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Rappahannock General to become part of Bon Secours
KILMARNOCK—The success of a clinical
afﬁliation agreement between Bon Secours Virginia Health System and Rappahannock General
Hospital (RGH) has led to a nonbinding letter of
intent to complete a transaction pursuant to which
RGH, including the hospital, its medical group
and its foundation, would become part of the Bon
Secours Virginia Health System, subject to applicable approvals.
The two health care organizations entered into
a clinical afﬁliation agreement two years ago in
order to enhance clinical care and service accessibility for residents in the RGH service area, which
includes Virginia’s Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula.
True to the goals of the clinical afﬁliation agreement, patients who utilized RGH saw clinical
collaboration between the two organizations and
improved access to health care in Kilmarnock and
the surrounding communities, said Charlotte Perkins, performance management ofﬁcer for Bon

Secours Virginia. An expansion of RGH health munities served by RGH,” said Peter J. Bernard,
services, recruitment of additional physicians to chief executive ofﬁcer of Bon Secours Virginia.
better meet the needs of the community and more “We’ve seen increased services and better patient
training for RGH staff were also realized.
outcomes for Northern Neck residents. We have
Throughout the clinspent much time and
ical afﬁliation agreeresources understandment, RGH remained “I am pleased that our patients
ing the community
an independent com- and physicians will have the
and assessing its health
munity-based hospicare needs. By making
tal, said Perkins. The beneﬁt of care provided as part of
RGH a part of the Bon
hospital is governed the Bon Secours Virginia Health
Secours Virginia Health
by a board of directors
System, our goal, in
made up of local com- System.”
part, will be to keep the
munity leaders. The
—James M. Holmes Jr., relationship with the
letter of intent concommunity and local
RGH chief executive ofﬁcer physicians strong and
templates a transaction
in which RGH would
intact.”
operate as part of the Bon Secours Virginia Health
“I am pleased that our patients and physicians
System.
will have the beneﬁt of care provided as part of the
“Our relationship for the past two years has Bon Secours Virginia Health System,” said James
been focused on improving the health of the com- M. Holmes Jr., chief executive ofﬁcer of Rappa-

hannock General Hospital. “A health system the
caliber of Bon Secours coming to the Northern
Neck means great things for our community. I’m
pleased that the leadership of Bon Secours has
recognized the vitality of this community and I
appreciate that they want to be part of it.”
Prior to signing the clinical afﬁliation agreement, RGH had approximately 100 physicians
on its medical staff, said Perkins. Today, more
than 140 physicians and specialists are part of
the health system’s team. Bon Secours also has
expanded its own services in the region, placing needed specialists in and around the hospital
campus and recently establishing a home care
agency in the Kilmarnock region.
“The community can expect a seamless transition,” said Bernard. “Our long-standing relationship with RGH has made a smooth transition
possible; I credit the RGH leadership team and its
commitment to making patients and the community their ﬁrst priority.”

On the road to full accreditation: School discipline
by Audrey Thomasson

M

iddle schools were tagged “the
Bermuda Triangle of education” by Cecil Picard, former Louisiana superintendent of education.
They were described as places
“where academic achievement goes
to die,” by Cheri Yecke, Minnesota’s
former education commissioner.
Pre-teens are “the toughest age to
teach” because they are “caught in the
hurricane of hormones...suspended
between childhood and the adult
world,” reported the Toronto Star in
2008.
Exaggerations? Or harsh reality?
Lancaster Middle School appeared
to ﬁt the proﬁle based on some 250
Lancaster parents, teachers, bus drivers and school ofﬁcials who gathered
at Dreamﬁelds 14 months ago to discuss a public school environment they
called unsafe and failing their children.
Most complaints centered on the
middle school, which covers grades
four through eight, and involved bullying, ﬁst ﬁghts, stealing, inappropriate touching, teachers abused by
students, students abused by teachers,
classrooms where teachers had little
control, and poor communication
with parents by school administrators.

Structure and routine
Shortly after that meeting the district hired Kelvin Evans in the position
of dean of students. At the beginning
of the current term, he was joined by
a new principal, Mike Daddario, and
vice principal, Jessica Davis, who
shares behavioral duties with Evans.
Now, ﬁve months into the school

This is Part 2 of a three-part series regarding improvements being developed in Lancaster County Public
Schools towards full accreditation status.

Leadership training is an earned reward for Amanda Steensma and
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earned by each homeroom class for going without referrals. Classes
with the most points over a nine-week period are invited to special
events like a pep rally or movie and popcorn. From left are Steensma,
teachers Nicole Jackson and Kimberly Mulligan, and Curry.

year, the new administrators believe
they are turning the tide on behavioral issues and have begun building
personal responsibility and leadership in students.
“There’s lots of positive momentum
now in the school,” said Daddario.
But, he noted, the problems didn’t
occur overnight and will take time to
ﬁx. “It’s going to change from where
it was. We’re seeing improvements in
general atmosphere...but it’s nowhere
near where we want it to be.”
Daddario emphasized the need
for pro-active strategies, establishing structure and routines and consistently following through for the
school’s nearly 500 students.
“It’s all about being ﬁrm, fair and

consistent,” said Daddario.
Procedures are now in place to
monitor students throughout the day.
“Teachers stand in the doorways
making sure kids aren’t lingering in
hallways. They walk students in line
to lunch and between classrooms,”
something that was not done before,
he noted.
Daddario, Davis and Evans maintain a constant presence in the hallways whenever children are moving
between classes or recess”...to prevent things from happening,” said
Daddario.
While he and Davis make daily Lancaster Middle School principal Mike Daddario compliments
visits to classrooms, Evans can be students in Sam Terry’s 4th-grade class on their knowledge of verbs
SCHOOL, continued on pageA2

and nouns. From left are Chyra Boyd, Jamie Henderson and Kylie
Ewell.

White Stone Town Council approves rezoning request, clearing hurdle for a car wash
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Ninety-yearold Mary Kenner Dolby of White
Stone said she can’t and won’t live
next to a car wash.
“Would either one of you have a
car wash next to your 90-year-old
mother. Please tell me,” said Dolby,
raising her voice as she questioned
White Stone Town Council members
February 6. “Because I can’t live next
to a car wash.”
Despite her pleas and opposition from about two dozen area
residents, council narrowly passed a
request, 4-3, to rezone a nearly halfacre parcel on Rappahannock Drive
from residential to commercial. The
request came from Hurst Harvey
Oil Company on behalf of owner

Virginia Jodon, in order to locate an
automated car wash on the property.
The application process began
in December when the town’s planning commission voted unanimously,
3-0, to recommend approval of the
request. Council held a public hearing in January but tabled a decision
until last week’s meeting. The delay
allowed Hurst Harvey to address
some of the residents’ concerns about
noise, hours of operation, loitering
and buffering.

Decision making
Randy Reeves made the motion to
approve the rezoning request, including 11 proffers offered by Hurst
Harvey. David Jones seconded the
motion, which was passed by Reeves,
Jones, Jennifer Hodges and William
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Hubbard. Council members Blair
Kenyon, Joe Sliakis and Irving Brittingham voted against the rezoning.
Simply rezoning the parcel does
not guarantee a car wash will be
located there, said town manager Patrick Frere.
To operate a car wash on the property, Hurst Harvey will also need
approval of a Chesapeake Bay site
plan, an erosion/sediment control
plan and a storm water management
plan, along with a Virginia Department of Transportation-approved
commercial entrance, health department permit and town zoning permit,
said Frere. Parking and buffering
requirements would also have to be
met.
Prior to the vote, Kenyon said a
company like Hurst Harvey probably
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“has [its] ducks in a row” and “we are
the ﬁrst step.”
Jones, however, reiterated what
he had said at last month’s meeting
and the sentiment voiced by planning commissioner Paul Elbourn in
December. “At the end of the day, we
are discussing rezoning,” said Jones,
meaning council was not voting on a
car wash but whether is was logical to
rezone that particular property from
residential to commercial.
The .465-acre parcel in question is
the last property on the southern tip of
town limits and is adjacent to White
Stone Family Practice. Although it is
bordered on two sides by residential
properties, the parcels along Rappahannock Drive leading to the property
are all commercial.
“I have seen car washes in resi-
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dential areas but not ones that butt
up against residential properties,”
said Brittingham. Instead, he said he
would like to see “a business that is
compatible to a residential area, and
a car wash is not compatible.”
A car wash, however, is one of the
approved uses under White Stone’s
commercial, C-1, classiﬁcation.
“The problem is in small towns
like White Stone, Irvington and
Kilmarnock, so much residential and
commercial press against each other
all the time,” said Jones.

Citizen concerns
Although the public hearing was
closed at the end of the January meeting, council did entertain audiinput
WHITE STONE, continued on pageA2
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Kilmarnock staff completes comprehensive plan review
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock planning commission February 10 received the
ﬁnal draft of the town staff’s
comprehensive plan update.
“Since so much time was put
into this, I have to say I’m very,
very relieved and excited that
everybody has now received a
ﬁnal draft,” said commission
member Ann Towner, who
helped rewrite the plan.
“I thank Ann, and thank
everybody who’s worked on it
in the long time that it’s taken,
for hanging in there,” said
planning and zoning director
Marshall Sebra. “I appreciate
it.”
Sebra characterized the plan
as “a complete re-write.”
Commission members complimented the frequent use of
visual aids in the updated plan,
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including graphs, charts and
maps.
Member Chris Allen compared the plan to other locali-

ties’ plans he saw at the recent
Virginia Certiﬁed Planning
Commissioners’ Program in
Blacksburg.

“We were shown several
drafts, you know, what they
would look like, and I’ll tell
you, ours, the one you’ve done,

is head and shoulders above
those,” Allen said.
Sebra said he is planning a
public hearing on the new comprehensive plan at the commission meeting Monday, March
10. The commission meets at 6
p.m. in the Town Hall, 1 North
Main Street, Kilmarnock.
Copies of the current plan
and proposed update are available at kilmarnockva.com, or
at the town hall.
Allen also reported favorably about his experience at
the planning commissioners’
program in Blacksburg, which
is conducted by Virginia Tech’s
Land Use Education Program.
“It’s going to deﬁnitely
beneﬁt me to make more
informed decisions down the
road, having that knowledge,
and I’m looking forward to
the second part of it in April,”
Allen said.

White Stone Town Council approves rezoning
continued from page A1

before last Thursday’s vote.
Valerie Rich of White Stone said, “They
said it’s going to be a car wash but once it’s
rezoned, it can be a garage or adult porno
store. You can’t stop it. Who’s going to
stop it?”
Jones assured Rich, “A porno store
is not allowed in White Stone.” Frere
explained that an adult bookstore is “not a
use that is allowed in the town.”
Still Rich pleaded, “Please do not let
our concerns fall on deaf ears.”
Resident Roy Carter also restated
points he made previously in opposition
and clariﬁed his noise concern is not
about music coming from cars or boom
boxes but about the actual noise made by

the large dryers at the car wash.
Rich also was concerned by the change
in zoning and asked, “Where will it stop?”
She questioned if zoning is changed from
residential to commercial there then it
could be changed in other areas of town.
Surveyor Charles Pruett, who is working with Hurst Harvey Oil, said the rezoning is not an example of “spot zoning,”
but involves an area slated for development in the town’s comprehensive plan.
Pruett said the time for residents to voice
concerns about zoning issues is when the
comprehensive plan is being discussed.
Sliakis, who was not in favor of the
zoning change, said in residential areas
of town, residents are protected and have

homes on either side. Putting a car wash
next to a residential area is a bad idea, he
added.
“We have to look out for these people,”
said Sliakis.
Among citizen concerns at last month’s
public hearing were noise, safety issues,
increased trafﬁc, water runoff, aesthetic
issues and hours of operation.

Proffers
To address the concerns, Hurst Harvey
Oil offered proffers which included a
vegetated buffer and a stockade fence
adjacent to adjoining residential properties; surveillance of the area 24 hours a
day, seven days a week; outside lighting

directed away from residences; daily closure at 10 p.m.; daily trash removal, and
the report of loitering or loud music to
town police.
Additionally, Hurst Harvey will provide
a 30-foot commercial entrance as required
by VDOT and a storm water management
plan in order to mitigate the additional
run-off created. The storm water management area will adhere to the Chesapeake
Bay Act’s best management practices.
Run-off from the car wash also will be
diverted to a 5,000-gallon storage tank
and a portion of the water will be recycled
with the remainder to be removed from
the site to an approved facility.

On the road to full accreditation: School discipline
continued from page A1

found overseeing student
behavior in the cafeteria
during every lunch session.
Also, the school resource
ofﬁcer, Lancaster Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce deputy Dan Sanders, is
a full-time presence during the
school day.
“His goal and ours is to be a
positive inﬂuence with students,”
said Daddario. “He stays for
sports, walks the halls, is in the
cafeteria.”
“We’re very passionate,” said
Davis, “and when you’re really
passionate about something, you
don’t want quick ﬁxes.”

Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
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Expectations and trust
Turning behavior around
begins with teaching students
what is expected of them, said
Daddario. One way this is

accomplished is through behavior models, such as role-playing,
to demonstrate the right way to
respond in situations.
The school’s approach to dealing with troublemakers began
changing after Evans was hired
a year ago.
“He takes time to hear the
kid out,” said Daddario. “He
doesn’t tell them how to behave,
he makes them think about what
they should do next time.”
“We spend a lot of time talking with them about what they
could have done differently,” said
Davis.
One important lesson in correcting behavior is to assure
students that everyone stumbles
once in a while. “Kids are kids.
We were in trouble as kids, too.
We’re being an advocate with
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them, but at the same time being
ﬁrm and holding them to expectations,” Daddario explained. It’s
a common-sense approach that
establishes trust, he added.
While a big part is listening to
the kids, they also believe in listening to parents. The administrators said they return every phone
call from parents, which has
opened lines of communications.
“We give them time to talk—
hear them out, listen to them
in order to make the situation
better. We want the behavior to
minimize,” said Daddario, who
noted that parents have been
very supportive and appreciate
the school establishing a relationship with them.
“When I call parents about
consequences, they like that.
They feel connected,” said
Davis. “And no one feels like ‘I
got in trouble for nothing.’”
“Parents understand that
their concerns are going to be
addressed also,” said Daddario.
“We need parents on our side.
We support them and we need
them to support us...to make
the situation better and have an
environment that’s conducive to
learning.”
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becoming hallway monitors or
class representatives. Eighthgraders may tutor or mentor
fourth-graders.
LMS’s home rooms have
become “teams” that work on
building responsibility and leadership.
While the program is just getting off the ground, it is already
improving the “noise” level in
classrooms—the number one
reason students are “referred” to
the ofﬁce.
Teams without “referrals”
over a nine-week period are
rewarded with a school pep rally
or special movie offering, such
as “Despicable Me.” Teams that
had referrals attend a review session on what’s expected of them.
The Kiwanis Club of the
Northern Neck offers a program
for fourth- and ﬁfth-graders
called K-Kids and the school is
hopeful that Kiwanis will soon
sponsor a Builders Club for the
upper grades. The clubs give
students opportunities for community service such as K-Kids’
recent coat drive and making
greeting cards for a retirement
home. In December, members
were invited to march with
Kiwanians in the Kilmarnock
Christmas Parade.
“If we can build a sense that
they have a responsibility and
are needed—that’s how we make
change,” said Davis.

Improvements
Daddario credits community
involvement for helping students
reach 100% participation in the
mandatory uniform policy that
went into effect January 6. Not

only did parents back the uniform policy, the school received
donations from many businesses, churches, organizations
and individuals which assisted
some families in purchasing
uniforms and provided incentive
rewards for student cooperation.
Whether uniforms are contributing to better behavior, Daddario
says, “It’s too early to tell.”
The expectation of good
behavior applies to all students
including the special education
division and those with special
needs such as Attention Deﬁcit
Disorder.
“There are children with different behavioral plans,” said
Davis. “Still, we set high expectations for every kid.”
At Monday night’s school
board
meeting,
Daddario
reported referrals are down 27%,
from 709 to 518, over a year ago.
The improvement has not gone
unnoticed at the central ofﬁce.
“I’ve been very impressed with
the atmosphere” at the middle
school, said acting superintendent Sandy Spears. “It’s a quiet,
calm and relaxed environment.”
By having a constant, visible presence around the school,
Spears said the administrators are helping teachers suppress some of the unacceptable
behavior. She also expressed the
important role parents have in
how their children behave.
“The emphasis needs to come
from home,” she said. “Parents
should tell their children to go
to school and learn as much
as you can learn. If school was
really important to children, they
would not misbehave as often.”
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LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The following cases were heard in
Lancaster County Circuit
Court on February 7 by Judge
Harry T. Taliaferro III.
Jerevon R. Henderson,
charged with three felonies
of credit card fraud, receiving
goods by fraud and larceny,
asked for a court-appointed
attorney. The judge assigned
James Cupp and ordered him
to appear on February 24 to set
a trial date.
Tina L. Carrington pled
guilty to one charge of felony
shoplifting merchandise from
three jewelry vendors at the
Irvington Farmers’ Market in
June 2013. A sentencing hearing was scheduled for 9 a.m.

April 25. She was released on
bond.
Michael Anthony Haynes,
who previously pled guilty
to seven felony charges of
embezzling $53,046 from
Rappahannock General Hospital, was sentenced to 14
years, all suspended, and one
year of supervised probation.
$2,076 of the amount was
recovered and Haynes has
paid $3,000 more toward restitution. He was ordered to pay
$100 a month on the remaining amount. He was represented by Wayne Nunnally.
Keaton
Deon
Sutton,
charged with four felonies
including eluding police, distribution of marijuana, possession of a gun and manufacture
of controlled substance, and

one general misdemeanor,
failed to appear in court.
Attorney Brent Jackson asked
for a continuance but the judge
issued a capious for Sutton’s
arrest and set a new court date
of 9 a.m. February 25.
Melissa
M.
Thomas,
charged with one felony count
of fraudulently obtaining a
prescription, failed to appear
in court. The judge noted
there was an outstanding capious which may not have been
served. He rescheduled her
court date to 9 a.m. February
25.
Daniel Richard Ford III,
convicted in 1999 of transporting cocaine with intent to
distribute and sentenced to 40
years in prison, was in court
requesting that he be released

to New Life, a drug rehabilitation program. The judge
refused to modify his sentence, saying he has no jurisdiction in the case.
Tyrell Montele Smith pled
guilty to felony grand larceny
and misdemeanor possession
of marijuana. The Commonwealth’s Attorney entered a
nolle prosequi on a felony
charge of breaking and entering. Sentencing was scheduled
for 9 a.m. March 28. Attorney
James Monroe asked for a presentence report.
Jeffery M. Mustafa appealed
a speeding conviction from
General District Court. The
charge was dismissed by the
judge because Mustafa’s driving record remained clear for
the past six months.

Fugitive wanted for attempted murder arrested in Middlesex
WAKE—A fugitive wanted
for attempted murder in Northumberland County is being
held without bond after being
arrested in Wake, reported Major
M.E. Sampson of the Middlesex
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
According to Major Sampson, on the evening of February
3 Middlesex investigators, along
with deputies from Northumberland and two Virginia State
Police (VSP) tactical teams,
were prepared to serve a search
warrant at 951 Wake Road.
Middlesex investigators had
obtained a search warrant for
the Wake residence of Marvin
Wendell Davenport Jr., wanted
by the Northumberland Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce since September 2011 on
six felony charges including two
counts of attempted murder, two
counts of robbery, one count of
attempted robbery, use or display
of a ﬁrearm in the commission
of a felony, and revocation of a
suspended sentence and proba-

State Police
release name
of fire victim
by Renss Greene
BROWNS
STORE—Virginia State Police have identiﬁed the man killed in a ﬁre on
Twin Branch Road January 31
as James Holden, 71, of Lancaster County.
According to Sgt. Thomas
Molnar, the accidental ﬁre
was caused by an “improperly
placed” space heater.
The ongoing investigation
is being carried out by ﬁre
investigators with the Virginia
State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigation, according to
Molnar.
State police were notiﬁed
shortly before midnight by the
Lancaster County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce on Friday, January 31.

CRIME
SOLVERS
The Lancaster County Crime
Solvers unit seeks information on the person/or persons
involved in recent acts of vandalism in the Kilmarnock area.
On February 8, the Kilmarnock Police Department took
reports of grafﬁti sprayed on
The Kilduff Building, 48 South
Main Street, Kilmarnock, and
Lancaster Union Lodge #88
A.F.& A.M., 48 North Main
Street, Kilmarnock. This incident took place between midnight February 7 and 7 a.m.
February 8.
From December 23 to 31,
several windows to businesses
along Main Street and Church
Street were shot and broken
with pellet guns.
Report related information
to Lancaster County Crime
Solvers at 462-7463.
Crime Solvers pays cash
rewards up to $1,000 for information useful to law enforcement on destruction of property, vandalism, stolen property, wanted persons, abuse,
drugs/deals/ or dealers or any
crime that is taking place or
has taken place in Lancaster
County, including the towns
of Irvington, Kilmarnock and
White Stone.
Your phone call is not
recorded and you will not have
to appear in court.

Marvin Wendell
Davenport Jr.

tion violations.
On October 8, 2011, Northumberland County Crime
Solvers was seeking information
on the whereabouts of Davenport, then 20, who was wanted
on multiple charges in connection with a robbery that occurred
on Lampkintown Road in Burgess on September 30.
Davenport also was wanted by
the Middlesex Sheriff’s Ofﬁce

on the charges of assault and battery of a family member, assault
and battery, and strangulation of
another causing wounding.
Davenport was living in
Middlesex under an alias with
a girlfriend. The girlfriend had
obtained assault and battery
warrants on Davenport under his
alias, “Delonte Antonio Cole,” in
October 2013 prior to the couple
living together. On February 3,
the girlfriend came to the sheriff’s ofﬁce and advised deputies
that he had assaulted her again
and that they were now living
together on Wake Road. The
female further advised that she
had learned of her boyfriend’s
alias and advised authorities that
she believed he was wanted by
the Northumberland County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce for attempted
murder.
Middlesex deputies and investigators veriﬁed the female’s
information and the true identity
of Davenport. Investigators then

obtained a search warrant for the
property to look for Davenport,
and they also called in VSP tactical teams from both the First and
Fifth divisions.
Major Sampson said tactical
team members were deployed
in the area of the residence to
maintain visual surveillance. At
approximately 7:30 p.m. just as
state police were getting ready to
execute the search warrant, team
members observed Davenport
walking his dog outside the residence.
He went to an adjacent property and attempted to get into
an abandoned building, but he
ran directly into VSP tactical
team members. Davenport was
arrested without incident and
transported to the Middlesex
County Sheriff’s ofﬁce where he
was held without bond. Davenport was arraigned in Northumberland and Middlesex courts
and both jurisdictions denied
bond.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck
Wilkins this week reported
charges against eight individuals.

Felonies

Marvin Wendall Davenport
Jr., 22, of Heathsville was
charged February 3 with two
attempted murder charges,
two felony charges of robbery,
one count of attempted robbery and one count of use of a
ﬁrearm in the commission of
a felony. These charges were
on Northumberland County
warrants.
Davenport also was charged
February 3 with a capias to
show cause in the Northumberland County Circuit Court
for a major parole/probation
violation.
Jordon Alonzo Segar, 22, of
Lancaster was charged February 3 with a capias to show
cause in the Northumberland
County Circuit Court.
Ordondo Eugene Christiani,
38, of Stafford was charged
February 4 with grand larceny
of tools, copper wire and brass.
Tamika Charmane Walters,
33, of Reedville was charged
February 5 with grand larceny.

Misdemeanors

There is a $5,000 reward
A Heathsville man, 46, offered for the arrest(s) of the
was charged February 3 with person(s) involved in this incident. Call the Crime-Tips line
being drunk in public.
A Heathsville woman, 34, at 580-8477.
was charged February 3 with
operating a motor vehicle
without insurance, failing
to yield the right of way and
giving a false report to law
enforcement. These charges
were on City of Richmond
warrants, served by the Northumberland County Sheriff ’s
Ofﬁce.
A Lottsburg man, 26, was
charged February 6 with a
capias/attachment of the body
for failing to appear in the
Northumberland County General District Court.
A Callao man, 44, was
charged February 9 with
assault and battery. This
charge was on a Northumberland County warrant, served
by the Hanover County Sheriff ’s Ofﬁce.

Reward offered

On July 21, the Northumberland County Sheriff ’s
Ofﬁce responded to an armed
robbery in the Wicomico
Church area. An assault and
a larceny of several ﬁrearms
occurred.

NEWS BREAK
■ Burning law

The Commonwealth’s 4 p.m. Burning Law goes into effect
February 15—the start of spring ﬁre season in Virginia.
The law prohibits burning before 4 p.m. each day until April
30 if the ﬁre is in, or within, 300 feet of woodland, brushland or
ﬁelds containing dry grass or other ﬂammable materials.
A violation of this law is a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by
up to a $500 ﬁne. In addition to the criminal violation, those who
allow a ﬁre to escape are liable for the cost of suppressing the ﬁre
as well as any damage caused to others’ property.

■ May 6 elections

Residents of Irvington, Kilmarnock and White Stone who are
interested in serving on their respective town councils should
contact Lancaster County voter registrar Susan P. Jett at 4625277, or sjett@lancova.com, to determine eligibility and for further instructions. The ﬁling deadline is 7 p.m. March 4.
Elections will be held May 6 for four seats on the Irvington
council; mayor and three seats on the Kilmarnock council; and
mayor and three seats on the White Stone council.

■ Meeting postponed

Due to pending inclement weather, the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) postponed a citizen information meeting
scheduled for Thursday, February 13, on a project to reconstruct
the Route 17/Route 17 northbound intersection in the Saluda
area.
VDOT is seeking public comment on this proposed project,
which would alter the intersection’s trafﬁc pattern to enhance
safety. A new meeting date has yet to be announced.
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Lancaster school
year is extended
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—At Monday night’s school board meeting,
members voted to extend the current school term from May 23
to June 12 to make up for snow days when classes have been
canceled.
School ofﬁcials said the extension allows for any additional
snow days that might occur this winter and will beneﬁt students
with additional instructional time.
While teachers are still under contract for that period, the district will incur additional expenses of up to $45,000, which they
mostly attributed to extending pay for nine-month employees
such as cafeteria workers and bus drivers.
A longer school year also will give teachers more instructional
time for preparing students for the Standards of Learning (SOL)
testing. The tests have been moved from the ﬁrst half of May to
May 28 through June 11.
Additionally, the remedial summer school program for struggling students will be moved from the ﬁrst two weeks in June to
August. Exact dates for that session were not announced.
According to John Tupponce, director of instruction, moving
the summer session should beneﬁt students by giving them additional help right before the start of a new term rather than just
before a long summer break.
Acting superintendent Sandy Spears said the additional
expense for the extension will be covered under this year’s
budget. However, with the summer session now falling into the
next ﬁscal year beginning July 1, that expense will have to be
addressed in next term’s budget.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

2014

Motorcoach
Tours

APRIL 14-16
ATLANTIC CITY
Enjoy 2 nights deluxe lodging at the Resorts Casino Hotel with
casino bonus. Take in Atlantic City boardwalk.

APRIL 29-30
LANCASTER, PA., “MOSES”
Enjoy an overnight in the Amish Country. Tour, hotel, breakfast,
dinner and show.

JUNE 1-7
NIAGARA FALLS/ONTARIO
Tour Niagara & Niagara on the Lake, Toronto, Maid of the Mist
Boat ride, Niagara Fallsview Casino, and many extras.

SEPTEMBER 22-24
WEST VA. - “RIDE THE RAILS”
Train rides on the Cheat Mountain Salamander & The Durbin
Rocket. Visit Blackwater Falls State Park, Seneca Caverns and The
American Mountain Theatre.

DECEMBER 2-5
“CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK”
4 days, 3 nights in the “Big Apple.” Radio City Music Hall with
Rockettes, tour the Statue of Liberty & Ellis Island. Shopping on
5th Avenue & guided tour of Lower Manhattan.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us--we’re going places”
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General Assembly chambers trade bills
by Renss Greene

ginia Stormwater Management Program for
any locality that does not establish its own
program or operate a separate stormwater
system. It also allows an agreement in lieu of
a stormwater management program in some
cases.

RICHMOND—Several bills of local
interest have survived the ﬁrst half of the
2014 General Assembly session, arriving
at crossover day on Tuesday, February 11.
Crossover day is the last day for each house
to act on its own legislation before sending it
to the opposite house.

Waiting to cross

Already crossed

District 28 Sen. Richard Stuart’s SB 49 to
extend the sunset date for menhaden ﬁshery
management from January 1, 2015, to July
1, 2016, which passed the Senate unopposed,
was referred to the House committee on agriculture, Chesapeake and natural resources.
Its sister bill, District 30 Del. Edward Scott’s
HB 655, passed the House unopposed and is
in the Senate committee on agriculture, conservation and natural resources.
District 1 Sen. John Miller’s SB 434 to
repeal an obsolete section of Virginia code
restricting the taking of channel bass, which
passed the Senate unopposed, was referred
to the House committee on agriculture,
Chesapeake, and natural resources. Taking of
channel bass is now regulated by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. Its
sister bill, District 81 Del. Barry Knight’s HB
909, previously passed the House unopposed
and is in the Senate committee on agriculture, conservation, and natural resources.
Sen. Stuart’s SB 569 to provide for an

expedited review process for the issuance
of living shoreline project permits, which
passed the Senate unopposed, was referred to
the House committee on agriculture, Chesapeake, and natural resources. Its sister bill,
Del. Knight’s HB 911, previously passed
the House unopposed and is in the Senate
committee on agriculture, conservation, and
natural resources.
District 98 Del. Keith Hodges’ HB 1173,
which concerns stormwater management
programs and incorporates several other
bills, passed the House and is in the Senate
committee on agriculture, conservation, and
natural resources. The bill contains an emergency clause, to go into effect immediately
upon passing.
HB 1173 requires the Department of
Environmental Quality to establish a Vir-

District 99 Del. Margaret Ransone’s HB
650 to exempt persons older than 44 from
having to pass a boating safety education
course to operate a motorboat passed a House
vote unopposed. Its sister bill, Stuart’s SB 52,
was defeated in committee on January 30.
Del. Ransone’s HB 1092 to prevent localities from exercising eminent domain to condemn privately leased riparian and general
oyster planting grounds was passed unopposed by the House. Its sister bill, Sen. Stuart’s SB 603, previously passed the Senate
unopposed and was referred to the House
committee on agriculture, Chesapeake, and
natural resources.

Del. Ransone also has requested an amendment to the House version of the proposed
budget to give $60,000 this year and $60,000
next year to the Northern Neck Technical
Center to hire a full-time career counselor.
The House appropriations and Senate
ﬁnance committees, which handle budget
amendments, have until Sunday, February
16, to act on budget bills, and each house has
until February 20 to act on its bill.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Speckled trout fish kills
caused by frigid water
by Larry Chowning
H A RT F I E L D — P l u n g ing water temperatures have
resulted in thousands of
speckled trout dying in the
Piankatank River, North
River, Ware River, Mobjack
Bay, and the Eastern and
Western branches of the Corrotoman River.
Retired Virginia Institute
of Marine Science (VIMS)
recreational ﬁshery specialist
Jon Lucy said dead speckled
trout have been found in the
Piankatank River from Freeport in Gloucester all the
way to the Twigg Bridge near
Hartﬁeld.
“On the north side of the
Piankatank, large numbers
of dead ﬁsh have been found
ﬂoating and on the bottom in
Wilton and Healy creeks, and
in waters between Stamper’s
Bay Landing and Berkeley
Island,” said Lucy. Dancing
Creek and Fury Creek on the
south bank of the Piankatank
also have dead speckled trout.
“The ﬁsh we found today all
look like they recently died,”
said Lucy on Monday. “Their
eyes are clear and gills pink.”
Former Virginia Marine
Resources
Commission
(VMRC) ofﬁcer Keith Nutthall said the ﬁrst signs of the
ﬁsh kill were discovered last
week on the Eastern Branch
of the Corrotoman River and
have since spread to other
creeks.
He said speckled trout are
ordinarily migratory ﬁsh that
go south in the winter for
warmer water. Over the past
three or four years, however,
mild winters have caused the
specks to stay in Chesapeake
Bay, which proved fatal this
year during one of the area’s
coldest winters in decades.

An avid speckled trout recreational ﬁsherman, Nutthall
said he and a friend caught 54
speckled trout on January 14
at the headwaters of the Eastern Branch of the Corrotoman
River. “We had seven citation
ﬁsh and we kept the ﬁve-ﬁsh
limit that we were entitled to
and released the others.”
Nutthall said speckled trout
ﬁshing has been very productive the past few winters.

Trout stuns

The speckled trout kills
are sometimes referred to as
“trout stuns” because many
of the fish are stunned by the
cold water temperatures and
later die. The fish cannot
tolerate zero-degree nights
and days when the temperature stays in the teens, said
Lucy.
The state of North Carolina
also had a massive speckled
trout stun kill the ﬁrst week in
February, and ofﬁcials there
closed the recreational and
commercial ﬁsheries to give
surviving trout a chance to
spawn in the spring before the
warm weather season opens.
Lucy said many of the ﬁsh
are so chilled they can be
caught in a hand-held landing
net. He also said gill-netters
have been going into Wilton
Creek and catching hundreds
of the ﬁsh.
“I think the ﬁsh need a
break,” he said. “A lot of
people will object to a moratorium but I think a closure
would be the smartest thing
to do to give the surviving
ﬁsh a chance to spawn in the
spring.”
Lucy said he and others will
attend a February 19 meeting
at VMRC and ask the commission to consider a speckled trout harvest closure in
Virginia.

Discoveries Thrift & Consignment Shop
in Wicomico Church
will be reopening on Wednesday, March 5th.
Shop hours will be Wed.-Fri. 11-3 and Sat. 9-1
We’ll accept Spring/Summer consignments starting
Feb. 26th. Call 804-453-9080 or 804-580-3534
for an appointment until we reopen.

DON’T MISS OUR NEW $1 ROOM!

Let us arrange your
Valentine’s Flowers

The Flower Cart

Budget amendment

White Stone
is looking
for a face-lift
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advocates concerned with increasing numbers of
speckled trout dying in frigid waters plan to ask the
Virginia Marine Resources Commission for a moratorium
in order to preserve and restore the species. These dead
speckled trout were taken from Wilton Creek February
10. Photo by Jon Lucy

For Breaking News in the Northern NeckÊUÊRRecord.com

WHITE STONE—If town
council gets its way, White Stone
will get a revitalization.
The face-lift may not happen
for a few years, but council took
a ﬁrst step last Thursday when
it unanimously directed town
manager Patrick Frere to work
with the Northern Neck Planning District Commission to
submit initial paperwork for a
planning grant.
Planning District Commission director Jerry Davis made a
50-minute presentation on Community Development Block
Grants (CDBC), how to apply
for them, the process of getting
one and what the town can do
with one.
The CDBG program is funded
by Congress and provides communities with resources to
address a wide range of development needs. The CDBG program is one of the longest continuously run programs by the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development. The
CDBG program provides annual
grants on a formula basis to local
government and states.
In recent years, cuts to the
program have made it “a very
competitive and very popular
program,” said Davis.
He estimates the state will
have $9 million this year to allocate for community improvement grants and about half a
million for planning grants.
In White Stone, council has
discussed a need for some
downtown revitalization and had
asked Davis to explain the planning grant process, which can
take up to a year to complete.
The planning grant application process opens in the state
on January 1 each year and is a
“ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve” process,
said Davis. “So now is a good
time to request funds.”
The planning district commission, which serves the counties
of Northumberland, Lancaster,
Richmond and Westmoreland,
has recently helped the town of
Colonial Beach secure a grant
for revitalization.
Councilman David Jones
made a motion to instruct Frere
to work with Davis on a planning grant application and to
start the process for White Stone
to become an afﬁliate member
of the Main Street Program.
Virginia’s Main Street Program offers a range of services
and assistance to communities
interested in revitalizing their
historic commercial districts.
There is no cost to the town to
join.
William Hubbard seconded
the motion, which was approved,
7-0, by Jones, Hubbard, Joe
Sliakis, Jennifer Hodges, Blair
Kenyon, Randy Reeves and
Irving Brittingham.
In other business, council
scheduled its ﬁrst budget work
session for ﬁscal year 2014-15 at
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February
25, in the town hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone.

 



51 Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Income Tax Preparation
David Humphreys, CPA, P.C.

The Agenda
Local Government News
I RV I N G T O N — T h e
Irvington Town Council
will meet tonight at 7:30 p.m.
in the town hall, 235 Steamboat Road.
Town attorney Wes Charlton is expected to present a
draft of the town’s proposed
licensing agreement for use
of the commons. Randal Kipp
will present ideas for use and
development of town property
on Chesapeake Drive.
Council also is expected to
appoint a planning commission
member to the board of zoning
appeals.
HEATHSVILLE—N o rthumberland
supervisors are expected to give a
long-awaited answer tonight,
February 13, on the question of
allowing tourist homes by right
in certain zoning districts.
The meeting will begin at
5 p.m. in the Northumberland
Courts Building, 39 Judicial
Place, Heathsville. Hearings will
begin at 7 p.m.
The tourist home question
was continued until February following a public hearing in November. The proposal
includes restrictions on tourist
homes modeled after those currently used for tourist home conditional use permits.
The board also will conduct
a hearing on a request from
Pritchard and Fallin Properties
LLC owner Merthia Haynie for
authorization to establish a physical therapy center at 765 Northumberland Highway in Callao.

Correction
The new phone number for
the Rappahannock Foundation
for the Arts is 438-5555. The
wrong number was printed last
week.
The RFA ofﬁce is in the Select
Properties of Virginia building,
4513 Irvington Road, Irvington.

51 North Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-436-1040

Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887
Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

20% off

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

Draperies
Cornices
Valances
Shades
Blinds
Shutters
Upholstery

Free Installation

Valentine’s Day
February 14th

Valentine’s Day is just around the
corner and the clock is ticking.
What on earth are you going to get
her? Get her the right Valentine’s gift
and she’ll know she’s the
apple of your eye.
If you’re stumped, we’ve got some
great ideas for you! Our bound-toplease gifts will have her swooning!
All beautifully wrapped!
Expressing your love
is easy at Coffman’s.

In Hartﬁeld
804-776-7766

FYI

River Market

Valentine’s Day
Specials
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ESTATE SALE
SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 15th

9:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m.
t
t
t
t

ANTIQUES
ART
FURS
FURNITURE

t
t
t
t

JEWELRY
8"5&3'03%
TOOLS
)064&)0-%(00%4

424 MOSQUITO BEACH LANE
WHITE STONE
804-436-2882
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Postal service
action may
improve delivery
for newspapers

Donations Now
Being Accepted

A

new directive from the
U.S. Postal Service
headquarters to mail processing plants and local
post offices is expected to
improve newspaper delivery,
according to the National
Newspaper Association
(NNA).
USPS recently sent the
NNA an internal operating
policy intended to stop local
post offices from unnecessarily sending 5-digit containers of newspaper mail to
mail processing plants. The
directive tells local postmasters that newspapers already
prepared for local delivery
should be held at the local
post offices or sent to other
area post offices through
operating “hubs,” many of
them former SCFs, rather
than slowing delivery by
sending them along for processing at distant, merged
plants.
“Transporting these containers of direct 5-digit local
newspapers to upstream
processing center(s) only to
have the processing center
dispatch them back to the
AOs (associate offices)
results in unnecessary
transportation and handling
costs and can lead to service
delays,” the directive stated.
The new statement
resulted from requests by
NNA to USPS in July 2013,
as NNA leadership began
a series of meetings with
the postmaster general and
his senior staff to address
chronic and serious newspaper delivery problems.
“We are heartened that the
Postal Service has explicitly
stated this policy so we can
avoid confusion in local
post offices,” said NNA
president Robert M. Williams Jr. “When we met with
Postmaster General Patrick
Donahoe and his management team, fixing the delivery delays coming from
unnecessary transportation
of our mail was our top priority. We are pleased that the
Postal Service addressed the
problem. We hope now to
get the word out so that our
members can tackle some
of our most vexing problems and we look forward to
working with Donahoe on
other service concerns.”
An outbreak of delivery
delays from unnecessarily transported newspaper
containers stemmed from
a combination of sources,
said NNA postal committee
chairman Max Heath.
“First, a lot of processing
plants that used to handle
our mail closed down,
resulting in new directives
for transportation in the
field. That confused a lot
of postmasters about where
mail should go,” said Heath.
“Second, retirements
of seasoned postmasters
brought in a lot of new
people who were not familiar with our mail and the
new recruits felt they needed
to adhere to USPS policy to
direct more mail to plants—
even when that is superfluous for our local mail,” he
continued.
“Finally, the ogre of
Sarbanes-Oxley compliance
that fell upon USPS thanks
to the 2006 Congress has
made a lot of otherwise very
sensible postal officials
fear they will be sanctioned
unless they do everything
exactly by the book. So we
decided what we needed
to do was make sure ‘the
book’ was written correctly,”
Heath said.
“Direct” containers
include 5-digit, carrierroute, or M5D (merged
5-digit and carrier-route),
the policy explains.
The directive has been
distributed to all USPS area
vice presidents, over the signature of USPS vice president of operations David E.
Williams and Delivery and
Post Office Operations vice
president Edward E. Phelan
Jr. It defines the containers
covered for the local holdout
as 5-digit, carrier route or
Merged 5D-Carrier Route
containers.
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by Bethel-Emmanuel
United Methodist Men
for Upcoming Yard Sales
No Clothes or TV’s Please
Call 462-3446 or 462-5790
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building
Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

United Methodistuen’s Upcomin

Committee members from left are Iris Treakle, Peggy Davis, Suzie Beer, Susan Hudson
and Irene Walker.

Confederate Monument restoration
committee continues hard at work
LANCASTER—The ladies
of the Lancaster Chapter of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) plan to pull out all
the stops in support of their project to restore, repair and conserve
the Confederate monuments in
Lancaster and Northumberland
counties this year.
The monuments were erected
by the Ladies Memorial Association in the early 1870s as a way
to honor and memorialize family
members that served the Confederate States of America. The two,
140-plus-year-old monuments
collectively memorialize more
than 600 men who served from
communities across the lower
Northern Neck.
Each monument is covered
with layers of green and black
corrosion due to atmospheric
pollution and moisture, reported
Susan Hudson. Additionally,
each monument has cracks

which need professional attention.
Once this restoration project
is completed and with routine
maintenance, the goal is that they
are properly preserved so future
generations can visit and honor
the names of the men listed, said
Hudson.
Last year, the monument restoration committee focused on
researching data and restoration
information, she said. Time
was spent coordinating with
county ofﬁcials, other historically focused organizations and
in developing fundraising strategies. Several successful rafﬂe
efforts were held, donations were
received from state and national
UDC clubs and multiple grant
applications were submitted
requesting resources.
However, the chapter still has
a long way to go to cover the restoration cost, continued Hudson.

UDC makes presentations
MONTROSS—At a recent meeting of Fort Lowry Chapter
2695, United Daughters of the Confederacy, Peggy Mothershead
of Montross was presented her Certiﬁcate of Membership by
president Gay H. Packett.
Mothershead’s membership is based upon the service of her
great-great-grandfather Pvt. Littleton Jenkins from Westmoreland County, who served with Co. 2, 111th Regiment, Virginia
Militia, CSA, said Packett.
James V. Hall was posthumously awarded a Military Cross and
a Certiﬁcate for his loyal devotion to duty while serving in France
during World War I. MSA awards committee chairman Edwina
Dawson and secretary Cindy Packett presented the award, which
was received by Packett for her father. Hall was the grandson of
Confederate John Hall of Naylors.
To join the chapter, call 333-6422.

Ferrell recognized with
50-year membership pin
WEST POINT—Woodmen of
The World, West Point Chapter
442, recently held a Membership
Awards Banquet and presented
38 membership pins to its members.
Four of the pins were 50-year
membership pins and the remaining 34 were 25-year membership
pins, reported president Elizabeth
Mills.
Henry Ferrell of Warsaw was
among the 50-year membership
pin recipients and Jean Jenkins
of Saluda was among the 25-year
membership pin recipients.
Although Woodmen of The
World is an insurance company,
each local chapter is a fraternal

From left are Elizabeth
Mills and Henry Ferrell.

group involved in community
service, explained Mills. Chapter
442 serves an eight-county area,
including Lancaster.
Membership is open to anyone
through insurance or ﬁnancial
investment, she said.

Season planning continues
Rappahannock Garden Club board members continue to
establish programs and policies for the upcoming season,
beginning with a meeting at noon on March 13 at Grace
Episcopal Church, 303 South Main Street, Kilmarnock.
From left are (front row) Jenny Boyenga, Anne O’Bryant
and Cathie Ward; (next row) Mary Jacobs, president
Cathie Elliott, Deborah Brooks, Jan Litsinger, Bonnie
Schaschek and Anne Skerrett. Judy Ripley also is a board
member. The year’s theme is “Back to our Roots” and
will feature talks on seeds, pottery, sculpting out of
metal, the medicinal use of native plants and designing
with roots, vegetables and fruits. All are welcome to
attend.

Therefore, the committee is
planning multiple community
outreach and fundraising events
throughout 2014. A letter mailing
campaign will soon be launched
and plans are under way to organize the ﬁrst ever Northern Neck
Southern Food Show in early
spring.
Additionally, the chapter is
interested in hearing from individuals who have relatives listed
on either of the monuments. She
noted they are already aware of
dozens of names from Lancaster
and Northumberland counties
that are missing from the monuments and are interested in correcting that oversight, once the
restoration effort is completed.
To report additional names,
share information regarding relatives from Lancaster or Northumberland counties who fought in
the War Between the States, to
make a donation or assist in the
chapter’s monument restoration
project, contact Hudson at 5801083, or karisma@hughes.net.

A SLOWING ECONOMY HAS RESULTED IN THE DISUNION OF PARTNERS OF
ONE OF THE LARGEST ORIENTAL RUG CORPORATIONS IN THE DC
METROPOLITAN AREA. A MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION OF PERSIAN AND
ORIENTAL RUGS HAS BEEN CONSIGNED TO OUR COMPANY FOR
LIQUIDATION PRECEDING.

65% TO 75% OFF
ENTIRE INVENTORY

PERSIAN AND
ORIENTAL RUGS
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SATURDAY FEB. 22ND, 10 AM - 5 PM
AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

On board to where?
A recent writer asks that
we “get on board” for climate
change. Linking climate change
to human activity is not plausible
without evidence, and the alarmists never bother to provide anything even resembling evidence.
What’s more, there are numerous factors which contradict
their claim.
However, even skeptics will
admit the earth has experienced
climate change. During the past
1.3 million years we’ve had
13 ice ages, average duration
90,000 years, each followed
by a warming intergalactic
period, average duration 10,000
years. Now there’s some serious climate change, and that
only covers the most recent 1.3
million years. The earth is over
4 billion years old. Going just
back just a few million years we
had carbon dioxide levels 10 to
20 times higher than now, and
hardly any SUVs on the road.
Justifying alarm by referring
to the president’s position on
this matter, it would be prudent
to keep in mind that our president also claimed, with great
conﬁdence some 30 times—if
you like your plan you can keep
it! Not once, until after legislation passed did he qualify that
promise. There was also the
president’s insistent claim that
a video invoked plain folks to
bring on the Benghazi catastrophe. Look to the science instead.
The writer goes on to state
that “the debate is settled.” That,
of course, implies the science
is settled, which is never the
case. The claims of a “consen-

sus” have also been thoroughly
debunked, but, in any case, that
wouldn’t matter because science
is not determined by votes.
Some of us hope the followers
of this faulty hypothesis do “get
on board” and go someplace
else, but where can that be? Science knows no boundaries.
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

More gas bagging
In a letter February 6, “Get On
Board Action Train For Climate
Change,” the writer advocated a
“revenue-neutral carbon tax.”
The
writer
did
not
deﬁne”’revenue-neutral
tax,”
but I understand it to mean a tax
change that does not result in an
increase or decrease in total revenues.
It is impossible, even in theory,
to know in advance of a particular
tax change whether it will actually be revenue-neutral for all,
or part of the U.S. economy. The
law of complex systems makes
this so. Thus, the more complex
an economy, the less conﬁdently
can one claim in advance that a
tax change will be revenue-neutral. The energy-production portion of the U.S. economy alone is
exceedingly complex.
Also, tax effects are not limited
to revenues, something the writer
ignored completely.
As for the concept of neutrality
per se, any tax is inherently not
neutral: One person pays, another
receives.
It is useful to keep in mind that
there is no principle—moral or
economic—that justiﬁes what to
tax and at what rate to tax. For
example, do we tax industry-

produced CO2 but not humanproduced CO2 (breathing) and, if
so, on what grounds?
Do we tax at 5% but not at
20% and, if so, on what grounds?
What is taxed, and the rate of
taxation, are necessarily decided
only on arbitrary, unprincipled
grounds. In practice, this means
that politicians will hash these
matters out behind closed doors,
typically with bizarre consequences.
So, when politicians, economists, or PhDs claim in advance
that a new carbon tax will be
revenue neutral, we know they
are gas bagging. My guess is
that a “revenue neutral” carbon
tax would likely have the kind of
wide-ranging, disastrous effects
that Obamacare has had on the
health care industry.
Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Will the board
do the right thing?

Tonight, the Northumberland
board of supervisors may decide
in executive session whether to
adopt a proposed zoning amendment making tourist homes a
“permitted” or “by right” usage
in every residential district.
If they do, tourist homes will
no longer be prohibited in the R-3
and R-4 districts; conditional use
permits for tourist homes will no
longer be required in any residenSnow blues
tial district; there will be no hearPhoto by Hennie McGonegal
ings at which residents can voice
their opposition.
A tourist home is typically a
single-family dwelling operating
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
as a business renting by the day,
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
weekend or other short period to
a continuing stream of transients
having no on-site supervision or
control over what they do, or how
they behave, and who have no
by Robert Mason Jr.
vested interest in preserving the
character of the neighborhood.
I caught myself. Without the proper
up and take her home— pamper her like and I would spend together. They’d stop
The annual dread began to set in as
Recently, I sent each board
including me in things.
introductions that would have been quite a lady. Or, tease her like a tramp?
Valentine’s Day approached. Another
member a report prepared by a
We’d make new friends. We’d be a
a scene. I tried to take my time, but up
I somehow made my way to the door
year was slipping by and I still didn’t
reputable Virginia law ﬁrm whose
couple. We’d be friends and lovers. We
close those “come hither” vibes were
without doing anything stupid I might
have a sweetheart.
only practice is legal research.
wouldn’t need any others.
even stronger.
regret later.
Things were about to change, or so I
The report reveals that, of the 31
After a while we’d drift apart. She’d
What’s a gentleman to do?
I was totally confused when I reached
hoped.
counties in the state which could
say I’m set in my ways. I’m too possesWhen I relaxed and she wrapped those the ofﬁce. I knew I had to shake those
I don’t know why I chose that particube considered recreational or
arms around me, there was no longer
commitment issues if I wanted this to go sive. She’d need more space. She’d leave
lar Thursday afternoon to walk down
vacation destinations attracting
like all the others.
need for words. We turned it all over to
anywhere. Give love a chance. Let love
Main Street to grab a bowl of potato
tourists or transients, not a single
But, meanwhile we’d be happy. I’d
happen. Don’t hold back.
soup at Lee’s Restaurant. Usually when
the senses. Things
one classiﬁes a tourist home or
make it last as long as possible. We could
Act on your feelings.
the hawk’s a biting, I drive, but the sun
were moving fast, or
its equivalent as a permitted use
I
tried
to
carry
on
a
This was the advice I was grow old and gray in each others arms.
was shining and I was feeling lucky—
maybe that was just
across all residential zones.
We could make it work. For her, I could
hearing.
only a week earlier doctors conﬁrmed
my heart beating.
conversation
with
the
Only ﬁve of the 31 counties
change.
I tried to concentrate
I was cancer-free. And this week, for
Her skin was so
even have districts allowing tourThen again, it might just be a Valentine
on the editing tasks piling
some odd reason, potato soup was on the smooth, luxurious to shopkeeper, but I was
ist homes as a permitted usage.
rush. When she wasn’t looking, I snuck
up in my computer. But
Thursday menu instead of the Wednesthe touch. She had
In all other districts both a permit
she is all I could think of. out the door for another bowl of potato
day menu.
all the right curves in preoccupied. I think
and a hearing are required or the
I spent a restless night soup. For some odd reason, Lee’s was
On the way back to the ofﬁce, I fell
all the right places,
use is prohibited.
that’s
when
I
felt
her
serving it on Saturday in addition to
tossing and turning.
in love. It happened just that quick. One
a perfect mix of soft
What is so different about NorCome Friday, I intention- Thursday.
minute I’m slurping soup and the next,
and ﬁrm. She was
massaging my back.
thumberland County that gives
I’d think it over one last time and then
my palms are sweating and I’m making
warming up to me.
ally stayed away. By evethe board cause to consider both
Ruby would be mine—all mine.
ning I was a wreck.
plans to take Ruby home with me—for- She wanted me, I
lifting the prohibition of tourist
My lunch buddies urged me to go for
needed her. I wanted to come out of my
I started rearranging things around the
ever.
homes in any district and exemptit.
jacket and my shoes, but I didn’t want
house to make room for her. I could use
Ruby, the name ﬁts. She had a glow
ing tourist homes from the hearI left Lee’s with a renewed sense of
to appear too forward. The last thing I
the company van on Saturday. I couldn’t
about her.
ing and permit process in every
conﬁdence, determined to overcome my
intended was to offend her.
wait to sweep her off her feet and carry
I was walking along the sidewalk
district?
fears and take Ruby for my own.
As we got more comfortable and
her across the threshold.
at Bay & River Home Decor when
If this could be considered a
But it wasn’t meant to be.
stretched out head-to-head and toe-toWhen I stopped by Bay & River
she caught my eye. I stepped inside to
prudent or right thing to do, why
While I was slurping soup a block
browse and to see if maybe the attraction toe, there was no other place I wanted to Saturday morning, I could tell she had
hasn’t any other Virginia county
go. I knew she was the one for me, my
missed me, too. When we touched, it sent away, someone else was hauling her
was mutual.
done it?
soul-mate.
tingling up our spines—just like the ﬁrst away.
It was. Cupid hit the target
Zoning districts are designed
There she was all reclined leaving
Time was slipping away. I tried to
time.
She was beckoning me. Every time I
to enable different uses to cotown in the back of a dark mini van.
carry on a conversation with the shopPerhaps this was all too sudden.
glanced her way, she was checking me
exist in harmony. A law making
I just knew if I took her home, there
There went my Ruby, my Valentine,
out.
keeper, but I was preoccupied. I think
every house in every residential
Crossing the store in her general direc- that’s when I felt her massaging my back. would be no more late nights at the ofﬁce the chair of my dreams.
district eligible to become a tourfor me. Ruby, waiting and always ready
Another lost love just broke my heart.
tion, I stopped to browse. Trying not to
Thoughts kept running through my
ist home by right can only cause
mind—nighttime thoughts in the middle to hold me, would change everything.
She won’t be the last. The gals over
appear too anxious, I walked right past
disharmony in a neighborhood
of the afternoon.
She would come between me my
at Bay & River say they’ve already got
her.
where it doesn’t belong.
I was so nervous, my knees gave way. I
Should I stay, or should I go now?
friends. They always do. My friends
another by the same model number on
Robert Zimet,
almost plopped in her lap.
Should I take her with me. Just pick her
would come to resent the time Ruby
the way.
Reedville

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

S

unday will mark the centenary of my
only uncle’s birth. His name was Thomas
Francis Sullivan, Jr., and for the almost 63
years that he lived, the Northern Neck was
his favorite place on earth. Although he
never was a full-time resident, coming here
on his vacation, as well as on weekends, was
the highlight of his year.
Uncle Tom was the ﬁfth of eight children, all born in Washington, and all of
whom learned at an early age the way to the
steamboat docks along Maine Avenue, and
the wonderful nautical passage to Colonial
Beach. Time at the beach was their idea of a
preﬁgurement of paradise, a concept inculcated in them by my grandmother, who could
think only of time away in terms of getting
off to the shores of the Potomac.
All of her children went to school in
Washington, and my uncle spent his career
there working in the federal government. He
served in the U.S. Army in the Second World
War, during which he met Alberta Peterson,
whom he married at the end of the war. She
was a native of Pittsburgh, and was happy to

Time at the beach was their
idea of a preﬁgurement of
paradise, a concept inculcated
in them by my grandmother,
who could think only of time
away in terms of getting off to
the shores of the Potomac.
move to Washington, where they lived their
entire married life.
Early in their marriage he introduced her
to the Northern Neck, and she became a
fellow devotee of its charms. Unfortunately,
she missed the panache of both the steamboat
era and the ferry service between Morgantown, Maryland and Potomac Beach in Westmoreland County. Long before the era of fuel
efﬁciency had dawned, Uncle Tom and Aunt
Alberta, who never learned to drive, were
small car enthusiasts, not sport cars by any

means, but good, reliable coupes and sedans,
and they always bought black ones. Their
idea of fun was to come to Colonial Beach,
stay at one of the old hotels along The Front,
and go off driving through the Northern
Neck countryside during the day, and playing Bingo in the evenings. Neither of them
liked frills in any aspects of their lives. They
thrived on simple pleasures.
He was tall, and she was short. She never
traveled anywhere without her pocketbook,
and always wore a hat. He rarely appeared
without a suit and tie. Sadly, they had no
children, but enjoyed watching nieces and
nephews growing up and making their own
lives.
Uncle Tom had a photographic memory.
He could remember any name, face, fact or
visage he ever saw. He was especially proﬁcient on family genealogy and sports history. For anyone in doubt about a matter, he
was the living Wikipedia of his time. He
and my eldest ﬁrst cousin on my father’s
side got to know one other as children, and
remained fast friends all their lives, irrespec-

tive of one’s uncle having married the other’s
sister. As a result, my uncle and cousin, who
were no relation to each other, still were fast
friends.
Thirty-seven years ago while I was teaching in Alabama, I sent Uncle Tom a birthday
card, only to learn from a relative of Alberta’s that he had died three weeks earlier, and
that Alberta herself was critically ill and not
expected to live. Indeed, she died two months
later. Their trips to the Northern Neck had
ended several years earlier, as illness and disability affected both of them. Their two lives
were intertwined to such an all-encompassing extent that imagining one carrying on
without the other was impossible.
Uncle Tom lived a quintessential 20thcentury American life. He served his country in uniform and as a career civilian. He
was always obedient to the laws of the land;
to think of him speeding in a car is a metaphysical impossibility. He was impressive in
appearance, and gentlemanly in demeanor.
He was a small part of “the greatest generation,” but a big part to those who knew him.
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Lancaster Republicans call for Mass Meeting
The Lancaster County
Republican Committee on
January 23 approved an official Call for a Mass Meeting
for all Republicans in the
county at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
February 18, at Chesapeake
Training Center, 51 School
Street, Kilmarnock.
A major purpose of the

Do You Remember?
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YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 12, 1914, issue
of the Virginia Citizen)

lodged on the Maryland shore.
We would state for the information of our
correspondent and the pubic that a Weems’
Fleeton
steamer will continue on the Rappahannock
Mrs. Elias Edwards and daughter, Miss Flor- between Urbanna and Fredericksburg, on
ence, left Wednesday on the steamer for Baltiexactly the same schedule as last year. The
more. Mrs. Edwards will spend some time with arrangement has been interfered with during
her children who are going to school in that
the long freeze on account of heavy ice, but
city. Miss Florence will accept a place as milthe trips will be resumed as soon as the river
liner. We are sorry to lose this charming young opens and the cold weather changes to milder
lady from our social circle, but wish her every temperature.
possible success.
Capt. R. P. Waller, of the schooner Francis
Monaskon
J. Ruth, will leave today for York river to load
J. R. Webb, of Lively, has returned from his
with oysters for the Baltimore market.
trip to Washington.
Miss Daisy Wood will take charge of her
L. Opie Clark, of Lively, has accepted a posischool this week, and Miss Lola Coras, who
tion as clerk for J. E. Blakemore.
has been teaching in her place, will return to
Ramon Dobyns has accepted a position in
the Monumental City, and resume her position, the store of Beane and Towles.
and take charge of her music class again. She
has our best wishes.
0ERGEWXIV'SYVXLSYWI
The recent snow has afforded our young
Mr. and Mrs. M. F. Thomas are gladdened
people quite a lot of pleasure, judging by the
over the arrival of a ﬁne girl.
merry tinkling of the sleigh bells, and a large
Quite an exodus has been going on this
number of them.
winter of our lumber men to King and Queen
Miss Mattie Cookman, of Reedville, spent
county. Among the departures we note, with
from last Friday until Monday with Miss Daisy regret, are H. C. Hall, W. G. Beane, Jr., and W.
Wood, of this place. Miss Mattie is an accomW. Peirce.
plished young lady and is always a welcome
The Second Quarterly Meeting for Lancaster
visitor.
Circuit will be held at Rehoboth church Saturday and Sunday, March 19th and 20th. Rev. J.
Some Steamboat News
T. Whitley, the presiding elder, will preach on
Each boat to Baltimore from Tidewater VirSaturday at 11 a.m. and again on Sunday at the
ginia is crowded with passengers going to the
same hour. A large attendance and good reports
stricken city.
are earnestly desired by the pastor.
The warehouses on Stiff’s wharf, in King
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
George, on the Potomac, were swept across the of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
river by a ﬂoating iceberg a few days ago and
Library)

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone
On February 3, the Rev.
Reginald Rumburg of Carmel
Church in Hague gave the
opening prayer in the House
of Delegates. Rev. Rumburg is
the pastor of my church and it
was an honor to have him along
with members of our congregation in Richmond to start the
week off.
We are working on reforming
Virginia’s Standards of Learning testing system. Virginia,
especially the 99th District,
needs an education system that
provides children the opportunity to succeed in school and
in life, regardless of their background. When the SOL system
was ﬁrst created it set high standards and fostered a developed
sense of accountability in our
education system. However,
over the past several years it
has become clear that several
changes are needed.
HB 930 will reduce the
number of SOLs in grades 3-8
from 22 to 17. This is a 23%
reduction in standardized tests.
It also will require the Virginia
Department of Education to
evaluate the multiple-choice
and memorization aspects of
the current SOLs and move the
assessment system to problem
solving, critical thinking and
application of knowledge. A
high quality education system
is critical to the success of our
young people and I am committed to do all I can to ensure
that our children have the best
education possible.
The following are updates
on pieces of legislation that I
have patroned or that I feel are
important to the 99th District.

Patron Bills
HB 1173, regarding the
Stormwater Management Program, passed the House and is
going over to the Senate.
HB 650, regarding boating safety courses, was heard
before the House agriculture
committee and is being discussed on the House ﬂoor.
HB 1092 protects leased pri-

'SRWXMXYIRXWYVZI]
In order to better represent the citizens of the 99th
District, Del. Margaret Ransone last week released
a survey addressing upcoming legislation regarding
the issue of exploring for oil and natural gas in the
Tidewater area of Virginia.
Del. Ransone urges everyone in the 99th District
to take the survey so she can gauge the constituent
opinion when the issue comes up for a vote.
The link to the survey is Natural Gas Exploration
Survey found at margaretransone.com/.
vate grounds in the water from
the use of eminent domain. The
bill was heard before the House
agriculture committee is headed
to the House ﬂoor.
HB 706 provides that a
member of the General Assembly must represent the interests of the Commonwealth
in a proceeding in which the
constitutionality, legality, or
application of a law established
under legislative authority is
at issue and the Governor and
Attorney General choose not to
defend the law. The bill passed
the House and is headed to the
Senate.
HB 1112 addresses the continued public safety problem of
the newly emerging synthetic
cannabinoids, also known as
spice, research chemicals and
other controlled substances and
increases the penalties for those
substances. This bill unanimously passed through the
appropriations committee and
is headed to the House ﬂoor.

Other bills
HB 1010 would require no
more than 40 hours of classroom instruction for certiﬁcation of an emergency medical
services provider as an emergency medical responder or
emergency medical services
ﬁrst responder and no more
than 80 hours of classroom
instruction for certiﬁcation of
an emergency medical services
provider as an emergency medical technician. This bill was
passed over for the year and will
be heard in 2015.
HB 898 creates a civil pen-

alty for the import, transport,
possession, or resale of untaxed
tobacco products and delineates
the respective penalty for ﬁrst,
second, and third or subsequent
offenses. The bill also speciﬁes
a civil penalty for willful intent
to defraud the Commonwealth
of taxes levied on tobacco products. The bill passed the House
and is headed to the Senate.
HB 1026 requires each registered check casher to make
copies of each item cashed
and the customer’s identiﬁcation document prior to cashing the item. Records for each
transaction are required to be
retained for one year and made
available to law-enforcement
ofﬁcials. A violation of these
requirements is punishable by
a civil penalty not to exceed
$100. The bill passed the
House and is headed to the
Senate.
This week the Chesapeake
Bay Governor’s School students stopped by the ofﬁce
to talk about the importance
of the Governor’s School. I
introduced the Rappahannock
High School AP Government
class on the House ﬂoor. Other
visitors included students and
faculty from Rappahannock
Community College, Virginia
Assisted Living Association,
NASA, Virginia Association
of Counties and United Methodist Women.
Stop by and visit while I am
in Richmond, General Assembly Building, Room 809.
Don’t hesitate to contact the
ofﬁce at 698-1099, or delransone@house.virginia.gov.

Cariens
to address
Democrats
The Northumberland Democratic Party will meet at 6
p.m. Thursday, February 20,
at the Northumberland Public
Library, 7204 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville.
David Cariens will discuss
his upcoming book about
the Virginia Tech massacre
and parents seeking the ‘real
truth’ from their elected and
appointed public leaders, said
chairman Frank Kober. On
March 20, county administrator Kenny Eades will speak.

Mass Meeting is to elect a
new chairman for the county
party, and to elect committee members for the 2014-16
term, reported Carol Dawson.
Anyone interested in running for chairman must
submit a letter of intent to
chairman Joan Blackstone by
5 p.m. Sunday, February 16.
Letters should be addressed
to Blackstone, P.O. Box 532,
White Stone, VA
22578,
or delivered by hand to 40
Oyster Point, White Stone.
The Mass Meeting also
will elect delegates and alternates to the Republican State
Convention June 7 in Roanoke, said Dawson. The purpose of the convention is to
nominate a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate in
the November general election.
The county is entitled to up
to 120 delegates and alternate
delegates to the convention,
she said.
The filing deadline for the
Republican U.S. Senate nomination was February 1. Four
candidates qualified. They

are Edward “Ed” Gillespie of
Alexandria, Anthony “Tony”
DeTora of Fredericksburg,
Wayshak “Shak” Hill of Centreville and Charles “Chuck”
Moss of Nokesville.
To participate in the Mass
Meeting, to become members of the Lancaster County
Republican Committee, or
to be delegates or alternates,
persons must pre-file a form
with treasurer Page Hunt,
stating their intent. An official pre-file form also will be
provided.
The forms must be received
by February 16. Forms
should be addressed to Hunt,
P.O. Box 1215, Kilmarnock,
VA 22482, or delivered by
hand to 4040 Weems Road,
Weems.
Copies of the full call and
the pre-file form are available at rpv.org and va1gop.
org/Calls.asp, or 435-6464.
There is no fee to attend the
Mass Meeting, but there is a
voluntary fee of $35 to attend
the Republican State Convention. Committee membership
dues are $25 annually.

Think Spring!
Register now for
Northern Neck Master Gardeners’
Gardening in the Northern Neck Seminar

RECYCLE
Remember . . .

“Good Beginnings for
Great Gardens”
Saturday, March 29th 8:15 to 3:00

What goes around
comes around.

At the Church of the Nazarene in White Stone
Download registration form at:

www.nnmg.org
or call (804) 580-5694

Rapppahannock Record
We recycle.

C

AROUSEL PHYSICAL THERAPY

Start the Spring 2014 Sport Season Injury-FREE with US!

Do you have past/current injuries or restrictions? Problems/concerns about your
athletic health? Get FREE advice from our PT’s on how to imrpove your performance.
Carousel is performing FREE athletic screenings for athletes grades 8-12.
Thursday, February 20th, 2014 4:00pm - 6:00pm
Saturday, February 22nd, 2014 9:00am - 12:00pm
So, what do you have to Lose? Nothing! This is an aweseome Win/Win offer!
Space is limited, so act now - call to reserve your time!
 )RVINGTON 2D s +ILMARNOCK 6! s 4EL    s 4OLL &REE   

Please Adopt Today!

Delbert is about 2 years
old and weighs 9 lbs.

Daisy is part basset,
about 2 years old
and 35 lbs.

Shiloh is a 4-5 month old
terrier/golden mix. She
weighs about 20 lbs. She
is very shy.
Snoopy is a beagle
and Chihuahua mix.
He weighs about
8 lbs. and is 1 to 2
years old.
Janie is a Brown
Chihuahua mix about
5 years old. She
weighs about 25 lbs.

For adoption information please
call Terrie Dort at 804-577-0256.
Sponsored by Terrie Dort for the Animal Welfare League.
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The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
The State of the Union
address given by the president
is a result of these important
words from our Constitution:
The president “shall from
time to time give to the Congress Information of the State
of the Union, and recommend
to their Consideration such
measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient,”

Senate Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle
It was a little warmer
around Capitol Square last
week and the skies were free
of snow. Inside the Capitol,
legislation was being considered at a quickening pace
as the General Assembly
worked towards crossover,
the halfway mark of the legislative session.
Bills I filed are progressing
through the General Assembly. Two of my bills passed
the Senate last week, SB 421
and SB 302. SB 421 will
help protect our children by
creating
multidisciplinary
child sexual abuse response
teams. SB 302 will help
protect real estate licensees
from indiscriminate accusations of engaging in untrue,
deceptive, or misleading
advertising.
I am also pleased to
report the passage of SB
432 through the Senate. This
bill would increase the protection of livestock owners
from financial loss due to
injury or death of their livestock by dogs.
District 98 Del. M. Keith
Hodges and I teamed up in
the creation of this bill after
the 2012 dog mauling of an
alpaca farm in Essex County.
The mauling resulted in
the death of 13 alpacas and
caused a significant financial setback to the farmer. If
passed, our bill will almost
double the fair market value
compensation rate for livestock.
Last Monday I introduced
Chief Steve Adkins of the
Chickahominy Tribe who
offered the morning’s invocation. The Chickahominy
Tribe is the second largest of
Virginia tribes. Chief Adkins
is a well-known leader and
friend within our community
and his efforts have helped
enlighten Americans on Virginia’s
Native American
Heritage.
If you are down at the General Assembly, stop by Room
314 in the General Assembly
Building and say hello.
With crossover happening,
I urge you to reach out to my
office with your opinions on
any House Bill matters that
you are interested in. Please
do not hesitate to contact me
or my office if we may be of
service to you, 698-7504, or
district04@senate.virginia.
gov.

(Article II, Section 3, Clause
1).
The Ofﬁce of the Historian
in the House of Representatives reminds us that the
address was not always given
in such a manner, but was submitted in writing to members
of Congress as an “Annual
Message.”
Regardless of the manner
in which it is given, the state
of our union affects all of us.
Whether it is the economy and
jobs, military readiness, our
health care system, or other
issues, many folks are aware
of the challenges we face.
While the president mentioned critical areas of focus
and an important word,
“action,” I am disappointed in
the lack of support for simple
policies to help create an environment for growth. Many of
you have already seen negative effects of government
regulations on jobs and health
insurance as a result of Obamacare, and have shared your
stories with me about losing
your health plan or losing
your job as a result of actions
coming from Washington.
Adding more government
regulation and Washington
intervention is not the answer
Americans are looking for.
I will continue to urge Congress to exert its oversight
authority over the Executive
Branch. The president intends
to use his “pen and phone” to

change policies, rather than
working with the deliberative
body of Congress. Our Founding Fathers created three equal
branches of government, and
any president should not take
action that creates an imbalance.
Actions can be taken to
encourage job and economic
growth, including offshore
energy exploration in Virginia. While the president
talked about the importance
of energy policy, his administration continues to block the
energy measure that would
create jobs in Virginia and
bring additional revenue.
Virginia has the potential
to be a leader in offshore oil
and gas production on the East
Coast. A recent study highlights that Virginia stands to
gain 25,000 jobs and billions
in economic activity from
opening the Atlantic Outer
Continental Shelf to oil and
gas development.
Virginia has long expressed
bipartisan support in moving
forward with offshore energy
production. A majority of state
and Congressional ofﬁcials
including Sens. Mark Warner,
Tim Kaine and Gov. Terry
McAuliffe support energy
production in the Atlantic
Ocean. I will continue the
ﬁght for this in Washington
and work in a bipartisan way
to accomplish.
If there’s one area of agree-

ment that I can ﬁnd with the
president: “It is you, our citizens, who make the state of
our union strong.”
The main streets of Virginia’s First District are full of
ideas to get our economy back
on track, and your feedback is
critically important to me as
I serve you. I can be reached
at 202-225-4261, wittman.
house.gov, facebook.com/reprobwittman and twitter.com/
robwittman.
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TRAVELING PIANO TEACHER
Take the worry out of traveling.
Have the teacher come to you!
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Saturday Feb 15th
Cut Loose TRUNK
UNK SHOW
at

We have better things
to do than worry about
the weather.

Browse the entire 2014 Cut
Loose summer collection
and special order your
favorites in any color,
any size you want!
During the show
Take 10% off any in-store Cut Loose item
Drawings for $25 gift certificates at 11:11am and 1:11pm
Decadent refreshments will be served!
6RXWK0DLQ6W.LOPDUQRFN

At Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury,
we know you have better things to do than shoveling
snow or cleaning gutters. Outdoor and indoor
maintenance, landscaping and housekeeping are only
a few of the services RWC residents enjoy — every
day. To learn more about embracing your life at RWC,
g Or,, to arrange
g
visit www.embracelifeatrwc.org.
forr a pe
fo
pers
personal
rsonal tour, call 804-438-4000.

Embrace life on your terms.

Letters policy

Letters on current
events and other
topics of community
interest are welcome.
Please observe the following guidelines:
Do:
s "E AS BRIEF AS POSsible. Keep letters to
300 words or less.
s 3IGN YOUR NAME AND
include your address
and phone number
for veriﬁcation, or
clariﬁcation, even when
emailing the letter.
Do not:
s 7RITE ON PERSONAL
matters.
s 0RAISE OR CONDEMN
private businesses.
s 3END FORM LETTERS
thank you letters, malicious letters, promotional letters, anonymous letters, or letters
addressed to someone
else.
s 3UBMIT MORE THAN
one letter in two consecutive weeks.
All letters are subject
to editing for length,
clarity, or potentially
libelous statements.

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444
www.embracelifeatrwc.org
132 Lancaster Drive
Irvington, Virginia 22480
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Reserve your new home by March 31, 2014.
Then, move in by June 30, 2014 and RWC will waive your ﬁrst month’s residential fee.

