Rappahannock Record

The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

75¢

Thursday, April 24, 2014

Volume 97 No. 28

www.rrecord.com

$2.4 million capital
improvement plan clears
planning commission
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Following a short
public hearing with no public comments, planners last week voted
unanimously to advance to the board
of supervisors a proposed 2015-19
capital improvement budget totaling $2,478,529, including proposed
expenditures of $793,260 for 201415.
Chairman David Jones made the
motion to forward the recommendations to supervisors, which passed on
a 6-0 vote. District 2 member Glenn
Pinn did not attend the meeting.
District 1 member Bob Smart
made the only comment on the CIP,
saying the school district would like
to bring the alternative school back to
Lancaster because there are no openings at the regional school in Warsaw.
However, the school board moved the
item down its list of CIP priorities.
“The Alternative School is still in a
state of ﬂux,” he said. “We are nego-

tiating with the Boys and Girls Club
for use of their facility and looking
at the possibility of moving it to the
library, but that’s still a year off.”
A request of $30,000 from Lancaster schools to install a handicap
accessible bathroom and shower at
the middle school tops the list for the
ﬁscal year effective July 1, 2014, followed by an $85,000 request from the
sheriff’s department for two dispatch
radio consoles for 911 operators.
A leaky roof at the county administrative building resulted in an $80,000
request and the schools seek an additional $89,000 to replace an aging
school bus. Bus replacement came
off the schools’ operating budget and
will appear on the CIP budget every
year.
Another $189,500 is requested
for construction of a proposed
public boat launch at Simmons Cove
on Dymer Creek, and $42,000 is Churchgoers at historic White Marsh Church gather in the predawn chill for an Easter sunrise service

Church before dawn

CIP, continued on page A2

Sunday, April 20. The Rev. Wesley Hall led the service. Several area churches held similar celebrations.
Photo by Renss Greene

Superintendent finalists
will participate in forum
by Audrey Thomasson

From left, Carolyn Frisby, Yvonne Thompson, Faye Nickens and
Christina Henderson serve up dinners at the Willie Chapel Baptist
Church soup kitchen.

Two soup kitchens now
serving the community
by Renss Greene

T

he hungry and needy in Kilmarnock have another place to turn.
Willie Chapel and Calvary Baptist churches are now preparing and
serving dinners on Tuesdays to help the hungry and children at the Boys and
Girls Club of the Northern Neck. Meals are served at the churches and sent to
the Boys and Girls Club.
“Right now, with the way the economy and things are going, you have a lot
of people that just don’t have food or they don’t have things,” said Christina
Henderson, the event coordinator for Willie Chapel. “A lot of people don’t
think that in this area that it’s so, but it is possible. The thing about it is, just
getting the word out there, letting people
know that we are here and willing to help
Donations
them.”
Donations of money or
The churches began serving in February. In addition to welcoming visitors to food can be sent to:
s 7ILLIE #HAPEL  -ERRY
the kitchens, each week the churches send
Point
Road, Lancaster, Wildozens of bagged lunches to the Boys and
lieChapel.com. Team captain:
Girls Club.
“Kids get out of school around three Christina Henderson, 462o’clock, and sometimes you’ve got work- 5500.
s #ALVARY "APTIST #HURCH
ing parents who don’t get off until about
490
East Church Street,
six or seven,” Henderson said. “So those
kids haven’t had anything to eat. The Boys Kilmarnock, CBC490.org.
and Girls Club does provide, but it’s just Team captain: LaVetta Veney,
our way of giving back to the community 435-1052.
and just helping out the Boys and Girls
Club.”
In the future, the churches hope to expand their ministry to provide for
young mothers, she said.
Willie Chapel serves meals from 4 to 7 p.m. on the ﬁrst and third Tuesday of
each month. They alternate with Calvary Baptist in Kilmarnock, which serves
on the second and fourth Tuesday from 4 to 7 p.m..
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KILMARNOCK—Two ﬁnal candidates for superintendent of Lancaster schools will meet the public and
answer questions in a forum at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, May 1, at the Lancaster
Middle School Theater, 191 School
Street, Kilmarnock.
The candidates are Jack McKinley,
EdS, a principal at Belle Heth Elementary School in Radford and Steven
Parker, a principal at Cedar Lee Middle
School in Bealeton.

McKinley
McKinley is a graduate of Brigham
Young University with a degree in
Spanish. He received his teaching certiﬁcation in Spanish, English and English as a second language from California State University in San Marcos, a
master’s in educational leadership from
Radford University, and educational
specialist degree from Liberty University.
McKinley has an administration
and supervision license in PreK-12
for Spanish, English and English as
second language. He will complete his
doctorate degree at Liberty University
in August.
He has served as an elementary
school principal for nine years, high
school assistant principal for one year,
director of career and technical educa-

tion for one year, and taught Spanish,
English and English as a second language for ﬁve years.
The McKinleys have three boys and
a daughter, ages one to 15. During the
interview process, he and his family
stayed in the area for a few days and
said they felt an immediate connection.
“We’re excited about the prospect,” he
said.

Parker
Parker is a graduate of the U.S.
Military Academy with a bachelor’s
in national security/public affairs. He
has a master’s in business administration from Florida Tech and a master’s
in educational leadership from George
Mason University where he is currently
working on his doctorate in education.
After retiring from the army in 1994,
Parker began teaching as a long-term
special education substitute, going on
to teach middle school math and world
history for ﬁve years before becoming
a high school assistant principal. He
returned to the middle school level for
two years as assistant principal and is in
his ninth year as the principal at Cedar
Lee Middle School.
Parker was named Outstanding
Middle School Principal for 2013 by
the Virginia Association of Secondary
School Principals and was named the
2013 Washington Post Distinguished
Educational Leadership Award recipi-

ent for Fauquier County.
Parker is the father of ﬁve children,
ages 14 to 26, and is a former high
school football coach whose Culpepper County High School team won the
1999 state championship. He continues to coach youth wrestling, baseball,
football and softball.
His family has made many visits to
the area to visit his in-laws, the late
David and Barbara Mathews of White
Stone. The family stayed in Lancaster
Easter weekend and walked around
the community speaking with citizens
about the school system, he said.

Public forum
The forum is a sanctioned event of
the Lancaster school board and is being
held to elicit public input in the selection process.
“Separately, each candidate will
address the forum and respond to questions,” said Bill Chapman, forum organizer and head of Lancaster Citizens
for Education (LCFE), which is hosting the event for the school board.
“Community participants will be
given the opportunity to evaluate the
candidates and this feedback will be
collected and shared with the school
board,” said Chapman. “Community
feedback will be a valuable resource
as the school board makes its ﬁnal
selection, but not the sole deciding
factor.”

Kilmarnock council fills vacant seat
by Renss Greene

KILMARNOCK—The town council ﬁlled a vacancy Monday night.
By a 5-0 vote, council appointed
retired Navy Capt. Michael Sutherland to ﬁll the seat vacated by Howard
Straughan’s early departure due to
health reasons.
The administration and ﬁnance
committee recommended Sutherland’s application over one other
applicant, Otis Polk Sr.
“When the citizenry elects a council member, the rest of the council
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has nothing to say about it,” said
council member and committee
chair Rebecca Nunn. “They may be
qualiﬁed or unqualiﬁed. They have
been elected by the people. But as a
council, we have a responsibility to
appoint the person that we feel is the
most qualiﬁed, and in this case three
of us agree.”
According to his application to the
town, Sutherland left the Navy as a
captain in 1990 after 24 years in the
Supply Corps, culminating in his work
as commanding ofﬁcer of the Navy
Regional Finance Center in Wash-
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ington, D.C. After leaving the Navy,
Sutherland worked in a variety of
ﬁnancial and consulting jobs, including several government and nonproﬁt
contracts. He retired to Kilmarnock in
2006.
“Mr. Sutherland’s resume reminded
me a lot of Howard Straughan, and I
think we need a mature, knowledgeable person that Howard brought to
the town council,” said councilman
and committee member Shawn Donahue. “I think Mr. Sutherland will give
us that same guidance that Howard
had when he was on the council.”
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Hoofing it up
at The Tides Inn
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A

s general manager of The Tides Inn,
Gordon Slatford has seen it all. Or so he
thought, until last week when events surpassed
even his experiences in the hospitality arena.
According to evening manager Bryant Noel,
a guest arrived at the front desk at 11 p.m. and
announced his wife was waiting at the front
door of the Irvington landmark with a horse.
“He was laughing, so I thought he was
joking...and intoxicated,” Noel said.
Noel opened the window shutter and looked
out. Sure enough, there was a woman with a
“big ol’ horse” looking back at him. “What are
you going to do with it?” he asked the guest.
“I might just ride it home,” the man replied.
The couple had been out for an evening walk
on the grounds of the inn when the horse met
up with them on the path and followed them
back.
“One does not wish to discriminate on our
pet-friendly policy,” said Slatford, who noted
the horse was perfectly content “chomping
down on the inn’s prize pansies.”
Equal rights for all pets aside, Noel tracked
down the horse’s rightful keepers.
“Trixie” was an overnight guest of Randy
and Tamara Stephens, of the inn’s founding
family.
“We were keeping Trixie overnight in our
old backyard paddock as a favor for friends,”
Randy explained. “Obviously, the paddock is
not working anymore. Trixie preferred the inn’s
accommodations—and food—over ours.”
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TAPPAHANNOCK—Due
to weather conditions last
week, the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT)
rescheduled an inspection of the
Downing Bridge on Route 360
for Wednesday, April 23, and
Thursday, April 24.
A single lane will be closed on
the bridge from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
during the inspection. Motorists
should expect brief travel delays.
The Downing Bridge crosses
the Rappahannock River, connecting Richmond and Essex
counties.

by Audrey Thomasson

Komen affiliate awards
grant to free health clinic
K I L M A R N O C K — Fo r
the fourth year in a row, the
Susan G. Komen Tidewater
Affiliate has awarded a grant
to the Northern Neck Free
Health Clinic to help pay for
mammogram costs.
The grant totals $43,150
and will cover costs the
clinic incurs in its mammogram referrals during the
May 1, 2014, to April 30,
2015, time period, reported
John Wilson.
The Komen Tidewater
Affiliate first approved
funding for the NNFHC
during the 2011-12 time
frame, said Wilson. This
latest grant brings the total
the affiliate has awarded
the clinic over the past four
years to $122,892.
The NNFHC’s Well-Woman
Clinic services include patient
education, screening mammograms when advised by the
volunteer gynecologists, and
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Council adopts new
comprehensive plan
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock Town Council on
April 21 unanimously passed
the revised comprehensive
plan, 5-0.
“It’s been a long time
coming to get to this point,
but we’re here,” said planning
and zoning director Marshall
Sebra.
The plan passed with only
a minor number corrections
and plaudits from both council and town staff.
“This is not just a reworked
comprehensive plan,” said
town manager Tom Saunders.
“A lot of thought has gone
into crafting it, and again
(planning commissioner) Ms.
Ann Towner and Mr. Sebra
get most of the credit. All of
the planning commission has
worked on it over a number of
years.
“It does the job that a comprehensive plan is supposed
to do, which is to guide our
collective decisions when
it comes to zoning and land
use and the direction of the
town,” Saunders said. “It has
my full endorsement.”
Sebra said the town saved
$30,000 by doing the plan in
house instead of contracting

diagnostic mammograms as
needed.
The NNFHC provides the
area’s uninsured and working poor with basic quality
health care. The service area
includes Lancaster, Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond and Westmoreland
counties.
Facilities
include
the
administrative headquarters,
medical and dental clinics
and pharmacy at 51 William
B. Graham Court, Kimarnock; an outreach clinic
at Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, 16340
Kings Highway, Montross;
an outreach clinic at Lower
United Methodist Church,
120 Lower Church Road,
Hartfield; and The Phyllis
F. Smith Building, housing
visiting dental and hygiene
students, as well as meeting
rooms, at 115 DMV Drive,
Kilmarnock.
continued from page A1
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CIP

requested by Emergency Management Services for a lifesupport response vehicle.
A request for $80,000 to
replace heating and cooling
units at the middle school will
complete phase four of a ﬁvephase project. The sheriff is
seeking $27,760 to replace the
roof over the sheriff’s ofﬁce
and jail.
A second school bus replacement at $89,000 is followed by
a $58,000 request for repairs
to the historic jail and clerk’s
ofﬁce (part of the Mary Ball
Washington Museum). Completing the list is a $25,000
county match required to
obtain a state grant of up to
$100,000 toward school security improvements.

River Market
Come & see Bruce
White Stone 435-1725

the work.
“If it wasn’t for Ann, it
wouldn’t have gotten done,”
Sebra said.
Councilman William Smith
asked if there were any areas
of economic development
where the council was falling short that came up during
work on the plan.
“We talked at length about
the light commercial area
that’s undeveloped essentially over by Irvington Road
and Harris Road,” Towner
responded.

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“10 Gourmet Burgers, Beer & Wine”
62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
804.577.4400
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VDOT holds hearing on Academic Lane intersection
by Renss Greene
LOTTSBURG—The turnout was sparse at the Virginia
Department of Transportation
public hearing at Northumberland High School on April 17.
The hearing addressed a
proposed improvement to the
intersection of Academic Lane
and Northumberland Highway.
According to information provided at the hearing, the project
would extend the existing left
turn lane on Northumberland
Highway and create a new left
turn lane. The estimated cost is
$1 million, from engineering to
construction.
“I think anything that will help
the trafﬁc situation is good,” said
Northumberland school superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates.
She said she gets stuck in trafﬁc
at the turn every morning.
“Right now we’re in the

design stage, so we basically
have a design, we’re posting it,
we’re getting comments on it,”
said VDOT public affairs manager Kelly Hannon. “At this
point, it is not funded for construction, so we don’t have a
construction schedule for it.”
Dale Landman of Heathsville said his daily travel “will
be better” with the proposed
changes.
William H. Dawson Jr.
expressed concerns the plan
“may slow truck trafﬁc in and
out of our business.”
Only one private landowner
would have to sell land for the
project. All other land affected is
owned by the county or schools.
VDOT will accept public
comments until April 28. The
plan can be found at VirginiaDOT.org under projects and VDOT engineer Dave Stecher explains part of the
studies for the Fredericksburg design for improved left turns onto Academic Lane from
region.
Northumberland Highway.
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SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported charges
against six individuals.

Felonies
Nathan C. Crockett, 18, of
the 3600 block of Morattico
Road, was charged April 14
with forcible sodomy, object
sexual penetration, and taking
indecent liberties with a child,
all felonies.
George A. Lee, 40, of Kathy
Drive was charged April 15
with grand larceny of an automobile and rape.
Chad P. McFarland, 32, of
the 8700 block of Mary Ball
Road was charged April 17
with a Gloucester County
charge of felony violation of a
protective order.

Misdemeanors
An Alfonso Road woman,
44, was charged April 14 with
public drunkenness.
A Windmill Point Road man,
57, was charged April 16 on a
Suffolk charge of failing to
answer civil interrogatories
and responding to a records
subpoena.
A Kathy Drive man, 40, was
charged April 17 with assault
and battery of a law enforcement ofﬁcer.

Activity Report

April 15: Pursuant to a
court order, staff accompanied
an individual to recover personal property in a domestic
protective order case; staff also
responded to an unusual noise/
possible prowler complaint on
Regina Road (complaint made
at 7:30 a.m. for incident that
happened between 1 and 6
a.m.), to a sexual assault call
in the White Stone area (arrest
reported above; no additional
information released in order
to protect the victim and due to
the nature of the investigation),
with Emergency Medical Services to a medical emergency
on Chesapeake Drive, and to
a larceny complaint on Fleets
Bay Road (related to the above
described court order).
April 16: Staff responded
to a mental health emergency
in the 18300 block of Mary
Ball Road, to a sexual assault
complaint (complaint was part
of a previous investigation; no
further information released in
order to protect the victim and
due to the nature of the investigation), to a disorderly conduct complaint at a Mollusk
area convenience store, and to
a suspicious vehicle/activity
complaint in the 18700 block
of Mary Ball Road; notiﬁed
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) of a motorist’s complaint of high water on
Old Salem Road; and received
a juvenile behavioral complaint from a Pinckardsville
Road resident.
April 17: Staff received
a complaint from a Weems
area resident about a possible
fraudulent ad in a metropolitan Richmond newspaper,
and a larceny report from a
Hodges Lane residence (2
small engines, 4 ft. light bar, 5
starters, Bushnell game tracking camera, aluminum gutter,
$355 loss); responded to the
Heritage Point area on a complaint of a possible rabid raccoon, with EMS to a medical
emergency on Ocran Road, to

a possible burglary on Deep
Harbor Lane (no criminal incident), and to a reported reckless/drunk driving complaint
in the area of Pinckardsville
Road; notiﬁed VDOT of a
downed stop sign at Irvington
and Christ Church roads; and
intercepted a reported reckless driver in the White Stone
area (subject reportedly struck
the railing while traversing the
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial
Bridge).
April 18: Staff received
a larceny report from a Balls
Neck Road resident (gasoline
and damages to a Cub Cadet
riding mower; $100 loss), and
a report of a runaway from
a Chesapeake Drive residence (12-year-old located
within 15 minutes of initial
report); and responded to an
abandoned vehicle complaint
on Buzzards Neck Road, to
Merry Point and Richtown
roads to assist Virginia State
Police (VSP) with the search
of a motor vehicle, and to a
noise violation complaint at
Lancaster.
April 19: Staff responded
to a suspicious person complaint in the 600 block of
Morattico Road, to a domestic disturbance in the 4700
block of River Road, and to
a trespass complaint in the
2900 block of Lara Road; and
received a walk-in complaint
for a protective order.
April 20: Staff responded
to a reckless driving complaint in the Ottoman area,
with VSP to a stolen vehicle
and trafﬁc crash complaint
in the area of Crystal Lane
(VSP handling the investigations), to a suspicious person
complaint in the area of
Mary Ball and Chases roads
(person walking in the area
for exercise), to a domestic
disturbance on Benson Road,
to a domestic disturbance in
the 12200 block of Mary Ball
Road, to a reckless driving
complaint in the 7800 block
of River Road, to an unusual
noises complaint in the area
of Chesapeake Trail, and to a
domestic disturbance on Ice
House Drive; and received
a hit-and-run damage report
from the Upper Lancaster
Ruritan Center (2 steel
doors and grounds damaged;
$1,000 loss); attempted to
intercept a reported reckless
driver entering the county
from Topping; and notiﬁed
VDOT of a motorist’s report
of large chunks of concrete
being a hazard on the Norris
Bridge.
April 21: Staff received a
larceny report from the school
board bus garage in Lively
(Echo leaf blower, Echo

weed eater, Stihl chain saw,
2 5-gallon gas cans, 10 gallons diesel fuel ; $890 loss);
checked on the well-being of
a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services
needed); received a motorist’s complaint of damage to
his windshield from excessive
loose gravel on River Road,
and a complaint of over-width
equipment forcing vehicles off
the roadway on Courthouse
Road; responded with VSP to
a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash
on Little Bay Road (driver
was attempting to avoid several deer in the highway), and
to a destruction of property
complaint in the 2100 block of
Taylors Creek Road.
Staff also conducted 11
trafﬁc stops, issued two
summonses, assisted three
motorists, reported four deer
strikes, handled one call for
trafﬁc control, investigated
two building alarms, processed one mental health
order, logged four inmate
transports.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fired
Department responded to a ﬁre
alarm on Eubank Drive and
with Upper Lancaster VFD to
a smoke report/structure ﬁre in
the 2100 block of River Road.
White Stone VFD responded
to a trafﬁc crash on Little Bay
Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck
Wilkins this week reported
charges against 10 individuals.
Felonies
Wayne Roger Bratcher Jr.,
48, of Callao was charged
April 16 with two counts of
possession of a controlled substance.
Vincent Harper, 63, of
Callao was charged April 16
with aiding in concealing
stolen goods or property.
Annette Turner, 47, of
Callao was charged April 16
with aiding in concealing
stolen goods or property.
Jerri Lynn Langford, 38, of
Callao was charged April 18
on a capias to show cause. She
was arrested by the Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.

Misdemeanors
A Haynesville man, 30, was
charged April 15 with violating a protective order. He
was arrested by the Richmond
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Reedville man, 23, was
charged April 18 with DUI.
A Callao woman, 18, was
charged April 18 with assault
and battery of a family
member.

Bentley’s Bar
& Grille
Serving Lunch & Dinner

This week’s special - Soft Crabs
Happy Hour 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. daily
Closed Wednesday
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA 22578
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A Weems man, 38, was
charged April 19 with failing
to appear in the Richmond
County General District Court.
A Weems man, 43, was
charged April 20 with DUI,
displaying ﬁctitious license
plates, operating an unregistered vehicle, operating an
uninsured vehicle and operating a vehicle with no drivers
license.
A Lottsburg man, 36, was
charged April 21 with DUI and
refusal of the breath test.

86 S. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA | 804-435-1302
www.burkesjewelers.com
It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

$5,000 reward
A $5,000 reward is offered
for the arrest(s) of the person(s)
involved in an assault and larceny of several ﬁrearms on
July 21, 2013, in the Wicomico
Church area. Call the CrimeTips line at 580-8477.
Also, the Northumberland
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce is
seeking help regarding two
recent incidents.
On February 19, the ofﬁce
took a report of a theft of a
Land Pride Landscaping Rake.
This rake was taken from the
Sunnybank area of the county.
The rake is described as mustard colored, ﬁve feet long with
a tong bent up.
On April 5, the ofﬁce took a
report of a breaking and entering on a boat at the Glebe Point
Campground. Taken off the
boat were several ﬁshing rods,
tackle and other items.
Report information related
to these incidents at 5808477. You don’t have to give
your name and there could
be a reward if leading to an
arrest.

Merthia Haynie, D.P.T.
of Abilities Abound
Physical Therapy
& Wellness Center
765 Northumberland Highway
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Cordially invites you to an

OPEN HOUSE
&RIDAY !PRIL  
 0- n  0-

Alternative Healing and Wellness
$EMONSTRATIONS EVERY  MINUTES
,IGHT 2EFRESHMENTS AND $OOR 0RIZES

EILEEN
FISHER
Our Shop Local Event
Join EILEEN FISHER in supporting the shop local movement.
Come see our specially curated Spring looks and help us
recycle with GREEN EILEEN.
Receive $5 in Recycling Rewards for each gently worrn item
of EILEEN FISHER clothing you donate to GREEN EILEEN, a
ZVJPHSLU[LYWYPZL[OH[\ZLZP[ZWYVÄ[Z[VZ\WWVY[^VTLU
and girls.
APRIL 24-26
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Planners dig up ‘tourist home’
by Renss Greene
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
planning commission welcomed two new members last
week by re-addressing tourist
homes, an almost perpetual
topic in Northumberland.
New commissioners Heidi
Wilkins and W.H. Shirley participated in the work session
to explore possible conditions
for tourist homes and examine
related deﬁnitions in the law.
Both are familiar faces in
Northumberland government.
Wilkins was most recently
a member of the Northumberland Economic Development Commission, and Shirley recently retired as zoning
administrator.
Draft deﬁnitions redeﬁne a
tourist home as “the rental of
individual guest rooms in a
dwelling unit, for compensation, on a daily or weekly basis
to 14 or fewer transients” and
dictate that the operator live
on the premises or adjacent
premises. The term “transient,”
which was previously used in
county ordinances but never

After years as Northumberland zoning administrator, W.
H. Shirley attended the April 17 meeting as a planning
commission member. From left are board of supervisors
liaison Richard Haynie and commission members Al
Fisher and Shirley.

deﬁned, is now proposed to
be deﬁned as an individual
who pays for lodging for less
than 30 days. A new “vacation home rental” category is
deﬁned as a the rental of an
entire dwelling and its property to 14 or fewer transients.
The commission also suggested changes to vacation

home rental requirements
proposed by staff. The draft
requirements include, among
other things, that each rental
must have a local manager who
is able to “promptly address”
any violations of the conditions
of the vacation home rental.
They also stipulate that recreational vehicles and motor

Northumberland board
conducts public hearings
by Renss Greene
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of supervisors on April 10 held three
public hearings and tabled two.
By a 4-1 vote, the board
authorized changes to a conditional use permit as requested
by Susan Nicole Smith and
Brad Bates at a retail business
at 581 Jessie DuPont Memorial Highway in Burgess.
Supervisors Richard F.
Haynie, A. Joseph Self Sr.,
James M. Long and chairman
Ronald L. Jett voted in favor
of the request. Supervisor
Thomas Tomlinvoted against.

Bates asked to be allowed
to construct a building for the
display of hardscape materials.
“I’d like the applicant and
the next-door neighbor to
work things out,” said Tomlin.
“The conditions, as I recall,
were worked out in advance.”
A request from Frank and
Tracy King to place more than
one travel trailer on a property
on Whays Creek Road was
denied. According to county
administrator Kenny Eades,
ordinances already allow for
one trailer on the property.
“It was some confusion
with setbacks and wells and

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—A public hearing will be held to
consider conveyance of county-owned property to
Lancaster-Northumberland Habitat for Humanity
at tonight’s board of supervisors meeting. The
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.
The property under consideration is off River Road
near Belle Isle State Park. The non-proﬁt organization plans to build up to seven homes on the parcel.
Also on the docket, supervisors will consider
opting out of the stormwater management program
in favor of having the state enforce the program,
and will discuss a request from the Greenvale Creek
Maintenance Association for $24,000 to dredge at
the mouth of the creek.
The county’s Emergency Management Services
will seek a supplemental appropriation to cover overtime pay for professionals covering unmanned shifts
by the volunteer squads and salary differentials for
new hires.
KILMARNOCK—Lancaster Citizens for
Education, in association with the Lancaster
County School Board, will conduct a public
forum at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 1, at the Lancaster
Middle School Theater, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock.
The forum will provide an opportunity for the public
to meet the two ﬁnalists in the school board search for
a new superintendent. The candidates are Jack McKinley, a principal at Belle Heth Elementary School in
Radford, and Steven Parker, principal of Cedar Lee
Middle School in Bealton.
WHITE STONE — Council will hold a public
hearing on its proposed $154,825 budget for ﬁscal year
2015 at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 1, in the Town Hall, 433
Rappahannock Drive. It will be the ﬁrst reading of the
budget.
According to town manager Patrick Frere, the
budget includes an increase of $1,423 in general funds
expenditures over the 2014 budget.
All of the town’s cost centers are expected to
increase, he said.
The budget includes $9,555 in town council expenditures, $39,580 in central administration costs and
$26,010 in building and external environment. The
town’s greatest expenditure continues to be public
safety and patrol at $48,130.
Listed as nongeneral fund expenditures is $13,874
for the town’s capital improvement fund and $17,676
for reimbursement of the town’s reserve fund, which
was used two years ago to pay off the mortgage on the
Town Hall.
Copies of the proposed budget are available at Town
Hall from 9 a.m. to noon Mondays through Wednesdays, from 2 to 5 p.m. Thursdays and from 9 a.m. to
noon Fridays.

where his drainﬁeld was, and
then Tommy (Tomlin) made
a comment that the ordinance
already allows one,” Eades
said. “Two would be equivalent to a mini campground.”
The board approved a
schedule for the Board of
Equalization after no public
comment during the hearing.
For tax year 2014, all applications will be disposed of by 5
p.m. on May 15.
Hearings on a tourist home
request by David J. Paul and
a service repair shop request
by Scott Rogers and Amanda
Dunbar were both tabled at the
applicants’ request.

homes parked at the vacation
home may not be used as living
quarters while there and that
guest pets must be under control of their owners at all times.
The draft deﬁnitions and
requirements will go to a
public hearing at the May 15
planning commission meeting.
A public hearing on a change
in wording to the Northumberland County Chesapeake Bay
Preservation Area Ordinance
drew no public comment. The
ordinance in question states
that an individual creating
a new lot must have 15,000
square feet of buildable area
outside of the riparian protection area. The new language
would clarify that the ordinance requires a minimum of
15,000 square feet rather than
that amount exactly.
“It’s just clariﬁcation, it’s
not changing anything, it’s not
changing how we are operating
to date,” said assistant county
administrator Luttrell Tadlock.
The commission voted unanimously, 10-0, to recommend
the amendment to the board of
supervisors.

Need Extra
Spending Money??
Rivah Consignments
We Can Help! Now Accepting Your
Quality Items for Consignment!
“From Fashion to Furniture”
804-435-8999
27 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock

NEWS
BREAK
Q Volunteers needed
The 2014 Women Build
sponsored by the Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for
Humanity will be held from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. May 10 at home
sites #16 and # 17 on Wiggins Avenue in Kilmarnock.
The event is sponsored by The
Virginia Women’s Center in
Kilmarnock and Lowe’s Home
Improvement Centers.
Volunteers are needed. Plan
to wear comfortable clothing and sturdy shoes. Work
will vary from ﬂoor framing
to painting. Tools are on site.
Lunch will be provided and
T-shirts will be given to the
ﬁrst 25 to sign up. Register at
435-3461, or habitat22482@
gmail.com.

Temporary
hazardous
waste
collection
sites will be
open May 17
WARSAW—Lancaster and
Northumberland county citizens are reminded of the May
17 hazardous and electronics
waste collections.
Northern Neck Soil & Water
Conservation District and
Virginia Cooperative Extension staff assist the counties
with these collections, said
NNSWCD education and
public relations manager Faye
Andrashko.
The Northumberland collection site has moved to 201
Academic Lane, Claraville, the
site of the county high school,
said Andrashko. The Northumberland site will receive waste
from 1:30 to 5 p.m.
The Lancaster site remains
at the the Kilmarnock Refuse
Center, 320 White Pine Drive,
she said. Hours are 7:30 to 11
a.m.
For directions, or waste
handling instructions, call
NNSWCD at 333-3525, ext.
102, or call Lancaster or Northumberland Extension ofﬁces
at 462-5780 and 580-5694,
respectively.

Correction

Dr. Eleanor Morris was
named 2014 Woman-of-theYear by the Woman’s Club of
Northumberland County. She
was misidentiﬁed in a headline
over the story last week.

WHY

ADVERTISE?
You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext. 15

Re-Elect Raymond C. Booth, Jr.
Mayor Town of Kilmarnock
As Mayor, I will oppose:
s )NCREASES IN TAXES OR NEW TAXES
s )NCREASES IN WATER AND SEWER RATES
s %XCESSIVE SPENDING OF ANY TYPE
INCLUDING UNNECESSARY GOVERNMENT CONFERENCES STUDIES
and consultant fees
As Mayor I will support:
s -ORE OPEN GOVERNMENT ,ETS STOP HIDING THE FACTS
s 2EDUCING TOWN REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES AS
THEY ARE DUPLICATIVE TO COUNTY TAXES WE ALREADY PAY
s 2EDUCING THE EXTREMELY EXCESSIVE MEALS TAX FROM
5% to 3%
s 4HE TOWN TAKING lNANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE COST OF
FAILING SEWER LINES INSTEAD OF PUTTING THIS COST ON OUR CITIZENS
s  HOUR POLICE PROTECTION FOR OUR RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES
!UTHORIZED BY 2AYMOND "OOTH

CommunityForum
YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Elect Gravatt,
Smith and
Umphlett

6I¾IGXMSRWSR;MRHQMPP4SMRX

Photo by Garnett Fisher
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

Civil War Sesquicentennial
house above Leedstown, and at Layton’s some=IEVW%KS8LMW1SRXL
%TVMP2SVXLIVR2IGO,SQI what higher up. All these on the port hand
going up. Others are said to be placed at vari+YEVHERH9RMSR6EMHW
In April 1864, raids up the Rappahannock
River intensiﬁed as part of the Union’s Spring
Offensive.
A Home Guard, with several companies each
from Lancaster, Richmond, and Northumberland counties, was organized in the early spring
to give the citizens some form of protection. In
a 1926 memoir, R. F. Hunton, a former member
of the Home Guard, Wicomico Company, wrote
that the enemy’s “acts of violence so incensed
the people that every boy and old man who
were able to handle a gun organized in companies and whenever the enemy landed, were
met by these companies and driven off.” Union
accounts estimated the Northern Neck Home
Guard numbers at 500-1,000 men.
On April 18-22, a Union naval expedition
traveled up the Rappahannock from Butler’s
Hole to Tappahannock. A report by Union
Commander Parker aboard the U.S.S. Commodore Read describes an encounter with the
Home Guard and reveals that the Confederates
were placing explosives in the river and creeks:
“At Bowlers Rocks, on the south side of the
Rappahannock, the landing of our men was
opposed by a large force of cavalry (said to be
500), which was kept at bay by the ﬁre from
“Eureka”...Yesterday afternoon, as the ”Eureka”
got within 30 yards of the shore just below
Urbana, where I had sent her to capture two
boats hauled up there, a large number of rebels,
lying in ambush, most unexpectedly opened
upon her with riﬂes and a piece of light artillery…They fortunately ﬁred too high, so that
their shells and bullets passed over the “Eureka”
without injury to the vessel or crew…
This morning, observing a party of eighteen
men a distance of 2 miles from this ship with
muskets slung over their backs, crawling on
their hands and knees to get a shot at some of
our men then on shore, I directed a shell to be
thrown at them from a 100-pounder Parrott
Gun, which struck and exploded right in their
midst, killing and wounding, I think, a large
number of them, as only four were seen after
the explosion, who were, as might be supposed,
running inland at the top of their speed…
I have it from the best authority that the
rebels have placed torpedoes [mines] in the
Rappahannock just above Bowlers Rocks,
where this ﬂotilla was anchored off Port
Lowery, off Brook’s barn, opposite the ﬁrst
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ous points in the river from Fort Lowery to
Fredericksburg. They have also been placed in
the Piankatank River and in many of the creeks
emptying into Chesapeake Bay.”
On April 29, a Union raid occurred at
Carter’s Creek and White Stone. A Union
report indicated that the Confederates had a
small group of young boys and old men on
duty to observe the enemy and if raided they
were to take off on horses and summon other
Home Guard members. An account by Union
Commander Hooker aboard the U.S.S. Yankee
describes the incident:
“…I proceeded in the “Yankee,” with the
“Fuchsia” in company, to Carter’s Creek, and
entering advanced as far as the vessel could go,
then sent three armed boats under the command
of Acting Master Street, who went as far as the
boats could go, landed and pushed on toward
Whitestone, the headquarters of the Lancaster
cavalry. Having advanced about a half a mile
he was met by a company of cavalry, who
delivered their ﬁre but were soon routed. Soon
afterwards a large ﬁre was seen near the place
and Captain Street pushed forward to it and
found that they were burning their commissary stores. We also discovered a place where
they were building a new camp, large enough
to accommodate nearly 1,000 men. Several log
houses were already erected and some tents;
these were destroyed. Finding a force collecting in his front, he then fell back to his boats,
destroying some grain and forage on his way…
The results of the expedition are one camp
destroyed (they burning their own stores, etc.),
a large quantity of grain destroyed, eleven boats
and canoes destroyed and seventeen brought
away; a number of horses, sheep, hogs, etc.,
brought away; also a number of contrabands
[negroes] brought off.
The eatable stock I have divided among
the vessels, and send the “Freeborn” up, with
horses, canoes and contrabands. I further
learned that a large (cavalry) force is crossing
the Rappahannock at Port Royal with the supposed intention of getting between our army
and Washington….”
This article is provided by the Mary Ball
Washington Museum & Library and Lancaster
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee
with assistance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil
War Northern Neck.

Kilmarnock is very lucky to
have so many qualiﬁed candidates for the upcoming elections. All of the candidates
have run very professional and
courteous campaigns. I believe
all the voters appreciate the
professionalism displayed by
all of the candidates.
Unfortunately, I do not have
a vote in Kilmarnock elections even though my business
pays an enormous amount of
taxes to the town. I spend the
majority of my waking hours in
Kilmarnock.
Speaking strictly as a business owner in Kilmarnock,
there are three candidates who
pay special attention to the
business climate in Kilmarnock. They are proactive and
not reactive. They frequently
stop by or call to ask “How is
business?” Can the town do
anything to help create more
business?”
They also ask for and value
my opinion or advice on town
business. As a taxpayer I really
appreciate their concern. When
they ask questions they really
listen. They take advice and
criticism to heart and seem to
genuinely care, even if it is not
the answer they want to hear.
I encourage the Kilmarnock voters to support Emerson Gravatt, Curtis Smith and
Mae Umphlett. I believe these
three will serve Kilmarnock’s
residents, business owners and
taxpayers very well for the next
term. They have all the necessary qualities needed to keep
our town moving in the right
direction.
My intent is not to discredit
the other candidates. It is very
admirable that they are willing to serve the town. It is a
huge commitment. I simply
believe that Gravatt, Smith
and Umphlett would be a good
combination of talents to lead
Kilmarnock.
.SI,YHREPP
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Check the
records carefully
Voters of Kilmarnock. With
the May 6 election right around
the corner, I urge you to look
at the candidates’ records carefully before casting your vote.
For mayor, you have to
choice to elect a qualiﬁed candidate or to re-elect a mayor
who from the ﬁrst day of his
term admitted he could not
handle the job without the help
of his assistant.
My vote for mayor is for
Mae Umphlett, who will bring
back the respect that our town
deserves. As for the town council seats, you have the choice
to re-elect a local businessman
who has a track record of failed
businesses or candidates with
the qualiﬁcations and ability
to steer the town forward. Vote
for Emerson Gravatt and Chris
Allen.
&SF7QMXL
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Your voice
is a choice
May 6 is right around the
corner and if you have been
frustrated or disappointed in
choices made by the current
Kilmarnock Town Council this
is your most important opportunity to have a say that can’t
be ignored.
The purchase of the new
Town Hall continues to anger
so many citizens, not if a new
or updated facility was needed
but the “closed door” decisions made to spend taxpayers’ money and the serious
lack of expected due diligence
to follow through with such
an important purchase/investment.
Kilmarnock really deserves
a strong town council made up
of diversity. We need strong,
independent thinkers who can
respect and advocate for all
taxpayers that contribute to
Kilmarnock. We deserve and
expect smart, experienced
business decisions. We need
a town council that is capable
of prioritizing and properly
following through with much
needed improvements.
Please do your homework.
Remember who on the current
council has spoken out even
if it was not always a popular
thing to do.
Our home supports Raymond Booth for re-election as
mayor of Kilmarnock.
7ERHM1IEHS[W
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Changes needed
in utility policy
As a resident and past planning commission member in
Kilmarnock, recent sewer
problems in my neighborhood have brought to my
attention problems with the
town’s policy concerning
failing water and sewer lines.
The blockages and backups on Roseneath Avenue
have been ongoing problems since last fall. Much
of the problem seems to be
the town’s policy concerning
taking financial responsibility for failing sewer lines.
One resident on Roseneath
has repeatedly asked the town
office for assistance with
sewer problems. The resident
has hired a plumber to make
sure the line between her
home and the street is clear.
The town office insists
that she is responsible for
any repairs all the way to the
main sewer line, even though
that runs under the street to
the main on the other side.
Besides the cost, she has
been told a permit will be
required from VDOT to dig
up the street.
When I contacted mayor
Raymond Booth about this,
he said unfortunately this
was the position of the current council. He said almost
every adjacent locality takes
financial responsibility for
repairs beyond the roadside
curb. The mayor said he
felt this policy was wrong,

adding “if we can afford a
new million dollar town hall
with plush accommodations,
we should be able to provide
reasonable essential repairs
to sewer lines for our citizens.”
Certainly it makes no
sense for our citizens to be
digging up our streets, and at
their own expense. Instead of
all the wasteful spending in
other areas, the cost of sewer
repairs should be paid by the
town. It’s a no brainer.
Please vote to re-elect
mayor Raymond Booth in
the upcoming election along
with former mayor Curtis
Smith, James Evans and
Shawn Donahue.
8VEZMW%FFSXX
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Consider the facts
Facts voters might find
helpful:
True: Mae Umphlett has
three years experience on the
Town Council—three more
years than Booth had when
he was elected.
False: Real estate taxes
have remained the same
under Booth. The council
majority lowered real estate
taxes by 16½%. Booth had
nothing to do with it.
False: The Dog Park is
in need of a major overhaul. The Dog Park, paid
for solely with donations, is
maintained on a weekly basis
and is a popular amenity for
the town. Our family uses it
often.
True: The old Town Hall
was entirely inadequate,
and an embarrassment. The
new Town Hall is a beautiful building and has been
praised far and wide. When
the old Town Hall is sold,
we will be in the new one
for approximately $400,000,
complete with furnishings
and minor renovations.
True: Mr. Booth isn’t
afraid to speak up. He spoke
up against the Dog Park,
funding the college, and the
new Town Hall.
False: The office of Mayor
was not degraded. We have
been a council/manager town
since 1972. The charter was
clarified.
False: Booth has kept our
water rates the same. Raising the water/sewer rates has
never been discussed since
he was elected; therefore, he
hasn’t helped us there.
True: Raymond and Shawn
voted to lower the BPOL tax
on businesses, a move that
benefited both of their businesses.
False: We don’t want this
election to turn out like the
last one. Actually, we do. We
want it to turn out exactly
like the last one when the
best candidates won.
Vote Mae Umphlett for
Mayor, and Emerson Gravatt
and Chris Allen for Council
on May 6. Do what’s best for
Kilmarnock.
1IM0M&IERI
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

L

ast Thursday, the Younger B.E. and I were
in Annapolis for the day. We had left quite
early in the morning without breakfast, and by
the time of our arrival we were ready to sit
down at the table. With Irish parking luck, we
found a non-metered space in close proximity
to the town square, near the entrance to the
Naval Academy.
As we began walking to the city center, we
passed a man accepting a delivery on his front
porch. I asked him if he could recommend a
nice, authentic place for breakfast. Without
hesitation he immediately said, “Go to Chick
and Ruth’s Delly” on Main Street, and proceeded to give us directions. He said it was
an Annapolis tradition, and that each Sunday
after church he takes his family there for the
experience.
We thanked him, and headed off. In ﬁve
minutes we were at the front door of the
establishment. Although a weekday, it was
teeming with patrons, almost all of whom
seemed to be local – an extremely good sign
for a restaurant. Whenever in a strange place
my mother always judged an unfamiliar restaurant by the license plates in the parking
lot and the demeanor of the patronage. Students with schoolbooks or business folks with

I asked him if he could recommend a nice, authentic
place for breakfast. Without hesitation he immediately said, “Go to Chick
and Ruth’s Delly” on Main
Street, and proceeded to give
us directions.
paperwork were two good signs. At Chick
and Ruth’s we saw both as soon as we passed
through the door.
At ﬁrst sight the atmosphere is a bit overwhelming. Grand Central Station could be
less crowded, a further good sign. All of
those omens were well founded. We came to
a cozy nook, and a pleasant waitress appeared
to greet us, quickly taking our order for beverages, and leaving us to peruse the near
exhausting menu. If it can be cooked, Chick
and Ruth’s serves it.
The walls are plastered with signs pro-

claiming entrees and sides bearing the names
of Maryland legislators and other historical
ﬁgures. Following a wise business practice,
the signs are precisely bi-partisan. Neither
a Democrat nor a Republican could think of
him or herself as being slighted by the array.
We spent 20 minutes reading the menu, a
veritable epistle by itself, along with the wall
signage. The most popular items are bolded
in yellow.
The permutations of possible combinations
were challenging, but after careful examination and helpful coaching by the waitress we
were prepared to order. The B.E. selected one
pancake with grits and a glass of orange juice.
In my naïve concern I asked if one pancake
could be sufﬁcient; when it arrived I thought
that if she could ﬁnish it she would not want
to eat again that day. In short, the proportions
are hearty in every respect.
For my part the crab and fresh vegetable
omelet was irresistibly presented on the
menu. Chick and Ruth’s bakes its own rye
bread, which trying to be as locavore as possible, I ordered in lieu of an English mufﬁn or
bagel. With the exception of the omelets produced domestically by my good wife with the
essential help of our faithful chickens, it was

the best omelet I ever had. The texture was
ideal, almost like a crepe; the crabcake and
vegetables inside were memorable.
My only complaint was having the splendid
rye toast served slobbered with margarine. As
we left I suggested to the cashier that I thought
the rule of the day would be better if the toast
were served dry unless ordered with margarine. He said that it automatically comes with
margarine, unless the patron requests not, a
minor point in an otherwise excellent dining
experience.
Chick and Ruth’s Delly began in 1965 when
Chick and Ruth Leavitt opened for business.
Now operated by their son and daughter-inlaw, the restaurant is a genuine part of the
current Annapolis scene. Most of all, not only
is the food of superior quality, the service
impeccable and the atmosphere authentic, the
prices are reasonable. Our combined breakfast with tip came to under $28.
We ﬁnished dining about 11, and did not eat
again that day until over 12 hours later when
we reached home, after walking all over the
city and the grounds of the Naval Academy.
Chick and Ruth’s Delly is as Americana as
one can get; one need only remember to order
the toast dry.
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YOUR LETTERS
Re-elect Gravatt
Being a relatively new business owner in the Town of
Kilmarnock, I was genuinely
interested in the direction to
which the town was headed
economically. Not being an
unknown to the current Town
Council, I began to reach out
to people I knew for the information needed to reinforce my
decision to start two new businesses in town.
I was directed to Emerson
Gravatt, the current chairman
of the economic development
committee. I attended several
meetings of his committee and
came away feeling he was on
track in attempting to make
Kilmarnock the hub of Northern Neck business. I have had
many opportunities to work
with Emerson in promoting the
committee’s ideas to move the
town forward. Although I am
not a resident of Kilmarnock,
I feel those of you who are
should take the opportunity to
bring Emerson back to council
so he and his committee may
continue to advance their work
on the town’s economic potential.
We are very fortunate in our
community to have a person of
his professional background
wanting to help in the leadership direction needed to move
our town forward. Let’s not
miss this opportunity.
Jack Blunt,
Irvington

Booth for
the people
Kilmarnock elections are
here again. Think about what
our mayor has had to endure
over the past four years. A
slate that was elected two years
ago and in some cases, spent
money without any regard to
the citizens’ views.
Remember the petition last
year asking them to please hold
off buying the present town
hall, and get the input of the
citizens and business owners?
Totally ignored. All we
wanted was for them to consider our alternatives such
as remodeling the old town
ofﬁce or building a new one on
the $400,000 property it was
intended to be built on and do
it before they signed a contract
on a building assessed for over
$150,000 less than paid.
We need to take back control
of our town and ﬁll the council
seats with people who want to
listen to us and not be led by
a slate of four. They wouldn’t
listen then but they have to
now.
Raymond Booth votes for
the people when breaking a tie
and has kept all of us informed
through letters in the paper,
phone calls and personal mail.
No other representative has
done that. He wants each of us
to have a say in our town government, but he needs help by
having a council that will listen
to the people.
Join with me by electing
people that will listen. I am
voting for Raymond Booth,
Shawn Donahue, Curtis Smith
and James Evans. I truly and
honestly feel they will support
the peoples’ wishes.
Please exercise your right to
vote on May 6 and put the decision making of your council
in reasonable hands that will
stand up for Kilmarnock and
listen to all of us. Wise decisions by a stand up council are
much better than higher taxes
for people they have ignored.
Steve Bonner,
Kilmarnock

Gravatt is right
for Kilmarnock
As a former resident of the
town of Kilmarnock, a former
elected member of the Kilmarnock Town Council, and past
president of the Bank of Lancaster, I want to ask you, as
good citizens of Kilmarnock,
to think long and hard before
casting your votes for the
Kilmarnock Town Council
candidates on May 6.
One of the candidates that
I endorse, Emerson Gravatt,
offers a wealth of experience,
knowledge, education, honesty, and integrity for your consideration.
I’ve
personally
known
Emerson over 40 years. Prior
to retiring, Emerson had 37
years in administration at our
local hospital. I have worked

with Emerson professionally,
in civic organizations, and
know him as a social friend.
He’s conscientious and can
be counted on to do the right
thing. He’s good for the town.
Please cast your vote for
Gravatt and safeguard Kilmarnock, its Town Charter and its
Town Code. It’s the right decision.
Ken Bransford,
Kilmarnock

Mae Umphlett
is dedicated
and determined
The Town of Kilmarnock
would be fortunate to have
my sister, Mae Umphlett, as
mayor.
Mae has served on the town
council for three years and has
been very devoted and loyal to
her duties on council. She has
chaired the police and emergency services committee and
served on the economic development and water and sewer
committees.
During this time, water and
sewer rates have not increased
and her goal is to keep them
from increasing. She has only
missed one day of meetings in
three years and this was due to
a commitment to her employer.
She has always been a lawabiding citizen. I have witnessed many occasions when
town residents and town business owners seek her opinion.
She has always served without
hesitation.
Mae is always thinking
ahead and is focused on the
growth and development of
Kilmarnock. She is dedicated
to attracting new businesses
and is determined to help
established businesses prosper.
Mae attended the Virginia
Municipal League Conference in 2012 where she studied small town government. It
is commendable that the town
provided their council members with the opportunity to
further their education. This
will prove to be a great beneﬁt
to Kilmarnock.
Mae’s work ethic is impeccable. She has exhibited important managerial skills throughout her career such as budgeting and leadership. She holds
her coworkers and employers,
as well as people she serves, in
highest regards. She is among
the hard-working citizens of
this town and knows how to
prioritize and budget.
Mae is a stalwart individual. She has conquered adversities with strength and conﬁdence. She is accountable to
herself and no one else. Our
family is very proud of her.
As a town resident, I urge
you to vote for Mae Umphlett
on May 6 for mayor.
Tamara P. Crandall,
Kilmarnock

Booth: now
more than ever
Last week’s paper contained
a letter that was very unfair to
Raymond Booth, using words
like belligerent and accusing him of not knowing other
aspects of his job as Mayor of
Kilmarnock.
The writer of the letter
claims she read all this in the
local paper. Have you? This
same hatred expressed by this
lady is a clear example of the
expression “you are who your
friends are,” which is the problem with Kilmarnock politics.
We need Raymond Booth
as our mayor more than ever
because he, as chair, has control of council meetings.
Remember when council
members even embarrassed
the town by trying to take the
gavel away from the mayor for
the rest of the meeting when he
relinquished it to speak to an
issue, as required under Robert’s Rules? The mayor was
right on this one, and the town
attorney reversed his decision.
Why do some council members do childish things such as
this and oppose the mayor at
every turn?
Then there is the overpriced
town hall that cost us more than
it should have and was done
behind closed doors. We don’t
need people like Mr. Gravatt
and Mrs. Umphlett, who were
a part of this, making decisions
for us, and we certainly don’t
need her as mayor.
As one person said, “We

need Raymond Booth to keep
that bunch (the council) under
control.” Simply put, at times
with the slate that was elected
two years ago, he has had to be
ringmaster of a very immature
circus.
Vote for the security of the
town by re-electing Raymond
Booth mayor, and electing
James Evans, Shawn Donahue
and Curtis Smith to the council.
Danielle Davis,
Heathsville

Support for
Mae Umphlett

We support Mae Umphlett
for mayor of Kilmarnock. We
have known Mae Umphlett for
over 30 years and one of us
has worked with her for over
eight years.
Besides being a throughly
capable, thoughtful, honest,
warm and gracious person,
Mae Umphlett will bring to
the mayor’s ofﬁce her dignity,
her kindness, and respect for
other people. When we asked
her several years ago why she
was running for town council,
her response was telling: “to
give back.”
As a practice manager in
a busy physician’s ofﬁce,
Mae Umphlett not only must
supervise others, but has to
deal daily with patients who
are often frustrated, fearful,
sick, and having to deal with
the complexities of the health
care industry, billing, and
insurance companies. To help
people navigate and solve
these complex issues is a huge
challenge and Mae Umphlett
has the patience, perseverance,
temperament, and experience
to bring people together, to
compromise, and to resolve
conﬂicts. These attributes
will make her an outstanding
mayor.
She is from the community,
loves the community, and we
sincerely hope this outstanding person will be given the
opportunity to give back on
May 6.

Harriette B. Fishburne, M.D.
Cary N. D. Fishburne, M.D.,
Weems

Double the value
My husband, Emerson, is
on the town council and I
am on the planning commission. In October of 2013, I
attended the annual VML
Conference in Arlington with
my husband at no expense to
Kilmarnock.
We paid all my expenses
with a check to the town as
the VML accepts checks
only from municipalities, not
from individuals.
During the conference
there are concurrent sessions
on both afternoons, and it is
impossible for one council
member to attend all of them.
So, I attend whichever session Emerson cannot attend
and either tape it or take
notes for him In essence, he
is getting more information
from the conference since
he can’t be in two sessions at
the same time. Other spouses
do the same thing.
The conference proved
invaluable to me as I met
people from all over the state
from towns the size of ours
who had served on planning
commissions for years. The
networking in which I was
fortunate enough to participate was worth every penny
of our personal expense.
Anyone who thinks these
conferences are useless fun
is sadly mistaken. Each
day begins at 7:30 a.m. and
continues until after 9 p.m.
Kilmarnock receives double
the value when spouses
attend with a council member
to help gather all information
the conference has to offer.
Fortunately, Emerson and
I are retired, but some of the
council members must take
personal leave and/or vacation days in order to better
educate themselves about
governing a small town. In
my opinion, anyone who
is on the council and does
not attend the VML conference has not saved the
town money, but has tried to
manage the town uninformed
about current laws and ever
changing municipal policies.
Joan Gravatt,
Kilmarnock

Record of service
deserving of vote
As a former resident, and
someone who often visits
Kilmarnock, I am continually
appalled to read the ongoing
antics of the town’s current
mayor, Raymond Booth.
Aside from his notorious naysaying, the mayor has
brought nothing innovative
to Kilmarnock. He merely
opposes whatever his council
suggests. The mayor opts out
of attending committee meetings and budget workshops
while complaining about “too
much spending,” yet committee meetings are where
the majority of decisions are
being made and budget workshops could, at the very least,
increase his understanding of
economic matters. Kilmarnock
closed its ﬁscal year last year
with a $400,000 surplus, yet
the mayor attempted to block
cost-effective town improvements, like the beloved dog
park, the new town hall building and funding towards the
local college. I read recently
that the mayor said he kept
water and sewer rates the same,
yet water and sewer rates have
not been voted on during his
administration. Am I missing
something here?
I was so pleased to see that
Mae Umphlett, a Kilmarnock
native with a record of service, both as a council member
and as an outstanding citizen,
has decided to run for mayor.
Mrs. Umphlett continuously
conducts herself with decorum
and grace, and has not been
involved in any controversy at
all.
She supported funding the
local college, she supported the

ﬁscally responsible decision to
purchase the new town hall and
she sold memorial banners to
decorate the town for Christmas.
Unlike Mr. Booth, Mrs.
Umphlett attends all committee meetings, council meetings, budget meetings and ofﬁcial functions for both the town
and community, and on top of
that, she has no arrest record.
Can Mr. Booth say the same on
any of those counts?
Citizens of Kilmarnock, vote
for Mae Umphlett for mayor on
May 6.
Flaura King,
Falls Church

Vote for Lybarger
I urge Irvington voters to go
to the town ofﬁce on May 6
and vote for Michelle Lybarger
for town council. Michelle has
already proven herself to be an
involved citizen for our town.
For 14 years, she has
expertly run the Thanksgiving Turkey Trot for the Village Improvement Association, which has turned into a
beloved family affair. She has
also served as treasurer for the
VIA for over 10 years.
She
is
a
dedicated
member of the Animal Welfare League. Michelle is an
accomplished musician and is
serving a third term as president of the Northern Neck
Orchestra board of trustees.
She is an active member of
the YMCA as well.
When Michelle is not doing
community service, she is
head of the Rappahannock
General Hospital Rehabilitation Services Department.
There is a saying, “If you
want something done, ask a
busy person.” Busy people are

organized and keep their eyes
on the ball. We are fortunate
to have a person of Michelle’s
already proven dedication to
community service running
for ofﬁce in Irvington.
Mary L. Lay,
Irvington

Re-elect Booth
and Donahue
I was delighted to see that
after a rather lengthy silence
the Kilmarnock Planning
Commission is going to take
up old issues: tacky signs,
yard sales and blighted structures.
Why did they not speak up
earlier when there have been
real planning issues: parking
at the new town office, the
selling price for the old town
office, suggesting improvements to the open field in the
middle of town, the dog park.
The council makes all
these decisions without consulting the planning commission.
Re-elect mayor Raymond
Booth
and
councilman
Shawn Donahue to maintain
diversity in our town government.
The current council has
been controlled by the clique
that acts and thinks as one.
Any original thought or
opinion is belittled and dismissed by them as unworthy
of serious discussion.
Raymond and Shawn give
our citizens needed representation that must continue. Vote Shawn Donahue
back on to the council and
keep Raymond Booth as our
mayor.
Jane B. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Curtis H. Smith
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VOTE James G. Evans, Sr.
For Kilmarnock Town Council
©Resume building sidewalks for our neighborhoods
©Street lights for our communities where needed
©Organize plan to replace aging sewer lines

©Keep taxes the same
©Keep water rates from increasing
©Spend taxpayer money more wisely
Paid for by the candidate
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YOUR LETTERS
Mae Umphlett
will restore
Kilmarnock pride
Mae Umphlett is the person
our town needs as mayor to
restore the image of town pride
that Kilmarnock has always
enjoyed.
Mae was born and raised
in Lancaster County and has
always been proud of the town
and the image that the Town of
Kilmarnock has projected. For
that reason so many ﬁne people
from Washington, Richmond,
Baltimore and Northern Virginia have retired to Kilmarnock. A former citizen of
Washington, I was pleasantly
surprised to observe the quality and caliber of people who
have made the lower part of the
Northern Neck their choice of
retirement.
Many citizens of Kilmarnock express the integrity of
the town has been tilted in the
last several years. Mae, as your
mayor, desires desperately
to restore the positive image
that has brought so many ﬁne
people to our town.
Mae has worked hard all of
her life, sometimes two and
three jobs at a time to help
facilitate her husband’s formal
education and continued to
exhibit the same strong work
ethics to pay for her children’s
post-high school education and
post-graduate work.
Mae felt very strong about
Rappahannock
Community
College coming to town and
voted for the ﬁnancial request
the college made. Living in the
Town of Kilmarnock, Mae has
been concerned about water
and sewer rising expenses and
would vote for the town to subsidize those expenses rather
than raise the charges to the
citizens of Kilmarnock.
She is quiet, harmonious
and a conservatively progressive approach to the workings
of government in a small town.
Mae is my choice for mayor;
please make it yours on May 6.
Rick Moss,
Kilmarnock

Vote Umphlett,
Gravatt, Allen
Last year, following reassessment of town properties, Mae
Umphlett and Emerson Gravatt
both voted not to raise the mill
rate to compensate for a loss
of revenue to the town of some
$35,000.
As a result, taxes to the citizens
of Kilmarnock were reduced by
16½ %. Check your tax bills.
Those taxes have gone down.
Our current mayor claims
credit for water and sewer rates
remaining the same, although
he had nothing to do with
them. Umphlett is on the water
and sewer committee, and was
instrumental in keeping the rates
stable.
Additionally, the current
mayor campaigned for a reduction of the BPOL taxes with the
result that both his and Shawn
Donahue’s taxes were reduced,
but the town consequently lost
some $50,000 in revenue from
Walmart due to that same reduction.
Both Umphlett and Gravatt
serve on the economic development committee, responsible for
protecting existing businesses
and encouraging new businesses.
Seeing the opportunity for the
Town Hall to move from its old
home, a rapidly-deteriorating
former lumber yard in need of
serious repair, they were instrumental in acquiring the new
Town Hall as a showcase for
businesses in Kilmarnock.
Umphlett has served admirably and conscientiously on the
town council for three years; the
current mayor did not serve on
council at all before his election.
Umphlett researches issues, is
objective, courteous and professional, attends all council and
committee meetings to which she
is a member, and has completed
educational seminars in order to
hone her skills in government.
She is an independent thinker
who has no personal agenda.
Chris Allen, currently serving
on the planning commission,
has qualiﬁed as a Certiﬁed Planning Commissioner by attending
10-week training sessions. Booth
reportedly took the course but
failed to be certiﬁed.
Vote Umphlett, Gravatt, Allen.
Albert “Spike” Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Councilman
for Umphlett
As a current member of
Kilmarnock Town Council, I
have had the privilege to work
beside Mae Umphlett for the
past three years.
Mae is a team player and
works diligently to ﬁnd solutions to current issues for the
betterment of our town. No
decision is taken lightly and
she does her homework and
gets input from the business
community and her constituents prior to casting her vote.
She understands the needs
and concerns of the area as she
has lived here her entire life.
Through her community and
professional involvement, she
is a proven leader. When dealing with a topic she may not
completely understand, she is
quick to reach out to get the
assistance she needs.
She has discussed budgetary issues with me on numerous occasions to make certain
she understood the impact to
the bottom line. She is ﬁscally
responsible and does not spend
wastefully.
Even though we have not
always agreed on certain
topics, I know she has always
had the best interest of the
town at heart. We respect each
other and value each other’s
opinions.
She is a great asset to the
town as a councilwoman and
will be a great asset to the town
as mayor.
Please join me in voting for
Mae for mayor on May 6.
William Smith,
Kilmarnock

Vote Booth
to keep balance

It has been my pleasure to
have lived in Kilmarnock for
almost 10 years.
I have seen many changes,
some good and some not so
good. In my 82+ years I have
learned a few things. One
comes to mind as I think back:
where there is unbalance,
disaster is close behind.
Kilmarnock is at the place
where a choice can be made
at the ballot box to get and
keep this ﬁne town in balance.
Mayor Raymond Booth, under
intense opposition, ridicule
and attacks on his personal life
has performed with honor and
distinction and has, as much as
he could, maintained that balance.
He has proved himself to be
a strong, capable, dedicated
leader.
A “yes” vote for mayor Raymond Booth is a vote to keep
Kilmarnock a good town, not
one out of balance with a few
making all the decisions, sometimes behind closed doors.
Vote for mayor Raymond
Booth for a second term as
mayor and councilman Shawn
Donahue for town council.
Eva Spurrell,
Kilmarnock

Mayor Booth
promotes good will
I have a very special invitation to all Kilmarnock residents. You have the opportunity to be part of the election
process for our new mayor.
The city is charged with the
task of providing the best services utilizing your tax dollars
in the wisest manner.
Over the past four years I
have had the opportunity to
see Kilmarnock leadership in
action. Only one mayoral candidate stands out as having
been actively engaged with the
public’s concerns. That is Raymond Booth. I have observed
mayor Booth’s dedication to
Kilmarnock as he seeks what
is best for the city. He is a
person on whose word you can
depend.
Recently, when the town
council met in secret to discuss the new Town Hall, it was
mayor Booth who exposed this
action of backroom politics to
our citizens. He let us know
the facts regarding the building
and its costs to the taxpayers of
Kilmarnock. He listened to our
concerns and petitions. Mayor
Booth didn’t turn a blind eye
to the citizens of Kilmarnock.
He became a voice for all of us
who wanted answers regarding
this costly expenditure of taxpayers’ funds.
What I like about mayor
Booth is that he doesn’t make

empty promises. He’s creative
and works with his resources to
make things happen. He works
hard to sustain the connection
between local government and
local business, which affects
the entire region in a positive
manner.
Raymond Booth is a leader
and a promoter of good will. He
says, “I make only one promise
to the people of Kilmarnock:
My door is always open and I
will listen to you.” I encourage
you to call him.
Exercise your right to vote
and re-elect mayor Raymond
Booth.
Donna Weiler,
White Stone

Umphlett is
loyal and reliable
I have had the honor and
privilege of knowing pretty
much everyone in the town
of Kilmarnock for the past
40 years or so, and I can say
without reservation that Mae
Umphlett is one of the most
loyal and reliable friends I’ve
known.
She is a devoted mother and
successful
businesswoman
and I have no doubt she will
provide the wise, stable and
respectable image we want as
mayor.
Barbara Robertson-Jackson,
Kilmarnock

Contributing
to dreams
Opening day at Dream Fields
was a wonderful experience this
year, as it is every year.
The ceremony was very nice,
dedicating the ﬁrst pitch to Lee
Gill and having his grandson
catch it was a tear jerker. He
was a special man in the community. The ball park was ﬁlled
with positive vibes, community,
smiles, laughter, love for the
sport and even a few exclamations—“let’s play some ball!”
The ball park is a positive
environment where children
can play and learn the sport.
The coaches, umpires, the
board, and the community who
dedicate their time to our children are volunteers, people who
give their extra time to show our
children how much fun it can be
to play baseball.
It’s about teamwork, coming
together and working as one.
You may never know, but one
day your son or daughter may
be a future star. This is where it
all starts. I love how our community comes together and supports this positive environment
for our youth. It builds strong
character in our children.
Support all of the local businesses and sponsors who support our teams; without them
some of this would or could not
happen. Several families help
with the concession stand and
help keep the grounds maintained.
Saturday as I was taking my
son to Opening Day he told me,
“ Mommy, we are on the way to
one of my favorite places in the
whole wide world.”
The Dream Fields ball park
is where dreams can be created, structure and discipline is
taught, and it’s this place that
puts a smile on the face of many.
Tanya Pittman,
Lancaster

National debt gets
‘inter-generational
thievery’ label
April is National Child Abuse
Prevention Month. It is a time
when we are asked to be particularly mindful of abuse and
neglect as it pertains to children
of our locality, state, nation, and
the world.
I think the time is long overdue
for us to think of deﬁcit spending
as a form of child abuse—given
the fact that today’s voters are
encouraging elected ofﬁcials to
provide goods and services and
passing along associated debt to
our children, who falsely believe
us to be trustworthy.
I am encouraging my friends
and colleagues to use the term
“inter-generational thievery” in
referring to this shameful practice.
In the upcoming congressional campaign, I suggest we ask
Rep. Wittman to justify his votes
to raise the borrowing limit as
often as he has. By my count,
he has chosen not to do so only
once.
Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

Reporter
recognition
Congratulations to Audrey
Thomasson for her wins at
the Virginia Press Association
Annual Awards Conference this
month.
She received an award in the
government writing category for
her coverage of the Kilmarnock
Town Council including stories
about the planning commission dealing with billboards and
signs, Emerson Gravatt refusing to relinquish the meeting and
gavel to Raymond Booth, and
a petition circulated against the
new Town Hall.
The judges commended
Thomasson for her solid reporting, attention to detail, and her
unbiased coverage of all sides of
the story.
She was also a winner in the
feature story/photo category
for her coverage of the Stratford Hall Plantation Grist Mill,
which the judges called a good
combination of feature photo
and action photos that enhanced
the story very well.
The Rappahannock Record is
indeed lucky to have this “ace”
reporter.
Liz Failmezger,
Morattico

Threats to
democracy

It seems the Democratic Party
leaders in Congress believe they
know exactly how Americans
should think and act. If you don’t
act and do as they determine
appropriate, you receive a despicable label.
During the Health Care debate
Rep. Steny Hoyer and Rep. Nancy
Pelosi labeled those who opposed
the legislation during Town Hall
meetings as Un-American.
Now, Sen. Harry Reid is labeling those who oppose actions
of the Bureau of Land Management against the Bundy family as
Domestic Terrorists. Really?
Words have meaning. Are the
demonstrators in his eyes the
same as those who bombed the
courthouse in Oklahoma City or
the Boston Bombers?
Do these leaders realize protesting government action is in
fact a right, and I believe a duty,
of an American citizen? Is the
Democratic Party philosophy,
agree or shut up? Perhaps they
should read the background of
the famous quote by Patrick
Henry, “Give me liberty or give
me death.”
During the televised interview
in which Sen. Reid labeled the
Bundy protesters as terrorists he
went on to say we are a country of
laws that we must obey. Curious
that Mr. Reid uses that language
when it appears he is against following the law when it comes
to immigration law or to spend-

ing campaign funds for buying
family presents.
Harry Reid called the Koch
Brothers Un-American because
they donate a lot of money to
conservative issues. However,
when a billionaire in California
called the president and threatened to stop ﬁnancing Democratic Party candidates unless the
president blocked the Keystone
pipeline which then gets blocked,
Mr. Reid is silent.
In my opinion these leaders
should stop this unconscionable
hyperbole when referring to
American citizens. The greatest
threat to democracy is elected
ofﬁcials attempting to stiﬂe free
speech and limit public demonstrations.

writer can offer any satisfactory
explanation for claiming that the
number of black teachers is too
low.
The writer asked an exceedingly uncharitable rhetorical
question in his letter. If nearly all
Lancaster teachers were black,
wouldn’t local white parents be
upset? I characterize his question
as uncharitable because it didn’t
occur to the writer that the white
parents might be completely satisﬁed if their children were being
well educated.
I would ask the writer this
question: What are you concerned about, the race of the
teacher or whether the students
learn satisfactorily?

Stay focused on
a good education

Little League
season is off to
exciting start

Al Hall,
Reedville

In a letter in the April 17 issue,
(Diversity Recruiting), the writer
claimed that the Lancaster public
schools lack “diversity” and that
this lack is a “problem.” Speciﬁcally: the number of black
teachers in the schools is too low.
Thus, Lancaster County has a
race problem.
The writer did not explain how
he knows that the number of
black teachers is too low. Perhaps
there is some magic number that
guides his judgment (5, 10, 15)
or perhaps he is guided by some
magic ratio of black teachers-towhite teachers (5%, 10%, 15%).
Perhaps the writer believes
that the “correct” number of
black teachers depends on the
number/percent of black students
in the schools. If so, two very
thorny questions arise: Should
black students be taught by black
teachers and not by white teachers? Should white students be
taught by white teachers and not
by black teachers?
Perhaps the writer believes
that the race of teachers is relevant to educational outcomes.
If so, it follows that race is an
advantageous learning factor
for some and a disadvantageous
learning factor for others. This
leads to another thorny question:
Should whites and blacks even
be in the same classroom? Oh,
dear!
In sum, I doubt whether the

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

What an eventful day at the
Lancaster Little League ﬁelds.
You could feel the excitement in
the air.
The kids were so excited about
the start of a new season of baseball. My son is in his third year
of baseball and is playing for
the Majors Nationals team. The
event started with excitement of
the announcer calling each team
onto the ﬁeld, as if they were professionals.
We started off with prayer and
then with the national anthem. I
think the most exciting part was
the ﬁreworks during the anthem.
You either enjoyed it or were
scared.
After all of that, the ceremony
ended with the classic song,
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame.”
What made it special was that
you could hear the entire crowd
singing the song, as if you were at
a professional game.
The excitement didn’t stop
there. The kids then prepared
for their ﬁrst game of the year—
something they have been waiting for all year.
The day was amazing and
the board of the Lancaster Little
League did an amazing job right
down to every detail to make
it a wonderful day for all who
attended.
Pastor Rich Thomas,
Weems

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

VOTE

Michelle M. Lybarger
For Irvington Town Council
May 6th
Running with
Record of Community Service
Love of the Town of Irvington
Concern for the welfare
of Irvington citizens and businesses
Authorized and paid for by Michelle Lybarger for Town Council

Meet and Greet With Mae
Date: 04/27/14
Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm
The Palmer Building: 22 E. Church Street
Come join us for desserts and meet Mae. Mae Umphlett is running
for Mayor of the Town of Kilmarnock and is dedicated to the citizens
RI.LOPDUQRFN7KLVZLOOEHDJUHDWLQIRUPDOWLPHWRPHHW0DHÀQG
out what her vision is for the Town of Kilmarnock and ask questions.

Mae Umphlett for Mayor
A Positive Image for the town of Kilmarnock

%%TVMP



'LVMWXSTLIV%PPIR









7LE[R(SRELYI



RAPPAHANNOCK
RECORD






.EQIW)ZERW7V



/MPQEVRSGO:MVKMRME

)QIVWSR+VEZEXX

'YVXMW7QMXL

KILMARNOCK VOTES: Meet the candidates
Compiled by Renss Green
Kilmarnock voters will vote
for mayoral and council seats
May 6. Five candidates are
competing for three council
seats, and two candidates
are running for mayor. Each
candidate for council and for
mayor was asked the same
three questions, in person and
with no advance preparation.
Answers printed below are
taken from those interviews,
edited only for length.
Unfortunately, the Record
was unable to convince James
Evans to be interviewed. He
declined repeated requests
unless allowed to see the questions in advance.
Council candidates are:
'YVXMW7QMXL of 100
Hatton Avenue. Planning commission chairman Smith is
pharmacy director at Bon Secours Mary Immaculate Hospital, where he supervises a staff
of 30 people and a multimillion dollar budget. He was
previously pharmacy director
at Rappahannock General
Hospital. He was previously
in the Ruritan Club, assisted at
the Northern Neck Free Health
Clinic, and previously served
on the planning commission,
as vice mayor on the council
and as mayor. He is a member
of the Lancaster Masons.
)QIVWSR+VEZEXX of
315 Irvington Road. Incumbent Gravatt is vice mayor of
the town and chair of the economic development council
committee. He is a member of
the Kilmarnock-White StoneIrvington Rotary Club, the
River Counties American Red
Cross board of directors, Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of
Commerce, the Mercer Project board of directors, Indian
Creek Yacht and Country
Club, and the Virginia Human
Resource Administration
Society. He is a former president of the Lancaster County
Chamber of Commerce, was
involved in Kilmarnock’s
Main Street project, and
retired last year as vice president of human resources and
physician recruitment from
Rappahannock General Hos-

pital.
.EQIW)ZERW7V of
16622 Mary Ball Road. Evans
is a trustee of New St. John’s
Baptist Church and owner of
Big E Grill, which formerly
operated in Kilmarnock. Until
December he was employed
by Booth’s Landscaping Company.
7LE[R(SRELYI of 37
East Church Street. Incumbent
Donahue has owned several
businesses, most recently the
Kilmarnock Inn. He is chairman of the police, public
safety, and emergency preparedness committee.
'LVMWXSTLIV%PPIR of
441 Kenmore Avenue. Planning commission member
Allen is chief of security at
Haynesville Correctional
Center in Haynesville. He is
on the Camp Kekoka board of
directors and Rappahannock
Community College citizens’
advisory committee. He also
is part of Team Lockdown
which speaks at churches and
school to promote core values
in youth, several nonproﬁt
community groups, and the
Wounded Warrior project. He

5 %
What is the most important
issue facing Kilmarnock?
'YVXMW7QMXL Bringing
decorum back into these council meetings and trying to get
everybody to work together.
It’s been too fragmented, too
ugly, and most of the people
in town are pretty fed up with
all that. It’s a very conservative town, it’s quiet, they don’t
appreciate it. I didn’t have any
of that when I was here. I was
mayor before, and it’s not sour
grapes, it’s just that I was in the
middle of the road, that kind
of a guy, I tried to make things
work here. I wasn’t a polarizing force. I tried to work with
each member of council, and I
don’t think you saw that in the
last term. I think that’s a fair
review. You can blame anybody you want.
)QIVWSR+VEZEXX
Economic development is of
course what I’m mainly interested in, and I would like to
see some blighted property

to be turned over. I’d like to
see the storefronts on Main
Street occupied. The water and
sewer departments are running
¿QHH[FHSWWKHVHZDJHLVQRW
VHOIVXI¿FLHQWZKLFKFUHDWHV
a problem on getting grants
and federal funding. I think
the problem there is we only
have 1,200 residents in town.
We don’t have the residential
population to support the water
and sewer department, and I
think that’s always going to be
an ongoing problem.
7LE[R(SRELYI:
Number one priority right now
would be the infrastructure
of the town of Kilmarnock,
that being the water, the sewer
system, sidewalks, the basic
fundamental things that the
town needs to take care of.
We have one of the highest
percentages of retirees, and
we have unsafe sidewalks for
them to walk. If you study the
comprehensive plan, at the
current rate of build-out it will
be 25 years before we reach
the capacity of our water and
sewer. We have capacity that
is grossly underutilized. We’re
only using 40% of the capacity.
We’re going to have continued
slow growth for the foreseeable
future, and even in good times,
we’re only building two or
three homes a year in the town.
People that don’t live in town
or live in town say “I’d love
to have hookup to the town
water and sewer system, and
the services that the town of
Kilmarnock can provide us.” It
only makes logical sense to do
a boundary line adjustment and
look at communities that would
like to be part of the town. We
need to maintain and repair
RXUH[LVWLQJVLGHZDONVDQGZH
QHHGWRH[SDQGRXUVLGHZDONV
so we’re pedestrian friendly.
'LVMWXSTLIV%PPIR I
thought a lot about the town,
especially being on the planning commission and planning
for the town, and the future
of the town. Everybody talks
about water and sewer and the
build-out of the town. I think
WKHWRZQ¶V¿QHRQWKDW%XWVXVtainability of the town, making
sure that it moves forward and

it doesn’t turn into a stagnant
town or even a ghost town. In
my travels in the state, I’ve
seen a lot of towns, even my
home town, they were once
bustling little communities,
and for one reason or another,
there wasn’t enough stuff to
attract youth to the area, there
weren’t many resources to get
new businesses to come to the
area, and those towns dried up
and went away. Sustainability,
SODQQLQJQRWIRU¿YH\HDUV
down the road, but for 10, 15,
20 years, setting out foundations right now, I think, is very
important for this town. And
still keeping that Kilmarnock
feel about it. Don’t change the
Steptoe’s District, still keep
that old feel to the town, what
makes it Kilmarnock, and protect the history, but still move it
forward.
What do you hope to
accomplish during this term if
elected?
'YVXMW7QMXL: Reestablish
trust in the community, with
the town, people in the county
government. They seem to
think the town of Kilmarnock
is sometimes like a circus.
I’m a basic kind of guy. I’m
conservative as far as spending money and proposing new
things, but I’m progressive. I
was involved in the Main Street
Project and things like that. I
want to see the town grow in a
progressive, controlled manner,
and I think it’s important that
you have jobs and opportunity
for people. This is the commercial center of the lower Northern Neck, so it’s important to
maintain that. I think the town’s
done a good job as far as putting in incentives and things
OLNHWKDWWD[SDFNDJHVKDYLQJ
water and sewer available, and
I think that they’ve done the
necessary stuff. Unfortunately,
the economy has really been a
major damper, and nobody here
LVJRLQJWR¿[WKDWLW¶VJRLQJ
WR¿[LWVHOI%XW\RXZDQWWR
project a good, stable image
to the business community.
They want to know that you’re
going to control your costs,
WKDW\RX¶UHJRLQJWRNHHSWD[HV
under control, you’re going to

have adequate crime prevention and things like that.
)QIVWSR+VEZEXX: If I
get re-elected for four years,
I hope that at the end of four
years we’ve got our branding
for the area well on the way.
A brand that, when it’s mentioned, the river counties come
up. I don’t think we’re ever
going to be a destination point.
We don’t have the lodging to
handle major events, but there
is an enormous amount of traf¿FIURPWKHORZHUHQGRIWKH
Northern Neck through Kilmarnock, and we need to capitalize
on that. I think the school board
and the board of supervisors
seriously need to look at our
school facilities. I would love
to see the high school and primary school located on this end
RIWKHFRXQW\7KHH[SHQVHVRI
maintaining that facility just
don’t make sense. It probably
won’t happen in my lifetime,
but I would love to see the
county purchase the property at
Route 200 and Harris Road for
a middle and high school, and
move the primary school into
WKHH[LVWLQJIDFLOLW\,WZRXOGEH
a tremendous economic boost
to Kilmarnock. With us having
our own deep wells and our
own sewage treatment plant, it
just makes sense to have those
facilities here.
7LE[R(SRELYI:
Number one priority is to reactivate the Main Street Committee. We’ve let it go for ten
years. We built it, I was on the
original formation committee
that raised the funds, we did
a phenomenal job getting the
Main Street project done, and
then we kind of walked away
from it. Then I would say that
the second biggest issue is
this boundary line adjustment.
When we started the Main
Street Project, we brought in a
group of around 20 stakeholders. We all worked together
to get the Main Street project
done. I think we owe it to the
people of the community that if
the federal government and the
state government still has funding available for main street
projects, we need to go after
that money because we pay

WD[HVLQWR5LFKPRQGEXWZH¶UH
not asking for it back into our
community. I remember when
I served on that committee,
in one day, we went down to
Richmond, and we got a commitment for over $500,000 of
state money to bring back to
Kilmarnock to start the Main
Street Project. I don’t know if
that funding is still available,
but if it is, we need to ask those
questions.
'LVMWXSTLIV%PPIR: Look
at every issue that arises very
objectively. Take into account
state laws, the citizens’ interest,
and make a decision not necessarily what your own agenda
would have you do, but what
would be best for the town.
Take all facts into account,
suspend judgment before you
make a deciding vote. I have
real interest in sidewalk projects. You have a lot of tractor
trailers that go down Harris
Road, and there’s no sidewalks
there. You have the YMCA, the
free health clinic, the hospital,
you have a lot of pedestrian
WUDI¿FDORQJ+DUULV5RDGULJKW
there, so one of my big pushes
for the comprehensive plan is
WR¿QLVKVRPHRIWKHVLGHZDONV
Some of them need to be
upgraded, some of them need
UHSDLUDQGZHÀDWRXWQHHG
sidewalks in certain areas. I’d
hate for a pedestrian to get hit
on that road because we have
VRPXFKWUXFNWUDI¿F(YHU\
day I go through there, I see
youth walking along that road,
I see people walking to the free
health clinic. We’re trying to
invite individuals into Kilmarnock to enjoy the town, and
part of that is parking in our
free town parking and walking.
Thinking beyond this term,
what is your long range vision
for economic development in
Kilmarnock?
'YVXMW7QMXL: We would
like to see some light industry come in here that might
employ 20 people or so. We’re
not looking for big manufacturing, it’ll never happen. We
don’t have a railroad or interstate, things like that. We don’t
even have high speed internet
here. But smaller businesses.
Some of it’s tied to our school
system and things like that. The
previous town councils, even
before I became part of itߊI
served under two mayorsߊall
of them, and the councils
before them, all of them were
progressive as far as looking
ahead, establishment of the
hospital and that kind of thing.
But things are slow to happen
here because of our remoteness
and the conservative nature of
WKHDUHD)RUH[DPSOH,ZRUNHG
at Rappahannock General Hospital for 30 years. I left to work
for Bon Secours, better opportunity, better pay, and I hated to
leave here because I’m a native
MEET, continued on page A9

Re-Elect Raymond C. Booth, Jr.
Mayor Town of Kilmarnock

VOTE MAY 6, 2014

CALL ME ANYTIME AT 761-5520
Or stop by for coffee at the Kilmarnock Inn
The only Kilmarnock business owner running for Town Council.
Independent with Proven Leadership.
Track record of protectying, restoring and planned growth in Kilmarnock.

Shawn Donahue
37 East Church Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

As Mayor, I will oppose:
s )NCREASES IN TAXES OR NEW TAXES
s )NCREASES IN WATER AND SEWER RATES
s %XCESSIVE SPENDING OF ANY TYPE
INCLUDING UNNECESSARY GOVERNMENT CONFERENCES STUDIES
and consultant fees
As Mayor I will support:
s -ORE OPEN GOVERNMENT ,ETS STOP HIDING THE FACTS
s 2EDUCING TOWN REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES AS
THEY ARE DUPLICATIVE TO COUNTY TAXES WE ALREADY PAY
s 2EDUCING THE EXTREMELY EXCESSIVE MEALS TAX FROM
5% to 3%
s 4HE TOWN TAKING lNANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE COST OF
FAILING SEWER LINES INSTEAD OF PUTTING THIS COST ON OUR CITIZENS
s  HOUR POLICE PROTECTION FOR OUR RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES
!UTHORIZED BY 2AYMOND "OOTH
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Meet the Kilmarnock Town Council candidates —
of this area. But sometimes
you have to do what you have
to do, and you go where the
opportunity is. Young people
are an important part, but I
don’t think the focus is on that
here. It never has been.
Emerson Gravatt: I’d
like to see the technology park

have some more light industry
in there, something that’s going
to employ 50 people or more,
but be able to employ people
from Lancaster County. The
property is there and available
with economic incentives for
businesses to move in there,
so I would like to see that

development. And again, I’d
like to see the empty buildings
in town occupied. There are
special issues with a number of
them, but as time goes on, I’m
67 years old now, been born
and raised here, and the town
has, from what it was 60 years
ago to what it is today, nobody

continued from page A8
could have ever imagined. So
the same thing in the next 40,
50, 60 years. Who knows what
the future holds. Kilmarnock
is unique in that we’ve got the
larger commercial population
and the business population
with limited residential population. So it’s a unique entity.

KILMARNOCK VOTES: Candidates for Mayor
Compiled by Renss Greene
Mayor candidates on the
May 6 ballot are:
Mae Umphlett of 387
Waverly Avenue. Council
member Umphlett is practice manager at Chesapeake
Medical Group Lively Family
Practice. She attends Irvington
Methodist Church and helps
with the Red Cross.
Raymond Booth of 86
Waverly Avenue. Incumbent
Booth is owner of Booth’s
Landscaping Company. He
is a former chairman of the
Kilmarnock planning commisRaymond Booth
sion and member of the Lancaster Lions Club, and current
spend less money. The mayor
member of the Lancaster By
also has a great opportunity
the Bay Chamber of Comto inﬂuence tax policy. One of
Q&A
the things that I’m most proud
What do you see as the
of during my term of ofﬁce
mayor’s role in Kilmarnock?
is that taxes have remained
Mae Umphlett: I think
the same. Business taxes have
to present a positive image
actually been slightly lowered.
and goodwill for the town.
Conducting oneself in a posi- It’s very important that the
mayor set the tone and try to
tive manner at meetings and
inﬂuence the policy regarding
in the public, and having a
good relationship with council taxes. Quite frankly, our citimembers. During the meeting, zens pay enough. I’m going to
conducting the meeting being ensure that taxes do not go up.
What do you hope to
respectful of others, no arguaccomplish during the next
ing. You don’t have to agree
with everything, just conduct term if elected?
Mae Umphlett: I ceryourself professionally.
tainly want to endorse ecoRaymond Booth:
nomic development. We don’t
Despite charter changes that
want any more storefronts
diminished the authority of
empty, we don’t want any
the mayor somewhat, the
mayor is still the chief ofﬁcial more vacant homes. Kilmarof the town, and that gives the nock can’t stand still, and
that’s why I voted for the new
mayor great opportunities to
town hall and Rappahannock
inﬂuence policy. It certainly
Community College. If we
gives the mayor an opportunity to take the issues directly stand still, then businesses
are not going to come and
to the people. There are a lot
of issues that are important to occupy the vacant buildings
the citizens, and it’s informa- we have now. People’s home
tion that really doesn’t get out values will go down, more
people will be moving out
there. We still have people in
of town, and we have to stay
our government that would
ahead of that. We’re supportlike to not see that happen,
but government is more open ing the merchants by this
building being here. Anybody
today than it was when I
that would be coming from
took ofﬁce. The use of the
out of town and had seen the
bully pulpit by the mayor is
important in opposing exces- old building and then seeing
sive spending. I preach to this this new building would know
current tax-and-spend council that we were forward thinking on things. Kilmarnock
all the time that we need to

Mae Umphlett

cannot stand still or downtown will just go to pot. I’m
on the economic development
committee. We’ve been working very hard on branding
and marketing Kilmarnock.
We’ve got to attract people
here. Light industry would
be great for the technology
park. Sidewalks for our community. Certainly one of the
biggest things is to continue
to replace our water lines that
are 50 or better years old.
Instead of patching we are
replacing them, and I think
that’s positive.
Raymond Booth: All
of us pay about seven different taxes: cell phone, phone
line, electric usage, cable, real
estate, and personal property.
We pay the tremendously
excessive meals tax, one of
the highest anywhere in the
state. I would like to see that
there are no tax increases.
Even though water and sewer
rates are not taxes, I would
like to see that those remain
constant. Property taxes and
real estate taxes, because
they’re taxes that are duplicative to the Lancaster County
taxes, we need to reduce. We
need to pare down this very
expensive meals tax. We need
to reduce it from 5% to 3%,
which is essentially reducing
it 40%. If we reduce those
three taxes, it will reduce our
town revenues by $250,000
to $300,000. That’s approxi-

YOUR LETTERS
Call on Delegate
Ransone to support
Medicaid plan
Del. Margaret Ransone
recently demonstrated she does
not care about the people of the
99th District or about the facts
of Medicaid expansion. Her
allegiance is to partisan politics and Republican misinformation.
The April 17 Rappahannock Record carried a frontpage story detailing the impact
on our local hospital of the
Republican failure to approve
Medicaid expansion. Virginia
First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe,
ofﬁcials from Rappahannock
General Hospital and Bon Secours Health System, and local
physicians held a public meeting to discuss the impacts of
Medicaid non-expansion on
RGH.
Where was Del. Ransone?
She should have been at this
meeting to learn facts about
this critical issue.
As revealed at this meeting, the failure of Virginia
Republicans to approve Medicaid expansion costs RGH
around $1,000,000 in lost revenue. Other small rural hospitals, similar to RGH, are in
danger of closing.
Yet, Virginia Republicans—
Del. Ransone included—continue to lie to us, claiming
“Medicaid is broken, we can’t
trust the feds to pay their
share.”
Medicaid is not broken. If
Virginia Republicans believe
this, then why have they not
proposed ﬁxes?
Virginia Republicans aren’t
concerned about losing billions
of federal dollars that pour into
Virginia annually for roads,

ports, law enforcement, education and other programs. Why
single out Medicaid expansion
funds as being unreliable?
An Oregon study reveals that
between 300 and 900 Virginians will die this year for lack
of medical insurance. Uninsured women will not undergo
screening for cervical and
breast cancers, low-income
diabetics will skip their medication—meanwhile, Del. Ransone joins her Republican colleagues in turning their backs
on uninsured Virginians.
Gov. McAuliffe has proposed a Medicaid expansion
program that will aid thousands of Virginians and keep
hospitals open. Del. Ransone
needs to hear from the people
she is not representing—tell
her to support Medicaid expansion.
Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Volunteer
experience

April is volunteer month
throughout the U.S. Most of us
who live in this area know the
joys of volunteering. There are
certainly many varied opportunities in this community to
volunteer.
Here in Lancaster County we
are very fortunate to have the
pristine gem that is Historic
Christ Church. Completed in
1735, Christ Church is recognized as the best example of
colonial ecclesiastical architecture surviving in Virginia
and indeed the country.
During the course of a year,
there are upwards of 14,000 visitors to Christ Church. These
visitors are greeted by some of
the best trained, most informed
volunteers with whom I have
ever had the privilege to work.

Each volunteer—whether serving as a docent, receptionist,
researcher, ﬂower arranger,
herb gardener, librarian, newsletter editor, in clerical support
or in some other capacity—
participates in training programs that are both exceptional
and fun. Training takes place
at the beginning of the year
and continues throughout the
formal visitor season, April 1
to November 30.
In addition to this training, volunteers are invited to
go on “Parish Crawls,” or bus
trips to other colonial Virginia
churches, houses, courthouses
and archaeological sites that
give volunteers context to their
work at Christ Church. Volunteers also take part in a variety
of social activities throughout the year, such as a season
opening celebration, a fall recognition brunch, and special
lectures, receptions and book
signings.
Of course, more volunteers are always needed, and
this year more than ever are
needed as the number of visitors increases and some of
our older volunteers retire. I
encourage everyone in our area
to consider this incredibly fun,
very rewarding and highly educational opportunity to volunteer at this wonderful National
Historic Landmark.
Jill Worth,
Irvington

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record Online
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804.435.1701 ex 16
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mately 10% of our town
budget every year, and by
better spending, by cutting
out excessive spending, by
not spending a lot of money
on these VML conferences,
by not doing these employee
salary increases every year
which we can’t afford, and by
making other, wiser spending decisions we can cut the
budget enough so that we can
give citizens the tax break
they deserve and still balance
our books.
What is the most important
issue facing Kilmarnock?
Mae Umphlett: I think
the most important thing
is economic development.
Getting people to visit here,
move here, attracting businesses, and so forth. I know
ﬁnancially that the town is
in good shape, and I think
we were ahead this past year
$400,000 plus, which goes
back into capital improvement. Just knowing that,
people know that it’s on a
good track for the sewer lines
and for the sidewalks and so
forth.
Raymond Booth: I’d
like to see us get back to
basics. That may not include
one particular big category,
but I’d like to see us, instead
of concentrating on big ticket
items like the Town Hall purchase, go back to the basics of
installing sidewalks, installing
street lamps in our neighborhoods, and doing more things
that really make a difference
in people’s lives. I believe that
if we can have a near milliondollar town hall, with plush
accommodations for our staff,
we also need to make sure
that we do things like take
ﬁnancial responsibility for our
failing sewer lines, instead of
asking our citizens to dig up
the streets and pay the bills
themselves. Localities at all
points take reasonable responsibility for failing sewer lines.
We don’t, and I just think this
is a no-brainer. Secondly, we
need to provide our citizens
and businesses with 24-hour
police protection. Again, I
think if we’re going to spend
the money for things like the
new town hall, we need to be
able to enhance these essential services, and we need
to be able to do that without
raising taxes.

Shawn Donahue: You
can’t have economic development, even in our business
park, without the water and
sewer down there. We have
land down there that we need
to get the road and the water
and sewer into that marketplace. I think the real charm
of Kilmarnock in economic
development is going to be
slow, gradual growth with the
retirees moving into the community, which we’ve demonstrated over the years is going
to be a service-based community.
Christopher Allen: You
want to have things that will
keep people here and bring
QHZSHRSOHLQDQG¿UVWDQG
foremost are businesses. You
want to do things that support those businesses and their
interests, not put so many regulations on them that they’re
barely getting along. Second,

if you’re going to have people
come to the area to stay, you
need to look at the housing
issues, if you’re going to build
some planned developments, or
you’re going to get some apartments in close proximity to the
town. Thankfully, everybody
that lives in town hopefully
is not moving, so there’s not
going to be a lot of real estate
for sale, but you still want to
balance the old town feel. You
don’t want to have apartment
complexes pop up everywhere
and change the way the town
looks, or change the dynamic
RIWKHWRZQ,W¶VD¿QHOLQHWKDW
you have to walk, but you can
set those building stones now
so 20 years down the road, it
would allow maybe a planned
development to come in that
wouldn’t change this town’s
feel, but allow people to move
in to enjoy the Northern Neck
and all it has to offer.

LEARN TO SAIL
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Dr. Prince & Dr. Grifﬁth have retired.
Northern Neck Eye Center
OD PC has closed
If you were seen in our ofﬁces
on/after February 14, 2013 your records are
at the ofﬁces of Dr. Allen Wagner at 757-481-4400.
If you are a West Point patient
seen before February 14, 2013 your records have
also been taken to the ofﬁces of Dr. Allen Wagner.
You can reach Dr. Wagner’s ofﬁce at 757-481-4400.
If you are a Warsaw patient or a Weems patient
seen before February 14, 2013 your records are at
Dr. Harold Weiler’s ofﬁces at 435-0547.

We sincerely appreciate your business
these last 50 years.
Dr. James R. Prince OD
Dr. Floyd L. Grifﬁth Jr. OD
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YOUR LETTERS
No need for ramp

Do you remember?
8LMWTLSXSWYFQMXXIHF]6YWWIPP;E]RI+EWOMRWWLS[WXLISPHJIVVMIWEX-VZMRKXSR
[MXLXLIWXIEQFSEX[LEVJMRXLIFEGOKVSYRH8LIJIVV]VERJVSQ-VZMRKXSRXS9VFERRE
ERHPEXIVXS+VI]W4SMRX8LIJII[EWJSVGEVERHHVMZIVSVJSVXVYGOW-XPIJX
IZIV] LEPJ LSYV WEMH /MPQEVRSGO 1YWIYQ TVIWMHIRX 'EVVSPP 0II %WLFYVR ±(S ]SY
VIQIQFIV#²MWEGSQQYRMX]WIVZMGISJXLI/MPQEVRSGO1YWIYQ

YOUR LETTERS
Don’t mess with
mother nature

several hundred feet with a
navigable width of only 40
feet speaks for itself. Even
after exiting the dredged channel, users of the proposed boat
ramp will encounter more
hazards to navigation, including several shoals, fallen tree
limbs, ﬂoating branches and
logs.
Once out of Simmons
Cove, a vessel has to navigate 2.3 nautical miles to get
to the open waters of the
Chesapeake Bay. Along the
way, there is one large very
shallow shoal near Simmons
Cove and three narrow and
shallow “S-turns” that must
be navigated carefully. We, as
residents, “found” the creek
bottom many times before
we learned to navigate the
area safely. What will happen
to inexperienced boaters traveling at 20 knots who are not
paying attention to these hazards?
There are no aids to navigation on Dymer Creek to guide
you until you get to the bay.
The county should consider the many homes and
cottages on this heavily populated creek that are owned or
rented by families with young
children or grandchildren.
Boats and jet skis navigating
this area without the necessary
vessel operating skills and local
knowledge will create a serious
safety risk to the proposed users
of the ramp and to the residents
of Dymer Creek whose children and grandchildren boat,
sail, kayak and swim there.
While we agree that public
access to our waterways is
important, the county also
has a duty to its residents
and visitors to provide that
access safely.

I have been reading articles
about a boat ramp and when
I saw a letter from Rosa Lou
Johnson, my friend, I felt it
time to make a comment. She
is so right, as well as many
others, about the “no need” for
one and the destruction.
If you have a large boat why
can’t you pay the fee to put the
boat overboard and not burden
the residents with more taxes
and some destruction of the
water’s edge?
There are needs in the
schools that are necessary now.
Shame on the board for even
considering this offer from
Mr. Sowder. The board should
make the schools the priority
as it affects more people and is
really needed.
I have lived in Lancaster
County for over 60 years and
this is the most thoughtless act
a board has ever considered.
The educational needs of
schools of the county are so
great and more children will
be helped if the money is put
there.
I substituted for Ernest Palin
his ﬁrst week of employment
in the county. He was an agriculture teacher. It was too bad
the ag position was eliminated.
The course would be helpful for the farmers and others
today.
Palin could do a lot of good
teaching the importance of
the run-off that destroys the
bay and its contents, and that
a ramp would certainly affect
much of nature’s needs. The
habitat of our creatures would
be a permanent loss, and all
for a short time of pleasure for
some.
0ISREVH)RKWXVSQ
This idea of free land is
;LMXI7XSRI
seldom free in the long run. It
has no chance of working right Creek safety
for mother nature.
Board, please reconsider is an issue
your thoughts and actions on
A major point that has not
this place for a ramp idea and been addressed in previous letnot develop it.
ters on the Dymer Creek boat
%RR&6SFIVXWSR ramp project is the effect the
;LMXI7XSRI ramp location and dredging
Petition
will have on boating safety.
I speak as an experienced
approaches
boater who holds a U.S. Mer1,500 signatures
chant Marine Coastal Masters
When starting our petition License and serves as a boatdrive against the proposed ing safety instructor and vessel
ramp in the very shallow, safety examiner. I grew up on
narrow Simmons Cove at the Dymer Creek and as a young
headwaters of Dymer Creek, boater rowed every cove and
our goal of 500 signatures nook on Dymer Creek and as
seemed impossible.
well as those of adjacent Fleets
I was scared to stand in front Bay area creeks.
of Tri-Star and Food Lion with
Dymer Creek has many
a petition, but the reception, unmarked shoals. Except for
gratitude, interest and support I the entrance markers, there
received was truly overwhelm- are no navigation aids inside
ing. I spoke for hours on end to Dymer Creek. The upstream,
people I’ve never seen before one-mile portion of Dymer
and enjoyed every minute.
Creek is twisty with many
We are approaching 1,500 sandbars. Dymer Creek has
signatures from all over the little boat trafﬁc and most local
county. I am still gathering sig- boaters have knowledge of the
natures.
creek’s shoals. The boat ramp
/EXL](EZMHWSR project, with its increase in
;LMXI7XSRI boaters, will signiﬁcantly add
to the probability of boating
Proposed ramp
accidents.
would pose
The proposed 500-footlong by 40-foot-wide dredged
a safety risk
channel will be very hazardThe construction of a pro- ous. Motorboats using the
posed ramp at the headwaters ramp area will have a difﬁcult
of Simmons Cove on Dymer time attempting to maneuver in
Creek would be a substantial this channel.
Most public and commercial
safety risk for those who would
use it and to those living on boat ramps have maneuvering
room adjacent to the ramps
the creek.
The choice of such a shal- that are several hundred feet
low and narrow portion of the wide. This maneuvering probcreek that has to be dredged lem will be more serious when

multiple boats are attempting
to use the ramp area.
At high tide, the dredged
channel will not be visible
and boats may maneuver into
the very shallow mudﬂats and
become grounded. At low tide
the dredged channel will just
be a narrow canal (or big ditch)
through a mudﬂat. Wakes from
boaters at low tide will just
wash the soft mud back into the
channel which will result in the
need for regular and expensive
re-dredging.
The Lancaster board of
supervisors needs to re-think
this project.
(EZMH,IVRHSR
;LMXI7XSRI

Call your
supervisor

The Dymer Creek Environmental Preservation Association has been involved in the
ﬁght to keep the county from
turning a small, pristine, shallow cove into a public launch
ramp.
We have obtained more than
1,400 signatures on our petition opposing this ramp, which
will beneﬁt one developer promoting water access for his offwater properties. We urge all
residents in Lancaster County
who are opposed to building
this large boat ramp on Simmons Cove, to telephone the
supervisor of their district and
express their dismay at this
expenditure of taxpayer dollars.
The proposed site is nothing but a mud ﬂat and will cost
tens of thousands of dollars to
dredge and maintain.
Please phone your supervisor today and ask him to vote
“NO” on this proposal. Supervisors are District 1, Butch
Jenkins, 462-7816; District
2, Ernest Palin, Jr.,462-5702;
District 3, Jason Bellows, 7615285; District 4, Bill Lee, 4356353; District 5, Wally Beauchamp, 435-6008.
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oritized ﬁve locations where
access is needed. A launching
The Virginia Department ramp was listed as the lowest
of Game and Inland Fisher- priority.
ies (DGIF) Grant Program
Need I say more?
8SQ,SPHW[SVXL
Announcement for FY2014,
;LMXI7XSRI
listed 137 sites in the state
where there are “Areas of Need Can we afford
for Boating Access.” There
are no sites listed in Lancaster another boat ramp?
County.
After reading about the boat
One of the ways to receive ramp controversy here in Lan“location” points in the DGIF caster County, I wonder why
grant program is by “Address- no one asks the question—can
ing a deﬁned need from the we afford it?
current Virginia Outdoor Plan
I live near Lancaster Coun(VOP).” In the VOP section ty’s only free public access
titled “Most needed outdoor ramp on Greenvale Creek.
recreation” for the Northern A few months after GreenNeck, you will ﬁnd “Public vale Creek was last dredged,
Access to state waters for non- it almost closed due to the
motorized boating (kayaks and spoils being placed in the
canoes)” as the fourth priority; wrong place. The county, the
while “Public Access to state U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
waters for motorized boating” and the contractor all said
is the 11th priority, just above they didn’t have the funds to
“Trails for horseback riding.”
Again, indicating no need.
The Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan (LCCP) is
often quoted as supporting the
location of a ramp on the east
side of the county with direct
The Lancaster County Demaccess to the Chesapeake Bay.
The following changes in the ocratic Committee will meet at
LCCP were made in the draft 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 28, at
revision dated March 28, 2013; Bank of Lancaster northside
approximately four months branch, 432 North Main Street,
after the county began negoti- Kilmarnock.
ating with the developer of the
At 7 p.m. Lancaster Comland at Simmons Cove.
munity Library director Lindsy
Prior to that date, the LCCP Gardner will present “The Next
said “…..direct access to the Chapter—Exciting Plans for
Chesapeake Bay or the Lower the Library’s Future.” Her preRappahannock River.” Fur- sentation will be preceded by
thermore, the summary for conversations and snacks, said
the chapter entitled “Access to secretary Eileen N. Wagner.
State Waters” was completely
The recent purchase of the
deleted. That summary pri- former River Lanes & Grill by

ﬁx it. The long and short of it
was that the neighbors around
Greenvale Creek had to reach
in their own pockets to pay for
the re-dredging.
Now because a piece of land
has been made available for a
new ramp, there doesn’t seem
to be any question as to availability of funds to support the
dredging and maintenance, all
of which will be an on-going
expense.
Most things in life aren’t
free and this new boat ramp
doesn’t sound like it will be
either. Looking at the opposition, I don’t believe the neighbors there will be taking up a
collection when and if the time
comes to dredge it again.
So, can we afford it?—that’s
a question for the taxpayers to
answer.
&SF2SVQER
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Library director will
address Democrats

the library has raised speculation and curiosity, noted
Wagner. Gardner will discuss
the vision for library services
in the new building. She also
will provide a review of current
services.
The new telephone number
for the committee is 286-2310.
“LIKE”
us on
Facebook!
RRecord .com

LANCASTER COUNTY

School
Superintendent
Finalists
PUBLIC FORUM
The Lancaster County School Board has selected two finalists in its search for a new
School Superintendent. Lancaster Citizens for Education invites the community’s
educators, parents, and interested citizens to meet these finalists at a public forum.
Separately, each candidate will address the forum and respond to questions.
Community participants will be given the opportunity to evaluate the candidates,
and this feedback will be collected and shared with the School Board. Community
feedback will be a valuable resource as the School Board makes its final selection, but
not the sole deciding factor.

Finalists
Mr. Jack McKinley
Principal, Belle Heth Elementary School, Radford, VA

Mr. Steven Parker
Principal, Cedar Lee Middle School, Bealeton, VA

Thursday, May 1st at 6:30 PM
Lancaster Middle School Auditorium
191 School Street, Kilmarnock
A Lancaster Citizens for Education forum. www.facebook.com/LancasterCFE

Elect Mae Umphlett
s 4HREE YEARS EXPERIENCE ON 4OWN #OUNCIL
s .O INCREASE IN WATER AND SEWER RATES
s 3UPPORTED FUNDING FOR 2APPAHANNOCK
#OMMUNITY #OLLEGE
s "USINESS AND MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE
s 2ESPONSIVE AND HARD WORKING
s 3ERVES ON THE %CONOMIC $EVELOPMENT
3EWER AND 7ATER 0OLICE AND %MERGENCY
3ERVICES COMMITTEES
s #OUNCIL LIAISON FOR THE 0LANNING
#OMMISSION

Vote mae for mayor on may 6th
Paid for by friends of Mae Umphlett for Mayor

