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Following break-in,
pharmacy owner
questions late night
police presence in town
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—A Kilmarnock business owner has decried the lack of
24-hour police coverage in Kilmarnock.
“It’s kind of like having a fort, and you’re protecting the people inside from
the vandals,” said Anchor Pharmacy owner Ken Thompson. “And then at two
o’clock in the morning, all the guards go to bed and they open the gates and say
‘come on in, and we’ll be back about six.’ I mean, it doesn’t make any sense.”
While winter storms brought
Kilmarnock police do not have any
snow, sleet, rain and even
ofﬁcers on patrol between the hours of 2
thunder last week, most of
and 6 a.m., although there are always ofﬁthe Northern Neck escaped
cers on call, explained Kilmarnock police
the deluge of snow that fell
chief Mike Bedell.
Thompson said he learned of the gap elsewhere in the Commonwealth.
Above, motorists on their
in coverage when he called Town Hall
way home from work Tuesday
ancaster County Crime Solvers to complain that he had not heard of any
evening line up for gasoline at a
seeks information regarding a
followup to the investigation of a break- Kilmarnock convenience station.
break-in at a business in Kilmarin at the pharmacy on Thursday, January It appeared the area might be in
nock.
23. According to Thompson, the break-in for a deep snowfall, but it turned
At 10:30 p.m. January 23, the
occurred at 10:27 p.m., when police are
to rain during the night and was
Kilmarnock Police Department
on duty, and police responded within four mostly gone by daybreak. Photo by
and Lancaster County Sheriff’s
minutes. When he later complained to
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Ofﬁce responded to an alarm call
Town Hall that no ofﬁcers had stopped by
Right, Northumberland county
at Anchor Pharmacy, 2 South Main subsequently to check in and that he had
administrator Kenny Eades
Sreet, Kilmarnock.
not seen the break-in in Crime Solvers, he checks the weather while locking
Ofﬁcers arrived on the scene to
up the courts building after a
found out about the gap. Crime Solvers
ﬁnd the lock to the back door was
board of supervisors meeting
issued a related press release on February
broken and the door was open. Ofﬁ- 17. (See sidebar)
Thursday night in Heathsville.
cers searched the building but the
Snow began to fall during the
“We always have a person on call,”
intruders were not located.
evening, making roads slick late
explained Bedell. “The evening shift,
The business sustained about
when they go home, they’re on call for into the night and early morning.
By sun up, the snow was mostly
$2,300 worth of damage to the
another two hours until the day shift
gone again. Photo by Renss Greene
building.
comes on call. The amount of call-outs
Remaining snow or ice in some
Report information about the
that they would have to get called back
localities closed or delayed
break-in or any suspicious persons
for, it varies, but if it was three times a
classes, businesses and other
in the area of the building around
month, that would be a lot.” He said most
events, Wednesday, Thursday
that time to Lancaster County
of those calls are for possible prowlers or
and Friday.
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
false burglar alarms.
You will not have to give your
Bedell estimated that an on-call ofﬁcer
name or appear in court. If your
could respond within 15 to 20 minutes.
information is useful to law
Lancaster County sheriff’s deputies also
enforcement, you could receive a
have jurisdiction in Kilmarnock.
reward up to $1,000.
Town manager Tom Saunders said he
understands the concern, but that covering the additional hours would be expensive.
“There’s not a lot of evidence that we’re suffering because of the current
situation,” Saunders said. “But if I were Mr. Thompson and my business had
been... someone had tried to break in, I would probably feel like something
This is the ﬁnal installneeds to be done. So I’m not challenging him or questioning him, I’m just
saying we have to look at all of these things in the context of the big picture. ment of a three-part
What do we have in the way of revenues, and where do we want to spend series regarding improvethem.”

Wintery mix becoming the norm

CRIME
SOLVERS
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On the road to full accreditation:
Creating schools without borders

POLICE PRESENCE, continued on page A3

HealthStyles
BAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

2014

Bay Healthstyles, a supplement to the Rappahannock
Record and Southside Sentinel, appears inside this edition.

ments being developed in
Lancaster County Public
Schools towards full
accreditation status.
by Audrey Thomasson

A

fter just his second month in
ofﬁce, few would doubt the
impact school board chairman Dr.
Robert Westbrook has already had on
Lancaster public schools.
The two-term Irvington councilman and dentist has done his homework, visiting classrooms and meeting with administrators, teachers and
parents. He contacted superintendents
and educators from neighboring districts to learn how they resolve issues
in their districts.
His ﬁrst priority, along with board
members Bob Smart and Patrick
McCranie, was to shift to new school
leadership by bringing former principal Sandy Spears out of retirement to
serve as acting superintendent.
“Sandy Spears graciously consented to doing this out of the goodness of her heart. She is so respected
and established in this school system,
it immediately dissolved most of the
tension between teachers and the central ofﬁce,” said Smart.
“Morale went through the ceiling,”
said Westbrook. “I got calls from
teachers practically dancing in the

Dr. Robert Westbrook

Sandy Spears

halls, telling me how great things are
now.”
Westbrook personally met with
each county supervisor and re-established enough trust to persuade them
to approve additional funding for the
acting superintendent.
He and Spears swiftly assembled
an agenda of priorities and mechanisms to achieve their objectives of
repairing the system and moving education beyond state standards.
“Our goal is for Lancaster to get a
reputation as one of the best school
systems in the state,” he said.
While Spears is tackling the
schools’ academic hurdles, Westbrook is breathing life into a number
of volunteer programs. He revamped
the special education committee to be
parent-led and threw support behind
a mentoring and tutoring group being
organized by area churches. He wel-

comed a parent’s offer to organize
public involvement in the superintendent selection process—an idea
rejected by the board three years ago.
Board meetings were reorganized to
include committee progress reports.
Special education’s ﬁrst report
sparked a visit to the middle school’s
special needs classrooms by Westbrook and Spears where they witnessed inadequate facilities that
forced teachers to transport soiled
children down a long hallway in order
to clean and change them.
The board agreed to top the list
of capital improvement needs with
a $30,000 request to expand the
classroom and make it handicap
equipped including shower facilities
and natural sunlight, said Westbrook.
If approved by supervisors, the additional shower will also beneﬁt citiON THE ROAD, continued on page A2
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On the road to accreditation

Mozell Carter mentors Amonti Jackson, left, and
Caston Burrell, right, at the Boys and Girls Club of the
Northern Neck. Carter is the only African-American
man participating in the mentoring program.
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zens since the middle school is
the county’s main emergency
shelter, he added.
Westbrook persuaded Jimmie
Carter, president of Rappahannock General Hospital Foundation, to look at the feasibility
and costs of bringing the alternative school back to the district
rather than bus troubled kids to
a ﬁve-county combined alternative school in Warsaw.
However, Westbrook’s desire
to establish a program of African-American men mentoring
black male students is not ﬁnding much support. Lloyd Hill,
president of the local NAACP,
noted the Boys and Girls Club of
the Northern Neck already has
such a program in place.
Boys and Girls Club operations director Wardell Carter,
said they have trouble ﬁnding
black men available during the
late afternoon hours when the
children are available. Currently
only one black man is mentoring
a child. All the other mentors are
women or caucasian men.

Mentoring
and tutoring

Westbrook believes a critical ingredient to academic success is community involvement
by individuals, businesses and
organizations. Church leaders from Campbell Memorial
Presbyterian, Kilmarnock Baptist, Sharon Baptist, Calvary
Baptist, Grace Episcopal and
St. Andrews Presbyterian are
onboard.
Last month’s joint meeting with school principals and

Unless someone like you cares a whole, awful lot, Things aren’t going
to get better, they’re NOT!
—Dr. Seuss, The Lorax
administrators and Lancaster
County Virginia Education
Foundation (LCVEF) kicked
off an effort for a mentoring and
tutoring program.
According to committee
leader, the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Coye of St. Andrews Church,
LCVEF is raising the funding
to hire a part-time coordinator
whose job will be to match volunteers to needs speciﬁc to each
student.
While the plan is not ﬁnalized, tutoring could be divided
between short-term and longterm needs during school hours.
Mentoring might involve running an activity outside class
that helps to socialize students.
By law, volunteers will be
subject to a background check
and screening for TB.
“We’d like to get started this
spring as school is coming to
a close...to get oriented,” said
Rev. Coye. “Volunteers could
network over the summer and
work with the schools to hit
the ground running in August”
when the summer session is
held for struggling students.
The committee is hopeful
that retired educators will volunteer at the schools. Spears
noted that in a school program
they offered some years ago, a
banker tutored a student all the
way through high school and
even attended his graduation.

“They built a very special relationship,” she added.
“Some Lancaster students
have a difﬁcult life,” said
Spears. “Anything anyone can
come in and do extra for students has a tremendous impact.
You might be the only positive
thing that happens to that child.”

Superintendent
selection

Bill Chapman enjoys being
involved in school improvement—even though his son
graduated from LHS in 2012.
Westbrook tapped him to head
up a committee researching the
best way the public could be
involved in the selection of a
new superintendent.
“I’m encouraged to see the
school board is interested in
having this level of communication and public involvement
in the process...rather than just
introducing (their choice) later,”
said Chapman.
As director and producer of
the Richmond Forum, Chapman is well suited to the job. He
modeled a process based on a
similar plan for public input by
Richmond City School District.
Chapman proposed two sessions for public questioning of
ﬁnal candidates—an afternoon
session for school employees
and an evening session for the
public. Each attendee will be
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asked to rate the candidates.
A number of people have
volunteered to help tabulate the
results for a quick turnaround to
assist the board when they make
the ﬁnal decision.

Making a difference

Bill Warren is a retiree who
was not content to bask in the
memories of his career. Instead,
the physicist got involved in
his new community and soon
discovered a real need—affordable housing that would attract
teachers to Lancaster.
Warren’s efforts show how
one person can make a difference. But to hear it from him—
it took a village.
“It was total community
involvement,” he insists.
It took individuals, businesses, churches and civic
groups coming together to build
Mercer Place, a $2.1 million
apartment complex in Kilmarnock for teachers and other
service providers. The idea was
based on a model in a community in North Carolina.
Warren credited early commitments by the Nettie Lokey Wiley
and Charles I. Wiley Foundation
and the Jesse Ball duPont Fund
for getting the ball rolling.
“Their names made it easier
to sell the idea” that by improving the lives of teachers, Lancaster children would beneﬁt,
Warren explained.

But rather than building and
then setting rental fees to cover
costs, Warren backed into the
ﬁnances in order to keep it
affordable.
“I set the rent based on 25%
of a starting teacher’s after-tax
salary,” said Warren. Using rental
income from 16 apartments—
less operating expenses—he
calculated he could ﬁnance $1.3
million, leaving him the task of
raising the remaining $800,000
from the community.
The Kilmarnock Board of
Zoning Appeals recently authorized an exception for a third
eight-unit building on the nearly
six-acre parcel, putting Warren
back on the job raising another
$400,000.

Opportunities

New volunteers join others
who have been helping Lancaster schools for some time.
Whether reading a book to a
class of kindergarten children,
tutoring a student in math,
chaperoning a ﬁeld trip or mentoring and advising a student
in life, volunteers are welcome
and encouraged to help turn the
schools around.
“We want people to come up
with ideas, to form groups, to
help in any way they can and
resolve to inspire and make a
difference in a child’s life and
in our schools,” said Westbrook.
By removing boundaries
separating schools and the community, he and Spears hope to
build community ownership
and pride in student achievements.

Filing deadline is March 4 for May 6 town council elections
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—March 4 is
the ﬁling deadline for candidates to add their names to the
May 6 town election ballots
for Irvington, Kilmarnock or
White Stone.
Prospective candidates also

may ﬁle at the state board of
election website, said Lancaster voter registrar Susan
Jett. As of February 18, no one
had declared their candidacy.
In Irvington, three council
seats are up for election to
four-year terms, said Jett. The
seats are currently held by
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Wayne Nunnally, Jerry Latell
and Robert Westbrook.
A special election will be
held to complete the two years
remaining on another fouryear term. Mike Merrill was
appointed by council to ﬁll that
seat until the May election.
In Kilmarnock, the position
of mayor and three council
seats are up for election for
four-year terms, said Jett.
The seats are currently held
by Mayor Raymond Booth and
councilmen Emerson Gravatt,

Shawn Donahue and William
Smith.
In White Stone, the position of mayor and four council seats are up for election for
four-year terms, said Jett.
The seats are currently
held by Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard and councilmen Randy
Reeves, Joe Salikis and Irving
Brittingham.
Prospective candidates are
required to submit a certiﬁcate of candidate qualiﬁcation
and declaration of candidacy

to the Lancaster County voter
registrar’s ofﬁce. Candidates
must have lived in Virginia for
a year immediately preceding
the election and also must be
residents of the town where
the ofﬁce is sought by the time
they ﬁle for candidacy.
To obtain candidacy forms,
contact the voter registrar’s
ofﬁce at 462-5277.

NEWS BREAK
■ Property rights

The Concerned Citizens of the Middle Peninsula, along with
numerous other organizations, will present “Is Environmental
Extremism Destroying Individual Property Rights?” at 2 p.m.
March 8 at Lighthouse Worship Center, 4299 George Washington Memorial Highway, Hayes. Donations welcome.
Property rights expert Tom DeWeese, president of The American Policy Center and publisher of The DeWeese Report; Marc
Morano, executive editor and chief correspondent for ClimateDepot.com; Dr. Ileana Johnson Paugh, an economist, author
and senior columnist for Canada Free Press; and Bishop E.W.
Jackson, founder of Stay True to America’s National Destiny, are
among the speakers and special guests.
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Between the Folds
Forum Monday, February 24, 1pm

This fascinating, Peabody Award-winning, documentary is about the science and art of origami. It proﬁles 10
brilliant artists, mathematicians and scientists who are
reinventing the ancient Japanese tradition of paper folding. With just one piece of paper, and without the use
of glue, tape or staples, these offbeat and provocative
minds are creating unimaginably beautiful works of art
and thought-provoking mathematical models.
Video Presentation: 60 min

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309
Organized by the VMFA Ofﬁce of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund
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New security cameras coming to Northumberland
by Renss Greene

From left are supervisors Richard Haynie and Jim Long,
introducing a motion not to change zoning ordinances
requiring a conditional use permit to open a tourist
home.

Supervisors keep existing
tourist home zoning as is
by Renss Greene
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of supervisors
on February 13 voted not to change zoning ordinances pertaining
to tourist homes.
After continuing the issue at its meeting in November 2013,
the board arrived at its decision unanimously. Tourist homes will
continue to require a conditional use permit to open, a process
which requires a public hearing before the board of supervisors.
The board had also considered allowing tourist homes by-right or
closing tourist homes completely.
“I’m not sure whether we’re properly deﬁning it, and I just
wasn’t comfortable with doing either one,” board chairman
Ronnie Jett said after the meeting. “I think the board needs some
input on it, but I’m not sure exactly how much. We want to protect people’s property rights.”
“I think we should base each case individually, and maybe
some other conditions that maybe they want to add, but I’m sure
the board will make sure that we treat everybody fairly,” said
board member Jim Long, who made the motion to leave the
zoning ordinances unchanged.
The board also voted not to add a deﬁnition for what constitutes a transient in zoning law. The change would have speciﬁed
that a transient is someone who occupies a home for less than 30
days, which would have limited tourist home leases to less than
30 days, since the word transient is used in the deﬁnition of a
tourist home in zoning law.
“I would personally just rather us wait until we do further work
on this stuff,” said board member Joe Self.
“Lancaster’s ordinance is almost word-for-word what ours is,
other jurisdictions have not deﬁned a speciﬁc time period, so
right now, without knowing a whole lot more, I would rather keep
it as is,” added board member Tommy Tomlin.
“I don’t think this is the end of the so called ‘tourist-home
story.’ I don’t want to see a timeframe put on it, to just get some
further additions or situations. Just investigate it and come up
with some better wording for the future,” Jett said.

Student, parents seek $16.5
million in case involving
former school resource officer
by Audrey Thomasson
WARSAW—Three lawsuits
totaling $16.5 million were
ﬁled February 14 in Richmond County Circuit Court
against eight defendants in the
2012 sexual misconduct case
involving a Northumberland
school resource ofﬁcer and a
15-year-old student.
Attorney J. Michael Sharman of Culpeper ﬁled a lawsuit
for $13.5 million in compensatory and punitive damages on
behalf of his client, referred to
in the ﬁling as “a minor.”
Additionally, local attorneys
Wayne Nunnally and Paul
Christian Stamm ﬁled two $1.5
million lawsuits on behalf of
the student’s unnamed mother
and father.
Named as defendants are
former school resource ofﬁcer
Derek Jones, the Northumberland County School Board,
former principal David Dixon,
former dean of students Darrell J. Long, former teacher
John Poindexter Jr., former
school superintendent David
Clinton “Clint” Stables III,
former teacher and coach Ryan
Stevens and sheriff Charles A.
“Chuck” Wilkins.

The lawsuits were ﬁled
eight days before the two-year
statute of limitations runs out
on February 22. The ﬁlings,
which totaled 314 pages, were
ﬁled in Richmond County
where the 46-year-old Jones
is serving a four-year sentence
in the Northern Neck Regional
Jail.
In 2012, Jones pled guilty
in Northumberland County
Circuit Court to eight charges
of sexual misconduct with
a minor and was sentenced
to 36 years with all but four
years suspended. Seven other
indictments were not prosecuted.
The defendants named in
these three lawsuits have 21
days from the time of service
to ﬁle a response.
The Rappahannock Record
was unable to reach ﬁve of the
defendants for comment by
deadline. Current superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates was
unaware of the ﬁling and had
no comment. Dixon said he
was served but would not comment. Sheriff Wilkins said he
met with the state agency handling risk management over
the lawsuit on Tuesday, but had
no further comment.

NEWS BREAK
■ 4 p.m. Burning Law now in effect

The Commonwealth’s 4 p.m. Burning Law is in effect until
April 30.
The law prohibits burning before 4 p.m. each day if the ﬁre is
in, or within, 300 feet of woodland, brushland or ﬁelds containing dry grass or other ﬂammable materials.
A violation of this law is a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by
up to a $500 ﬁne. In addition to the criminal violation, those who
allow a ﬁre to escape are liable for the cost of suppressing the ﬁre
as well as any damage caused to others’ property.

great story? local news?
letter to the editor?
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LOTTSBURG—The
school board on February
10 learned Northumberland
schools will get new security
cameras over spring break.
The cameras will be installed
between April 14 and 21.
"The equipment has been
ordered and will be done over
spring break," said superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates.
"So we're ﬁnally getting that
taken care of."
The new cameras will be
paid for with money from
the school safety grant Northumberland was awarded
last year. New cameras will
be installed in the middle and
high schools, and the existing
camera system in the middle
school will be updated. Grant
money also will pay for new
electronic door locks, and the
school has already reinforced
glass by school entrances to
harden them against explosions or bullets.
The school board also is
preparing for a new budget
season with a preliminary
budget presentation. The
presentation will be given
at 6 p.m. February 24 at the
school administration building, 2172 Northumberland
Highway, Lottsburg, according to Gates.
The
Northumberland
school board also learned the
Northern Neck Vocational

Northumberland
schools remain
on schedule, so far
Northumberland schools
do not yet need to add extra
days to the school year
to make up for lost days
due to snow, according to
superintendent Dr. Rebecca
Gates.
“I’ve been asked quite a
bit, do we have make-up
time yet?” she told county
supervisors on February
13. “Here’s the numbers for
you: Our calendar had built
into it 1,120 instructional
hours. The state requires
990 hours. So far we’ve
missed 62 hours and 40
minutes, so we still have
hours left in the calendar
before we have to make up
time.”
These numbers were
accurate as of February 12.
A full day of school counts
for 6 hours and 40 minutes
of instructional time.
School Career Fair will be
held March 18, and Northumberland and the Northern
Neck Technical Center will
be there recruiting teachers.
Gates said this type of recruiting may help reduce turnover
rates from teachers moving

away from the area once they
have some experience.
"Anyone who goes to one
of these probably wants to
live in the area," Gates said.
Northumberland Association for Progressive Stewardship (NAPS) vice president
Lee Allain told the school
board about a $200 NAPS
grant to learn how to build
solar panels. According to
Allain's presentation, 13 students in Javornda Ashton's
math class have designed a
solar panel for a cell phone
charging station.
Allain also reported to the
school board that Dominion
Virginia Power has targeted
a circuit in Northumberland
for a solar array. Dominion is
seeking to build an array of 3
to 5 acres, generating enough
power for 100 to 200 homes.
Dominion will consider
school properties and roofs
for the solar array.
The school board passed

a resolution critical of standardized testing in Virginia.
The resolution states that
over reliance on standardized testing is "strangling our
public schools and undermining any chance that educators
have to transform a traditional system of schooling
into a broad range of learning
experiences,” Gates said.
Schools want a reduction
in the number of SOLs and
expedited retakes, she said.
Many other school systems
have passed the same resolution, intended to give the
Virginia School Board Association leverage for its lobbying efforts in the General
Assembly.
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River Market
Wine Tasting
Friday Night
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Police presence
The

continued from page A1

Currently,
Kilmarnock
police work two 10-hour shifts
covering 20 hours a day. Covering the 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. block
could require hiring two additional policemen, said Bedell.
“In all practicality, it would
take at least two, and if we
went to eight hour shifts, possibly three,” Bedell said.
Saunders estimated this
would cost the town “somewhere between $50,000 and
$100,000.”
Thompson criticized what
he sees as the town council’s
inaction.
“My point is, we’ve got
vandalism going on in town,
we have a break-in at a pharmacy in town, and this has
been going on for a couple of
months, and there’s been no
response from city council to
increase the police presence,”
Thompson said. He has spoken
to council member Rebecca
Nunn and said that although
he will not be able to attend
the next council meeting, he
plans to ask council member
William Smith to read a letter.
“One of the problems, of
course, is budgetary,” Nunn
acknowledged.
“I think it’s deﬁnitely something council needs to look
into, and I’m very concerned
about it, and we need to
respond to our citizens,” she
added. “I mean, they pay taxes,
they need to be protected.”
“My point is, maybe $4
million means they have no
money,” Thompson said, referencing the town’s savings.
“But to me, just an every-kindof-guy joe here, you know,
$4 million seems like a lot of
money.”
Thompson, Saunders, and
Bedell have all suggested
installing cameras on Main
Street as a possible alternative
to hiring more police.
“Personally, I am more in
favor of installing some cameras than hiring a few more
policemen,” Bedell said. “I
think the money would be
better spent in that aspect, but
that’s only of course my opinion. I don’t know that actual
cost.”
“Of course, if money is endless, we’ll certainly take more
cops,” he added.
Both Saunders and Bedell
spoke of the difﬁculty of hiring
police ofﬁcers.
“I can tell you now that
stafﬁng police is not easy in
the current situation,” Saunders said. “This would make it
harder.” He cited the difﬁculty
of ﬁnding people “willing to
strap on a bulletproof vest and
a gun.”
“In law enforcement, obviously, nothing is like most
jobs, other than in the healthcare industry,” Bedell said.
“If something is going on, or

there’s activity, they don’t just
say ‘well, my shift’s over, I’m
going home.’ They stay out as
long as they need to.”
“Some days you have more
cops than you need, and they’re
running over each other. Then
other days, 15 wouldn’t be
enough,” Bedell added. “You
just never know.”
At one time, Bedell recalled,
police in Kilmarnock were on
duty 24 hours a day.
“We’ve been doing this now
for, I don’t know, 10 years at
least,” Bedell said. “At one
time we were 24 hours a day.
Years ago we had three eighthour shifts. Then, just due to
a large amount of retirements
all at one time, and the department was depleted as far as
personnel, during the time
of rebuilding we scaled back
to two ten-hour shifts. That
worked out well for scheduling purposes.”
Thompson has suggested
that if police presence is not
increased, a new Neighborhood Watch program should
begin.
“If they [council] don’t want
to work with us, well, we can
always ﬁgure out a neighborhood watch,” Thompson said.
Saunders pointed out that a
neighborhood watch on Main
Street, which has few nighttime residents, would be difﬁcult to organize.
“I don’t know how that
would work, but I’m certainly
not opposed to it,” Saunders
said. “We will work with whatever council eventually determines we need to do.”
“I think if you take the
big view, stand back a little
bit, you’ll see that crime in
Kilmarnock is very low. To
some extent, it’s a luxury to be
able to get upset about grafﬁti,” Saunders said, referencing a recent spate of vandalism
in Steptoes District. “A lot of
towns would love to have that
as their number one problem.”
As for the pharmacy breakin, Bedell said the case is still
under active investigation.
“No case is ever closed by
any means until an arrest is
made, but this one is not even
cold,” Bedell said. “We still
have quite a few things to run
down.”
Any change to police staffing will have to go before the
town council.
“This is the kind of thing that
really falls on the shoulders of
council,” Saunders said.
“I’ve been here for 20-some
years,” said Thompson. “I
don’t get involved in their
politics, I don’t care who shot
who, I don’t care about their
little petty disturbances down
there, I want to be left alone, I
want them to leave me alone,
and I just want them to do
their job.”

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

ADVENTURES
JUNE 26 - JULY 5 MEMORIALS OF WAR - NORMANDY & PARIS - Visit
Omaha Beach, this hallowed ground is a site for rest,
relaxation and remembrance. An insightful trip you will
forever remember.
SEPT. 16 - 24 RHINE RIVER - Historically important and visually stunning, the Rhine provides the perfect way to explore the
Old World. Travel from Amsterdam to Stasbourg in style.

CALL FOR DETAILS

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us - we’re going places”

Bentley’s Bar & Grille

is now OPEN
Reservations Accepted.
Call 804-435-2000
Closed Wednesdays

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
^^^ILU[SL`ZNYPSSLJVT

with

Maestro Guy Hay
Hayden
ayden
presents

Showcasing Young Talent
D
DE
DEBUSSY
BUSSY
SY D
Danses
anses Sacré
Sacrée et Profane
Caroline Haines, harp

HANDEL Let the Bright Seraphim (Samson)
PUCCINI Si, mi chiamano Mimi (La Boheme)
MOZART Alleluia (Exultate, Jubilate)
Rachel Bradley, soprano

TELEMANN Concerto for Viola in G Major
Bryan Williams, viola

BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Op. 36
Sunday, February 23rd at 3PM
Sun
Northumberland
High School in Claraville
h b
le
Adults $20, Students always FREE
Tickets available at the door.
For information call Floyd Hollister at: 804-435-8729
729
or visit www.NorthernNeckOrchestra.org
The Northern Neck Orchestra is funded in part by grants from
the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts,
the Virginia Commission for the Arts, the National Endowment for the
he Arts,
Lula and Mason Cole Charitable Trust, Dominion Resources, Inc., River Counties Community Foundation
and The Tidewater Foundation and its annual fund raising event the Holly Ball.
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SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett for the past two
weeks reported charges against 11 individuals.

Felonies

Bernard T. Smoot, 47, of Newport
News was charged February 3 with
felony domestic assault.
Jordan A. Segar, 22, of Roseneath
Avenue was charged February 3 on
a Northumberland County charge of
felony probation.
James M. Carter Jr., 49, of Lumberlost Road was charged February 6 with
felony unauthorized use of a vehicle; and
February 10 with credit card theft, credit
card fraud and fraudulently receiving
goods/services valued at $200 or more,
all felonies.
Andrea M. Cox, 22, of Chesapeake
Trail was charged February 9 with felonious obtaining utility services having a
value greater than $200, tampering with
a metering device, and tampering with
metering service, in a Richmond County
case.
Chellse S. Palmer, 22, of Harris Road
was charged February 10 with two counts
of grand larceny (felonies), in a Middlesex County case.
Corey D. Smith, 45, of James Wharf
Road was charged February 12 with
felony probation violation.

Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock area woman, 29, was
charged February 3 with giving a false
report to law enforcement of a domestic
assault.
A Lancaster area man, 52, was charged
February 7 with misdemeanor probation
violation.
A Hayes man, 33, was charged February 14 with contempt of court.
A Taylors Creek Road man, 22, was
charged February 14 with failure to
appear in Essex County court.
A Lively area man, 52, was charged
February 15 with domestic assault and
battery.

Activity Report

February 4: Staff responded to a
suspicious vehicle/stalking complaint
on Lumberlost Trail, with Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) and Virginia
State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle
trafﬁc crash on Goodluck Road, and to a
domestic disturbance on Slabtown Road;
received a citizen’s report of a black bear
sighting in the area of Clover Lane, a
walk-in complaint of assault by threats,
and a walk-in complaint of attempted
fraud; and checked on the well-being of
a Litwalton area resident at the request of
a concerned citizen (no emergency services needed).
February 5: Staff responded with
VSP to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash on
Devils Bottom Road, to an E911 disconnect call on Twin Branch Road (no
emergency services needed), and to an
unknown problem call in the 1000 block
of Beanes Road (incident involved the
theft/loss of a cellphone); checked on
the well-being of a Mohans Run resident
who reported suspicious activity in the
area; notiﬁed the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) of a downed tree
interfering with trafﬁc on Beach Road
(VDOT standing by on scene pending
power company’s removal of the tree
from the power line); notiﬁed VDOT
of heavy debris interfering with trafﬁc
at Beanes Corner, and a related walkin complaint of illegal dumping at that
location; removed a large animal carcass
from the roadway in the 8700 block of
River Road; and notiﬁed VDOT of a
downed tree blocking Lara Road.
The Lancaster Middle School Resource
Ofﬁcer (LMS SRO) ﬁled a report of
curse and abusive language/assault by
threat from a student on a teacher.
February 6: Staff responded to a
distress call from a Mohans Run resident (no emergency services needed),
to an unauthorized use and larceny
report from a Merry Point Road resident
(related arrests reported above and on
February 10; the vehicle was recovered),
to a domestic disturbance in the 3000
block of Regina Road, with Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) to a medical
emergency on Hale Drive, to a domestic
disturbance on Wilson Lane (adult siblings), to a White Stone area resident’s
complaint of threats being made on
behalf of an ex-spouse, and to a prowler
complaint on Mohans Run; received an
E911 call of a trailer ﬁre on Mason Cove
Lane, Middlesex County, and transferred
that call to the Middlesex dispatcher.
February 7: Staff checked on the
well-being of a Keep Safe program participant when prearranged telephone
contact could not be made (no emergency services needed), and on the wellbeing of a juvenile who walked out of
teacher conference at LMS (juvenile was
located with an adult family member);
received a walk-in report of a larceny
(Eagle Industries level 3 ballistic vest;
$500 loss); responded to a complaint of
a dirt bike chained to a VDOT sign on
Middle Gate that created a trafﬁc hazard
(owner was advised to remove the dirt
bike or VDOT would seize it), with KPD
to a two-vehicle trafﬁc crash on North
Main Street, to an unattended ﬁre com-

plaint on Regina Road (ﬁre department
was dispatched), to a suspicious person
complaint in the 5000 block of Mary Ball
Road, to a building alarm call on Galley
Hook Drive and found a major water
leak (caretaker was contacted to shut
off the water), to a possible prowler call
on Chesapeake Drive (wild animal disturbing bird feeder); investigated a suspicious person complaint in the Lively
area (subject was identiﬁed by deputies);
intercepted a vehicle and identiﬁed the
occupants involved in following a person
who ordered them to leave a business in
Topping and who assaulted that person
who observed drug use (all information
provided to Middlesex authorities).
The Lancaster High School SRO ﬁled
a report of student’s cellphone being
stolen (Verizon I-phone; $200 loss).
February 8: Staff responded to
Eagles Trace as part of the attempt to
locate an overdue motorist (overdue subject arrived safely prior to deputies), to
a suspicious vehicle and persons complaint on Windmill Point Road, and with
VSP to a ﬁght call on West Point Road.
February 9: Staff responded to a
suspicious vehicle complaint on Lumberlost Trail, and to an E911 disconnect call
on McClanahan; and intercepted near the
Lancaster Post Ofﬁce a reported reckless
driver (domestic related incident involving the driver of another vehicle), and
notiﬁed Northumberland authorities of
a reported trafﬁc crash on Fleeton Road.
February 10: Staff received a larceny report from a White Stone area
business (credit card fraud; $200 loss);
notiﬁed VDOT of a large animal carcass interfering with trafﬁc on Waverly
Avenue; and responded to a burglary call
on Beechwood Drive (incident previously reported; foreclosed home).
The LMS SRO received a report of
a larceny from a student’s locker (Beat
headphones; $200 loss).
February 11: Staff responded with
EMS to a medical emergency on Chiltons Point Road, and with KPD to a ﬁght
call with a riﬂe displayed near Coxs
Farm Road and James B. Jones Highway;
notiﬁed VDOT of a large animal carcass
interfering with trafﬁc near Irvington
and Harris roads; and received a larceny
report from a Gaskins Road resident (10
pounds of ﬁsh; $10 loss).
The LMS SRO discovered a student with an electronic smoking device
(school board policy violation).
February 12: Staff responded to a
prowler complaint on Mohans Run, to a
domestic disturbance on Oyster Creek
Drive, with VSP to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash in the 1400 block of Weems
Road; to a prowler complaint on Shore
Drive; received a complaint of a trafﬁc crash on private property at a White
Stone area convenience store (drivers
exchanged information); notiﬁed Fairfax
County authorities of a medical emergency (the patient called her daughter,
a Kilmarnock area resident, who in turn
contacted this ofﬁce; Fairfax EMS was
provided the patient’s name, address
and medical complaint), the power company at the request of Emergency Medical Services to Cralle Court to shut off
power to an abandoned building with
burst water pipes; and at the request of
VDOT, initiated contact with the owner
of a logging trailer that was parked at the
old toll plaza at the Norris Bridge (trailer
interfering with VDOT plow trucks;
trailer placed out of service by DOT
safety inspection).
February 13: Staff and VSP
responded to a larceny complaint on
Meadowview Lane, with VSP to a twovehicle trafﬁc crash near Merry Point
and Richtown roads, to a single-vehicle
trafﬁc crash near Mary Ball and Regina
roads, with VSP to a single-vehicle
trafﬁc crash on Courthouse Road, with
VSP and Northumberland authorities
to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash with an
entrapment in the area of Regina and
Crawfords Corner roads, to a suspicious
person complaint in the area of the Carters Creek Bridge, to a suspicious person
complaint in the area of Irvington Road
and Wilson Lane; and received a complaint of an unoccupied vehicle involved
in a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash on Lara
Road.
The LMS SRO received a larceny
report of a student taking a teacher’s
cellphone and putting it in a toilet ($195
loss; parent made restitution; incident
being handled by school administration).
February 14: Staff responded to
the area of Flats Lane on a complaint of
juveniles driving ATVs on the highway,
to a domestic assault call in the 2800
block of Mary Ball Road; and intercepted a reported reckless driver near
Mary Ball Road and Avis Trail (medical
review notice issued).
February 15: Staff responded to a
noise violation complaint in the area of
Wildﬂower Lane, to an E911 disconnect
call reportedly originating in the 5500
block of Mary Ball Road (E911 address
does not exist), to a curse and abusive
language complaint at a White Stone
area convenience store, to the area of the
Norris Bridge on a motorist’s report of
a disturbed person threatening suicide,
and to a noise violation and under-aged

drinking complaint on Wildﬂower Lane;
checked on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be
made (telephone line problem); and notiﬁed the power company of a transformer
arcing in the Quarters Cove subdivision.
February 16: Staff responded with
KPD to a disorderly conduct complaint
on North Main Street, to a suspicious
person complaint on Mohans Run (EMS
dispatched for a citizen with a leg injury;
no criminal incident), to an assault by
threat complaint on Wildﬂower Lane,
with VSP to the area of Pinckardsville
and Crawfords Corner roads on a report
of a downed power pole (power company
was notiﬁed; single-vehicle trafﬁc crash
involved; vehicle and driver located at
a residence), and to a possible prowler
complaint in the 6800 block of River
Road; received a complaint of the theft
of fuel oil from a church on Merry Point
Road (complaintant will ﬁle a formal
report on Feb. 17); and checked on the
well-being of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no emergency
services needed).
February 17: Staff responded with
EMS to a medical emergency in the
13000 block of Mary Ball Road (assault
incident occurred in Wicomico Church;
Northumberland authorities notiﬁed),
and to a runaway juvenile incident on
Carlee Road (juvenile returned home
approximately ﬁve hours later).
Also during the past two weeks,
staff conducted 30 trafﬁc stops, issued
nine summonses, assisted nine motorists, handled four calls for trafﬁc control, seven building alarms, logged four
inmate transports and ﬁelded four calls
for animal control service.

Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire
Department responded to a chimney ﬁre
on Lara Road; trafﬁc crashes on Devils
Bottom, Merry Point at Richtown, Courthouse, and Regina at Crawfords Corner
roads; an unattended ﬁre on Regina Road
and requested to establish med-evac
landing zones near Belmont Creek and
River roads, and at the ULVFD ﬁre house
in Lively.
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department responded to trafﬁc crashes on
Good Luck Road and North Main Street;
and ﬁre alarms on South Main Street,
Technology Park Drive and Abby Lane.
White Stone Volunteer Fire Department responded to a ﬁre alarm on Johns
Neck Road, a smoke report on Chesapeake Drive, a trafﬁc crash on Weems
Road and a brush ﬁre on Ocran Road.

CRIME SOLVERS

L

ancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information
regarding the whereabouts of
Keaton Deon Sutton, 28, also
known as Dexter Oneil Sutton,
Kiki Sutton and Keaton Dean
Sutton.
He is 5 feet 11 inches tall,
weighs 190 pounds, and has
brown eyes and black hair.
Sutton is wanted in Lancaster County for failure to
appear in court on February 7
on numerous charges, including eluding police, the sale
and/or distribution of mariKeaton Deon Sutton
juana, possessing a gun with
scheduled II drugs, and manufacturing a controlled substance.
Sutton is wanted in Richmond County for attempted homicide with a vehicle.
Sutton is wanted in Northumberland County for assault.
He is known to possess a weapon, to have violent tendencies,
and to be an escape risk.
His last known address was 1201 Beans Road, Heathsville.
Report related information on Sutton to Lancaster County
Crime Solvers at 462-7463, or Richmond County Crime Solvers at 333-8477.
You do not have to give your name or appear in court. Your
call will be kept conﬁdential.
You could receive a reward up to $1,000 for information that
is useful to law enforcement.

ADVERTISE
435-1701
rrecord.com
WATERFRONT HOME
FOR RENT
Waterfront brick rancher, located on Mill
Creek. Just minutes from the Bay and some
of the best ﬁshing and cruising spots. Pier
with 5’ water depth, large boathouse also
available. 4 bedrooms, bath and one half,
Florida room with ﬁreplace. Available
March 1st, 2014. Rent is $900 month.
Call Roger 804-436-6484

Northumberland
County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins this week
reported charges against 10 individuals.

Felonies

Gary Levern Conaway, 46, of Wicomico Church was charged with writing a
bad check to a Gloucester business. This
was a Gloucester County warrant.
Marquentin C. Holmes, 30, of Red
Oak was charged February 14 with four
direct indictments from Mecklenburg
Circuit Court for distribution of a controlled substance and selling for proﬁt
a controlled substance, a capias/attachment of the body for failing to appear in
Mecklenburg Circuit Court, and a capias/
attachment of the body from Brunswick
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court
for failing to appear in their Brunswick
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.

Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg man, 48, was charged
February 10 with being drunk in public.
A man, 29, was charged on a Fauquier
County warrant for possession of marijuana.
A Newport News man, 28, was charged
February 13 with a capias/attachment
of the body for failing to appear in the
Northumberland County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court. This capias
was served by Newport News sheriff ’s
ofﬁce.
A Heathsville man, 31, was charged
February 13 with a capias/attachment
of the body for failing to appear in the
Northumberland County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court.
A Callao woman, 65, was charged February 14 with having a threatening dog.
A Montross man, 40, was charged
February 15 with a capias/attachment of
the body for failing to pay child support.
The warrant was issued by the Northumberland County Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court and served by Spotsylvania County sheriff ’s ofﬁce.
A Tangier man, 43, was charged February 14 with violating a protective order
and damaging property.
A Lottsburg man, 20, was charged
February 15 with shoplifting.

Reward offered

On July 21, the Northumberland
County Sheriff ’s Ofﬁce responded to an
armed robbery in the Wicomico Church
area. An assault and a larceny of several
ﬁrearms occurred.
There is a $5,000 reward offered for
the arrest(s) of the person(s) involved in
this incident. Call the Crime-Tips line at
580-8477.

A SLOWING ECONOMY HAS RESULTED IN THE DISUNION OF PARTNERS OF
ONE OF THE LARGEST ORIENTAL RUG CORPORATIONS IN THE DC
METROPOLITAN AREA. A MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION OF PERSIAN AND
ORIENTAL RUGS HAS BEEN CONSIGNED TO OUR COMPANY FOR
LIQUIDATION PRECEDING.

65% TO 75% OFF
ENTIRE INVENTORY

PERSIAN AND
ORIENTAL RUGS
s 0!#+%$ ). "!,%3 4/ "% /0%.%$ 
s 3%0!2!4%$ 5.)4!2),9 &/2 05",)# 3!,% 
s %!#( #!20%4 4/ "% 3/,$
 "!,%3 #/.3)34 /&  0)%#%3 &2/-  8  50 40  8  
"%47%%. 25..%23 &2/-  v 8  50 4/  8  v $)&&%2%.4
#/,/23 4/ #(//3% &2/- +!3(!. 4!"2): )3&!(!. "/+!2!
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%3&!(!.  15-  -!.9 -/2% 4/ #(//3% !.9 3):% !.9 #/,/23
FOR PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO:

SATURDAY FEB. 22ND, 10 AM - 5 PM
AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK
WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLIMENTED WITH OUR GOODS OF
%15!, 6!,5% #/.42!#4%$ ). !&'(!.)34!. 0!+)34!. )2!.
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ALL IRANIAN RUGS WERE IMPORTED BEFORE EMBARGO.
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Northumberland board okays physical The Agenda
therapy facility, appoints new planner
by Renss Greene
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of supervisors on February 13 approved
a request by Merthia Haynie
for a conditional use permit
to operate a physical therapy
facility in Callao.
The physical therapy center
will be at 765 Northumberland
Highway.
The board also appointed
recently-retired zoning administrator W.H. Shirley to serve
on the planning commission.
Members of the commission
decried the lack of appointments to ﬁll vacancies at their
last meeting. With Shirley’s
appointment only the District 5 seat on the commission
remains vacant.
Assistant county administrator Luttrell Tadlock presented
the planning commission’s
end-of-year report for 2013.
“One of the major planning accomplishments of this
last year was the adoption of
the revisions to the zoning
ordinances,” Tadlock told the
board. He said the commission now plans to continue its
review of the county’s comprehensive plan.
“We’re a little behind sched-

Merthia Haynie addresses the board concerning her
application for a conditional use permit to open a
physical therapy facility in Callao.

ule on the comp plan because
of the revisions to the zoning
ordinance, but we’re going to
try to get back on track,” Tadlock said.
According to his report,
the total estimated cost of
construction in 2013 was
$26,897,085, up 28% from
$20,992,555 in 2012. Construction of new single-family
dwellings fell by 13%, from 38
in 2012 to 33 in 2013, while

modular construction surged
by 85%. Mobile home construction fell by 40%. Average
costs rose in every category
except mobile homes.
Single-family
dwelling
construction has continued
a downward slope since the
2004 post-Bay Act high. The
heaviest single-family home
construction last year was in
the Fairﬁeld and Wicomico
districts.

Free health clinic receives $235,000
duPont Fund grant to expand services
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—In the Northern
Neck, access to quality health care remains a
challenge for low-income individuals, according
to representatives of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund.
As many as 5,200 non-elderly adults in Lancaster, Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond
and Westmoreland counties have incomes below
200% of the Federal Poverty Level and are uninsured.
To date, the Commonwealth of Virginia has
opted not to expand Medicaid eligibility, leaving thousands of low-income individuals in the
coverage “gap”—earning too much to qualify
for Medicaid but too little to get the tax credits
to help pay for coverage through the marketplace.
For two decades, the Northern Neck Free
Health Clinic has provided medical, dental,
pharmacy and counseling services to the lowincome uninsured in this region. A new grant
awarded by the trustees of the Jessie Ball duPont
Fund will help the clinic improve services across
the ﬁve counties.

The grant of $235,000 was made to St. Mary’s
White Chapel Episcopal Church in Lancaster, in
partnership with the Northern Neck Free Health
clinic, to help the clinic hire staff to expand service in Middlesex County and improve the integration of care to clients, reported Mary Kress
Littlepage.
By increasing staff providing direct patient
care in key locales and focusing more on providing coordinated care across clinic sites, the
Northern Neck Free Health Clinic hopes to
increase its ability to see new patients and to
accommodate increased volume of patient visits,
as well as enhance staff efﬁciencies, said Littlepage.
During their February meeting, the Jessie
Ball duPont Fund trustees approved a total of 17
grants valued at $1.8 million.
The Jessie Ball duPont Fund makes grants to
more than 330 eligible organizations identiﬁed
by Mrs. duPont in her will. The fund has assets
of more than $290 million and has awarded $340
million in grants since 1977.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster planning commission will meet Thursday, February 20, to consider a rezoning
application and review capital
improvement requests for ﬁscal
years 2015-19. The meeting will
begin at 7 p.m. in the County
Administration Building, 8311
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.
G. C. Dawson Estate, owner,
and Eileen H. Lawson, contract
purchaser, have applied to rezone
a 0.405-acre parcel from general
residential to commercial for use
as a seasonal garden center and
rental ofﬁce space. The property is at 20521 Mary Ball Road
near White Stone next to the old
Wilson Trucking building.

Local Government News

closure, or limits, as a means of
preserving the species.
The VMRC also will discuss
the 2014 oyster replenishment
plan and associated procurement
procedures.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board has
released a schedule for work
sessions and meetings related to
the ﬁscal year 2014-15 school
budget. Sessions will be held in
the media center at Lancaster
Middle School, 191 School
Street, Kilmarnock.
Work sessions will be held
at 6:30 p.m. February 25, and
4 p.m. March 3. A public hearing on the budget will be held at
6:30 p.m. March 17. An adoption
K I L M A R N O C K — T h e session will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Kilmarnock Town Coun- March 27.
cil will hear recommendations
COLONIAL BEACH—The
for marketing the old town hall
building at its monthly meeting Potomac River Fisheries Commission will host
Monday, February 24.
Deputy town manager Susan “A Water Quality InformaCockrell said administration and tion Exchange for the Tidal
ﬁnance committee recommenda- Potomac River” from 9 a.m. to
tions for marketing the property noon Thursday, February 27, at
at 514 North Main Street will be the PRFC Building, 222 Taylor
Street, Colonial Beach.
presented.
Scientists and staff from MaryThe council usually meets on
the third Monday of the month. land and Virginia will present the
This month’s meeting was most recent water quality inforrescheduled to avoid any conﬂict mation for the tidal portion of the
with President’s Day. The council Potomac River.
meets at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall,
1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.
NEWPORT
NEWS—The
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission will convene at
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, February 25,
at VMRC Headquarters, 2600
Washington Avenue, Newport
News.
Habit management projects
are generally addressed during
the morning session, followed
by ﬁsheries management items.
Public hearings commence at
noon.
Discussion items include a
report from the Finﬁsh Management Advisory Committee
regarding speckled trout coldstun events and ﬁsheries management considerations.
Following recent speckled
trout ﬁsh kills on local waters,
a group of recreational anglers,
marine scientists and former
VMRC ofﬁcers planned to attend
the FMAC February 19 meeting,
seeking a speckled trout harvest

COLONIAL BEACH—The
Potomac River Oyster/
Clam Advisory Committee will meet at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, February 27, at the Potomac
River Fisheries Commission
Building, 222 Taylor Avenue,
Colonial Beach.
The agenda includes an oyster
harvest report, a fall 2013 oyster
survey update and a Jones Shore
management plan.
Forthcoming recommendations will be forwarded to the
Potomac River Fisheries Commission convening March 7.
LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors will hold two public hearings on applications for special
exceptions at 7 p.m., Thursday,
February 27, at the County
Administration Building, 8311
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.
Ryan Steele Davis seeks authorization to place an individual
manufactured home on a 0.932acre parcel at 417 James Wharf
Road in White Stone. The property is zoned general residential.
Peter J. and Karen P. Shudtz
seek authorization to expand an
existing non-comforming structure on a 0.44-acre parcel at 25
Dock Road off Marina Road in
Mollusk. The property is zoned
general residential.

Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department
is accepting
donations for their

YOU’RE BUSY
MAKING A LIFE.
MAKING
MEMORIES.
OUR GOAL IS
TO ALWAYS BE
THERE FOR YOU.

BIG BELIEVERS IN YOU.
That’s why we invest in services that make it convenient for
you to bank whenever you want, wherever you might be.
It’s easy with Online and Mobile Banking. Download the
EVB app and you can deposit checks, pay bills, move money
around and even pay your family and friends with a simple
email or text. So you can get your banking done quickly and
get back to what’s really important.

bankevb.com | online banking | online bill pay | mobile banking | mobile deposit

Beneﬁt Auction
April 5, 2014
Call Johnny Smith
804-436-2002
to schedule donation drop-off
at Kilmarnock Mini Storage.
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

What if?

The International Flat Earth
Society is still alive and well.
With 97% of scientists in
concurrence with the reality
of climate change, what if—
the preponderance of the climate change scientists are right?
It isn’t prudent to ignore what
most scientists are saying. Global
temperature rise, carbon dioxide
rise, sea level rise, and increasing ocean acidity, punctuate their
conclusions. We are risking our
children, grandchildren and all
denizens of the earth.
Even if we are “ﬂat earth,” it is
time to hedge our bets.
We are bombarded with “purchase a hybrid vehicle, use ethanol, abandon incandescents, use
LEDs, plant trees, paint roofs
white, insulate homes, increase
thermostat range, buy high
SEER appliances, use “alternative” energy. But we continue
to use vast stores of fossil fuel in
Wings over Balls Creek, Wicomico Church, February 12, 2014.
automobiles and power plants.
We really don’t want pesky
Photo by Sandra Allaun
government intrusion on every
nit. A simple approach that goes
to the “root cause”—excess
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
CO2—can “make it happen.”
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
How about a presidential
decree?
“This nation must commit
itself to achieving the goal,
before decade completion, of
transitioning from fossil fuel
by Robert Mason Jr. based energy to clean energy.”
A tax on ﬁrst sale of fossil fuel
know what he had done wrong. It was just so
A Valentine’s Day calamity.
based on the tons of CO2 generout of character for him, says AC.
Christmas has its Scrooges, but what do you
ated could do the job. Start at $15
There are a lot of men who would never think per ton, but make the “tax” neucall a miserly curmudgeon when it comes to
to treat their sweet to ﬂowers, candy, wining,
Valentine’s Day.
tral by rebating 100% of the revI know the lover’s holiday has come and gone dining and romancing, if not for Valentine’s
enue back to families. Increasing
Day. They don’t question whether it’s forced
by a week, but the attitude of a friend, who
tax per ton annually until progotherwise can be thoughtful, considerate, affec- upon them. They do it because it is tradition. It
ress is achieved makes sense.
is the appropriate behavior for the day.
tionate, caring, supportive, responsive, loving,
The Energy Bill proposed by
They even look forward to it all year long.
even downright romantic when it’s appropriate,
Sen. Barbara Boxer does most
It might be the only day they can express their
disturbs me.
of this. Our federal government
His heart just ain’t in Valentine’s Day. He nei- emotions so without raising suspicion regarding is ready, aimed: it just needs to
their behavior.
ther sent, nor presented, anyone with anything
ﬁre. It’s only prudent.
The gals appreciate it, even if it is the only
expressing his love, nor seeking theirs— no
This simple program, with
day for such unleashed attention, because they
cards, no ﬂowers, no perfume, no scented bath
national support, and quarare the very ones on the receiving end.
oils, no massages, no jewelry, no chocolates,
terly checks to the public,
AC gets this. It doesn’t matter. He can be the will galvanize national action
no silk, no wine, no letters, no weekend get-aways, no hugs, no kisses, no enchanted candle- extra-loving, extra-caring sort any other time
behind planet stewardship and
he feels like it, as long as it isn’t forced on him. kick-start growth. Again, all
lit evening, nothing—on February 14.
The entire concept of a special day for loving
He took no one to dinner, dancing, sailing,
planet life is depending on us.
or to the movies—no dates on February 14. No loses its meaning if it’s by force, he says.
Lee Allain,
Lottsburg
“I really don’t like Valentine’s Day. Women
way, he says.
expect too much,” says AC.
As far as I know, after a brief early morning
Follow the money
The fact that it has become as commercialbreakfast appearance, he hibernated the rest of
ized as Christmas doesn’t help matters. Heartthe day.
When legislation before the
If someone as much as wished him a “Happy shaped boxes of chocolates begin appearing on General Assembly passes and
shelves before December 25.
Valentine’s…,” his scowl silenced them before
Sunday hunting goes off like a
Like every other “Hallmark Day,” it’s been
they could get to “Day.”
bang across the state, look to the
publicized and romanticized to the point that it’s money the Department of Game
We’ll call him The Anti-Cupid, AC for short.
His arrow isn’t just missing the mark, it stays in no longer a simple celebration of true love for
and Inland Fisheries hopes to
one another.
the quiver.
haul in by selling off the one day
It’s been so long since AC had a Valentine, he of peace, quiet, balance of use
AC claims the cost of roses goes up
doesn’t know what he’s missing. Or, maybe he’s and safety that the 97% of Virapproaching Valentine’s Day. It’s been awhile
expecting so much in return, he’s never satisﬁed. ginia’s non-hunters enjoy.
since I bought any roses, so I wouldn’t know.
Even I had a wonderful lady agree to be my
He’s not against giving a gal ﬂowers any other
An amendment allowing counValentine. When she said yes and reciprocated,
time. As an active internet Romeo, he takes a
ties to individually decide on
I got a warm, happy feeling. Even if short lived, Sunday hunting failed, leading
rose to his every would-be Juliet on their ﬁrst
that moment in time is etched in our hearts.
encounter.
19 rural counties to adopt a resoAlthough spontaneous, I was able to produce
Although he can be somewhat of a pennylution opposing any new forms
some candy. Her smile was precious.
pincher, it isn’t entirely about the money.
of Sunday hunting. Why have
I think AC’s refusal to observe “the day” is
He is reluctant to participate in the usual ValNorthumberland and Lancaster
entine’s Day traditions because he feels like they more than skin deep.
not done so when, according to
He recalls someone giving him a Valentine
are forced upon him. It is expected that he buy
Del. Ransome, more than 70%
a gift and treat a lady in his life special that day, once that said, “Roses are red, Violets are blue,
of us in the Northern Neck are
Cod ﬁsh stink, And so do You.”
he says. What is the big deal about “that day”?
opposed to Sunday hunting?
There was another time he recalls carefully
He can treat them special every day he feels
Sunday hunting will hurt area
like it, except of course the very day recognized crafting a Valentine, putting every creative skill real estate sales because our
he had into it, and presenting it to a young girl.
by the civilized world as the day to treat ‘em
buyers, who are mostly from
He had even written the words “I Love You”
that way.
out of town and mostly here on
He enjoyed surprising his wife with a special in his handmade message from the heart. She
weekends, are looking for trangift now and then from his travels while he was laughed at him. It changed nothing in their non- quility. Real estate, not hunting,
relationship, he says.
working, he says.
is our big industry and tax base.
And then they graduated to second grade.
He gave her ﬂowers once, but she wanted to
Even hunters wait until Sunday to

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

look for property because bullets,
arrows and hunting dogs don’t
respect property boundaries.
Waterfowl hunters in boats can
shoot over houses at their targets.
Accidents result from deer being
chased by hunting dogs and running into roads.
Sundays keep hunters from
being at conﬂict with the rest of
us and 34% of Virginia’s hunters
oppose Sunday hunting. We’re
losing Sundays and gaining nothing.
Virginia Farm Bureau, Virginia
Hunting Dog Alliance, and Virginia Horse Council, along with
Del. Ransome and Sen. McDougle, are among those who oppose
the Sunday hunting bills.
To keep the “Safety on Sunday,”
please contact our supervisors
and ask them to oppose Sunday
hunting, and contact Del. Ransome and Sen. McDougle, who
need our support.

protecting the poor and middle
class including the people of the
Northern Neck. A predictably
increasing carbon price sends a
clear market signal which will
unleash conservative entrepreneurs and investors in the new
clean-energy economy.
Grover Norquist has stated
that members of Congress that
signed his tax pledges can support this and still honor their
pledge because it is revenue neutral. Conservative economists Art
Laffer, former Reagan economic
advisor; Greg Mankiw, economic
advisor to George W. Bush and
Mitt Romney; Andrew Moylan
of the conservative R Street Institute; and Gary Becker, Nobel
Laureate economist, have all supported it.
According to former Secretary
of State George Shultz, “We have
to have a system where all forms
of energy bear their full costs…
Catherine Bennett, and to me the most appealing
Lancaster way is a revenue-neutral carbon
tax.”
Ready for spring
This approach also means that
A welcome new season sign the EPA carbon emissions regulais the robin, a ﬁrst and early tions can be withdrawn.
Gregory T Haugan, PhD,
reminder of the warmth of spring
Heathsville
days to come. We’ll be anxiously
peering around yards and nearby Obama’s way
ﬁelds to spot these birds.
Remember the bluebirds, warAlthough the Affordable Care
blers and orioles along with the Act is one of those things (an
return of monarch butterﬂies? Act), we are faced with a situaWell, I do, sitting on my porch in tion which is a top-contender for
the warm and cozy brightness of Ripleys’ Believe It Or Not.
a spring or summer day.
Having spent untold millions
Springtime always brings the of dollars and countless hours to
urge to select new plants for my formulate legislation which was
favorite time of the year. Choos- passed into law, the president has
ing these colorful and cheery decided to violate the law to allow
plantings never fails to ﬁll me more time for compliance.
with the joy of renewal, no
This is the second “on a whim”
matter how modest my garden- change to this law, without proper
ing may be.
procedure. The longer implemenSoon we’ll be hearing the tation is delayed, the better off we
chirping birds and observing are. It is the way the president
roadside foliage as it bursts is disregarding procedure and
into the fullness of the green bypassing the system that is most
season, while our Virginia dog- alarming.
woods and redbud trees will be
It appears that businesses in the
acknowledging another coming U.S. have developed an annoying
season of color.
propensity for survival, much to
Ahh, let’s leave winter’s dark the chagrin of those in governand gloomy set of challenges ment.
far behind. I’m ready for spring
To survive, they have cut the
NOW! How about you?
hours of their workers so the
Nancy Hubbard Clark, business no longer is required
Kilmarnock by law to provide coerced health
care. Many of these businesses
'PEVM½GEXMSR
previously provided health care,
The purpose of this letter is to but the Affordable Care Act
clarify what is meant by “revenue deemed that coverage to be inadeneutral.” Simply stated, all of the quate and forced it to be dropped.
revenues are returned directly to
Even if the health care provided
the American people, none stays by any business was acceptable,
with the government. The rev- these businesses are required by
enue neutral carbon fee, (incor- law to pay even more to the govrectly sometimes called a tax), ernment per individual already
and dividend works like this:
covered.
A fee is placed on carbonTo extort money from or
based fuels at the source (well, coerce businesses to pay into
mine, port of entry). This fee an obviously ﬂawed system is
starts at $15 per ton of fossil CO2 beyond reprehensible. There is no
emitted, and increases steadily accountability for those who are
each year by $10, so that clean in the highest ofﬁces in the U.S.
energy is cheaper than fossil fuels
The president taught constituwithin a decade.
tional law for 12 years at the UniFossil fuel companies are versity of Chicago Law School
ﬁnally paying for polluting our and yet, has clearly shown his disatmosphere. All of the money dain for that same Constitution.
collected is returned to AmeriHe has declared his intention
can households on an equitable to “fundamentally change” our
basis. Under this plan 66% of all country and unless he is comhouseholds would break even or pelled by law, will continue to
receive more in their dividend arbitrarily rule.
Jim Merrill Jr.,
check than they would pay for the
White Stone
increased cost of energy, thereby

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

o be trite, spring has sprung. I base that
observation not on any prognostication
from a groundhog in Pennsylvania, who actually warned us of six more weeks of winter,
nor on any horticultural phenomena, although
the ﬁrst daffodil bloomed on Saint Valentine’s
Day, but rather on a simple action on the part
of Gladys, our pet goose.
Gladys is a bossy two-year-old feathered friend, a non-stop honker, and often an
overbearing spouse for the docile Lew, her
much older mate. She most resembles a Gray
Touloose in breed, but has an admixture of
other strains in her genealogical background
and pedigree. In personality, she constantly
reminds one of Hyacinth Bucket, pronounced
“bouquet,” Patricia Routledge’s character
in the British sitcom, “Keeping Up Appearances.”
She has to be in charge at every moment,
and tells the world of that fact all day long.
She also likes to complain, demanding more
food, more water, more straw at every turn of
the hour. The easiest way to get along with
her is to let her have her way, as she is incapable of listening to any other arguments.

In the meantime, I am happy
for Gladys’s harbinger of
spring on a cold and windy
day, devoid of any other
manifestations that indeed
one day spring will come.
On Monday when I went out to the barnyard to prepare breakfast for the residents, as
I was scooping up a copious serving of whole
corn, I saw something white, almost obscured
by the straw on the ﬂoor of the pen. It was in
an odd location, and I reached over to pick it
up, only to ﬁnd it was Gladys’s ﬁrst egg of the
season. My surprise on that bitter cold day
came mainly from her choice of location for
deposition, but then I realized it was in a protected corner.
Last year, her ﬁrst in production, Gladys
laid the eggs all over the ground base of the
coop, never making a real nest. Thinking

that she was new to the experience, I tried
to share my wisdom and experience of many
years, but she ignored me. I gathered her eggs
together and then I made the nest, upon which
she ﬁnally decided to set. Unfortunately, none
germinated, and the gosling crop was zilch.
My mistake was in not entrusting Gladys’s
efforts to the alert and prodigious bantam
hen, who readily accepts anyone else’s eggs,
and sets upon them as if they were her own.
After hatching, she mothers the chicks protectively and with great love. Her only fault is
in not being of the same disposition towards
other females’ offspring. She takes the position that what is hers is hers, and the others
can fend for themselves. Each kernel of corn
that another receives she views as having
been stolen from her brood. She deﬁnitely
does not appreciate the concept of sharing.
I am convinced that Gladys will not object
to my giving her eggs to the bantam, as she
seems to see the whole process as a bore up
with which one has to put. (For the beneﬁt of
new readers, I always write mindful of Winston Churchill’s admonition about ending a
sentence with a preposition.) Lew is another

concern in that I am not certain he understands that Gladys is a fellow goose. He is far
more interested in human people than in her
and the other animal people, leaving me to
question whether the eggs are fertile or not.
My training was in history, not psychology, thus I really am not qualiﬁed to pass
judgment on animal motivation, behavior or
“feelings.” For all I know, Lew might be into
prospective fatherhood without wishing to
be ostentation about the process. Again, like
Hyacinth Bucket’s husband, Richard, he lets
Gladys manage matters however she wishes,
obviously recognizing the futility of arguing
back at her. He is too reﬁned for such conduct
anyway.
Perhaps I should look into taking an online
course on animal psychology as a vehicle for
learning how best to relate to our extended
barnyard family. In the meantime, I am happy
for Gladys’s harbinger of spring on a cold
and windy day, devoid of any other manifestations that indeed one day spring will come.
Until that time arrives, as the younger B.E.
remarked upon seeing the goose egg, “We all
could have scrambled eggs off of that.”
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Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

Do You Remember?
This 1949 photo shows a very small boat docked at Humphrey’s Railway (now Ampro)
in Weems. The Kilmarnock Museum would like to know if anyone knows the name
of the ferry and where it was in service, said museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn.
Folks are urged to call 296-0930 with any related information. “Do You Remember?” is
a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 19, 1904, Vir- tory Red Cloud was proclaimed the chief of all
ginia Citizen)
the Sioux tribes, and has held this position for
nearly 40 years.

Last Of The Great Chiefs

Red Cloud in his time was one of the most
successful, daring savage chiefs of the great
Sioux Nation. During the hostilities waged so
brutally on the Plains against the encroachment
of the whites, his name was the dreaded one on
every emigrant’s tongue.
This great chieftain was born in obscurity, but
by his force of will, intelligence, and bravery
he became in time the leader of his people. The
story is told of how he ﬁrst gained the title of
“chief.” It seems that a well-known warrior of
his tribe was jealous of Red Cloud, and, with
six of his followers, waylaid the young brave.
Two were with riﬂes and the others carried bows
and arrows. Red Cloud was armed with a Winchester, and though wounded at ﬁrst ﬁre, he
succeeded in killing all of his assailants. Soon
followers increased in number. He became a
member of the various secret societies and went
through the fearful agony and torture of the sun
dance.
After the Fetterman massacre (1866), he
refused to meet the special peace commission
or to sign any. Instead, he declared war against
the whites and called to his aid the dissatisﬁed
Indians of various other tribes. Then came the
Fort Phil Kearny massacre, in which the Indians
were led by Red Cloud, who showed the greatest bravery and daring, the battle resulting in
the annihilation of the soldiers. After this vic-

Nuttsville
We are sorry to report the illness of C.R.
Harper, but are glad to say that he is improving
at this writing.
Frank Sadler has added to his stock recently a
horse and a donkey. He will be ready for trucking just as soon as the weather opens.
E. D. Rock, of Nuttsville, has purchased a new
sawmill, which he will operate in the spring.

February 11 was the ofﬁcial midpoint
of the 2014 Legislative Session, known as
crossover. The House and the Senate have
discussed and voted on all of their respective pieces of legislation, and now those
pieces are before the opposite body for
consideration.
This week the House passed the Bipartisan Ethics Reform Bill, HB 1211. The bill
signiﬁcantly updates and reforms Virginia’s
ethics, transparency and disclosure laws. It
creates a statewide ethics advisory council, puts a $250 gift cap in place, updates
several aspects of disclosure laws and
implements a mandatory ethics training for
elected ofﬁcials.
The issue of Medicaid Expansion continues to be a major topic of discussion in the
House and fellow Republicans and myself
continue to oppose expansion until the
system is reformed and the future impacts

of the system are analyzed.
As a conservative, I believe in limited
government, but I also believe that government has a role in caring for those who
truly cannot care for themselves.
It is clear Medicaid is a broken system
with rising costs, access and quality of care
decreasing and massive amounts of fraud,
waste and abuse. Expanding the program as
it is would be irresponsible and those who
really need care, will not get it. Until the
system is audited and reforms put in place
I will continue to oppose Medicaid Expansion.
This week, 4-H groups, farmers, sheriffs
and realtors visited.
To receive a letter by email from my
ofﬁce highlighting pieces of legislation that
have passed the House, please contact my
ofﬁce (698-1099, or delmransone@house.
virginia.gov).

ANSWERS ON AGING
My mother is 80 and
has just started new
medications prescribed
by her doctors. She is
feeling a bit off balance,
and I am concerned
about her taking a fall. Is
her safety at risk taking
several drugs?
Medications can be an important contributor to falls. The
total number of medications is a
signiﬁcant factor, with increased
risk associated with taking four
or more drugs.
The risk of a fall is especially
increased when medications

have been changed recently.
Adverse drug effects, particularly sedation and dizziness, are
usually greater at the initiation
of treatment before the body
begins to become tolerant to the
side effects.
To reduce the risk of fall:
s )NFORM EACH DOCTOR AND
pharmacist of all of the medications being taken, including nonprescription products.
s #ONSULT THE DOCTOR WHENEVER
an adverse drug reaction may be
occurring.
s #ONSULT A DOCTOR OR PHARmacist when choosing non-

prescription products.
s %XERCISE CAUTION IN THE
activities of daily living when
starting a new medication.
s 7ORK WITH THE DOCTOR TO
reduce the total number of prescription and non-prescription
medications.
Individual characteristics,
such as, disabilities, diseases,
or age-related changes in vision
may be playing a role. At times,
there are environmental causes,
such as poor lighting or obstacles on the ﬂoor.
For answers to questions on
aging, visit seniornavigator.org.

Irvington
Loyola Leland was in Baltimore this week on
business.
Mrs. L. H. Rilee gave a Flinch Party on
Wednesday evening of this week.
Tuesday night was probably our coldest, and
the thermometer registered 3 degrees above
zero.
Police steamer Rappahannock, Capt. Hudgins,
harbored here one night recently.
Judge J. C. Ewell, Capt. J. F. Bellows and
others attended meeting of directors of Lancaster National Bank here last Friday.
Dr. Newbill was summoned this week to
attend the child of Mr. and Mrs. H. I. Kirk that
is so sick at their home at Towles Point.
Taffy pullings were the big “go” around here
last week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Dr. David Hughes

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle
Crossover, the halfway mark
of the legislation session,
arrived last week. When the
deadline for submitting bills
at the beginning of session
passed, lawmakers had submitted around 2,500 bills and
resolutions.
By the day after crossover,
only around 1,500 of those
measures were still alive. The
winnowing process will continue in the weeks to come, as
the Senate acts on bills submitted by delegates and the House
considers those submitted by
senators.
One bill approved by the
Senate but unlikely to survive
in the House would give Virginia the second-highest minimum wage in the country. The
debate over the bill was the
longest of the session so far,
lasting more than an hour
when it was considered in the
Senate on the day of the crossover deadline. Every Democrat
voted for the bill and every
Republican against it. And
since we now have a Democrat
lieutenant governor breaking
any ties, the bill passed the
Senate.
There are few pieces of legislation that would have a more
immediate negative effect on
Virginia’s economy than raising our minimum wage to a

level higher than all but one
state. Every state bordering
Virginia currently adheres to
the federal minimum wage, as
do the majority of states. Placing Virginia’s rate at a much
higher level than the federal rate would place us at a
decided disadvantage in what
has become a ﬁerce competition for attracting new businesses and retaining existing
ones.
Virginia’s status as America’s best state for business will
not last very long if we begin
adopting policies that emulate
California, Massachusetts and
New York. At a time when
other states have been rushing
to replicate Virginia’s policies,
which have created jobs and
given us an unemployment
rate well below the national
average, why would we even
consider following the lead of
states with policies that have
led to high unemployment
rates and lost businesses?
The failure of Democratic
Senators to answer that question did not discourage them
from voting for the bill. The
House however, is not likely to
endanger Virginia’s economy
and will undoubtedly defeat
the measure.
I am pleased to report every
piece of legislation I patroned

Lancaster Democrats
to review local food aid
Lancaster County Democrats
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday,
February 24, at the Bank of Lancaster north side, 432 North Main
Street, Kilmarnock.
Marilyn McGlamary will
make a presentation about the
local food bank, reported Eileen
Wagner. She will be followed by
Sue and Roger Donaldson, who
will address issues arising from
the distribution of food to the

needy and the impact of recent
budget cuts on the delivery of
food aid in the county.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.
for a pre-meeting informal social
session. Free coffee and snacks
will be available. Attendees may
bring baked goods or other treats
to share.
Members of the executive
board may be reached at lancovadem@gmailcom, or 286-2310.

this session has successfully
passed the Senate, including
SB 623, to encourage research
and development in Virginia.
In 2011, Virginia became the
38th state to provide a research
and development tax credit to
promote innovation and job
creation, boost industry-sponsored research and collaboration with Virginia’s universities
and continue to diversify Virginia’s economy. This initiative
enhances Virginia’s competitiveness as a preferred location
for research investment and
activity. Equally important,
this legislation establishes a
mechanism to evaluate the programs efﬁcacy for new jobs
created and type of research
performed.
I enjoyed visits from 4-H
Clubs, including those from
Northumberland,
Lancaster
and King George. Henry and
Nancy Barlow, Leigh Pemberton, George Rice, Linda and
Ellis Walton, and Lynwood
Broaddus of the Virginia Farm
Bureau visited.
I had the great pleasure of
meeting with Sheriff Bryant
of Richmond County, Sheriff
Wilkins of Northumberland ,
Sheriff Dempsey from King
George County and members
of the Westmoreland Sheriff’s
Department.

Rappahannock
Record
Deadlines
Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

good
help...
is preventive

At Bon Secours, we use the latest technology to determine your
cardiac risk and develop a customized treatment plan for you.
Early detection could save your life.

Take a free heart
health assessment at
goodforyourheart.com

Dr. Hughes is accepting new patients
in our Kilmarnock location
804-435-7735

Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

BON SECOURS HEART & VASCULAR INSTITUTE
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How will Irvington use
land near town commons?
by Audrey Thomasson

Former Del. Albert Pollard cautioned localities not
to rely on the state and federal governments when
addressing fracking. “State and federal regulation
might protect groundwater, but they don’t even claim
XS EHHVIWW RSMWI XVEJ½G VSEH HEQEKI WIXFEGOW LSYVW
SJ STIVEXMSR KEW ¾EVMRK ERH SXLIV WYGL XLMRKW² WEMH
Pollard.

White Stone resident David Dustin speaks at the
Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District
board meeting on fracking. “Better alternatives are wind
and solar,” Dustin said. “We don’t need to do this. I just
read either this morning or yesterday the United States
has issued something like the sixth license to export gas
out of our country. So while we’re tearing up our county,
our property and our communities, those companies are
just selling that gas overseas.”

Former Del. Pollard suggests localities take
a ‘conservative’ approach to hydrofracturing
by Renss Greene
WARSAW—Former
Del.
Albert Pollard of White Stone
on February 12 briefed the
Northern Neck Soil and Water
Conservation District board on
the topic of hydrofracturing, or
“fracking,” in eastern Virginia.
Pollard and Friends of the
Rappahannock steward Richard
Moncure gave an introduction
to the possible dangers of fracking, how to deal with Texasbased Shore Exploration &
Production Corporation which
is leasing land in the Northern
Neck and how localities can
protect themselves.
Pollard and Moncure warned
localities not to rely on federal
and state regulations to deal
with the fracking issue.
“Do not rely on state and
federal regulations to just ‘take
care of it,’” Pollard said.
“State and federal regulation
might protect groundwater, but
they don’t even claim to address
noise, trafﬁc, road damage, setbacks, hours of operation, gas
ﬂaring, and other such things,”
he added. “And I believe that
local communities need to compare the reward with the size of
the risk.”
Moncure described the subject of fracking as a complex
issue.
“I’m sure we all have several

questions at this point, and that’s
the takeaway point here,” Moncure said. “Don’t let anybody
come into a room and say, ‘hey,
this is a simple process, we’re
going to go down through here
and get what you need.’ There
are a lot of questions. This is an
evolving technology.”
Inland parts of the Northern
Neck sit over the Taylorsville
basin shale deposit, an ancient
lake bed stretching from Richmond to Maryland, which Moncure reports has been estimated
to contain enough oil and gas
to power Virginia for two-anda-half years by the Virginia
Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy. Nearly 85,000
acres of land have been leased
for drilling by Shore Corporation, which Pollard and Moncure say can present a challenge
for local government.
In fracking the Taylorsville
Basin in the Northern Neck,
companies drill through and
beneath the Potomac aquifer,
then up to a mile horizontally.
Explosives are sent into the
well to crack up the oil-rich
shale deposits, then liquids
such as water, diesel, or liquid
nitrogen are pumped into the
well to bring up gas or oil.
Many of the chemicals companies are pumping into the
ground are trade secrets and
unknown to the public, accord-

This detail from a map published by the Southern
Environmental Law Center shows portions of the
Northern Neck which have been leased by Shore
Exploration & Production Corporation. As depicted here,
WMKRM½GERX TSVXMSRW SJ ;IWXQSVIPERH ERH WYVVSYRHMRK
counties have been leased for possible drilling.

ing to Pollard and Moncure.
“It’s an industrial use in a
rural agricultural area,” Pollard
said. “That doesn’t mean that
it can’t be compatible, but it
means it has to be thought out.”
He told the board well pads
can take up prime agricultural
soil, be an eyesore and source
of 24-hour noise, strain local
infrastructure, and put a strain
on water levels in the Potomac
aquifer.
“Right now, you’ve got
people from Shore Oil who I
believe are good people, who
I believe are dealing in good
faith, but their ﬁduciary responsibility is not to water quality,
it’s not to our local quality of
life,” Pollard said. “Their ﬁduciary responsibility is to their
investors.”
In addition, Pollard said
the standard lease agreement
is transferrable, meaning the
rights in the lease can be sold.
“In other words, the 84 thousand to 85 thousand acres that
are leased can be bundled up
and sold to a Wall Street hedge
ﬁrm, for instance,” Pollard
said. “Or they could be sold to
a Texaco or an Exxon, which
would be a more responsible
player than a hedge fund.”
“When somebody comes in
from Wall Street, they don’t
give a cuss about when the
trucks are running, whether or
not it’s holding up school bus
trafﬁc, whether or not they’re
running the trucks during
freeze/thaw time and tearing up
local roads,” he added.
The presentation suggested
localities in eastern Virginia
take several steps to mitigate the risks. First, Pollard
and Moncure suggested local
boards pass resolutions asking
the state to launch a comprehensive study of oil and gas
drilling before approving oil or
gas wells. Secondly, they said,
local land use plans should
guide the siting, pace, and
scale of shale drilling. Third,
zoning ordinances should be
updated, and ﬁnally, communities should measure the economic impacts of oil and gas
drilling.
Pollard and Moncure also
had some suggestions for negotiating with oil companies.
“If the land man comes calling, take control of the negotiations,” Pollard said. “Don’t
sign any documents or take any
checks until you educate yourself on everything.” He urged
landowners to get leases that
include requirements for more
recent technology, that require
the landowner to be paid royalties for all products that the
company extracts and sells, and
that landowners insist on audit
privileges to keep oil companies
honest.
“I do not think that it has to
be an either/or,” Pollard said. “I
do think that the Northern Neck
is very smart, being prudent,
going slowly, making sure other
states have done it right.”
“One of the things that I

enjoyed about representing the
Northern Neck in the General
Assembly is that the Northern
Neck is a conservative place,
not in the way of like, one party
or the other party conservative,”
Pollard said. “It’s conservative
in the Virginia tradition of let’s
go slow, get all the facts, ﬁgure
out what all the repercussions
are and the unintended consequences are, then we make a
decision. An ounce of prevention is certainly worth a pound
of cure.”

IRVINGTON—At last week’s
town council meeting, architect
Randall Kipp presented several
ideas for uses of town property
on Chesapeake Drive across
from the town commons.
Formerly known as the
Thomas property, the town
obtained the property through
legal proceedings over some
three decades. Once the town
obtained possession of the
parcel, a derelict house was
removed and the property has
remained vacant. The land is currently used as additional parking
for events on the commons.
Kipp presented ideas that
included relocating the tennis
courts, a possible trafﬁc circle
using the bell tower preserved
from another Irvington property, and relocating the children’s
playground.
Noting he wasn’t in favor of any
of the ideas, councilman Robert
Westbrook said, “The ideas start

the discussion for possible uses.”
According to town clerk Jackie
Burrell, residents are invited to
view the drawings on the town’s
website or by visiting town hall.
In other business, town
attorney Wes Charlton again
requested a list of activities and
events booked on the commons
in order to draft a proposed town
licensing agreement for future
use.
Planning commission member
Jacquelyn Brown was appointed
as liaison to the board of zoning
appeals.
A $2,500 contract was
awarded to Paul Elborne for
installing and taking down the
town’s Christmas decorations.
Mayor Rannie Ransone asked
residents to consider running
for town council in the May
elections. Currently, no one has
declared for three four-year term
positions and one seat with two
years remaining on a four-year
term. The deadline to ﬁle with
the county registrar is March 4.

Is your business surﬁng for
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We have about 7,000 of them who
patronize our newspaper, the original social network in our area, every
week! To send them a post, contact
us at 435-1701 or mail@RRecord.com.
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