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Traditional blessing
The Rev. Clay McCauley blesses a family tartan at the Kirkin’ of the Tartan April 27 at Historic 
Christ Church in Weems. Congregants gathered to celebrate a tradition dating to 18th-century 
Scotland, when tartans were banned under English law. Scots would sneak bits of tartan into 
the church, or kirk, to be blessed. The event is hosted by the Foundation for Historic Christ 
Church with participation by the Kilmarnock and District Pipe band as well as local Episcopal and 
Presbyterian churches. Photo by Renss Greene

Lancaster High School students gathered April 24 to be honored by the Lancaster 
County Virginia Education Foundation at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury in 

Irvington.
Local author Brad Parks, a resident of Middlesex County, exhorted the 23 student 

attendees to have what he called “grit.”
“Your success in life will be more based on how you respond to failure than on how 

you handle success,” said Parks.
The foundation honored the students based on their grade point averages. Honorees 

were given certificates and $50 gift cards donated by Chesapeake Bank, Eastern Virginia 
Bank, Union First Market Bank, Bank of Lancaster and the foundation.

“The foundation feels it is important that academic achievement is recognized,” said 
president Margaret Socey. “The young people in our county are our future. We must give 
them the tools, support and encouragement to excel.”

Parks, a former newspaper reporter, is author of Faces of the Gone, Eyes of the Inno-
cent, The Girl Next Door, The Good Cop and The Player. He has won the Shamus, Nero, 
and Lefty awards for his writing.

Currently promoting his fifth novel, Parks will visit the Lancaster Community Library 
at 2:30 p.m. May 19.

LANCASTER—Voters in the coun-
ty’s three incorporated towns will visit 
the polls Tuesday, May 6, to elect coun-
cil members in Kilmarnock, Irvington 
and White Stone. Polls will be open 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Voter registrar Susan Jett reminds 
voters they may have the option of 
voting for more than one candidate.

“Normally, voters check one box,” 
Jett said. “But in town elections, they 
will be voting for up to three people.”

However, they may choose to vote for 
fewer candidates.  

In Kilmarnock, polling takes place 
at the Kilmarnock firehouse, 71 School 
Street. 

Two candidates are vying for mayor. 
Incumbent Raymond Booth is chal-
lenged by Mae Umphlett. 

Five candidates competing for three 
council seats include Christopher Allen, 
Shawn Donahue, James Evans Sr., 
Emerson Gravatt and Curtis Smith.

In Irvington, polling will take place in 
the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road.

While four names are on the ballot for 
three council seats in the regular elec-
tion, William Evans earlier withdrew his 
candidacy due to health reasons, leav-
ing the race uncontested. The remain-
ing three candidates are Jerry Latell, 
Michael Merrill and Wayne Nunnally.

Three candidates are competing in 
Irvington’s special election to fill two 

years remaining in the term vacated by 
Ed Sulick, who resigned for health rea-
sons. They are William “Jim” Haynie 
III, Michelle M. Lybarger and Frances 
E. Westbrook. 

In White Stone, polling will take 
place in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive.

Randy Reeves is unopposed for 
mayor. Only two candidates have 
declared for the three seats on council 
to be filled. They are incumbents Irving 
Brittingham and Joe Sliakis.

The third seat can be won with write-
in votes, however, the individual with 
the most write-ins does not have to 
accept the position, said Jett. Should no 
candidate receive write-in votes, council 
may appoint someone to the post. The 
Lancaster County Circuit Court judge 
will then decide when an election will be 
held to fill the seat, which would most 
likely be during the November elections, 
she said.

All positions are four-year terms, 
except in Irvington’s special election.

Citizens must be registered to vote 
and reside within town limits to vote in 
these elections. Check your voter regis-
tration cards, or call the registrar’s office 
at 462-5277 to confirm eligibility.

Absentee ballots are due by 5 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at the registrar’s office 
in the Lancaster County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. The office will be open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday.

Town voters return
to the polls Tuesday

by Audrey Thomasson

From left are (front row) Moira Hull, Mary Frere, Trenae Henderson, Vilesha Waller, Hannah Richardson, Laura Smith, Olivia Beck, Keondra 
Jenkins, Jolena Towles, Jamie Le and John Richardson; (next row) Ronnie Cutler, Tre’Von Taylor, Tristopher Palmer, Jahlil Nickens, Devon 
Kelley, Brad Smith, Thomas Hyde, Nick Nonnemacker, Devin Smith, Nicholas Green, Dylan Rose and Joey Rudolph. Also honored were 
La’Derah Daye, Tim Hudson, Lauren Koscieski, Nancy-Jane McClain, Kayleigh Webster, Jordan Hodges, Shelby Townes, Taylor Woolard, 
Brittany Jones, Katherine Keyser and Katherine Thomas. Photos by Renss Greene

Students and guests listen to speaker Brad Parks at 
the Lancaster County Virginia Education Foundation 
Celebration of Excellence. From left are sophomore 
John Richardson, school board chairman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook and senior Nicholas Nonnemacker.

Education foundation 
honors high achievers

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—As the board of 
supervisors considers a public boat 
ramp on Simmons Cove of  Dymer 
Creek, a group of creek residents 
again last week protested before the 
board of supervisors.

The critics repeated many claims 
to support their opposition but when 
Stuart Painter claimed Bob Sowder, 
who gave the property to the county, 
is not even a resident of the county, 
Sowder objected. 

“I’ve lived here for 31 years,” said 
Sowder. He denied critics’ claims he 
gave the land in order to have tax-
payers foot the bill for a boat ramp 
to benefit his development, Grace 
Hill, and dismissed rumors he plans 
to build condominiums at the site. 
Instead, he talked about his record of 
donating land for public use, includ-
ing to colleges.

Dymer Creek Environmental Pres-
ervation Association (DCEPA) mem-
bers also claim taxpayers will pay 
upwards of $750,000 for the ramp, 
an estimate that county officials say is 
extremely inflated. 

The estimated cost, according to 
county officials, is $425,000, includ-
ing dredging. However, with $100,000 
in grant funding, a pledge of $49,000 
from Sowder toward dredging, and 
another $86,000 saved by using an 
existing roadbed, planning and land 
use director Don Gill said the county’s 
net cost is expected to be $189,500.

by Audrey Thomasson

Proposed 
boat ramp
protests are 
renewed for
supervisors

RAMP, continued on page A2



More than 200 people attended “Casino Night at the 
Rivah” fundraiser April 28 at the Boys and Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck. Above, Floyd Henderson of 
Massino’s Casinos spins the roulette wheel. Below, 
executive director 
Phillip Mumford 
(left) congratulates 
Klaus Schaschek of 
Irvington, who sank 

golf putts to win a 
$10,000 prize that 
will be split with the 
club. “In the past I 
have missed at least 
50 one-foot putts,” 
he said. “I am 
thrilled to make one 
50-foot putt for the 
Boys and Girls Club 
which Bonnie and I 
are privileged and blessed to support.” Schaschek and 
his wife, Bonnie, are strong supporters of the club and 
have twice donated an elegant wine-pairing dinner for 
six to the event.  Sandra and Jim Harris of White Stone 
will be enjoying their wonderful cuisine this year.
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FYI
River Market
Thanks from Bruce

White Stone 435-1725

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“10 Gourmet Burgers, Beer & Wine”

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
804.577.4400

Critics have also argued the 
ramp and resulting boat traffic 
will damage the natural shore-
line, that dredging the creek is 
useless since it will quickly silt 
back in, and the proposed site 
is too narrow and therefore a 
safety hazard.
Existing facilities

According to county and 
Virginia Marine Resource 
Commission records, there are 
several existing boat ramps on 
Dymer Creek installed by land-
owners for their private use.

Donald and Kathleen David-
son, opponents of the public 
ramp who at last week’s meet-
ing announced they have gath-
ered some 1,500 signatures 
from citizens opposed to the 
ramp, have a private boat ramp 
near the proposed site. While 
the county estimates the creek 
is 175 feet wide at the pro-
posed public ramp site, the 
Davidson’s private ramp is at 
a point with a 162-foot width, 
according to county records.

Other ramp owners on 
Dymer Creek include Glenn 
and Joanne Solt with a ramp at 
a 66-foot width. Also, records 
show the Solts installed moor-
ing piles, a wharf and were 
approved by VMRC to dredge 
the creek to a depth of 7 feet to 
accommodate their boat ramp. 
The county is proposing to 
dredge to a depth of 4.5 feet. 

Other private ramp owners 
include William and Ann 
Sullivan, John and Leslie 
Childs and Edward Andrews. 
The Dymer Shores Property 
Owners Association Inc. has 
a ramp at a 180-foot width, 
according to county records.

VMRC senior environmen-
tal engineer Jay Woodward 
noted there have been 123 
applications for pier construc-
tion on the creek and its coves 
since 1977. He noted VMRC 
has not followed up to see if all 
the piers were built.

“In addition, there are likely 
a number of piers that existed 
prior to 1977 that were not offi-
cially applied for but otherwise 
would meet the private, ripar-
ian pier exemption in Code 
and are therefore authorized,” 
wrote Woodward.

Boys and Girls Club
shares in the winnings

LANCASTER—Dredg-
ing the mouth of Greenvale 
Creek is becoming almost 
legendary. But residents 
think they may have come 
up with a solution to keep 
the site of the county’s only 
public boat ramp open for 
boat traffic for more than a 
season or two.

Eddy Whichard of the 
Greenvale Creek Main-
tenance Association was 
granted $24,000 to cover 
dredging costs at last week’s 
board of supervisors meet-
ing, after presenting a plan 
to extend the existing jetty 
another 150 feet upriver of 
the mouth of the creek.

“The jetty is 150 feet long. 
Adding another 150 feet 
should push the silt into the 
(Rappahannock) river stream 
and prevent it from closing 
up the mouth of the creek,” 
said Whichard. “Expected 
costs for the extension are 
$15,000.”

While the association 
doesn’t have approval yet 
to extend the jetty, Which-
ard said the $24,000 will 
cover the cost of mechani-
cally dredging 1,000 cubic 
yards of sand from the creek 
entrance and disposing of it 
in a sand pit near the inter-
section of River and White 
Chapel roads. 

“Will it prevent it from 

LANCASTER—Land pur-
chased by the county in 1985 for 
a back-up land fill or dump site 
will instead become a family 
neighborhood. 

The Lancaster/Northumber-
land Habitat for Humanity affili-
ate last week received a 9.55-acre 
parcel from Lancaster County for 
the future homesite of up to 10 
homes.

The property is off River Road 
near Belle Isle Road in District 1 
and is zoned general residential. 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Museum, in 
conjunction with the Reed-
ville Fishermen’s Museum, is 
asking for help to identify local 
watermen who have been lost 
at sea while working in the 
menhaden industry, so that a 
memorial monument may be 
constructed in their honor.

Once the list is completed, 
plans are to have the monu-
ment placed in Reedville, said 
Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn.

Anyone who has lost a rela-
tive or friend or knows of any 
names that should be included 
is urged to call Ashburn at 296-
0930 or Sandra Smyre at 761-
1668.

Supervisors authorize
$24,000 to dredge mouth
of Greenvale Creek

by Audrey Thomasson coming back?” asked Dis-
trict 4 supervisor William 
Lee.

Whichard said there were 
no guarantees.

According to the asso-
ciation’s records, the mouth 
of the creek was dredged 
by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in 2009 at a cost 
of $200,000. Spoils were 
deposited up-river on the 
beach extending a quarter 
mile from the creek entrance. 
The sand migrated from the 
beach back into the mouth 
and a year later the creek 
entrance was nearly closed. 
Greenvale Creek residents 
raised $23,235 and the 
county contributed $12,000 
to remove the sand, which 
was accomplished by mid-
year 2011. The association 
also repaired a 50-foot jetty, 
but realized it was not suf-
ficient and by 2012, had it 
extended to 150-feet.

On a motion by District 
1 supervisor Butch Jen-
kins, the board voted 5-0 to 
approve the request.

In other business, supervi-
sors unanimously approved 
special exceptions authoriz-
ing  John and Clare Gwyer to 
expand their residence at 224 
Cottage Cove Way in District 
1 and Lachelle Henderson to 
place a manufactured home on 
a one-acre parcel off Buzzards 
Neck Road in District 2.

Supervisors also voted to opt 
out of the Virginia Stormwa-
ter Management Program and 
allow the state to administer 
the program rather than create 
a local program by July 1.  

Museums plan to 
erect monument
in memory of
missing fishermen County donates tract

to Habitat for Humanity
by Audrey Thomasson

According to county planning 
and land use director Don Gill, 
the soils’ septic suitability would 
not be realistic for more homes. 

Habitat plans call for a cluster 
subdivision with reduced lot sizes 
and maximin open space creat-
ing a large recreational area and 
buffers from surrounding proper-
ties. A single entrance off River 
Road will serve the neighborhood, 
which will be similar to Pond Park 
subdivision, a Habitat community 
of six lots near Devils Bottom and 
Pond Park roads in District 2.

“There are a lot of county resi-
dents that need help with hous-
ing,” said Habitat board member 
Joe Curry. “Not only does Habi-
tat build the homes, they also 
teach responsible home owner-
ship, like paying bills and home 
maintenance.”

According to the organization, 
each home will generate between 
$500 and $600 a year in property 
tax revenue from new homeown-
ers. In addition, Habitat home-
owners impact the local economy 
by contributing to local payroll 
and sales taxes.

The organization maintains it 
selects families based on rigorous 
requirements including income, 
credit rating and a willingness to 
partner with the organization to 
build the home, with many becom-
ing contributors down the line.

“Because of the stability 
afforded by a decent home, 
Habitat homeowners are able 

to participate more fully in the 
community in which they live. At 
present, several longtime (Habi-
tat) homeowners are now donors 
to our affiliate, giving back to our 
community,” said Nan Flynn.

She said the property has not 
generated any revenue for the 
county in all the years the county 
has owned the land. But had Hab-
itat owned the property and built 
seven homes on it, the county 
would have received approxi-
mately $100,000 in tax revenue 
since 1985. All of the Habitat 
homeowners in Lancaster are 
current on their property taxes, 
added Flynn.

Ramp
continued from page 1
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YARD SALE!
Saturday, May 3rd

7am ‘til Noon
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building

Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

Furniture, appliances, electronics, 
household items, tools, sporting 

goods, linens, pictures, books, bicy-
cles, CDs, old records, collector items, 
food, baked goods and much more . . .

Proceeds are shared with youth 
programs, local charities, volunteer 

services, churches & the needy. 

2014 Blue Crab Crawl
May 1st 2nd & 3rd

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
5th annual Shop Hop
This will be the best one  yet!

Fields Quilting & Craft Supplies
6568 Main Street, Gloucester, VA 23061

804-693-6120

2 B’s Quilt Shop
2324 Grey’s Point Road, Topping, VA 23169

804-758-2642

Material Girl Quilt Shop
16658 Northumberland Hwy

Franklins Sewing Machine Repair
11051 Richmond Road, Haynesville, VA 22472

804-333-3533

Sew Happy
158 Prince Street, Tappahannock, VA 22560

804-443-2154

ADVENTURES

“Come join us - we’re going places”

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

CALL FOR DETAILS

NEW ENGLAND CRUISE - Leaving from Baltimore, Ports 
of Call include Bar Harbor where you will enjoy whale 
watching, Bay of Fundy and historic Nova Scotia.

SEPT. 4-12

IRELAND - Enjoy the Emerald Isle and find yourself sur-
rounded by its “Forty Shades of Green”. 

SEPT. 7 - 15

WEST VA.- “RIDE THE RAILS” - Train rides on the Cheat 
Mountain Salamander & The Durbin Rocket. 

SEPT. 22-24

AMISHLANDS, PA. - 3 days, 2 nights, guided tour of 
Amish Countryside, Production of “Moses”.

OCT. 13-15

“CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK” - 4 days, 3 nights in the 
“Big Apple.” Radio City Music Hall with Rockettes.

DEC. 2-5

Driving long distances 
is for the birds

Shop Local May 3 
25% off all in stock 
jewelry & giftware

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA 22578

Serving Lunch & Dinner
This week’s special - Panko Crusted Scallops

Happy Hour 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. daily
Closed Wednesday

Bentley’s Bar 
& Grille

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week reported 
charges against eight individuals.
Felonies

Angela R. Mitchell, 40, of Granville 
Bay Road was charged April 21 with 
felony theft/conversion of a lottery ticket 
having a value of $200 or more.

Brandon T. Fisher, 23, of Crystal Lane 
was charged April 23 with felony destruc-
tion of property and reckless driving 
on private property in an incident at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan Center.

Melissa M. Thomas, 50, of The Lane, 
was charged April 25 with obtaining 
drugs by fraud. 
Misdemeanors

A Newtown Road man, 18, was charged 
April 21 with violation of local probation. 

A Chestnut Grove Lane man, 56, was 
charged April 21 on Hanover charges of 
driving without a license and misbranding 
drugs/cosmetics.

A Lara Road woman, 23, was charged 
April 21with trespass.

A Pond Park woman, 34, was charged 
April 23 with domestic assault.

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 49, was 
charged April 25 with public drunken-
ness, possession of marijuana and viola-
tion of a protective order.

Activity Report
April 21: Staff received a report of 

destruction of property at the Upper 
Lancaster Rescue Squad (septic tank top 
broken and lawn damaged by vehicle; 
$900 loss), and a larceny report from 
a Coppedge Farm Road resident (Vir-
ginia permanent trailer tag; $50 loss); 
responded to a noise violation complaint 
on Ottoman Ferry Road; and checked on 
the well-being of a Mollusk area resident 
at the request of Veteran’s Administration 
authorities when the individual did not 
report for a scheduled medical appoint-
ment (no emergency services needed).

April 22:  Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Pond Park, to 
the Browns Store area to assist Northum-
berland authorities on a domestic distur-
bance call, and to a vehicle fire call in the 
3000 block of Merry Point Road.

April 23: Staff responded with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) to a 
medical emergency on Wiggins Avenue, 
to a destruction of property complaint on 
West Point Road (landlord – tenant civil 
issue), with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to an E911 disconnect call 
on James B. Jones Memorial Highway 
(no emergency services needed), to a 
juvenile behavioral/mental health emer-
gency complaint in the Litwalton area, 
and to a public drunkenness complaint in 
the White Stone area (subject pedestrian 
was intercepted and determined not to 
intoxicated at that time);  received a citi-
zen’s complaint of an attempted fraud by 
telephone call (complainant advised the 
caller claimed $1,000 was owed and if not 
paid the citizen would be arrested); and 
notified Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) of a downed tree interfer-
ing with traffic on Devils Bottom Road. 

April 24:  Staff received a fraud report 
from a Merry Point Road resident (tele-
phone call from Los Angeles area code 
702-830-4384 from a David Washington 
who said the complainant won $2 million; 
the caller directed the complainant to 
purchase a $500 debit/Green Dot/PayPal 
card, call back and give the card number; 
thereafter the money would be sent to the 

complainant; no financial loss reported); 
responded to Pinckardsville Road for a 
lost/stolen vehicle title complaint, to a 
trespass complaint on Greentown Road, 
to a domestic disturbance on Woods 
Drive, and with KPD to the area of Town 
Centre Drive on a citizen’s report of a man 
calling for help (subject was located in an 
adjacent field and was venting anger due 
to a domestic argument); and checked on 
the well-being of an Irvington Road resi-
dent at the request of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services needed).

April 25: Staff received a walk-in com-
plaint of violation of a protective order 
(no violation as the order had expired); 
checked on the well-being of an Irvington 
area resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services needed); 
attempted to check on the well-being of 
two Ottoman area residents at the request 
of out-of-state family members (unable 
to get access to the residence; telephone 
contact was later made and no emergency 
services were needed); received a walk-
in complaint of a domestic assault (pro-
tective order and trespass notice issued), 
and a possible attempted fraud by a sus-
picious person complaint from a resident 
in the 800 block of Mary Ball Road (One 
Direct subcontractor for ADT soliciting 
sales in the area); responded to the 1400 
block of Irvington Road for a protective 
order violation complaint (arrest reported 
above), and to a domestic disturbance in 
the 14700 block of Mary Ball Road.

April 26: Staff responded to a suspi-
cious persons complaint on Christ Church 
Road (friends walking down the road), to 
a domestic disturbance in the 17400 block 
of Mary Ball Road, to a destruction of 
property complaint on Crawfords Corner 
Road (vehicle window broken by rock 
thrown by mower while cutting grass), 
and to a single-vehicle traffic crash near 
Irvington and Weems roads; and checked 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no emergency 
services needed). 

April 27:  Staff responded to a shots 
fired call in the 3200 block of White 
Chapel Road, to a commercial burglary 
in White Stone (cash register, entry door; 
$900 loss), to a domestic disturbance 
on Southport Lane, with KPD to Wig-
gins Avenue to assist a resident who had 
fallen, to an assault by threat complaint 
in the 2900 block of Lara Road (protec-
tive orders issued for and against both 
parties), to a two-vehicle traffic crash in 
the 1300 block of Irvington Road, and 
to separate trespass complaints involv-
ing commercial highway maintenance 
vehicles parked on private business prop-
erties on Kamps Mill Road; received 
a destruction of property report from 
Chesapeake Academy (basketball goal; 
$400 loss); checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program participant after 
prearranged telephone contact could not 
be made (telephone line problem); and 
attempted to locate a reported depressed/
possible suicidal person in the area of the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
(subject’s vehicle was intercepted; driver 
self-admitted for mental health services).

April 28:  Staff received a larceny 
report from Crockett’s Landing (blue 
2003 Yamaha outboard motor; $6,000 
loss), and a complaint of a person fraud-
ulently claiming to be a U.S. Treasury 
agent who called and demanded payment 

of taxes due or the complainant would be 
arrested (call originated from 213-375-
0944; this area code is assigned to Los 
Angeles, Calif.).

Staff also conducted 23 traffic stops, 
issued eight summonses, assisted nine 
motorists, reported four deer strikes, 
investigated five building alarms, pro-
cessed one mental health order, logged 
six inmate transports and fielded three 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department assisted EMS on Belmont 
Drive and responded to a vehicle fire on 
Merry Point Road.

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a brush fire on Mosquito 
Point Road and a fire alarm in the 3500 
block of Windmill Point Road.

Northumberland County Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week reported 
charges against eight individuals.
Felonies

Latrone Ramon Veney, 32, of Callao 
was charged April 21 with extortion and 
producing obscene material.

Bryon Warren Mills, 40, of Kilmarnock 
was charged April 24 on a direct indict-
ment with operating a motor vehicle after 
being declared an habitual offender. 

Ashley Reed Young, 22, of  Kinsale 
was charged April 24 on a direct indict-
ment with committing perjury. This was 
a Northumberland County indictment and 
was served by the Westmoreland County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Casey Clarke Northern, 24, of Warsaw 
was charged April 27 with a capias to 
show cause from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court. He was arrested by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.
Misdemeanors

A Reedville woman was charged April 
21 with failing to drive on the right side 
of the road.

A Wicomico Church man, 23, was 
charged April 24 on a Westmoreland 
County warrant with defrauding a restau-
rant, with intent to cheat or defraud the 
owner.

An Alexandria man, 43, was charged 
April 26 with driving under the influence 
of alcohol.

A Reedville man, 23, was charged April 
26 with being drunk in public, giving false 
identification to a police officer, identity 
fraud and obstruction of justice.
$5,000 reward 

A $5,000 reward is offered for the 
arrest(s) of the person(s) involved in an 
assault and larceny of several firearms on 
July 21, 2013, in the Wicomico Church 
area. Call the Crime-Tips line at 580-
8477.

Also, the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office is seeking help regarding 
two recent incidents.

On February 19, the office took a report 
of a theft of a Land Pride Landscap-
ing Rake. This rake was taken from the 
Sunnybank area of the county. The rake 
is described as mustard colored, five feet 
long with a tong bent up.

On April 5, the office took a report of 
a breaking and entering on a boat at the 
Glebe Point Campground. Taken off the 
boat were several fishing rods, tackle and 
other items.

Report information related to these 
incidents at 580-8477. You don’t have 
to give your name and there could be a 
reward if leading to an arrest.

LANCASTER—The coun-
ty’s lawsuit against former 
school superintendent Dr. 
Randolph H. Latimore Sr. has 
been set for a three-day trial 
in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court March 3-5, 2015. 

The dates were the first 
three days available for county 
attorney James E. Cornwell 
Jr. and defense attorney John 
Cafferky of Fairfax. The civil 
trial is scheduled to be held 
before a jury, according to the 
clerk’s office.

Events leading to the law-
suit began June 29, 2007, one 
day prior to Latimore stepping 
down as superintendent after 
the board voted not to renew 
his contract. Latimore claimed 
to have accumulated 491.75 

days of unused sick and leave 
time over his years of working 
in the Virginia school system 
as a teacher, principal and 
superintendent. 

After school director of 
finance Sue Salg consulted 
with school attorney D. Pat-
rick Lacey on the wording 
of Latimore’s contract, then 
school board chairman Don 
McCann (District 3) autho-
rized her to issue Latimore a 
check for $208,261.04. 

School board members at 
the time said neither McCann 
nor Salg consulted with them 
before issuing the payment. 
The board, which included 
vice chair William Smith 
(District 5), Carl Failmezger 
(District 1), Lindy Grigsby 
(District 2) and Karen Doyle 
(District 4), claimed there 

was no mention of the finan-
cial transaction at subsequent 
board meetings and they were 
not aware of the payment until 
auditors uncovered it during 
the annual audit and notified 
the board in a letter dated Sep-
tember 27, 2007. 

The discovery prompted the 
Lancaster board of supervi-
sors to immediately launch 
an investigation and audit of 
the school budget and appro-
priation as well as a claim 
for recovery of public funds 
from Latimore and the school 
board.

In December 2013, Judge 
Harry Taliaferro III dismissed 
the claim against the school 
board.

However, he upheld the suit 
against Latimore for taking 
$208,261.04 in accumulated 

unused leave and sick days—
some 300 days more than he 
had previously certified he 
was due or that his contract 
allowed—and said the county 
could pursue him for the 
whole amount.

In issuing the opinion, 
Judge Taliaferro noted that 
eight months prior to termi-
nation of Latimore’s contract, 
on October 26, 2006,  “...Lat-
imore certified...to the audi-
tor that he had accumulated 
40 days of annual leave and 
140 days of sick leave. Lati-
more’s accumulated unused 
leave time as then reported 
was contrary to the provi-
sions of his employment con-
tract because the leave hours 
reported exceeded those 
agreed to in such contract,” 
the judge wrote. 

KILMARNOCK—The Triangle Trolley 
officially begins seasonal bus service among 
the towns of Irvington, Kilmarnock and White 
Stone on Friday, May 2. Regular operation will 
continue through the first Saturday in October.

“It’s that time of year again when you can 
enjoy a Triangle Trolley ride. The 2014 season 
is under way,” said Kilmarnock deputy town 
manager/community development Susan 
Cockrell.

New stops include the Dog and Oyster Vine-
yard in Irvington, Northern Neck Burger Co. 
and Stevie’s Ice Cream in Kilmarnock, and 
Country Cottage in White Stone, said Cockrell.

The Triangle Trolley offers a one-hour round 
trip among the towns from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
on Fridays and 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturdays, 
plus 1 to 6 p.m. on Sundays May 25 and August 
31, she said. The fee is 50 cents per boarding.

“We are grateful for the support of our trolley 
partners Bay Transit and the towns of Irvington 
and White Stone,” said Cockrell. “Together 
with our advertisers we bring a fun and enjoy-
able way to see all that Lancaster County has 
to offer.”

Schedules, including a list of stops and 
approximate times, are available at area busi-
nesses, on board and at kilmarnockva.com.

■ Photo contest
The Middle Peninsula North-

ern Neck Community Service 
Board Prevention Services Divi-
sion recently launched a calen-
dar photo contest: How do you 
celebrate healthy living? Entries 
must be submitted at prevent@
mpnn.state.va.us by June 27.

The photo size must 11” by 
8.5” (jpg or pdf) and the mini-
mum resolution must be 300 
DPI. For details, call 642-5204, 
or visit the website.

Suit involving Lancaster, Dr. Latimore, set for trial
by Audrey Thomasson

Triangle Trolley season begins NEWS BREAK

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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Re-Elect Raymond C. Booth, Jr.
Mayor Town of Kilmarnock

As Mayor, I will oppose:

  and consultant fees

As Mayor I will support:

  5% to 3%

FRANCES “FRAN” WESTBROOK
for Irvington Town Council 

A vote for community

A Come Here Here.

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on April 24 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III:

Linwood M. Neal Jr., charged 
with two counts of possession 
of drugs with intent to distribute 
and reckless driving, was denied 
bond in an appeal hearing. 

Michael Angelo Bowman, 
charged with two counts of pos-
session of drugs with intent to 
distribute and having a firearm 
while in possession of drugs, was 
denied bond in an appeal hearing. 
However, the judge said he would 
allow a furlough for surgery and 
recovery based on a prescribed 
time set by the surgeon.

Virginia Montgomery pled 
guilty to five counts of forgery, 
uttering and grand larceny in 
forging checks on her mother’s 
bank account. Judge Taliaferro 
accepted a plea agreement that 
he said was a deviation from 
guidelines and sentenced Mont-
gomery to a total of 25 years, 
all suspended, with two years 
supervised probation and pay-

ment of restitution of $2,863.14 
and court costs. Several other 
charges were not prosecuted.

William T. Hurst did not show 
up in court on a misdemeanor 
assault charge. The judge said he 
was reinstating the disposition.

Kenneth Wayne Horton’s 
charge of probation violation 
was continued to 11 a.m. July 25.

Sharon Sue Evans’s request for 
bond was denied by the judge. A 
hearing on probation violations 
was continued to July 11.

Melissa M. Thomas was 
arraigned on a prescription fraud 
charge. The judge set a hearing 
for May 23.

Marcus A. Robinson, charged 
with felony manufacture of a 
controlled substance and misde-
meanor possession of marijuana, 
did not show up in court. A new 
court date was not set.

Ronyece M. Turpin said 
she couldn’t obtain full-time 
employment and asked the court 
to lower her restitution payments. 
Noting she had repaid nearly half 
the restitution, the judge lowered 
the remaining payments to $50 a 
month.

Leon Phillips’ civil case on a 
vicious dog violation was contin-
ued for one year to 9 a.m. April 
24, 2015. The judge ordered 
Phillips to keep his dog in the 
house and not to tie it up outside.

Frank Reese was ordered to 
pay $425 in restitution by October 
24 in order to avoid jail time on a 
probation violation for a destruc-
tion of property conviction.

Mya Sumiel, charged with 
probation violations, said she 
is unable to complete outdoor 
community service due to health 
issues. The judge continued her 
case to October 24 at which time 
defense attorney Jan Smith is to 
present the status on an alterna-
tive indoor community service 
program for Sumiel.

Tina Carrington, convicted of 
felony shoplifting at the Irving-
ton Farmers Market, was sen-
tenced to three years with all but 
30 days suspended, ordered to 
pay court costs and $225 in res-
titution, and banned from Irving-
ton Farmers Markets. She was 
ordered to report to jail at 7 p.m. 
Friday, May 2. 

Keaton Deon Sutton, charged 

KILMARNOCK—Ten years ago, with 
500 people on a waiting list, a newly built 
and equipped Dental Clinic at the North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic (NNFHC) 
opened its doors to its first patients.

Ten years later, 4,722 individuals have 
used the Dental Clinic, visiting 27,172 
times and receiving $16,658,348 worth 
of dental services, according to execu-
tive director Jean Nelson. They are 
all ages, from children receiving their 
first checkup to seniors in need of den-
tures, she said. NNFHC Medical Clinic 
patients and others who are low-income 
and underinsured are served. Some had 
never been to a dentist at all. 

The Dental Clinic was made possible 
after the NNFHC moved into its current 
building in Kilmarnock in 2003. Space in 
the new facility was allotted for a Dental 
Clinic, but funds were needed to equip it 
and to pay for operations, said Nelson. A 
$200,000 capital improvement campaign 
was launched to outfit six work stations, 
while an agreement was formalized with 
the Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of Dentistry to have teams of 
final-year dental students rotate through 

the facility to work with staff and volun-
teer dentists.

First-year funding came through the 
Nettie Lokey Wiley Foundation, the Vir-
ginia Health Care Foundation (VHCF), 
individual donors and other groups. The 
Dental Clinic’s first patients were seen 
on January 15, 2004.

This all followed several years of plan-
ning, as well as awareness of the enor-
mous health-care gap that existed for 
those of low incomes who had dental 
issues, which can so easily affect an 
individual’s overall health, said Nelson. 
To fill the gap until a facility could be 
created, the clinic rented space at VCU-
MCV in Richmond for those most in 
need of oral surgery, and Vandy Services 
provided the transportation there and 
back.

Dental and hygiene students from the 
School of Dentistry still rotate through 
the Dental Clinic three days each week. 
The Wiley Foundation has continued as 
a major, annual supporter. The VHCF 
last year awarded a $60,000 match-
ing grant to install digital technology. 
Campbell Presbyterian and Grace Epis-

copal churches, among others, have con-
tributed substantial funds to help with 
operations, she said.

 The Dental Clinic has worked with 
public schools and Head Start, and the 
facility has been used as a training site 
by the Virginia Health Department, VCU, 
and the Virginia Dental Association.

Ten years after its founding, the 
NNFHC Dental Clinic “is on the cusp 
of a new era,” said staff dentist Cris 
Dedmond. “With new state-of-the-art 
equipment, the NNFHC hopes to expand 
its hours, and reach out directly to chil-
dren through educational initiatives. 
Dental care is largely unaddressed in 
new health-care legislation, and the need 
for services among all segments of the 
population will only continue.”

Last year the Dental Clinic made up 
23% of the NNFHC’s overall operating 
budget of $1.2 million. As hours and ser-
vices expand, this share of the budget is 
expected to increase.

Donations toward helping those of low 
incomes have access to oral hygiene ser-
vices may be sent to the NNFHC at P.O. 
Box 1694, Kilmarnock,  VA 22482.

Dental Clinic celebrates 10th year

Staff dentist Cris Dedmond, DDS, checks with a patient 
in one of the six work stations, all digitally equipped.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson with felony sale and distribu-

tion of marijuana, possession 
of a gun while in possession of 
drugs, manufacture/distribution 

of a controlled substance, elud-
ing police and failure to appear, 
was given a trial date of 9 a.m. 
July 11.

Montae Javon Smith’s charges 
of one felony and three misde-
meanor probation violations was 
set for hearing at 9 a.m. July 25.

The Agenda
Local Government News

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hold a public hear-
ing on its fiscal year 2015 budget 
at 7 p.m. tonight (May 1) in the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive. It is the first reading of the 
proposed $154,825 budget. 

The budget includes a $1,423 
increase in general funds expen-

ditures, with all of the town’s cost 
centers expected to increase, said 
town manager Patrick Frere. 

The budget includes $9,555 
in town council expenditures, 
$39,580 in central administra-
tion costs and $26,010 in build-
ing and external environment. 
The town’s greatest expenditure 

continues to be public safety and 
patrol at $48,130. 

Some $13,874 is budgeted for 
the town’s capital improvement 
fund and $17,676 for reimburse-
ment of the town’s reserve fund, 
which was used two years ago to 
pay off the mortgage on the town 
hall. 
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Mention Shop Local Day and
Receive 10% off your meal!

Come relax and enjoy a growing 
Kilmarnock tradition!

KilmarnockInn.com

The Wild Bunch
Cynthia Naylor

20% off May 3
804-435-1044

18 North Main Stareet
Post Office Box 1492

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
www.thewildbunchflowers.com
cindythewildbunch@yahoo.com

20% off Storewide 
on Shop Local Day May 3!

240.405.4518

d

Discounts Storewide
May 3!

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

Shop Local Day Special:
20 lb Propane Tank

fill up 
 - 1/2 price -

One tank per customer

Ladies Apparel
Casual, Cruise 

& Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories

Mon.-Sat. 10 am-5 pm 
12 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, Va.

804-435-2200

20% off
all Jackets

Bay & River
Home Decor

Furniture
Gifts&

804.436.1900
Sandra Hudson           Terry Elbourn

2 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Tervis Tumblers

Best Chairs
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W.F. Booth & Son, Inc.

15% off your entire 
In-stock only purchase 

on Shop Local Day 
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Excludes Company C Rugs

Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  

Affordable & Trendy

10% off 
entire purchase

Saturday, May 3rd 

43 S. Main Street 
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-0009

27 Irvington Road 
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-8999

Rivah Consignments
Shop both stores 

for a total of 
10,000 sq. ft of 
merchandise!!

Rivah Antiques
     & Accessories
10-40% off 
Storewide!

   ...The Northern Neck’s Largest
                Consignment Shop!

4372 Irvington Rd, Irvington
Monday - Saturday 10-5

804-438-5194
TheDandelion.com 

They’re Here!
Come in The Dandelion May 3 & see what we have 

in store for you...

20% off one regular priced item May 3

Supply, LLC
Hardware & Marine Hardware, Pet Food 
& Supplies, Large Greenhouse, Echo 

Power Equipment, Garden Tillers, 
Valspar Paints & Sundries, 

Bird Food, Feeders 
and much more!

469 N. Main St., PO Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Farm & Home 

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

SALE ON NOW

On the Rappahannock

Open Daily for Lunch
Dinner Thursday-Saturday
Open Mic Thursday Night
Live Music Friday Night
½ price desserts May 3

 

At the foot of the bridge, White Stone
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The Lancaster County 
Chapter of the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy 
(UDC) project to restore 
Confederate monuments in 
Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties has raised over 
$9,000.

The goal is $30,000 to com-
plete the work by October, 
reported monument restoration 
committee chairman Susan 
Hudson. 

To close the gap, several 
fundraising events are planned, 
said Hudson. A letter writ-
ing campaign is under way 
and outreach to foundations, 
organizations and businesses 
continues. Along with these 
efforts, the opportunity to 
meet people at local events 
provides a chance to talk to 
residents and visitors about 
the degraded state of these 
140-year-old monuments.  

The chapter had a display 
table at a recent Heathsville 
Farmers Market. Many people 
came by to get information 
about the UDC in general and 
show their support of the mon-
ument restoration project, said 
Hudson. During the associated 
wine festival, the chapter raf-
fled a pair of Waterford crystal 
wine goblets which were won by Cy Murphy.

The chapter will have a display booth at the Irvington Farmers Market Saturday, May 3, where 
a raffle will be conducted on a chance to win a hand-stitched, made in Virginia, patriotic quilt, or 
a “red, white and blue gift basket.”

The chapter is interested in hearing from individuals who have relatives listed on either of 
these monuments. The chapter is aware Lancaster and Northumberland names are missing from 
the monuments and plans to correct the record.

Report names and stories of relatives from Lancaster or Northumberland counties who fought 
in the war to Hudson at 580-1083, or karisma@hughes.net.

 

Vote on May 6th

Curtis H. Smith

COLONIAL BEACH—The 

Advisory Committee 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 6, at the PRFC Office, 222 
Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

Items on the agenda include 
blue catfish, the striped bass 
harvest, the ASMFC spring 
meeting schedule, a comparison 
of recreational fishing regula-
tions, a pound net solar lighting 
program, jug fishing, the Kitts 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will hold a closed session at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 5, at 
the school board office, 2330 
Irvington Road.

The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss personnel and a 
student matter.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 8, at 
the Courts Building, 39 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville. Public 
hearings will begin at 7 p.m. 

The agenda includes presen-
tations from Northumberland 
Public Library director Alice 
Cooper, and John Wilson and 
Jeannie Nelson of the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic. Dawn 
Neale of the Northumberland 
Department of Social Services 
will speak about Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.

The hearing docket includes 
requests from:

-
ford Bates to display hardscape 
materials between the build-
ing and highway at 581 Jessie 
DuPont Memorial Highway in 
Burgess.

tourist home at 161 Yeocomico 
Lane near Mundy Point.

Dunbar to operate a service 
repair shop adjacent to 119 
Polly Cove Road near Fairport.

locate more than one travel 
trailer on a property on Whays 

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n -
caster Citizens for Education, 
in association with the Lan-
caster school board, will 
conduct a public forum at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 1, at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The forum will provide an 
opportunity for the public to 
meet the two finalists in the 
school board search for a new 
superintendent. The candidates 
are Jack McKinley, a princi-
pal at Belle Heth Elementary 
School in Radford, and Steven 
Parker, principal of Cedar Lee 
Middle School in Bealeton.

WARSAW—Lancaster and 
Northumberland county citi-
zens are reminded of the May 
17 hazardous and electronics 
waste collections.

Northern Neck Soil & Water 
Conservation District and 
Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion staff assist the counties 
with these collections, said 
NNSWCD education and 
public relations manager Faye  
Andrashko.

The Northumberland col-
lection site has moved to 201 
Academic Lane, Claraville, 
the site of the county high 
school, said Andrashko. The 
Northumberland site will 
receive waste from 1:30 to 5 
p.m.

The Lancaster site remains 
at the the Kilmarnock Refuse 
Center, 320 White Pine Drive, 
she said. Hours are 7:30 to 11 
a.m.

For directions, or waste 
handling instructions, call 
NNSWCD at 333-3525, ext. 
102, or call Lancaster or Nor-
thumberland Extension offices 
at 462-5780 and 580-5694, 
respectively.

Return to the speakeasy
Soloist Jeanne Hickey, accompanied by pianist Olivia 
Cockrell, perform at the “Roaring Twenties”  auction 
gala at Festival Halle. Attendees dressed in 1920s garb 
to spend an evening in the “Festival Halle Speakeasy” 

Fishermen’s Museum. Photo by Renss Greene

Th e Promise Academy of Virginia in 

association with Shiloh Baptist Church of Reedville, VA. 

and James Pettis Productions 

Presents the off broadway play

God’s 
Trombones
Coming to Middlesex County on May 10, 2014, 

Mothers Day Weekend!

Place:  St. Clare Walker Middle School
6814 General Puller Hwy. Locust Hill, VA 23092

Showtimes: 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Ticket price: $15.00

Tickets: 
Southside area -  Mrs. Penny Reed: 804-513-8018

Mrs. Cynthia Beverley: 804-815-8426  

Northern Neck -  Mrs. Joyce Lee: 804-436-7678
Shiloh Baptist Church: 804-453-3074

All other localities - Laymetha Guy: 804-677-8485

All proceeds will go to benefi t the 
Promise Academy of Virginia Scholarship Fund.

Hazardous and 
electronics waste
collections slated

Monument restoration
fundraising continues

Dr. Cheryl Davis of the local UDC Chapter greets visitors 
at the recent Heathsville Farmers Market.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Creek Road near Lilian.
 A hearing also will be held 

on a  proposed ordinance to 
establish work dates for the 
Board of Equalization and a 
deadline of May 15 to dispose 
of all applications.

Point artificial reef project and 
electronic outreach to water-
men.

The committee also seeks 
volunteers for a subcommittee 
to discuss striped bass alloca-
tions. Call 224-7148.

What time and where?  RRecord.com
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Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Congress, in its great wisdom, in 1930 
enacted legislation defining an antique 

as an item that had been produced in 1830 or 
earlier. President Hoover signed the bill into 
law, and the 1830 date remained in effect until 
1966 when the legislation was modified to 
state that an antique was an item that was at 
least 100 years old. Consequently, today any 
item dating from 1914 or before legally may 
be termed an antique.

Here in the Northern Neck this coming 
Monday a name long associated with the 
antiques business will be achieving a mile-
stone towards becoming a legitimate antique 
himself. I speak of my good friend, Curtis 
Sampson, one of our local luminaries in the 
world of antiques. Curtis is a native of Mila, 
a burgeoning metropolis beyond the hub city 
of Remo, not far from the mega-city of Wic-
omico Church. He went on to the University 
of Richmond and then when The Tides Inn 
opened, he was the first to join its staff where 
he remained for over 40 years. 

At the Inn Curtis was the factotum when-
ever a matter needed immediate or careful 
handling, and from his time there he became 
friends with folks from all across the country. 

He especially enjoyed working in supplying 
the gift shop with fine silver and other pieces 
that guests could purchase and carry with 
them. 

In 1990, Curtis retired as an hotelier, and 
opened his own antiques shop at Pittman’s 
Corner, a move he had planned and about 
which he had spoken for years. He called it 
The Collector’s Corner, and being settled in a 
vintage Victorian house, it exuded the atmo-
sphere resulting from his years of experience 
and study in the field of antiques. Throughout 

the large house every item shined forth look-
ing its best, and the shop became a mecca for 
local and visiting collectors.

A bonus for going to the shop was the 
opportunity to chat with Curtis. He always 
has been most happy in sharing his knowledge 
with others. He not only enjoys collecting and 
trading in antiques, he is also a splendid res-
toration expert. He thrives on bringing great 
pieces of furniture back to their original con-
dition.

In that area he perhaps is reflective of his 
family history, as his grandfather, Jeremiah 
Dawson, was a skilled local carpenter at the 
beginning of the last century. One of his prod-
ucts was the now venerable old farmhouse 
that for almost half of its life has been our 
family home. 

Curtis’s uncle, the late Jerry Dawson, who 
was born in 1898, told me that his earliest 
memory was playing with wooden blocks 
that Jeremiah would bring home each evening 
from the building of our house down the road. 
Some years back Curtis had his own build-
ing blocks when he constructed a replica of 
an 18th-century house near Weems. He went 
into precise detail in producing an abode of 

architectural significance and a worthy home 
for his collection.

When one speaks of the use of words, 
Curtis is as creative as he is with his tools. 
He likes making a pun, and is a master of 
hyperbole. After coining a phrase or speaking 
metaphorically, he stops to watch the reaction 
on the part of the listeners, waiting to laugh 
with them.

In another life Curtis could have been an 
editor or media critic, for he has a great gift at 
being able to analyze a sermon in church or an 
article in the newspaper or a lugubrious book 
both succinctly and with panache. He listens 
to every word he hears, and responds always 
with thoughtful comments. A still different 
path he could have chosen was as a gourmet 
cook. He willingly shares recipes, and should 
write a cookbook to benefit those of us more 
challenged in that arena.

On Monday Curtis will become a nonage-
narian, thus in ten short years he will be able, 
according to the current application of the 
1930 law, to present himself as “an antique 
selling antiques.” Happy Birthday, Curtis! 
“Ad multos annos!” You remain at “The Peak 
of Youth!”

In another life Curtis could 
have been an editor or media 
critic, for he has a great gift 
at being able to analyze 
a sermon in church or an 
article in the newspaper or a 
lugubrious book both suc-
cinctly and with panache.

Photo by Margaret Quinn

Focal Point

Spring comes to Morattico.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

On April 23, legislators returned to Rich-
mond for the one-day “veto session” where we 
took up Gov. McAuliffe’s vetoes and amend-
ments.

I was disappointed that the governor vetoed 
several measures, including:

to appeal to Circuit Court when found guilty of 
a red light camera violation.

rights of public school students.
-

ment from censoring sermons given by chap-
lains in the Virginia National Guard.  

 Unfortunately, while each measure had 
enough votes to pass, there were not enough to 
override the vetoes, and all three were defeated. 
We will have to bring these back again if we 
want them to become law.

 We also took up dozens of the governor’s 
amendments. I was happy to accept his tech-

exempt working watermen from taking a boat-
ing safety course. 

However, I rejected his amendment that 
would force registered Virginia boat owners 

disagree with this language because out of 
state residents are allowed to navigate Virginia 
waterways with no course.

Virginia has the strictest boating regulations 
on the East and Gulf Coasts—but only on its 
own residents. For this reason, I rejected the 
governor’s amendment and hope he will not 
discriminate against the citizens of Virginia and 

Biennial budget
Unfortunately, we made no progress on the 

largest outstanding issue, the state’s biennial 
budget. Gov. McAuliffe continues to demand 
the House agree to his Obamacare Medicaid 
expansion before he will let the rest of the 
budget pass.

Passing the state budget is the assembly’s 
most important obligation. The budget directs 
funding for local governments, schools, teach-
ers, roads, law enforcement, colleges and uni-
versities.

Without a budget, it is difficult for localities 

to set their spending plans for the upcoming 
year and Virginia’s AAA bond rating could be 
put in jeopardy.  

Unfortunately, this year we were unable to 
reach an agreement on this critically impor-
tant task due to one issue: Medicaid expansion 
under the Affordable Care Act, often called 
Obamacare. 
Medicaid expansion

I recognize that good people from both par-
ties can disagree on an issue as complex and 
conflict-ridden as Obamacare. Whether or not 
to expand Medicaid is a vigorous and ongo-
ing debate. As a stand-alone issue, I strongly 
believe Medicaid should be reformed before 
we consider expansion because Medicaid is the 
fastest growing section of the state budget. 

Regardless of how any of us feel about Med-
icaid expansion or Obamacare, there is abso-
lutely no justification for delaying the entire 
state budget over a single issue, especially one 
as controversial as this. 

The House has offered a reasonable compro-
mise to end the impasse. We believe the best 
path forward is for the assembly to pass a clean 
budget and then we can return to Richmond at 
another time to continue the debate over Med-
icaid expansion. 

Local governments, school boards, local 
elected leaders and Virginia’s business commu-
nity agree this is the best path forward. Over 

who represent over 4 million Virginians have 
passed resolutions or sent letters to the gover-
nor calling on him to decouple the debate over 
Medicaid expansion from budget deliberations. 

When the assembly adjourned, budget nego-
tiators were very close to an agreement, except 
for the issue of Medicaid expansion. In fact, 
without Medicaid expansion, the House and 
Senate budget bottom lines were 99.9%  in 
agreement. 

Republicans and Democrats disagree on 
Obamacare. That’s not likely to change. How-
ever, we agree on funding for our schools, 
teachers, roads and local governments. We 
cannot and should not let our disagreements 
stop us from moving forward in the areas where 
we agree.

YOUR LETTERS

“Puttin’ on The Ritz,” Lin-
da’s School of Dance’s latest 
production last Saturday at 
Northumberland High School, 
was her best yet.

Beautiful costumes, superb 
choreography and lots and 
lots of smiles made for a most 
entertaining afternoon.

She even got the dads on 
stage. Parents as well as the 
students should be very proud 
to be a part of Linda’s team.

I look forward to seeing 
many of Linda’s fine group on 
September 20 in the Kilmar-
nock Museum’s Dance Extrav-
aganza Show.

Carroll Ashburn,
Kilmarnock

Linda does it again

I normally do not respond to 
frivolous attacks from people 
outside of the town limits, but 
in last week’s paper there was 
an individual from the D.C. 
area who seemed to know more 
about our town, from a past 
residency, than most people on 
council.

After reading the letter, I felt 
I needed to find out why this 
person was so intent on derog-
atory comments, false com-
ments and questions attacking 
my character.

When I Googled this person, 
I found it was the daughter of 
councilwoman Rebecca Nunn 
under her legal first name and 
married last name.

Words could not express 
a better example of what I 
have had to tolerate with Mrs. 
Nunn’s constant attacks and 
now her family members 
trying to add validity to her 
attacks while their identity is 
unbeknown to most voters and 
citizens.

I have run a clean and 
unquestionable campaign and 
my full attention is on helping 
our town citizens and busi-
nesses be the best they can be, 
rather than taking part in these 
shenanigans.

Also, to set the record 
straight, I was never against 
funding RCC to come to 
Kilmarnock. As citizens, you 
paid county taxes that funded 
the college here for $80,000, 
then another $80,000 as town 
taxpayers.

I only felt that, with the 
county having a much larger 
budget than Kilmarnock, our 
town taxpayers’ contribution 
should have been smaller and 
more relative to the size of our 
budget.

Mayor Raymond C. Booth Jr.,
Kilmarnock

Mayor responds 
to accusations

In two recent letters, one 
from an employee of Raymond 
Booth, the writers railed about 
my vote to purchase the new 
Town Hall.

This was a one-time invest-
ment for the town to move from 
a building purchased as a tem-
porary headquarters 20 years 
ago. The roof leaked; the heat-

Council and 
mayor approved 
negotiations

ing system was touch and go; 
the floor was rotted out in the 
police building; and one could 
smell the mold from the wet 
carpets.

The negotiations and the 
negotiating committee were 
approved by the entire council, 
including the mayor, with $1.2 
million set aside to purchase 
two buildings on Main Street.

We purchased one building 

established there was more than 
adequate parking at 1 North 
Main Street. Nothing was done 
behind closed doors. The mayor 
was aware of everything.

I’m proud of my vote to pur-
chase a beautiful building that 
makes a statement about our 
pride in our town in the heart of 
the Steptoe’s District, a definite 
boon to business and economic 
development.

I ask you for two things. First, 
do not be misled by false alle-
gations, and secondly, I ask for 
your support and your vote on 
May 6. I will always do what’s 
best for our town.

Mae Umphlett,
Kilmarnock

I am in favor of having public 
access to the beautiful waters of 
Lancaster County for our citi-
zens.

We should have a fishing pier 
so that more of our citizens can 
take advantage of this experience. 
Every time the subject comes up 
we hear the same song and verse 
only performed by a different 
choir: The habitat of wildlife will 
be destroyed; the ecosystem will 
be damaged; the neighborhood 
will be changed forever. In other 
words, “Not in my backyard,” is 
the order of the day.

Is there really such a thing as 
for the good of the whole? Does 
the benefit for the county trump 
individual citizen’s rights in 
things such as public access and 
gun control?

I don’t profess to know the 
answers and I can really under-
stand the ‘nimby’ cry about 
public access. The truth of the 
matter is very few people would 
welcome such a change.

It is just difficult for me to 
understand how our sister coun-
ties in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula have managed 
to find solutions. Are our citizens 
less deserving? Are our elected 
officials less willing? If this site is 
not doable, are we willing to put 
our money up and buy a suitable 
place?

I don’t think we are a poor 
county. Yes, we have some folks 
who are not doing well, but we 
have a lot who are doing exceed-
ingly well. Please understand, this 
discussion is not for me.

This is about the citizens in our 
county who have never shared 
what we have taken for granted, 
the resources to enjoy our water-
ways.

Lancaster County has long-
standing customs and traditions 
that are supported by popular 
opinion and accepted about our 
waterways. We must change.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Time to change 
water access ways

It’s election time for those 
of us fortunate enough to live 
within an incorporated town.

Unfortunately, many folks 
don’t bother with going to the 
polls in local elections. 

Folks seem to make more of 
an effort to cast a ballot in the 
elections for higher offices.

This ill-fated trait of human 
nature I find baffling. 

Locally, your voice carries 
more weight. Among hundreds it 
is more likely to be heard. As one 
of hundreds, your vote counts 
more towards influencing the 
outcome of an election, as well 
as the decision-making process 
for those once elected.

Local elected officials can 
be held to a higher degree of 
accountability because they 
encounter their constituents up 
close and personal every day, 
everywhere .

It’s time we pick up the slack 
and increase the turnout.

But don’t let me mislead you.
By this point, you are regis-

tered to vote in the May 6 elec-
tion, you know where your poll-
ing place is and you plan to set 
aside some time during the day 
to visit the polls.

In the town council election, 
you may have the opportunity to 
vote for more than one person. 
However, by choice you may 
vote for fewer. You can cast a 
vote for only one or two candi-
dates. 

If the others are deemed 
unworthy to represent your inter-
ests on council, don’t vote for 
them. That vote for someone you 
don’t believe in might dilute the 
vote you just cast for someone 
you really want on council.

Don’t jeopardize a good vote 
by casting a bad one.

Beware of candidates who:

face at the polls. 

during the campaign season to 
inform you of their position and 
instead use this time and their 
resources to misrepresent others, 
or themselves.

friends, acquaintances and 
employees to plant information 
disrespectful of others.

unpopular decisions.

couldn’t resolve to their satisfac-
tion then and won’t be able to in 
the future.

lowering taxes, or improving 
services, if they can’t produce 
realistic plans for achieving these 
goals.

ignore responding to your ques-
tions. If they aren’t responsive to 
your concerns now, they won’t 
be in the future.

words conflict with their deeds.

Don’t forget to vote...if you 
haven’t crossed all the candidates 
off your list by now.
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Re-Elect Raymond C. Booth, Jr.
Mayor Town of Kilmarnock

As Mayor, I will oppose:

  and consultant fees

As Mayor I will support:

  5% to 3%

KILMARNOCK VOTER ALERT
   In the past four years, Mayor Booth has brought no sugges-
tions to the town council for consideration or action. Suddenly, in 
a election cycle, he’s suggesting ideas that will cost Kilmarnock 
residents major tax increases!
   He has suggested the town take over homeowners’ sewer 
line repairs from their houses to the town’s street connection. 
Most of these residential lines were put in over 65 years ago and 

failed sewer line on homeowners’ property, where will this added 
expense come from?? That’s right, higher rates or taxes! Your 
pocket!!
   Mayor Booth, as stated in his ad last week, is also proposing 
lowering the meals tax by 2%. This would lower the the town’s 
revenue by approximately $200,000 per year. 75% of the meals 
tax come from people who don’t live in town. If this revenue is 
cut, it would have to be made up elsewhere to sustain the town’s 
budget. That’s right, higher taxes for town residents!!
   False allegations have continually been made about the 
purchase of our new town hall. It WAS NOT done behind closed 
doors. Mayor Booth and the entire council unanimously agreed 
to allocate $1.2 million to purchase two pieces of property 
on Main Street for a new town hall. The council appointed a 
committee: Town Manager Tom Saunders, Town Attorney Chris 
Stamm, and Council Members: Straughan, Nunn, and myself. 
We saved the town over $500,000 by buying only one piece. We 
were given complete autonomy to negotiate this investment. The 
purchase was a one-time investment for the town. Mayor Booth 
was completely AWARE of all this at all times. 
   Don’t be misled by false allegations and promises that cannot 
be kept!
   VOTE UMPHLETT, GRAVATT, AND ALLEN FOR KNOWL-
EDGEABLE, TRUTHFUL, AND FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE 
GOVERNMENT ON MAY 6.

Paid for by: Emerson Gravatt, Candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council

Shawn Donahue
37 East Church Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

The only Kilmarnock business owner running for Town Council.

Independent with Proven Leadership.

Track record of protectying, restoring and planned growth in Kilmarnock.

VOTE MAY 6, 2014
CALL ME ANYTIME AT 761-5520
Or stop by for coffee at the Kilmarnock Inn

While most Americans 
remain oblivious to the stran-
gulation of one of our most 
fiercely independent and pro-
ductive citizens, the American 
rancher, the recent news cycle 
sputtered out incomprehensi-
ble sound bites about Nevadan 
rancher Cliven Bundy.

Under the guise of confis-
cating/stealing Mr. Bundy’s 
cattle because of unpaid “graz-
ing fees” and/or protecting an 
endangered species, the desert 
tortoise, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) sent hun-
dreds of heavily armed agents 
to steal Bundy’s cattle and have 
them transported out of state 
for slaughter. 

Providentially, thousands 
of fed up Americans were 
made aware of their plight 
and showed up in response. 
In a death-defying stand-off 
that could have turned into a 
horrific blood bath, the BLM 
packed up and left. 

As Paul Harvey would say, 
“Now, for the rest of the story.”

From INFOWARS: “The 
Bureau of Land Management, 
whose director was Sen. Harry 
Reid’s (D-Nev.) former senior 
advisor, has purged docu-
ments from its web site stating 
that the agency wants Nevada 
rancher Cliven Bundy’s cattle 
off of the land his family has 
worked for over 140 years in 
order to make way for solar 
panel power stations.” 

In a nutshell, a sitting sena-
tor and his lobbyist son Rory 
conspired to defraud a man of 
his ancestral lands by unleash-
ing a fully militarized force 
under the direction of his 
crony former senior advisor 
now heading the BLM to turn 
it over to China, a communist 
country. 

This is not about “endan-
gered” turtles or grazing fees. 

The rest 
of the story

Do you remember?
This 1955 photo shows Standard Motor Company, a 
Plymouth auto dealership operated by Harry Beane, 
on Main Street in Kilmarnock. The storefront in recent 
years housed the Doll Shop. It is now home to Specials 
Bakery and Wine Shop, said Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a 
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

This is about treason, sedi-
tion, extortion. This is about 
attempted murder. Although 
the BLM was forced to back 
down due to the unrelenting 
courage of Americans who 
were prepared to draw a line 
in the proverbial sand and die 
with their “boots on,” Sen. 
Reid has promised/threatened 
“It is not over.” 

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

I support the Northumber-
land County Planning Com-
mission’s work on clear and fair 
definitions between the tourist 
home and vacation home cat-
egories. As a vacation home 
owner, I support the previously 
noted guest safety and neigh-
borhood care conditions with 
“by right” authorization.

The addition and clarifica-
tion of the vacation home rental 
is a positive impact to small 
business growth, tourism and 
the Northern Neck economy. 
I was pleased to learn of Mrs. 
Wilkins’ and Mr. Shirley’s new 
commission appointments, as 
my familiarity of both with 
respect to their community 
leadership and contribution 
will bring further knowledge 
and insight into the needs of our 
citizens, businesses and guests.

Although I am unable to 

trust the commission will 
also consider that vacation 
home guests sign a single lease 
per rental period that covers the 
capacity of the individuals, and 
define the dwelling as a private 
residence or dwelling. 

These finer distinctions moti-
vate owners to provide excel-
lent guest service and property 
upkeep and guests to comply 
with the lease rules and care for 
the home and neighborhood.

Kristine Stables, 
Reedville

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

At the April 24 meeting of 
the Lancaster board of super-
visors, the Dymer Creek Envi-
ronmental Preservation Asso-

citizens have signed a petition 
opposing the proposed boat 
ramp at Simmons Cove.

This petition represents 
33.1% of the voting public 
(4,601) in the last general elec-
tion or 17.6% of the citizens 
registered (8,633) to vote in 
Lancaster County. 

It is extremely impressive 
that citizens overwhelmingly 
believe this is a bad location 
for a boat ramp. In addition, 
citizens also believed that this 
project would be a very bad 

Petition carries
1,522 signatures

investment. Please remember, 
this project is now budgeted to 

to be going up all the time. 
The county has agreed to 

maintain this ramp for the next 
20 years. Due to the need for 
re-dredging, over the next 20 
years the channel will most 
likely need to be re-dredged 
every four years. 

Re-dredging costs and other 
incidental costs could add 
another $300,000 resulting in a 

before the county‘s agreement 
to maintain the ramp expires.

There are alternatives and 
approaches that are substan-
tially more cost effect now and 
in the future. 

Mickey Kendrick,
White Stone

District 99 Del. Marga-
ret B. Ransone recently was 
appointed by House Speaker 
William J. Howell to the Ches-
apeake Bay Commission.

“Working directly in the 
bay I have seen the decline 
and rebound of the ecosys-
tem. Most importantly, during 
this period I created working 
relationships with fishery man-
agers, scientists, and leaders 
throughout the bay region,” 
said Del. Ransone  

“Over the years I have com-
mitted myself to long-term bay 
restoration that includes rea-
sonable and effective environ-
mental goals, but also estab-
lishes replenishment goals of 
the bay’s valuable resources,” 
she said.

Del. Ransone serves on the 
agriculture, Chesapeake and 
natural resources committee.

The Chesapeake Bay Com-
mission is a tri-state commis-
sion which advises the legisla-

Del. Ransone is appointed to  
Chesapeake Bay Commission

tures in Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania in cooperatively 
managing the Chesapeake Bay.

The Middlesex County 
Republican Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 
8, at the Cooks Corner Office 
Complex, 2911 General Puller 
Highway, Cooks Corner.

First District Republican 
chairman Eric Herr will speak 
on the structure of the Republi-
can party in Virginia, reported 
Gordon White. Herr will dis-
cuss how Middlesex Republi-
cans can work within the First 
District organization and the 
Republican Party of Virginia to 
elect Republicans this fall.

County chairman Patty 
Wheeler urges all Middlesex 
Republicans to attend and to 
bring neighbors.

First District GOP
chairman to visit
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VOTE
FOR

EMERSON GRAVATT
KILMARNOCK TOWN COUNCIL

MAY 6, 2014

Vote for Experience, Dedication, a Civic Leader

And Economic Development

Authorized and paid for by Gravatt for Town Council

VOTE James G. Evans, Sr.
For Kilmarnock Town Council

Resume building sidewalks for our neighborhoods

Street lights for our communities where needed

Organize plan to replace aging sewer lines

Keep taxes the same

Keep water rates from increasing

Spend taxpayer money more wisely

Paid for by the candidate

Compiled by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
White Stone voters on May 

6 will elect a new mayor and at 
least two town council mem-
bers. Two unopposed candi-
dates, both incumbents, are 
seeking two of three council 
seats up for election. No one 
declared for the third seat and 
if a write-in candidate is not 
elected, council can appoint 
someone to serve until the 
next election.

The mayoral candidate is:
Randy Reeves of 142 

Sawmill Road. Reeves is the 
only candidate running for 
mayor. Current mayor Lloyd 
B. Hubbard is not seeking re-
election. 

Reeves is a lifetime resident 
of White Stone and has served 
on town council for 32 years. 
He also served for 12 years 
as the town’s zoning admin-
istrator. Reeves has man-

Randy Reeves Stanley J. “Joe” Sliakis Irving Brittingham

White Stone votes: Meet the candidates
aged Rappahannock Concrete 
Corporation in White Stone 
for 10 years and prior to that 
owned and operated Reeves 
Readymix Concrete, which 
merged with Rappahannock 
Concrete. He is a member of 
White Stone Baptist Church 
and a 30-year member of the 
White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department. Reeves is mar-
ried to Linda and they have 
three children.

Unopposed candidates for 
council are:

Stanley J. “Joe” Slia-
kis of 666 Chesapeake Drive. 
Sliakis is seeking his second 
term on council. Sliakis is 
a retired meat cutter who 
worked at various grocery 
chains and finally ended his 
60-year career as the meat 
manager at Tri-Star Supermar-
ket in Kilmarnock.

A U.S. Air Force veteran, 
Sliakis volunteered with 

the Lancaster County Little 
League for 12 years and 
served as president of the 
White Stone Lions Club when 
it was in existence.

He has been married to his 

they have two daughters and 
two grandchildren. He attends 
White Stone Baptist Church. 

Irving Brittingham of 
-

tingham retired from the U.S. 
Navy after 20 years of service 
from 1987 to 2007. He decided 
to stay in a uniform and joined 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office as a deputy in June 2007, 
where he is still employed.

An American Legion-
naire and trustee and usher at 
Sharon Baptist Church, Brit-
tingham has been married to 
his wife, Ann, for 26 years. He 
was first elected to council in 
2010 and is seeking his second 
four-year term.

Northumberland County Democratic Party 
chairman Dr. Frank Kober recently announced 
all First District registered voters are eligible to 
serve as a delegate to the district caucus from 
1 to 4 p.m. June 7, at Walker-Grant Middle 
School, 100 Learning Lane, Fredericksburg.

Four delegates and two alternates to the dis-
trict caucus will be selected at a county-wide 
caucus at noon, May 17, at the Northumberland 

Public Library, 7204 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville, said Kober.

To be considered, a nominating form/declara-

May 12 to Dr. Frank Kober, chairman, Nor-
thumberland Democratic Party, 1701 Browns 
Store Road, Heathsville, VA 22473.

For a nominating form, contact Kober at 

Northumberland Democrats 
to select caucus delegates May 17

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. May 13 at 
the Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club, 3989 White Chapel Road, 
Lively. Lancaster school board 
chairman Dr. Bob Westbrook 
will speak.

His topic, according to presi-
dent Edgar Doleman, will be 
the composite index formula for 
determining what percentage of 

the public school budget should 
be borne by the county and what 
percentage by the state.

Peculiar features in the cur-
rent formula burdens certain 
relatively low-income counties 
like Lancaster and Northumber-
land with a percentage burden 
almost equal to that of very 
wealthy counties, said Dole-
man.

Dr. Westbrook to discuss 
school funding formula

Rappahannock 
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The Virginia Chapter of 
the Sierra Club recently rec-
ognized nine legislators who 
have distinguished themselves 
in the 2014 General Assembly 
Session as patrons of environ-
mental bills.

“The Sierra Club gives 
credit where credit is due. This 
year, nine members of the 
General Assembly have stood 
apart by leading on issues 
where bipartisan cooperation 
has resulted in victories for 
the environment. In particular, 
our progress on transforming 
the market for clean, renew-

able solar power made major 
gains this Session.” said leg-
islative coordinator Corrina 
Beall.

District 28 Sen. Richard 
Stuart of Montross was recog-
nized for his leadership as the 
first member to submit a bill 
to protect the Eastern Ground-
water Management Area from 
the impacts of hydraulic frac-
turing, also known as frack-
ing. 

Sen. Bill 48 would have 
directed the Department of 
Environmental Quality to 
develop hydraulic fracturing 

regulations for the Tidewater 
region, said Beall. Currently, 
there are no regulations in 
place to protect surface and 
groundwater from the impacts 
of gas drilling. 

Others recognized include 
District 2 Sen. Mamie Locke 
of Hampton, District 24 Sen. 
Emmett Hanger of Mount 
Solon, District 34 Sen. Chip 
Petersen of Fairfax,  District 
37 Sen. David Marsden of 
Burke, District 21 Del. Ron 
Villanueva of Virginia Beach 
and District 38 Del. Kaye 
Kory of Falls Church.

Sierra Club recognizes 9 legislators

Many gardeners have 
already begun working 

on their 2014 garden plans: 
buying seeds, starting plants 
indoors to be transplanted 
into their gardens later, 
cleaning gardening tools, 
and taking an inventory of 
supplies on hand or needed 
to be purchased.

There is another task that 
should be on gardeners’ list 
of things to do: preparing for 
the battle against weeds in 
lawns, orchards, flower beds 
and vegetable gardens.

A weed can be simply 
defined as “a plant out of 
place.” Weeds in lawns dis-
rupt the uniformity of the 
appearance of turf grasses. 
Weeds in orchards, flower 
beds and vegetable gardens 
compete with desired plants 
for food, water and light. 
Some are native plants that 
provide habitat and food 
for beneficial insects, such 
as common milkweed, 
which is a host for monarch 
butterflies, but others are 
non-native plants that have 
become invasive, like Ber-
muda grass and chickweed.

Weeds fall into two broad 
categories, annual and peren-
nial. Gardeners should learn 
how to identify weeds in 
order to know how most 
effectively to combat them 
without harming desired 
plants, animals or the envi-
ronment. For example, 
spring is a great time to 
eradicate broadleaf perennial 
weeds like dandelions, Ber-
muda grass, and quackgrass, 
while fall is the best time to 
attack annual weeds such as 
henbit, common chickweed, 
and dead nettle. In addition 
to knowing when to fight 
weeds, knowing the iden-
tity of the weed guides how 
to deal with them. A good 
guide to weed identification 
can be found at http://oak.
ppws.vt.edu/weedindex.htm. 

Virginia Tech also has spe-
cific publications for weed 
control in lawns, home fruit 
plantings, ornamental beds 
and vegetable gardens.

Weed control methods 
include cultural practices 
such as tilling, hoeing, hand 
weeding,  mulching, and 
close spacing of plants. 
Chemical control methods 
can also be effective, such 
as using herbicides or pre-
emergence weed preventers. 
The choice of which method 
will be most effective 
depends on knowing what 
the weed is and understand-
ing its life cycle. Especially 
important when choosing 
and using an herbicide or 
weed preventer is reading 
the label and following its 
instructions to the letter. 
Otherwise, the chemicals 
may damage or endanger 
other plants, animals (includ-
ing humans), or the environ-
ment. See the Virginia Tech 
publication “Pest Manage-
ment Guide: Home Grounds 
and Animals, 2014” Number 

herbicide recommendations.
Controlling weeds in gar-

dens is a year-long activity 
that many gardeners dread. 
Nevertheless, even hand 
weeding, if done on a cool 
morning a day or two after a 
rain, when the soil is moist 
but not wet, can be a pleas-
ant experience. Getting up 
close and personal with the 
living soil and viewing the 
results of the work done can 
bring a great deal of satisfac-
tion.

Bonnie Wilson is a 
member of the Northern 
Neck Mater Gardeners com-
munications committee. 
Virginia Master Gardeners 
are volunteer educators 
who work within their com-
munities to encourage and 
promote environmentally 
sound horticulture practices 
through sustainable land-
scape management educa-
tion and training.  As an 

Controlling plants out of place
by Bonnie Wilson, 
Master Gardener volunteer

educational program of Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension, 
VMGs bring the resources 
of Virginia’s land-grant uni-
versities, Virginia Tech and 
Virginia State University, to 
the people of the Common-
wealth.  
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Come Celebrate with us

You and a guest are invited to the 

Riverside Tappahannock Hospital 50th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, May 3rd  1-3 p.m.
Riverside Tappahannock Hospital  

618 Hospital Road, Tappahannock, VA 22560

Where a community and its hospital come together

Tours  |  Refreshments  |  Casual Dress  |  Program starts at 1:15 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Congressman Rob Wittman 

RSVP Call 804-443-6175 or visit www.riversideonline.com/celebration.

VOTE 
Michelle M. Lybarger

For Irvington Town Council 
May 6th

Running with

Record of Community Service

Love of the Town of Irvington

Concern for the welfare 
of Irvington citizens and businesses

Authorized and paid for by Michelle Lybarger for Town Council

May is National Stroke Awareness Month. To 
help the community better understand the com-
ponents of a stroke, a leading cause of death and 
serious long-term disability in the U.S., Rappa-
hannock General Hospital will provide stroke 
information to the community throughout the 
month to promote awareness and education. 

“When it comes to stroke, time is brain,” said 
emergency department nurse and stroke coordi-
nator Vicki Hogge. “The earlier a stroke is rec-
ognized and the patient receives medical atten-
tion, the greater chance of recovery.”

Stroke occurs when a blood vessel carrying 
oxygen and vital nutrients to the brain is either 
blocked by a clot or ruptures. When this occurs, 
part of the brain is deprived of blood and 
oxygen, destroying millions of valuable nerve 
cells within minutes.

Stroke care has been a big initiative for the 
staff at RGH, having recently achieved Advanced 
Certification for Primary Stroke Centers from 
The Joint Commission. This award signifies an 
organization’s dedication to fostering better out-
comes to stroke patients, and that RGH’s pro-
gram meets critical elements of performance to 
achieve long-term success for these patients.

 “In addition to our Joint Commission 
accreditation, the Primary Stroke Center Cer-
tification has given us the opportunity to high-
light the exceptional stroke care we provide for 
our patients, and help us improve care overall 
for our community,” said president and chief 
executive officer James M. Holmes Jr.

In addition to the regular monthly blood 
pressure screenings, RGH will conduct free 
cholesterol screenings from 9 to 11 a.m. 

YMCA, 39 William B. Graham Court, Kilmar-
nock. 

“High cholesterol or plaque buildup in the 
arteries can block normal blood flow to the 
brain and cause a stroke,” said Hogge.  “High 
cholesterol may also increase  the risk of heart 
disease and atherosclerosis, which are both 
risk factors for stroke.” Screenings are free and 
open to the public. 

 “If you suspect a stroke, remember the word 
FAST – F-A-S-T,” said Hogge. “F is for face—
is your face dropping? A is for arms—can you 
lift both arms? S is for speech—are you slurring 
your words and T is for time, call 911 immedi-
ately because remember—time is brain.”

Higher retail prices for sev-
eral food items used to prepare 
breakfast, including bacon, eggs 
and bread, resulted in a slight 
increase in the American Farm 
Bureau’s most recent Semi-
Annual Marketbasket Survey.

Findings of the informal 
survey show the average total 
cost of 16 food items that can 
be used to prepare one or more 

survey conducted a year ago.

our survey tracks closely with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

inflation for 2014,” said deputy 
chief economist John Anderson.

Items showing retail price 
increases from a year ago 
included bacon, up 12% to 
$4.80 per pound; ground chuck, 
up 10% to $4.10 per pound; 
white bread, up 10% to $1.81 
for a 20-ounce loaf; sirloin tip 

eggs, up 8% to $1.98 per dozen; 
whole milk, up 6% to $3.68 per 
gallon; chicken breasts, up 6% 

toasted oat cereal, up less than 
1% to $2.93 for a 9-ounce box; 
and Russet potatoes, up less 
than one-half of 1%to $2.70 for 

The following items showed 
modest retail price decreases: 
bagged salad, down 4% to $2.61 
per pound; deli ham, down 3% 

for a 32-ounce bottle; and orange 
juice, down 1% to $3.24 per 
half-gallon. Shredded Cheddar 
cheese remained the same in 
price compared to a year ago, at 
$4.47 per pound.

The year-to-year direction of 
the marketbasket survey tracks 
closely with the federal govern-

ment’s Consumer Price Index 
report for food eaten at home. 
As retail grocery prices have 
increased gradually over time, 
the share of the average con-
sumer food dollar that America’s 
farm and ranch families receive 
has dropped.

“Through the mid-1970s, 
farmers received about one-
third of consumer retail food 
expenditures for food eaten at 
home and away from home, on 
average. Since then, that figure 
has decreased steadily and is 
now about 16%, according to 
the Agriculture Department’s 
revised Food Dollar Series,” 
Anderson said.

Using the “food at home and 
away from home” percentage 
across-the-board, the farmer’s 

-

shoppers in 27 states partici-
pated in the survey, conducted in 
March.

RGH promotes National 
Stroke Awareness Month

Grocery survey: Americans pay more for breakfast


