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Kilmarnock addresses
its police coverage gap
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—Kilmarnock
police have begun to ﬁll gaps in coverage, reported police chief Mike
Bedell.
“We’re going to modify our existing coverage to help ﬁll in the gaps,”
Bedell told the police and public
safety committee on March 6.
“We’re going to adjust schedules
so that we can provide some 24-hour
coverage,” added town manager Tom
Saunders. ”We’re not going to be
able to do it every night, but it will be
enough that no one’s going to know
whether there’s someone on duty or
not at three or four or ﬁve o’clock in
the morning.
“As far as anybody can reasonably
know, there’s somebody on duty all

the time,” said Saunders.
Committee members and town
staff did not see a need to hire additional police. Council member Shawn
Donahue pointed out that Kilmarnock falls within the jurisdiction of
the Kilmarnock police, both Lancaster and Northumberland sheriff’s
ofﬁces, and the Virginia State Police.
“When do you say you got enough?”
Donahue said. “The number of police
ofﬁcers for the number of residents,
we are right in line with state averages. We’re doing good.”
“We could put 20 more ofﬁcers
on duty, you’d still have somebody
acting stupid on occasion,” Saunders
said.
“I agree that bringing on more ofﬁcers is not going to solve the problem
here,” said vice mayor Emerson Gra-

vatt. “Deﬁnitely we’re taking it seriously and looking at alternatives.”
Meanwhile, Saunders reported, the
town continues to look into the possibility of installing cameras on Town
Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.
“We may follow through on that,
and that would be another tool for
[police chief] Mike [Bedell],” Saunders said. He added that he had been
to a security camera demonstration
that morning and intends to bring
more information about the camera
option to the next town council meeting.
Staff and committee members also
pitched other ideas to keep Kilmarnock safe.
KILMARNOCK, continued on page A2

John Obolewicz of Powhatan is the 2014 Artist of the Year for the
35th annual Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show. From left, Cindy
Clark, Tim Booth and Todd Booth display a painting of a pair of
decoys by Obolewicz. Color prints of the painting will be given to
show patrons. W.F. Booth and Son Inc. of Kilmarnock is the business
sponsor for the show prints. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone VFD to roll
out the camouflage for the
35th annual waterfowl show
T

his weekend, the tankers and pumpers will be replaced by bufﬂeheads and mergansers as the White Stone ﬁrehouse is ﬁlled with paintings, carvings, sculpture
and photography from more than 80 artists, carvers and photographers for the 35th
annual Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show.
Public hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, March 15, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, March 16. Admission is $8. Children younger than age 12 will be
admitted free.
Original paintings, prints, decorative carvings, working decoys, folk art carvings,
bronze sculpture, photography and antique decoys will showcase a variety of wildfowl in many mediums and prices, said co-director Pat Bruce.

Artist of the Year

The Kilmarnock Planning Commission hosts a “public hearing with no public” Monday, March 10, as
chairman Dr. Curtis Smith quipped at the meeting. The meeting chamber was noticeably empty. The
only attendees of the meeting not actually on the commission or town staff essential to the meeting
were town manager Tom Saunders and the Rappahannock Record.

Public is silent on comprehensive plan
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock
planning commission on March 10
unanimously recommended the 2014
revision of the comprehensive plan
for approval by town council. The vote
came following a silent public hearing.
“I guess everybody’s satisﬁed with
what we’ve done, I hope,” said chairman Dr. Curtis Smith.
The plan will now go before the
town council, which will also hold a
public hearing prior to enactment..
The commission also discussed the
town’s capital improvement plan.
“My suggestion is that we recommend council include some funds for
a sidewalk project in the CIP,” said

planning and zoning director Marshall
Sebra.
Sidewalks have been “a primary
concern” in the commission’s previous
discussions of the capital improvement
plan, added Sebra.
Commission members focused
on four areas in particular that they
felt should have sidewalks, including
Harris Road near Rappahannock General Hospital and the Northern Neck
Family YMCA.
“I mentioned before, and I still feel
somewhat strongly about, the section
that goes up Harris Road toward the
hospital,” said commissioner Chris
Allen. “Several reasons. Obviously the
Y’s there, and you have a lot of youth
that walk to that area to use the Y.”

“The 2014 Artist of the Year is John Obolewicz
of Powhatan,” said Bruce. “For the show, John has
painted a lovely painting of a pair of decoys. Color
prints of this painting will be given away each day at
the show.”
Obolewicz grew up in Sullivan County, N.Y.,
near the Delaware River. He describes it as nature’s
schoolroom as it is where he learned a love of the
outdoors and a desire to capture its beauty in paintings, said Bruce.
At age 13 he was chosen Best In Show-Jr Division for watercolors at the Kearny Arts Festival
In New Jersey. The next year he was one of three
Emerging New Artists by the Orange County Art
John Obolewicz
Alliance Festival in New Jersey.
He has a bachelor’s of ﬁne arts in painting and his work has been recognized and
awarded numerous prizes and ribbons.
His works have been selected twice for the prestigious Virginia Waterfowl Conservation Stamp, said Bruce. In 2009, he won with “Morning Stretch,” a painting of
a drake Ring Neck duck. In 2012, he won with “Bufﬂeheads at Cape Henry Light.”
Although his ﬁrst love is wildlife, he has expanded his subject matter to include
landscapes, architecture, sporting scenes and a variety of commission work.
His work has been used for fundraising by Ducks Unlimited, the Rocky Mount
Elk Foundation and the North American Hunting Retrievers Association. This is
Obolewicz’s 25th year as an exhibitor at the Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show.

Commission members brought up
the need for sidewalk to the old River
Lanes building, since it is the future site
of the Lancaster Community Library.
The motion also includes sidewalk on
Irvington Road to connect to the potential Harris Road sidewalk, and along
School Street.
The commission also began considering a revision of town sign ordinances at the request of the council.
The commission will focus on revising the ordinances for directional
signs, a limited type of sign giving
directions to a business. Currently Show highlights
The originals of all the show prints are on display at the ﬁrehouse. Copies of
each business in Kilmarnock is
many
of the prints from previous years are available for sale. A limited number of
allowed up to four, which commissioners and staff worry will allow signed and numbered commemorative posters will be for sale, said Bruce.
The Preview Night door prize is a decoy carved by William Bruce of White
unsightly clutter in town.
Stone and the weekend door prize is an original painting by Timothy Leary of
Dumfries.
The Best in Show entries from the 2013 Federal Junior Duck Stamp Program
will be on a special exhibit from the US Fish and Wildlife Service.
The Rappahannock Decoy Carvers Guild will conduct the annual carving
contest on Saturday in the White Stone Women’s Club building next door to the
ﬁrehouse. Stop by to see the entries or watch the judging, which begins at 11 a.m.
Entries from across the country will be competing in several categories including
James Haynie, Michelle Lybarger and the International Wildfowl Carver’s Association’s canvas decoy championship.
The Northern Neck Audubon Society will sell bluebird boxes. The Virginia
Frances Westbrook.
In White Stone, councilman Randy Waterfowler’s Association and the Holiday Lake 4-H Center will again have an
Reeves ﬁled for mayor. Incumbents enlarged space with special presentations and demonstrations repeatedly on SaturIrving Brittingham and Joseph Salikis day and Sunday. They also will host activities for ages 6 and older.
Special business sponsors of the show are W. F. Booth and Son Inc. for the show
ﬁled for three open seats on council.
The deadline to register to vote in prints, Rappahannock Rentals, Bank of Lancaster and Bay Trust, Lawler Real
the May 6 election is Monday, April Estate, Paul Sciacchitano and Welby Saunders of Wells Fargo Advisors, Willaby’s
Catering, Currie Funeral Home and Coloryn Studio.
14, said Jett.
All weekend, oysters, crab, barbecue, chowder and homemade desserts will be
Citizens may register at the registrar’s ofﬁce on the lower ﬂoor of the available to eat at the show or take home. A special tent is set up just for dining.
The show is sponsored by, and all proceeds beneﬁt, the White Stone Volunteer
County Administration Building, 8311
Fire Department.
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Four races shape up following extended
ballot deadline for May 6 town elections
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—At least four races
will be decided in May 6 town elections locally.
Four new candidates applied in
the ﬁnal hours before the March 5
extended ﬁling deadline to get on the
ballot, according to Lancaster voter
registrar Susan Jett.
In Kilmarnock, incumbent Raymond Booth and council member Mae
Umphlett are running for mayor.

Five candidates are vying for three
seats on council, including incumbents
Shawn Donahue and Emerson Gravatt,
as well as Chris Allen, James Evans Sr.
and former mayor Curtis Smith.
In Irvington, four candidates are
seeking three council seats, including
incumbents Jerry Latell, Mike Merrill
and Wayne Nunnally, as well as former
mayor William Evans.
Three candidates ﬁled in a special
election to ﬁll two years remaining on
a four-year Irvington term, including
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Principals report positive news
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Lancaster
Middle School principal Mike
Daddario on Monday reported to
the school board that 22 applications have come in from citizens
volunteering to tutor students.
“This includes a VCU professor, bio-chemist, people with
mathematics background...” he
said. The applicants must ﬁrst go
through background checks and
be tested for Tuberculosis before
they can be accepted, Daddario
added.
The Rev. Dr. Tom Coye said
the middle school’s efforts ﬁt in
with his tutoring committee’s
plans to bring citizens into the
school system. “There’s been
good community support in the
concept,” said Coye.
He announced a steering committee for selection of a volunteer coordinator to help schools
match tutors with students which

includes members of local organizations, churches and the
school district.
Daddario also reported fourthand ﬁfth-graders in the Kiwanis
Club’s K-kids program are conducting a pet food drive with a
donation from Omega Protein.
“They will be touring that facility,” he said.
High School principal Dr.
Holly Wargo discussed the
school’s Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) program with
the Northern Neck Technical
School. She showed a miniature replica of a motorcycle
made using the program’s threedimensional copy machine. In
addition, she said students will
be working on boats through a
marine trades course and training in other trades.
“It’s all part of 21st-century
education,” said Wargo.
Primary school principal

Ernest Palin reported on “Smile
Virginia,” a mobile dentistry
clinic which will be making a
visit this month to the primary
school to check and clean teeth,
including taking x-rays and
offering ﬁllings.
Also, he said the school offers
the Curriculum at Home Involving Parents and Students program. CHIPS offers books, strategies, games, information and
tools for parents to use at home
to help teach their children reading skills.
In other business, school board
chairman Dr. Robert Westbrook
said he wanted to see more ﬁeld
trips at all three schools.
He also named District 3
member Don McCann to head
a committee to look into special
grant funding for next year.
Board members accepted a
plan to involve the community
in questioning ﬁnal candidates in
the search for a superintendent.

Teachers support food bank
Lancaster County school teachers on March 10 presented
the Northern Neck Food Bank a check for $900 as part of
their continuing spirit of giving back to the community
through Commitment 2 Community. From left are
teachers Lisa Barton and Tara Booth and Carolyn Quinn
of the Food Bank. The organization supports a different
charity each month. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

$15.7 million school budget proposal includes 1.5% pay raise
Public hearing set March 17
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board on March
10 scheduled a public hearing on a proposed budget of
$15,742,451 for the ﬁscal year
starting July 1.
The hearing will be held at
6:30 p.m., Monday, March 17,
in the media center at Lancaster
Middle School, 191 School
Street, Kilmarnock.
The total includes an operating budget of $15,108,584,
plus a food service budget of
$633,867.
The budget represents a
$323,333 increase over the

current year, amounting to an
increase of $274,466 in operations and $48,867 in food service. The increase is mostly
attributed to extending the
school year by two weeks, back
to 180 days, which increases the
pay period for some employees such as bus drivers, teacher
aides and cafeteria staff and
extends food service for two
weeks as well as increases in the
retirement contribution.
“This is a bare-bones budget...
for the 180-day calendar,” said
acting superintendent Sandy
Spears. She fought for a teacher
pay increase of 1.5%. “An
increase tells employees ‘You’re

Kilmarnock police
continued from page A2

“I think we probably can
reach out to businesses and
residences about ways to be a
little smarter about their properties, and have some lighting,” Saunders said. “I’m not a
fan of constant lighting, but I
think motion lighting.”
Staff and committee members also spoke warmly of the
efforts of Kilmarnock’s police.
“The rest of it is just the continuation of what Mike and his
folks have been doing all along,
which is just good, solid police
work,” Saunders said. “They
already know who most of our
bad actors are, they keep an eye
on them, they catch them a lot

of the time, they deter them
most of the time, and that’s all
we can ask.”
The Anchor Pharmacy, 2
South Main Street, Kilmarnock was broken into the
night of January 23. According to Bedell, Kilmarnock
police responded within
90 seconds of dispatch and
found the building empty.
The would-be robber apparently grabbed a pill bottle,
but dropped it.
Following the incident,
pharmacy owner Ken Thompson raised questions about an
early-morning gap in Kilmarnock police coverage.

valuable. We appreciate what
you do,’” said Spears. “I don’t
think administrators are overpaid for the work that they do.”
However, Spears said the
board needs to revisit the teacher
salary scale to make it equitable
with neighboring counties.
“This is the year for the sacriﬁcial lamb, but we can’t do this
again,” said board chairman Dr.
Robert Westbrook.
“If we can’t do this (salary
increase), we will lose teachers...” said District 3 member
Don McCann. “I appreciate that
this county has to pay 80% of
education...but I argue that we
keep that 1.5% increase.”
District 1 member Bob Smart
argued that the budget put Lan-

caster at the top of the state in
terms of cost per student while
the student/teacher ratio was the
lowest. “We’re not running an
efﬁcient system.”
Westbrook stressed the need
to lobby the General Assembly
to change an unfair composite index that puts such a huge
portion of education on county
taxpayers at 78% while other
counties pay as low as 4 or 5%.
He noted the county criticism is
about the high cost to educate a
student versus the performance
of the schools, which are not
fully accredited.
After a lengthy discussion on
the problems of recruiting and
keeping teachers, Spears suggested they put off for a year

NEWS BREAK
■ Successful open house

More then 200 people on March 8 attended the Steamboat Era
Museum’s open house in Irvington. Attendees had the opportunity to comment and vote on potential new exhibits.
Generous donations, made during the open house, will allow
many of the exhibit designs to become reality. The museum will
open to the public on May 1 for the 2014 season.

■ Bridge inspection
Motorists may encounter single-lane closures from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. through Friday, March 14, on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge on Route 3 for a scheduled inspection of the bridge.
Flagging crews will direct trafﬁc to take turns crossing the bridge
in the open travel lane.
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adding a technology position
for a savings of $40,000 and
replacement of all laptop computers for a savings of $50,000,
in order to give teachers a salary
increase.
Members
unanimously
agreed, and extended the raises
to all employees at a cost of
$150,000.
Voting for the measure were
Smart, Westbrook, McCann
and District 2 member Ella
Davis. District 4 member Patrick McCranie did not attend the
budget work session.
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Arrests made in synthetic marijuana conspiracy
RICHMOND—Seven area individuals
are facing charges in federal court related
to synthetic marijuana conspiracy.
According to a press release from the
ofﬁce of Dana J. Boente, acting U.S.
Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, those arrested are: Connie Rhoades
Bowler, 47, of Gloucester; Melody
Rhoades Green, 52, of Topping; John
Stacey Rhoades, 41, of Hayes; Brandon Bowler, 22, of Gloucester; Robert
Rhoades, 19, of Hayes; Christopher
Lowery, 29, of Farnham; and Harrell Kenneth Stockwell Jr., 54, of Gloucester.
They were arrested on February 25 on
charges of conspiracy to distribute and
possess with intent to distribute smokeable synthetic cannabinoids (Schedule
I controlled substances or analogues of
Schedule I controlled substances) with
intent for human consumption, and drug
paraphernalia.
Federal ofﬁcials involved in the arrests
included Scot R. Rittenberg, acting special agent in charge, with the departments of U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), Washington; and
Thomas J. Kelly, special agent in charge,
Washington, D.C., ﬁeld ofﬁce of the
Internal Revenue Service, criminal investigation division.
Local authorities involved in the arrests
included Middlesex County Sheriff David
P. Bushey; Essex County Sheriff Stanley
Clarke; Chief James G. Ashworth of the
Tappahannock Police Department; and
W. Steven Flaherty, superintendent of the
Virginia State Police.
The ofﬁcials announced the arrests
after the initial appearances of the defendants before U.S. Magistrate Judge David
J. Novak in Richmond.
Each of the defendants faces a maximum penalty of 20 years imprisonment if
convicted of the conspiracy charge. Additionally, Connie Bowler, Melody Green
and John Rhoades are charged with maintaining drug-involved premises for the
Slipknots Trading & Tobacco stores in

‘We made a decision
to end this poison’
The Tri-Rivers Drug Task Force
has been involved in closing seven
businesses that allegedly sold synthetic drugs, said task force special
agent Eric Van Fossen. All seven are
between Hampton and Middlesex
County.
In 2012, Van Fossen, task force
command board member M.E.
Sampson of the Middlesex Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce, and a Middlesex undercover
investigator agreed to devote as
much time as needed to end the
open sale of these deadly drugs.
“Operation Covenant” was born.
“We heard the cries of our community, and we made a decision
to end this poison that was being
unleashed on the community,” Van
Fossen said after the February 25
raid of the Slipknots store in Topping.
Topping and Tappahannock. That charge
also carries up to 20 years imprisonment.
According to the indictment, the seven
defendants were engaged in a conspiracy
to distribute various forms of synthetic
cannabinoids from May 14, 2012, until
February 18, 2014. In federal court proceedings on February 26 and in documents
ﬁled with the court, authorities allege that
Connie Bowler, Melody Green and John
Rhoades were the owners of Slipknots
Trading & Tobacco LLC, a tobacco store
that sold smokeable synthetic cannabinoid (SSC) products, often commonly
referred to as Spice, and items ranging
from water pipes to rolling papers, used
to smoke SSC.
The documents assert that over the
course of an 18-month investigation, law
enforcement personnel made numerous
controlled purchases of SSC from the

Slipknots stores in Topping and Tappahannock. It is alleged that although some
of the SSC that the stores sold was not
yet regulated, much of the SSC purchased
was in fact illegal Schedule I controlled
substances or Schedule I controlled substance analogues. (In chemistry, an analogue is a compound with a molecular
structure closely similar to that of another
and produces similar effects.)
The authorities allege that Slipknots
Trading & Tobacco sold over $3 million of SSC products over an 18-month
period. Reportedly, following the search
warrant execution, ofﬁcials seized six
bank accounts, two houses and three
vehicles.
During the February 25 raid in Topping,
several law enforcement ofﬁcials were
seen at a house on Route 3, about onequarter mile from the Topping Post Ofﬁce.
Reportedly, police found more than 90
guns at the Guinea, Gloucester County,
home of Slipknots co-owner John S.
Rhoades.
All of the defendants were released
on bond except John Rhoades, who was
released on home detention with a third
party custodian (his dad), reported Laura
H. Taylor, public information ofﬁcer for
the Richmond U.S. Attorney’s Ofﬁce.
The investigation was conducted by
ICE-HSI, IRS, Virginia State Police
(VSP) Tri-Rivers Drug Task Force, and
special agents with the VSP Bureau of
Criminal Investigations (Richmond and
Chesapeake ﬁeld ofﬁces), Middlesex
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce, Essex County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce, and Tappahannock Police
Department.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Olivia L.
Norman is prosecuting the cases.
The Slipknots store in Tappahannock
was in the Essex Square Shopping Center
but it had closed a few weeks before the
raids. Owners planned to move the store
near Walmart and re-open in March, said
a Tappahannock law enforcement ofﬁcial.
A clerk who worked at the Tappahannock
store is facing synthetic drug charges.

Felonies

Kenneth W. Horton Jr. , 23,
of Oyster Way was charged
March 4 with felony violation of probation.
Keaton D. Sutton, 28, of
Beanes Road was charged
March 5 in Northumberland
County for felony failure to
appear in Lancaster County
Court.

Misdemeanors

A River Road man, 58, was
charged March 5 with disorderly conduct.
The Lancaster Middle
School Resource Ofﬁcer ﬁled
criminal charges of indecent
exposure against an adult for
urinating in public outside a
classroom.
A Cowshed Road man, 25,
was charged March 9 on a
Richmond County charge of
failure to appear.
A Wilson Lane man, 50,
was charged March 9 with
public drunkenness.

Activity Report

March 3: Staff responded
to an E911 disconnect call on
West Highview Drive (telephone line problem; number
not in service for 10 years),
to an E911 disconnect call
on Grace Point Lane (telephone line problem); and to a
destruction of property call on
Simmons Lane (pickup truck
cutting doughnuts in the ﬁeld).
March 4: Staff responded
to a trafﬁc complaint on Wild
Flower Lane, to a cellular
E911 disconnect call on Buttercup Lane (child playing
with an old cellphone), to
an E911 disconnect call on
King Carter Drive (telephone
line problem), to a curse and
abusive language complaint
at a Lively area convenience
store,
with
Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) to
a shoplifting call at Walmart
(KPD arrest); received a
complaint of an unlicensed
adult driving a go-cart on
Windmill Point Road; and
attempted to intercept a
reported drunk driver in the
Kilmarnock–Irvington area.
March 5: Staff responded
to a destruction of property call on Oak Hill Road
(Yankee Point Marina sign
and pot; $100 loss); with
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) to a medical
emergency on Pinckardsville
Road, to a trespass complaint in the 8300 block of
Mary Ball Road, to an illegal
dumping complaint in the

10600 block of Mary Ball
Road; and notiﬁed Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of downed/
missing highway signs in the
Ottoman area.
March 6: Staff discovered
an unsecured business in the
White Stone area during
routine late night building
checks (no criminal incident); responded with local
ﬁre departments to West Point
Road for a vehicle ﬁre (West
Point Road was closed to
trafﬁc for approximately 45
minutes), to a trespass complaint on Benson Road, to a
destruction of property complaint on Dungeon Thicket
Road (4x4 salt treated post;
$15 loss), to the Litwalton–
Chinns Mill area to check on
the well-being of an 89-yearold seen walking along the
roadway; received a larceny
report from a Levelgreen
Road resident (2 platinum
and diamond rings; $23,100
loss), and an E911 from the
8300 block of Mary Ball
Road (child playing on the
phone); notiﬁed VDOT of a
downed tree impeding trafﬁc
on River Road near Chinns
Mill; assisted Virginia State
Police (VSP) involved with
a trafﬁc stop near Mary Ball
Road and Avis Trail, and
assisted VSP with a trafﬁc
stop on East Church Street.
March 7: Staff checked
on the well-being of a Black
Stump Road resident at the
request of a concerned citizen (no emergency services
needed); attempted to locate
on Courthouse Road and at
other locations within the
county a person reported as
possibly armed and suicidal
(subject was located by Northumberland
authorities);
responded to a noise violation complaint in Lancaster,
and responded to a domestic
disturbance on Woods Drive.
March 8: Staff responded
to assist Northumberland
authorities with a ﬁght call
at the Browns Store Community Center, to a shots ﬁred
call on Gaskins Road, to a
ﬁght call on Buzzards Neck
Road, and to a shots ﬁred call
in the area of Daniel Drive;
received a domestic disturbance complaint from a
resident in the 2500 block of
Irvington Road (complainant
advised that her boyfriend
refused to give her keys to
a vehicle because she had
been drinking; complainant
agreed to sleep the night in a
separate room), and a larceny
report from an Ocran Road

resident (two, 12-foot red
iron gates, steel corner hay
feeder; $640 loss);
March 9: Staff intercepted near Mary Ball Road
and Avis Trail an aggressive driver that was tailgating a motorist (the intercepted driver told the ofﬁcer
he thought the other driver
had stolen a dog; charges
ﬁled against the tailgater);
responded to a domestic disturbance on Gaskins Road,
and to a domestic disturbance on Wilson Lane (arrest
reported above), and checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made
(no emergency services
needed);
March 10: Staff notiﬁed VDOT of a large animal
carcass that needed to be
removed near Mary Ball and
Harris roads; and responded
with KPD to the local emergency room on a disorderly
conduct complaint.
Also last week, staff conducted 27 trafﬁc stops, issued
12 summonses, assisted 11
motorists, reported two deer
strikes, handled four calls for
trafﬁc control, investigated
three building alarms, logged
two inmate transports, and
ﬁelded three calls for animal
control service.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
an elevator extrication on East
Church Street, a trafﬁc crash
at Bluff Point and Kent Point
roads, a carbon dioxide alarm
on North Main Street, with
Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire Department to a vehicle
ﬁre on West Point Road and
with White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department to a kitchen
ﬁre on Little Bay Road.
Upper Lancaster VFD
responded to a carbon dioxide alarm on Chiltons Point
Road, to assist EMS on Levelgreen Road, and to establish a med-evac landing zone
on Town Creek Lane.
White
Stone
VFD
responded to electrical ﬁres
on Beech Tree Lane and on
Blue Heron Lane.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck
Wilkins this week reported
charges against ﬁve individuals.

Felonies

Keaton Deon Sutton, 28,
of Heathsville was charged
March 5 with two capias
attachments of the body for
failure to appear in the Nor-

In a March 6 article regarding the sentencing of Larry Warner
Hearn Jr. for the 2013 shooting of James Thomas Hayden, additions were made to the reporter’s initial article during the editing
process. The additions were based on a press release from Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert Cunningham.
However, the article appearing in the paper failed to mention
the source of the additional material. Statements near the end
of the article attributed to a neurosurgeon, Cunningham and
Hayden came from Cunningham’s press release.

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&
Take quality consignments
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207
The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783
ADVENTURE TRAVEL PRESENTS
SPECTACULAR

IRELAND

SEPTEMBER 7-15, 2014
You’re invited to a special travel presentation

MARCH 17, 2014 • 2 p.m.
RSVP to 804-436-9200

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported charges
against six individuals.

Correction
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thumberland County Juvenile and Domestic Relations
Court and Richmond County
General District Court. He
was also charged with a failure to appear in the Richmond
County General District
Court on attempted murder
charges. The capias to show
cause was a failure to appear
in the Richmond County Circuit Court for drug charges.
Shervette O. Rich, 50,
of Heathsville was charged
March 7 with malicious
wounding.

Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg man, 45, was
charged March 2 with assault
and battery of a household
member.
A Heathsville woman, 18,
was charged March 4 with
shoplifting from a Gloucester
Walmart. This was a Gloucester County warrant.
A Lottsburg man, 45, was
charged March 5 with violating
a protective order. This warrant
was served by the Richmond
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.

$5,000 reward

A $5,000 reward is
offered for the arrest(s) of
the person(s) involved in an
assault and larceny of several
ﬁrearms on July 21, 2013, in
the Wicomico Church area.
Call the Crime-Tips line at
580-8477.

“Come join us--we’re going places”

A4

CommunityForum

Fiction or Fact

March 13, 2014
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA
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Focal Point

from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
Just bag it.
We were taught it’s what’s inside that counts, but without
a decent wrapping, what’s inside might turn sour, go stale,
dry out or rot.
There is much to be said for decent packaging and I’m not
MXVWWDONLQJDERXWDWLJKW¿WWLQJVZHDWHUDQGSDLQWHGRQEOXH
jeans.
I’m talking about packaging as in the technology of
enclosing or protecting products for distribution, storage,
sale and use.
,¶PWDONLQJDERXWFRQWDLQHUV6SHFL¿FDOO\FRQWDLQHUVWR
hold leftover food.
I’m talking about food packaging containers as in technology that provides physical protection, barrier protection,
containment, convenience, portion control, tampering resistance, and special physical, chemical, or biological needs for
the safe storage of foods
My mother—God bless her—has got to be one of the pioneers in the recycling movement.
Throughout my formative years, I thought leftover containers came in a limited number of shapes, sizes and styles:
the cottage cheese container, the sour cream container, the
frozen whipped topping container, the peanut butter jar,
the mayonnaise jar, the oyster pint jar, oyster quart jar, the
pickle jar and the coffee can.
Then of course, there’s a whole line of plastic food storage
containers marketed by direct sales through home parties.
Some of these products, or wanna-be competitors, have crept
into the fold.
Somewhere around the time I began cooking for myself,
I discovered the versatility of the plastic re-sealable storage
bag. Prior to that, I thought plastic bags were only for keeping oat cereal shaped like Os from spilling inside the purses
of mothers with toddlers, or for brown-bagging a sandwich.
When it comes to leftovers, I haven’t found anything
worth keeping I can’t save in a plastic re-sealable bag. They
hold liquids as well as solids—depending upon the gauge
and composition, frozen or hot foods even.
I prefer the plastic bag to paper, wax paper, foam, cardboard or aluminum foil as well.
Now don’t get me wrong, I’ve reheated some delicious
leftovers from any number of containers stockpiled in mom’s
pantry.
But, I’m talking about convenience. The re-sealable can
be tossed after one use. I don’t have to wash them and return
them to her. Although, I’ve known a few tightwads who
would wash out a plastic bag and reuse it sooner than toss it.
I’m not one of those.
It won’t break if I drop it.
I can see what’s inside of it with a quick glance in the
UHIULJHUDWRUZKLFKPDNHVDSODVWLFEDJDPRUHHI¿FLHQW
choice than a cottage cheese container.
They’re not big and bulky taking up more space than need
be in the fridge. They require less energy to keep foods
stored at a safe temperature than an oversized container.
And with recycled containers, keeping up with the lids
always becomes an issue.
Matching a lid to a container can be time consuming, and
after utilizing the container and lid several times, the seal
becomes sloppy.
,¶YHJUDEEHGVRPHWKLQJRXWRIWKHIULGJHDQGWKHOLGÀLHV
one way, the leftovers another and I’m left holding an empty
former sour cream container and a mess to clean up.
Like the line of plastic food storage containers marketed
by direct sales through home parties, they come in a variety
of sizes and styles.
But just because they make a mini version, doesn’t mean
you have to save a tablespoon of anything.
-XVW¿QLVKLWRIIRUWRVVLW
What pleasure or nutritional value are you going to derive
from two bites? That’s such a wee bit it’s not even an appetizer.
That’s just enough to tease the taste buds—just enough to
get me up to ninety.
That would require more energy to store than it’s worth.
That deﬁes common sense. That goes against all logic. That
would not be a good conservative use of energy.
That would not be “green” as in environmentally sensitive,
not that I’m an advocate of going green.
On a list of places I’d like to go, that ain’t one of them.
Over the next week or so, you will hear folks using a “Go
Green” salutation. Just so you know, they’re not being environmentally sensitive either. They are trying to be “Irish.”
St. Patrick’s Day is Monday, March 17.
In honor of St. Patrick, if you’ve got any leftover corned
beef, cabbage or green beer, reach for a plastic re-sealable
bag.

Hospital encourages
advance directives

Babe in the bush: A brown thrasher hides in the
azaleas.

Photo by Danielle Davis

Recent letters express concern about the Rappahannock General Hospital-Bon Secours merger and include misconceptions
about the Catholic Church, which has, since the fourth century,
taught that extraordinary means to extend life are unnecessary.
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ guidelines (“Ethical and
Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care”) say, “A person
may forgo extraordinary or disproportionate means of preserving life. Disproportionate means are those that in the patient’s
judgment do not offer a reasonable hope of beneﬁt or entail an
excessive burden, or impose excessive expense on the family or
the community.”
These guidelines extend to assisted nutrition and hydration,
“when they cannot reasonably be expected to prolong life or
when they would be excessively burdensome for the patient
or [would] cause signiﬁcant physical discomfort, for example,
resulting from complications in the use of the means employed.”
Some headlines focus on those extremely rare patients in a persistent vegetative state (PVS). In such cases, Catholic hospitals
may favor artiﬁcial nutrition, unless the criteria above are met.
Decrying “organizations [like the Nazis] that force their ideologies and beliefs on others” is ironic since the Supreme Allied
Command did just that by routing them. Our Quakers and evangelicals fostered the Civil War and Constitutional Amendments
forcing acceptance of the equality of African-Americans. History
teaches that those who perceive certain people as subhuman, as
the Nazis did with Jews, homosexuals and others, and as our own
Supreme Court Dred Scott decision did with blacks, were morally wrong. The question of whether some life is “subhuman” is
unlikely to be settled scientiﬁcally, so we must continue to seek
the moral truth about abortion and PVS victims.
Bon Secours encourages advanced directives. Go to bonsecours.com and search that term for samples.
Donna Doleman, Heathsville

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject line
Focal Point.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

E

xemplary students from
around the the First District recently celebrated their
nominations to the nation’s
service academies.
One of my duties includes
nominating youth to attend
the ﬁve academies, and each
year we receive a number of
fantastic applicants. It is an
inspiration to spend time with
them and an honor to help
them achieve their admirable
goal of serving our country. If
you know of a student interested in attending a service
academy, please urge them
to go to wittman.house.og
where they will ﬁnd contact
information.
I recently hosted a telephone town hall and participated in two town halls
in Caroline County. It was
valuable to hear thoughts and
ideas regarding what’s happening in Washington.
Folks are rightly frustrated
that simple issues become
more complicated because of
bureaucratic red tape, especially with regard to health
care. Too many individuals
have shared with me their
struggles involving Obamacare. I have been working
with House leadership to vote
on a simple straightforward
alternative to Obamacare. I
am a cosponsor of several bills
that create simple, fundamental patient- and provider-cen-

tered reforms that will reduce
costs and increase access to
health care. We need to ensure
that decisions are made by the
patient and provider in any
effort to ﬁx our current challenges in health care.
Two recent developments
in Washington provide great
news for Virginia. Our working veterans have seen the
Cost of Living Adjustments
restored, with the House passing legislation to remedy the
issue of COLA reductions.
The House originally passed a
COLA reduction for working
military retirees as part of the
Bipartisan Budget Act.
I was vehemently opposed
to the provision harming our
veterans’ beneﬁts. We cannot
balance the budget on the
backs of the service members
who have given their all for our
country, and it is great news
that the House, Senate, and
now the president have taken
action to remedy this issue for
our veterans and their families.
The Chesapeake Bay
Accountability and Recovery
Act also recently passed the
House. This legislation, which
I authored, will help bring
efﬁciency and accountability
to restoration efforts.
It is now up to the Senate to
pass this legislation, and I will
continue to work with our Virginia Senators to pass this bill
and to see it signed into law.

Exploiting the public
I am stung by the methods used by the Lancaster County government to cloak the plans for a boat ramp on a small feeder
stream in the headwaters of Dymer Creek.
A 27-hour notice: It begins when a county ofﬁcial visits property owners contiguous to the planned development on Wednesday afternoon, presents the planning document, and states that
information will appear in the Rappahannock Record the following day. Thursday noon the paper arrives and lists the board’s
agenda noting the item. Thursday night at 7 p.m. the board acts.
County government is delivering every resident’s nightmare:
make the deal in the dark, exploit the unaware property owner,
run out the clock.
This is happening locally and is shameful.
Joy Gwaltney, White Stone

Medicaid Expansion is not the answer
Virginians need to know the facts about Medicaid Expansion…the
issue which is holding the state budget hostage.
Gov. McAuliff stipulated that he wants a budget by July 1 with the
inclusion of Medicaid Expansion and will accept nothing less.
Republicans want to pass a clean budget immediately so local governments and state agencies can plan for their ﬁscal year.
Due to the magnitude of the Medicaid Expansion program, Republicans want a special session to deal with this issue. They voted to
extend the General Assembly session to solve this problem; however,
the Democrats refused, packed up their toys and went home.
Sounds like D.C. politics in Virginia.
Medicaid Expansion claims to decrease Medicaid costs by $66 million within 10 years. It will cost Virginia $325 million to achieve this.
Medicaid recipients will experience diminished care with the addition of 400,000 patients, some of whom already have private insurance but will be bumped into the program. Also, one-third of doctors
are leaving their practices because of Obamacare.
Decreased use of emergency rooms is touted as a plus for this program. Not true according to “Oregon Study.”
Massive fraud and abuse already exists; the opportunity explodes
with Expansion.
Washington promises to fund the ﬁrst three years then subsidize. Really? We have a debt of $17 trillion. By the way, “you can
keep your doctor.” Really?
We are a country that cares for our needy. There are more effective,
free-market solutions to provide this. One such measure, House Bill
36 was killed in sub-committee. Louisiana had a legendary, successful charity care system before ObamaCare became the “ﬂaw” of the
land.
Get involved, learn the facts, and enlist the help of our state senators and delegates. Stand strong against Medicaid Expansion.
Dee Meredith, Callao

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his column, or using the term of the late
Rappahannock Record employee Gilliam Lewis, “this item,” is the 1,530th since
I began writing the piece. That number
divided by 51, the number of issues per
year, equals 30, hence the column today
is three decades old. I began writing on a
vintage typewriter, but gradually became
drawn into modernity with a computer, but
I still miss my Luddite ways.
Initially, as I was teaching in Alabama,
I sent the column by mail to Mr. J. E. Currell, the legendary publisher, with a backup
to Jean Dize, a longtime employee. Two
years later, after returning from exile, I
began driving the column into the paper
each week, then dawned the Internet, and
now I use it, except for the times when the
metal roof on our house precludes me from
getting online. Every email is a potential
challenge, as we never know whether we
shall be able to send it or not. Ah, the joys
of modernity!
Soon after the onset I wrote a column
on a local person who had died, and I
decided to end it with R.I.P. Over the years,
countless people have asked me what that

meant. One thought it was “very impor- grown into other species, all of whom, I
tant person,” another that the deceased had dare not say which, have their own personal
belonged to a society the initials of which identities and names. When I write about
were R.I.P. The letters are the abbreviation them, I try to respect their unique contribufor the Latin, “Requiescat in Pace” which tions to the quality of our life on the farm.
in English is Rest in Peace.
For instance, I never refer to the eggs
Ten years into Excerpts
costing out at probI entered another new
ably $3 apiece, not per
phase of life with fatherAs I have travelled around dozen. In addition, if I
hood. I wrote a column
referenced that in the
about the experience, the globe I have written from column, my good wife
referring to the new
might pay closer scruarrival as a Blessed Event. many foreign locales, but the tiny to the farm budget.
Later in that column
As it is, I prefer to
I shortened it to B.E., most memorable were two bring the eggs in, and
where it has remained for
let her make some
almost 20 years. John columns from Kilmarnock, magic concoction with
Wilson, the former editor,
them, commenting how
told me that once after Scotland.
nice it is to have fresh
he had spoken to a local
ones. Last week she
group, he asked for questions. The ﬁrst was made a superb goose egg frittata. Every
“What does B.E. stand for?”
bite was sublime.
For part of my childhood we lived on a
As I have travelled around the globe I
farm, replete with a menagerie of all the have written from many foreign locales,
traditional farm animals. One of my ﬁrst but the most memorable were two colsteps upon moving home was to order a umns from Kilmarnock, Scotland. While
barnyard assortment of fowl, which has there, the Council welcomed me, and the

members asked many questions about our
Kilmarnock. I sent them copies of the
columns, and my thanks for the brotherly
camaraderie of the namesake city.
I have had folks stop by the house on
their way back from dining in a restaurant
I had mentioned in the column, happily to
thank me, rather than to complain about
the service or the tab. Others have called
to ask about recipes I have proﬁled, all of
which have been old family favorites. Still
others have wanted directions to a place I
found interesting. I appreciate all of the
comments, questions, and literary criticism
I have received.
When I began writing the column the only
restraint that Mr. Currell imposed came
when he said, “Get it here on time.” Thus
far, albeit a few times down to the deadline, for which I apologize to the editor,
I have followed his directive. Next week
begins Year 31. My thanks to the staff at
the Rappahannock Record, and to all who
have commented on my musings. We live
in a great community ﬁlled with good and
generous people. May the Northern Neck
always be that way.
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Reagan Day Dinner to feature silent auction
The Lancaster County Republican Committee’s
17th annual Reagan Day Dinner will feature some
unusual silent auction items, according to dinner
chairman Joan Blackstone.
The event will be held Sunday, March 16, at
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club, 362 Club
Drive, Kilmarnock. A social hour will begin at
5:30 p.m. and a buffet dinner will follow at 7 p.m.
Among the items donated for the auction is a
Tour of the U.S. Capitol and lunch, donated by
U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman, said Blackstone. State
Sen. Ryan McDougle is donating a Virginia ﬂag
ﬂown over the State Capitol.

Del. Margaret Ransone has donated two beautiful wooden arm chairs rescued from the State
Capitol’s restoration project.
Also available is a handmade corn hole game
with a GOP motif. Other items will include a collection of books with a Republican theme.
The annual dinner raises funds for the projects
of the Lancaster County Republican Committee,
said Blackstone.
The speaker will be Dr. Lee Edwards, Distinguished Fellow of Conservative Thought at the
Heritage Foundation.
For reservations, call Blackstone at 435-6464.

Cunningham to address the Lancaster NAACP
Do you remember?
-R .YRI SJ  0]RHE .SLRWSR 6SFF WTSOI EX E ¾EK HIHMGEXMSR GIVIQSR] EX XLI
Lancaster Ruritan “Recreation Center” in Lively, during opening day of the youth
league season, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. She later
XLVI[XLI½VWXTMXGLXSSJ½GMEPP]WXEVXXLIWIEWSR%PWSTMGXYVIHJVSQPIJXEVI,IVQER
Gaver, the Rev. Herbert Parker, Weston Conley, then future Gov. Chuck Robb and J.T.
Pierce Jr. The Robb children are seated. “Do You Remember?” is a community service
of the Kilmarnock Museum.

The Lancaster County is encouraged to attend, said
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. Lloyd Hill.
Other items on the agenda
on Tuesday, March 18, at the
Bank of Lancaster north- include information on how to
side branch, 432 North Main
Street, Kilmarnock.
Lancaster County Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert
Cunningham will present
a public forum on restoration of voting rights. Anyone
interested in receiving information on voting restoration

Designed to suit your needs

YOUR LETTERS
A month for heroes
March is a time of hope and
renewal. It’s also Red Cross
Month. Since 1943, the U.S.
President has proclaimed March
as a time for the nation to support
the work of the Red Cross.
That’s why, this month, we
are celebrating the everyday
heroes—our friends, neighbors,
and family members—who
dedicate their time to keep our
communities safe year round.
Whether they’re providing ﬁrst
aid training, responding to a
house ﬁre, or serving meals to
families affected by emergencies,
they are making lives a little bit
brighter.
And you’re a hero, too. Every
Red Cross supporter makes it
possible for us to prevent and
relieve suffering down the street,
across the country and around the
world.
I hope you’ll join us in celebrating Red Cross Month and
offer your vital support to your
community Red Cross Chapter.
Shirley Grant, executive
director, Northumberland
Julie Dudley, executive
director, River Counties

Association
promotes
brain injury
awareness
March is Brain Injury Awareness Month. A brain injury can
happen anytime, anywhere, to
anyone. Brain injuries do not discriminate—it doesn’t matter how
old or young you are, what sex or
race, or how rich or poor you are.
A brain injury occurs at the
rate of one every 18 seconds.
More than 1.7 million people sustain a brain injury each year from
a fall, a motor vehicle accident, a
sports-related injury, or a medical
event like a stroke. An injury that
happens in an instant can bring
a lifetime of physical, cognitive,
and behavior challenges, but
early and adequate access to care
can greatly increase overall quality of life and make those challenges a little less difﬁcult.
The Brain Injury Association of Virginia is proud to join
advocates across the country to
recognize March as Brain Injury
Awareness Month, honoring the
millions of people with brain
injury who, with proper acute
care, therapeutic rehabilitation,
and adequate long-term supports,
are living with the successes and
challenges that each day brings.
I urge everyone to visit biav.net
to learn more about brain injury
and what you can do to help the
Brain Injury Association of Virginia continue to raise awareness
of the impact of brain injury and
the need for adequate treatment
and long-term care for brain
injury survivors.
Martha M. Hall, CBIS
Warsaw

Welcome changes
There’s a common belief that
health care is always better in
bigger cities. While I cannot
speak for all small towns, I can
speak for the Northern Neck and
I want to reﬂect on how fortunate
we are to have excellent care in
our region.
While there is no doubt that
changes will come with the integration of Rappahannock General Hospital and Bon Secours
Health System, I want to encourage us to welcome these changes.

This transition is necessary to
secure health care for our area. It
is important for our families and
neighbors to be able to access
health care when and where they
need it. But, this is about more
than convenience. The hospital
has, and will continue to be, part
of the fabric of our community.
It brings patient-centered care,
health education and wellness
opportunities to the people in our
community who need it and who
are also so appreciative of it.
Providing high-quality health
care to our community is my
passion. It is something that my
family and my practice have been
dedicated to for 10 years.
I hope that through this transition, our community will follow
suit to welcome change with
the hospitality and openness for
which we are known.
Kay Stout, M.D.
Kilmarnock

Residents will
½KLX[EXIV
access project
Our county government ofﬁcials continue to battle the residents of Dymer Creek. Several
years ago, Dymer Creek residents
strongly rebuffed a ﬂawed government plan to put an unwanted
public pier and boating ramp in
Dymer Creek’s Ashley Cove.
Our county ofﬁcials learned
nothing from that defeat, and now
they are at it again, this time with
an even more illogical plan to put
a public pier and boating ramp in
the shallow headwaters of Dymer
Creek.
Dymer Creek is a beautiful,
residential, waterfront neighborhood. We have not asked for, nor
do we desire, a public pier and
boat ramp in our tranquil creek.
Building a public pier and
boating ramp at this proposed
site would be an environmental
and ecological disaster. This very
narrow, shallow location is adjacent to wetlands, and this project
would require extensive dredging
that would be extremely damaging to the ecology.
The area has a large variety of
wildlife, including herons, swans,
ospreys, eagles and otters. Children often sail, canoe, kayak,
swim, ﬁsh, and crab in the creek.
Having non-resident trailer
boaters with damaging wakes
and noise speeding up and down
our narrow, pristine, ecologically
sensitive waterway would be a
travesty to all residents.
The residents of Dymer Creek
will effectively ﬁght this ill-conceived project. County ofﬁcials
should cancel this project now
before wasting county taxpayer
funds on permit applications and
expensive litigation.

Jim Merrill Jr.,
White Stone

Proposed project
is inappropriate
A March 6 article on the donation of land for a boat ramp,
leaves the reader with only half
the information.
The gift comes from an astute
businessman and developer who
owns the 20 acres behind this
proposed ramp. He also owns the
Grace Hill property a mile or so
away on Harris Road.
Being able to advertise these
housing developments with close
water access will greatly increase
their value and his proﬁts. The
county acts as if this all began on
Thursday.
Preliminary plans were drawn
up prior to the meeting, costing taxpayers $17,000. This isn’t
the end of cost to taxpayers. The
county is putting in a road from
Fleet’s Bay Road to the site. They
must dredge the marsh, pay for a
parking lot, pay for extra police

G O T T H E I T C H TO
PLACE AN AD?
M a i l @ R Re c o r d . c o m

It has become known that Lancaster County has been given
some land off of Fleets Bay Road
bordering Simmons Cove.
The residents all along Dymer
Creek have become aware of an
unpublicized plan to develop this
land into a public boat launch and
parking area. As one of many
people who are blessed to live on
the shores of this beautiful creek,
I felt it imperative to voice the
opinion that my wife and I both

protection, pay for a ramp and
pier and most likely re-dredge
every year to keep the channel
open.
The damage to the ecosystem
here will be irreparable. This site
is a wetlands, very shallow and
very narrow. There are nesting
eagles, a heron rookery and multiple water fowl that live in this
creek, not to mention crabs, minnows, and other marine life. The
shoreline will be eroded and the
native grasses damaged.
The notion that there is
nowhere for grandpas to take
grandsons to ﬁsh is false. There
are ramps in the area available to
the public at a very nominal fee.
What happened to “support local
business?”
The county also has free access
to an already developed property
that it got through proffers at
Windmill Point with a road, parking lot, deep water and immediate access to the bay. Why isn’t
this site being used?
This is a badly constructed
plan on an inappropriate site.
It will come with a high cost to
both the taxpayers and the environment.
Beth Kendrick,
White Stone

FYI

River Market

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

20% off

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

Draperies
Cornices
Valances
Shades
Blinds
Shutters
Upholstery

Free Installation

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN:
Lancaster, Northumberland, and Richmond Counties
Train in Kilmarnock, Volunteer in your community!

Training Dates

(Must attend both days)
April 3rd 10am - 4pm
April 4th 10am - 4pm
Lancaster County Library
235 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Volunteers provide friendly visits, caregiver relief, emotional
support and compassion to patients and their families. If
interested, please call Brittany Canter, Volunteer Coordinator
at 804-443-4090 by March 27th. You must be over the age of
DQGLWLVUHFRPPHQGHGWKDWLQGLYLGXDOVKDYLQJDVLJQLÀFDQW
loss wait at least one year before attending training.

Wine Tasting
Friday Night!

:KLWH6WRQH

NOTICE
Dymer Creek Residents and Landowners
In order to receive, research, and disseminate information on potential threats and other
items related to maintaining our beautiful and pristine waterway neighborhood, concerned
Dymer Creek residents have created the

Dymer Creek Environmental Preservation Association
All residents and landowners on Dymer Creek are automatically members. Unlike an HOA,
there are no rules, regulations, or dues. All expenses will be covered by donations. The
association will be an effective tool to discuss problems, receive information, and to network
throughout our neighborhood.
If you are a Dymer Creek resident, landowner, or friend of Dymer Creek, please provide
your names, street address, mailing address, email addresses, and any other pertinent
information (skills to assist us, etc.) to:
Jay Marshall: dymercreek@yahoo.com
If you do not have email, contact Jay at 577-8778 or mail him at PO Box 671, White Stone, VA 22578

F racking I s N ot C onservation .com
“Stop Fracking. . .”

David H. Herndon,
White Stone

Wildlife and
residents won’t
tolerate launch

(804) 758-8887

share regarding this latest development.
Dymer Creek is abundant
with wildlife and waterfowl
which depend upon the creek
for the sustenance and protective habitat which the creek provides. Tens of thousands of ﬁsh
fry—mainly menhaden—use the
relatively calm and shallow water
as a haven in which to grow until
being of size to enter the Chesapeake Bay.
Eagles nest a short distance
from the very area which is designated to be public parking for
the intended boat ramp. Great
blue heron have nesting sites
nearby and can be seen stalking
the water’s edge all along Dymer
Creek for small ﬁsh.
Otters are a common sight
in Dymer indicating just what a
healthy creek it is to support these
amazing creatures.
This is but a small example of
the everyday sightings we can
observe from our homes.
My wife and I, along with all
of our neighbors and other concerned citizens, agree that the
county should look elsewhere for
a public boat launch area.
The impact on the creek would
not be a small one, nor would it
be welcomed by this community.

www.

conduct an effective lobbying
meeting, election year dos and
don’ts and an accounting of a
recent black history program.

- Audubon

31 Service and Trust Concerns - US Fish & Wildlife
“Fracking. . . should not proceed. ”

- The Nature Conservancy

“Fracking Fluids. . . toxic concentrations of heavy metals.” - USGS
Read these reports and speak up - Protect Your Drinking Water!

www.

F racking I s N ot C onservation .com
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Council reviews plans for a new business
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Council
gave its okay last Thursday
to a new business planning to
open next to the town ofﬁce but
wants to see a revision on the
proposed signage.
Jeff Cherry of Richmond
and Deltaville recently purchased the two-story building
at 419 Rappahannock Drive
with plans to operate Allure
Art Center and rent retail and
professional ofﬁce space there,
said town manager Patrick
Frere. Additionally, Cherry
wants to hold a farmers’ market
on the back portion of the halfacre property. The markets
would be held on second Saturdays May through November.
Cherry did not attend
Thursday’s meeting but later
conﬁrmed he purchased the
3,500-square-foot building in
July 2013. The building has
served as a church, ofﬁce and
retail store.
Although the property is
already zoned commercial and
Cherry’s proposed business is

Time to ‘tag up’ in White Stone
White Stone will sell automobile and motorcycle tags
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, March 17, through Friday,
March 21, and Monday, March 24, through Friday, March
28, at the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White
Stone.
Automobile tags for residents of White Stone are $25
each and motorcycle tags are $15, according to town manager Patrick Frere.
Some 400 tags have been ordered, said Frere. The town
sold 339 tags last year.

an approved use, councilman
and town zoning administrator David Jones said he “didn’t
feel comfortable signing off ”
on the zoning and sign permits
without consulting the council. His concern was about
the farmers’ market request
and the proposed artwork that
would appear on the sign in
front of the building.
The artwork in question is
a mermaid surrounded by a
wave. Frere indicated Cherry
has an alternative iron sculpture that could be placed

on top of the sign. Council
decided by consensus to ask
Cherry to submit a “to-scale”
drawing of the sign, including
any artwork, prior to council’s
April 3 meeting.
Council
also
requests
Cherry limit the vendors to 20
at the farmers’ market.
Adjacent residential property owner John Taliaferro
said he has no objections to the
business but was concerned
about possible parking problems.
Council also requested

Cherry construct a fence which
is “acceptable to all properties,” including Taliaferro and
the town, also an adjacent
property owner.
In other business, Frere
told council he met with Jerry
Davis, director of the Northern
Neck Planning District Commission, and Keith Sherrill,
a community housing ofﬁcer with the Virginia Housing
Development Authority, to
discuss a downtown revitalization project using a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG).
Frere said he “went on a walk
through town and the project area” and learned White
Stone may be eligible for more
VHDA money than originally
anticipated.
Frere has also been ﬁnalizing
the town’s Main Street Afﬁliate
application with the Virginia
Main Street Program.
“These two guys were very
positive,” said Mayor Lloyd B.
Hubbard. “I was impressed...
They seemed as anxious to get
this going as much as we are.”

/MPQEVRSGO:MVKMRME

Put some ZING in your SPRING wardrobe!

Exciting new apparel &
s accesories
’
y
h
t
a
now debuting
g at
C
Un
ique Pursuits
Stylish
l h Fashions
h
& Accessories
44 Irvington Rd.
Kilmarnock Va. 22482
*Gift Certificates Available*

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 5:30
Sat. - 10 to 5

Lancaster County receives favorable audit report
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—County
ofﬁcials
received high marks at the February 28
board of supervisors meeting in an audit
report for the ﬁscal year ending June 30,
2013.
According to Paul Lee of Robinson,
Farmer, Cox Associates of Richmond, Lancaster’s assets exceeded liabilities at the
close of the ﬁscal year by $8,347,918, down
$203,663 for the year.

The county ﬁnished the ﬁscal year with a
general fund revenue total of $22,211,600
and expenditure total of $22,161,248.
Assets totaled $17,795,926, including
$10,683,155 for schools and $118,654 for
the Economic Development Authority.
Liabilities totaled $9,417,640 including
$2,382,459 for schools.
The county’s ending fund balance for the
year was $5,820,326, a decrease of $125,314
in comparison with the previous year.
The unassigned fund balance for the gen-

The Agenda
Local Government News
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board
of supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. today, March 13, at
the Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville. Public
hearings will begin at 7 p.m.
Discussion items will include the county audit report for
the ﬁscal year ending June 31, 2013.
A hearing will be held on a request from Brian Belﬁeld
of Belﬁeld Physical Therapy to operate a physical therapy
center at 16155 Northumberland Highway near Burgess.
There also will be a hearing on a request from Bethany
Baptist Church and Bart Morrison of the Hickory Ground
Foundation to operate a private school, Emmanuel Classical Christian Academy, at 16256 Richmond Road near
Callao.
IRVINGTON—Town council, on March 13, will consider a request from the Historic Christ Church Foundation to act on its behalf in efforts to secure FEMA funds
to repair damage to the church roof caused by Hurricane
Sandy.
The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 235
Steamboat Road, Irvington.
Also on the agenda, council will discuss a proposed
licensing agreement between the town and anyone requesting to use the commons for events.
Zoning administrator Bob Hardesty will address grants
and council member Kathleen Pollard will discuss the
town’s website design.

eral fund was $5,399,336, or 24% of total
general fund expenditures and other uses.
Also, the combined long-term obligations
decreased $946,183 over the ﬁscal year.
Lee credited the county’s 100% collection rate on property taxes as the reason
the county will continue to remain in good
ﬁnancial shape.
Revenue from property taxes totaled
$14,403,558, down $520,052 from the previous year. Local sales tax revenue totaled
$1,930,588, down $19,988.

Call issued for
annual citizenship
award nominations
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
board of directors of the Northumberland
Association
for Progressive Stewardship
(NAPS) recently opened nominations for the 2014 Distinguished Northumberland Citizen Award.
Members,
friends
and
interested citizens are urged
to submit names of people,
organizations or businesses to
the selection committee, said
chairman Ralph Millar. The
deadline for nominations is
May 15.
The award honors an individual, team, organization, or
business that advances NAPS’
goals, said Millar. The goals

include improving the water
quality of the Chesapeake Bay
and its tributaries, fostering
and preserving the county’s
rural atmosphere, promoting and monitoring land use
policies, encouraging economic growth to promote jobs
and cooperating with others
through educational programs
that target these goals.
“The selection committee needs to receive detailed
descriptions of how the nominee’s activities support one or
more of the NAPS goals,” said
Millar.
Submit nominations to
Millar at 529-9870, or millar@
earthlink.net.

Wildest Dreams Boutique +

+

Women’s Fashion Clothing

Shoe Event

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
March 27th, 28th and 29th

Corky’s Footwear - 8 New Styles for
Spring & Summer
Buy one pair - 10% off, two pair - 20% off
Three or more pair - 30% off
Also we are having a

Zashi Trunk Show
At the same time!
Both of these are new to our shop
Come check them out!
804-453-9453
702 Jessie Dupont Hwy Burgess, VA 22432

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board
will hold a public hearing on a proposed 2014-15 ﬁscal year
budget of $15,742,451, including $15,108,584 in operating
and $633,867 in food service.
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m., Monday, March
17, in the media center at Lancaster Middle School, 191
School Street, Kilmarnock.
WARSAW—Richmond County will conduct a
public information session March 19 on a proposed Stormwater Management program. The meeting will begin at
7 p.m. at the County Ofﬁce Building,101 Court Circle,
Warsaw.
The presentation will cover background information on
stormwater runoff regulations, examples of new stormwater control techniques and practices that will be employed
during and after construction, and an overview of Richmond County policies and procedures proposed for administration of the program. A question-and-answer session
will follow the presentations.
A technical session for engineers, developers and contractors, highlighting the design and speciﬁcations of
stormwater practices will be offered in the next few months.
For questions on this meeting, contact Sam Johnson at
the Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District,
333-3525, ext. 102; or Stuart McKenzie, at the Northern
Neck Planning District Commission, 333-1900, ext. 25.
LANCASTER—County supervisors will hold a
work session on the ﬁscal year 2014-15 county budget at
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 19. The meeting will be held
at the County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball
Road, Lancaster.
The session will be the only opportunity for representatives of agencies, organizations and county departments to
personally explain their requests for county funding.
+RZGR YOU VWD\LQIRUPHG"
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ZZZSXEOLFQRWLFHDGVFRP
Another way newspapers are keeping you informed. Every day.

A LINK
TO THE PAST
A BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE
A ONE WOMAN PLAY

“Daughters of the
Appalachians”
Discover the charm and uniqueness of the
Appalachian mountains through the yarn spinning of Linda
Goodman, an Appalachian native of Melungeon descent.
Looking to keep alive a culture that is fading away, she
creates a magic world where fantasy and ordinary heroes
come together to both entertain and inspire.

Sunday, March 16, 2014
Doors open 2:00 pm
Performance at 3:00 pm
/RFDWLRQ7KH/DQFDVWHU3OD\HUµV3OD\KRXVH:KLWH6WRQH
Tickets $20/Adults, $10/Children & Students
Includes light Refreshments. Beverages available at
additional cost. Tickets purchased at the YMCA.
Northern Neck Family YMCA
39 William B. Graham Court
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Lisa Shivers Cell 804.577.3238
lshivers@peninsulaycma.org

