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From left are (front row) 118th Queen Hannah Elizabeth Rogers, 119th Queen Hannah Ellery Kellum, 
Lauren Page James and Emily Ryan Wilmore; (next row) orator Lance Allen Barton, and escorts Justin 
Kyle Lewis, William Chancellor Herbert, William Bradley Smith and Zachary Aaron Coyne. Photo courtesy 
of Yours Truly Photography

KILMARNOCK—Bon Secours 
Virginia Health System and Rappahan-
nock General Hospital (RGH) recently 
announced Bon Secours Virginia’s 
acquisition of RGH and its affiliated 
medical group and foundation would 
close December 31.

RGH will be Bon Secours’ eighth 
hospital in Virginia. The 450 workers 
employed by RGH will remain at the 
hospital as it is acquired by Bon Sec-
ours.

The two health care organizations 
entered into a clinical affiliation agree-
ment in 2011 when a letter of intent 
was signed stating RGH would become 
part of the Bon Secours Virginia Health 
System. Throughout the clinical affili-
ation agreement, RGH remained an 
independent community-based hospi-
tal.

The success of the clinical affiliation 
agreement led to a nonbinding letter of 

intent in 2014, designed to complete 
a transaction pursuant to which RGH 
and its entities would become part 
of the Bon Secours Virginia Health 
System. The approval of the acquisition 
comes as a result of a vote by the hospi-
tal’s board of directors.

“We are pleased to officially extend 
our reach and support to the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula communi-
ties through this acquisition,” said Bon 
Secours Virginia chief executive officer 
Peter J. Bernard. “It is our priority to 
improve access to quality health care 
in this region and expand services for 
these residents, and we will work tire-
lessly until these goals are realized.”

The transition will allow RGH to 
expand its health services, recruit addi-
tional physicians to meet community 
needs, and enhance training opportu-

LANCASTER—In a special orga-
nizational meeting December 15, 
supervisors elected Jason D. Bellows 
to serve as board chairman and Ernest 
W. Palin Jr. as vice chairman for 2015. 
Both received unanimous support in 
5-0 votes.  

Bellows was first elected to the 
board in 2011. He served as vice 
chairman for the past two years.

Palin has been on the board since 
January 2004, serving as chairman 
and vice chairman in past years. 

Both supervisors are employed by 
Lancaster schools.

Top issues facing the board in 2015, 
according to Bellows, include, “Public 
access, continued good relationships 
with the school board in improving 
schools, and an equitable boat tax. 
Jobs and economic development are 
always important issues in Lancaster.”

 After the election of officers, super-
visors adopted a meeting schedule. 
The board will meet the last Thursday 
of each month, with the exception of 
Thursday, November 19, and Monday, 
December 14. Meetings will begin at 
7 p.m.

The board tentatively set a day-long 
retreat for February 28. R. Michael 
Chandler with Virginia Cooperstive 
Extension was invited to develop the 
program.  

By-laws were adopted with no 
changes on a 5-0 vote.

The board also elected:
-

kins to the finance steering commit-
tee.

Social Services board.

the Planning District Commission, 
Virginia Counties Legislative repre-
sentative, Rappahannock River Basin 
Commission and the finance steering 
committee.

to the county planning commission, 
the Historic Resource Commission 
and the Northern Neck/Chesapeake 

KILMARNOCK—Hannah Ellery Kellum of Farnham 
on December 27 was crowned Queen of the Holly Realm 
at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club in Kilmarnock.

Miss Kellum was chosen to serve as the 119th queen 
of the Holly Ball, the Tidewater Foundation’s fundraising 
arm.  Sixteen Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula area 
debutantes were presented at this year’s annual Holly 
Ball.  

Lance Allen Barton of Wicomico Church provided 
an eloquent oration for the gala event and crowned 
Miss Kellum with the traditional crown worn by former 
queens. She succeeds reigning Queen Miss Hannah Eliz-
abeth Rogers of Reedville, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Ray Rogers III of Reedville.        

Miss Kellum is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Gray Barrack Jr. of Farnham and Thomas Ellery Kellum 
of Weems.  She was presented by her father, Mr. Kellum, 
and escorted by William Chancellor Herbert. Miss 
Kellum chose as her attendants, Lauren Page James, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Theodore James IV of 
White Stone, and Miss Emily Ryan Wilmore, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Darren Simms Wilmore of Tappahan-
nock.

Miss James was presented by her father and escorted 

by William Bradley Smith. Miss Wilmore was presented 
by her father and escorted by Zachary Aaron Coyne.

Richard Aubrey Farmar III served as master of cer-
emonies, reported publicity commitee member Amy 
Humphreys.  

Other debutantes presented were Elizabeth Paige 
Augst, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Augst of 
Burgess, presented by her father, escorted by Christian 
Michael Blue; Cameron Elizabeth Brent, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dennis Brent of Weems, presented 
by her father, escorted by Davis Alexander Brent; and 
Katherine Louise Crowther, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Alvin Crowther of Burgess, presented by her 
father, escorted by Matthew Taylor Harris.

Also, Miss Laura Peyton Ellis, the daughter of Mrs. 
Keren Slack Ellis of Tappahannock and Mr. and Mrs. 
Benjamin Baird Ellis Jr. of Champlain, presented by 
Mr. Ellis, escorted by Alexander Robert Balderson; 
Miss Katrina Lynn Gauntt, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Robert Gauntt of Mechanicsville, presented by 
Wilson Lee Throckmorton, escorted by Chandler Thomas 
Foster; and Connor Blaire Haislip, the daughter of Mr. 

From left are (front row) Katherine Leanne Keyser, Laura Emily Smith, Laura Peyton Ellis, Elizabeth 
Paige Augst, Hannah Elias Rennolds and Hannah Ellery Kellum; (next row) Emily Virginia Szyperski, 
Katrina Lynn Gauntt, Emily Ryan Wilmore, Lauren Page James and Kate McGinley Nelson; (next row) 
Cameron Elizabeth Brent, Quinlan McHugh Moore, Connor Blaire Haislip; (next row) Katherine Louise 
Crowther and Kathryn Barclay Mapes.

Miss Hannah Ellery Kellum is 
crowned Queen at the Holly Ball

Lancaster County 
Board of Supervisors
reorganizes for 2015

Jason D. Bellows

Ernest W. Palin Jr.

by Audrey Thomasson

Bay Partnership. 
-

champ to the Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission, emergency ser-
vices director and Northern Neck/
Chesapeake Bay Partnership. 

Bon Secours Virginia to 
complete acquisition of 
Rappahannock General 
Hospital on December 31

HOLLY BALL, continued on page A2

Bon Secours, continued on page A2
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WARSAW—The Northern 
Neck Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District’s six staff members 
and five board members recently 
attended the 2014 Virginia Asso-
ciation of Soil & Water Conser-
vation District annual meeting at 
the Hotel Roanoke.

The meeting offers technical 
and educational training and 
informational updates and other 
resources for directors and staff 
from across the Commonwealth, 
reported  Northern Neck SWCD 

education and public relations 
manager Faye Andrashko.

It also offers an opportunity 
for the 47 districts to exchange 
ideas and inspirations among 
themselves, and to network 
with guests attending from other 
agencies and organizations, all 
in the name of improvements for 
soil and water conservation and 
watershed issues across the state, 
said Andrashko. 

The meeting, with some 500 
staff, directors and guests in 

attendance, featured special 
addresses by Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe, Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation director 
Clyde Cristman and Department 
of Environmental Quality direc-
tor David Paylor. 

Highlights for the Northern 
Neck SWCD were the elec-
tions or retention of board 
members to VASWCD com-
mittees. Northern Neck SWCD 
board chairman Derwin Booker 
of Lancaster County became 

co-chairman of the marketing 
committee. Junius “JC” Berger 
of Richmond County contin-
ues to serve as treasurer of the 
VASWCD Educational Foun-
dation and is also a member of 
the Association’s IT committee. 
Charles “Chip” Jones of West-
moreland County is now chair-
man of the Area III Region of 
the VASWCD board of direc-
tors and is also legislative com-
mittee, fracking sub-committee 
chairman.

and Mrs. David Wayne Haislip 
of Lottsburg, presented by her 
father, escorted by Christopher 
Aaron Rock.

Also, Miss Katherine 
Leanne Keyser, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Mark 
Keyser of Weems, presented 
by her father, escorted by 
Nicholas Frederick Non-
nemacker; Kathryn Barclay 
Mapes, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott Kimes Mapes 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, presented 
by her father, escorted by 
Bradley Connor Marshall; 
and Quinlan McHugh Moore, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Bennett Moore of Del-
taville, presented by her father, 
escorted by Harley Hewes 
Moore.

Also, Kate McGinley 
Nelson, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Arthur 
Nelson of Weems, presented 
by her father, escorted by John 
Talmage DeGaetani; Hannah 
Elias Rennolds, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Sthreshley Rennolds of Tap-
pahannock, presented by her 
father, escorted by Thomas 
Larkin Gross; Laura Emily 
Smith, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger Dale Smith 
of Weems, presented by her 

nities for hospital staff. RGH 
patients who may need care 
from a larger medical facility 
can be transported to one of 
Bon Secours’ hospitals in Rich-
mond.

Prior to signing the clinical 
affiliation agreement, RGH had 
approximately 100 physicians 
on its medical staff. Today, more 
than 150 physicians and special-
ists are part of the RGH team. 
Bon Secours also has expanded 
its services in the region, plac-
ing needed specialists in and 
around the hospital campus, and 
recently established a home care 

agency in the region.
 “Bon Secours is an outstand-

ing nonprofit organization and it 
has been a pleasure to work with 
them while we set clear goals for 
the future of RGH,” said RGH 
chief executive officer James M. 
Holmes Jr. “I think the residents 
in this community will be very 
pleased with the direction that 
Bon Secours will take RGH and 
the stability it will bring to our 
local economy.”

In early January, Bon Secours 
will hold events to officially 
welcome each employee into the 
Bon Secours family.

From left are J.C. Berger, Danny Withers, Joe Thompson, Alex Withers, Sam Johnson, Brandon Dillistin, Faye Andrashko, 
Kathleen Watson, Mary Booker, Kathy Clarke, Derwin Booker, Frank Johnson, Martha Berger and Chip Jones.

Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation
District is well represented at state convention

Holly Ball debutantes
continued from page A1

Bon Secours
continued from page A1

father, escorted by Weston 
Daniel Schomer; and Emily 
Virginia Szyperski, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey 
Michael Szyperski of Irving-
ton, presented by her father, 
escorted by Matthew Musick 
Bowman. 

Ushers were Spencer Fleet 
Crittenden of Hardyville, 
Hunter Hillier Hollingsworth 
of Irvington, Jackson Bowe 
Rogers of Heathsville, Carlyle 
Blake Smith of Kilmarnock 
and Jacob Revere Taft of 
White Stone.

Proceeds from the Holly 
Ball are dispersed by the Tide-
water Foundation to a variety 
of charitable organizations 
supporting education, youth 
and cultural enrichment in the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula, said Humphreys. 
During the last decade, the 
Tidewater Foundation, through 
its philanthropic and steward-
ship initiatives, has contrib-
uted approximately a quarter 
of a million dollars to local 
entities. 

In early 2014, the Tidewater 
Foundation made contribu-
tions to a variety of worthy 
causes, made possible by the 
proceeds of the 118th Holly 
Ball in 2013, she said.

The Rappahannock 
Record in Kilmarnock 

and Southside Sentinel in 
Urbanna will publish Bliss, 
an annual bridal supplement, 
in January and would like 
to include stories from our 
readers about their special 
wedding song.

You may share what song 
you and your spouse chose 
for your first dance and why. 
What made it “your” song? 
Did you take dance lessons 
before the wedding? Was 
it the song the two of you 
heard on your first date? 
Was it the song your parents 
danced to at their reception? 

Tell us about a special 
song that was performed at 
your wedding ceremony and 
why it was chosen.

Share your story in 100 
words or less and send us 
a photo. Please include the 
names of everyone in the 
photo and contact informa-
tion in case we have a ques-
tion. 

Submit your story to 
editor@rapprecord.com, 
or Rappahannock Record, 
P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock 
VA 22482, or bring it by 
the office at 27 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

Share 
your
song
of bliss

 Red Cross responds
The Northumberland 

County Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross on December 
20 assisted a Callao family of 
three after they had lost their 
home to fire.

Volunteers Julia Pritchard 
and Kitty Creeth provided 
accommodations for immedi-
ate housing, food and clothing 
for the family.

NEWS 
BREAKS

 Record closed
The Rappahannock Record 

will be closed December 31 
and January 1 for the New 
Year’s holiday.

The office will reopen at 9 
a.m. Friday, January 2.

Orator Lance Allen Barton crowns Hannah Ellery Kellum  
the 119th Queen of the Holly Realm. At left is the 118th 
Holly Ball Queen, Hannah Elizabeth Rogers. Photo courtesy 
of Yours Truly Photography

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com
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Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett last 
week reported charges against 
five individuals.
Felonies

James T. Thomas, 29, of New-
port News was charged Decem-
ber 17 with felonious assault.

Jason T. Roberts, 31, of 
Gloucester was charged Decem-
ber 19 with felony failure to 
appear in Lancaster General 
District Court.
Misdemeanors

A Weems Road man, 34, 
was charged December 16 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 
31, was charged December 20 
with public drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct.

A Wilson Lane man, 51, was 
charged December 20 with 
domestic assault and battery.

 
Activity Report

December 15: Staff 
received a destruction of prop-
erty report from KC’s Crabs 
& Cues (business sign; $1,500 
loss), and received a motorist’s 
report of a reckless driver in the 
Brookvale-Kilmarnock area (no 
officer in position to attempt to 
intercept); and responded to the 
area of the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge to check 
on the well-being of a motorist 
reported to be in distress (subject 
was gone on arrival). 

December 16: Staff 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Weems Road (arrest 
reported above), to a possible 
drug activity complaint from 
a Poplar Neck Road property 
owner (deputy determined the 
complaint was a civil landlord-
tenant incident), with Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to the 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
(RGH) emergency room when a 
mental health patient attempted 
to take the Northumberland transporting officer’s 
sidearm (the subject, a Westmoreland County resi-
dent, was subdued and later was transported by 
Westmoreland authorities for emergency mental 
health services), and to a domestic disturbance 
(adult siblings) on Wilson Lane; notified the game 
warden of a trespass by hunters complaint on West 
Point Road; received a trespass complaint from a 
resident in the 900 block of Beanes Road (incident 
in Northumberland County; complainant advised 
that the subject left the residence; Northumber-
land authorities were notified of the incident); and 
located in the area of Cralle Court and School Street 
a shoplifting suspect wanted by KPD in an incident 
at Wal-Mart.

December 17:  Staff received a motor-
ist’s report of a vehicle traveling westbound in 
the eastbound lanes between White Stone and 
Kilmarnock (no units in position to attempt to 
intercept); and notified Northumberland author-
ities of a reported fight call in the 5100 block of 
Jessie duPont Highway.

December 18: Staff responded to Weems 
Road to assist a home health nurse gain access 
to a patient’s locked home to check on the well-
being of the patient (no emergency services 
needed), to a fight call on Shore Drive, and to a 
destruction of property complaint in the 1200 
block of Mosquito Point Road (unfounded); 
received a destruction of property report from 
a Shoreline Drive property owner (lawn; $500 
damages), and an annoying telephone calls 
complaint (calls found to originate from a Tap-
pahannock area business); and notified Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
of downed traffic control signs in the area of 
Rappahannock Drive and Blueberry Point 
Road.

December 19:  Staff responded to a domes-
tic disturbance in the 2100 block of Morattico 
Road, to a trespass complaint on Pintail Lane, 
with KPD to Office Park Drive on a report of a 
vehicle running into a building (county building 
inspector notified and responded to check for 
structural damage to the building), with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Clark roads; to the RGH emergency room 
on a report of an assault patient seeking medical 
care, and  with KPD to a fight call in the 400 
block of North Main Street; notified Middlesex 
authorities of a medical emergency call on Tim-
berneck Road; and received a complaint of the 
theft of metal and other items from a Queen-
stown Road property (items located; no theft 
involved). Also, the Lancaster Middle School 
resource officer responded to the Morattico area 

in connection with the recovery 
of a student’s cellphone. 

December 20: Staff 
responded to the area of 
Pinckardsville Road to assist 
Northumberland authorities 
involved in a pursuit from 
the area of Crawfords Corner 
Road (the pursuit continued 
onto Devils Bottom Road; sub-
jects bailed out of the vehicle; 
the driver was apprehended; 
deputies returned to the area 
of Carson Road to assist Nor-
thumberland authorities in 
locating and recovering a bag 
that was thrown from the vehi-
cle during the pursuit), to a citi-
zen’s report of a neighbor’s call 
for assistance for an unknown 
problem (EMS dispatched 
along with a deputy; emer-
gency medical assistance was 
needed), to a traffic complaint 
on Pinckardsville Road (unat-
tended vehicle that was block-
ing the roadway was towed), 
with KPD to a trespass and 
curse and abusive language call 
at a North Main Street business 
(arrest reported above), to the 
White Stone area on a citizen’s 
report of two elderly female 
pedestrians who appeared to 
be in need of assistance (sub-
jects were visiting the area 
from Mathews County when 
their vehicle became disabled; 
family member was contacted 
and took the women home), 
and to a protective order vio-
lation complaint on Woods 
Drive (subject was gone on 
arrival; unable to determine if 
actual violation occurred); and 
checked on the well-being of a 
Josh Lane couple at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed).

December 21: Staff dis-
covered an unsecured door to 
a White Stone area business 
during routine late night build-

ing checks (no criminal incident involved; prop-
erty owner was notified and the business was 
secured); responded to a trespass complaint 
on Buzzards Neck Road, to a larceny of cash 
and unauthorized use of a vehicle complaint in 
White Stone (civil incident), with KPD to a pos-
sible burglary on Wiggins Avenue (no criminal 
incident), and to a possible larceny complaint 
on Twin Branch Road (no criminal incident); 
and received a destruction of property report 
from a Devils Bottom Road resident (window; 
$100 damages), a report of a missing juve-
nile from the 1200 block of Irvington Road 
(14-year-old female was located safely in Essex 
County about 6 hours after the initial complaint 
was made), and a larceny report from the 2800 
block of Regina Road (heat pump; $500 loss). 

Staff also conducted 10 traffic stops, issued three 
summonses, assisted three motorists, handled 
three calls for traffic control, investigated three 
building alarms and logged two inmate transports.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to unrelated traffic crashes on Jessie 
duPont Highway and Office Park Drive, a 
request for lift assistance on Waverly Avenue, 
and a vehicle fire at Main and Church streets.

Kilmarnock VFD also responded with Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department to a pos-
sible chimney fire in the 7800 block of River 
Road and a smoke report on Nuttsville Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins last week reported charges 
against five individuals.
Felonies

Elton T. Cockrell, 32, of Lancaster was 
charged December 20 with felony eluding, 
DUI-second offense in five years, reckless driv-
ing, driving suspended, refusing the breath test, 
failing to drive on the right side of the road and 
failing to obey a traffic sign.

Kirk Lamont Lampkin Jr., 19, of Burgess was 
charged December 21 with breaking and enter-
ing, grand larceny and damaging property.

Keywon M. Gaskins, 19, of Heathsville was 
charged December 22 with breaking and enter-
ing, grand larceny and damaging property.
Misdemeanors

A Reedville man, 20, was charged December 
16 with failing to vaccinate and failing to tag/
license his animals.

A Lancaster woman, 21, was charged Decem-
ber 17 with a capias/attachement of the body for 
testing positive for drugs.

Wishing you and your family all the 
blessings of this sacred season.
At Bon Secours Virginia Health System, our mission is to provide 

good help to those in need. And our physicians are right here in 

the community, doing just that. We’re looking forward to serving 

you and your family in the coming year.

For more information, please visit us at bonsecours.com.

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office is seek-
ing information related to 
missing person Claudine 
Jaquier Gifford, 43.

Gifford is described 
as a white female with 
brown eyes and wavy 
sandy blond hair. She is 
5 feet 4 inches tall and 
weighs 112 pounds.

She was last seen 
around 8:30 p.m. Sunday, 
July 6, leaving the area 
of Windmill Point. At 
the time of her disap-
pearance, she was wear-
ing jeans, sandals and a 
multi-colored tanktop.

Report information on 
this missing person to 
Crime Solvers, 462-7463, 
or directly to the sheriff’s 
office, 462-5111.

Crime Solvers will pay 
a reward up to $1,000 for 
information. You do not 
have to give your name or 
appear in court.

FREDERICKSBURG—
The Sunny Bank Ferry in 
Northumberland County will 
be out of service for approxi-
mately 90 days for mainte-
nance work starting on Tues-
day, January 15.

 In addition, the Merry Point 
Ferry in Lancaster County 
will be out of service for sev-
eral days in February. The pre-
cise dates will be announced 
as soon as they are available.

 “Disrupting ferry service is 
something we always seek to 
avoid. We selected the lowest 

ridership months of the year to 
perform this project to mini-
mize delays for travelers,” said 
David Brown, Northern Neck 
Residency Administrator for 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. “Taking the 
vessels out of the water will 
allow us to inspect them, per-
form necessary maintenance, 
and return them to service 
before spring.”

 The Sunny Bank Ferry on 
Route 644 in Northumberland 
County crosses the Little Wic-
omico River.

 The Merry Point Ferry 
on Route 604 in Lancaster 
County crosses the Western 
Branch of the Corrotoman 
River.

 When the contractor has 
finished maintenance work on 
the Sunny Bank Ferry in Feb-
ruary, the boat will be moved 
to Lancaster to provide ser-
vice on the Merry Point Ferry, 
which has higher ridership, 
said Brown. The vessel serv-
ing as the Merry Point Ferry 
will then undergo mainte-
nance.

KILMARNOCK—A Metro-
cast employee suffered minor 
injuries December 19 when 
a woman crashed her vehicle 
through the front window of 
the MetroCast office at 28 
Office Park Drive, Kilmar-
nock, off South Main Street.

The accident occurred about 
4:30 p.m. when the driver, 
Shirley Strange of Holly Haven 
Road in Weems, stepped on 
the gas pedal instead of the 
brake of her 2006 Toyota Rav 
4, reported Kilmarnock police 
chief Mike Beddell.

No one was seriously hurt, 
said Beddell. The employee 
was transported to Rappahan-
nock General Hospital where 
she was treated for minor inju-
ries and released.

Strange was charged with 
improper control of a vehicle, 
he said.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Claudine J. Gifford

Sunny Bank Ferry work to begin January 15

Woman drives into MetroCast office

Police and emergency units responded December 19 

crashed through the front window.

by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE —The town council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 7, at Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive. 
This is a change from council’s regular meeting date. 

There are no public hearings on the agenda, according to town 
manager Patrick Frere. 

Council will, however, reorganize its committees, including 
appointing new committee chairmen and members. 

Frere also will present an update on a planning and develop-
ment block grant from the Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (DHCD). According to Frere, council will 
consider for approval a list of required certifications associated 
with the block grant.  

Council also will hear committee reports, along with monthly 
police and town manager reports.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will hold its annual organizational meeting at 5 
p.m. Thursday, January 8, at the Old Courthouse, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville.

The board also will hear reports from the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, school superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates and 
county administrator Kenneth Eades.

The Agenda
Local Government News

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701

FYI
River Market

New Menu 
Starting Jan. 5th

Fried Flounder
$14.99

White Stone 435-1725

Lancaster EMS, Kilmar-
nock-Lancaster County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad 

and Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department personnel 
responded to the scene.
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Voices from above
The Nouvelet Chamber Choir, under the direction of Brenda Burtner, presented its 
annual Christmas Concert December 20 and 21 at White Stone UMC. The concert also 
featured accompanist Katherine Shrader on piano and guest violinist Linda Douglas. 
Donations at the performance raised $700 for Interfaith and The Haven Shelter and 
Services. Photo by Renss Greene

IRVINGTON—The Rich-
ard Henry Lee chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revo-
lution met December 15 at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury in Irvington.

The principal speaker was 
W.A. “Bill” Broadus Jr., the 
incumbent president of the 
Virginia Society, Sons of 
the American Revolution, 
reported Bob Denton. 

Broadus described the con-
tributions of Col. William 
Grayson to the Continental 
Army and to the politics of 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. Educated at Oxford, 
Grayson formed a regiment 
known as Grayson’s Regi-
ment in 1777 and subse-

W.A. “Bill” Broadus Jr.

Broadus addresses SAR chapter

Five tables of bridge were in 
play December 9 at the White 
Stone Woman’s Club.

Winners norath/south were 
first, Ilva Doggett and Steve 
Lowe; second, Judy Peifer and 
Ginger Klapp.

Five pairs played the Howell 
December 10 at the White 
Stone Woman’s Club. 

Winners were Judy Peifer 
and Virginia Adair.

K I L M A R N O C K — C a s -
sidy Redmond, 7, and her 
brother Csapreme Redmond, 
13, have been named Youth 
of the Month and Teen of the 
Month for December at the 
Boys and Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck in Kilmar-
nock, according to executive 
director Phillip Mumford.

While Csapreme, a sev-
enth-grader at Lancaster 
Middle School, has been a 
club member for four years, 
this has been Cassidy’s first 
year.  Both were selected 
for excellent behavior and 
being courteous and respect-
ful, said Mumford.Csapreme 
is also a willing volunteer, 
eager to help staff as needed.  

Cassidy says she most 
enjoys the club’s reading pro-
gram and “Power Hour” (for 
finishing her homework). 
One of her goals is to do well 

Siblings earn December 
honors at Boys and Girls Club

Cassidy Redmond Csapreme Redmond

in school and she is proud 
to be chosen Youth of the 
Month because it “can make 
mommy happy,” she said.

At the club, Csapreme is 
involved with the Teen Chef 
program and the Keystone 
Club, a national program 
for club teens that empha-
sizes leadership skills and 
personal development, said 

Mumford. 
For him, Teen of the Month 

recognition means that he has 
been a good member with a 
positive influence on others.  
Active in the school band, his 
personal goal is to become a 
musician, said Csapreme.

Both Cassidy and Csa-
preme attend Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church.

BRIDGE 
RESULTS

Eight pairs played the Howell 
December 18 at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone.

Winners were first, (tie) 
Elaine Weekley and Helen 
Hopton, and Cynthia Birdsall 
and Arden Durham; and third, 
Ilva Doggett and Steve Lowe.

Delivering gifts
Andrea Fricke of Visiting Angels recently presented 
Patricia Laws Christmas gifts for residents and 
participants of the Senior Center at Tartan Village. 
From left are Laws and Fricke. The gifts were collected 
as part of the Angel tree program for seniors, a joint 
initiative of Visiting Angels and Walgreens.

January Special: FREE in-home consultation

Real . Local . Radio

The Weather Phone
443-4400

Sponsored by King’s Cleaning Service

quently became an aide-de-
camp to Gen. George Wash-
ington. 

After the war, Grayson 
practiced law in Prince Wil-
liam County and along with 
Patrick Henry became an 
outspoken “anti-federalist,” 
opposing the principal of 
a big central government. 
Grayson and fellow anti-
federalist William Henry Lee 
were elected to the first U.S. 
Senate.

Broadus also inducted 
chapter officers for the year 
2015 including president 
Dick Fickling, f irst vice pres-
ident Don Smith, second vice 
president Bob Denton, third 
vice president Bob Hedges, 
secretary Stu Kramer and 
treasurer Don Shanklin.

Celebrate the new year with 10 free trees
NEBRASKA CITY, NEB.—

Residents of Virginia can ring 
in the New Year with 10 free 
flowering trees by joining the 
Arbor Day Foundation any 
time during January 2015. 

New members will receive 
two Sargent crabapples, three 
American redbuds, two Wash-
ington hawthorns, and three 
white flowering dogwoods.

The free trees are part of the 
Foundation’s Trees for America 
campaign.

The trees will be shipped 
postpaid at the right time for 
planting, between February 
1 and May 31, with enclosed 
planting instructions. The 6- to 
12-inch tall trees are guaran-
teed to grow or they will be 
replaced free of charge. Mem-

bers also will receive a sub-
scription to Arbor Day and The 
Tree Book.

To become a member of the 
foundation and to receive the 
free trees, send a $10 contri-
bution to Ten Free Flowering 
Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska 
City, NE 68410, by January 31; 
or visit arborday.org/january. 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

A quarter of a century ago I wrote an item 
about retirees moving to the Northern 

Neck not to sit on their front porches or 
to play golf, but rather to take the plunge 
into new ventures. Among the group that I 
described were Jan and Fred Mewhinney. 
Fred had been in the flour industry all of his 
career, but in retirement he turned to real 
estate, obtained his license, and began driv-
ing clients around the area to show proper-
ties. He enjoyed his work, and kept active 
until his death several years ago.

Jan went in a different direction. She 
rented a small storefront on Irvington 
Road across from Tri-Star Supermarket, 
and opened Company’s Coming. In the tiny 
space she had she was able to present a dis-
play of every possible piece of hardware, 
i.e., pots and pans, and software, i.e., fine 
linens, goblets, and the like, that anyone 
would need to host a marvelous event. 

Very quickly Jan’s shop became both a 
gathering place and a subject of dinnertime 
conversation. She was far more than the 
purveyor of merchandise, and acted more as 
the hostess receiving her guests. At dinner 
parties one would hear questions asked as 
to whether a certain glass or napkin, skillet 
or teapot, had come from Jan’s. Often the 

answer was in the affirmative.
Jan loved people, and thrived on the give-

and-take of everyday conversation. She 
had a sardonic wit, which she often used 
in a self-deprecating manner, but she was 
particularly brilliant in type-casting other 
folks, elucidating aspects of their person-
alities that showed how carefully she had 
observed even their most casual habits. 
She spoke slowly, as if enjoying watching 
the anxiety on her listeners’ faces to hear 
her delightful comments. No topics were 
beyond Jan’s lexicon of discussion, and she 
did not take those she considered foolhardy 

in the political realm to be sacrosanct from 
her critiques.

Company’s Coming became an estab-
lished fixture in Kilmarnock, and Jan 
became an observation post for what was 
happening across the lower Northern Neck. 
She thrived on the attention her customers 
gave her, and was happiest knowing that her 
wares were making their entertaining easier 
and more stress free. 

Jan’s shop survived several downturns in 
the economy, but she found being on her 
feet for a long day, and placing orders with 
her providers, all came to be more than she 
wanted to continue, and she sold the busi-
ness. Shortly thereafter the new owners 
closed it. Many folks shared in the regret I 
experienced in seeing Jan’s welcoming face 
no longer in her familiar stand.

All these years later I still use the stain-
less steel tea kettle I bought from her for 
$18, one she said she knew I would like. 
She was correct, and today I see similar 
ones in specialty shops for over twice that 
amount. Jan retired to her home on Divid-
ing Creek as Fred remained out there in his 
gentlemanly way showing home seekers the 
properties that he thought they should find 
ideal for their tastes and budgets. 

In his spare time, Fred put forth a lot of 
effort in trying to see buildings and sites 
of historic significance preserved. He par-
ticularly worried about the future of Kamp’s 
Mill, which he related to his former career 
in the flour business. He truly rejoiced when 
Kendall Acors bought the mill and began 
its restoration. When the Ditchley historic 
marker was hit by a truck, he assumed the 
responsibility to see that VDOT repaired 
and reset it. 

After Fred’s death Jan continued to live 
looking out across the creek, using many of 
the items once in her inventory in her own 
home, gardening, and greeting guests to 
keep abreast of what was happening in the 
community. Jan died in the setting which 
she had made into a remarkable home, and 
has left behind for many folks the memory 
of a significantly memorable Come-Here 
who contributed her time and skills to 
making the Northern Neck in our time the 
wonderful place we know it to be.

Jan Mainch Marthinson Mewhinney, May 
2, 1931 – December 11, 2014. R. I. P.

****
Happy New Year to all who read these 

lines each week!

Very quickly Jan’s shop 
became both a gathering 
place and a subject of din-
nertime conversation. She 
was far more than the pur-
veyor of merchandise, and 
acted more as the hostess 
receiving her guests.

It’s New Year’s resolution time.
I’ve never been real keen on 

promises where the odds are 
stacked against me. Something 
like 8% of all News Year’s reso-
lutions are achieved.

The last commitment I made 
ended in divorce some time ago 
and I’ve made it a point to avoid 
ties that bind.

All kinds of theories exist for 
why resolutions and marriages 
fail.

As far as resolutions go, my 
observation is that most folks 
don’t take them serious. If they 
put more thought into them, 
the success rate might be much 
improved.

The more soul searching you 
do, the more success you are 
going to have. You’ve got to want 
it. Don’t just focus on the goal, 
identify objectives and develop 
strategies to reach your goal.

As far as marriages go, I don’t 
have a clue.

The notion that resolutions 
should remain secret is a formula 
for failure. There is no account-
ability in that approach. 

Friends and family can help 
you achieve your goal if you 
keep them properly informed. 
Use them. Supply them with 
periodic progress reports.

You may wish to adopt a 
formal resolution. 

Here is one I am considering. 
To avoid failure, I’ve included an 
escape clause, or two, which may 
be invoked at anytime.

New Year’s Resolution
So Be It in 2015:
Whereas, I may be over the 

hill, I am not out to pasture,
And whereas, I am a cancer 

survivor;
And whereas, I have been 

given another chance to do right 
by man, nature and God;

And whereas, I choose to live 
a long, healthy and prosperous 
life;

And whereas, I intend to at all 

times be master of myself; 
And whereas, studies suggest 

those with permanent partners or 
spouses tend to live longer than 
single folks;

And whereas, I believe mar-
riage to be a permanent bond 
between a man and a woman;

And whereas, I enjoy the com-
pany of ladies;

Now therefore be it resolved, 
I shall strive to maintain control 
over my weight, health, appear-
ance, temper, mind, mouth, 
thoughts and deeds, as I am able;

Be it further resolved, I shall 
continue to pursue avenues of 
physical fitness, as I am able;

Be it further resolved, I shall 
train vigorously to participate in 
the 2015 Irvington Turkey Trot, 
as I am able;

Be it further resolved, I shall 
more actively seek the compan-
ionship of the opposite sex, as I 
am able; 

Be it further resolved, that 
should the right woman come 
along, I shall consider marriage 
as a viable alternative to a single 
lifestyle, as I am able;

Be it further resolved, I shall 
practice flexibility regarding the 
interpretation of this resolution, 
as I am able;

Be it further resolved, I shall 
rescind any or all related actions 
as deemed necessary, as I am 
able;

Be it further resolved, I shall 
reserve the right to determine, 
define and declare that which 
is meant by, and not limited to, 
“control,” “visit,” “train,” “vigor-
ously,” “participate,” “actively,” 
“seek,” “companionship,” 
“right,” “viable,” “alternative,” 
“flexibility,” “rescind,” “actions” 
and “necessary,” as I am able.

Not withstanding any fidu-
ciary concerns and subsequent 
readings, this resolution shall be 
effectively adopted upon publica-
tion of the same in the Rappah-
annock Record.

But don’t hold me to it.

Focal Point

Swan and Canada geese feed together in Mosquito Creek.

Photo by John Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact 
                                                      from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Isn’t it odd that Democratic 
politicians are outraged when 
many are suggesting that the 
president, the attorney general 
and the mayor of New York 
City have blood on their hands 
in connection with the murder 
of the NYC police officers? 

These politicians are the 
same people who were out-
raged when the Ferguson 
Police Department released 
films of Michael Brown actu-
ally committing a robbery just 
before he was lawfully shot by 
a police officer.

They are the same people 
who claimed that the NYC 
police actions in the death of 
Eric Garner were unlawful and 
demanded actions. These are 
the same people that let dem-
onstrations get out of hand and 
did not want police to inter-
vene. 

They, along with their 
anointed protagonists against 
police officers like Al Sharp-
ton and Jessie Jackson, wanted 
to vilify police officers. They 
are the same people who con-
vened a White House meeting 
with the anointed protagonists 
to announce action to retrain 
police.

They ignited a fire with false 
rhetoric for political gain and 

Criticism stings now when they are the recipi-
ent of criticism they want to 
cry foul. What is really foul is 
their behavior. The politicians 
acted as if they were com-
munity organizers using race 
as their platform.  While it is 
expected behavior by people 
like Al Sharpton and Jessie 
Jackson, it is not acceptable 
behavior by politicians.

I believe the really sad part is 
the politicians used the deaths 
of Michael Brown and Eric 
Garner as cover for their fail-
ures in office. Instead of deal-
ing with societal issues such as 
black school dropout rates, the 
unemployment rates of blacks 
and the generational poverty 
embraced by these politicians, 
they deflected responsibility.   

To say they are responsible 
for murdering the police offi-
cers is false but to say they are 
innocent is likewise false.

Al Hall,
Reedville

At this time of year, it is sad 
when someone loses their lives 
when they are sworn to protect 
and serve.

I express my sincere sym-
pathy and condolences to the 
families of the two police offi-
cers in New York who were 

Regarding 
recent news

brutally killed last week. My 
heart goes out to their families 
and communities.

These murders were that of 
a depraved madman and have 
no place in a civilized soci-
ety. Everyone must condemn 
this act for what it is. The fact 
that some people feel the jury 
got it wrong in the Brown and 
Garner cases is no excuse to 
act in a lawless manner.

Yes, we must continue to 
rally for justice, but we must do 
so in a peaceful manner until 
changes are made. We can’t 
continue to live in the 51st 
state, the state of denial.

Gas prices are at the lowest 
point that they have been in 
many months. This means 
extra money in our pockets. It 
couldn’t have come at a better 
time than this Christmas holi-
day season.

It is interesting that the loud 
outcries condemning our presi-
dent when prices were high 
are conspicuously silent now 
that they are low. I have always 
felt that quarterbacks get too 
much of the credit when the 
team wins and too much of the 
blame when the team loses. 
I feel the same is true of our 
president.

However, for those of us 
who may not have stock and 
can’t feel the benefit of record 

numbers the stock market has 
reached, more money in our 
pockets because of low gas 
prices is a good thing.

So if we blame him when 
prices are high let’s give some 
credit when they are low.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

(Reprints from the December 23, 1904, issue 
of the Virginia Citizen)
Kilmarnock

Rev. F. W. Claybrook is still on the ragged 
edge, but expects to fill his appointments next 
Sunday.

Jimmy Brent, who is engaged with the north-
ern fishing fleet, is home for a day or so.
Ocran

Everett Brown, from near Irvington, has 
moved his family to the late Henry Jefferson’s 
place.

Quite a jolly crowd assembled Tuesday night 
at the home of Capt. G. P. Squires.   The party 
was in honor of the Captain’s northern guests.

Santa will be seen in his room at Wesley 
Chapel Thursday night, December 28.
Westland

W. H. Mitchell was in Baltimore last week 
purchasing Christmas goods. Mr. S. R. Abbott 
was also in that city.

Roany Mitchell left Saturday for Tappahan-
nock, where he will be married in a few days. 
He will make this place his future home.

Mr. Geo. E. Hasting and Miss Edna George, 
of this place, will be married Wednesday night 

during Christmas. Wish much success to the 
young couple, and may the bright light of pros-
perity for ever illuminate their pathways.
Millenbeck

H. I. Kirk, who has been living at Towles 
Point for some time, has moved to Baltimore.  
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk’s many friends hated to part 
with them.

Mrs. A. W. Davis, of Bertrand, was the guest 
of Mrs. W. H. Warren last week.

Dr. Willis Chowning is now the guest of J. E. 
Blakemore, near this place.

Miss Annie L. Davenport, who has been 
teaching school in King George county for 
some time, has returned home to spend Christ-
mas with her father, W. W. Davenport. The latter 
was in Baltimore last week on business.

W. H. Warren is in Baltimore this week on 
business.

T. D. Flicklin has moved to Slabtown, over 
his store. He has with him his two oldest boys, 
T. D. and Lloyd.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
th Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR
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AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

FYI
River Market

New Menu 
Starting Jan. 5th

Crab Cakes
$15.99

White Stone 435-1725

SELF
Crane Service, Inc.

Operated by Herbert Blake “Big Boy”

P.O. Box 12 
Lively, VA 22507 Fax: 804-462-7037

Bay Harbor Medical Center

Vikas Maan, M.D.
The best thing about primary care is the people. 

My patients teach me so much, far more than 

they realize—it’s humbling. I’m also proud of our 

staff. Not just because they are smart and well-

educated, but because they always go the extra 

mile to make our patients feel at home. We take 

pride in knowing who you are and where you 

come from. That’s so important, and that’s why I 

practice with Riverside.
740 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway
Burgess, VA 22432

To select Dr. Maan as your physician, call (804) 453-5466
or visit us online at www.riversideonline.com/maan

Same-Day Appointments. Medicare Patients Welcome.

Watch Dr. Maan explain his 
passion for patient care.

Scan the QR code

Bay Harbor Medical Center

We Know Our Patients

Do you Remember?
This 1956 photo shows the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Drum Corps 
marching along Main Street in Kilmarnock during the Fireman’s Convention. From 
left, Melvin Aycock, Carlton Headley and Milton Webb lead the parade. If anyone can 
identify any of the drummers, please call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn, 296-0930. “Do You Remember?” is a community service of the museum. 

YOUR LETTERS

During this holiday season, 
there have been people pan-
handling money for feeding 
the hungry children outside of a 
busy local business. They had a 
small sign with a website listed 
that didn’t exist.

I doubt that your donated 
money is feeding hungry chil-
dren. The man and woman were 
not local people. When they filled 
out a form at the store, they listed 
an out-of-state phone number. It 
was a few weeks before they were 
found out and told to leave. They 
left, with your money. 

We need to be leery and ask 
for proof of where the money 
is going. If you have money to 
donate, find a church who sup-
ports a local food bank or orga-
nization that really does feed 
hungry children.

It would be stealing if someone 
just reached in and took money 
out of your wallet.  Giving your 
money to unsubstantiated organi-
zations is the same thing. Those 
people are stealing from you 
and not helping the hungry chil-
dren at all. You work too hard for 
your money, and the Bible tells 
us that we are to be stewards of 
our money and to not cast pearls 
before swine.

Your kind Christmas giving 
was in good faith, but remember, 
you gave to strangers unaware, 
not angels unaware.

 I am a giver, but I know to 
whom I’m giving. I will not 
donate to unheard of organi-
zations. I want my money to 
count.  $1 to our local food bank 
would do far more good than in 
a stranger’s pocket. Please don’t 
help thieves.

 More careful screening is 
needed of non-local organiza-
tions and perhaps permits should 
be issued by the police depart-
ment before anyone can ask you 
for money.

If you’re not sure, don’t hand 
over your money.

Shirley Lindberg,
Weems

Beware
and aware

There has been much debate 
regarding the holding of a Con-
stitutional Convention. While I 
can certainly understand want-
ing to fix our broken govern-
ment, it is crucial that everyone 
comes to understand that it is 
not our Constitution that needs 
fixing.

The fault lies with those in 
power who have broken their 
oaths to preserve, protect, and 
defend it.

For 150 years the system of 
checks and balances set forth 
in the Constitution has been 
eroded until we have an out-of-
control, centralized government 
that ignores the law of the land 
and does what it pleases.

The first step toward achiev-
ing this blasphemous end 
occurred with the virtual 
destruction of the individual 
states as having more power 
than the federal government.   

However, it does not need to 
be this way. 

The states’ right to nullifica-
tion still exists in the founding 
documents as they stand. If a 
Constitutional Convention were 
to be held, there is no guaran-
tee that the whole document 
wouldn’t be scrapped alto-
gether. That is what happened 
when the states convened to 
amend The Articles of Confed-
eration.

Furthermore, even if good 
amendments were to be rati-
fied without harming the exist-
ing document, why is there any 
reason to believe that the fed-
eral government will recognize 
and obey the new amendments? 
It certainly doesn’t do so now.

The solution is for the states 
to step up and reclaim their 
authority over the federal.   

Furthermore, we must edu-
cate the voters so that they are 
equipped to elect representa-
tives who may actually take 
their oaths seriously.

Patricia H. Miles,
Port Haywood

Government

What does it mean for Ameri-
cans to “fight for freedom?” 

“Fighting for freedom” is a 
patriotic expression that has 
been applied to every American 
military conflict from the Revo-
lutionary War to the present. A 
recent writer disparaged those 
who fought in Vietnam because 
they fought in a war that was 
not “won.” Those 50,000 names 
on the Vietnam Memorial Wall 
died for something less than 
“fighting for freedom”?

The enduring success of the 
U.S. has been due, in part, to 
its citizens who join our mili-
tary services and take an oath 
to confront our adversaries—
in essence to be willing to lay 
down their lives for their coun-
try. The men and women of our 
armed forces do not pick the 
adversaries. That is what our 
democratically elected leaders 
do, right or wrong.  The soldier, 
sailor, or airman does his or her 
duty as promised.

Criticism of the unresolved 
wars in Korea and Vietnam 
ignore the context of the Cold 
War threat by the Soviet Union 
and the Peoples Republic of 
China at that time. American 
leaders saw the need to take a 
stand against that massive threat 
and make clear to the world that 
the U.S. was willing to “fight 
for freedom”—it’s own and the 
freedom of other nations. Many 
nations took note and adjusted 
their slide towards encroaching 
communist domination. 

Americans who step up to 
serve their country in the armed 
forces put their lives at the dis-
posal of our political leadership. 
As “Monday morning quarter-
backs,” we can often find fault 
with that leadership. But to fault 
the citizens who offer their lives 
on behalf of us all, in the name 
of “fighting for freedom,” is a 
disservice to our country and 
those who defend it.

Bob Weekley,
Lancaster

Fighting 
for freedom

This column is offered as a 
quick reminder to both of us of 
what good manners at this Christ-
mas time would include.

Be grateful for each gift you 
receive…and they will be many.  
Whether it is a diamond necklace 
from a love or a shy smile from 
a bashful child, every good thing 
is something for which to have 
gratitude. If you find yourself 
stumped while thinking of things 
for which to be grateful, begin 
your list with “I am alive this 
day.” And perhaps continue on 
to “I have a voice to sing a carol, 
even if it’s only four notes.”

Show kindness in every situa-
tion, whether it is pleasant or not.  
If the sales person who is taking 
return gifts at the department 
store scowls at you, throw him 
off guard with a smile and say  
“I’ll bet this is not your favorite 
day!”  Or (and this one could also 
go into the gratitude category) if 
Aunt Susan is watching as you 
open an obviously re-gifted pair 
of magenta knee socks, let her 
know you appreciate her fashion 
flair and give her a hug.

Give yourself.  Be aware of 
all that is happening around you 
and give yourself as fully as you 
feel you can, and then a little 
more. Whether it be sharing your 
Christmas dinner with some-
one who is alone, or listening 
patiently as your grandfather tells 
his “when I was a young boy” sto-
ries for the umpteenth time, give 
ungrudgingly. In the first case, it 

Because You Are Polite... 
Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick
will feel good immediately, and 
in the second instance it will feel 
good when you look back and 
sorely miss your grandfather and 
his tales.

And now I wish to thank you, 
kind reader. You have been atten-
tive, encouraging and gener-
ous with your questions.  This 
column has been more fun than 
I ever imagined it would be, 
and I look forward to navigat-

ing through many more man-
ners inquiries in our next year 
together.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and 
space allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 
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Insurance company employees donate to GRASP
On behalf of the Northern Neck Insurance Company employees, Jennifer O. Beuchelt 
and Lori S. Williams recently presented a contribution to the Great Aspirations 
Scholarship Program (GRASP). From left are Beuchelt, GRASP members Paula Buckley, 
Sarah Powell and Bettsy Heggie and Williams. As a holiday tradition, the employees 
nominate and select a charity to receive the annual gift which is provided through a 
fund with River Counties Community Foundation.

Helping Wounded Warriors
From left, Cooperative Helping Hands member Denise 
Sanders presents a donation to Barbara Wesley, 
resource specialist for the Middle Peninsula and the 
Northern Neck, and Kim Tarshis, regional coordinator 
of the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program. Cooperative 
Helping Hands Association is the fundraising organization 
established by the Northern Neck Electric Cooperative 
employees for community projects and support.

The Rappahannock Art 
League recently announced its 
special events for January.

All events take place at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, reported 
communications committee 
member Barbara Pulling. 

Regular gallery hours are 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays. Hours are 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on New Year’s 
Eve, Wednesday, December 
31. The gallery will be closed 
on New Year’s Day, Thursday, 
January 1.

A First Friday Reception 
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. 
January 2. The public will have 
one last look at the items in the 
Holiday Shop before it closes 
on Saturday, January 3, said 
Pulling.

A new exhibit, “You be the 
Judge,” will open Tuesday, Jan-
uary 6, and continue through 
January 31, she said. The view-
ing public will judge the show.  
RAL members will submit 
original works of art in a vari-
ety of mediums. All artwork is 
for sale.  

Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently announced that 
Virginia was selected for two U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) awards to help connect 
producers with school systems statewide.

The awards include a USDA grant for Vir-
ginia’s Farm-to-School program, as well as a 
USDA pilot program to enable Virginia schools 
to purchase locally grown produce for their 
school meal programs.

“By collaborating with partners like the 
USDA, we can increase our momentum toward 
building a new Virginia economy,” said Gov. 
McAuliffe. “These awards will support local 
agriculture economies while helping our efforts 
to bridge the nutritional divide. I’m pleased that 
Virginia communities, schools, families and 
children will benefit from these programs.”

“These USDA awards bring fresh, nutritious 
Virginia products to our students and sup-
port local producers,” said First Lady Dorothy 
McAuliffe. “I look forward to working with the 
Commonwealth Council on Bridging the Nutri-
tional Divide, the Virginia Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services and our other 
partners on these programs that will help solve 
childhood hunger in the Commonwealth.” 
Farm-to-School Conference Grant

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS) was awarded a 
USDA Farm-to-School Conference and Event 
grant of $20,750 for a statewide Farm-to-School 
Conference March 2015. Virginia has embraced 
the farm-to-school effort since 2007, when the 
General Assembly passed a House Joint Reso-
lution requesting partner organizations work 
toward advancing farm-to-school initiatives in 
the Commonwealth. 

This USDA grant provides an opportunity to 
increase the number of Virginia school systems 
incorporating Virginia Grown products into 
school menus, while at the same time encour-
aging reliable, ongoing markets to support Vir-
ginia’s agricultural economy. 

The USDA also awarded a $99,179 Farm-
to-School grant to Appalachian Sustainable 
Development in Abingdon to increase the flow 
of local produce into three school systems in 
southwest Virginia and northeast Tennessee. 
Pulaski County Public Schools will receive a 
$43,415 grant to develop a Farm-to-School ini-
tiative in their district.
Pilot project 

Virginia was one of eight states selected by 
the USDA to participate in the Pilot Project for 
Procurement of Unprocessed Fruits and Veg-
etables, as directed by the Agricultural Act of 
2014. Under the pilot, Virginia school systems 
will be able to increase locally grown fruits and 
vegetables in their school meal programs.

Virginia schools receive approximately $24 
million each year through the USDA’s National 
School Lunch Program, which provides nutri-
tionally balanced, low-cost or free lunches to 
children each school day. This funding alloca-
tion is used to purchase USDA Foods from a 
list of 180 products including fruits, vegetables, 
lean meats, fish, poultry, rice, low fat cheese, 
beans, pasta, flour and other whole grain prod-
ucts. 

The pilot program will allow Virginia to use 
some of the state’s USDA Foods allocation to 
purchase unprocessed fruits and vegetables 
directly, instead of going through the USDA 
Foods program.

MetroCast Communications, 
the video, internet and phone 
provider serving communi-
ties in Maryland and Virginia, 
recently announced a signifi-
cant speed enhancement for 
its residential, broadband high 
speed data (HSD) customers, 
boosting its top downstream 
speed from 50 Mbps to up to 
75 Mbps.

MetroCast has increased its 
top internet speed five times in 
the last six years, and tripled it 
in the last three years. The 75 
Mbps MetroCast offering is 
almost 7 times faster than the 
national average* for down-
stream speeds.

“MetroCast customers now 

have access to Internet speeds 
that are among the fastest avail-
able in our service areas,” said 
Josh Barstow, MetroCast’s vice 
president for advanced ser-
vices. “These speeds will allow 
customers to stream high defi-
nition video content, includ-
ing ‘TV Everywhere,’ on mul-
tiple devices and to enjoy other 
demanding applications that 
require top broadband speeds 
for best performance.”

MetroCast also offers busi-
ness-class fiber products—
including Dedicated Internet 
Access and Point-to-Point—
with high-capacity bandwidth 
and symmetrical speeds up to 
1Gig.
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 BLS training
Rappahannock General Hos-

pital recently announced Basic 
Life Support classes for health 
care providers will be offered at 
8:30 a.m. January 8, 14, 22 and 
29. The classes will last approxi-
mately four hours.

Contact Cathy Myers at 438-
8000 in the staff development 
office to reserve a space. Books 
are available by request. Classes 
are taught by American Heart 
Association instructors.

 Retirees to meet
National Active and Retired 

Federal Employees Associa-
tion Northern Neck Chapter 
1823 will meet at 1 p.m. Janu-

 Old books
The Northumberland Public 

Library’s Ye Olde Book Shoppe, 
7072 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville, is generally open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. 

However, the shop will be 
closed New Year’s Day, Thursday, 
January 1.

RAL posts January events

USDA awards two grants to help
connect Virginia schools and farmers

In 2013, Southern States 
Cooperative and John Deere 
Financial established a schol-
arship fund available to rising 
college sophomores pursuing 
an associate’s with a focus on 
agriculture.

Applications for the 2015 
academic year will be accepted 
through February 13.

Up to five scholarships, in 
the amount of $2,000 each, are 
awarded annually to students 
who demonstrate academic 
excellence, strong individual 
character and significant per-
sonal involvement in agricul-
ture. Following the completion 
of the academic year, scholar-
ship recipients also will receive 
a paid summer internship at a 
Southern States retail or agron-
omy site.

“The scholarship has been a 
great financial help to me while 
attending college,” said Lee 
Moore, a student at North Car-
olina State University. “I also 

look forward to the internship.”
Another benefit is an invi-

tation to attend the annual 
Southern States Management 
Meeting and Product Show in 
September.

“The Southern States meet-
ing and Product show was eye-
opening to me and it showed 
what a great company South-
ern States really was,” said 
Virginia Tech student Holland 
Edwards. “The best part about 
it, I think, was meeting people 
from both the agronomy side 
along with the retail side of the 
business.”

For requirements and appli-
cation forms, visit southern-
states.com/scholarship or 
email scholarship@sscoop.
com. 

Southern States also con-
tinues to fund a traditional 
four-year scholarship program 
through 12 land-grant universi-
ties. Visit southernstates.com/
community/sponsorships.

An RAL Forum at 1 p.m. 
January 26 will feature The 
Virginia Watercolor Society 
Exhibit 2014, said Pulling.

This presentation/discussion 
of painting from the annual 
juried show will highlight the 
32 paintings and 26 award win-
ners, including RAL’s Rose 
Nygaard and Bob Haynes, 
and the six Rappahannock Art 
League members whose work 
was accepted.

All-terrain vehicles have come 
a long way from the original 
three-wheel models and are a 
lot safer to ride. But dealers and 
users remind new owners that 
safety is still every user’s respon-
sibility.

“What we’re seeing for the 
most part is that accidents are 
really going down. People are 
becoming very safety-conscious,” 
said Ron Gibbs, sales manager 
at Honda House in Richmond. 
“Be sure that you have dressed 
safely” for an off-road experi-
ence, he added. “Especially for 
new owners, it’s a brand new unit, 
and these folks are not really used 
to it.” 

A 2014 study of ATV accident 
records by the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety found that 
more than half of all accidents 
occur when alcohol is involved or 
the vehicles are driven on paved 
roads. And more than half of all 
fatalities occurred when the rider 
was not wearing a helmet.

“The most important piece of 
gear you’re going to have is your 
helmet,” said Gibbs. “I think that’s 
extremely important, because 
that’s your head. It’s the only one 
you have, so you want to protect 
it. The goggles obviously go with 
the helmet, then gloves and then 
maybe some high-topped shoes 
or boots, whatever the case may 
be.”

Long sleeves and long pants 
can also help protect a rider, he 
said. 

ATVs are popular on farms 
and in rural areas because they’re 
both useful tools and fun to ride. 

Southern States/John Deere
scholarship applications due

MetroCast boosts internet speeds

BUSINESS BRIEFS

ATV users are reminded
to ride safely this winter

Several larger models allow for 
passengers or more cargo, but 
they still are designed solely for 
off-road use. The tire tread on 
ATV wheels is too aggressive 
for bare pavement and easily can 
cause steering or traction prob-
lems, said Gibbs. 

“I’ve got a 10-acre farm, and 
I’ve got horses and it’s so much 
easier to put a bale of hay on 
the back of that ATV and run it 
down to the pasture,” he said. 
“So that’s huge. ATVs now lend 
themselves to agricultural uses 
where you can put on sprayers or 
plows. There are so many pieces 
of equipment that are available 
for ATVs that make farm work a 
lot easier.” 

Safe riding instructions and 
even courses are available at most 
ATV dealerships, and Gibbs said 
they’re well worth the time. 

“There is a list of rules on 
the ATV itself, and also in the 
owner’s manual. If you adhere to 
those rules and regulations, the 
possibility of becoming injured is 
extremely small.”

 Gas prices
Virginia’s average price for 

regular unleaded gasoline on 
December 29 was $2.20, which 
is a $1.02 lower than last year and 
42 cents lower than last month, a 
cording to AAA Tidewater Vir-
ginia. The Virginia average price 
has dropped for a consecutive 
182 days, beginning the first day 
of July 2014.

Nationwide, AAA estimates 
that drivers are saving more than 
$500 million per day each day 
compared to the highs in both the 
spring and summer. 

ary 6 at Wicomico Episcopal 
Church, 5191 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Wicomico 
Church. Attendees are requested 
to bring a sandwich. Soup will be 
provided. 

Steve Medford, the NARFE 
Virginia Federation of Chapters 
liaison to the Virginia Senators, 
will discuss his liaison activities. 
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Lions Club Looking for Lancaster Teens with Musical Talent
Are you a vocalist or instrumentalist? The Lions Club is providing you with a golden 
opportunity to showcase your talent. Also, you could win your share of $18,000 

in scholarships. Sign up NOW for the local competition being held 
in Kilmarnock on February 15, 2015.

Prepare your presentation now and call David Farley at 436-3648 or 
Bob Reed at 435-0785 for information and applications. 

Do not miss this opportunity to perform and win.

The Rappahannock Commu-
nity College Math and Science 
Club and Environmental Sustain-
ability Committee on February 
11 will host a seminar to dis-
cuss an airborne science mission 
studying the region’s air quality.

The Hampton-based Win-
tertime Investigation of Trans-
port, Emissions and Reactivity 
(WINTER) project will run  from 
February 1 to March 15, reported 
math professor Dr. Tom Mosca.

The National Center for Atmo-
spheric Research, funded by the 
National Science Foundation, 
will use a C-130 research aircraft, 
essentially a flying laboratory, 
to study the variations between 
winter and summer pollution 
sources, and to gain a better 
understanding of how chemi-

College lab on parade
Rappahannock Community College was represented in 
holiday parades at Gloucester, Mathews, Kilmarnock 
and Warsaw by its mobile simulation lab and several 
members of its administration and staff. The lab 
provides training for students in RCC’s health sciences 
programs. From left, at the 36th annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade, are administrative specialist 
Martha Rest, dean of college advancement Cherie Carl 
and administrative assistant Marlene Cralle. 

Members of the Lancaster Pri-
mary School Good News Club 
on December 16 enacted the 
Christmas story.

Club members listened while 
Brenda Hall read the story of 
Christmas from a book that each 
of the students received as a gift, 
reported Gaye Nell Zeb. 

There are 15 members of the 
club and attendance and partici-
pation has been excellent, said 
Zeb. Some 13 members partici-
pated in the program.

Alyza Suttun was presented 
a first-place award for attend-

ing and reciting memory verses. 
Jayden Harris and Dariys Sharp 
each received a second-place 
award.

The group was divided into 
the red, gold and blue teams of 
five members each, explained 
Zeb. The gold team won for 
most lesson review questions 
answered. Team members are 
Evan Muse, Jayden Rich, Keira 
Wheatly, Sophia Delaney and 
Traniell Kelley.

A new session will begin Feb-
ruary 3 and continue through 
March 24.

The sounds and happiness of 
Christmas echoed through the 
Lancashire Convalescent and 
Rehabilitation Center in Kilmar-
nock on December 17 when 
the Northumberland Public 
Library’s home-schooled kids 
group paid a visit.

Several dozen kids and par-
ents from the What If...Wednes-
day (WIW) group joined chil-
dren’s programs coordinator Jan 
Bates to entertain nursing home 
residents.

“Merry Christmas!” Bates 
exclaimed at the beginning of 

the entertainment program. “We 
are part of the What If...Wednes-
day home-school group. We’re 
here today to share some Christ-
mas cheer with you.”

First came the reading aloud 
of “The Night Before Christ-
mas” and many of the residents 
joined in to help tell the familiar 
story. Then the WIW kids per-
formed a medley of Christmas 
songs, beginning with “Silent 
Night.”

At the conclusion of the 
musical performance, the WIW 
group presented residents small 

gifts they had prepared. Some of 
the gifts were distributed during 
the event and others were hand-
delivered to nursing home resi-
dents in their rooms.

“Merry Christmas,” the WIW 
kids said as they waved and 
left the room. Then they visited 
other parts of the nursing home 
to continue their musical perfor-
mance.

“I loved when the residents 
chimed in to help to tell the story 
of ‘The Night Before Christ-
mas.’ It’s a story they knew well 
from childhood,” said Bates.

International juggling cham-
pion Mark Nizer will take center 
stage at Chesapeake Academy at 
2 p.m. January 17 to present a 
combination of original comedy, 
juggling, and entertaining move-
ment, music and technology.  

Nizer’s exploits have landed 
him on MTV and HBO’s Just 
for Laughs as well as performing 
with entertainment icons such as 
Arsenio Hall, Bob Hope, George 
Burns, John Byner, Gladys 
Knight, The Temptations, Johnny 
Mathis, Ray Charles and Barry 
Manilow, reported Beth Clark.

He’s been known to launch a 
handful of ping pong balls some 
20 feet into the air then juggle 
them with his mouth. He makes 
music with a computer gadget 
that enables him to bounce a 
ball on his head to create exotic 
sound effects. Whether juggling 
laser beams at 100 rpms or a 

burning propane tank, a run-
ning electric carving knife and a 
16-pound bowling ball, his act is 
always fresh and wild.

Nizer is the winner of the 
International Juggling Cham-
pionship which recognizes raw 
skill, business acumen, musical-
ity, comedic excellence, show-
manship and all around talent, 
said Clark.  

The show is presented as 
part of Chesapeake Academy’s 
Performing Arts and Lecture 
Series and is free to all, ages 3 
and older. An adult chaperone is 
mandatory.

Reservations are required. 
Contact Hilary Scott at 438-5575 
to make reservations.

The performance is partially 
funded by the Virginia Commis-
sion for the Arts and the Wiley 
Foundation.

Chesapeake Academy’s Parents and Patrons 
Association (CAPPA) is working on a selection 
of after-school activities for students this spring. 
Options under consideration include soccer, 
line dancing, tennis and a collaboration with the 
YMCA.

CAPPA’s purpose is to support the mission of 
the school through volunteerism and fundrais-
ing, according to head of school Deborah Cook. 
All parents of students enrolled at the school are 
encouraged to participate actively.

 CAPPA focuses on teacher appreciation, 
school community building, supporting school 
events with hospitality and volunteers, produc-
ing a school float for the Christmas Parade, run-
ning a school store, and campus beautification, 
said Cook.

Most importantly, CAPPA channels the funds 
it raises to support the overall school program 
each year through Chesapeake Academy’s 
Annual Fund and toward giving a gift to the 
school that meets an identified need. 

In preparation for the January 
12 beginning of spring semester 
classes, Rappahannock Commu-
nity College will be open during 
normal business hours January 5 
through 9. Evening hours will be 
extended to 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
January 8.

An open house will be held 
from 9 a.m. to noon January 10, 
reported public information offi-
cer Tom Martin.  Students who 
need help with registration can 
visit the admissions and records 
office, the counseling center, 
the financial aid office and the 
business office at the Glenns 
Campus, 12745 College Drive, 
Glenns, and Warsaw Campus, 52 
Campus Drive, Warsaw.

The Kilmarnock Center, 447 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
also will be open for registration 
help the week of January 5. Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays. 

Students also may register at 
rappahannock.edu.

Nearly 90 kids and parents on 
December 20 filled the Northum-
berland Public Library for a visit 
with Santa Claus.

The second annual Story and 
Pictures With Santa saw eager 

kids sitting on the library floor as 
they waited for the guest of honor 
to appear. “I love it when we have 
a party and lots of people come,” 
said children’s programs coordi-
nator Jan Bates.

 Discovery Day
Discovery Day will be held 

January 24 at Chesapeake Acad-
emy. Children are invited to 
hear the tale of Elmer by David 
McKee. This humorous tale takes 
children on a journey of self dis-
covery through the eyes of a fan-
ciful elephant.

Related activities will include 
music, geography, drama and art 
activities focused on encouraging 
each learner’s innate sense of self.  
Each participant will leave with 
a copy of the book. To reserve 
a space, call 438-5575, or email 
hscott@chesapeakeacademy.org.

 PALS presentation
Chesapeake Academy will 

present the Virginia Opera per-
formance of  “The Princess and 
the Pea” for ages 3 through grade 
four at 9:30 a.m. January 21. The 
humorous adaptation of the Hans 
Christian Andersen story is pre-
sented with a few modern twists.

This performance supports 
Virginia SOLs. Visit vaopera.org 
for a study guide. To reserve a 
spot for this PALS presentation, 
contact Hilary Scott at 438-5575, 
or hscott@chesapeakeacademy.
org.

College will host
air quality seminar

SCHOOL 
REPORTS

RCC offers 
extended
registration 
assistance 

CAPPA executive committee members, from left, are treasurer Esther Glover, 
secretary Alyssa Fulmer, hospitality co-chair Rosetta Struse, president  Katie Dew, vice 
president Shelly Ritter and Osprey Nest coordinator Betsy Stanley. Other committee 

Souders and Babs Mumma, hospitality co-chair Angela Stanley and past president 
Chris Cammarata.

Parents’ organization plans after-school activities

Mark Nizer to perform
at Chesapeake Academy

Some 13 members of the Lancaster Primary School Good 
News Club participate in the Christmas story.

Club enacts Christmas story
During the reading of “The Night Before Christmas,” children held up related pictures. 
Photo by Don Hirst

Santa visits Northumberland Public Library

Home-schoolers distribute gifts to residents of Lancashire Convalescent and 
Rehabilitation Center.

 Home-schoolers spread Christmas cheer

cals react and are transported 
throughout the region during the 
cold temperatures and decreased 
daylight of winter, explained 
Mosca.

The investigators have offered 
to give a presentation on the sub-

ject to RCC’s students, faculty 
and staff, as well as interested 
community members.

The presentation will be 
offered at 12:25 p.m. in the lec-
ture halls of the Warsaw and 
Glenns campuses.

www.regentpointmarina.com
Marina 804-758-4457     Boatyard 804-758-4747

Free Winter 
Storage!

from 11/15/14 to 4/15/15 
when you order a 

Call for more details!

Climate Controlled Repair Shop  
Full Service ABYC Boatyard 

bottom painting job
at the time of your

winter haul out

Christmas music played in the 
background as the crowd grew. 
Then the kids sang a tribute to 
Santa’s helpers: “I want to Be an 
Elf.” Bates read the book Where 
Oh Where Is Santa Claus? to the 
group, and they followed that 
with chants that ended, “Ho, ho, 
ho. I don’t know.”

More school news
on pages B9-10
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The Red Devils wrestlers 
went 4-1 to finish as the runner-
up among eight teams in the 
Lancaster Duals on December 
20.  

Host Lancaster High School 
beat King & Queen, 60-15, and 
Franklin, 60-21. The Devils 
also defeated Middlesex, 
43-35, in a closer match and 
downed Grafton, 52-30. Tabb 
beat the Devils, 48-30. 

“This young team is starting 
to show a better understanding 
of the basic concepts of  wres-
tling,” said LHS coach Craig 
Oren. “Once the guys get the 
basic concepts down, their 
technique will improve greatly.

“I thought our Franklin 
match was our best match of 
the season so far,” said Oren. 
“A lot of the guys were going 
against bigger and stronger 
wrestlers. They kept their com-
posure and relied on their tech-
nique and conditioning to pull 
out a win.”

Veterans Kenique Stewart 
(152) and Sam Bouis (285) 
both went 5-0 to win gold for 
the Devils, while newcomer 
Sheridan Ford (126) also went 
unbeaten at 3-0. Deandre Wade 
(120) was 4-1 to win a silver 
medal. 

“The team came together 

Tyrell Henderson scored 16 
points to lead three double-
digit scorers December 16 as 
Lancaster whipped Middlesex, 
65-34, in a boys basketball 
game at LHS. 

The varsity Red Devils went 
on a 23-8 run in the second 
quarter to overcome a four-
point deficit and blow the 

game open early. Middlesex 
held Lancaster to only six 
points in the first quarter for 
a 10-6 lead after one, but the 
Devils rallied for 23 points in 
the second to take a 29-18 lead 
into the half. 

The Devils put up another 10 
unanswered points in the third 
and seven in the fourth while 
holding Middlesex to single-
digit scoring in both quarters. 

RayQuawn Ball added 14 
points for Lancaster and James 
Coleman 11. 

The Chargers’ Carlos Mar-
shall scored almost half of 
Middlesex’s total. He finished 
with 15 points. 

Lancaster, which improved 
to 6-2 overall, will travel to 
Washington & Lee to open 
Northern Neck play on Tues-
day, January 6. 

Middlesex got a 19-point effort 
from Emilie Smith in a 69-26 win 
over Lancaster in a varsity girls 
basketball game on December 
17. 

Smith did most of her scor-

ing in the second half when she 
scored nine of the Chargers’ 18 
points in the third quarter. 

Host Middlesex had taken a 
34-11 lead in the first half after 
holding the Lady Devils to five 
points in the opening quarter and 
six in the second. Lancaster didn’t 

break double digits in any quarter. 
Avis Keeling added 12 points 

for Middlesex and Gabby Hop-
kins 10. 

Nia Curry scored eight points 
to lead Lancaster.

The Lady Devils host Wash-
ington & Lee Tuesday, January 6. 

Varsity boys basketball 
Holiday Hoops Invitational
Lancaster 62, Northumberland 60 
Other games, 
Lancaster 65,  Middlesex 34

JV boys basketball 
Holiday Hoops Invitational 
Lancaster 51, Northumberland 34

Varsity girls basketball 
Holiday Hoops Invitational 
Northumberland 47, Lancaster 36
Other games, 
Middlesex 69, Lancaster 26

JV girls basketball 
Holiday Hoops Invitational
Lancaster 29, Northumberland 17

Upcoming Games
Varsity/JV boys 
basketball
(JV game 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
January 5:
West Point at Northumberland 
January 6:
Lancaster at Washington & Lee
Rappahannock at Northumberland 

Varsity/JV girls 
basketball 
January 5:
Northumberland at West Point 
January 6:
Washington & Lee at Lancaster 
Northumberland at Rappahannock

January 8:
Lancaster at Colonial Beach
Essex at Northumberland 
Scholastic bowl
(5:30 p.m.) 
January 7:
Lancaster, Colonial Beach and 
Rappahannock at Northumberland, 
5:30 p.m. 

Wrestling
January 3:
Lancaster at King George, 10 a.m. 
January 7:
Lancaster and Northumberland at 
Mathews Tri, 5 p.m. 

Hosting Red Devils place
second in Lancaster Duals

Lancaster’s Sheridan Ford pins his Middlesex opponent. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Middlesex opponent. Photo by Lisa Hinto-
Valdrighi

Jamie Coates pins his Middlesex opponent. 
Photo by Lisa HInton-Valdrighi

Lancaster’s Kenique Stewart takes down a Middlesex 
opponent. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster’s Will Parker (right) and Middlesex’s Ridge 
Ellis battle heads down for control during the Lancaster 
Duals. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi  

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

really well, which is unusual for 
such a young team,” said Oren. 
“Our leadership from Sam and 
Kenique has given our team 
something to rally behind by the 
example they set on and off the 
mat.

“Sheridan’s hard work and 
dedication in practice is evident 
in his success,” he added. 

Also for LHS, Matthew Pit-
tman (138), LeAnne Nguyen 
(106), Brandon Hill (170), Steven 
Cox (113), Jamie Coates (145) 
and Lane Brocklebank (220) all 
went 3-2. 

Lancaster’s grapplers will 
return to the mat Wednesday, Jan-
uary 7, when they and Northum-
berland head to the Mathews Tri.

Red Devils crush
Chargers, 65-34,
in boys basketball

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Middlesex sinks
Lancaster, 69-26,
in girls basketball

SCOREBOARD

 RFM express
A model train exhibit continues from 10:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. December 31, January 3, 4, 10 
and 11 at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 
504 Main Street, Reedville.

The fee is $5. Children ages 12 and younger 
and members are admitted free.

The Friends of Belle Isle and 
Belle Isle State Park will host a 
New Year’s Eve stargazing event. 

Geoff Chester will lead a tour 
of the skies and present related 
information on amateur astron-
omy, beginning at 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, December 31, at the Amphi-
theater on the park grounds, 1632 
Belle Isle Road, Lancaster, said 
chief ranger of visitor experience 
Katie Shepard.

Chester has been involved 
in astronomy as an amateur for 
over 50 years and profession-
ally for over 30. He works for 
the U.S. Naval Observatory in 
Washington D.C., and was previ-
ously employed by the Einstein 
Planetarium at the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Museum.

“This is your chance to take 
one last look at the star-studded 
skies of 2014,” said Shepard. 
“The moon will be an opening 
act for the evening. As darkness 
falls, the distant planets Uranus 
and Neptune will be visible, as 
well as several bright star clusters, 
and gems like the Orion Nebula.”

Parking is available at the 
camp store. Dress warmly. Cocoa 
and cookies will be provided by 
the Friends of Belle Isle.

Belle Isle State Park staff will 
lead a First Day Hike New Year’s 
Day, January 1. 

Folks may join the guided hike, 
beginning at 11 a.m. at the Visitor 
Center on the park grounds, 1632 
Belle Isle Road, Lancaster, said 
chief ranger of visitor experience 
Katie Shepard. The hike will con-
clude with hot cocoa in the Visi-
tor Center.

Folks also are welcome to pick 
up a trail map and chart a course 
of their own, said Shephard.

Hikers are reminded to dress 
for the weather and wear sturdy 
foot wear.

Similar events will be offered 
at Virginia State Parks through-
out the Commonwealth. The first 
100 participants at each park will 
receive First Day Hike bumper 

stickers. Groups of two or more 
that complete a hike can enter 
to win overnight stays, annual 
passes and special First Day Hike 
hats. 

A First Day Hike photo 
contest will give participants 
more chances for prizes. For 
contest details, visit http://bit.
ly/2015hikes, or call 462-5030. 
Parking is $3 per vehicle. 

There will be a lot of primping and prepping 
going on next week as dog owners and breeders 
prepare to strut their stuff at the Northern Neck 
Kennel Club’s 17th and 18th annual American 
Kennel Club dog show. 

The show takes place Wednesday, January 7, 
and Thursday, January 8, at the Fredericksburg 
Expo and Conference Center, 2371 Carl D Silver 
Parkway, Fredericksburg. 

The show will begin about 9 a.m. with the puppy 
classes and continue throughout the day with each 
breed class, culminating in Best of Breed and Best 
of Show on Thursday.

“Folks can see their favorite AKC breeds and 
they can meet breeds that they may have never 
heard of or seen before,” said show chairman Eliz-
abeth Atkins. 

“Many of the dogs that compete in this show 
go on to compete in the Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show” at Madison Square Garden in New 
York City, said Atkins. “It’s not unusual to see 
the future winner of Westminster compete at our 
shows.”

The NNKC is offering a Dog Show Tour during 
the Thursday event, beginning at 10:30 a.m. Check 

in at the club table to sign up for an opportunity 
to look “behind the scenes” of the show, she said.

Also working the show will be co-chairman 
Elaine Yoder, operation coordinator Gwen Keane 
and NNKC members.

“There will be plenty of shopping opportuni-
ties—everything from dog bowls to grooming 
tools and unique treats,” said Atkins. “Get fashion 
designs embellished with your favorite dog breed.”

The NNKC show days will open five days 
of dog shows with The Greater Fredericksburg 
Kennel Club event January 9-10, and the Char-
lottesville-Albermarle Kennel Club event January 
11. About 1,000 dogs are expected to participate 
in the events. 

Geoff Chester observes the skies with a 26-inch telescope 
at the U.S. Naval Observatory.

Stargazing event to usher in 2015

In case of inclement weather, a 
presentation will take place in the 
Visitor Center Education Room.

Reservations are recom-
mended; call 462-5030. Parking 
is $3 per vehicle.

Dog shows open January 7
by Audrey Thomasson

First Day Hike slated January 1

SPORTS SHORT

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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CUSTOM BUILT 42ft FIBERGLASS SPORT FISHING 
BOAT. Built by PROVINCIAL in PEI, Canada. 
CATERPILLAR diesel FURUNO electronics. 

FOR SALE

Asking $179,000. 

Sponsored by:

John H. Mecke, a REALTOR ready to

“Serve your Real Estate Needs on the Northern Neck”
804-577-0363 or 804-438-9893

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – January 2015

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

 

Fri. 1/2

Sat. 1/3

Sun. 1/4

Mon. 1/5

Tue. 1/6

Wed. 1/7

Thu. 1/8

Fri. 1/9

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:58
Moonset 4:47
Moonrise 3:14

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:59
Moonset 5:42
Moonrise 4:04

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:00
Moonset 6:32
Moonrise 4:57

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:01
Moonset 7:18
Moonrise 5:51

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:02
Moonset 7:58
Moonrise 6:46

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:03
Moonset 8:35
Moonrise 7:41

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:03
Moonset 9:09
Moonrise 8:36

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:04
Moonset 9:41
Moonrise 9:31

Low 5:36 -0.2’
High 11:39 1.3’
Low 6:18 -0.2’
High  11:56 1.1

Low 6:16 -0.2’
High 12:16 1.3’
Low 6:56 -0.1’

High 12:35 1.1’
Low 6:57 -0.1’
High 12:52 1.2’
Low 7:32 -0.1’

High 1:13 1.1’
Low 7:37 0.0’
High 1:28 1.1’
Low 8:09 0.0’

Low 2:33 -0.2’
High 8:46 1.3’
Low 3:28 -0.1’
High 9:05 1.1

Low 3:23 -0.2’
High 9:35 1.3’
Low 4:15 -0.2’
High 9:52 1.1

Low 4:10 -0.2’
High 10:19 1.3’
Low 4:59 -0.2’
High  10:36 1.1

Low 4:54 -0.2’
High 11:00 1.3’
Low 5:40 -0.2’
High  11:17 1.1

Follow Rt. 3 to Rt. 200 in White Stone
Call 804-435-6660

Open Monday thru Friday 7:30-5:30 
& Drop off Saturday 7:30-10:00

A world of service 
for your car & you.

Auto/Marine machine 
shop on premises

Patrick McKenney, the son of 
Michael and Almeda McKen-
ney of Callao, received his Eagle 
Scout Award in a ceremony at 
Henderson United Methodist 
Church on November 23.  

McKenney is a member of 
Boy Scout Troop 250, sponsored 
by the Northumberland Family 
YMCA, reported Scoutmaster 
Bob Parker.

A sophomore at Northum-
berland High School, McKen-
ney he is a member of the cross 
country and academic teams, as 
well as the Beta Club. He attends 
the Chesapeake Bay Governor’s 
School and plays saxophone 
in the Northumberland High 
School Marching Band.  

McKenney’s scouting accom-
plishments include 29 merit 
badges, 81 nights camping, 115 
miles hiking and over 80 hours 
of community service. He also 

The Northern Neck Anglers 
Club (NNAC) 2014 season 
finale, the Bonus Rockfish Tour-
nament, was held November 29 
through December 7. The tour-
nament was sponsored by South-
easter Marine.

“Unfortunately, the weather 
failed to cooperate during the 
tournament with Small Craft 
Advisories canceling seven of 
the nine scheduled tournament 
days,” said club secretary Mark 
Roy. “However, members were 
able to catch and weigh in win-
ning fish during the two fishable 
days.”

Winners were Ed Fortunato, 
December 5, 13 pounds, 8 
ounces; Tom Smith, December 
1, 12 pounds, 8 ounces; Leroy 
Bussells, December 5, 8 pounds, 
3 ounces; Stuart McKenzie, 
December 5, 7 pounds, 13 ounces; 
Wade Dickerson, December 5, 5 
pounds, 10 ounces; and Emmett 
Boyd, December 5, 5 pounds, 8 
ounces.

Best of Species
Topping the “Best of Species” 

winners list for the season was 
Jerry Rushing, with a 32 pound, 
1 ounce rockfish caught May 3 
during the Trophy Rockfish Tour-
nament.

Other tournament species 
winners were bluefish, Paulette 
O’Connor; croaker and spot, 
Jay Straughton; flounder, Evan 
Gregg; Spanish mackerel, Smith; 
and speckled trout, Jan Jamron.

All awards were based on tour-
nament results with no citation 
fish reported by club members 
during the tournament season, 
said Roy. There were no tourna-
ment entries for puppy drum.

Angler of the Year
Jamrog is the 2014 NNAC 

“Angler of the Year,” said Roy. 

Frank Schaff of the Northern 
Neck Audubon Society (NNAS) 
will conduct a bird walk at 1 p.m. 
January 12 at Hughlett Point Nat-
ural Area Preserve, near the end 
of Balls Neck Road.

Carpools will leave Grace 
Episcopal Church, 303 South 
Main Street, Kilmarnock, at 
12:45 p.m. Folks also may meet 
at the preserve.

This preserve is on a peninsula 
jutting into the Chesapeake Bay 
and offers a wonderful opportu-
nity for viewing birds and wild-
life as it includes coastal forest, 
shrub, salt marsh, and sandy 
beach habitats, reported publicity 
chairman Maggie Gerdts. 

The viewing platform offers 
spectacular views of the salt 
marsh and sandy beach along the 
bay, said Gerdts.  If time permits, 
the group will continue on to 
Dameron Marsh, another Natural 
Area Preserve.

Possible sightings include bald 
eagles, scaups, long-tailed ducks, 
canvasbacks, loons, grebes, gold-
eneyes, surf scoters, gannets, 
wigeons, tundra swans, ruddy 
ducks, buffleheads, mergansers 
and terns, she said.

 There will be several pairs of 
loaner binoculars available. To 
register, call Frank Schaff at 462-
0084.   

Ladies League
For the week of December 

15, The Corner had high 3 
game set, 1213. They took 2 of 
the 3 games from D & L. Kathy 
Taylor rolled a 120 game and 
a 303 set. Debi Berry tallied 
games of 112, 104 and 111 
for a 327 set.  Betty Evans had 
games of 106, 109 and 106 and 
a 321 set.

D & L’s Terry Stillman rolled 
games of 116, 102 and 109 for 
a 327 set. Beverley Benson tal-
lied a 107 game.

Yeatman’s won 2 of the 3 
games from R. P. Waller. Val 
Crosbie had a 111 game.  Mary 
York rolled games of 100 
and 116 and a 313 set. Alma 
George tallied the high game, 
128 and a 318 set.

R. P. Waller’s Ola Rae Nash 
had a 101 game. Ann New-
some rolled a 117 game and a 
300 set.

Express Auto took 2 of the 
3 games from NN Ace Hard-
ware. Vicki White tallied a 102 
game. Marie Piccard rolled 
games of 101 and 127 for a 
322 set. Sandra Evans had a 
102 game.

NN Ace Hardware’s Kara 
George rolled high set, 342, 
which included games of 102, 
119 and 121. Cathy Hoskins 
rolled a 103 game. Shona 
Pacheco tallied a 117 game.

All games are played 
at Evans Bowling Center, 
Kilmarnock. 

King Carter
King Carter Golf Club men’s 

play day winners for December 
17 were first, (tie) Wayne Graves, 
Ron Carey, Steve Craig and Dave 
Ruble.

Winners for December 19 
were first, Carroll Craig; second, 
Skip Driggs; and third, (tie) 
Bruce Adams and Graves.

Quinton Oaks
The Quinton Oaks Senior 

Men’s League first flight winners 
for December 16 were first, Bob 
Merkle; and second, (tie) Bobby 
Albrite and Jim Griggs.

Second flight winners were 
first, Gary Gill; second,Tony Dis-
ciullo; and third, Dick Conley. 

Winners for December 23 
were first, Chuck Dunnington; 
second, Stan Rembisz; and third 
(tie) Steve Balsam and Ray Jones.

Prize express
Rappahannock River Railroader president Varley Wrick 

winner John Patterson.  From left are Wrick and Autumn, 
Drew and John Patterson. The presentation took place 
at the December open house at the club’s headquarters 
in Deltaville.

Rockin’ the limit
From left, Bruce McMillan and Jim Schmidt caught their 

a-Long Charters. 

SAR recognizes Eagle Scouts
The Sons of the American Revolution Richard Henry Lee Chapter recently awarded 

Scouts age 18 and younger are eligible to compete for an annual SAR scholarship. The 
chapter will assist any Eagle Scout from the area who desires to enter the competition.

Winter catch
Steve Morris, David Preddy and Mike Perry caught the 

Rappahannock River with Capt. Bob Reed of Bob-a-
Long Charters. 

BOWLING 
RESULTS

CLUB GOLF

Anglers club season concludes

Jan Jamrog is the 2014 Northern Neck Anglers Club 
“Angler of the Year.” From left, tournament sponsor 
Heidi Wilkins, owner of Jett’s Hardware in Reedville, 
presents Jamrog the winner’s plaque.

Ed Fortunato displays 

This is Jamrog’s second time 
around having previously won 
the contest in 2012.

The award is based on the 
cumulative results of six club 
tournaments held from May to 
October, he explained. The com-
petition targeted eight different 
saltwater species.

Scoring is based on weight, 
with four points for a first place, 
three for second, two for third, 
and one point for any of the spe-
cifically targeted species entered 
during an NNAC tournament, 
said Roy.

For 2014, Jamrog tallied a 
total of 29 points. He scored 
points in each of the six NNAC 
tournaments. During the tourna-
ment season, Jamrog placed first 
during three separate tourna-
ments for bluefish and speckled 
trout (twice).

completed Boy Scout National 
Youth Leadership Training, 
earned the 50-miler award while 
completing a whitewater canoe 
trip on the New River in 2013, 
and earned the God and Country 
Award as a Cub Scout.

His leadership positions in 
his troop include quartermaster, 
patrol leader, scribe and senior 
patrol leader. For his Eagle Scout 
project, McKenney constructed 
a picnic pavilion at the Lodge 
Landing boat ramp.

For his accomplishments, 
he received the Marine Corps 
League Good Citizen Award, a 
commendation from the Virginia 
Senate and House of Delegates, 
resolutions of recognition from 
the Northumberland County 
Board of Supervisors, The Sons 
of The American Revolution,  
Congressman Robert Wittman, 
Senator Mark Warner, Senator 
Tim Kaine and many others.

After graduation from NHS, 
McKenney plans to study 
plasma engineering.

Eagle Scout
Patrick McKenney

Troop 242 holds Eagle Court
of Honor for Patrick McKenney

Bird walk
slated for
January 12


