
LANCASTER—The board of supervisors is expected to 
hear from a number of Dymer Creek residents tonight about 
their opposition to a public boat ramp on Simmons Cove, the 
headwaters to Dymer Creek. The meeting begins at 7 p.m. at 
the County Administration Building, 8301 Mary ball Road, 
Lancaster..

Although the proposed ramp is not on the agenda, a number 
of residents opposed to the project plan to speak during the 
public input session. Speakers are allowed to comment on 
issues of concern that aren’t on the public hearing docket.They 
are limited to five minutes.

Those opposed to the project have organized as the Dymer 
Creek Environmental Preservation Association (DCEPA). 
Members say plans for the county boat ramp were done in 
secret and the county announced they obtained grant money 
for the ramp at the same meeting they first made public that 
the land was given to the county for a public boat launch. 

They say the narrow cove would pose a safety hazard to 
boaters backed up waiting to exit the water and that dredging 
the creek to accommodate boats along with motor boat traffic 
would destroy a natural wildlife habitat on the cove that has 
been undisturbed for 100 years.

County officials say they adhered to Virginia law in discuss-
ing in closed session the acquisition of the property and did 
their “due diligence” before announcing the location as the 
site of possible public access to the water. In addition, they said 
the comprehensive plan directs them to obtain access to the 
Chesapeake Bay from land on the eastern side of the county.

In a related item, the consideration docket includes a Vir-
ginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Cooperative 
Grant Agreement and Resolution of Support. The county is 
seeking a $100,000 grant from DGIF to build a boat ramp at 
this site, or another one.

Two hearings are scheduled, including a request from the G. 
C. Dawson Estate, owner, and Eileen H. Lawson, contract pur-
chaser, to rezone a 0.405-acre parcel from general residential 
to commercial for a seasonal garden center as well as rental 
office space. The parcel is at 20521 Mary Ball Road near 
White Stone. Following a public hearing in February, the plan-
ning commission recommended the board deny the request.

The second hearing will address a request from the Most 
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Virginia, Free and 
Accepted Masons Inc., seeking to expand an existing autho-
rized non-conforming club/lodge to include six cabins and 
a bathhouse for youth summer camps. The facility is on a 
29.9687-acre tract at 1434 Good Luck Road near Kilmarnock.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
County School Board held a public 
hearing last week to discuss next 
year’s proposed operating budget of 
$15,742,451 including $633,667 for 
food service.

Acting superintendent Sandy 
Spears said the county’s portion of 
the budget would be $10,627,272, 
an increase of $201,788, or 1.9%. 
The cost per pupil is estimated at 
$11,941 based on an estimated 
1,243 students, including pre-kin-
dergarden.

The increase reflects a return to the 
180-day school calendar, which was 
reduced by two weeks in 2010, iden-
tified as a cause for the three schools 
receiving “accreditation with warn-
ing” last year by the Department of 
Education. The longer school year 
will result in additional costs for 
extended contracts for teachers, bus 
drivers, cafeteria staff, substitute 
teachers and others. It also includes 
additional fuel costs for buses and 
maintenance.   

Another factor contributing to 
budget growth are Virginia Retire-
ment System increases proposed by 
the governor, a nearly 3% increase.

District 1 parent Richard Pleas-
ants praised Spears for returning to 
the longer calendar year and going 
back to the two bus schedules.

“I’d like to see the Gifted and 
Talented program go up,” he said, 
noting the schools only budgeted 
$88,138 to the program as compared 
to $679,657 budgeted for special 

education. “I’d like to see more kids 
tested for Gifted and Talented...in 
the primary school,” he added.

“The Gifted and Talented program 
is equally important,” said Spears.

Primary school principal Ernest 
Palin added, “Every second-grader 
is tested for Gifted and Talented.”

District 5 resident Bill Warren, 
who was instrumental in the devel-
opment of Mercer Place apartments 
for teachers, called the budget 
“excellent” and criticized the shorter 
school year. 

“In hindsight, it was a mistake to 
go to a 990-hour school year,” he 
said. He suggested the school board 
call the proposed budget “...the path 
to full accreditation. Maybe this is 
the time to get supervisors on board. 
I don’t think there’s a supervisor 
who doesn’t want to see the schools 
succeed.”

Board chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook said the board will meet this 
summer to review the step system 
in an effort to make salaries fair and 
competitive with other districts. 

“We have cut this budget pretty 
much to the bone,” he said. “This is 
a sacrificial budget.”

Teacher Linda Coye praised the 
board for promising to review the 
step system which advances teach-
ers’ pay for the number of years they 
teach in the district.

“Employees are tickled to hear 
there will be a summer session to 
look at the step,” she said. “I’ve 
been hearing ‘sacrificial budget’ 
for five years. We’ve had percent-

When seven Lancaster Middle School 
eighth-graders agreed to skip art class 

to participate in a peer mentoring program 
helping fourth-graders and students with dis-
abilities, they weren’t expecting it to have an 
impact on their lives as well. 

But, according to some of the students, it 
has.

“I like helping kids,” said Tamara Mitchell, 
who works with students in a special educa-
tion class. Sometimes her students lose focus, 
but she’s learned how to turn their attention 
back to the work. She plays games with them, 
talks about the weather and works with kids 
struggling to write their names. “The kids 
respond better than they do with the teacher,” 
she said.

Tamara is now considering becoming a 
teacher when she is an adult. “I’d like to help 
kids when I get older.”

After just six weeks of working with the 
younger students, Kayme Elbourn is enjoying 
the experience so much she’s also considering 
a teaching profession.

“I help kids with math in Mrs. (Beverly) 
Donavon’s fourth-grade class,” she said.

Katelynn Dawson’s kids are reading so well 
after a few weeks of help, she’s going to be 
assigned her own group of students, accord-
ing to fourth-grade language arts teacher Lori 
Dowd.   

Taja Cain is enjoying the experience 
and feels the kids can more easily relate to 
another kid. Not only is he helping kids mul-
tiply, divide and learn fractions, he says tutor-
ing is helping him. “It helps me remember 
stuff, too,” he said. “They all try. The kids 
find it easier to learn with another kid.”

Middle school principal Mike Daddario is 
credited with initiating the mentoring pro-
gram. 

“He wanted to give children a time to shine 
and a chance to excel,” said art teacher Mari-
lyn Sprouse, the program’s facilitator.

Sprouse said she picked the student men-
tors from her 9 a.m. art class. Now, instead 
of working on art projects, they spend the 
45-minute class time mentoring children.

The seven participants “...have high SOL 

scores in math and English. We wanted to 
enrich them in a new way and to build rela-
tionships outside the norm,” she said. “We 
wanted them to be superstars with younger 
kids.” 

The participants were given their choice 
of where they wanted to tutor. “We wanted 
them to find a comfort zone,” Sprouse said. It 
seems to be working, because she said many 
of them have come out of their shell and are 
excelling and making a difference. “And the 
teachers really seem to enjoy it,” she said.

While there has not been formal testing 
data to show how much they have helped, 
Sprouse said the teachers are very pleased.

“Their students have more confidence to 
test their answers, and strive to meet goals,” 
said Sprouse. “Teachers work more with stu-
dents who need extra remediation—now they 
have mentor support. Mentors also are giving 
those students extra practice with skills, 
enabling them to expand understanding. 
Teachers feel they are able to cover more and 
their whole class is making gains.” 
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From left, Ke’avieon Thomas receives 
guidance in reading from Katelynn Dawson. 

These high achieving eighth-grade students are participating in a peer mentoring 
program with fourth-graders and students with disabilities. From left are (front row) 
Sheridan Ford, Jamie Howard, Tamara Mitchell and Danny Hinson; (next row) Taja 
Cain, Katelynn Dawson and Kayme Elbourn.  

Students helping students: Eighth-graders mentor fourth-graders
by Audrey Thomasson

A public boat launch proposed for Simmons Cove has the Dymer Creek community mounting an 
opposition campaign saying dredging and boating on that cove will destroy a natural wildlife habitat. 
Above is a view of the proposed site from across the creek. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Opponents of proposed ramp
site will have their say tonight

by Audrey Thomasson

Hearing held 
on ‘sacrificial’
school budget

by Audrey Thomasson

SCHOOL, continued on page A2
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age increases, but no step 
increases. The only way a 
teacher here can advance is 
to move out. The building 
could be crumbling, but if we 
have master teachers, we’ll do 
well. Do something this year 
to keep teachers.”

Coye noted she is on step 
16, even though she has 
taught for over 20 years.

District 4 resident Spike 
Nunn noted that in the past 50 
years he’s lived here “off and 
on,” new teachers at Lancaster 
move over to Northumberland 
schools. He asked why the 
cost per student in Lancaster 
is higher than surrounding 
counties.

“We have fewer students 
per class which translates...
to higher costs per student,” 
Westbrook replied. He also 
noted the poverty level in 
Lancaster is much higher than 
in neighboring counties, with 
71.3% of Lancaster students 
receiving free and reduced 
price lunches.

A long discussion ensued 
on the state’s “unfair com-
posite index” which requires 
Lancaster County to contrib-
ute nearly 80% of the school 
budget while places like 
Loudon County pay consid-
erably less at 56.6%, accord-
ing to District 1 member Bob 
Smart. 

“It’s a highly politicized 
thing,” he said.

Smart, who has a history 
of criticizing the Lancaster 
school district’s inefficien-
cies and high cost per pupil, 

said he had to set that aside 
in response to the district’s 
standing on accreditation.

“It must be effectiveness 
first—efficiency second,” he 
said.

“The only way to reduce 
the cost per child is to reduce 
personnel” in the classrooms, 
said Spears.  

Westbrook noted the Wiley 
Foundation’s funding for the 
3-year-old program is wind-
ing down and those costs 
will be another burden on the 
school budget. 

“The key is the community 
helping...helping to get us to a 
better place,” he said.

Spears ended the discus-
sion by pointing out the 
schools’ educational posi-
tives such as dual enrollment 
classes with the community 
college and students com-
pleting community college 
before they graduate from 
Lancaster High. She noted 
that many Lancaster gradu-
ates go on to schools like 
UVA and William and Mary 
and return in professional 
careers such as pharmacists 
and lawyers.

“There’s a lot of success 
going on in the midst of our 
issues,” she said.

The board is scheduled to 
vote on the budget at 6:30 
p.m. tonight in the Lancaster 
Middle School media center, 
191 School Street, Kilmar-
nock.

By law, the budget must go 
to the county board of super-
visors by April 1.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board approved its proposed 
2014-15 budget during a 
special meeting Monday 
at Northumberland High 
School.

The $17,383,259 budget 
includes $12,507,421 for 
instruction, up $1,105,880 
from last year. The increase 
includes the 3% raise pro-
posed for all employees. 

Debt service in this year’s 
budget shrunk dramatically, 
from $401,339 last year to 
$87,659, down $313,680. 
Northumberland will pay 
only $31,098 in princi-
pal redemption and $1,902 
interest on debts this year, 
as opposed to $320,869 in 
principal and $25,811 inter-
est last year.

This budget also contains 
a $250,000 contingency 
fund.

The motion to approve the 

WILLIAMSBURG—Anthony Riedel of Williamsburg 
recently announced he is challenging Congressman Rob Wit-
tman for the 2014 Republican nomination.  

“As I travel the district, I find that voters are dissatisfied 
with their representation in Washington,” said Riedel. “Amer-
ica’s First District is the birthplace of American liberty and 
deserves the kind of representation grounded in our founding 
principles.

“Congressman Wittman’s record of more spending and debt, 
and his rubberstamping of the president’s encroachments on 
our civil liberties, does not reflect the district’s values.

“I’ve spent the past five years helping everyday citizens 
speak truth to power, and that’s the kind of representative I 
want to be. I want to be someone who represents us to Wash-
ington, not someone who represents Washington to us.”

Riedel is a public relations specialist at the National Right 
to Work Legal Defense Foundation in Springfield. He gradu-
ated from Gloucester High School and has a bachelor’s in 
communications from James Madison University. 

Prior to joining the National Right to Work Foundation in 
2008, Riedel worked on Ron Paul’s presidential primary cam-
paign.

School budget 
continued from page A1 Northumberland school board 

forwards $17.3 million request

FYI
River Market

Picnic Fixins
White Stone 435-1725

The Northumberland school board votes on its 2014-15 budget during a special meeting 
at NHS. Clockwise from top left are school superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates, school 
board chairman Richard Saxer, NMS teacher Dr. Matt Sisk, NMS principal Robert 
Bailey, vice chairman Betty Christopher, assistant superintendent Dale Wittler, clerk 
of the board Carol Badenoch, and board members Susan Saunders and Gerald Howard.

Dr. Matt Sisk defends his proposal for a Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation trip at a special meeting of the school board 
Monday, March 24. From left are Sisk, NMS guidance 
counselor Krista Hundley-Sisk and vice principal Debbie 
DeVivi.

budget was adopted unani-
mously, with the exception 
of Dean Sumner, who was 
away on business, accord-
ing to school board chairman 
Richard Saxer.

The school budget will 
now be forwarded to county 
supervisors, who will discuss 
it and conduct another public 
hearing before adopting next 
year’s county budget. 

The board also approved 
an overnight trip for the 
forensics team.

“They just keep going, 
because they keep winning,” 
Saxer said.

A request by 7th-grade 
teacher Dr. Matt Sisk to 
take a group on a trip orga-
nized by the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation was denied in a 
2-2 vote.

“We have lost an awful 
lot of time, and with SOLs 
right around the corner,” said 
superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates. “I would recommend 
that we wait and do a trip in 
the fall instead of now.”

“It is a true educational 
trip. I don’t want to rob the 
kids of that opportunity,” said 
board member Susan Saun-
ders, who made a motion to 
approve.

Saunders and vice chair 
Betty Christopher voted 
aye, with Saxer and Gerald 
Howard voting nay.

After the vote, Christopher 
recommended two groups go 
on the trip in the fall.

by Renss Greene

The Hope and Glory Inn
INN – SPA – DINING – VINEYARD

The Dining Hall of The Hope and Glory Inn

With Chef Anne Kirkmyer

SPRING MENU

FIRST COURSE

Glorified Oysters
Our local Rappahannock River Oysters 
Roasted and Topped with Basil Pesto 

and Asiago Cheese  

SECOND COURSE

A Spring Mix of Baby Greens 
tucked within an English Cucumber round 

with a Lemon Pepper Drizzle

THIRD COURSE

Herbed Rack of Lamb 
served with a savory 

Tomato Pudding and Creamed Garlic spinach

FOURTH COURSE

Frozen Espresso Zabaglione with Whipped Cream

$68 per person inclusive of service charge

Thursdays – Fridays – Saturdays – Sundays - Mondays

For Reservations: 804-438-6053

Riedel to seek Republican
nomination for House race

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will vote tonight, March 27, 
on its proposed $15,742,451 
budget for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1. The figure 
includes an operating budget 
of $15,108,584, plus a food 
service budget of $633,867. 

The meeting will be held at 
6:30 p.m. in the media center at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

If approved, the proposed 
budget will be forwarded to the 
board of supervisors for con-
sideration, public hearing and 
final approval.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will hold a spe-
cial session at 5 p.m. tonight, 
March 27, in the town hall at 
235 Steamboat Road, Irving-
ton, to consider additions to a 
contract with American Legal 
Publishing Corporation for 
incorporating the town code 
into their review and codifica-
tion of town ordinances.

If approved, the process will 
cost the town up to $3,150, an 
additional $450 over the previ-
ous estimate.

The Agenda
Local Government News

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Mari lyn ext.  11

“LIKE” 
us on 

Facebook!
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Hurry
Discoveries Thrift & Consignment Shop 

at Wicomico Church is having a one week 

“Fill Your Bag” sale 
of winter clothing and or men’s clothing.

Fill a grocery bag of winter clothing for $1.00!

Dates of Sale: March 26-29

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

APRIL 29-30
LANCASTER, PA., “MOSES”

Enjoy an overnight in the Amish Country. Tour, hotel, breakfast,
dinner and show.

JUNE 1-7
NIAGARA FALLS/ONTARIO

Tour Niagara & Niagara on the Lake, Toronto, Maid of the Mist
Boat ride, Niagara Fallsview Casino, and many extras.

SEPTEMBER 22-24
WEST VA. - “RIDE THE RAILS”

Train rides on the Cheat Mountain Salamander & The Durbin
Rocket. Visit Blackwater Falls State Park, Seneca Caverns and The

American Mountain Theatre.

DECEMBER 2-5
“CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK”

4 days, 3 nights in the “Big Apple.” Radio City Music Hall with
Rockettes, tour the Statue of Liberty & Ellis Island. Shopping on

5th Avenue & guided tour of Lower Manhattan.

 Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200  1-877-436-9200
“Come join us--we’re going places”

Only 10 

seats left

COMING ADVENTURES!

KIMARNOCK—Two men 
are charged with felony posses-
sion of cocaine with intent to 
distribute, felony distribution 
of cocaine and felony posses-
sion of cocaine while in pos-
session of a loaded gun after 
being apprehended in a sting 
operation in the Walmart park-
ing lot last week.

According to Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Department 
investigator Joanie Kent, the 
incident occurred at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 19, when 
Linwood Maurice Neal Jr., 
24, of Highland Springs drove 
a dark gray Dodge Charger to 
the parking lot with Michael 
Angelo Bowman, 25, of Rich-
mond. 

Kent reports Bowman 

sold an ounce of cocaine to 
an undercover officer. When 
teams of officers moved in to 
apprehend them, the suspects, 
who were still in their vehi-
cle, attempted to outrun law 
enforcement. 

“Both the entrance and exit 
had been blocked so they were 
unable to make it out to Route 
3,” Kent said, resulting in a 
high-speed chase around the 
parking lot. “During the chase, 
the suspect’s car hit curb-

ing causing two of the tires to 
deflate.”

Cornered, Bowman and Neal 
were apprehended by deputies 
without further incident. 

Deputies recovered another 
half-ounce of cocaine, a loaded 
40-caliber handgun, cash and 
items indicating a possible 
gang affiliation from the sus-
pects. The driver, Neal, was 
also charged with eluding 
police, reckless driving and 
driving on a suspended license. 

They were transported to the 
Lancaster County jail where 
they are currently being held 
without bond. The suspects 
were arraigned in Lancaster 
Juvenile and Domestic Court 
on Tuesday.

Lead investigators Kent and 
Mark Taylor of the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office were 

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against six individuals.
Felonies

Keyvone T. Williams, 22, of Taylors 
Creek Road was charged March 18 with 
felony probation violation.

Michael A. Bowman, 25, of Richmond 
was charged March 19 with two counts of 
possession with the intent to distribute nar-
cotics and possession of a firearm while in 
possession of illegal narcotics.

Linwood M. Neal Jr., 25, of Highland 
Springs was charged March 19 with two 
counts of possession of narcotics with the 
intent to distribute, possession of a firearm 
while in possession of illegal narcotics, 
felony eluding police, driving suspended 
and reckless driving. Neal was later charged 
with felony probation violation in a Rich-
mond City case. 
Misdemeanors

A Sunny Bank Road woman, 24, was 
charged March 17 with shoplifting at a 
Lively area business.

A Courthouse Road man, 53, was charged 
March 19 with failure to appear in Fairfax 
County Court and failure to appear in Staf-
ford County Court.

A White Stone area man, 29, was charged 
March 22 with contempt of court.
Activity Report

March 17: Staff notified the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of 
reports of ice forming on bridge over the 
Western Branch of the Corrotoman River; 
and received a destruction of property 
report from the 100 block of Lancaster 
Drive (employee’s windshield and back 
glass damaged; $350 loss).

March 18:  Staff checked on the well-
being of a White Marsh Lane resident at the 
request of a concerned citizen (no emer-
gency services needed), and on the well-
being of a Devils Bottom Road resident at 
the request of a concerned citizen (unat-
tended death); responded to a motorist’s 
complaint of a pedestrian interfering with 
traffic on Black Stump Road;  to an E911 
disconnect call on Sandlin Drive (telephone 
line problem); and to the area of Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway and Crawfords 
Corner Road on a motorist’s report of a 
pedestrian who may need assistance (sub-
ject was gone on arrival). 

March 19: Michael A. Bowman, 25, of 
Richmond and Linwood M. Neal, Jr., 25, of 
Highland Springs were arrested on narcot-
ics and firearms charges in the Walmart 
parking lot as the result of a lengthy narcot-
ics investigation. (See felony report and 
related story.) Sheriff Crockett’s deputies 
were assisted by members of the Virginia 
Department of Corrections strike team. 
Both men were held without bond as of 
March 25.  

Staff also responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Chiltons Point Road, to a destruc-
tion of property complaint on Greenfield 
Road (civil incident involving property 
lines), and to Courthouse Road to inter-
cept a motorist who reported her estranged 
husband/boyfriend was attempting to take 
the vehicle away from her (complainant 
cancelled the call from her home); and the 
Lancaster Middle School Resources Officer 
received a report of a student making a gun 
out of paper (school board action taken).

March 20: Staff received a complaint 
of a reckless driver in the White Stone 
area (no officer in position to intercept); 
responded to an E911 disconnect call on 
Carter Lane (telephone line problem), to 
a larceny complaint on Rocky Neck Road 
(no criminal incident), and to a domestic 
disturbance (parent/child) on Iberis Road; 
and checked on a Keep Safe program par-
ticipant after prearranged telephone contact 
could not be made (no emergency services 
needed).

March 21: The Lancaster High School 
Resource Officer received a report of 
disorderly conduct by two students; staff 

responded with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a trespass complaint on 
School Street, and to a domestic distur-
bance on Goodluck Road.

March 22: Staff responded with EMS 
to a medical emergency on Ocran Road, 
to Waverly Avenue to check on the well-
being of a small child claiming to be alone 
at the playground (staff determined the 
child was under adequate supervision), to a 
shots fired call in the area of White Chapel 
Road and Swamp Lane, to a disturbance 
call in the 3600 block of Morattico Road, 
to a domestic disturbance call in the 18300 
block of Mary Ball Road, and with EMS 
to a medical emergency on Haypit Lane 
(unattended death); received a larceny 
report from the 1800 block of Windmill 
Point Road (two a/c units, DeWalt chop 
saw, Bosch nailer and nails, 50 ft. air hose, 
DeWalt skill saw, Craftsman skill saw, two 
electric grinders, door frame damaged; 
$3,000 loss), a larceny report from the 1800 
block of Iberis Road (seven car radiators, 
six car batteries, Pioneer chain saw, four 
2-inch pumps, three 20-pound anchors, alu-
minum anchor rest, seven 12-inch brass and 
glass portholes, one lawn mower, 18 HP 
Volvo two-cylinder engine with transmis-
sion, assorted farm machinery parts; $8,010 
loss), and a burglary report from the 2300 
block of Morattico Road (Monitor heater; 
$1,500 loss). 

March 23: Staff responded to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Joyful Way, to 
assist Northumberland authorities involved 
in a foot pursuit in the area of Lampkin 
and Canyon Lanes, and to assist KPD with 
a possible burglary at Lancaster Middle 
School (no criminal incident); and received 
an assault complaint from a Regina Road 
resident (victim declined to prosecute). 

March 24: Staff responded to a possible 
prowler complaint on Buzzards Neck Road, 
to a traffic crash near Fleets Bay Road and 
Bayview Lane, and to a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash on Turner Lane.

Staff also conducted nine traffic stops, 
issued one summons, assisted two motor-
ists, reported two deer strikes, handled one 
call for traffic control, investigated eight 
building alarms, processed one mental 
health order, logged two inmate transports 
and fielded one call for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock and Upper Lancaster 
volunteer fire departments responded to a 
fire on Campbell Road.

White Stone VFD assisted EMS with a 
call on James Cove Landing and responded 
to a traffic crash on Turner lane.

Northumberland County Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week reported 
charges against six individuals.
Felonies

Cynthia Ann Demarco, 49, of Heathsville 
was charged March 14 with two felony 
counts of credit card fraud and one misde-
meanor count of credit card fraud.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 46, was charged 
March 17 with being drunk in public.

A Cobbs Creek woman, 26, was charged 
March 20 with failing to appear in the 
Northumberland County General District 
Court.

A Callao woman, 40, was charged March 
22 with two summonses for no tags for her 
animal and one summons for no vaccination 
certif icate.

A Burgess man, 43, was charged March 
23 with driving under the influence of alco-
hol, possession of marijuana and no drivers 
license.

A Lancaster County man, 23, was 
charged March 23 with driving under the 
influence of alcohol.
$5,000 reward 

A $5,000 reward is offered for the 
arrest(s) of the person(s) involved in an 
assault and larceny of several f irearms on 
July 21, 2013, in the Wicomico Church 
area. Call the Crime-Tips line at 580-8477. 

■ NAACP speaker
Lancaster County Common-

wealth Attorney Robert Cun-
ningham addressed the public 
and members of the county’s 
NAACP March 18. Cunning-
ham explained the process for 
applying for restoration of voting 
rights.

He emphasized the non-violent 
process was speeded up by former 
Gov. Bob McDonnell. Citizens 
are urged to fill out an application 
so that they can participate in the 
democratic process.

■ Bridge inspections
Motorists may encounter sin-

gle-lane closures from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. through March 28 on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge on Route 3 for a sched-
uled inspection of the bridge. 
Flagging crews will direct traffic.

Crews also are inspecting the 
Eltham Bridge on Route 30 at 
West Point through 3 p.m. March 
28. Traffic there also will be 
restricted periodically to one lane 
of travel.

Two members of Richmond gang  
charged with dealing cocaine here

Michael Angelo Bowman Linwood Maurice Neal Jr.

by Audrey Thomasson assisted by Lancaster sheriff’s 
deputies, Richmond County 
deputies and investigator Aaron 
Conkle and the special response 
team, Major Chris Allen and 
a tactical support unit from 
Haynesville Department of Cor-
rections, Virginia State troopers, 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office  and the Kilmar-
nock Police Department.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS NEWS 
BREAK
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HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland 
County Circuit Court convened March 11, with 
Judge Harry Taliaferro III presiding. On that date:

Clarence Davis Jr. of Lottsburg, represented 
by attorney Charles McKerns, had his hearing to 
show cause continued. He has been arraigned for 
three counts of violation of probation on a felony 
offense.

The date for Lachoane Artea Palmer’s violation 
of probation trial was set for April 10. Palmer lives 
in Heathsville and is represented by John Hamil-
ton.

A review of Wayne Allen Ashburn’s previous 
guilty finding for manufacture of controlled sub-
stances led to an amended offense allowing for 
probation and an earlier reissue of a driver’s license. 
Ashburn lives in Burgess and was represented by 
Patrick O’Brien.

A warrant was issued for Megan Cierra Hill of 
Kilmarnock upon failing to appear. A review was 
scheduled of her previous guilty finding on a petit 
larceny charge.

Richard “Ricky” Andrew Bowen Jr. of Hague 
pled no contest to two counts of forgery and was 
fined $1,680. The prosecution did not pursue six 

more counts of forgery, four counts of petit lar-
ceny, and four counts of obtaining money under 
false pretenses. Bowen was represented by Patrick 
O’Brien.

Virginia Nicole Jett of Burgess saw her malicious 
wounding charge amended to unlawful wounding, 
a reduction from a Class 3 felony to Class 6. She 
was sentenced to five years imprisonment, four 
years suspended, with two years of supervised pro-
bation. She was represented by Patrick O’Brien.

The charge of malicious assault with wounding 
against Martin Luther Brooks of Lottsburg was dis-
missed.

The arraignment of Gary Lee Powell II of Tap-
pahannock for a sixth offense of driving with a 
suspended license was carried over. Powell is rep-
resented by James Cupp.

The trial of Lily Mae Hill for assault on a law 
enforcement officer, reckless driving, and obstruc-
tion of justice was continued until May 8.

LeVaughn Laffiama Seldon of Reedville was 
found guilty of intentional destruction of property 
and was sentenced to 12 months in jail, all sus-
pended, and court costs. Seldon pled no contest to 
the charge of assault on a law enforcement officer, 
and the case is currently under advisement. Seldon 
is represented by Thomas Hendell.

LANCASTER—The county 
planning commission last week 
prioritized $868,260 in requests 
for the fiscal year 2014-15 
capital improvement budget in 
preparation for a public hearing 
at the April 17 meeting. 

According to chairman 
David Jones, the ranking is just 
a recommendation. “As you 
can see from the past, supervi-
sors don’t always pay attention 
to us. They move them around,” 
he said.

Topping the list at $30,000 
is a Lancaster school request 
to install a handicapped bath-
room and shower at the middle 
school. The sheriff’s depart-
ment request for $85,000 for 
two dispatch radio consoles for 
911 operators is next on the list. 
They would replace a 13-year-
old system whose repair parts 
are diminished or depleted.

Some $80,000 in renova-
tions to the county administra-
tive building also made the list. 
The building was damaged by 

rain from a leaky roof that was 
replaced last year. Replace-
ment of two school buses for 
a combined cost of $178,000 
made the list at number 4 and 
number 9. Bus replacement 
came off the school operating 
budget and will appear on the 
CIP budget every year.

A new item appeared as 
number five on the list. The 
county is requesting $189,500 
for construction of a proposed 
public boat launch at Simmons 
Cove on Dymer Creek. Emer-
gency Management Services’ 
request for $42,000 for a life-
support response vehicle may 
be critical, since the depart-
ment reported its back-up vehi-
cle was in an accident earlier 
this month.

A request for $80,000 to 
replace heating and cooling 
units at the middle school will 
complete phase four of a five-
phase project. Roof replace-
ment costs of $27,760 over the 
sheriff’s office and jail made 
the list at number eight, fol-
lowed by $58,000 for repairs 

Commission re-elects leadership
The Northumberland County Economic Development Commission on March 28 

LANCASTER—The following cases were 
heard in Lancaster County Circuit Court on 
March 14 by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Daniel Carl Grant, charged with probation 
violation for not completing a drug program 
and testing positive for marijuana, had his 
parole revoked. While Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham requested 12 
months incarceration, the judge suspended 
five months, leaving an active sentence of 
seven months. Grant is represented by John 
Hamilton.

Kenneth Wayne Horton was issued a 
court date of 9 a.m. April 25 on a probation 
violation. A bond hearing was continued to 
April 7. He is represented by James Cupp.

Ronnie O’Neil Morris pled guilty to 
felony obtaining money under false pre-
tenses. According to Cunningham, Morris 
stole electronic items from Walmart in the 
amount of $370 and then returned them for 

a gift card refund. The judge upheld the 
plea deal, and sentenced him to five years, 
all suspended, with one year of supervised 
probation and ordered him to pay outstand-
ing costs of $222.50 and court costs. He is 
represented by Thomas Hendell.

Calvin J. Hines, who earlier pled guilty to 
three felony counts of forgery, uttering and 
grand larceny, was sentenced to 10 years, 
with eight suspended, leaving an active sen-
tence of two years to be served concurrently 
with a sentence in Richmond County. Fol-
lowing incarceration, he will have two years 
of supervised probation. He is represented 
by Christopher Robison.

Ellen Coates, convicted of two felony 
counts of embezzlement and recently 
released from prison, was in court to have 
her payments on $73,250 modified until she 
can find work.  Judge Taliaferro reduced her 
payments to $50 a month until July, giving 
her four months to secure employment. She 
was not represented by an attorney.

LANCASTER COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

Proposed boat ramp ranks
fifth on the list for 2014-15

Commission prioritizes
capital improvement budget

by Audrey Thomasson

to the historic jail and clerk’s 
office (part of the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum).

Completing the list is a 
required $25,000 county match 
should the state award a grant of 
up to $100,000 for school secu-
rity improvements. 

A school request for another 
classroom for pre-schoolers 
was put on hold until next year 
at the request of the operation 
director, John Mann, because 
the schools may be shifting 
some classrooms around if they 
are able to work out a deal to 
purchase the Lancaster Com-
munity Library building when 
it moves into a new facility.

“Isn’t that a year away?” 
asked commission member 
David Chupp. “Are we prepared 
to wait?”

“2016 is the earliest for the 
library move. I don’t want to 
have to put a trailer on the site 
and then remove it a year and a 
half later,” Mann replied, citing 
some $12,000 in costs associ-
ated with locating and relocat-
ing the portable classroom.

After the public hearing, 
the requests go to the board of 
supervisors for consideration 
and a final vote.

NORTHUMBERLAND COURT REPORT
by Renss Greene

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
River Counties Community 
Foundation (RCCF) is now 
accepting applications for 
grants from nonprofit orga-
nizations serving Middlesex, 
Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties. 

The 2014 Community 
Grants Program provides 
funds to charities and gov-
ernment agencies, including 
public schools, to imple-
ment or continue initiatives 
that have direct community 
impact and improve the qual-
ity of life for county resi-
dents.  

Grant guidelines and 
application forms can be 
found at rivercountiescf.org. 
Completed applications and 
required supplemental infor-
mation must be received by 
4:30 p.m. April 30. Appli-
cants will be notified by 
June 30 of the status of their 
application for a grant. 

Generally, grants have 
been in the $1,000 to $5,000 
range, according to vice 
president and grants com-
mittee chairman Mary Lib 
Hoinkes. 

As in previous years, 
RCCF will accept general 
requests for funding in all 

program areas, across the 
three counties. However, 
beginning this year, thanks to 
a bequest from an Urbanna 
resident, RCCF will con-
sider larger requests related 
to human service needs from 
organizations serving Mid-
dlesex County, said Hoinkes. 

The kinds of needs that 
will be considered include 
education and job training, 
job placement, financial sta-
bility, food security, hous-
ing, healthcare and child-
care, she said. The funding 
need should have a long-
term positive impact on the 
Middlesex community, be 
programmatic and/or capital 
in nature, improve the ability 
of the Middlesex community 
to address critical needs, and 
provide outcomes with spe-
cific measurable goals. She 
further indicated that the 
RCCF will strongly consider 
collaborative proposals and 
partnerships.  

A GiveRiverCounties (also 
known as GiveRichmond) 
portrait is required of most 
organizations applying for a 
grant. Organizations exempt 
from this requirement 
include churches, fire and 
rescue departments, public 

schools and government 
agencies.

Once established, the por-
trait is easily updated and 
reduces the paperwork for 
grant submissions. Assis-
tance in establishing a por-
trait may be found at giveriv-
ercounties.org.

Regional grants adminis-
trator Leslie Franklin also 
may be consulted, at 438-
9414, or lfranklin@tcfrich-
mond.org.  

River Counties Foundation 
accepting grant applications

Welcomes

Chris Young

to their salon.

Call or stop by today!
804-435-1201
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*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers OR trade-in allowances from $100 
up to $1,150 valid on qualifying systems only.  All sales must be to homeowners in the United States.  Void where prohibited.  The Home Projects® Visa® card is 
issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit at participating merchants. The special 
terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. Reduced Rate APR: Monthly payments of at least 1.75% of the purchase balance 
are required during the special terms period. 0% APR: The minimum monthly payment will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments 
during the special terms period. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 27.99%. The APR will vary with the market based on the U.S. Prime Rate. The 
regular APR is given as of 1/1/2014.  If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00.  The regular APR will apply to 
certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions.   If you use the card for cash advances, the cash advance fee is 5.0% of the 
amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. Offer expires 05/31/2014.

IT’S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.

An offer as unstoppable as the change of  seasons. 

It’s the Trane Unstomppable Spring Promotion, where you 

can trade-up to Trane, the number one name in reliability. 

Get 0% interest for 48 months* OR up to $1,150 in trade-in 

allowances AND package upgrade options like complete 

home automation with Nexia™ Home Intelligence and 

whole-house air filtration with Trane CleanEffects™. 

It happens now through May 31, 2014. 

Call today. Like spring, this offer won’t last long.

0% INTEREST FOR 48 MONTHS*

$1,150 IN TRADE-IN ALLOWANCES
Or Up To  

804-435-5726

AN UNSTOPPABLE PROMOTION  
WE NOT ONLY STAND BY, BUT ON.

WARSAW—Lancaster County Chapter 1406 of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy monument restoration committee 
chairman Susan Hudson on March 19 went to Warsaw to accept 
a $1,000 grant from Preservation Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula president Edward White.  

The grant will be used to help finance the cleaning and res-
toration of the Confederate monuments in Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties, reported Chapter 1406 president Jo Ann 
Fickling.  

The preservation speaker for the day was retired Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources architectural historian Calder 
Loth. The topic was “Lost Virginia—Vanished Architecture of 
the Old Dominion.”

LANCASTER—The ladies 
of the Lancaster County 
Chapter of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy are 
looking to raise $30,000 to 
complete the restoration of 
the Confederate monuments 
in Lancaster and Northum-
berland counties this fall. 

Monument restoration 
committee chairman Susan 
Hudson reports the chapter is 
up to the challenge.  

Last month, the chapter 
selected Steve Roy Art Res-
toration LLC of Hopewell 
Junction, N.Y., for the proj-
ect, said Hudson.

“Mr. Roy has an impressive 
resume and you don’t have 
to travel far to see his work. 
He restored the Confederate 
monument in Tappahannock 
in the spring of 2013 and 
has completed historic proj-
ects in Richmond, Norfolk 
and Virginia Beach,” said 
Hudson. “We now know the 
extent and complexity of the 
restoration effort, how much 
it will cost and who will do 
the work.”

The monuments were 
erected by the Ladies Memo-
rial Association in the early 
1870s as a way to honor and 
memorialize family members 
who served the Confederate 
States of America. 

“If those ladies could raise 
the necessary funds back then to pay for these memorials 
at a time when the local home front and the economy was 
absolutely shattered, then we surely can rally today and raise 

the necessary money to prop-
erly conserve them,” said 
Hudson.

She estimated the amount 
of money the ladies raised 
in the late 1860s would 
translate to over $86,000 in 
today’s dollars. 

The committee has mul-
tiple fundraising events lined 
up over the next six months, 
she said.  A letter writing 
campaign is under way and 
outreach to foundations, 
organizations and businesses 
continues. 

The chapter will have dis-
play booths at Lancaster 
Court Day on April 12 in 
Lancaster and the Farmers’ 
Market and Wine Fest on 
April 19 in Heathsville.

Members will raffle a 
hand-stitched, made in Vir-
ginia, patriotic quilt, added 
Hudson. Tickets are $10 
each. Other raffles will be 
conducted for Waterford 
crystal and “Best of the 
Northern Neck” gift baskets..  

The chapter is interested in 
hearing from individuals who 
have relatives listed on either 
of these monuments. The 
chapter is aware of names 
missing from Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
and intends to correct this 
oversight, she said. 

Report the names of any of 
relatives from Lancaster or Northumberland counties who 
fought in the War Between the States to Hudson at 580-1083 
or karisma@hughes.net.

Select Properties of Virginia sponsored the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts’ On Stage 
presentation of “The Soul of Flamenco” March 21 at the Lancaster Middle School, Kilmar-

nock. 
The program was a spectacular exhibition of passionate energy and expressive dancing by Fla-

menco Vivo Carlota Santana, said RFA vice president for external communications Julie Geier. 
The night before their On Stage program, Flamenco Vivo led an enjoyable Master Class at 

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury and the morning of the program they presented an hour-
long production to Lancaster County Middle School sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade students 
and staff, said Geier.

The On Stage 2013–2014 season will conclude with a performance by the Richmond Sym-
phony Orchestra on May 2. 

Tickets are $35 for adults and $12 for students. Tickets may be purchased at 438-5555, or rap-
pahannockfoundation.org.

Confederate monument restoration
project sets $30,000 fund-raising goal

From left are Edward White and Susan Hudson.

UDC project receives grant

Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department

is accepting
donations for their

Benefit Auction
April 5, 2014
Call Johnny Smith

804-436-2002
to schedule donation drop-off
at Kilmarnock Mini Storage.

Postponed
Stay Tuned

for new date

Flamenco Vivo dancers Alice Blumenfeld (far left) and Leilah Broukhim (second from 
left) lead a master class at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury. Several RW-C 
residents attended the class as well as students from two local dance studios.

From left are John Mecke 
of Select Properties of 
Virginia and Loretta 
Warren, president of the 
Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts.

Flamenco Vivo dancers perform for Lancaster Middle 
School sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade students.

Flamenco Vivo programs
enjoyed by three audiences
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CLARAVILEE—Northumberland High School Practical 
Assessment Exploration System students and faculty will 
host PAES Greenhouse Farm & Field Day 2014 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. April 26, on the grounds of NHS, 201 Aca-
demic Lane, Claraville.

In cooperation with the Northumberland County Exten-
sion Office, they will offer plant sales, pet adoption from 
the Northumberland County Animal Shelter, farm equip-
ment displays, alpacas on display from Headley Alpacas and 
chicks for sale from Wilkins Game Birds, reported teacher 
Tammy Wilkins.

Barbecue and baked beans, cotton candy and Deere Horn’s 
Homemade Ice Cream will be available to purchase, said 
Wilkins. Admission is free. 

Farm & Field Day set
for PAES greenhouse
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For many school children Thomas Jefferson 
remains an historical figure all their lives. 

They learn that he wrote the Declaration of 
Independence, served as Governor of Virginia 
and third President of the United States, and 
possibly remember the Louisiana Purchase, 
his ministry to France and the founding of the 
University of Virginia.  

These factual aspects of history have a dif-
ferent significance when one visits the uni-
versity and enters the buildings and walks the 
grounds that Jefferson planned. On Monday, I 
accompanied the Younger B.E. to the first of 
what the university calls Days on The Lawn. 
The event is an occasion for prospective stu-
dents and their parents to see the school as 
a living organism, to breath the facts of his-
tory at a higher oxygen level, and to grasp the 
institution as Jefferson’s palpable legacy to the 
realm of learning.

The day began early with several hun-
dred students and parents on the steps of the 
Rotunda, Jefferson’s “temple of knowledge.”  
Despite the cold, accentuated by gusts of 
wind, the hour passed quickly, beginning with 
an a cappella group singing school anthems, 
followed by the marching band rousing the 
crowd.  

We left The Lawn for a session with a dean 
and four professors from varied fields, who 
formed a panel to explain how the school 
functions. Each of the speakers gave insight-
ful information, but Professor James Demas, 
a veteran of 43 years on the chemistry faculty, 
captivated the group with his classical defini-
tions of what education is. He is a veteran pho-
tographer and movie reviewer with hundreds 
of reviews to his credit. During the session, 
when not speaking himself, he was taking 
pictures of the audience, somewhat reversing 
what one expects at such an assembly.

After the presentations and questions period, 
we spoke with him. I am confident that he is a 
great teacher and photographer, but as a public 
relations expert for the university he is equally 
spectacular. Listening to him in conversation 
actually made me think of how much I had 
enjoyed chemistry in school, and how happy I 
should be to be taking one of his classes. Lec-
turing and classroom time are obviously criti-
cal to good teaching, but office time is on a 
par with them. As no two students, even twins 
as I found out in my own teaching career, are 
alike, each one needs individualized counsel-
ing and guidance. Getting to know professors 
is a vital part of educational formation.

We took a walking tour of the grounds, led 
by a British student from London. He was 
enthralled by the presence of Jefferson, and 
enthusiastically brought forth his visions. He 
said that in deciding on a university he had 
written to five recent alumni at each of the 
schools to which he was applying. He asked 
them to name the single aspect of their school 
that they disliked the most. All five UVA 
alums responded in unison, namely, gradua-
tion, meaning that they were unhappy leaving 
their alma mater.

For lunch the planners had scheduled us to 

dine with a current student. I remarked to the 
Younger that I was certain we should not be 
eating with the Elder. By sheer coincidence, I 
was incorrect.  As we were waiting to meet a 
random student, unannounced and unexpected 
arrived the Elder B.E. 

After a truly delicious repast, a far pavilion 
from the cuisine I knew in college, we took a 
tour of the residence halls. The new first-year 
dorms give the latest interpretation to the con-
cept of luxury living. They border on being 
posh, but lack some of the quaintness and 
appeal of the old dorms and the “plain” new, 
or middle-age dorms. Being a traditionalist, I 
think even sine air-conditioning, I should be 
most content in old dorms.

The day closed with a stop at the bookstore. 
When I beheld one of the acceptees carrying 
a basket filled with not inexpensive hoodies, 
sweatpants, mugs, and other paraphernalia, I 
commented to the Younger B.E., “He is com-
mitted.”

I enjoyed my one-day escape back to 
Thomas Jefferson’s world of academe, espe-
cially with its exposure to all the parts that 
made university life such an exciting time. 
Although not an alum, I almost bought a UVA 
baseball cap.

He asked them to name 
the single aspect of their 
school that they disliked the 
most. All five UVA alums 
responded in unison, namely, 
graduation, meaning that 
they were unhappy leaving 
their alma mater.

Focal Point

Spring picnic

Photo by Sandy Spears

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
RRecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

I’d rather be writing about flying my kites last 
Saturday, but a community issue of greater signifi-
cance takes precedence so I’m resigned to offer 
this “Editors Note” instead.

During the past week, two local officials have 
submitted correspondence regarding the proposed 
public boat ramp on Simmons Cove of Dymer 
Creek, in an attempt “to clarify the facts.”

Responding to a recent letter from Don and 
Kathy Davidson, Kilmarnock planning/zoning 
director Marshal Sebra writes: “As I indicated 
to you (Davidsons) over the phone prior to your 
letter to the editor, to the best of my knowledge the 
town has never delivered sewage run-off to Dymer 
Creek. I understand your intent and hope that 
there is historic wastewater sludge in the cove’s 
substrate that would be disturbed by dredging, 
ultimately creating an environmental catastrophe. 
But there is not, at least from wastewater dis-
charged by the town there is not.

“The town’s wastewater treatment plant and 
discharge is located on the headwaters of Indian 
Creek, where it has always been. Truthfully, the 
water quality of Dymer Creek headwaters has 
benefited greatly over the years from the town’s 
sewer system. The many connections made to our 
system in that watershed has greatly reduced the 
number of failing traditional septic systems that 
otherwise provided a source of pollution.”

Responding to Sebra, Kathy Davidson writes: 
“I understand from our neighbors who are over 75 
that the original sewer plant before the present one 
was located somewhere near Wiggins Ave. and 
overflowed into Dymer Creek. This was sometime 
in the middle of the last century. Marshal’s com-
ments are appreciated about the present treatment 
plant overflow into Indian Creek.”

Responding to concerns raised in a recent letter 
from Peter B. Southmayd, District 3 supervisor 
Jason Bellows writes: “The preliminary proposal 
you and other residents have seen is just that—
preliminary, the board of supervisors has not taken 
any steps to approve, or finalize any details of the 
proposed site. The only action taken by the board 
of supervisors so far was to accept the deed of gift 
from Mr. Sowder and agree to have staff apply 
to DGIF during this grant cycle so the county 
would be eligible for a 100K grant should this or 
another approved public access site be finalized 

and approved by all other state and local agencies. 
This is the preliminary proposal and by no means 
is a done deal.”

Bellows further noted the agencies cited by 
Southmayd “are correct, but they have not rubber 
stamped any proposal and will review and evalu-
ate the plan and conduct the feasibility studies and 
take public comment.”

Bellows also writes: “If those agencies approve 
of the proposal, it will then be heard by the local 
wetlands board before any final proposal would 
then be presented to the board of supervisors for 
our approval. We are looking at a timeframe of 
many months and many opportunities for the 
public to have comment.”

Bellows explained the Windmill Point public 
access site is a proffer offered by a previous 
owner/developer and it is his understanding the 
new owner only has to honor the proffer if the site 
is developed according to the previously approved 
plan. Staff is working with the owner on that prof-
fer, he added.

As a reminder to those who wish to contribute 
to the debate through “Your Letters,” allow me to 
repeat the Record’s letter policy: “Letters on cur-
rent events and other topics of community interest 
are welcome. Please observe the following guide-
lines:

Be as brief as possible. Keep letters to 300 
words or less. Sign your name and include your 
address and phone number for verification, or 
clarification, even when emailing the letter.

Do not write on personal matters, praise or 
condemn private businesses, or send form letters, 
thank you letters, malicious letters, promotional 
letters, anonymous letters, or letters addressed to 
someone else. Letters from the same author will 
not be published in consecutive weeks.

All letters are subject to editing for length, clar-
ity, or potentially libelous statements.”

Let me add that space is limited on the opinion 
pages so some letters may not get in the same 
week they are submitted, especially if they are 
repetitious.

Now, if you will excuse me, March is almost 
over and my kites only have a few hours on them.

Kite-flying has been known to reduce stress 
levels. So let’s all just keep this ramp thing in per-
spective and take time to go fly a kite.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Every parent, teacher, 
grandparent and concerned 
citizen in Lancaster County 
should be appalled that the 
board of supervisors could find 
$17,000 to build a boat ramp in 
a swamp when they could not 
find money for a school nurse.

Medical needy children 
were left without professional 
supervision of their medica-
tions. 

However, with no public dis-
cussion, $17,000 was shelled 
out for an elaborate boat ramp 
plan before the county even 
owned the land. 

What kind of message are 
we sending to our youth?

 Jeff and Kaggy Chase,
 White Stone

Priorities askew

Six years ago, Lancaster 
County announced it was 
going to put a boat ramp and 
pier on Ashley Cove, much 
the same as Simmons Cove, 
which is also off of Dymer 
Creek and is now targeted for 
the same. 

Like Ashley Cove, the Sim-
mons site is shallow, requires 
dredging and will disrupt 
homes and wildlife lining 
its shores all the way to the 
Chesapeake Bay. There’s 
another similarity: both proj-
ects were sneak attacks, with 
no residents notified until the 
county was ready to approve 
the projects.

 People who own waterfront 
property pay premium annual 
taxes for that privilege. So 
why the jihad against those 
who shoulder a heavier share 
of the tax burden? 

Access to the bay is not 
the question; that’s available 
whether the Simmons proj-
ect is ultimately approved or 
not. The question is whether 
it is necessary to diminish 
waterfront residents’ enjoy-
ment of their property in 
order to provide additional 
access to the bay.

The answer is “no.” The 
county can do now what it 
should have done years ago: 
buy a deep water lot close 
to the bay and put the ramp 
there. With ramp users pass-
ing fewer homes and with less 
environmental disruption, 
opposition would be minimal 
and the county would have 
what it wants.

Yes, it would cost more 
upfront than a “free” dona-
tion of land (read: proffer for 
future development rights), 
but if the project is as ben-
eficial to the county at large 
as the board of supervi-
sors would have us believe, 
then all of us should logically 
share the cost.

 The county turned away 
from the Ashley Cove Proj-
ect for good and sufficient 
reasons.  There are plenty of 
reasons to drop the Simmons 
Cove idea as well. Then they 
should do it the right way.

 Brian Hart,
 White Stone 

We’ve seen
this before

It wasn’t long ago that the 
pages of “Your Letters” were 
filled with commentary bash-
ing those supporting a require-
ment that photo IDs should be 
required to vote. 

The hypothesis was that this 
would be a grave violation of 
poor people’s civil rights. It 
would be an undue hardship 
because so many poor people 
did not have photo IDs. 

It seems ironic that in the 
March 20 edition of the Record, 
on page A4, there is a quarter-
page ad offering help to those in 
need of assistance in signing up 
for the Affordable Care Act. The 
first requirement listed for sign 
up is “Government Issued ID.”

It seems to me that the ACA 
is an undue hardship on poor 
people... let’s all jump on that 
bandwagon.

Tom Juskiewicz,
White Stone

Soon to forget
undue hardships

There is more to this Simmons 
Cove deal than just giving the 
county five acres for a proposed 
boat ramp. The developer will be 
able to use the boat ramp in mar-
keting his housing developments 
as pointed out in previous letters 
to the editor.  

Although the remaining parcel 
will remain agriculture for now, it 
will be very easy to get a rezon-
ing to residential later. Unless the 
developer is planning to build 
high-density housing, it is hard to 
see from the plat how the remain-
ing 20 acres will be profitable 
enough even with the boat ramp 
as an incentive.

No, there has to be more.
What will happen if the devel-

oper wants to rezone the property 
again—this time to commercial? 

Again, this is not hard to 
achieve in Lancaster County as 
evident by the many commer-
cial businesses near and within 
communities. This rezoning will 
allow him to possibly operate a 
boat storage and repair facility. 
What is a fenced-in boat stor-
age yard could then grow into a 
multi-deck boatel. 

All of a sudden, the boat traffic 
out of Simmons Cove and down 
Dymer Creek increases exponen-
tially wreaking more havoc on 
the environment and costing the 
taxpayers even more for channel 
maintenance. 

Although local commercial 
boating businesses may support 
the ramp now, will they feel the 
same way if their storage and 
repair bottom line is adversely 
impacted?   

Mickey Kendrick,
White Stone

What about 
the remaining 
20 acres?

There is no doubt that most 
Americans would fight with their 
lives were we to be invaded by a 
foreign country. Yet, no less seri-
ous is the plan for us to lose our 
sovereignty by way of legislation.  

The plan of the globalists starts 
out being presented as an eco-

Smelling a ruse

nomic “free trade” arrangement, 
then progresses into a political 
regional government which can 
then be merged into the United 
Nations forming a one-world 
government.

This is exactly what has 
already happened to the countries 
in Europe. They signed up for 
the EU (European Union) with 
the expectation that they would 
benefit financially. But look 
where it has gone. The European 
countries have lost most of their 
sovereignty to the EU and their 
economies are in a dire condition. 

Where do we stand? We 
already have NAFTA, which has 
been the major cause of many 
businesses going overseas. Now 
there are other such trade agree-
ments in the works. It is impera-
tive for us to prevent them from 
becoming law if we are to remain 
an independent nation.

Please contact your federal 
legislators and urge them to vote 
against any such legislation. As a 
treaty it would be the Senators—
but the Representatives need to 
be apprised of the situation as 
well. Everyone needs to know of 
the ruse – presenting the Trade 
Pact as a way to promote free 
trade – rather than the fact that it 
is nothing less than transferring 
American sovereignty to a for-
eign governing body.

Sue Long,
North

Why do Del. Margaret Ran-
sone and State Sen. Ryan 
McDougle refuse to tell the 
truth about Medicaid expan-
sion?

The issue is simple: Should 
Virginia expand Medicaid 
coverage to individuals whose 
income is up to 133% of the 
federal poverty level, which is 
about 430,000 Virginians?  The 
federal government will pay 
100% of this program through 
2016 after which the state’s 
share is capped at 10%.  

Ransone and McDougle say 
“we can’t trust the federal gov-
ernment to pay their share.”  
However, every year Virginia 
receives federal dollars for 
roads, schools, airports, and 
other programs – over $1 bil-
lion last year. They aren’t wor-
ried about losing this money.

Virginia’s Medicaid program 
is not the broken, out-of-con-
trol system the Republicans 
portray. Medicaid expansion 
will give Virginia an enor-
mous economic lift, generate 
thousands of jobs, and provide 
health insurance coverage to at 
least 250,000 Virginians. In the 
process it would sustain hos-
pitals whose financial health 
depends on unlocking federal 
funding.

Recently, Virginia Republi-
cans attacked Mary Washing-
ton Hospital, claiming the hos-
pital sought a federal “bailout” 
because it has $185 million in 
reserve. In fact, $185 million is 
less than one year’s operating 

Playing politics 
with Medicaid 
expansion

MEDICAID, continued on A7
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has 
served  and provided more 
than during 

its 20 years. This would not have been possible 
without the help of the following providers: 

David Antonio, MD 
Fernando Atienza, MD 
Richard Baylor MD 
Joseph Bessler, MD 
Rebecca Wright-Bowden, PNP 
Richard Carpenter, MD 
William Castle, MD 
June Daffeh, MD 
John Deschamps, MD 
William Eng, DPM 
Steve Glessner, MD 
Floyd Griffith, OD 
James Hamilton, MD 
Ruth Harris, ANP 
Ann Kingsbury, MD 
Vicki Kinsel, MD 

Edist J. Love, DC 
Charles Maresh, MD 
William McConahey, MD 
Kevin McGrath, MD 
John Melton, MD 
Betty Mill, ANP 
David Muffleman, MD 
James Prince, OD 
Alexander Reeves, MD 
Tom Sperry, MD 
William Stallings, MD 
Tamara Stephens, FNP 
Kay Stout, MD 
Rocky Tingle, MD 
Diane Vanlandingham, FNP 
Matt Vogel, MD 
Edward Zakaib, MD 
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The Lancaster County Board 
of Supervisors’ (BOS) delib-
erations regarding the pro-
posed boat ramp at Simmons 
Cove were conducted in secret. 

This was the worst sort of 
back room dealing among poli-
ticians and a developer who 
stands to gain if the ramp is con-
structed. The developer offered 
the land (five acres) to the county 
if the county would agree to build 
the ramp. The county agreed 
to build the launch facility and 
accepted the gift of land.

The county then sought 
and received a grant from the 
Virginia Department of Game 
& Inland Fisheries and paid 
$17,000 of taxpayer funds to 
develop a preliminary site plan—
all in secret.

There were no public hearings, 
there were no public announce-
ments, there were no discussions 
involving the public. The only 
ones who knew what was going 
on were those in the ”back room.”

None of the residents in the 
affected area were told about 
these deliberations until just one 
day before the BOS voted to 
approve the project. They were 
kept in the dark until the BOS had 
voted. It was a sneak attack, plain 
and simple.

This sort of back room dealing 
discredits the BOS and under-
mines the trust that is so vital to 
the partnership among citizens 
and government that must exist 
if we are to solve the many 
problems we face in Lancaster 
County. 

We have schools that need 
serious community atten-
tion, and roads that are littered 
with trash. We all need to work 
together to solve these and other 
pressing problems.

But who will trust a govern-
ment that conducts its business 
in secret, and treats citizens with 
such disrespect?  

Wendy Smith,
White Stone

capital and the hospital is in 
severe financial straits, as are 
many other Virginia hospitals.

Republican opposition to 
Medicaid expansion has noth-
ing to do with federal funds. 
Instead, this is a political 
scheme to defeat Gov. McAu-
liffe. Republicans are playing 
politics with the financial sta-
bility of Virginia’s hospitals 
and the health of thousands of 

Medicaid

continued from page A6

Do you remember?
Former University of Virginia basketball standout Ralph 
Sampson enters the Lancaster County Youth League 

League’s opening day for the 1996 season. Others in the 
photo include his children, Donald Conaway and umpire 
Bill Barnes. Sampson stayed more than an hour longer 
than planned to accommodate the dozens of autograph 
seekers along the largest opening crowd in the park’s 
history, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do You Remember?” is a community service 
of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Virginians.
Virginia Secretary of Health, 

Republican William A. Hazel, 
a holdover from Gov. McDon-
nell’s administration, supports 
Medicaid expansion and has 
warned his fellow Republicans 
of the damage they are causing 
to Virginia’s hospitals.

Ransone and McDougle 
should support Medicaid 
expansion and stop play-
ing politics with the financial 
health of our hospitals and with 
the health of working people.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

The Essex County Virginia Branch of the NAACP will host 
the Area 14 Virginia State Conference NAACP meeting from 10 
a.m. to noon on April 12 at the Tappahannock Greens Activity 
Complex, 990 Winston Road, Tappahannock.

“We will continue the discussion of priorities for the year 
2014, policy issues, resolutions from the state convention, area/
unit concerns,” said chairman Mark P. Lomax.

All Area 14 NAACP members are urged to participate, he said. 
Members should inform their local branch of their intentions to 
participate. 

NAACP Area 14 meets April 12

YOUR LETTERS
Open the doors

The Rappahannock 
Record’s March 20 balanced 
reporting of Lancaster’s con-
sideration of a plan to con-
struct a public boat ramp on 
the headwaters of Dymer 
Creek, recounted environ-
mental, ecological, water-
safety and supervisory pro-
cess concerns voiced by 
community members.

Ramp at odds 
with county plan

In the March 20 Rappahan-
nock Record, there was a big 
article about Irvington resi-
dents expressing annoyance at 
tree trimming by VDOT crews 
along King Carter Drive. Peri-
odic trimming is needed to 

Abuse of
public forum

preserve sight lines, and keep 
vegetation out of the street and 
sidewalk rights of way.

The outcry was voiced in the 
public remarks section of the 
town council meeting, which is 
intended to deal with unsched-
uled brief comments. More 
than 45 minutes of council time 
was consumed with redundant, 
strained complaints about the 
trimming work. No voice was 
heard favoring the trimming 
activity, because it had just 
occurred that day—very few 
would have been aware of it, 
aside from the protestors.

Complaints ranged from 
overblown to silly. The trim-
ming contractors were accused 
of “crepe maiming.” Council-
man Nunnally thundered that 
he had never in his deed granted 
VDOT a right of way over his 
property, and he insisted that 
they could not trim his trees. 

Well, none of us granted 
VDOT a right of way in our 
deeds, it’s the price of install-
ing and maintaining public 
roads. His trees intrude into the 
street, not just the right of way, 
because they were planted too 
close to the street and have not 
been trimmed by the owner.

From my point of view, the 
trimming work was neces-
sary, appropriate, and well 
performed. My wife and I 
have had “vigorous” discus-
sions about tree trimming, and 
I am well aware that opinions 
differ and tempers flare on this 
topic. Numerous other citizens, 
including some whose trees 
were trimmed, have told me 
that they feel the work was well 
done, and I agree. VDOT has 
standards to follow, and they 
should finish the work on King 
Carter, and be thanked for it.

Michael E. Merrill,
Irvington

The front page cover-
age also afforded county 
planner and land use direc-
tor Don Gill the opportu-
nity to address some of the 
concerns but in doing so, it 
would appear that he raises 
a dilemma that will remain 
unresolved by this boat ramp 
proposal.

Mr. Gill in part speaks to 
“...the comprehensive plan’s 
call for a site in the eastern 
part of the county with direct 
access to the Chesapeake 
Bay” and further explains 
that the  “.....DGIF grant...
calls for boats under 25 feet 
in length.”

Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries supplied 
a $100,000 grant and Bay 
Design provided a $17,000 
engineering study for super-
visory deliberative due dili-
gence in considering the 
ramp proposal.

However, any safety-
minded boater knows the 
Chesapeake Bay is no place 
to operate boats under 25 
feet, especially by inexperi-
enced “weekend warriors.”

Unaddressed are traffic 
safety concerns that will 
arise from the narrow, two-
lane road to serve the pro-
posed ramp. Fleets Bay Road 
sits lower than Route 3 which 
creates a steep approach 
where the roads intersect, 
necessitating a driver to pull 
far forward to see oncom-
ing vehicles before entering 
Route 3.

I have been behind com-
mercial landscaping trailers 
that have had a hard time 
clearing the wide median 
strip completely, leaving 
trailers stretched across and 
obstructing oncoming lanes 
on Route 3.

The increased difficulty 
of handling safely an every-
day vehicle hitched to trail-
ers weighing thousands of 
pounds and driven by inexpe-
rienced weekend tow drivers 
will make the intersection 
more challenging to cross; 
and during boating season a 
line of backed-up boat trail-
ers will create an extreme 
inconvenience for those 
served by Fleets Bay Road.

Frank Maguire,
White Stone

As a former Kilmarnock 
Town Council member who has 
served with four of the current 
candidates, I encourage every-
one to vote for Mae Umphlett 
for mayor, and Emerson Gra-
vatt, Curtis Smith and Chris 
Allen for council.

I have served with Mae 
Umphlett for two years. She is 
fair, honest, competent and an 
independent thinker.

Emerson Gravatt has served 
a total of nine years on council 
and was instrumental in both 
the Main Street Project and the 
purchase of the new Town Hall. 
Curtis Smith, the former mayor, 
served for 12 years on council. 
Both of these gentlemen bring 
experience, integrity and fiscal 
responsibility to the council.

Chris Allen has served for the 
past year on the planning com-
mission. In addition to being the 
youngest major in the prison 
system in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, he is multi-talented, 
dedicated to the town and a 
wonderful neighbor.

Mae and Emerson are mem-
bers of the current council, 
the majority of which gave 
the citizens a 16½% reduction 
in their real estate taxes, sup-
ported Rappahannock Com-
munity College with funding, 
and voted to purchase the new 
Town Hall giving our town a 
presence in the Steptoe’s Dis-
trict and a building of which we 
can all be proud. Additionally, 
the town had a $400,000 sur-
plus last year.

Curtis Smith was mayor 
during the Main Street Project 
and for the beginning of the 
Mary Ball Community Block 
Grant. Chris Allen has been 
instrumental with the planning 
commission on bringing forth a 
new, better and revised compre-
hensive plan for Kilmarnock.

All four of these candidates 
will protect the town’s revenues 
and have the best interests of 
Kilmarnock at heart. Plus they 
will make our citizens proud 
once they are elected.

Please vote Umphlett, Gra-
vatt, Smith and Allen and do 
your part to make Kilmarnock 
even better than it already is.

Howard Straughan,
Kilmarnock

Former councilman
endorses candidates
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American Cancer Society  |  Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tappahannock Free Clinic  |   The Health Nut  |  Richmond County YMCA

Rappahannock Community College  |  Virginia Women’s Center 

As part of our serving the community for 25 years, Riverside 

 encourages you and your family to join us:

Community Health and Wellness Fair
Riverside Tappahannock Hospital

Saturday, March 29 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

We want this year to be your healthiest ever, so stop by  
and receive valuable screenings and information  
to make improvements in your health. For free.

Glucose and total cholesterol screening 

Blood pressure screening  |  Weight and Body Mass Index (BMI)  

Cancer support and guidance to stop smoking

Nutritious, budget-friendly recipes  |  Demonstration fitness classes 

Telehealth system  |  Sleep disorders  |  Giveaways and raffles 

Home health technology 

Activities and demonstrations: 

Our participating community partners:

riversideonline.com/rth

HOME & LIVING
EXPO 

Saturday, April 5th - 9 am-4 pm                                                                               
Lancaster Middle School, Kilmarnock

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters
Upholstery

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

Some states have expanded 
Medicaid as the current fed-
eral administration wants, 
but Virginia is resisting this 
move. This has led to the 
charge that tax dollars going 
from Virginia to Washington 
will be used to help those other 
states. 

This is confused logic.
The federal government 

does not have a “lock box” set 
aside for the collection and dis-
bursement of Medicaid Expan-
sion. In fact, nothing is being 
done at the federal level for this 
expansion except to increase 
the debt ceiling. Expanded 
Medicaid costs, like much of 
the federal expenses, will be 
handled through borrowing 
and printing money.

How bad will those expanded 
costs be? No one knows for 
sure but government programs 
always far surpass their tan-
talizing projections. A study 
found that Arizona’s 2002 
Medicaid expansion resulted 
in costs quadruple the projec-
tions. You know the drill.

We can also expect that the 
federal government will renege 
on its promise to absorb 90% 
of expansion cost. These higher 
mandated expenses will steal 
budget dollars from other vital 
programs in Virginia, such as 
public education.

Hospitals and their work-
ers are important assets in our 
communities; however, in this 
argument they are simply a 
special interest group. They 
mistakenly backed Obamacare 
and now are doubling down 
with lobby efforts for Medic-
aid Expansion. High costs and 
poor healthcare for you and a 
jobs bill for them.

If you are really worried 
about the state’s financial 
condition you will insist that 
our country stop running up 
debt. And if you are really 
worried about healthcare for 
those in need, you will insist 
that Medicaid be improved not 
expanded.

Studies indicate that, after 
going on Medicaid, people 
are no healthier than before. 
Don’t take orders from either 
Washington or from a special 
interest group. Pass a Virginia 
budget now, and then work on 
improving healthcare.

 Rodger Meredith,
Callao

then Medicaid                                                                                                      

YOUR LETTERS

I read with interest the 
unhappiness of the Dymer 
Creek residents about the 
proposed public access boat 
ramp. It appeared that many 
residents felt blindsided/
ramrodded by the actions of 
the Lancaster board of super-
visors. I have a suggestion to 
avoid these situations.

Prior to moving to Vir-
ginia, I lived in Andover, 
Mass. It is governed by town 
meeting (current popula-
tion, 33,000). We had elected 
boards, including supervi-
sors, education and other 
elected management func-
tions. The boards prepared 
budgets, proposed changes 
to taxes/fees, considered 
zoning variances, and exe-
cuted their budgets. But, on 
three nights each year, we 
all got our chance to ratify/
modify/reject the actions 
(called warrants) proposed 
by the boards.  

The boards held public 
meetings to discuss issues 
and finalize warrant submis-
sions as voted by the boards. 
Besides those public meet-
ings (and publicity from 
the local newspaper), the 
final warrants included the 
board’s perspective on their 
positions. Warrants were 
published in the newspaper 
prior to town meeting so citi-
zens could prepare to cast an 
informed vote; likewise, res-
idents who opposed a war-
rant publicized their feelings 
in advance.

At the town meeting, led 
by an elected moderator, a 
board representative gave a 
summary of a specific war-
rant f irst, and then citizens 
could have their viewpoints 
heard. Following debate, a 
vote was taken and some-
times, modifications/rejec-
tions were made to warrants.

The elected officials had 
long ago learned that the 
key to getting their posi-
tions ratif ied was to engage 
dissenting opinions, and 
submit warrants that could 
expect broad public sup-
port. Groups/individuals 
knew that it was important to 
engage the public before the 
town meeting. 

We all want our govern-
ment to be responsive to 
community desires, not the 
other way around. A migra-
tion to town meeting at the 
county/small city level is a 
good way to get there. 

Varley Wrick,
Lancaster

Another way 150 Years Ago This Month:  
The Snows of March 1864

In the Southern Historical Collection at 
the University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill is a letter from Confederate soldier 
James Graham to his mother, dated March 
4, 1864. Graham was in the 27th North 
Carolina Infantry as part of Lee’s army 
in Virginia. The letter, excerpted below, 
describes the cold, snowy weather of early 
March and other hardships of a soldier’s 
life:

“About 3 o’clock Tuesday morning we 
left camp and started for Liberty Mills 
on the Rapid Ann River. It was sleeting 
very fast when we left camp and seemed 
to be but the beginning of a regular sleet 
and snowstorm…The rain and sleet had 
continued all day and when night came it 
commenced to hail and then to snow. It 
snowed for about an hour and then cleared 
of about 11 o’clock.

“It was terribly cold and you may be sure 
we slept very little that night. My overcoat 
and blanket which had got wet during the 
day froze hard and next morning I had to 
thaw out. About 8 o’clock the next morn-
ing—Wednesday—we started for camp 
and reached there that evening pretty well 
worn out, and you may be sure we took a 
good sleep that night. I saw men on that 
march barefooted without the least sign 
of a shoe and now and then you could see 
the blood in their tracks as they marched 
along. I don’t see how they could possibly 
stand it, but they kept along pretty well…

“I don’t know how long it will be before 

they have us going somewhere else, but 
hope that they will let us rest now. We 
have any quantity and all sorts of rumors 
in camp concerning the fights about 
Richmond, but can hear nothing reliable. 
I expect you know more about what is 
being done about Richmond than we do 
for I have not seen a paper since Satur-
day and we have had no mail at all since 
Monday.

“I wish you would send my gloves as 
soon as you can get them done for I have 
almost entirely worn out my others, also 
please send me 2 pr half soles for both prs 
of my boots need half-soleing and I can 
have them fixed in camp if I can get the 
leather…”

The weather is also the topic of reports 
in the Richmond Times Daily Dis-
patch newspaper. The March 23 issue 
states:  “Heavy snow storm.  Yesterday 
was one of the severest which has been 
experienced during the season. About 
twelve o’clock in the day a heavy storm 
of wind and snow set in, which continued 
without intermission and with increased 
fury throughout the entire day. At ten 
o’clock last night the snow had attained a 
depth of several inches, with every pros-
pect that many more would fall before 
morning.”

The March 31 issue has a first-hand 
account of conditions in Lee’s camp, pro-
vided by the Dispatch’s army correspon-
dent on March 28: 

“It has been some time since I have had 
any items of interest to communicate from 

the lines of this army. The winter is now 
supposed to be well over, and if Grant is 
terribly in earnest we may soon expect to 
see the first blood of the campaign flow. 
The snow of Tuesday last [March 22] has 
melted, and leaves the roads for the time 
being quite deep in mud; but, with the 
drying winds and warming sun, we may 
soon expect them to be in condition for 
campaigning purposes. 

“I suppose it may be as well for me to 
tell you that during the last snow there 
were several fights in the lines of this 
army—not with leaden, but snow balls. 
Doles’s Georgia and Walker’s (Stonewall) 
Virginia brigades had a pitched battle. 
Walker drove Doles back, capturing his 
camps and his ammunition…

“The boys are amusing themselves 
with tournaments and hope. One of the 
former came off last week and another is 
set down for Tuesday week, if the weather 
and Gen. Grant should permit. 

“I am frequently asked how the sol-
diers are fed. My reply will be their bill 
of fare: They are now getting corn meal 
instead of flour; quarter of a pound of 
meat per day, with occasional issues of 
rice and molasses, sugar and coffee. The 
animals are in better plight than at any 
time since the war began — they are now 
getting five pounds of corn per day and 
six pounds of hay.”

This monthly article is a service of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum & 
Library and Lancaster County Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Committee. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

This past week, Congress 
strengthened the ability to 
assert oversight over the admin-
istration. 

Our Founding Fathers struc-
tured our government to have 
three equal branches. The presi-
dent’s efforts strike an imbal-
ance toward the Executive 
Branch. It is frustrating when 
the Executive Branch oversteps 
its authority by issuing execu-
tive orders. 

I will continue efforts to 
counter any oversteps. Con-
gress has a constitutional duty 
to carry out the duties of the 
Legislative Branch and conduct 
oversight and rein in any over-
reach by the Executive Branch.

 The House passed the 
ENFORCE the Law Act last 
week. As the Judiciary Com-
mittee summarized: the 
ENFORCE the Law Act puts a 
procedure in place to permit the 
House, or the Senate, to autho-
rize a lawsuit against the Execu-
tive Branch for failure to faith-
fully execute the laws.

The legislation also provides 
for expedited consideration of 
any such lawsuit, first through a 
three-judge panel at the federal 

district court level and then by 
providing for direct appeal to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. This 
expedited review is crucial 
in order to ensure that when a 
lawsuit is brought against the 
administration to enforce our 
nation’s laws, the courts not 
only grant Congress standing, 
but also hear the case on an 
expedited timeline to prevent 
the president from stalling the 
litigation until his term is up.

In addition, the House also 
passed the Faithful Execution of 

the Law Act. The purpose of this 
legislation is common sense. It 
ensures there is improved trans-
parency and disclosure regard-
ing the Executive Branch’s 
enforcement of federal law, 
especially at the Justice Depart-
ment currently led by Attorney 
General Eric Holder. 

This bill enhances efforts 
to rein in the Justice Depart-
ment by requiring the attorney 
general to report to Congress 
whenever anyone in the federal 
government establishes a policy 

to refrain from enforcing a fed-
eral law. The legislation also 
requires an explanation of the 
decision to not enforce the law.

These pieces of legislation 
are important steps to ensure 
that our Constitution is fol-
lowed diligently. Article II, 
Section 3, of the U.S. Constitu-
tion declares that the president 
“shall take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed.” This is 
an important clause and I am 
bound by my Oath of Office to 
help uphold this principle.

Correction
In an article regarding the 

Northern Neck Land Conser-
vancy’s effort to seek accredi-
tation appearing March 20, a 
statement was in error.

Carol Hughes is past presi-
dent and team chairman for 
accreditation; Steve Walker is 
the current president.
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