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In most publications and during most 
speeches about the attack on Pearl 

Harbor, Katya Shoemaker Spicuzza is 
simply referred to as “the baby.”

“My brothers speak somewhere every 
December because they can remember. 
Not me, I was just a baby. That’s what 
they call me in this, the baby,” she said, 
holding up a book about the chil-
dren of Battleship Row.

Spicuzza, who now lives in 
Irvington with her husband, Wil-
liam, a retired U.S. Army Colonel, 
was only 7 months old when the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941. She and her family lived on Ford 
Island’s Battleship Row, across the harbor 
from where the battleship Arizona was 
attacked. Spicuzza’s father was the com-
mander of the Naval Air Station.

Born on Mother’s Day in 1941, she was 
an infant when the Japanese bombers 
struck and her claim to fame is being the 
youngest survivor of Pearl Harbor.

“Of course I don’t remember a thing,” 

said the vivacious 72-year-old.
She was told she was carried from their 

home several blocks away to a shelter by 
a soldier. All the families on Ford Island 
were taken to the safety of dungeons and 
during the next few weeks, all left the 
island for the mainland. Most never spoke 
or saw each other again until recently 
when they were reunited in Virginia 
Beach on February 28.

“These people hadn’t seen each other in 
72 years,” said Spicuzza. “It was wonder-
ful.”

Following the invasion, Spicuzza’s 
family went to Honolulu for three 
months then eventually ended up in 
Vietnam after her father was appointed 
to a special post by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. So she didn’t really know 
any of the children on Battleship Row. 
Nonetheless, just hearing the stories and 
the sharing of memories at the reunion 

made the event special.
The reunion happened because last year 

Katrina Luksovsky decided she wanted 
to find out who lived in her house on 
Ford Island during the attack. Many of 
the child survivors now live in Virginia, 
which is why she chose Virginia Beach 
for the reunion.

Spicuzza showed off an orchid lei, 
imported from Hawaii, that was presented 

to each guest. She also received 
an aerial map of Ford Island in 
1941. She’ll add the map and the 
dried orchids to her collection of 
memorabilia, which includes a 

50th anniversary medal she was presented 
in 1991 at the Naval Academy in Annapo-
lis. She is one of about 22 remaining sur-
vivors of Ford Island and will be part of 
the book Luksovsky is planning to write.

Spicuzza plans to return to Hawaii’s 
Ford Island in February 2015.

She’ll visit Battleship Row and look for 
the plaque and picture of her, her brothers 
and dad that will be placed at the home 
where she lived for just seven months. 
She is “the baby” in the family photo.

LANCASTER—In a face-off with county 
officials, about 75 Dymer Creek residents 
opposed to a public boat ramp in their neigh-
borhood prolonged the board of supervisors’ 
agenda Thursday with over two hours of criti-
cism and finger pointing. 

The meeting began with a public comments 
section during which more than two dozen par-
ticipants spoke concerning the boat ramp. Two 
scheduled public hearings were delayed for so 
long, many of the citizens interested in them 
went home before the hearings took place.

Speakers from the Dymer Creek Environmen-
tal Preservation Association (DCEPA) focused 
on what they called the county’s secrecy in 
obtaining the property, which the county denied, 
saying the law allows them to meet in closed ses-
sion to consider acquisition of land.

Others spoke out in favor of the public ramp, 
saying there will always be a vocal neighbor-
hood against public access in their “back yard” 
and the county needs to support the silent major-
ity who have no access.
Secret negotiations

One of the DCEPA organizers who lives near 
the proposed ramp site, Carl Smith, said county 
officials have kept a “veil of secrecy” around the 
project since 2012, which resulted in the public’s 
“erosion of confidence and trust” in them.

Another creek resident, George Simmons, 
compared the “secrecy” of the deal to federal 
government cover-ups like Watergate, Iran-Con-
tra and Monica Lewinsky. 

“There’s no place for that and no place for 
acquiring free land...secret contracts for spend-
ing tax dollars without the public knowing and 
hidden in budgets,” he claimed.

“You don’t expect us to believe a land devel-
oper gave you five acres for nothing in return,” 
said Delores Thomas. She said the ramp would 

be in “our backyards...Shame on you. People 
don’t like the way it was done.”

Several creek residents focused on reasons the 
creek is not suitable for a public boat ramp.
Bad location

Bill Sullivan said the county’s plan to dredge 
the creek wouldn’t work because they wouldn’t 
be able to get the “three-to-one slope” needed to 
prevent it from silting back in again. “The head-

waters of a creek will silt up a lot quicker than 
other locations,” he said.

Len Engstrum noted the shoals and curves 
of the creek make it ripe for accidents, an argu-
ment several other speakers made. “The opening 
of Dymer Creek to the bay is where tubing and 
water skiing is done,” he said.

Dr. Don Davidson testified the water width 
needed for a ramp is 250 to 400 yards while the 

proposed ramp would be where the width is only 
50 yards.

Disturbing the natural habitat of nesting birds, 
fish, crabs and other wildlife was the focus of 
Beth Kendrick’s remarks. She said dredging will 
smother fish eggs and boaters will destroy the 
natural shoreline of the creek.

“Listen to mother nature—not run her over 
with a jet ski,” she said.

Mickey Kendrick talked about the initial and 
on-going costs of the ramp and storm water run-
off.

Margaret Socey said there are better ways for 
the county to spend taxpayer dollars, and made 
several suggestions including improving school 
facilities, pay raises for teachers, building afford-
able housing, or contributions to the library, fire 
and rescue services or a public fishing pier.

Donna Weiler talked about police service at 
the site as well as oil and gas spills by boaters.

Several speakers suggested a system of 
county coupons for use at privately owned boat 
launches.

John Cardwell, who said the county was look-
ing for a boat ramp when he was a supervisor 30 
years ago, questioned whether a boat ramp was a 
permitted use in a residential district.

“County sanctioned is by-right,” replied 
county planning and land use director Don Gill.
Supporters

Citizens who favored the ramp held their com-
ments until most of the opposition had spoken.

Dana Gilmore noted he is sympathetic to the 
group’s concerns, but said they are the same 
complaints he’s heard over the past 20 years 
from other neighborhoods when a public ramp 
was proposed. “Not in my back yard,” he called 
them. He suggested the group “get serious about 
public-owned public access” and put their efforts 
behind finding another suitable location. “Get it 

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board approved a 2015 fiscal 
year budget last week that would 
extend the school year by two weeks, 
return to the two-bus route system, 
and give teachers new laptops and a 
small pay increase.

The cost of these measures drive 
the budget up to $15,887,458, an 
increase of $468,340 (3%) over 
the current budget. Food service 
accounts for $633,874 of the total. 
County taxpayers would contrib-
ute $10,772,272, an increase of 
$346,788, or 3.3%, if county super-
visors agree to the request. 

The budget passed on a 3-1 vote. 

Supporting the measure were District 
4 member Patrick McCranie, District 
3 member Don McCann and District 
5 member and board chairman Dr. 
Robert Westbrook. 

District 1 member Bob Smart voted 
against passage, saying he was “95% 
in favor of the budget” but could not 
support giving administrators a pay 
increase since they received signifi-
cant raises under former school super-
intendent Daniel Lukich and are now 
paid higher than their counterparts in 
most neighboring counties. 

District 2 member Ella Davis was 
not present due to health issues.

Before the vote, McCann ques-
tioned the return of several items pre-
viously scratched from the budget, 

including returning to a dual bus 
route system that pushed the budget 
up about $145,000.

“This wasn’t put up for discussion 
prior to the public hearing,” he said. 
“I’m not comfortable voting for some-
thing we didn’t have time to talk about.”

“It was brought up in the work 
session,” said acting superintendent 
Sandy Spears. Staying with a one 
bus system that transports students 
to all three schools lengthens the day 
for teachers because they must be 
in school earlier and stay later. The 
schedule didn’t allow “tutoring to 
begin in a timely fashion,” she said.

McCann said he didn’t remember 
it being brought up. He argued the 
one-bus system was started in order 

to be more efficient and save money. 
“I realize $60,000 in this size budget 
isn’t much, but it was stated it was 
something we should do for efficien-
cies.” He suggested the money would 
be better served going into bigger 
increases in teachers’ salaries.

“This has been done in a whirl-
wind,” said Smart. “I don’t think 
we’ve done a fine-tuned accounting 
of how much we were saving” on a 
single bus system.

“I appreciate Mr. McCann’s com-
ments,” said McCranie. “We can take 
that money and give it to teachers in 
pay raises, but I’ve seen what hap-
pens when the bus drops off kids and 
then heads out to the next school. It 
causes confusion.”

McCranie said the system works 
in neighboring counties because their 
schools are clustered together and 
not spread out like Lancaster’s.

Regarding teachers’ laptops, 
Spears noted the old computers 
could not be repaired and that replac-
ing them next year would cost even 
more.

The school proposals will now 
go before the board of supervisors 
for consideration and final approval. 
However, District 1 supervisor Butch 
Jenkins has called for an ad hoc meet-
ing of the school and county finance 
committees to review the figures 
before they go before the full board. 
That meeting was not scheduled by 
deadline.

Lancaster schools want 3% budget increase
by Audrey Thomasson

Irvington resident was youngest Pearl Harbor survivor

From left, hula dancer Leilani Wakinekona greets 
Katya Spicuzza at a survivors’ reunion.

Everybody has a story

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Citizens for and against ramp site stir up a wake
by Audrey Thomasson

CITIZENS DISCUSS RAMP continued on page A2
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started,” he said.
Bill Warren said the loca-

tion is “better than other sites 
considered over the years...
and will satisfy the objectives 
of the comprehensive plan” 
to have public access to the 
bay from the east side of the 
county.

“It’s been a sore point for 
years with many county citi-
zens,” he said. “The failure 
has frustrated citizens...and 
it’s only been made worse...
since we are the only county 
in the Northern Neck not to 
offer citizens public access...
and hundreds of citizens who 
can’t afford access.”

He called the project cost 
effective and said at low tide 
the proposed site “is within 
500 feet of a good depth of 
water.”

“I commend you for taking 
steps to public access,” said 
Lloyd Hill. “I’m not saying it’s 
the ideal location...You will 
never have a perfect location. 
The time is right to do the right 
thing.”

George Bott read from the 
Declaration of Independence 
that to secure rights for all 
citizens, governments derive 
“their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.” 
Without public access, many 
residents are forced to swim 
off private land at places like 
the ferry landing, he said. 
“The public has had ample 
opportunity to comment 
during public hearings on the 
comprehensive plan” which 
calls for maximum access to 
the water, he said.

“These people need to pony 
up and pay for it so other 
people can have access,” said 
Charlie Costello.

Joe Curry said he’s lived 
here for 80 years and served on 
the planning commission. “All 
the way back then, we’ve been 
trying to find ways to get to the 
water. It’s going to be in some-
one’s backyard. There’s always 
a large vocal group against. 
But there’s a silent majority. 
You represent all the citizens 
in the county. Do what’s best...

because you’ll never satisfy 
that group of people who don’t 
want it.”
Investment thus far

Gill stated the county has 
spent less than $15,000 to date 
on the proposed site, including 
closing costs of some $1,400. 
The county accepted the gift 
of land January 23 after a 
$100,000 grant was approved 
by the state that same month. 
Net cost estimates for the proj-
ect are $189,900 for construc-
tion and dredging and $17,000 
for engineering plans, he said. 

“The perception is that this 
is a done deal. Actually, the 
reality is we are still in the 
beginning stages of this proj-
ect,” said Gill. 

Chairman Wally Beau-
champ thanked citizens for 
their comments. The issue was 
not on the evening’s agenda 
and supervisors took no action.

A resolution in support of 
the Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries grant agree-
ment was tabled until the April 
24 meeting.

The Agenda
Local Government News

The Rappahannock Founda-
tion for the Arts recently 

distributed grants to several 
organizations in support of their 
performing arts events, reported 
vice president for external com-
munications.

Recipients included Mary 
Ball Washington Museum 
& Library’s Lancaster Court 
Day Festival; Kilmarnock 
Museum’s Talent Extravaganza; 
Grace Episcopal Church’s 
Grace-ful Summer Sounds; 
Friends of Belle Isle’s Music 
by the River; Lancaster County 
Public School’s Juniata College 
Concert Choir presentation; 
and Lancaster Middle School 
Drama Club’s production of 
“Peter Pan.”

Grant application guidelines 
may be found at rappahannock-
foundation.org, or 438-5555.

RFA awards performing arts grants

KILMARNOCK—The will 
meet a week early this month due to spring break. The public 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 7, in the media 
center at Lancaster Middle School, 191 School Street, Kilmar-
nock. A closed session on a student matter will take place at 5:30 
p.m.

Agenda items include an update on the JROTC’s recent review 
by the Air Force. Also, the board will review and vote on the 
2014-15 school calendar.

HEATHSVILLE—The
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, April 10, at the 
Northumberland Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Public hearings will address:

permit conditions limiting the placement of structures to display 
merchandise between the building and highway at 581 Jessie 
DuPont Memorial Highway in Burgess, and conditions limiting 
the the display of hardscape materials.

operate a tourist home at 161 Yeocomico Lane, near Callao.

operate a repair shop in a proposed building adjacent to 119 
Polly Cove Road, near Fairport.

one travel trailer on property off Whays Creek Road, near Lilian.

LOTTSBURG—The  
will meet Monday, April 7, at 5:15 p.m. at the School Administra-
tion Office, 2172 Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg. This is a 
schedule change from the regular meeting date. 

The board will hear presentations on the Teacher of the Year 
from each school, a wind power event, the school’s forensics team, 
the Beta club, and the PAES field day. 

Supervisor of federal programs Sophronia Smith will discuss 
the Careers and Technical Education local plan.

Chairman Richard Saxer will present policy updates and Vir-
ginia School Board Association legislative position proposals. 

The school board will take action on the special education 
annual plan and the 2014-15 school calendar and nutrition budget.

WHITE STONE—The will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight, April 4, in the town hall,  433 Rappahannock Drive, 
White Stone. 

According to town manager Patrick Frere, council will set a 
date for a work session on the fiscal year 2015 budget and review 
what has been discussed in two prior work sessions. 

Council also will review a request from the Foundation for 
Historic Christ Church and is expected to adopt a resolution in 
support of the foundation’s efforts to secure funding for repairs 
to its roof, said Frere. 

Committee reports, along with reports from Frere and police 
chief Cliff Dawson, also will be presented.

Citizens discuss ramp site
continued from page A1

 Bridge inspections
Motorists may encounter single-lane closures from 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. through April 4 on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge on Route 3 for a scheduled inspection of the bridge. Flag-
ging crews will direct traffic.

Completion of the project has been delayed by snow, freezing 
rain and ice over the past several weeks. In the event of inclement 
weather, the inspection will resume on the next dry day.

 Street paving
The targeted date for asphalt paving on Waverly Avenue from 

Bellevue to the Boat Basin is April 10 and 11. The project may 
be delayed if it rains after April 1.

NEWS BREAK
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KILMARNOCK—Author-
ities on Wednesday, March 
26, responded to reports of a 
man wearing camouflage with 
full face gear and carrying a 
rifle at the edge of the woods 
near the Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles Customer 
Service Center, 110 DMV 
Drive, Kilmarnock.

The incident caused a 
lockdown at DMV, a private 
school and surrounding busi-
nesses for several hours. 

According to a press 
release issued by Lancaster 
sheriff ’s office captain Marty 
Shirilla, law enforcement 
officers responded shortly 
after the call was placed by 
a DMV employee. With the 
help of canine units, the offi-

cers searched the area in an 
attempt to locate the man.

Lancaster Sheriff Ronnie 
Crocket on Thursday reported 
the teams did not find anyone.

The man, described as six 
feet tall, was last seen enter-
ing the woods heading in the 
direction of Wiggins Avenue. 

“There is no information 
that the person attempted to 
enter the DMV office build-

this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against three individuals.

A Morattico Road man, 27, was charged March 
25 with contempt of court.  

A White Stone area man, 29, was charged March 
30 with drunk driving, reckless driving and driv-
ing suspended, all related to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash near Mary Ball and Old Salem roads. 

A Fleets Bay Road man, 30, was charged March 
31 with domestic assault and battery and for 
obstructing another from calling law enforcement 
for assistance. 

 Staff responded to a shoplifting call 
at a White Stone area convenience store, to a pos-
sible burglary on Sunset Drive (no criminal inci-
dent), to a trespass complaint in the 3200 block of 
White Chapel Road; and received a cellular E911 
call from the Reedville area about a vandalism 
complaint and transferred the caller to Northum-
berland authorities.

 Staff notified a Merry Point Road 
resident about a reflare of a controlled burn on 
their property (homeowner extinguished the fire); 
responded to a larceny of a firearm complaint in the 
3000 block of White Chapel Road (civil incident), 
and to a domestic disturbance (adult siblings) on 
Wilson Lane.

  Staff responded with Kilmarnock 
Police Department and Virginia State Police to a 
man with a gun call on DMV Drive (see related 
story), and to a juvenile behavioral complaint on 
Wesley Terrace.

  Staff responded to a trespass and 
tampering with property complaint in the Granville 
Bay subdivision (no criminal incident), to an E911 
disconnect call on Boathouse Cove (no emergency 
services needed), to a domestic assault call on Oak 
Hill Road, to a domestic disturbance on Gaskins 
Road, and to the 800 block of Weems Road for an 
assault complaint related to the domestic distur-
bance call on Gaskins Road.

 Staff responded to a suspicious per-
sons complaint on Levelfields Lane; to a hit-and-
run crash on private property at a Mollusk area con-
venience store ($2,500 damages), and with Emer-
gency Medical Services to a medical emergency on 
Sage Hill Road.

 Staff responded to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint in the 2900 block of River Road, 
to the Litwalton area on a report of property being 
found that was stolen in a burglary, to a noise viola-
tion complaint on Buttercup Lane; and received a 

walk-in complaint of assault by threat in a domestic 
case.

 Staff checked on the well-being of 
a Pinckardsville Road resident at the request of a 
concerned citizen (no emergency services needed); 
and responded to a domestic disturbance on Fleets 
Bay Road.

 Staff responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 1000 block of White Chapel 
Road; checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no emergency services 
needed); and received a walk-in complaint of a bad 
check.

Also this week, the sheriff’s staff conducted 22 
traffic stops, issued seven summonses, assisted six 
motorists, reported one deer strike accident, han-
dled three requests for traffic control, investigated 
four building alarms and logged two inmate trans-
ports.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department with 

assistance from White Stone VFD responded a 
commercial smoke alarm on South Main Street.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a hazmat 
spill in the 6000 block of Mary Ball Road and to a 
fire alarm on Belle Isle Road. 

 this week reported charges 
against six individuals.

Felonies
Norris S. Bibbens Jr., 23, of Montross was 

charged March 25 with two capias/attachments 
of the body, one from Hanover County General 
District Court and one from the Northumberland 
County JDR Court. He also was charged with one 
capias to show cause from the King George County 
Circuit Court. 

A Reedville female, 24, was charged March 26 
with driving under the influence, hit and run and 
reckless driving.

A Reedville woman, 24, was charged March 26 
with obstruction of justice and with making a false 
statement to law enforcement.

A Farnham man, 24, was charged March 28 
with a capias/attachment of the body for failing to 
appear in the Richmond County General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 46, was charged March 28 
with driving under the influence of alcohol.

A Callao man, 30, was charged March 30 with 
driving under the influence of alcohol and imped-
ing traffic.

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court on 
March 28 by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III.

James Holland Woodson, 
charged with failure to register 
as a violent sex offender on Feb-
ruary 17, was sentenced to three 
years with all but two days sus-
pended. The judge granted attor-
ney Wes Charlton’s request that 
Woodson be allowed to serve 
the sentence over a weekend in 
April.

Delaina Deanne Cooper 
was facing 65 indictments on 
embezzlement, grand larceny, 
forgery, uttering and obtaining 
money under false pretenses 
based on her employment as 
an accountant at Northern 
Neck Generator. She entered an 
Alfred plea to three felonies. All 
other charges were nolle pro-
sequi (not prosecuted). Attor-
ney Robert Hicks said Cooper 

maintains all her actions were 
authorized. She received three 
five-year sentences with all 
time suspended, supervised 
probation for one year, and was 
ordered to pay court costs and 
$7,500 in restitution at $150 a 
month starting in May.

Tyrell Montele Smith was 
sentenced to seven years with all 
but six months suspended on one 
count of felony grand larceny. He 
was ordered to pay court costs 
and $790 in restitution at $70 a 
month starting 30 days after his 
release, enter a substance abuse 
program and submit to manda-
tory screening for drugs and 
alcohol. He was represented by 
James Monroe.

Sharon Sue Evans, charged 
with probation violation, was 
assigned Will Hubbard as her 
court appointed attorney. Evans’ 
case was scheduled for 9 a.m., 
April 25.

Virginia Dawson Montgom-
ery, charged with three felonies 
of forgery and uttering and grand 

larceny, was continued to 9 a.m., 
April 25.

Brandon Michael Dunaway’s 
bond appeal hearing was contin-
ued to 9 a.m., April 7.

Corey Devon Smith’s four 
charges of probation violations 
were continued to 9 a.m., June 
13.

Quanikas Fisher’s single 
charge of probation violation 
was continued to 9 a.m., June 13. 

Lewis T. Rice’s single charge 
of probation violation was con-
tinued to 9 a.m., June 13.

Keyvone Trayus Williams’ 
five probation violation charges 
were continued to 9 a.m., April 7.

On March 14, the judge’s sen-
tence of five years all suspended 
against Ronnie O’Neil Morris 
was not part of a plea deal.

The judge took drug posses-
sion charges under advisement 
against Victoria Mieras until 
February 24 when he dismissed 
them after her successful com-
pletion of community service.  

LANCASTER—Responding to neigh-
borhood residents last Thursday, county 
supervisors turned down a rezoning request 
for a commercial garden center and office 
building near their homes on Rappahannock 
Drive south of White Stone.

The same residents fought unsuccessfully 
with the White Stone Town Council ear-
lier this year to prevent a car wash rezoning 
application on the town side of their neigh-
borhood. 

Applicant Eileen Lawson said she wanted 
to be part of the community.

“Homes as an entryway into a community 
become businesses,” Lawson said. She said 
a garden center would have minimal traf-
fic. “It’s not the kind of business that draws 

crime. People don’t want to build a house 
next to that big trucking building,” she said, 
referring to the former Wilson Trucking 
company adjacent to the parcel up for rezon-
ing. 

The property’s seller, Geneva Dawson, 
cited Kilmarnock as an example of a place 
where home owners on Main Street turn part 
of their houses into a business.  

Valerie Rich said Lawson doesn’t live in 
their community. “There’s already a flower 
shop in White Stone. I’d like to see our neigh-
borhood stay residential.”

“We do not want it in the neighborhood,” 
said Lloyd Hill, who owns property along 
that section of town. “It’s spot zoning. First 
one comes in then another commercial busi-
ness comes in. People in the community 
don’t want a business next door to them.”

“The issue is to rezone to commercial from 
R-1 (residential),” said District 4 supervisor 
Bill Lee. He said people in a residential area 
want to keep it residential. “It doesn’t matter 
what kind of business it is, we’re going to 
pluck it in the middle of a residential area and 
zone it into C-1 (commerical). They want to 
keep it the way it is. This could happen to 
anywhere people live,” he said, making the 
motion to deny rezoning.

The vote was 4-1, with District 1 supervi-
sor Butch Jenkins supporting rezoning.

“I don’t want this board to get the reputa-
tion of turning down a business. Please locate 
in Lancaster,” said District 5 supervisor and 
board chairman Wally Beauchamp.

Following a previous hearing, the county 
planning commission recommended the 
board deny the request.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Man seen with gun near DMV disappears
by Audrey Thomasson

Supervisors reject rezoning request
to preserve residential neighborhood

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

ing, nor is there any informa-
tion that anyone was threat-
ened with the firearm,” said 
Shirilla. 

The Northern Neck Mon-
tessori School, the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA, Rappah-
annock General Hospital and 
other businesses in the Harris 
Road and Technology Park 
area went on lockdown upon 
hearing the police radio call 
over scanners.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS



Hat Optional, Garden Gloves Suggested
Join us for The Earth Store’s th Annual Garden Party: Saturday, April h, 8 am - 5 pm

Landscape experts  
on site to answer questions.

Hot Dogs, Chips & Drinks, 11 am – 1 pm

WKWI Broadcasting Live, am – 11 am

Free gift to the first 50 customers with receipt.  
Limit one with purchase.

Open Sundays, 10 am - 3 pm 

  30% OFF*
Shrubs 

8 am – 1  am
*Other discounts do not apply.

  30% OFF*
Pottery 

 m –  pm
*Other discounts do not apply.

544 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, Virginia   804-577-4444   800-448-4505   TheEarthStore.net

0% OFF
All Merchandise, All Day

In-stock items only  hile supplies la   

10% OFF  
Blue Buffalo Products 

Grand Prize Giveaway

 2nd Place Prize 

3rd Place Prize  
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Nearly a generation ago one of the most 
popular American television shows was 

“The Greatest American Hero.” The title 
came to mind last week with the death of 
the greatest American hero of the last half of 
the twentieth century, Admiral Jeremiah A. 
Denton Jr. He was born in Mobile, Alabama, 
grew up there, attended the United States 
Naval Academy, and spent his first career as 
a naval officer.

In the 1960s and 1970s his name had 
become a proverbial “household word,” as he 
endured seven years and seven months as a 
prisoner of war in North Vietnam, after being 
shot down over enemy territory as a Navy 
pilot. He later said that he took each minute, 
hour and day one at a time. At the time of his 
death at 89 last Friday in Virginia Beach he 
had spent almost ten percent of his life in hel-
lacious confinement. 

When brought out and put up to be used 
for propaganda purposes, he outsmarted his 
captors by blinking via Morse Code the word 
“torture” to communicate to our government 
the treatment he and his men were receiving. 
As the Paris Peace Talks progressed to their 

conclusion, he ultimately won his freedom, 
and returned to a richly deserved hero’s wel-
come. 

The entire country resonated to his experi-
ence. When he arrived in Alabama the elderly, 
retired Catholic Archbishop of Mobile, who 
had confirmed him many years earlier, was 
present in his wheelchair on the tarmac to 
welcome him home. Once back on his native 
soil, he seemed to use the voice that had been 
denied him during those years, “when hell 

was in session,” to speak of the pride he took 
in being an American. His love of country 
and faith in God’s providence led him through 
the horrendous ordeal he faced. He used the 
words in quotation as the title of his book on 
the experience. It became a bestseller, and now 
almost 40 years later, still serves as testimony 
on what being an American truly means.

Back in the United States he resumed his 
naval career, rising to the rank of Rear Admiral. 
In the mode of Rip van Winkle, he returned to 
a country that had changed, in many ways that 
he found wanting for the American destiny. 
After he retired from the Navy, he decided to 
seek election to the United States Senate from 
his native state of Alabama, and although con-
sidered an underdog, in 1980 he won the seat. 

As a Senator, despite his low seniority, 
he became a national advocate for respect 
for traditional American values. Whether in 
the Navy, in prison or in the Senate, he was 
unwavering in his loyalty and dedication to 
duty. In any circumstance he stood for honor 
and honesty, and never vacillated. 

In 1986 he narrowly lost his Senate re-
election bid, for which I had personal regret 

having been one his enthusiastic supporters 
in 1980 while I was living in Alabama, but 
then being unable to vote for his return after 
moving home to the Northern Neck shortly 
before the election. 

With his political career behind him, he too 
moved to Virginia, settling in Williamsburg. 
With his family he established a foundation to 
promote traditional American family values, 
and became a proponent of assuming personal 
responsibility on the part of all Americans to 
see that our country fulfills its promise in the 
world at large. 

Admiral Denton met every nuance in the 
definition of a great American hero. In reality 
the old television program usurped his most 
basic title, one that surpasses that of Admiral 
or Senator in the minds and hearts of those 
who knew him or followed his illustrious 
career, one that is recognizable to everyone, 
and one that characterizes the age in which it 
is applied. Jeremiah Denton for our time was 
“the greatest American hero.”

Jeremiah Andrew Denton Jr., Rear Admiral 
and United States Senator, July 15, 1924 – 
March 28, 2014, R.I.P.

When brought out and put 
up to be used for propaganda 
purposes, he outsmarted 
his captors by blinking via 
Morse Code the word “tor-
ture” to communicate to our 
government the treatment he 
and his men were receiving. 

Focal Point

Optimism

Photo by Carol Dingley

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

The May 6 election is about a month 
away and the letters of endorsement are 
beginning to bring a little relief from the 
climate change debate and the Simmons 
Cove ramp site scuffle.

However, let’s review the guidelines for 
election letters so we’re all playing by the 
same rules.

Letters commenting on candidates in 
the May 6 election will be published in 
the Rappahannock Record as space allows 
through the April 24 issue.

No election letters will be published May 
1, the Thursday before the election.

Letters should contain the name of 
the writer, place of residence and phone 
number. Phone numbers will not be pub-
lished but are required in case the writer 
needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and to the 
point. All letters are subject to editing. No 
more than two letters from the same writer 
will be published. Letters from the same 
writer are not published in consecutive 
issues.

In the event multiple letters contain the 
same or similar message, they may not all 
run. Letters obviously part of a letter-writ-
ing campaign or those obviously abstracted 
from a blog or other internet site will not be 
published.

No attacks on a candidate’s personal 
life will be published. Statements that are 
obviously false, rumors and hearsay will 
not be published. Writers are reminded it 
is a misdemeanor in Virginia to knowingly 
submit false information for publication in 
a newspaper.

Letters from candidates will not be pub-
lished between now and May 1, and then 
only if there is a demonstrated need to 

respond to a specific error mentioned in a 
prior letter. Thank you letters will not be 
published.

While we’re at it, let’s review the general 
guidelines for letters to the editor.

Letters on current events and other topics 
of community interest are welcome. Be as 
brief as possible. Keep letters to 300 words 
or less. Sign your name and include your 
address and phone number for verif ication, 
or clarif ication, even when emailing the 
letter.

Do not write on personal matters, praise 
or condemn private businesses, or send 
form letters, thank you letters, malicious 
letters, promotional letters, anonymous let-
ters, or letters addressed to someone else. 
Letters from the same author will not be 
published in consecutive weeks.

All letters are subject to editing for 
length, clarity, or potentially libelous state-
ments.

Several civic-minded readers have 
inquired about campaign coverage. 

In coming weeks, Record reporters will 
interview the candidates in contested races 
one-on-one, and their reports will appear 
prior to May 1.

To accompany those articles, the report-
ers will gather brief biographical sketches 
and photos. The goal is to include this 
information for all candidates whose names 
appear on ballots, as well as any known 
write-in candidates.

Meanwhile, candidates and their sup-
porters are reminded that an advertisement 
in the Rappahannock Record could be the 
best way to get their message across to the 
voters, in exactly the way they wish it pre-
sented. Our advertising staff and graphic 
designers are ready to help.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

I hope the voters of Kilmar-
nock will evaluate the experi-
ence held by our mayor before 
casting their votes on May 6.

In 2008 he led the opposi-
tion to a tax increase of 52% 
proposed by the council at that 
time; it was reduced to less 
than 10% due to his efforts and 
other concerned citizens.

He has opposed any efforts 
to raise water and sewer rates. 
They have remained the same 
during his term. Individual real 
estate and property taxes have 
also stayed the same. Business 
taxes have been slightly low-
ered.

Being the owner of his own 
business he is very aware 
what impact excessive spend-
ing can make on a small town, 
for instance the new town hall 
which he opposed.

His opposition is a council 
member with less than three 
years’ experience. You make 
the decision.

Carolyn Hudnall Delano,
Kilmarnock

It’s your decision

Well, the 2+ hours of pre-
sentations (some quite good), 
pontificating and not even ger-
mane comments (fishing pier) 
before the board of supervisors 
is gratefully over.

The fully metastasized 
NIMBY (not in my back yard) 
disease was on full display; has 

Water access 
is a moral issue

vocalized its objections—no; 
sadly even “am opposed to any 
public facility...work with a 
commercial endeavor.”

A way of doing that was sug-
gested:  “vouchers” or “cou-
pons.” How demeaning is that?  
Like food stamps?

A small number of presenters 
spoke in favor, focusing on the 
unmet need and how long this 
subject has been addressed—
going on 20 years—without 
achieving success. None of 
the reasoned objections raised 
are “show-stoppers,” all can be 
managed.

What ever happened to “love 
thy neighbor”?  This is a moral 
issue. Our county is dead last 
in providing access to all its 
citizens--especially the “been 
heres.” We “come-heres” have 
a moral obligation to achieve 
success with public access in 
2014.

Now, if Dymer Creek Envi-
ronmental Preservation Asso-
ciation members are really 
serious about a solution instead 
of merely NIMBY, they’d step 
up to the hard work of achiev-
ing success at a very viable 
alternate site. The community 
and our elected leadership are 
waiting. 

Let’s get the hard work done 
to obtain either a long-term 
renewable lease or outright 
“taking” of a sliver of the 95 
acres for access to Pitmans 
Cove. This could benefit not 
only public access, but also the 
schools (establish competitive 
rowing?), the Scouts, and Boys 
and Girls Club. Then let’s work 
on the site at the end of Weems 
Road. Failure is not an option.

And, as pointed out by Mr. 
Warren, the new ramp most 
assuredly should be named 
in honor and memory of Fred 
Adjootian.

Dana J. Gilmour,
Ocran  

In a recent letter,  “Why don’t 
they get it?” the writers conclude 
from their inaccurate statements 
that the Republicans are “blinded 
to common sense” and insinuate 
the Republicans do not care about 
the health of the poor.

Such statements are false and 
repugnant. 

Medicaid is already available 
in Virginia. Who pays for the 
program, what does the program 
include and is it equitable are 
but a few of the issues involved. 
Accepting federal funds man-
dates Virginia to specific and con-
tinually increasing obligations 
forever but obligates the federal 
contribution for only three years. 
Afterward, the federal contribu-
tion will be cut back. Then, tax-
payers of Virginia will be saddled 
making up the difference. 

The article referenced a book 
by Friedrich Hayek, The Road to 
Serfdom, stating the Republicans 
should read it for guidance. I find 
that reference to be puzzling for 
many reasons; here are but a few:

the 1940s long before there was a 
concept of Medicare or Medicaid 
programs. 

-
ernment taking over any aspect 

Read the book

of personal life. To quote him, 
“Capitalism is the only system 
of economics compatible with 
human dignity, prosperity and lib-
erty. To the extent we move away 
from that system, we empower 
the worst people in society to 
manage what they don’t under-
stand.” 

“Government planning would 
make society less livable, more 
brutal and more despotic.” 

Buying into political party 
rhetoric leads to “collectivism” 
which is against Mr. Hayek’s 
teaching. I do not believe Mr. 
Hayek would agree with the use 
of his work to support the posi-
tion offered by the writer. 

I have never found a statement 
by any Republican indicating 
they don’t care about any seg-
ment of society. Please stop with 
the Republican hate statements.

Al Hall,
Reedville 

Our county government is 
basing its requirement for a large 
boat ramp on Dymer Creek 
and other future public water 
access sites on a very question-
able requirement in Chapter 5 
of its comprehensive plan.  This 
requirement states that the coun-
ty’s goal for taxpayer-provided 
public access is: “one water 
access site per 31.5 miles of 
shoreline.” 

I seriously question this county 
comprehensive plan criterion as 
it does not have any statistical 
correlation to the actual need for 
public water access. The crite-
rion, “one water access site per 
31.5 miles of shoreline” is totally 
unrelated to the county’s people 
population, boat population, or 
the number of trailer boaters 
needing public access.

 The county should conduct a 
comprehensive survey to deter-
mine the number of trailer boat-
ers desiring and needing public 
access, how often they will use 
public access, and where they 
desire public access sites to be.

Using wild guesses and ques-
tionable criterion such as “one 
water access point per 31.5 miles 
of shoreline” is ridiculous. The 
county’s personal property tax 
records contain information 
on the types of boats owned 
and where these boat owners 
reside. The county could use this 
information to send survey letters 
to those trailer boaters who do 
not live on the water to determine 
their water access needs and if 
they really require taxpayer-pro-
vided public access. 

Before the county spends 
hundreds of thousands of tax-
payer dollars building public 
access piers and boat ramps, the 
county needs to develop realistic 
data and statistics that prove the 
actual need for these water access 
sites. All public water access proj-
ects and commitments should 
be immediately suspended until 
accurate public water access 
needs data are obtained and ana-
lyzed.

David Herndon,
White Stone

Ramp decisions
should be based
on realistic data

It was a full house last Satur-
day at the Church of the Naza-
rene in White Stone for the 21st 
annual seminar of the Northern 
Neck Master Gardeners. 

The Northumberland Asso-
ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship (NAPS) had a booth 
that included a display by the 
Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL). 
Many people stopped at the 
booth to discuss the NAPS 
activities.

One lady gardener was totally 
dismissive of the display con-
taining concerns of a chang-
ing climate. She stated, “I don’t 
believe in that, the scientists 
don’t agree.” 

When a contrary opinion 
was suggested she left abruptly, 
saying. “We are just going to 
have to agree to disagree.”  

Too bad it isn’t that simple. It 
would be great if it was a discus-
sion of gardening philosophies, 
but it isn’t. Climate change is 
currently happening, it is caused 
by us, and it is bad. It is docu-
mented scientific fact; there is no 
important disagreement between 
scientists.

Earlier this month the Ameri-
can Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, the premier 
non-governmental scientific 
organization of 129,000 mem-
bers, published a unique docu-
ment titled: “What We Know.” 
The document presented three 
“key messages for every Ameri-
can about climate change...”

These messages in summary 
are climate scientists agree: cli-
mate change is happening here 
and now; we are at risk of push-
ing our climate system toward 
abrupt, unpredictable, and 
potentially irreversible changes 
with highly damaging impacts; 
and the sooner we act, the lower 
the risk and cost. And there is 
much we can do. 

The report is very short, non-
technical, easy to read and can 
be downloaded for free. The dis-
cussion should be on lowering 
the risk and cost. 

We need to take actions to 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. One effective approach 
using free market incentives is 
the carbon fee and dividend plan 
proposed by the CCL.

Gregory T. Haugan, PhD.
Heathsville

Scientists do agree

Once again I would like to 
urge Kilmarnock residents to 
vote in the coming election. 
Contact the candidates, ask 
questions and make your deci-
sion. New candidates for the 
three council seats should be 
leaders for the future, not fol-
lowers.

Although the mayor’s office 
has been degraded, I feel Ray-
mond Booth should be re-
elected as he will try to keep 
the radical spending down.

Try to attend meetings and 
assess the present council’s 
actions and make wise voting 
decisions. We need conserva-
tive leaders as our six council 
members, not easy spenders.

Robert E. Wille,
Kilmarnock

Re-elect mayor
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N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

17 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

 www.noblett.com

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2014
APPLIANCE SALES THROUGHOUT STORE
ON REFRIGERATORS, DISHWASHERS,

WASHERS AND DRYERS

COME IN AND REGISTER
TO WIN 

GE® UNDERCOUNTER BEVERAGE CENTER
DANBY UNDERCOUNTER WINE COOLER

2-PUREWASH SYSTEMS
DRAWING WILL BE HELD AT 2:00 PM

JUST ARRIVED
TRUCKLOAD OF GE SCRATCH-N-DENT

TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATORS
PERFECT FOR COTTAGES, RENTAL HOMES

OR GARAGE/SHED
PRICES STARTING AT $399

Register to win prizes
at our

SPRING

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA 22578

Now serving lunch
Monday through Saturday

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Closed Wednesday

Bentley’s Bar 
& Grille

Do you remember?
The 1945 Kilmarnock High School  baseball team is ready for action. Teammates in 
no particular order are Randolph Verlander, Theodric Purcell, Clarence Sadler, Carter 
Harding, Wilbur Hudson, Carol Davis, captain Richard Verlander, Bobby Christopher, 
Winter McCrobie, Donald Bussells, Marion Ashburn, Raymond Lewis and Samuel 
Brent. Coaches are Joe Dameron, Clyde Kirby and Henri B. Chase Jr. Anyone who 
can help put names to faces is urged to call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Ashburn, 296-0930. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

(Reprints from the April 1, 1904, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Junket Trip To Jamestown
The pilgrimage of two hundred members 

of Congress to Jamestown Island culminated 
in a banquet Saturday at the Chamberlain at 
Old Point, which for brilliancy has rarely been 
equaled.

General Fitzhugh Lee acted as toastmas-
ter and introduced the speakers. Honorable 
John Goode responded in a most eloquent 
manner: “No where on this continent can you 
find such mighty memories of a mighty past 
as down here in Tidewater Virginia,” said the 
old man eloquently, and then he proceeded to 
enlarge upon glories of Virginia in a way that 
he evoked thunders of applause. Before he 
got through, Mr. Goode showed that southern 
Democrats had added every inch of territory 
to the Union that had swelled its size in the 
century before the war between the states.

John Temple Graves, of Georgia, made an 
eloquent speech, and his allusions to the Con-
federate-Yankee general, General Lee, evoked 
thunders of applause. “It’s worth a rebellion, 
a Spanish war to find out what a great people 
we are,” said Mr. Graves, and the members 
seated at the long tables, representing every 
section of the country, applauded to the echo.

General Grosvenor, of Ohio, said he had 
just discovered that Lighthorse Harry Lee 
and old General Grosvenor had fought side 
by side at Yorktown. General Grosvenor’s 
speech was a gem. “Speaking for myself 
and a quorum of the leaders of the House of 
Representatives,” he said, and then paused- 
“We have all had a mighty good time.” The 
General concluded by saying he didn’t know 
what the Jamestown people wanted, but they 
should have it if he had to go on their note for 

them to get it. Touching on national politics, 
General Grosvenor said he wanted to see 
the Democrats name a southern man for the 
White House.

Then Sulzer, of New York, made one of the 
catch speeches of the evening, in the course 
of which he said that if Senator Martin, of 
Virginia, were made chairman of the National 
Committee a national victory would be almost 
a certainty.

Millenbeck
Wm. Beane, while in Baltimore some weeks 

ago, was robbed of all the money he had with 
him.

Mrs. E. T. Schools is visiting friends in 
Middlesex, near Saluda, this week.

W. H. Dunaway, Jas. Maston, and Eugene J. 
Carter were in Urbanna last week.

E. A. Dodson and W. H. Clark, near this 
place, we understand have traded property. 
Mr. Dodson moving to the place where Mr. 
Clark lived.

E. T. Schools left last week to visit his par-
ents in Saluda.

Kilmarnock
Our people are talking of going on the 

Helen Euphane excursion to Newport News 
launching on April 5th.

Rev. F. W. Claybrook left on Tuesday for 
Tappahannock to attend an evangelistic Con-
ference.

The stockholders of the Northern Neck 
Mutual Fire Association (our home company) 
will meet here April 7th, to perfect arrange-
ments for entering the new territory allowed 
them by recent act of the Legislature.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

There are many who believe 
a big enough government will 
resolve every societal issue. 

The big government/statist 
belief operates on the principle 
that people are not capable of 
making rational, informed judge-
ments themselves— so these big 
government busybodies adopt a 
“precautionary principle”— the 
idea that no individual idea, risk, 
action or thing should be allowed 
until it is “proven safe” for all. 

One might wonder how these 
“precautionary principles” might 
be applied to human beings.

Given the evolution of our big 
government history, will citizens 
comply and be herded like sheep? 

To do so might lead our con-
stitutional republic into a govern-
ment-run corporate monopoly, a 
slaughterhouse of the spirit and 
mind.

Forget the transitions and sig-
nificant lessons from the agrarian 
to industrial society to the pres-
ent information age— had busy-
bodies been around in the early 
beginning, their “precautionary 
principle” would have prevented 
the human species from ever 
attempting to take the risk to walk 
upright.

Matt W. Johnston, 
Lancaster

Big government
is a risk to avert

Kilmarnock elections have 
come around again. I know no 
one wants a repeat of last time.

Raymond Booth deserves 
to be re-elected as the town’s 
mayor. He has the courage to 
speak out on the issues.

While current council wants 
everyone to believe that they 
are saving lots of money, noth-
ing could be further from the 
truth. The dog park looks like 
it will need a major do-over, 
police protection has come into 
question, the new town facility 
other than being a very pretty 
building seems to do little to 
solve these issues.

The planning commission 

Re-elect Booth

re-worded the previous com-
prehensive plan based on the 
prior commission plan with no 
major changes. Many council 
members have traveled at town 
expense to a golf outing semi-
nar on how to pass more taxes. 

Wonder when the old town 
office will be sold to bring our 
finances back into line? Let’s 
keep Raymond on the job to 
keep the council in check.

R.A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

After reading the letters 
to the editor in last week’s 
paper, I feel it necessary to 
respond and point out a fact. 

Many are quick to blame 
the county board of supervi-

Separation of
school budget
and supervisors

sors for the budget issues in 
our schools. The fact is that 
the board of supervisors has 
no say in how funds are allo-
cated in regards to the schools 
budget. 

It is the school board’s 
responsibility to set the operat-
ing budget and allocate funds 
as they see fit. Once this is 
done, the budget is then sent 
to the supervisors for approval. 
To say that it is the supervisors’ 
fault that our schools went 
without a nurse is just wrong.

The good news is I feel con-
fident in our acting superinten-
dent Sandy Spears and board 
chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook to make sound decisions 
in regards to next year’s school 
budget and that will allocate 
funds appropriately.

Anne McGee,
White Stone

The Citizens Climate Lobby will meet art 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 8, at the Northumberland Public Library, 7204 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville.

The meeting will include a video presentation by Rep. Bob 
Inglis. He will discuss climate change from a conservative out-
look, reported publicity chairman Jay Walker.

  This presentation was given at the Southeast Regional CCL 
Conference in January 2014.

A continuing review of the carbon fee and dividend concept 
will conclude the meeting, said Walker.

Climate lobby meets Tuesday

YOUR LETTERS

My name is Joyce Miller and 
I have lived in Westmoreland 
County for over 40 years which 
should allow me as a resident to 
voice concern as to where this 
shallow thinking governor is 
dragging Virginia.

On January 1, 2014, Obam-
aCare cut nearly $22 billion 
from Medicare home health 
care over four years. That 
means an estimated 3.5 million 
poor and ill homebound senior 
citizens woke up on New Year’s 
Day to discover that Obam-
aCare had slashed funding for 
their home health care program. 

Last year, Medicare home 
health services were delivered 
to approximately 3.5 million 
Medicare beneficiaries. Accord-
ing to the federal government’s 
own data, these seniors are 
older, poorer and sicker than 
the Medicare beneficiary popu-
lation as whole. Many of these 
seniors also reside in rural com-
munities, where home health 
care is especially important 
because other sources of treat-
ment are often many miles 
away. 

According to the Obama 
Administration’s own statistics, 
“approximately 40%” of all 
providers of home health ser-
vices face net losses as a result 
of this Medicare cut. Put more 
plainly, 4-in-10 of all the pro-
viders on whom homebound 
seniors depend face the threat 
of bankruptcy and closure as 
a result of ObamaCare. That’s 

ObamaCare

The crowd that turned out to 
express opposition to the pro-
posed boat ramp at Simmons 
Cove at last week’s board of 
supervisors meeting was unprec-
edented.

According to opponents of the 
proposed launch facility, more 
than 800 citizens of Lancaster 
County signed petitions opposing 
the project. That number repre-
sents far more than just the resi-
dents of Simmons Cove.

Other proposed launch sites 
have also encountered public 
opposition, but none has been 
opposed as vehemently and by so 
many as the Simmons Cove proj-
ect. Why so much opposition?

The answer lies in two aspects 
of this project. First, residents are 
offended by the secrecy under 
which this proposal was devel-
oped. That issue has already been 
addressed by others. Second, is 
the very obvious inappropriate 
nature of the site proposed for the 
ramp.

Simmons Cove is a very quiet 
residential area. There is no boat-
ing traffic whatsoever in that area. 
Why?

Because there is not sufficient 
water to allow boats to operate.

The proposed ramp—that 
would require the dredging the 
length of two football fields—
would transform that quiet resi-
dential area into a very busy, 
noisy and possibly dangerous 
recreational facility. Even those 
who don’t live in the area are 
offended by the idea of local gov-
ernment forcing its will in a way 
that would fundamentally alter 
the character of a neighborhood.

I would prefer the county seek 
a site that is already commercial, 
or industrial, in character. There 
are such sites available—sites 

welcome ramp site

with deep water, open water and 
close to where boaters want to go. 
At such sites, a boat ramp would 
be welcome and probably would 
be unopposed.

Elizabeth M. Southmayd,
White Stone

I am in opposition to the pro-
posed boat launch on Dymer 
Creek. My wife and I own 
property on Ashley Cove and 
this entire thing sounds like 
déjà vu from what happened a 
few short years ago on Ashley 
Cove where the county was 
trying to shove an ill-conceived 
project down affected property 
owners’ throats. 

Anyhow, when is the county 
just going to wake up and take 
a look at a sensible solution to 
the problem, like a county pro-
vided, coupon system in which 
public boat users can use exist-
ing commercial launching 
facilities at a discounted, or on 
a no-fee basis with the county 
picking up the tab (or part of it) 
for the boat owner?

I’m sure if somebody did 
a cost/benefit analysis of the 
problem, they would find 
that the cost of building and 
annual upkeep associated with 
the Dymer Creek boat launch 
facility could very well out-
weigh the cost of implement-
ing a well thought out coupon 
system with the coupon system 
providing more flexibility to 
the boat owner as to where he/
she could launch their boat.

Charles and Rebecca Weber,
Lively

5,000 home health care compa-
nies and 500,000 jobs wiped out 
in order to pay for ObamaCare. 

This is merely one example 
of how ObamaCare is hurt-
ing American citizens, affect-
ing American businesses and 
impacting American jobs.

Joyce Miller,
Colonial Beach

Let’s pursue a 

analysis
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Farm & Home Supply, LLC
469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177

M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 pm - 5 pm

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

Hot Buy Hot Buy

Hanging Baskets

$9.99

Black Oil

$9.49

2 Cu Ft

 

 
 

$9.99

SUPER SAVINGS SATURDAY
One day only - Saturday, April 5, 2014

Hot Buy

Look for other 
great buys 
throughout 

the store

While supplies last

 

4lb 
 

$7.99

6 pk Annuals

$1.99

1 Cu Ft  
$4.99

 
 

$199.99

32 Oz.

While supplies last

Big Red Flea
Seasonal Opening!

April 5th

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Courthouse Road, Lancaster

Electronics, tools, home & garden, wicker, wrought iron, slot machine, 
Easter decorations, nautical, collectibles, vintage, household, push 

mowers, kitchen, crafts, country decor.

Big Red Treasures & Gifts
Chesapeake Commons next to Jeff’s Packaging

463 North Main Street, Kilmarnock
Thursday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.     Sunday 12:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

(804) 577-7449

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“10 Gourmet Burgers, Beer & Wine”

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
804.577.4400

IRVINGTON—Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury recently announced the receipt of a 
$1.7 million bequest from the estate of former resi-
dents Robert and Marilyn Butts.

Butts was a World War II veteran who worked 
as an electronics engineer in the Washington, D.C., 
area. His wife, Marilyn, was a travel agent. In the 
1950s they purchased property in Irvington, where 
they vacationed for years, reported vice president 
for development Elizabeth “Whiz” Harris.

Upon retirement, they relocated to Irvington, 
said Harris.

The couple moved to RW-C in 2008, she said. 
They were known as a quiet, friendly couple who 
enjoyed participating in activities at the continuing 
care community. They were also active at St. Fran-
cis de Sales Catholic Church.

“They were best known as wonderful dancers,” 

said Harris. “When we held dinner dances, other 
residents would clear the dance floor to watch 
them.”

Butts died  in 2012. Mrs. Butts died a year later. 
Because they had no children, they decided to leave 
the bulk of their estate to RW-C, said Harris.

She had spoken with the couple and knew RW-C 
would be named in their will, but was not aware 
of the amount of the legacy. “We were certainly 
surprised and thrilled to learn about this wonderful 
gift,” she added.

RW-C president Stuart Bunting said the gift is a 
real enabler for RW-C.

“It will allow us to complete a key project that 
has been under development,” said Bunting. “We 
are extremely blessed by the Butts’s generosity and 
excited about the transformational potential of this 
bequest.”

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northern Neck Master Garden-
ers are now accepting requests 
from waterfront homeowners 
seeking advice on how best to 
remedy their shoreline erosion 
problems.

Master Gardeners with the 
Integrated Shoreline Evalu-
ation and Assistance team 
(I-SEA) will conduct site 
visits and guide homeowners 
through an evaluation of their 
property. 

The I-SEA program has 
offered this service to North-
ern Neck residents since 2012, 
with team members having 
performed over 60 evaluations 
so far. I-SEA team members 
receive specialized training to 
perform this service, and utilize 
decision tools developed by the 
Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science (VIMS) to structure 
their assessments. 

“I-SEA is the only Master 
Gardener program in the 
state to offer this type of ser-
vice to waterfront homeown-
ers,” said Master Gardener 
Susan Lindsey. “It is a com-
plex program that requires at 
least a dozen of our members 
to take ongoing advanced 
training in the field of 
shoreline management and 
relies on partnerships with 
the Northern Neck Soil and 

Water Conservation Board 
and with VIMS.“

To schedule a site visit, call 
the Northumberland office of 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
at 580-5694 for an application 
form, which includes an exten-
sive questionnaire.  An I-SEA 
team will arrange to visit and to 
guide the homeowner through 
an evaluation of the property, 
explained Lindsey.

Team members will take a 
soil sample for analysis at the 
Virginia Tech soil lab, and will 
prepare a written, illustrated 
report to share with the home-
owner. The report outlines any 
problem areas and offers rec-
ommendations covering all 
aspects of shoreline mainte-
nance and run-off control. The 
cost for the visit, written report, 
soil test and resulting nutrient 
management plan, and copy 
of the comprehensive ‘I-SEA 
Homeowners’ Guide’ is $50.

For those who want to learn 
more about shoreline issues, the 
first of two workshops  will be 
held from 9 a.m. to noon April 
26 at Wicomico Church Parish 
Hall. The focus will be on “do 
it yourself solutions,” empha-
sizing alternatives to hardened 
shorelines, said Lindsey.

 The fee is $10 and pre-regis-
tration is required.  To register, 
call 580-5694.

From left are the late Marilyn and Robert Butts.

Butts estate grants RW-C $1.7 million

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Rivah Counties Chapter of the 
American Red Cross held a 
drive March 24 at  Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church.

Blood drive coordinator 
Roberta Dorman thanked the 
“hardworking committed vol-
unteers.” 

The volunteers were Ernie 
Greene, Paul Rockefeller, 
Steve James, Rick Schuder, 
Lin Spiers, George Wiley, Jerry 
Hawley, Sally Clarke, Rose 
Smith, June Turnage, Roberta 
Pouchot, Carole Purdy, Ann 
Reisner, Fern Green, Camelle 
Bennett, Martha Morrison, 
Bryan Robertson, Gretchen 
Bronson, Marilyn Crea-
ger, Kathy Hoekstra, Nancy 
Brown, Jeanne Kenney, Mary 
Anne Crane, Helen Sutphen, 
Betsy Roberts, Anita Sanders, 

Peggy Harding and Meredith 
Townes.

She also thanked the church 
for the use of the facilities.

“March is Red Cross Month 
and we thank both our donors 
and volunteers for their dedi-
cation,” said Eastern Virginia 
Region executive director Julie 
Dudley.   

“Due to the weather, our 
previous blood drive had to 
be cancelled, which occurred 
throughout Virginia leaving a 
substantial decline in blood,” 
said Dudley. “The American 
Red Cross extends their sin-
cere apology for not being 
able to accommodate everyone 
and for the long wait as sick-
ness caused short staffing.  We 
appreciate your patience and 
your willingness to wait.” 

Some 69 people responded 

Blood drive volunteers and donors thanked
to the recent drive and 53 
units were completed, added 
Dudley. 

Donors were H. Davis 
Ackerly, Andrew Billups, 
Cindy Huey, Ronald Beville, 
Dee Brown, Mahlon Brown, 
Martha Carter-McIntosh, 
Mary Conord, Anne R. Cook, 
Joyce Cunningham, Robert 
Cunningham, Cyrus Daven-
port, Priscilla D. Doeppe, Erin 
Dunleavy, Larry Edwards, 
Sherry Ewell, Belinda Fauntle-
roy, Ernie Flynn, Nan Flynn, 
Robert D. Fox, William D. 
Gwaltney and Janet Harrison.

Also, Donna Haynie-Clark, 
Lisa Headley, Jean Hess, Mar-
garet Hock, Lloyd B. Hub-
bard, Carroll Johnson, Peter 
Kauneckas, Sally Johnson, 
Susan Lamar, Donna Lofton, 
J. Michael Mayer, Tina Lyons, 
Beverly Miller, Frank Miller, 
Wayne Mullins, John Nelson, 
Carl Newton, Sandra Petty, 
James Philbrick, Joyce Pitt-
man, Robert Powell, Matthew 
Rasmussen, Cathy Polhamos 
and Lyle Predmore.

Also, John Raymond, Lisette 
Raymond, Carol Roscher, J. R. 
Roscher, Tom Saunders, Char-
lotte Schmidt, James Schmidt, 
Rita Scott, Lisa Smith, Janet 
Tayloe, Harry M. Tayloe III, 

Betty Tidwell, John Tidwell, 
Shelia Todd, Betty Walters, 
Jean Ward, Robert Wheeler 
and Eleanor Wasniewski.

The next blood drive for 
Lancaster County will be from 
noon to 6 p.m. June 23, at 
Kilmarnock Baptist Church, 
65 East Church Street, Kilmar-
nock.

Carol Shear checks for runoff from downspouts and 
impervious surfaces.

Master Gardeners launch
‘I-SEA’ site evaluations


