported to Virginia Beach
to try to determine the cause
of death. Time on call, 1 ¾
hours.
May 2: At 10:30 a.m.,
Rescue I responded to a
28-foot Carolina Classic
which had run aground near
B-9 on the Great Wicomico
River. They were on the correct side of the day marker

but the sand bar had over
the years stretched past the
mark. They were towed to
deeper water. Time on call, ½
hour.
May 6: At 8:30 a.m., a
23-foot cuddy cabin reported
their engine had quit a mile
north of Smith Point. Rescue I
towed it to Smith Point Marina.
Time on call, 2 ½ hours.
May
8: Rescue III
responded to a request from
the Cople and Westmoreland
volunteer ﬁre departments

to assist in the search for a
missing kayaker. Rescue III
searched from Sandy Point to
Ragged Point. They then stood
by to keep boats away from
divers searching in Lower
Machodoc Creek. Time on
call, 5 hours.
Smith Point Sea Rescue
can be reached on channel
16 or by calling 911. Rescue
I and Rescue II are based on
the Great Wicomico River and
Rescue III is on Lodge Creek
off of the Yeocomico River.

Bentley’s Bar
& Grille
Serving Lunch & Dinner

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett this week reported
charges against ﬁve individuals.

Felonies

James H. Woodson, 53, of Mollusk
was charged May 8 with felony violation
of probation.
Brandon M. Dunaway, 22, of Dunaway Drive was charged May 9 with
felony possession of narcotics and misdemeanor possession of marijuana.

Misdemeanors

A Turner Lane man, 18, was charged
May 6 with shoplifting and obtaining
money by false pretenses.
A Western Branch Road man, 24, and
a Fredericksburg woman, 23, were each
arrested for domestic assault and battery.

Activity Report

May 5: Staff received from a Lancaster Creek Road resident a civil complaint involving the purchase of a vehicle; responded with Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) to a medical emergency
on Lovers Lane, to a ﬁreworks related
complaint on Alfonso Road, and to
Devils Bottom Road to assist Virginia
State Police (VSP) with an arrest.
May 6: Staff responded to a vandalism/trespass complaint (landlord/tenant
dispute) on West Point Road, to a trespass/boundary line complaint in the
700 block of Crawfords Corner Road,
to a disturbance call in the 200 block of
James Wharf Road (civil incident involving an estate); and attempted to intercept
a reported reckless driver in the White
Stone-Kilmarnock area. The Lancaster
Middle School resource ofﬁcer recovered an IPhone and headset reported
as stolen from a student ($362 loss and
recovery; two juveniles charged).
May 7: Staff responded to a White
Stone area convenience store for an
assault by threat complaint, to a domestic disturbance on Greenwood Court,
with Kilmarnock Police Department
(KPD) to the North Main Street area on a
report of a possible drunk in public/man
down; and, at the request of a concerned
citizen, checked on the well-being of a
Black Stump Road resident (no emergency services needed).
May 8: Staff received a civil complaint from a Capricorn Lane resident
(neighbor making false reports to landlord/animal control), a larceny report
from a Sumers Lane property owner
(household goods reportedly stolen by
prior tenant; $881 loss), a walk-in complaint for a protective order; and a report
from a Clover Lane resident who sighted
a black bear several days earlier, and
on May 8 found what he believed to a
be bear paw prints about six feet up on
his sliding glass door (The public is cautioned that this is a wild animal that will
not be trapped and moved elsewhere.
Residents are urged to secure all trash/
garbage, refrain from putting out bird/
small animal feed, and to keep small
pets indoors as much as possible. This
is believed to be the same bear that has
been reported in the upper end of the
county numerous times over the past
year.)
Staff also responded to the area of
Kelley Neck Road for a suspicious
person complaint (subject claimed
to have awakened in a ditch with no
knowledge of how he got there; it was
later determined that he jumped onto
a moving vehicle, as reported by the
driver), to a protective order violation
complaint at a White Stone area convenience store, to a domestic assault call
on Sage Hill Road, to a target shooting
complaint on Lumberlost Road (complainant advised rounds were coming
into her yard); and checked on the wellbeing of a School Street resident at the
request of a concerned family member
(no emergency services needed). The
Lancaster High School resource ofﬁcer
received an assault complaint from a
student (student suspended and protective order issued).
May 9: Staff received a walk-in
complaint of parental child abduction
in violation of a court order (the court
order could not be conﬁrmed), a walk-

Governor issues proclamation
recognizing law enforcement
V

irginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe on
May 11 issued the following proclamation in support of Virginia Police
Week and Peace Ofﬁcers Memorial Day:
Virginia Police Week And Peace
Ofﬁcers Memorial Day
WHEREAS, in 1962, President
John F. Kennedy signed the ﬁrst
proclamation recognizing May 15th
as Peace Ofﬁcers Memorial Day and
the week in which it falls as National
Police Week, “to pay tribute to the law
enforcement ofﬁcers who have made
the ultimate sacriﬁce for our country
and to voice our appreciation for all
those who currently serve on the front
lines of the battle against crime;” and
WHEREAS, the safety and wellbeing of Virginians is of the utmost
importance to the prosperity and livelihood of Virginia’s families and communities; and
WHEREAS, police ofﬁcers
throughout our Commonwealth are
dedicated to protecting and serving
Virginia’s communities – our neighborhoods, schools, and families; and

in complaint of credit card fraud, and an
illegal dumping report from a property
owner in the 10200 block of Mary Ball
Road; responded with KPD and VSP to
a missing adult incident on School Street
(the missing person was located and safe
within an hour of the report, a Silver
Alert was initiated); to a drunk in public
complaint on Goodluck Road (subject
was located and it was determined that
the individual had a medical condition
that made him appear intoxicated), to
an E911 disconnect call that reportedly
originated in the 1200 block of Irvington Road (no source of the call could
be determined), to a trespass complaint
on Twin Branch Road (estate dispute
involved), to the 10400 block of Jesse
duPont Memorial Highway on a report
of a female entering the business and
throwing an infant car seat and child at
a male employee, then leaving the building.
May 10: Staff responded to a suspicious vehicle complaint at a White
Stone area convenience store (driver
was waiting for the store to open so she
could purchase fuel); received a larceny report from Riverboat Lane (1988,
8-foot dinghy; $1,000 loss), a walk-in
complaint of a hit-and-run in the Weems
area, a complaint from a citizen of being
defrauded of $3,000 in a common fraud
scheme involving a family member who
was arrested and needed money for bail
and court costs, and a report of juveniles
throwing rocks and breaking the window
of a moving vehicle on Ocran Road
(windshield and body work damaged;
$700 loss); intercepted a suspect vehicle
with the possible boat that was reported
as stolen earlier (the make, model and
color of the boat matched but the hull
number and other identifying marks
showed it was not stolen); and checked
on the well-being of three separate Keep
Safe program participants after prearranged telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services needed in
all cases).
May 11: Staff checked on the wellbeing of a Belmont Drive resident at the
request of an out-of-town family member
(no emergency services needed);
responded to a domestic disturbance in
the 500 block of Western Branch Road
(arrests reported above), and to a curse
and abusive language complaint at a
group home in the Lively area.
May 12: Staff responded to a noise
violation complaint on James Lane.
Sheriff ’s staff also conducted 18
trafﬁc stops, issued ﬁve summonses,
assisted three motorists, reported three

WHEREAS, police ofﬁcers risk
their lives each and every day in order
to ensure public safety and enforce
the laws of the land; and
WHEREAS, Virginians value the
courage and devotion of our Commonwealth’s state and local police,
as our collective prosperity depends
on the integrity with which our law
enforcement ofﬁcers maintain peace
and security; and
WHEREAS, Police Week and
Peace Ofﬁcers Memorial Day are
opportunities to honor the ofﬁcers
who have fallen in the line of duty,
and recognize the sacriﬁces made by
the families of those ofﬁcers and the
families of those who continue to protect and serve our communities;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Terence R.
McAuliffe, do hereby recognize May
11-17, 2014, as POLICE WEEK, and
May 15, 2014, as PEACE OFFICERS
MEMORIAL DAY in our COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and I
call these observances to the attention
of all our citizens.

deer strikes, handled two requests for
trafﬁc control, investigated ﬁve building
alarms, logged four inmate transports
and ﬁelded a call for animal control service.

Fire calls

White Stone and Kilmarnock volunteer ﬁre departments responded to a
power line/brush ﬁre in the 5100 block of
Windmill Point Road. Kilmarnock VFD
also responded to a downed tree blocking the road in the 1300 block of Black
Stump Road and White Stone VFD
responded to a downed tree /power line
ﬁre on Sandpiper Lane.
Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins this week reported
charges against eight individuals.

Felonies

Aaron Paul Larochelle, 21, of Heathsville was charged May 5 with three
felony counts of conspiracy and three
felony counts of grand larceny from the
Walmart Store in Tappahannock. These
were Essex County warrants.
Jeremy Lee Blackwell, 19, of Heathsville was charged May 5 with two felony
counts of conspiracy, two felony counts
of grand larceny, one misdemeanor
count of petit larceny and one misdemeanor count of conspiracy from the
Walmart Store in Tappahannock. These
were Essex County warrants.
Richard James Parker Jr., 23, Callao
was charged May 6 on a capias/attachment of the body for violating curfew.

Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 23, was charged May 6
with possession of a controlled schedule
III drug.
A Callao man, 20, was charged May 8
with possession of marijuana.
A Kilmarnock man, 25, was charged
May 8 with assault and battery of a
family member. He was arrested by the
Warsaw Town Police.
A Heathsville man, 19, was charged
May 9 with being drunk in public, possession of alcohol under age and possession of marijuana- second offense.
A Heathsville man, 23, was charged
May 10 on a capias/attachment of
the body for failing to appear in the
Northumberland County General District Court and failing to obey a court
order.

$5,000 reward

A $5,000 reward is offered for the
arrest(s) of the person(s) involved in an
assault and larceny of several ﬁrearms on
July 21, 2013, in the Wicomico Church
area. Call the Crime-Tips line at 5808477.

This week’s special - Grilled Duck Breast
Happy Hour 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. daily
Closed Wednesday
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA 22578
^^^ILU[SL`ZNYPSSLJVT

RIDE THE RAILS West Virginia
Featuring 2 Train Excursions
3 DAYS-2 NIGHTS
SEPTEMBER 22 - 24, 2014

$499 PER PERSON (DOUBLE OCCUPANCY)

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
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CALL FOR DETAILS

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200

Kilmarnock-Lancaster Co.
Volunteer Rescue Squad

4th Annual
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 17th
10 am-2 pm
61 Harris Dr., Kilmarnock

Free Lunch
Demos
Health Screenings
Free Rafﬂes
Life Evac 3 Demo
Hands Only CPR
Bounce House
Lots of Freebies
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Woman convicted for 2013 burglaries and grand larceny
LANCASTER—Sharon K. Pelkey, 53,
of Weems on May 9 pled guilty in Lancaster County Circuit Court to the commission of nine felonies including eight counts
of breaking and entering and one count of
grand larceny.
Argument for sentencing has been set for
9 a.m. August 11, according to a statement
released by Commonwealth’s Attorney
Robert L. Cunningham.

In early 2013, a rash of break-ins occurred
in the Weems area where pain medication
and jewelry were taken. On October 7,
immediately following one of the break-ins,
law enforcement arrested Pelkey as a suspect, according to the release.
“There was signiﬁcant evidence gathered
for prosecuting this case,” said Cunningham. “The source of this evidence was trifold. Law enforcement approached Pelkey

immediately following the last break-in
and gained important statements where she
admitted to much of the activity. The victim
also produced substantial video and audio
from a home security system implicating
Pelkey. Kilmarnock merchants then played
a major role in locating and returning items
that were taken and in identifying Pelkey as
the individual who brought items to them
for sale.”

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The following cases were heard May 9 in
Lancaster County Circuit Court
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.
The case against John Christopher Robbins, charged with 13
felonies of entering a house to
commit grand larceny, was continued to 9 a.m. July 25.
Jacob Clayton Lewis’s charge
of felony sale and distribution
was reduced to a Class 1 misdemeanor. On a plea bargain, Judge
Taliaferro agreed to a sentence
of 12 months, all suspended, but
added one year supervised pro-

Court
denies
injunction
against
county
by Renss Greene
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland County Circuit Court on May 8 denied a
request for a temporary injunction against Northumberland’s
tourist home regulations.
Jay Lightfoot and Susan
Titus requested the temporary
injunction against Northumberland to prevent the county
from enforcing its tourist home
ordinances. Attorney Grey Littlewood argued the deﬁnition
of a tourist home is unconstitutionally vague and that Titus
and Lightfoot have lost income
because they are prohibited
from renting out their home.
Representing the Northumberland board of supervisors, attorney Heather Bardot
argued the plaintiffs had not
exhausted every administrative remedy before taking their
case to court.
Judge Harry Taliaferro III
ruled that the plaintiffs had not
met the “very difﬁcult” standards to winning a temporary
injunction.
Although the motion for an
injunction was denied, the civil
case will move forward.

NEWS
BREAK
■ Hazardous waste

Lancaster and Northumberland county citizens are
reminded of the May 17 hazardous and electronics waste
collections. For directions, or
waste handling instructions,
call NNSWCD at 333-3525,
ext. 102, or call Lancaster or
Northumberland
Extension
ofﬁces at 462-5780 and 5805694, respectively.
The Northumberland High
School collection site, 201
Academic Lane, Claraville,
will receive waste from 1:30 to
5 p.m. The Kilmarnock Refuse
Center collection site, 320
White Pine Drive, will be open
from 7:30 to 11 a.m.

bation. Lewis was also ordered
to pay a $200 ﬁne and court costs
and lost his driver’s license for a
year.
Derrick Saunders, charged
with felony probation violation,
has been incarcerated for the past
three months, according to attorney John Hamilton. The judge
revoked all probation time and
placed him back on supervised
probation.
Dasmine Fisher, charged with
two felony probation violations,
was granted a continuance and
assigned a court date of 9 a.m.
July 25.
Sharon Kay Pelkey pled guilty

to nine felony charges of unlawfully entering a neighbor’s home
on several occasions and stealing prescription drugs and over
$30,000 in jewelry. According
to Commonwealth’s Attorney
Robert Cunningham, the victim
set up a hidden video camera
in her home and caught Pelkey
stealing items. Pelkey then tried to
sell the items at area shops. Attorney Christopher Robison said
Pelkey denied taking all the jewelry described in the charges. The
judge found her guilty and set 9
a.m. August 11 for sentencing,
pending a pre-sentencing report.
A man (name withheld to

protect identity of the victim)
charged with felony aggravated sexual battery to a minor
under age 13 and parent violating a child under age 15, was in
court for pre-trial motions. The
judge denied assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Kenny
Kunkle’s motion to deny defense
attorney Charles J. McKerns Jr.
access to the victim’s counseling records. He also denied a
defense motion to require prosecutors to supply exact dates and
times of the offenses. A jury trial
date is set for 9 a.m. July 17. He
is held without bail in Lancaster
County jail.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Renss Greene
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland
County
Circuit Court convened
Thursday, May 8, with Judge
Harry Taliaferro III presiding.
On that date:
Shelton
Cockrell
of
Heathsville had her sentencing hearing continued
to June 26. Cockrell was
found guilty of possession
of a controlled substance in
October of last year.
Jerri Lynn Langford of

Callao was to have a hearing
on revocation of her parole,
which was continued to a
review on October 28.
Lily Mae Hill of Heathsville pled not guilty to
assault on a law enforcement
officer. That charge is under
advisement. Hill pled guilty
to misdemeanor reckless
driving and obstruction of
justice and was sentenced to
24 months in jail, 10 months
suspended.
Stephen Anthony Hudson
of Lottsburg made an Alford
plea to the charge of unau-

thorized use of a vehicle.
The case is under advisement.
William Richard Laird of
Tangier’s trial for malicious
wounding and violation of a
protective order was continued to June 10.
Cynthia Ann Jenkins of
Newport News pled guilty
to two counts of credit card
fraud and two counts of
credit card forgery. She was
sentenced to 20 years in penitentiary, all 20 suspended,
and two years of supervised
probation.

What time and where? RRecord.com

Need Extra
Spending Money??
Rivah Consignments
We Can Help! Now Accepting Your
Quality Items for Consignment!
“From Fashion to Furniture”
804-435-8999
27 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“Voted Best Burger in Virginia”
62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
804.577.4400

JEWELRY
FACTS
BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Pure gold, containing no alloying
metal, is known as “24 karat” gold . . . 24
parts of 24, all gold. If it is three-fourths gold
and one-fourth some other metal, it would be
18/24 pure gold or “18 karat” gold.
Pure gold is very soft. Alloys make gold
harder so it wears better and is less subject
to breakage or bending. Let us show you our
lovely gold jewelry.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
 )RVINGTON 2D s +ILMARNOCK s  
-ONDAY &RIDAY   s 3ATURDAY  

With over 70 years of mortgage lending
experience, Chesapeake Bank’s loan ofﬁcers
have seen kitchens in every
shade from avocado to harvest gold.

Ryan Kent
AVP & Residential Loan Ofﬁcer
Kilmarnock
804-577-0929

■1MWWMRK½WLIVQIR

The Kilmarnock Museum,
in conjunction with the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum,
is asking for help to identify
Northern Neck watermen lost
at sea while working in the
menhaden industry, so that a
memorial monument may be
constructed in their honor.
Once the list is completed,
plans are to have the monument placed in Reedville, said
Kilmarnock Museum president
Carroll Lee Ashburn.
Anyone who has lost a relative or friend or knows of any
names that should be included
is urged to call Ashburn at 2960930, or Sandra Smyre at 7611668.

/MPQEVRSGO:MVKMRME

Tom Richardson
Paula Owens
Mortgage Lending Specialist
Kilmarnock
804-435-1181
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VP & Loan Ofﬁcer
Kilmarnock
804-435-4254
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School board meets
new administrators
by Renss Greene
LOTTSBURG—Northumberland superintendent Dr.
Rebecca Gates on May 12
introduced Northumberland’s
new assistant superintendent
and middle school principal
to the school board.
Dr. Holly Wargo will be
the assistant superintendent
for the 2014-15 school year,
replacing Dale Wittler as he
retires. Dr. Wargo has nine
years experience in administration as a high school principal in Lancaster and King
George schools. She taught
English in grades six to 12
From left are school board chairman Dick Saxer, kindergarten teacher Debra Parker, for 11 years.
county supervisor Jim Long, and high school principal Dr. Travis Burns.
“We’re really going to be
focused on academic achievement, talented and gifted,
closing the achievement gap,
and also being supportive of
She is committed to doing this Teachers also have that, but teachers,” said Wargo.
by Renss Greene
Michael Ransome will
because she believes in its then they meet with 25 or 30,
L O T T S B U R G — N o r - importance and understands who each have a lot of lugthumberland
Elementary the profound effect it will gage from home. Good teachSchool kindergarten teacher have on her students’ lives.”
ers like Mrs. Parker get rid
Debra Parker on May 12 was
Parker began teaching of this luggage very early in
named Northumberland’s ﬁrst elementary school in Nor- the morning so that they can
teacher of the year.
thumberland in 1992, after teach, and that takes a special
“There are many teach- graduating with a master’s of kind of person.”
able moments in Debra’s education from Virginia Com“I love teaching, I love
classroom when she brings monwealth University.
children, and I thank God for
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
content areas, character edu“The job that teachers do, instilling in me the love of
Square
Pegs Square Dance
cation, and life together for in my opinion, is one of the children and teaching, and in
her students,” said NES assis- hardest, if not the hardest, job 37 years I know it’s a passion Club recently welcomed new
Elise
Lawlesstant principal Theresa Larsen there is,” said school board because I never thought of members
Knight,
Richard
Edmister
and
in a letter of recommenda- chairman Dick Saxer. “You doing anything else,” Parker
Edie
Clowers
who
completed
tion. “She does this day after know when you get up in the said. She congratulated Donn
day, year after year, seeking morning and you’re going Belﬁeld and Missy Packett, the 2013-14 Square Dance
help and support from par- to work, you have some lug- the teachers of the year at Nor- Class.
The graduation ceremony
ents, guardians, and her own gage that you take with you. thumberland High and Norwas
followed by an evening
family without any concern to You had a ﬁght with your hus- thumberland Middle schools,
the time and effort it will take. band or your kids or whatever. on their nominations, saying of fun with great food, square
dancing and line dancing,
she was “in good company.”
reported vice president Junell
“Mrs. Parker is a team
Haskins.
player,” said ﬁnance ofﬁcer
The club will demonstrate
Cynthia Rioland in a letter
square dancing at St Stephen’s
of recommendation. “Not
Strawberry Festival in Heathsonly does she motivate her
ville on May 24. Come witstudents, but she motivates
ness “friendship set to music.”
her peers to think outside the
The club is seeking new
box and be creative in learnstudents for classes starting in
ing. She is always willing to
September; call 313-0649.
help, and maintains a level of
professionalism at all times. I
know for a fact that Ms. Parker
comes early and stays late on
many days to plan challenging
yet exciting lesson plans for
her students.”
Parker was presented a
plaque and a corsage to wear
the next day in school.
Teachers of the year were
The Northern Neck Audubon Society recently granted selected by a panel of school
funds for the purchase of a storage shed for the Laurel and community leaders.

Parker named teacher of the year

Square dance
club welcomes
new members

Audubon spreads its wings

Grove Tract of the Rappahannock Valley Wildlife
Reserve. From left, Paul Servis of the Northern Neck
Audubon presents the key to the new storage shed to
Ann and Frank Graziano of the Rappahannock Wildlife
Refuge Friends Group. Over the years the Northern Neck
Audubon Society Foundation has granted over $600,000
to various wildlife and conservation organizations in the
Northern Neck for projects that preserve wildlife and
the environment.

WHY

A DV E R T I S E ?
you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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Dr. Holly Wargo

Michael Ransome

be the NMS principal for
the 2014-15 year when current principal Robert Bailey
retires. He was previously
assistant principal at Montross Middle School for
ﬁve years, and taught special education, U.S. history,
civics and language arts for
13 years.
“I’m deﬁnitely a studentcentered type of administrator, and from what I’m hearing and what I’m seeing, I
think I’m going to ﬁt in perfectly here,” Ransome said.
The board also unanimously adopted a resolution
recognizing the 60th anniversary of the landmark 1954
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. In this case,
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
unconstitutional state laws

establishing separate schools
for white and black students.
May 17 is the anniversary.
Dr. Gates also reported
the Virginia Department of
Transportation project to
extend the turn lane at the
intersection of Northumberland Highway and Academic
Lane has been been put on
hold due to budget considerations.
The school board unanimously passed the 2014-15
salary scale, incorporating its
proposed 3% raise for teachers.

FYI

River Market
Wine tasting Friday
White Stone 435-1725
Standard Features:
16” OC wall & rafter 12” OC floor joists
4x4 runners 5/4” floor decking
36” 15 lite door architectural shingles
gable vents white trim cement siding

Available Upgrades:
10’ potting bench peg board shelving
electrical package plumbing package
ramp custom colors more . . .

I would like to sincerely
thank all the Kilmarnock
citizens and businesses that
supported my campaign in so many ways.
I especially thank those citizens who
supported and voted for me during
this campaign. It has been an honor
to have served those of you who have
supported me.
Mayor Raymond Booth

5LYHUVLGH6SRWOLJKWRQ6HUYLFHV
5LYHUVLGH3DUWQHUVLQ:RPHQ·V+HDOWK
Hearing that you have an 80 percent chance of getting cancer based on your
genetics and family history can be scary. Period. But what do you do with that
information? A lot. “You focus on prevention,” says Janet Dehoux, a Certified
Nurse Practitioner with Riverside Partners in Women’s Health. “An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure.” At their office in the Medical Arts
Building on the Riverside Walter Reed Hospital Campus near Main Street in
Gloucester, “we’re trying to put more emphasis on screening for risk
assessment. For years the medical model has been focused on treating disease,
treating illness.
We need to prevent, from counseling someone about quitting smoking to
genetic testing.” In March, Riverside Partners in Women’s Health started offering just that – inoffice genetic testing for patients who meet very specific criteria. “If you can assess the risk early
on you can do more preventative measures,” Dehoux said. “Lots of insurance companies are
coming on board with this. People used to be afraid to get tested because their insurance would
penalize them. You can not be penalized any longer.”
This month the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services will celebrate National Women’s
Health Week and encourage women nationwide to do just what Dehoux asks of her patients –
pledge to get regular checkups and screenings, get active, eat healthy, pay attention to mental
health and engage in safe behaviors. Those pledges are more important today than ever.
It used to be that the only time women came to see their gynecologist was to have their pap
smear each year, Dehoux said. Today, women who have had other testing and are considered low
risk, may only need a pap every five years. In some cases, some women only have a mammogram
every two years. “But you should still go annually to see your GYN,” said Dehoux, who also helps
advise her patients in family planning. Dehoux looks at the whole woman and really considers
their medical care part of a patient’s primary care.
For more information on in-office genetic testing or to schedule an
appointment, please call us today at 804-693-2670.

I wish to thank the voters in the Town of
Irvington for their vote of
FRQ¿GHQFHLQHOHFWLQJPHWR7RZQ
&RXQFLO,ORRNIRUZDUGWRKHOSLQJNHHS
RXUFRPPXQLW\WKHSODFHZHZDQWLWWREH
IRURXUVHOYHVRXUYLVLWRUVDQGPRVW
LPSRUWDQWO\RXUFKLOGUHQ

THANK YOU FOR
GIVING ME THIS
OPPORTUNITY. IT
WILL BE A PRIVILEGE
AND PLEASURE TO
REPRESENT YOU.
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Focal Point

Stand up now for
American Spring

from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

It’s that time of year again.
Rockﬁsh season is here.
The Rivernecks are coming
out of hibernation.
There’s a run on ﬁshing
tackle, coolers and beer.
I’m convinced it’s by design
rather than coincidence Flying
Dog Brewery of Frederick, Md..,
released its new seasonal brew,
Dead Rise OLD BAY Summer
Ale May 2, the day after the
striper season opened across the
Potomac here in Virginia.
Flying Dog teamed up with
OLD BAY®. Launch publicity
indicates the new beer commemorates the 75th anniversary
of OLD BAY seasoning, also a
Maryland product
For years, Rivernecks have
been pairing beer with blue
crabs and OLD BAY. It was
only a matter of time until some
enterprising entrepreneur would
come up with an OLD BAYﬂavored brew.
According to the publicity,
“The brewers at Flying Dog
worked closely with the ﬂavor
experts at OLD BAY for over
six months to develop the recipe
for Dead Rise. The beer begins
with OLD BAY and citrus notes
on the nose, which develop into
citrus hop ﬂavors and end with a
crisp, tart ﬁnish. At 5.6% ABV,
it will quickly take its place
alongside tins of OLD BAY on
tables piled high with steaming
crabs this summer.
“‘We wanted to create something that highlights the bold
character of OLD BAY through
bright and refreshing citrus hop
character,’ Flying Dog Brewmaster Matt Brophy said. ‘And
something that’s easy-drinking
with a lower alcohol content is
essential for the hot and humid
summers we have here in the
mid-Atlantic.’”
We all know the origin of
the name. The publicity notes
“Dead Rise gets its name from
boats speciﬁcally designed to
navigate the unique waterways
of the Chesapeake. The term
describes the lines of the ﬁshing
vessel, which is still preferred
by today’s watermen.”
It also notes “Flying Dog and
OLD BAY will donate a portion of the proceeds from Dead
Rise to True Blue, a program
that advocates on behalf of the
Chesapeake Bay’s 5,500 watermen and promotes sustainably
harvested Maryland blue crab.
“‘OLD BAY is proud to partner with Flying Dog to offer this
distinctive ale in celebration of
our 75th. We can’t think of a
better way to honor and help preserve the history and traditions
of the Chesapeake watermen,’
Jessica Schatz, brand manager
for OLD BAY, said. ‘We’re especially excited to join together
with someone that has the same
love for this community.’”
Look for the bottle with a
label depicting a Maryland blue
crab by Gonzo artist Ralph
Steadman.
Like the crab, it’s beginning
its Virginia migration.

May 15, 2014
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Hummingbirds extend and retract their tongues hundreds of times per second,
PETTMRKXLIRIGXEVJVSQ¾S[IVW

Photo by Nadege Watson
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 13, 1904, issue of the 0ERGEWXIV',
Virginia Citizen)
Miss Laura Chilton, of this place, left on
Tuesday last for Baltimore.
2I[W-XIQW
Miss Mamie Snead, of Nuttsville, is spending
The $40,000,000 of United States money paid this week in the Monument city.
for the Panama canal passed through the hands
Miss Bessie Combs has been visiting her
of J. Pierpont Morgan.
friends, Misses Genevieve and Grace Pinckard
The Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows and the at Rehobeth, the past week.
Rebekahs Assembly of Virginia opened in
annual session at Lynchburg on Tuesday.
Westland
For six hours British troops fought natives in
Capt. Wm. G. Foxwell is in Baltimore this
the mountains of Thibet (Tibet) during a snow week. J. Carter and W. H. Mitchell were in that
storm. Several hundred Thibetans were slain. city last week.
Only four Britishers were killed.
Mrs. Mary Luckum, of Richmond county,
is visiting her daughters here. She expects to
/MPQEVRSGO
make this her future home.
Miss Lillian Cralle left Tuesday for a visit to
Miss Nannie George is visiting her sister in
Baltimore.
Baltimore, Mrs. Eunice Myers.
Malachi Thomas, of Corrotoman, is at work
Children’s Day next Sunday night at the
on the roads in and around Kilmarnock. Mr. Methodist church here.
Thomas is an experienced road worker and we
Great number of soft crabs are being caught
expect a great improvement in the highways in here now.
this section.
The large gasoline steamer, Nevada from
On Thursday of last week a young lady took Washington, N.C., harbored here a few days
up her abode at the home of Mr. and Mrs. C. J. this week while en route to Baltimore.
Kramer. On the same day a little girl was born
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dohrman, but this little of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
pearl did not long survive.
Library)

It isn’t your imagination —
America is in decline. Tyrants
obey the laws that beneﬁt them
and ignore the ones that don’t.
We watch the news and
yell “when will somebody do
something?” Well, “when” is
May 16. “Somebody” is you
and I. “Something” is Operation American Spring. This
movement travels to the Washington, D.C., Mall and remains
until the tyrants are gone.
Come for a day, a week, or the
duration.
Is this an attempted coup?
Heck no… . This is a nonviolent gathering of patriots
with pocket constitutions and
prayer exercising our right to
free assembly and demanding redress of our grievances. These grievances have
been well documented and
delivered to every member
of Congress within the past
month. Visit OAS2014.com.
Our founders pledged their
lives, fortunes and sacred
honor. Most of them lost everything to put together the structure for man governing himself
that is the model for freedom in
the world. It also provides the
means to remove the tyrants
who seek to transform us from
a constitutional republic to a
dictatorship.
Participation is a personal
decision. Look yourself in the
mirror and ask, “If not me,
then who?” “If not now, then
when?”
We must search our hearts
and clearly decide where we
stand, and for what. Operation
American Spring is an American movement. When it comes
to taking action, there are three
types of people—those that
make things happen—those
that watch things happen —
and those that say “what happened?” What kind of American are you?
6MXE).SLRWSR
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Yet another
climate report

Will many people read the
National Climate Assessment
(NCA) released earlier this
month?
Probably not. Most of those
professionally involved with
the climate believer/denier catﬁght will read it; they’re getting paid to comment on it. But
regular people? Not likely.
Most people have already
made up their minds about
global warming and whether
human activity is largely
responsible. They don’t need to
read another darn report.
That’s my feeling. I’ve been
a solid believer for years and
have written many letters to
editors about it in hopes of convincing others, but I’m done
with that.
Because I live in Virginia,
I’ve read the section of the
NCA that covers the Southeast
United States to learn more
8LMWYRHEXIHTSWXGEVHWLS[WXLI-VZMRKXSR&IEGL,SXIP8LIFIEGLMJXLIVISRGIMW about documented changes
RSXZMWMFPIMRXLMWZMI[RSXIH/MPQEVRSGO1YWIYQTVIWMHIRX'EVVSPP0II%WLFYVR±(S and the consequences we can
]SYVIQIQFIV#²MWEGSQQYRMX]WIVZMGISJXLI/MPQEVRSGO1YWIYQ
expect. And because Virginia

Do you remember?

is in the far northeast corner
of the region, I read the section
about the Northeast region,
too. Any Virginian will ﬁnd
these two sections worth reading.
People who believe in
anthropogenic global warming know that nationally coordinated action to lower greenhouse gas emissions should
begin ASAP. Climate change
has put the world in a “pay now
or pay (more) later” situation.
The most feasible and effective action would be to impose
a revenue-neutral carbon tax.
Learn about it at citizensclimatelobby.org, or carbontax.org.
All climate change believers
should write a brief letter today
urging Rep. Rob Wittman to
vote for placing a revenueneutral tax on carbon-based
fuels this year. He might, if you
write; he probably won’t if you
don’t.
&SF0MRHWI]
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Proposed ramp is
non-conforming
Suppose a property owner
wanted to build a convenience
store in the middle of a residential area. He would need to get
the property re-zoned. If there
was any opposition whatever,
I can’t imagine the supervisors
would approve such a request.
That is analogous to the
situation in considering a boat
ramp on Dymer Creek. The
waterfronts in eastern Lancaster County are residential.
True, there are spots of nonconforming use, but the areas
are still residential. A public
boat ramp would be a direct
invasion of a peaceful community and should not even be
considered.
There are a number of commercial/industrial
activities
in these parts of the county,
some with water access and
use. Some cost elements of
the proposed boat ramp have
not been addressed, including
spoil removal, environmental
remediation, insurance, sanitation, surveillance and policing
of no-wake zones and general
use requirements. Some could
be avoided if the county made
arrangements with one of these
already active operations to
operate a public ramp, whether
by lease or easement.
The comprehensive plan
discusses in great detail water
access and boat ramps, pointing out that Lancaster County
is “deﬁcient” in water access
compared to adjacent counties.
Why must we conform to other
counties?
Moreover, the plan shows the
proposed site on Dymer Creek
is undesirable on a number of
counts.
The proposed boat ramp in
Dymer Creek would entail spot
re-zoning, with the disruption
of what is now strictly residential. The county should cease
considering the invasive injection of a new non-conforming
boat ramp into a residential
area.
7EQ1EVWLEPP
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

A

s rain seemed to be imminent one afternoon three weeks ago I went back to our
barn to make certain the building was closed.
While there I heard a rustling sound in the
leaves and grass, which I was waiting for dry
weather to mow. The sound came from the
same area where we had killed a copperhead
last summer, and I feared another one had
taken up residence.
I pulled the large swing door shut, and beheld
a little dog, obviously hungry, not having had a
meal for some time, ﬁlled with ticks, and looking utterly forlorn. At ﬁrst he was reluctant
to let me pet him, but after a few minutes, he
let me approach and was quite happy for the
attention.
I told him to stay there as I went up to the
house to get him some food, but he would
hear nothing of it, and followed me 18 inches
behind my heels all the way to the house. I
brought him a dish of food, and he lapped the
contents up in a few seconds. By that time my
good wife had arrived home, and we saw our
beloved neighbor, Mary Margaret Clegg, in
her yard, hence we called across the road to ask
if she knew anything about him. Her response
was that she did not, but when she saw him

He is a wonderful companion, and I am thrilled to
have him in our family, but
the process reiterated for
me the sad plight of many
homeless pets, and renewed
my admiration for the work
carried out by the animal
shelters in rescuing such
animals.
following me, she added, “Henry, it looks like
he has adopted you.”
I called both animal shelters and all the
veterinary hospitals, but none had received
any reports of a missing dog with his characteristics. I asked at the post ofﬁce only to get
the same response. That night he slept on our
porch, with our two Corgis keeping anxious
and curious watch through the glass door.

Eons ago, shortly before I started high
school, my parents bought a small, inexpensive bust of the ancient Greek writer, Homer.
Ironically, the little dog has the same facial features, leading us to call him “Homer.” At ﬁrst
the word meant nothing to him, but he soon
learned that it was his new, or perhaps, ﬁrst
name.
He is one of the most grateful creatures I
have known. When I feed him, he eats a morsel,
looks up, says thank you, then goes for the
next bite. His good manners tend to prolong
the meal, causing me often to leave the room
to expedite the process. I refer to the “room”
as he has moved into the laundry room. I took
him to the vet for a rabies shot and to have his
bent under toenails clipped to make his walking and running more comfortable.
My friend Lois Ogburn at the Northumberland County Animal Shelter explained the
current process for adoption. As Homer had
no tag when he arrived at our house, after
ﬁve days of fostering him, we were eligible
to adopt him. I went to the shelter, ﬁlled out
the paperwork, and he now is ours. One of the
questions on the forms asks how many other
animals the adopter has. When I asked Lois if

I had to name each of the dozen chickens, she
was amused.
We have had him neutered and given his
other vaccinations, making him fully ours. My
good wife probably would say “fully yours”
from the way he has attached himself to me.
When I greet him in the morning and let him
into the yard he does somersaults and backﬂips
of joy, smiling exactly as does my parents’ little
bust of his namesake. When I tell him I have to
go away, the sorrow in his eyes is palpable.
Homer is oriented towards human beings.
He only interrupts being with us when he gets
a scent that is more consuming, and he sounds
as if he is a machine snifﬁng away, but only
while certain that the human being is not leaving him. He is a wonderful companion, and I
am thrilled to have him in our family, but the
process reiterated for me the sad plight of
many homeless pets, and renewed my admiration for the work carried out by the animal
shelters in rescuing such animals.
Homer went from homeless, to fostered, to
adopted in less than three weeks. Now he has
a home; we have a new family member, and
as I walk along, I have a different shape to my
silhouette.
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YOUR LETTERS
Permits would
replace rights
Do you have a home that
you rent out for a few days or
a week?
Realtors, do you know
buyers who want to buy homes
for investment?
Investors, do you know that
you won’t be able to rent out
your home without a permit?
Northumberland
County
wants to amend the ordinances
so homeowners need a permit
to rent private homes. It does
not matter how often you rent,
you are going to need a permit.
It’s alarming that the county
wants to take away our property
rights by putting requirements
on how we use our homes.
A public hearing will be held
at 7 p.m. May 15 to re-deﬁne
tourist homes which require
a conditional use permit and
vacation rentals which have

always been by-right without a permit. Because of the
tourist home misconception
which started in 2011, vacation homeowners were forced
to get a tourist home permit for
something they don’t operate.
With more recent clarity on
the long-running confusion,
why take or otherwise limit
existing rights?
Restricting use of property
is illegal and unconstitutional.
Property rights include how
property owners use the property, as well as our right to
earn income from the property
within the law.
Taking away property rights
is detrimental to our community. The value of our homes
will decrease. Restriction of
rights is not a strong selling
point and will drive buyers to
counties that don’t have this
restriction. It will decrease
home sales and have an effect

on our businesses.
We need to bring people into
our community so our property
values increase and our community grows.
Do not let the county take
away your property rights.
Send your emails to ltadlock@
co.northumberland.va.us
to
protect your property rights.
Grace Seemayer,
6IIHZMPPI

Good people
do good deeds
There really are some wonderful people in this community.
Someone found and turned
in my wallet at Walmart, with
money and credit cards intact.
The Walmart employees kept
it safe for me until I could
retrieve it.
'LVMWX]7XIIRWQE
Weems

Investigation
driven by hate
It is troubling to see how the
tragic deaths of four American
citizens in Benghazi is being
exploited for political purposes.
The vitriolic hate for the ﬁrst
African-American
president
brings some people, and a part
of a whole party, to set up more
investigation committees, asking
for more reports, spending more
valuable time and millions of tax
payers money just for stirring up
their base for political gain. Up
to now there have been 13 congressional hearings on the topic,
thousands of pages of reports
and statements were released.
And there is still not enough
proof, of course not while one
cannot prove what is not the
truth! And what are they trying
to ‘prove’? What are they thinking? That the Administration has
organized this vicious attack?
The family members surviving the more than 2,000 American soldiers killed in Afghanistan and the more than 4,000
killed in Iraq are asking: “And
what about our truth?”
Oh, and one fact that might
interest the Benghazi “fact ﬁnders”—under the watchful eyes
of George W. Bush, 11 U.S.
Embassies were attacked resulting in 53 deaths and 90 injuries.
The hypocrisy is mind boggling. I feel sorry for those
driven by hate.
,ERW;IIRMRO
;MGSQMGS'LYVGL

'LERKIWMRXLII\XIRXERHHYVEXMSRSJ6SWW7IEMGI[MPPWMKRM½GERXP]MQTEGXQEVMRIPMJI
MR[LEXMWSRISJXLI[SVPH´WQSWXTVSHYGXMZIERHYRWTSMPIHQEVMRIIGSW]WXIQW[LIVI
VMGLFPSSQWSJTL]XSTPEROXSRJIIHOVMPP½WLERHLMKLIVTVIHEXSVWWYGLEWXLIIQTIVSV
TIRKYMRW EFSZI Photo courtesy of Walker Smith

Recent study projects big
thaw for Antarctic sea ice

A

ntarctica’s Ross Sea is one of the few polar
regions where summer sea-ice coverage
has increased during the last few decades,
bucking a global trend of drastic declines in
summer sea ice across the Arctic Ocean and in
two adjacent embayments of the Southern Ocean
around Antarctica.
Now, a modeling study led by professor Walker
Smith of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science suggests that the Ross Sea’s recent observed
increase in summer sea-ice cover is likely shortlived, with the area projected to lose more than
half its summer sea ice by 2050 and more than
three quarters by 2100.
These changes will signiﬁcantly impact marine
life in what is one of the world’s most productive and unspoiled marine ecosystems, where
rich blooms of phytoplankton feed krill, ﬁsh, and
higher predators such as whales, penguins, and
seals, he said.
Smith, who has been conducting ship-based
ﬁeldwork in the Ross Sea since the 1980s, collaborated on the study with colleagues at Old Dominion University. Their paper, “The effects of changing winds and temperatures on the oceanography
of the Ross Sea in the 21st century,” appeared in
a recent issue of Geophysical Research Letters.
Smith’s co-authors are Mike Dinniman, Eileen
Hofmann and John Klinck.
“The Ross Sea is critically important in regulating the production of Antarctica’s sea ice overall
and is biologically very productive, which makes
changes in its physical environment of global
concern,” said Smith. “Our study predicts that it
will soon reverse its present trend and experience
major drops in ice cover in summer, which, along
with decreased mixing of the vertical column, will
extend the season of phytoplankton growth. These
changes will substantially alter the area’s pristine
food web.”
Researchers attribute the observed increase in
summertime sea ice in the Ross Sea—where the
number of days with ice cover has grown by more
than two months over the past three decades—to a
complex interplay of factors, including changes in
wind speed, precipitation, salinity, ocean currents,
and air and water temperature.
Global climate models agree that air temperatures in Antarctica will increase substantially in the

coming decades, with corresponding changes in
the speed and direction of winds and ocean currents. When Smith and his colleagues fed these
global projections into a high-resolution computer
model of air-sea-ice dynamics in the Ross Sea,
they saw a drastic reduction in the extent and duration of summer sea ice.
The modeled summer sea ice concentrations
decreased by 56% by 2050 and 78% by 2100.
The ice-free season also grew much longer, with
the mean day of retreat in 2100 occurring 11 days
earlier and the advance occurring 16 days later
than now.
Also changed was the duration and depth of the
“shallow mixed layer,” the zone where most phytoplankton live. “Our model projects that the shallow
mixed layer will persist for about a week longer
in 2050, and almost three weeks longer in 2100
than now,” said Smith. “The depth of the shallow
mixed layer will also decrease signiﬁcantly, with
its bottom 12% shallower in 2050, and 44% shallower in 2100 than now.”
For Smith, these changes in ice, atmosphere,
and ocean dynamics portend major changes in
the Antarctic food web. On the bright side, the
decrease in ice cover will bring more light to
surface waters, while a more persistent and shallower mixed layer will concentrate phytoplankton
and nutrients in this sunlit zone. These changes
will combine to encourage phytoplankton growth,
particularly for single-celled organisms called
diatoms, with ripples of added energy potentially
moving up the food web.
But, Smith warns, the drop in ice cover will
negatively affect several other important species
that are ice-dependent, including crystal krill and
Antarctic silverﬁsh. A decrease in krill would be
particularly troublesome, as these are the major
food source for the Ross Sea’s top predators—
minke whales, Adélie and emperor penguins, and
crabeater seals.
“Our results suggest that phytoplankton production will increase and become more diatomaceous.
Other components of the Ross Sea food web will
likely be severely disrupted, creating signiﬁcant
but unpredictable impacts on the ocean’s most
pristine ecosystem,”said Smith.
The authors were supported by National Science Foundation grants.

Party with the Party
Multi-County Democratic Fundraiser
Sunday, June 1, 2014

KC’s Crabs and Cues

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Ticket Price: $25

10428 Jessie DuPont Mem. Hwy.
Kilmarnock, VA

Have a light supper:
Fish, Hamburger or Chicken Tenders,
a side and signature crab chips.
Coffee, tea, or soft drink. Cash bar.

Support your local county
activities and 2014 candidates.
Party with Democrats from ﬁve
Virginia counties.

To buy tickets contact your local Democratic Committee
Northumberland 804-580-5163
Richmond 804-333-4352
Lancaster 804-435-2866
Westmoreland 804-840-4831
Middlesex 804-580-5163

Lancaster Republicans
will review recent General
Assembly legislative session
The Lancaster County Republican Committee will meet at 7
p.m. Tuesday, May 20, at the Chesapeake Bank Training Center,
51 School Street, Kilmarnock.
Chairman Sue Clingan announced there will be a discussion of
the General Assembly budget impasse and other issues affecting
District 99. Members also will hear more information about the
Republican State Convention June 7.
Proposed revisions to the committee’s bylaws are also on the
agenda, Clingan said.
All interested persons are invited to attend, but only current
members are eligible to vote, she added.

THANKS to all of you who
voted for us and gave us your
support in the town election.
We are very humbled.
Please know that whether we
received your vote or not, we
will represent and support
ALL of the citizens of
Kilmarnock and we will
always do what we feel is best
for our town.
MAE, EMERSON, CHRIS, and CURTIS

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
REAL PROPERTY
TAX INCREASE
Northumberland County proposes to increase property tax levies.
1. Assessment Increase: Total assessed value of real estate property, excluding additional assessments due to new
construction or improvements to property,
decreased from the previous year’s total assessed value of real estate property by 8.95
percent.
2. Lowered Rate Necessary to Offset
Increased Assessment: The tax rate which
would levy the same amount of real estate
tax as last year, when multiplied by the new
total assessed value of real estate with the
exclusions mentioned above, would be
$0.4659 per $100 of assessed value. This
rate will be known as the “lowered tax rate.”
3. Effective Rate Increase: Northumberland County proposes to adopt a tax rate
of $0.49 per $100 of assessed value. The
difference between the lowered tax rate and
the proposed rate would be $0.03 per $100
of assessed value, or 6.5 percent. The difference will be known as the “effective tax
rate increase.”
Individual property taxes may, however,
increase at a percentage greater than or less
than the above percentage.
4. Proposed Total Budget Decrease:
Based on the proposed real property tax
rate and the changes in the other revenues,
the total budget of Northumberland County
will be below that of the previous year by .77
percent.
A public hearing on the rate increase will be
held on June 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Northumberland County Courts Building.
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These Waters
W
Have Seen Many Turns,
Let the Next Adventure Be Yours
The waters around Rappahannock Cliffs have seen many twists and turns over
the centuries, from the historic skirmish between the Rappahannock tribe and
Captain John Smith to daily cruises by watermen and recreational boaters.
The treasures of these waters and surrounding lands have been documented
by many including National Geographic and the Audubon Society. In recognition
of these special treasures is Rappahannock Cliffs, a new conservation community
that will capture the natural splendor of this setting and the vast opportunities
for rejuvenation and everyday adventure.
Rappahannock Cliffs will offer 45 homesites with expansive views, while
conserving 75% of the land as open space. Community amenities will include
nature trails for walking, running, and mountain biking, as well as two parks
and a community pier, which will
be enjoyed by all Rappahannock
Cliffs owners.
And while Rappahannock
Cliffs will feel a world away,
it is located only 75 miles from
DC/NOVA and only 60 miles

“This deep, powerful river shelters the mid-Atlantic’s largest population of
bald eagles. Among their favorite roosts is Fones Cliffs, where they keep an
eagle eye out for bountiful shad and herring. It was from these sandstone
heights that Rappahannock Indians ambushed Smith and his men as they
rowed their 28-foot, oak-timbered Discovery Barge upriver in August of 1608.
….Today the river’s shoreline remains relatively undeveloped and unspoiled.”

from Richmond.
Discover Rappahannock
Cliffs and let the splendor and
adventure be yours. For more
information please visit
www.RappahannockCliffs.com.

- National Geographic – Treasured Landscapes of the Chesapeake Bay

“Compared to all other major tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay, the reach of the
Rappahannock River between Tappahannock and Port Royal remains the most pristine.
The waterway supports extensive forested wetlands and pristine shorelines embedded
within a predominantly rural landscape. Uplands have a wide range of topographic
features that result in a high diversity of habitats within a relatively small area.
- Audubon Society (Source: Report on Lower Rappahannock River)

250 Acres
45 Homesites
Community Pier
1 Mile on Garland Creek
1/2 Mile on Rappahannock River
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