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KILMARNOCK—Kilmarnock on November 25 hosted the sixth illumination 
of the town Christmas tree and Steptoe’s District.

The ceremony included a reception in the Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, fol-
lowed by  the lighting of the tree streetside.

“This has become a wonderful tradition for starting our holiday season,” said 
Mae Umphlett, officiating over her first illumination as mayor. She thanked the 
town public works staff for their work year round, hanging the lights and Christ-
mas decorations throughout the town and decorating the tree.

Council member Becky Nunn read a list of banners and hanging baskets donated 
to the town in honor or memory of loved ones. Several new banners and hanging 

Evie Allen, daughter of council member Chris Allen and his wife, Liz, 

tree. 

Kilmarnock hosts sixth
Steptoe’s illumination

by Renss Greene

Turkey Trot flies again
More than 500 runners registered for Irvington’s 15th annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot 
on November 27. Above, runners set off on the two-mile race along King Carter Drive and side 
streets. For more coverage, see page C4. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

The Rappahannock Record will 
publish letters to Santa in the Decem-
ber 18 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record office 
by Wednesday, December 10. If letters 
are written as a class project, teachers 
are urged to submit them by Friday, 
December 5.

Letters should be written with a dark 

pencil or ink and include the child’s 
name, age and hometown. Parents, 
teachers and others are asked to make 
certain the letters are legible. Please 
include the teacher’s first and last 
names with class submissions.

Email letters to mail@rrecord.com, 
send to Rappahannock Record,  P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax 

to 435-2632, or deliver them to the 
Record office at 27 North Main Street. 
There is a delivery slot in the front 
door for after-hours submissions.

The December 18 issue also will 
include holiday greetings from area 
merchants and others. The deadline for 
these advertising messages is Decem-
ber 5.

Letters to Santa due by December 10, or sooner

STEPTOE’S ILLUMINATION, continued on page A2

URBANNA—The evening of 
October 18, 2014, marks a low point 
for Dan Brooks of Urbanna. Brooks 
was on duty as a police officer with 
the Kilmarnock Police Department 
and was exiting his patrol car to check 
on an incident when he was struck by 
a car. 

The impact broke his left leg and 
ankle, broke his right arm, tore the 
muscles of his left shoulder, lacer-
ated his kidneys, and bruised his 
lungs.

He spent five weeks hospitalized at 
VCU Medical Center in Richmond, 
where he underwent three surgeries 
for his leg and one for his arm. He 
was in critical condition for almost 
two weeks.

Brooks came home on Novem-
ber 20, transported by an ambulance 
to his parents’ home just outside of 
Urbanna.

Brooks is a part-time dispatcher 
with the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office, 
and some Middlesex deputies 
escorted him home as a show of fel-
lowship. “He’s one of us,” said Lieu-
tenant Jim Ellis.

Brooks is looking at a long recov-
ery. He’s confined to a wheelchair and 
wears a special boot to keep his ankle 
aligned. He watches history documen-
taries and listens to lectures. He also 
enjoys visits and texts from friends, 
which help keep him from going stir 
crazy sitting around the house.

Asked what he wanted to do most 
when he gets better, Brooks quickly 
replied. “I want to work. I’m ready to 
go back to the ambulance [with the 
Central Middlesex Volunteer Rescue 

Dan Brooks was able to give a thumbs up with his only working limb 
when he came home from the hospital on November 20. Above, 

left, they are Lt. Jim Ellis, Shawn Ward, Sgt. Eric Epperly and Shaun 
Sawyer. Chief bailiff Paige Bishop was also present. Photo by Tom Chillemi

Community rallies to support injured 
town policeman and rescue squad officer

by Tom Chillemi

Squad of Urbanna] and police depart-
ment.”

Brooks has been a member of the 
Central Middlesex Volunteer Rescue 
Squad (CMVRS) for 11 years, and 
is currently the training lieutenant 
through December.

Brooks said he’s grateful for the 
support he’s received. “I appreciate 
everything everybody has been doing. 
It’s helping out a lot.”

Brooks was working part-time as a 
dispatcher and part-time as a Kilmar-

nock police officer so he did not have 
benefits, he said. 

A fundraiser featuring a spaghetti 
dinner and vendor show to help with 
Brooks’ medical expenses will be 
held from 5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
December 6, at the CMVRS building 
at 391-A Hilliard Street in Urbanna. 
The donation is $10 for adults and $5 
for ages 10 and under. 

“Every little bit helps,” Brooks 
said. “It shows you that we live in a 
good community.”



baskets were donated this year, 
including a banner donated by 
the town council in memory of 
recently deceased former coun-
cil member Howard Straughan 
and his wife, Joy.

Winners in the town’s 2014 
commercial holiday lighting 
contest also were announced 
(see page    ). Judging for the 
residential contest will be held 
December 14. To enter, contact 
the town office by Wednesday, 
December 11, 435-1552.

Among upcoming festivi-
ties, the 36th annual Kilmar-
nock Lighted Christmas Parade 
will be held December 12. The 
theme will be “Star Spangled 
Christmas.” The parade along 
Main Street will begin at 7 p.m. 
Pre-parade activities will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. The parade is spon-
sored by Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce.

Banner recognition
Following is the roll of banner 

honorees, including the names 
of those who so honored their 
loved ones:

Steve Bonner and family, in 
honor of Bertha Bonner who 
made many holidays beautiful.

Nancy Hubbard Clark, in 
memory of C. Irwin Clark III 
and Charles W. Hubbard Jr.

Glenn Cockrell, in memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cockrell. 
Family.

Bettie Lee Gaskins, in 
memory of J. Emory Currell. 
The Rappahannock Record. 

Ann Gill, in memory of W. 
Francis Davis. Ann and Sherry.

Carolyn Sanders-Smith, in 
loving memory of our father, 
G.C. Dawson. Danny, Carolyn, 
Helen Marie and Geneva. 

Emerson Gravatt, in honor 
of Dr. Broaddus Gravatt and in 
memory of Mrs. Dimple Gra-
vatt.

Bert Lamberth, in memory 
of Dr. Melvin B. Lamberth, Jr. 
Mrs. Melvin B. Lamberth, Jr. 
and Family.  

Lee’s Restaurant: Gerry, Bill 
and Steve. Given in memory 
of our beloved parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Foster Lee, who taught us 
the importance of faith in God 
and a strong work ethic.

Martha McLaughlin, in 
memory of Tucker McLaughlin.

Carolyn Delano, in memory 
of Charles H. Milton.

Patt Lawler, in memory of 
James and Roslyn Nelson.

Raymond Booth, in memory 
of Garland and Dorothy Lee 
Norris. Raymond and Sharon 
Booth.

Albert and Rebecca Nunn, 
in memory of Michael Tebbs 
Nunn.

Helen L. Quillan, in memory 

of John “ Sandy” Quillan-Helen, 
Gladys and Chase.

Cindy Schools Collins, in 
memory of L.P.Schools Sr., your 
family.

Dr. Curtis H. Smith, in 
memory of Marilyn B. Smith.

Rebecca Nunn, in memory of 
Stuart and Laura Tebbs. Lee and 
Becky.

Carol Fletcher, in memory of 
David Trent. The family.

Carol Fletcher, in memory of 
E.E. and Marie Trent. Children 
and grandchildren. 

Ken Bransford, in memory of 
Ryan Wilcox. Mother and dad.

Julia Lynn Jones, in honor of  
Scotty Jones, from Julia Lynn 
Jones.

Catherine S. Kessler, in honor 
of John A. Kessler, from Cath-
erine S. Kessler and sons.

Genny and Bert Chase, in 
memory of Henri B. Chase Jr. 
and Margaret George Chase, 
from Admiral and Mrs. Henri B. 
Chase III.

Mary Anne Nonnemacker, 
in honor of Joe Nonnemacker, 
from Mary Anne Nonnemacker. 

Pat Shepherd, in honor of 
Will Shepherd, from his loving 
family.

Molly Stephens, in honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Noblett 
Jr., from Molly N. Stephens and 
Sally N. Heyer.

Charlotte Swaffin, in honor of 
Fred H. Swaffin III, from Char-
lotte and the Swaffin family.

Spike and Becky Nunn, in 
memory of Col. and Mrs. Wil-
liam A. Nunn Jr., from Spike and 
Becky Nunn. 

Rev. James C. Bruse, Ann 
Louise Bruse, wife of James C. 
Bruse and mother of Sue Ann 
and the Rev. James C. Bruse, in 
honor of James George Bruse, 
from Rev. James C. Bruse.

Pamela C. and Bill Keen, 
in memory of Elizabeth Rice 
Folger, by Pam and Bill Keen.

Carole B. Shelton, in honor of 
the Shelton Family.

Dr. Jimmie and Joan McK-
enney In memory of Meredith 
McKenney and in honor of 
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RAL
Holiday Gift

Shop

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Studio Gallery
19 N Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Nov 19 - Jan 3
Reception Nov 5, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

FYI
River Market

Book Your
Party

White Stone 435-1725

Mayor Mae Umphlett last 

Steptoe’s illumination
continued from page A1

Margaret McKenney, from Dr. 
Jimmie and Joan McKenney.

Anita Cook, in memory of 
H.R. “Peck” Humphreys Jr. 
From the Humphreys family.

Margaret Gerrity, in honor of 
G. R. Dunton Jr., from Margaret 
Gerrity.

Pat Chenoweth, in honor of 
Mike Chenoweth, with love, 
from Pat.

Suzanne Mercer Bellows, 
in memory of Eugene Garnett 
Mercer Jr. and Frances Smither 
Mercer, from Suzanne Mercer 
Bellows.

Joan Breeding, in honor of 
Tommy and Virginia Lee Sisson, 
presented by their daughter Joan 
Breeding.

Fletcher  and Joyce Brown III, 
in memory of Fletcher Brown 
Jr. and Marion P. Brown (better 
known as Ma), given by Fletcher 
and Joyce Brown.

Anne H. and David Cheek, in 
memory of Ben Hubbard, given 
by Anne and David Cheek.

Anne H. and David Cheek, 
in memory of Frank McGinnes, 
given by Anne and David 
Cheek. 

Sue and Roger Donaldson, in 
honor of Stanley Slate and West-
ern Auto, given by his daughters 
Sherry Slate Lawrence and Sue 
Slate Donaldson.

Suzanne Bellows, in honor 
of John C. Bellows Jr., given by 
Suzanne Mercer Bellows. 

Suzanne Bellows, in honor 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Henry 
Wayman, and Bettie Currell 
Smither Wayman, given by 
Suzanne Mercer Bellows. 

Robert E. Crowther III, in 
memory of Robert E. Crowther 
Jr. and Ruth Mitchell Crowther, 
given by Robert E. Crowther 
III.

Mae and Michael Umphlett, 
in loving memory of Top and 
Emma Mae Purcell, given by 
Mae Umphlett and Tammy 
Crandall and family.

Peggy Davis, in memory 
of Edward J. Davis, mayor of 
Kilmarnock, 1978-2002.

Ann H. Cheek, in memory of 
Paul and Pauline Neff, owners 
of the Ben Franklin in Kilmar-
nock.

Sylvia Saunders, in honor of 
“Miss Millie,” Mildred Jodrey.

Kilmarnock Town Council, in 
honor of Howard R. Straughan 
Jr. and Joy C. Straughan for their 
devotion to Kilmarnock and 
their community.

Tom Saunders, in honor of 
Margaret Ann Saunders by 
Tommy, Sandy and Ann.

Mike Bedell, in honor of 
Henry and Marianne Bedell.
Hanging baskets

Following is a list recognizing 
those who donated to the hang-
ing basket campaign:

Steve Bonner and family, in 
memory of “Windsor Bonner” 
(our little dog that died last May) 
“A little Kilmarnock celebrity to 
everyone that came to Kilmar-
nock Antique Gallery”

Emerson Gravatt, in honor of 
Dr. A. Broaddus Gravatt. 

Burke’s Fine Jewelry: Fred 
and Karen Burk

Sue and Roger Donaldson, 
in memory of Connie Davis 
Booth for her years of business 
in Kilmarnock

Rappahannock Record, in 
memory of J. Emory Currell.

Rappahannock Hang Ups-
Cindy Pittman.

Clark B. Hall.
Jean LeBaron, my gift to the 

Town. (She gave three baskets in 
2013.)

KILMARNOCK—Family and friends of Commonwealth 
Assisted Living at Kilmarnock have been collecting nonperish-
able foods to donate to the Northern Neck Food Bank.

All citizens are asked to help if they are able, said sales and 
marketing director Lara Kelley. 

Donations may be delivered to Commonwealth Assisted 
Living, 460 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, or to the Common-
wealth van Saturday, December 6, at Tri-Star Supermarket, 81 
Irvington Road, Kilmarnock.

Donations of gift cards or cash also will be accepted and used 
to purchase nutritious foods, added Kelley.

kick off the annual food drive.

Food drive continues

If an acquaintance gives 
you a gift and you had 
never before exchanged 
holiday gifts, are you obli-
gated to buy her a gift?

Cathy, White Stone

Dear Cathy, 
The best material gift we can 

receive is one that has been given 
with no expectation or desire of 
receiving something material in 
return; the giver simply wanted 
us to have and enjoy it. 

You are not obligated to recip-
rocate. Whether at Christmas or 
any other time of the year,  a gift-
in-return is not called for unless 
there has been an understanding 
between the two of you that there 
would be an exchange.  Quite 
possibly your acquaintance saw 
an item that said “Cathy” to her, 
and so she bought it for you. An 
attractive thank you card should 
be enough to make everyone feel 
good. 

You have caused me to remem-
ber a dear great aunt who very 
much wanted me to become a 
demure young lady. From time 
to time there would arrive in the 
mail from her a package….stock-
ings, costume jewelry, lipstick…
none of which were very interest-
ing to me at the time. However, 
at my mother’s nudging, I would 
send a note of thanks. 

My great aunt always com-
mented on what a lovely young 
lady I was becoming. And I know 
it was because of the notes, not 
the using of her gifts, because the 
latter were all squirreled away, 

Because You Are Polite... 
Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick
unused, in my dresser drawer. 

Oh, the power of the Thank 
You! 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….LLC. 
You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her and she 
will respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net and 
visit her website at becausey-
ouarepolite.com. RSVP! 
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“A Star Spangled Christmas”

5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Visit with Santa Claus 

at the Old Dawson’s Store

6:00-7:00 p.m. 
“Pre-parade” Fun
Music and “glow” 

in downtown Kilmarnock

7:00 p.m. 
Parade steps out down Main St. 

36th Annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade

December 12, 2014

GRAND MARSHAL: 
Agnes Lee

Like us on Facebook at Kilmarnock, Va Christmas 
Parade & Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce

Sponsored by:

Tri-Star Supermarket
Dominion Virginia Power

Lancaster EDA
Lancaster County

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Since 1981

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Rappahannock Hang Ups 
& Gallery

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2

   NOTICE
CHRISTMAS Framing Cut-Off

Friday, December 12, 2014
We are closing December 20, 2014 

and are Reopening January 22, 2015
Please Plan Ahead

Thank you,
Cindy, Carolyn, Ida

Adventure Travel

From

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

A Gift That Lasts a 
Lifetime... Travel

Perfect for the person that has everything.
Gift Certificates Available

“Come join us -- we’re going places”

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 5 
individuals.

A Heathsville man, 46, was 
charged November 18 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

A Reedville man, 26, was 
charged November 19 with a 
capias to show cause from the 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court for failing to comply 
with a court order.

A Yorktown man, 69, was 
charged November 22 with 
assault and battery.

A Yorktown man, 23, was 
charged November 22 with 
assault and battery.

A Lottsburg man, 26, was 
charged November 29 with 
domestic assault and battery 
and obstruction of justice.

KILMARNOCK—River 
Counties Community Foun-
dation (RCCF) in 2014 
awarded $291,000 in grants 
to 55 hardworking and fully-
vetted nonprofits, the largest 
dollar amount in its history 
and three times the amount 
awarded in 2013, according 
to outgoing chairman Ron 
Mihills  Even with this suc-
cess, RCCF could only fund 
35% of the amount requested 
by local nonprofits.

Much of this increase was 
due to the $15 million unre-
stricted bequest to the Martha 
Henna Harris Endowment 
Fund of The Community 
Foundation. In addition, nine 
new charitable funds were 
established and added to the 
RCCF portfolio. These bring 
the total managed by RCCF 
to over $9 million.

“This has been an incred-
ible year,” said Mihills. “We 
are so grateful that we have 
been able to help so many 
outstanding nonprofits in our 
area.”

The foundation presented 
its 2014 Report to the Com-

Community foundation grants set record, yet fall short of need

From left are (front row) Margaret Nost and Leslie 
Franklin; (next row) River Counties Community 

Susan Pittman, Bill Vose and Mary Kay Rotert.

munity at its November 
meeting and community 
reception.  Highlights of this 
meeting included a summary 

of its philanthropy for 2014, 
the election of new officers 
for the coming year, and a 
report on the progress of the 

Together.Stronger. fundrais-
ing initiative.

The advisory board 
elected Stuart W. Kramer 
of Northumberland County 
to the board. Thanks and 
appreciation were extended 
to Paul Sciacchitano for his 
many years of service. Dr. 
Elizabeth “Sissy” Crowther 
and retired Col. Don Phil-
lips, both of Northumber-
land, and Susan Pittman of 
Lancaster were elected to 
second terms. 

Officers for 2015 will be 
chairman Susan Pittman, 
vice chairman William Vose, 
secretary Mary Kay Rotert 
and treasurer John W. Coyle.

Mihills reported the 
Together.Stronger. campaign 
is a proactive step taken by 
RCCF in response to the rec-
ognition that its 2014 grants 
only responded to 35% of the 
requests from local nonprof-
its.. 

“So far, the response from 
the community has been 
heartening, and I am proud 
to say we have 100% sup-
port from our board,” he 

said. “The nonprofits in 
our region work tirelessly 
at their missions. So much 
good work is done. We have 
to help them meet their 
f inancial needs.” 

Copies of the 2014 Report 
to the Community can be 

obtained at RiverCoun-
tiesCF.org. Donations to 
Together.Stronger. can be 
made through the same site, 
mailed to RCCF, P.O. Box 
222, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, 
or call Margaret Nost, 438-
9414. 

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office is seeking informa-
tion regarding the whereabouts 
of two males.

Kenderick Larmar Diggs, 
23, is wanted for failure to 
appear in court on a driving 
suspended, fourth offense. 
Diggs has brown hair and 
brown eyes. He is 6 feet tall 
and weighs 165 pounds.

His last known address is 
62 Millenbeck Road, Mollusk. 
He also is wanted by Henrico 
County. 

Kylell Bijon Arthur, 21, is 
wanted for failing to comply 
with a court order. Arthur has 
black hair and brown eyes. 
He is 5 feet 7 inches tall and 
weighs 265 pounds.

His last known address is 
834 Lakeview Drive, Heaths-
ville.

If you have information 
on these individuals, you are 
asked to call Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 

This is not a recorded line. 
You do not have to give your 
name and you do not have 
to  appear in court. If your 
information is useful to law 
enforcement, you could receive 
a reward up to $1,000.

KILMARNOCK—At its next meeting, the Lancaster 
school board will vote on switching to block scheduling at 
the high school. 

The meeting takes place at 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 8, in 
the media center at Lancaster Middle School, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Also on the agenda are a second reading of the policies and 
consideration of a resolution concerning the funding of public 
education in Virginia.

Sandy Armstrong will recognize Helen Cover, who is retiring 
as a volunteer mentor and math tutor for school children.

Members will review principal and teacher evaluations.

WHITE STONE—The town council will conduct several 
“house cleaning” matters at 7 p.m. tonight, December 4,  at the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Under new business, council will set a date for judging the 
town’s Christmas decorating contest for residential and commer-
cial properties, according to town manager Patrick Frere. 

Council also will change the meeting date for its January 
meeting, which Frere said would fall on New Year’s Day. 

Frere also will present an update on a planning and develop-
ment block grant from the Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development. According to Frere, council will consider 
approval of a list of required certifications associated with the 
block grant. 

Council also will hear committee reports, along with monthly 
police and town manager reports. 

SALUDA—On November 
29, at approximately 11:30 
a.m., the Virginia State Police 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident that occurred on 
southbound Route 17 at the 
intersection of Route 615 in 
Middlesex County, about a 
mile north of the Saluda exit.

A 1996 GMC pick-up truck 

driven by Elliott Randolph 
“Randy” Redmon of Urbanna 
was attempting to turn onto 
southbound Route 17 from 
the crossover when he struck 
a 2001 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee traveling in the southbound 
lanes, according to Virginia 
State Police Sgt. Sergeant M. 
Anaya.

Redmon, 52, suffered severe 
injuries and was taken to Riv-
erside Regional Hospital where 
he later died of his injuries. 
Redmon was not wearing his 
safety belt, said Sgt. Anaya.

The driver of the Jeep Chero-
kee, Joseph Jenkins of Saluda, 
suffered non-life threatening 
injuries.

Urbanna man dies following
two-vehicle crash on Route 17

SHERIFF’S 
REPORT

CRIME 
SOLVERS

The Agenda
Local Government News

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will convene at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 11, 
at the Northumberland County Courts Building,  220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. Public hearings will begin at 7 p.m.

The docket includes: 

33-foot wide avenue at 39 Mulberry Field Road, Fleeton.

Smith to construct a 12-foot by 33-foot by 12.6-foot open sided 
boathouse adjacent to an existing pier on Elyson Creek at 155 
Wicomico Harbor Drive.

commercial aquaculture facilities in the agricultural district, as 
required by a recent amendment to the Code of Virginia.

Proposed zoning permit applications and amendments can be 
viewed at the building and zoning office at the Old Courthouse, 
72 Monument Place, Heathsville, or call 580-7921. 

For additional details on the request for road abandonment, 
contact the county administrator’s office at the Old Courthouse, 
or call 580-7666.

Those wishing to be heard on these are urged to attend the 
hearings. All written comment should be received by the respec-
tive offices prior to the board meeting.

KILMARNOCK—About 
this time last year, a North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic 
(NNFHC) patient dropped by 
to say thanks.

He’d been referred to a spe-
cialist, a cancerous tumor was 
found, and treatments begun. 
“This place saved my life,” he 
said.

A little earlier, another 
patient who had just been diag-
nosed with cancer visited the 
clinic as a last hope. Eligibility 
screening and referrals were 
put on the fast track, treatments 
begun, and arrangements made 

to get her medicines and pro-
vide follow-up care. Two years 
later she’s back at work and 
cancer-free. “This is patient 
care at its best,” she said.

A third patient this year was 
referred for a chest x-ray and 
CT, lung cancer was detected, 
and her chemotherapy is going 
well. A fourth changed her diet 
to deal with a gall bladder dis-
order, lowering her blood pres-
sure and improving her diabetic 
markers in the process. A fifth, 
dealing with diabetes, began 
a walking regimen, changed 
his diet, lost weight, now has 

Donations to free health clinic 
help elevate health of community

normal glucose readings, and 
has been able to reduce his 
medications.

“These are but a handful of 
examples where the NNFHC 
has met health-care needs 
that otherwise could have 
gone unaddressed, or been 
dealt with too late,” accord-
ing to executive director Jean 
Nelson.

Others in the community are 
improving their health through 
a variety of clinic programs, 
she noted, including regu-
lar medical and dental visits; 
group diabetic clinics with 
multiple providers; muscu-
loskeletal clinics for those in 
chronic pain, in conjunction 
with physical therapists and 
volunteer counselors; outreach 
services in Middlesex and 
Westmoreland counties, and 
partnerships with hospitals and 
specialists that provide free 
or discounted tests to those in 
need.   

It all takes money, however.
“The NNFHC was created 

as a community-supported 
health-care home, and it has 
operated for the past 21 years 
through donations of time and 
contributions of funds,” said 
board of directors president Dr. 
Matt Vogel.

The clinic budget this fiscal 
year, July 1, 2014 to June 
30, 2015, which includes the 
purchase and installation of 
electronic health records, is 
$1,478,835, he said, and thanks 
to the ongoing support of faith-
ful donors, about half of this 
has been raised or pledged. 

Traditionally, the holiday 
season is the most critical 
period in raising the balance of 
funds needed, he added. 

“It would be nice to think 
a non-profit free health clinic 
isn’t needed now that the 
Affordable Care Act is in place, 
but quite the opposite is true,” 
said Dr. Vogel. “The clinic con-
cept is needed more than ever, 
for services the ACA does not 
address and for people it does 
not reach, even in the best of 
cases.”

As the first patient men-
tioned above commented, “If 
not for the free health clinic, 
I don’t know what I would 
do. You are a Godsend. I’m 
so grateful to have this…. It’s 
a miracle to have a free clinic 
here.”

Donations may be made to 
the NNFHC at P.O. Box 1694, 
Kilmarnock, 22482, or by vis-
iting nnfhc.com.

Reach thousands!
435-1701
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Professional outside lighting and landscape 
designs serving Richmond and the 

Chesapeake Bay areas
Specializing in Underwater LED Fish Lights

Owner: Lewis R. Edgell
Contact number: 804-580-8791

Licensed and Insured

BaylitesBaylites™

Pam Cordially Invites You to the 

December 6
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

50% Off Sale
(some exclusions apply)

3443 Irvington Road 
Irvington, Va 22482

(804) 438-5800

Designs by 
Rappahannock Flowers

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
Sports Centre has a 
large inventory of 
quality tuxedos to 
serve the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. 
Sports Centre looks 
forward to making you 
look your best. 

SPORTS
C E N T R E

60 Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804-435-1211

Great Christmas Gift Ideas
Select Shoes & Cleats $10 !

Letterman Jackets! 

Friday, December 5, 2014 

  
Saturday, December 6, 2014 

   
Sunday, December 7, 2014  

 CHECK OUT STARTING 
AT 2:30 P.M./BIDDING CLOSES AT 2:00 P.M.

 
Child Watch Hours                                                                   

 
                                                         

 

A Northern Neck Family YMCA Annual Event
Benefitting the Guardian Program

 

KILMARNOCK—The Boys 
and Girls Club of the North-
ern Neck recently announced 
Claudette Carter Henderson, a 
native of Lancaster County, has 
joined the board of directors. 

“Ms. Henderson brings to 
our board a lifelong love of 
community and youth, and a 
wealth of experience,” said 
executive director Phillip 
Mumford. 

Until recently director of the 
Richmond County Department 
of Social Services, Henderson 
is now senior research and pro-
gram associate with Research, 
Evaluations and Social Solu-
tions Inc. (REESSI).

Prior to her position in Rich-
mond,  she was program coor-
dinator for the Northern Neck 
MicroEnterprise Program, a 
regional training program to 
assist individuals in becoming 
entrepreneurs. Her wealth of 
credentials also includes ser-
vice in the U.S. Air Force as 
a crew chief; and positions on 

When residents at Rap-
pahannock Westminster-

Canterbury gather to reminisce 
about growing up, they will 
soon learn Sylvia Churchill 
Prince has quite a story to tell. 
The wife of retired optometrist 
Jim Prince experienced more 
highs and lows in the first 12 
years of her life than most 
people do in a lifetime.

Sylvia was born in 1934 in 
Tientsin, China, the young-
est of Ethel and Thomas 
Churchill, a businessman 
whose father had been vice 
consul in Foo Chow. During 
the 1920s and 1930s, Sylvia’s 
father worked for a number of 
American companies operat-
ing in China. The family lived 
in the large home built by her 
grandfather in the American 
concession, one of several 
sections of the city controlled 
by foreign powers and exempt 
from Chinese laws. The Chi-
nese government had been 
forced to grant this extraordi-
nary privilege in the late 19th 
century as part of treaty agree-
ments that opened up China to 
international trade.

“We were part of a very 
closed society and I was like a 
canary in a cage,” she recalls. 
She stayed inside the wall that 
surrounded their estate, going 
out only when supervised. 
The Churchills seldom associ-
ated with local residents. “We 
had several Chinese servants, 
including a cook that had 
worked for grandfather, dad’s 
manservant and several amahs, 
women who served as maids 
and nannies. Life inside those 
walls was wonderful.”

Outside the walls, however, 
events were unfolding that 
would impact their lives for-
ever and teach them the things 

Sylvia C. Prince recalls some
unusual childhood experiences

Sylvia Churchill Prince (right) shows some mementos 
of her childhood to Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury vice president for development Whiz Harris.

that really count in life.
In 1930 the Japanese, who 

had taken over parts of China 
at the beginning of the century, 
began expanding their pres-
ence and control in many other 
parts of the country, includ-
ing Tientsin. On December 8, 
1941, the Churchills found out 
just how powerful the Japa-
nese were.

“Three Japanese officers 
appeared at the door to inform 
us that Japan had declared 
war on the United States and 
that we were now prisoners of 
war,” Sylvia said. The family 
was moved to the English 
concession and later forced 
to travel by train for two days 
to an internment camp in 
Weishien. They were impris-
oned in a converted Presbyte-
rian missionary compound for 
three years.

“Americans, Germans, white 
Russians, Belgians, Dutch and 
English had all been rounded 
up and sent to the camp. There 
were three thousand of us in 
a space about the size of two 

football fields. Families lived 
in old dormitories. We were 
lucky to get two rooms for the 
five of us. Our neighbors, a 
Dutch family, had two rooms 
for 12. 

“We had little food and poor 
sanitation. We were forced to 
wear prisoner identification 
badges and stand outside our 
rooms to be counted morn-
ing and night so the Japanese 
could be sure no one had 
escaped,” she said.

Under the leadership of 
a former tobacco company 
executive, internees organized 
themselves to carry out duties 
in the camp. They set up a 
hospital, church and school, 
and organized social and 
recreational activities to help 
keep up morale.

“Youth activities were 
managed by Eric Liddell, an 
Olympic runner whose story 
was made famous by the 
movie ‘Chariots of Fire,’” said 
Sylvia. “Unfortunately he died 
in camp in 1945, just months 
before the war ended.”

The internees at Weishien 
were liberated in September 
1945. The Churchills made 
their way to the coast, board-
ing transport ships for the 
voyage to America. “We sailed 
to San Francisco aboard the 
USS Lavaca, a transport ship. 
The captain went out of his 
way to make all of us feel spe-
cial,” she said.

From San Francisco the 
family traveled to Plymouth, 
Mass., where relatives lived. 
Thomas Churchill struggled to 
make ends meet while Sylvia 
and her brothers finished high 
school. After graduating, she 
attended Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital’s School of Nurs-
ing. While in Boston she met 
Jim Prince, who was in his 
final year of optometry school. 
The couple married in 1956.

After Jim graduated, the 
Princes moved to Richmond 
and then to Kilmarnock. For 
years Sylvia was a stay-at-home 
mother for her five children. 
She returned to nursing in 1978, 
retiring in 1992. Jim remained 
in practice until this year. 

At the urging of family and 
friends, Sylvia has written 
about of her experiences in 
China and Kilmarnock and is 
negotiating with a publisher 
to bring out her memoir next 
spring. The memories, good 
and bad, remain vivid. 

“It’s funny what comes to 
mind. I remember in the midst 
of all the horrors of camp life 
how we used to laugh at one 
Japanese officer we called 
‘General Gesundheit’ because 
the word for ‘Attention’ in Jap-
anese sounded like gesundheit. 
And,” she says with a twinkle 
in her eye, “I can still remem-
ber our old Chinese cook. He 
could make a mean apple pie!”

Boys and Girls Club welcomes Henderson to board

Claudette C. Henderson

Wall Street as a trainer, super-
visor and compliance officer.  
She has also taught at Rappah-
annock Community College as 
adjunct faculty. 

Henderson has a bachelor’s 
cum laude in business manage-
ment from the College of Notre 
Dame of Maryland and a mas-
ter’s with honors in industrial/
organization psychology from 
The University of Baltimore. 

She is pursuing a doctorate in 
human services at Capella Uni-
versity, specializing in coun-
seling studies.

Her long list of professional 
affiliations includes Richmond 
County Community Policy and 
Management Team (CPMT), 
Richmond County Emergency 
Food and Shelter Program 
Board, Three Rivers Healthy 
Families Inc., Bay Consortium 
Workforce Investment Board 
(Bay WIB), Northern Neck 
Alliance Inc. (Head Start), 
Richmond/Westmore land 
Counties Habitat for Human-
ity, Rappahannock Community 
College Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee, Richmond County 
Public Schools Crisis Inter-
vention Team and Richmond 
County Public Schools Drug 
Education/Health Advisory 
Council. 

She also is a member of the 
River Counties Community 
Foundation Board, Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck 
Local Human Rights Commit-
tee, Bay Workforce Investment 
Board and Rappahannock 
Community College Business 
Advisory Committee.

“I received my early edu-
cation and values here in 
the Northern Neck and as 
God has allowed me many 
diverse opportunities outside 
of the Northern Neck, I feel 
compelled to transfer those 
learning experiences to our 
future through the children 
who receive the services of 
this great organization,” said 
Henderson. “The mission of 
the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck resonates with 
my spiritual and personal 
beliefs.”

Spencer Fund recognized
On behalf of the Derrick B. Spencer Memorial Fund, 
founder Arlene Spencer of Portsmouth (left) accepts 
an award from Annette Clark of Lancaster. The award 
was presented to the fund in October by the Lancaster 
County Chapter of the NAACP. The award was in 
recognition of the fund’s ongoing contributions to the 
community.

GLOUCESTER—The Sal-
vation Army Service Center in 
Gloucester welcomes Captains 
Ryan and Shawana Brown. 
The Browns will be replac-
ing Majors Kim and Roxanne 
Feinhauer, who recently trans-
ferred to the Northern Virginia 
Corps.

“We are very blessed to have 
the talents that the Browns 
bring to our community,” said 
board chairman Bill Parks. 
“We know that they are going 
to continue the very positive 
work that our local Salvation 
Army has provided for many 
years.” 

Browns relocate to Gloucester
Salvation Army Service Center

Capt. Ryan Brown graduated 
from Asbury College with a 
bachelor’s in health and physi-
cal education and Capt. Sha-
wana Brown studied elemen-
tary education at Eastern Ken-
tucky. She has been involved 
with the Salvation Army since 
childhood.

The Browns come from the 
Richmond Corps, added Parks. 
Prior to Richmond, they were 
officers in Roanoke and Rich-
mond, Ky.

Reach thousands!
435-1701
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It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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CHRISTMAS TREES! CHRISSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTMMMMMMAAAAAAAASSSS TTTTTTTRREES
Live U-cut!

Locusville PlantationLLLLooccuuuussvvviilllleee PPllaannttaatttiiioonn
Shop in Our Country Store! 
Wed.-Sun. 10a.m.-5.pm WWWWeeeedddddd....-SSSSSuuuunn.. 11100000aaaaa..mmmm..-55..ppppppmmm
583 Slabtown Rd., Lancaster 

From Lively, take 
White Chapel Rd.
left on River Rd. 
through Ottoman 

left on Slabtown Rd. 
follow signs 804-462-0002

Pampered Chef & 
Longaberger

Christmas Open House 

Dec. 5, 6 & 7   10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!

Come see it all!

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery

Need a liner or protector? Bring your basket!

Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

.

Wildest Dreams Boutique

804-453-9453
702 Jessie Dupont Hwy., Burgess, VA

Women’s Fashion Clothing

Holiday Sale
Starting December 1st

20% to 40% off Storewide

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Now through Christmas

30% off all in-stock

Happy Anniversary!!

Northern Neck 
Burger Co.

Saturday, December 6 th

See ya soon!
62 Irvington Rd. (Across from 

Tri Star Supermarket)
804.577.4400

IRVINGTON—More than 500 people visited 
the Steamboat Era Museum’s Holiday Market-
place November 28 and 29.

The newly published book, We Are Who 
We Are Because Steamboats Were, by Anne 
McClintock, sold out in the first few hours, 
reported executive director Barbara Brecher.  
More books have been ordered and will be 
available at the museum.

Other books, crafts and holiday gifts were 
popular with the attendees, she said.

The museum shop, 156 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington, will be open Saturdays, December 6, 
13 and 20. 

Dining on the Chesapeake Bay: A Selection 
of Fine Recipes from Steamboat Menus and the 
Steamboat Era, also is available exclusively at 
the museum shop. 

Anne McClintock signs copies of her book of steamboat stories. Photo by Teresa Ransone

Book of steamboat stories sells out,
additional copies have been ordered

Ransone’s supports Library Lottery
From left, Drew and Mal Ransone of Ransone’s Nursery and Maintenance buy a lottery 
ticket from Lancaster Community Library board member Doug Walker. Lottery 
tickets are $95 until December 20 plus the purchaser will qualify for the Early Bird 
Drawing of $500. A grand prize drawing for $10,000 will be held at 10:30 a.m. January 
10 at the Lancaster Community Library, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock. To purchase 
tickets, visit the library, call 435-1729, or go to lancasterlibrary.org.

ELK CREEK—Neither cold, 
rain, sleet, snow nor nightfall 
stops Carlos and Sherrie Taylor 
from getting their Christmas 
trees harvested and shipped to 
their customers.

The Grayson County tree 
farmers and their employees put 
in long days from early Novem-
ber to mid-December—often 
working around the clock—to 
get their trees to buyers up and 
down the East Coast.

The Taylors operate and 
manage Severt’s Tree Farm in 
Elk Creek, which is owned by 
Sherrie Taylor’s parents, Mike 
and Kathy Severt.

“We cut 70,000-plus trees 
every winter in about six weeks’ 
time,” Carlos Taylor said. “We 
ship the trees all the way up to 
New York and as far down as 
Florida.”

Workers begin cutting trees 
around the first of November 
and are done with the bulk of 
the harvest around Thanksgiv-
ing, but they continue to cut 
trees until around December 10. 
Employees use a baler to string-
wrap each tree, and all the cut 
trees are transported to a ware-
house where they are sorted for 
shipping.

“We cut trees in the snow or 
rain. If we get behind, we load 

Christmas tree growers work
hard and late to meet demand

them in the dark and at night. I 
put lights out in the fields so we 
can see,” Taylor said.

According to the latest 
Census of Agriculture, Virginia 
is ranked seventh nationwide 

for the number of Christmas 
trees harvested, with more than 
478,000 trees. The state is home 
to more than 500 tree opera-
tions, and Christmas trees are 
planted on 10,000 acres.

BROOKVALE—Kids First 
Foundation held an educational 
dinner November 24 at Lan-
caster Primary School for par-
ticipants in its new three-year-
old educational classroom ini-
tiative that began in September 
with the new 2014-15 academic 
session.

Educational dinners are 
sponsored by several local 
charitable organizations and 
are held on a monthly basis, 
reported Kids First Foundation 
director Bill Warren. The din-
ners are focused on nutrition, 
family bonding, and stress the 
importance of education, pedi-
atric checkups and teacher-
parent interaction. This month’s 
dinner was attended by the chil-
dren, their parents, their teach-
ers and several distinguished 
guests, including Lancaster 
school board chairman Dr. 
Robert Westbrook, superin-
tendent Steve Parker and LPS 
principal Earnest Palin. 

During the dinner, Parker 
thanked Kids First Founda-
tion, the White Stone Unitar-
ian Church (dinner sponsor) 
and the children, parents and 
teachers for making the second 
three-year-old classroom a real-
ity.

“Every dollar spent on early 
pre-school to improve school 
readiness for those less fortu-
nate saves $10 in reduced need 
for remedial programs, repeat-
ing grades, disciplinary issues, 
high school drop-outs, teen 
pregnancies and encounters 
with law enforcement,” said 
Parker. “We are so pleased that 
the Wiley Educational Fund 
and Kids First Foundation have 

Foundation holds educational dinner
for three-year-old learning initiative

From left are (front row) Porisha Henderson, Antonio Tiggle, A’lauren Ball and 
Brookelynn Balderson; (next row) Caraline Dean, Lillyth George, Kyrie Palmer, 
superintendent Steve Parker, Jamal Levere Jr., Michael Cook and Garrick Owens. 

put our school system and these 
children on a better path to suc-
cess.”

Kids First Foundation is a 
non-profit organization estab-
lished by citizens of the North-
ern Neck and Middle Peninsula 
who are concerned that many 
at-risk three-year-old children 
do not have the same oppor-
tunity to benefit from early 
childhood learning and nutri-
tion programs that are afforded 
children in larger, more afflu-
ent metropolitan areas, said 
Warren. 

Kids First is targeting expan-
sion of early preschool oppor-
tunities for three-year-olds 
throughout Lancaster, Middle-
sex, Mathews and Northum-
berland counties, he said. As 
its initial project, Kids First is 
raising the $225,000 needed to 
support the second early child-
hood learning classroom at 
Lancaster Primary School for 
at-risk three-year-old children.

The Kids First initiative 
closely follows the highly-
successful model classroom 
initiated by the Wiley Educa-

tional Foundation in 2012 and 
expands that program to addi-
tional 12 at-risk children, added 
Warren. 

The Kids First initiative 
anticipates fostering posi-
tive changes in the Lancaster 
County educational system 
including  providing a second, 
much-needed quality early 
childhood learning program for 
at-risk, socioeconomically dis-
advantaged children; improving 
the readiness of these children 
for successful entry into kin-
dergarten; closing the maturity 
and learning skills gap between 
at-risk generational poverty 
children and their more fortu-
nate peers; and enabling par-
ticipating children to achieve 
long-term improvements in 
academic performance, cogni-
tive ability, and social skills.

The Kids First initiative also 
provides nutritional snacks to 
the three-year-old classrooms. 
These mid-afternoon nutri-
tional snacks include fresh 
vegetables, some of which are 
supplied by local pro-bono ven-
dors, and are served to the chil-
dren by volunteers representing 
several community-based char-
itable and religious organiza-
tions.  These organizations are 
working with LPS childhood 
program director Cindy Bishop 
in an effort to introduce nutri-
tional foods to the three-year-
olds, share and discuss with the 
children the sources of the food 
and urge them to eat nutritional 
foods on a daily basis. 

To help Kids First Foun-
dation fund the second early 
childhood learning classroom, 
please send contributions to 
Kids First Foundation, P.O. Box 
1266,  White Stone, VA 22578.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In the 19th century the Frenchman, Numa 
Denis Fustel de Coulanges, emphatically 

declared that history is a science and patrio-
tism is a virtue, adding that the two should 
not be confused.  Marguerite and Fred Ajoo-
tian rejected that notion, and led lives deeply 
motivated by both history and patriotism.  
Forty years ago they left the chaos of New 
York to move to Ocran, where they bought 
a waterfront piece of land on which Fred 
designed and built a traditional home.

Fred was a mechanical engineering gradu-
ate of Brown University and of Pratt Institute 
in his native New York.  He and Marguerite 
were dedicated boating enthusiasts, and they 
came here to enjoy the Chesapeake Bay and 
its tributaries. After personally building their 
home, Fred constructed a large boat repair 
facility on the property, and opened the 
Ocran Boat Shop, a haven for fellow boat-
ers who needed help with repairs or build-
ing. In his typical manner, Fred left nothing 
to chance, and found his calling in mixing 
the academic training with hands-on work 
servicing his customers.

Marguerite was his full partner, making 
their home a veritable oasis of beauty with 
her great ability as an artist. She worked 
in watercolors, and until this year she had 
exhibited every year at the Rappahannock 
Art League’s annual Labor Day show. My 

personal favorites of her many paintings 
were one of the Brooklyn Bridge with all 
the heavy boat traffic on the East River and 
locally, one of Eubank’s Hardware Store in 
the old post office on Main Street in Kilmar-
nock, the latter painted during the business’s 
operation under the aegis of Fletcher Brown.

In her artwork Marguerite documented 
many Northern Neck scenes with personal 
interpretations that she shared with her view-
ing audience, often making them the impres-
sions most remembered. She painted nearly 
every day, and her studio was totally a part 
of the Ajootian living experience. As one 
would have expected, in the yard she raised 
a garden of artistic proportions. Fred would 

claim that fresh-picked vegetables tasted 
better than ones bought at the store.

As community members, the Ajootians 
came to be known for their annual oyster 
roast in the boat shop, a gathering of folks 
from all across the lower Northern Neck. 
Each November it was the event of the 
season, and has continued after they were 
unable to host it through the generosity of 
the Booth family. Each year for the oyster 
roast Marguerite would bake about 20 of her 
famous pumpkin pies, every slice of which 
uniformly would disappear in a flash.

Both Marguerite and Fred were authen-
tic intellectuals, and both were grounded 
in understanding the real world. They were 
concerned about the lack of public access to 
the water, and advocated for boat ramps and 
fishing piers to give those without waterfront 
property the opportunity to use the water 
both recreationally and professionally. Fred 
particularly was a stalwart in articulating the 
goal of water access for the general public.

Marguerite’s particular academic interest 
was in the study of aircraft. Her grasp of all 
forms of air travel, be they military, commer-
cial or private, was extraordinary. To listen to 
this highly refined, small lady in her 80s, dis-
coursing on World War II fighter planes was 
an unforgettable aural experience. A book on 
aircraft was the most thrilling present anyone 

could give her. 
Both of the Ajootians suffered health 

problems, and both underwent heart surgery, 
from which they came back with a full head 
of steam.  Fred’s health began to decline, and 
Marguerite became his full-time caregiver 
until he died nearly five years ago. In the 
ensuing years Marguerite, knowing that her 
work in caring for Fred was complete, gradu-
ally slipped away herself, dying last week at 
the age of 91.

To end as I began, Marguerite and Fred 
were the children of families that came to 
America for better lives themselves and to 
contribute to making our country a richer 
and stronger place in which to live. They 
loved America, and expressed that ardent 
zeal of patriotism every way that they could.  

They studied our history and became a 
part of it, not confusing patriotism and his-
tory as Fustel feared, but thriving on seeing 
the two as one. They were generous with 
their time, talent and treasure in seeking to 
keep America the promised land that their 
ancestors had taught them to believe that it 
was. In Marguerite and Fred, America was 
blessed in our time with dedicated patriots 
worthy of the best of our nation’s most noble 
traditions.

Marguerite Callahan Ajootian,  June 19, 
1923—November 25, 2014.  R.I.P.

They were concerned about 
the lack of public access to the 
water, and advocated for boat 
ramps and fishing piers to 
give those without waterfront 
property the opportunity to 
use the water both recreation-
ally and professionally. 

Focal Point

Folly in the fall!

Photo by Rick Wineland

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

Make it happen

I would like to commend 
the board of supervisors for 
continuing to work for a free 
public boat ramp in the eastern 
end of the county.

I think every one believes 
that Windmill Point is the ideal 
place.

I hope they can make it 
happen.

John Cardwell,
Irvington

Different results
on sea level rise

A November 26 article dis-
cussed a recent briefing pro-
vided to the Northumberland 
planning commission on sea 
level rise. The sea level rise 
was reported as between 2 and 
4 mm.  (One mm = about .04 
inches). This estimate appears 
to be higher than other esti-
mates of 1 to 3mm. 

 Antarctic sea ice extent has 
been increasing steadily, ever 
since satellite measurements 
began. Arctic sea ice extent 
remains somewhat below its 
longer term average, but in the 
past couple of years the trend 
has reversed, clearly already 
recovering most of what it had 
earlier lost. 

In any event, Arctic sea ice 
melt would have no effect on 
sea level (Archimedes prin-
cipal). Also, it is not earth 
warming but ocean warming 
that leads to sea expansion and 
the ocean warming has been 
minuscule, at best. 

 The briefing also makes ref-
erence to the earth “warming,” 
but there has been no addi-
tional warming for more than 
a decade. Two of the five avail-
able global temperature data-
sets are based on satellite and 
both show even longer periods 
of no additional warming.

The three terrestrial data-
sets cover considerably less 
than 30% of the earth’s surface 
and the data itself is also ques-
tionable because of necessary 
revisions due to many stations 
being located in urban heat 
islands. The average of all five 
datasets shows 13+ years of no 
additional warming. It is worth 
noting that claims of global 
warming originated after fewer 
years of warming than now 
showing no additional warm-
ing.  

 Finally, even using the arti-
cle’s high estimate of 4 mm 
per year, in 30 years the sea 
level increase based on that 
higher rate of rise would be 
30 years X (.16 inches/year) = 
4.8 inches,  less than 1/3 of the 
estimate (“foot-and-a-half ”) in 
the briefing.

Denis Ables, 
Mollusk 

Eliminating
green space
stirs concern

I was sorry to hear that the 
road project on Route 200 in 
Irvington seems to be pro-
gressing.

This project, which is 
estimated to cost $400,000, 
starts roughly at Bill Mitch-
ell’s sign company, runs past 
the post office, and stops at 
the gas station on Irvington 
Road. In its path are all of 
the limited, but still trying to 
grow, “green areas”: patches 
of grass, flowers and other 
plantings that break up the 
asphalt and concrete already 
there.

Because this is a major 
“entry way” to the Tides Inn, 
The Steamboat Era Museum, 
The Hope and Glory Inn, 
the Town Green and many 
shops and businesses along 
the way, I would like to have 
seen some effort to truly 
improve this important gate-
way to Irvington.

As far as I can corrobo-
rate, no  thought has been 
exercised as to what this 
additional concrete is going 
to look like and VDOT con-
firmed that they did not 
consider or study the visual 
effects of tearing up the 
green and adding a sidewalk.

Besides of the lack of 
green space planning, in a 
time where money is tight, I 
cannot believe that this is 
money well spent. Clearly, 
there are many other needs 
in our area begging for 
improvement dollars. 

Plus, there is a perfectly 
good sidewalk on the other 

Defending
a position

A recent writer took me to 
task for criticizing the Viet-
nam War and recommending 
that we dispense with Veter-
ans and Memorial Days. The 
writer made several points.

First, the writer asserted 
that a person “lacks knowl-
edge” about the trials and 
tribulations of war if he’s 
had no first-hand experience 
of war. Not true. None of us 
fought in the American Civil 
War or World War I, but we 
know an awfully lot about 
those events.

Why?
Because we humans have 

the capacity to reason and 
sympathize. If it were other-
wise, why would anyone read 
histories and novels?

Pondering a
constitutional
convention 

What if Congress calls an 
Article V convention to amend 
our U. S. Constitution? Since 
it is within Congress’s author-
ity to decide how the delegates 
are chosen, what if they select 
themselves, like John Boehner 
or Nancy Pelosi, or citizens 
such as George Soros, or as the 
Assembly of States advocates, 
a bipartisan group. 

What if they let the states 
choose the delegates, the 

Support for
proposed public
boat ramp site

I commend the Lancaster 
County Board of Supervisors 
for persisting in their pursuit 
of a logical and viable public 
access boat ramp site.

Windmill Point is, obviously, 
not only a prime access point 
to the area’s best fishing and 
recreational boating opportu-
nities, but it has been an active 
commercial marina since its 
development in the 1950s and 
1960s.

Nearby residents are well 
familiar with and accepting of 
marina operations. Some even 
bought in the area because of 
the Windmill Point Marina.

As an additional benefit to 
the county and its residents, a 
public access boat ramp will 
likely revitalize the once pre-
miere Chesapeake Bay land-
mark.

Count on me for support.
George E. Simmons,

White Stone

This Christmas season I’d like 
to share a few of my favorite 
yultide poems.

With Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day coming on Sunday, 
I think it is appropriate to dig up 
one from the trenches.

This particular poem by Fred-
erick Niven (1878-1944) comes 
from World War I. It is about 
the spontaneous and unofficial 
truce along the Western front on 
Christmas Day 1914—a hun-
dred years ago.

It’s a different war, a differ-
ent era from Pearl Harbor and 
World War II, but the message is 
universal.

A journalist turned novelist, 
Niven was rejected for military 
service and wrote for the British 
Ministry of Information during 
World War I.

A Carol from Flanders
In Flanders on the Christmas 

morn
The trenchèd foemen lay,
The German and the Briton 

born—
 And it was Christmas day.

The red sun rose on fields 
accurst,

The gray fog fled away;
But neither cared to fire the 

first,
For it was Christmas day.

They called from each to each 
across

 The hideous disarray
(For terrible had been their 

loss):
"Oh, this is Christmas day!"

Their rifles all they set aside,
One impulse to obey;
'Twas just the men on either 

side,
Just men—and Christmas 

day.

They dug the graves for all 
their dead

And over them did pray;
And Englishman and German 

said:
"How strange a Christmas 

day!"

Between the trenches they did 
meet

Shook hands, and e'en did 
play

At games on which their 
hearts are set

On happy Christmas day.

Not all the Emperors and 
Kings,

Financiers, and they
Who rule us could prevent 

these things—
For it was Christmas day.

O ye who read this truthful 
rime

From Flanders, kneel and say:
God speed the time when 

every day
Shall be as Christmas day.

side of the street.
More hardscape, without a 

thought as to how this proj-
ect affects the visual beauty 
of this street, seems unfortu-
nate for Irvington.

Spending $400,000 for a 
“sidewalk to nowhere” in 
these difficult economic 
times is unfortunate for tax-
payers.  

As a property owner along 
the way of this project, I 
would hope it is not too late 
to consider a landscape plan 
to enhance our area, or better 
yet, f ind another place to 
spend the money.

I have passed my thoughts 
on to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
our town leaders and urge 
you to do so as well.

Doug Dorsey,
Irvington

Second, the writer admit-
ted that it’s “not unusual 
for military trainers to” 
call their students names. I 
wholeheartedly agree. I was 
in the Marine Corps during 
the Vietnam War. During 
boot camp at Parris Island, 
my drill instructor had many 
colorful names for me and 
the other platoon members. 
Those names were typically 
obscene or insulting. In any 
other context, the names 
would have been fighting 
words.

By what moral standard 
does the writer excuse this 
routine military practice?

Third, the writer explained 
that he merely wished to 
extoll soldierly camaraderie.

However, the writer 
ignored the all-important 
moral issue, namely, the 
justness of the purpose of 
the soldiers. If a purpose is 
unjust (a criminal act, for 
example), then it is immoral 
to extoll the camaraderie that 
resulted from it. 

Because the Vietnam War 
was unjustified, we shouldn’t 
extoll anything about it, 
including any soldierly 
camaraderie that resulted 
from it.

Finally, the writer asserted 
that Vietnam veterans “paid 
for our freedom.” Again, not 
true. They neither fought for 
our freedom nor preserved 
it. The writer forgets that we 
lost that unjust war.

I challenge the writer to 
name a single freedom that 
Americans lost because we 
lost that war.

Name one.
Hank Hoover,

White Stone

number to be determined by the 
electoral college system giving 
California 55 delegates to Vir-
ginia’s 13.  And, who would 
be chosen from Virginia—
Speaker Howell or Governor 
McAuliffe and whom they 
appoint, legislators who are 
just as guilty of overreach as 
those at the federal level?

What if the convention meets 
and delegates don’t like a pro-
posal? Then the chair says, all 
in favor say aye, opposed no, 
the ayes have it. Next. 

What if the convention 
changes the rules for ratifica-
tion, and make the number of 
states needed to ratify only half 
of the states, or none?   

What if the convention gives 
us a constitution that gives 
us rights instead of protect-
ing our God-given inherent 
rights? Any government that 
gives rights can take them 
away. 

What if there is a good result 
from the convention? Will leg-
islators who fail to honor their 
oath of office mysteriously 
overnight choose to do so?

And, what if our Constitu-
tion is scrapped altogether and 
substituted with one patterned 
after that of Cuba? What then?

Sue Long,
North
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Christmas is the perfect time to give the Rappahannock Record
to family and friends far and near, The Gift that comes “all through the year.”

One call does it all !
Just call 804-435-1701 ext. 16, go to rrecord.com 

NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Next Friday, Dec. 12, at 6:45pm

No Entrance/Exit To Main Street Until 
8:00 pm For Christmas Parade

 

(Reprints from the December 2, 1904, issue 
of the Virginia Citizen)

Fish And Oyster Notes
Dr. Geo. H. Oliver, of Irvington, recently 

purchased half of the interest of Fred L. 
Wagner, deceased, in the Carters Creek Fish 
Guano Co.

The “oyster scald” is taking the place of the 
“oyster roast” in some places. It is steaming 
the oysters with scalding water in a pot hung 
over a big fire place, stove or fire made in the 
open.

Capt. J. Edwin Bussells, of Irvington, a 
prominent menhaden fisher, has bought Capt. 
Bob Snow’s interest in the Snow-Fallin Guano 
and Oil Co., at Mila, Northumberland county. 
Capt. Bussells will fish their steamer, Wm. S. 
Brusstar, next season.

Irvington
Dr. Newbill this week removed his saw-mill 

from near Old Salem to Barnett’s Store.
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene George are visiting 

relatives of the lady in King and Queen.
Mrs. Lella Brooks, of Baltimore, is here 

visiting her parents, Capt. and Mrs. W. L. Ash-
burn.

Clay Messick and Miss Clara Wilder left 
Saturday to visit the family of Capt. C. J. Rob-
erts, at West Point, Va.

Mrs. Pauline Ashburn and sister, Miss Effie 
Brown, of Weems, spent Thursday night of last 
week with friends here.

Willie Ingram, of White Stone, has moved 
to Irvington and will next season manage the 
farms of Dr. W. J. Newbill and W. McDonald 
Lee.

Kilmarnock
The Masons had a good turn-out on Thanks-

giving day and a dinner at Cox’s hotel fitting 
the occasion.  Rt. Wor. Park Jones, of Wil-
liamsburg, District Lecturer of this Division, 
and Rt. Wor. H. W. Harding, District Deputy, 
paid official visits to Lancaster Union Lodge 
that day.

Though a raw day Sunday, and with but scan 
notice, the Masons turned out in good force 
to pay the last rites to Adoniram J. Robinson, 
a Baltimore Mason. The interment was at 
Kilmarnock Baptist church.

E. M. Brent’s fine new three-story residence, 
to be occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Eustace Brent, 
is about completed. This and Capt. W. E. 
White’s new residence near here, have been 
insured in the Northern Neck Mutual Fire 
Association by agent R. H. Norris.

Millenbeck
Mrs. Ella Howard, of Whealton (Morat-

tico), was a pleasant visitor at the home of her 
brother, W. H. Warren, at this place, one day 
last week.

Well, the court, seems to be on to some of 
the blind-tigers in this county.

W. H. Warren was in Baltimore this week on 
business.

D. A. Sanders, who has been living on a farm 
here for some time, has moved near Ottoman.

Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Haynie, of Lively, were 
the guests of Mrs. Ida Duaway last week.

Miss Claudice Hazzard, of Bertrand, spent 
several days at the home of Mrs. Ida Dunaway.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows three menhaden vessels. Note the size of the smoke stack 
and how many men are in the smaller boats, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the museum. 

Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
recently signed an executive 
order establishing the Com-
monwealth Council on Bridg-
ing the Nutritional Divide, 
which will be chaired by First 
Lady Dorothy McAuliffe.

“A critical component 
in building a new Virginia 
economy is ensuring that no 
Virginia child or family goes 
hungry,” said Gov. McAu-
liffe. “By using the assets 
unique to Virginia, we can 
bridge this nutritional divide, 
put more Virginians on path-
ways to success, and at the 
same time grow our local 
agriculture economies. I look 
forward to the great work the 
council will do to benefit our 
communities and all Virginia 
children and families. “

“With the formation of 
this council, we are making 
clear our belief that, in order 
to cultivate and sustain eco-
nomic success, all Virginians 
must have access to nutritious 
foods that will enable them to 
learn, grow and thrive,” said 
First Lady McAuliffe. “With 
the formation of this council, 
we’re saying enough with the 
tightrope, now we start build-
ing a bridge.”

 The Commonwealth Coun-
cil on Bridging the Nutri-
tional Divide will work to 
help solve childhood hunger 
in the Commonwealth, pro-
mote Virginia’s agriculture 
economy, and support local 
programs related to commu-
nity nutrition, food access 
and health strategies. 

The council will include 
representatives from the 
McAuliffe administration 
and the private sector. This 
public-private partnership 
will be tasked with finding 
innovative ways to ensure that 
Virginia pursues new oppor-
tunities, as well as every fed-
eral dollar and program cur-
rently available that promotes 
healthy living, nutrition and 
our local food programs.

Endorsements
“This is good news for Vir-

ginia agriculture and for the 
citizens of Virginia,” said 
Spencer Neale, director of 
commodity marketing for the 
Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (VFBF) and chairman 

Gov. McAuliffe signs order
to create a nutrition council

of the Virginia Food System 
Council. “All three objectives 
are areas where we can make 
a positive difference in Vir-
ginia. With the first lady lead-
ing the effort, the chances of 
really achieving meaningful 
results over the next three 
years are greatly enhanced.”

The council will develop a 
three-year plan to achieve its 
objectives and will consist 
of representatives from five 
different state agencies and 
a broad range of public- and 
private-sector stakeholders 
appointed by the governor.

“We are excited about the 
opportunity to work with the 
first lady and other stake-
holders on this initiative,” 
said VFBF president Wayne 
F. Pryor. “Agriculture in Vir-
ginia is diverse, dynamic and 
cutting-edge, and our farmers 
understand the critical role 
that they, and the foods they 
produce, have in all these 
areas.”

The initiative also received 
support from the Virginia 
Education Association (VEA).

“Nearly 16 million children 
in this country struggle with 
hunger. Many Americans may 

not know the extent of this 
crisis, but the teachers and 
others who work in our public 
schools are very aware of the 
problem—because they see 
the impact every day. Chil-
dren who are hungry often 
struggle academically and 
are more likely to have health 
problems, ranging from ear-
aches to fatigue,” said VEA 
president Meg Gruber. 

“That’s why we’re so 
pleased that the Common-
wealth Council on Bridging 
the Nutritional Divide will 
address this issue, providing 
leadership that will ensure 
that Virginians, especially 
our youngest citizens, have 
access to nutritious foods. 
VEA commends Gov. McAu-
liffe and First Lady Dorothy 
McAuliffe for taking these 
important steps to address 
this issue.

“Those who work in our 
public schools play a vital role 
in providing meal programs, 
but we know that these pro-
grams reach only a fraction 
of those who might benefit. 
We stand ready to act on the 
council’s recommendations to 
address this vital issue.”

As I speak with constituents 
around the First District about 
the issues important to them, 
energy is often near the top of 
the list.

Folks are deeply concerned 
about our dependence on for-
eign sources of energy, and the 
lack of diversity in our nation’s 
energy infrastructure. I share 
these concerns, and I proudly 
voted for legislation recently 
to approve the Keystone XL 
Pipeline (H.R. 5682).

The Keystone XL Pipeline 
is a project that has been await-
ing approval by the Obama 
Administration for years now, 
and that has the potential to 
create a significant number of 
jobs for Americans. The bill 
passed with bipartisan support 
in the House but unfortunately 
failed to pass in the Senate.

Approval of this pipeline 
is a critical part of an all-of-
the-above energy policy, one 
in which we are exploring all 
options to ensure energy secu-
rity in this country. I believe 
it is possible to both harness 
our natural resources, as well 
as preserve them for future 
generations. I will continue 
to push for the Keystone XL 
Pipeline’s approval and advo-
cate for energy policies that 
include responsible develop-
ment of oil and natural gas as 
well as alternative forms of 
energy, such as renewables.

I also was proud to vote for 
another piece of legislation 
that would generate increased 
economic activity and domes-
tic job creation. The Promot-
ing New Manufacturing Act 
(H.R. 4795) would streamline 
the EPA permitting process 
used for construction of new 
U.S. factories or on existing 
ones. 

Too many of these projects 
are currently slowed down by 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

unnecessary red tape related 
to Clean Air Act compliance. 
The delays caused by this 
antiquated process are hinder-
ing the ability of businesses to 
expand and hire more work-
ers. Again, I believe we can 
grow our manufacturing base 
and our nation’s economy in 
an environmentally-responsi-
ble way.

No single solution exists 

to get our economy rolling 
again, but I often hear folks in 
the First District say that the 
biggest problem they see is 
excessive government inter-
ference. If the government 
would just get out of their way, 
they could grow their busi-
nesses and, in turn, grow our 
economy. 

I will continue to support leg-
islation like H.R. 4795 so that 

we can enable our businesses 
to jumpstart the economy and 
help us advance toward an eco-
nomic renaissance.

The main streets of Virgin-
ia’s First District are full of 
ideas to get our economy back 
on track, and your feedback is 
critically important to me as 
I serve you. I can be reached 
at 202-225-4261, or wittman.
house.gov.

Make your
reservations

for Holiday Events.

Christmas Market
Saturday, December 6, 10am-2pm

Many different vendors with lots of handmade 
goods. Quilts, scarves, jewelry, home baked 

goodies and lots more. 

At The Performing Arts Center for Enrichment
33 North Main Street, Kilmarnock
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Use your Bank of Lancaster VISA® 
Debit Card as a credit card and receive 

$1.00 back for each purchase made 
from one of our merchants listed below 

from December 1 to December 31.* 
You’ll earn ScoreCard® Points and 

support our community. We encourage 
you to “shop local” year-round, and 
give you an incentive as our way of 

saying “thanks” for supporting these 
merchants during the holidays.

great merchants.
right here.

great merchants.
right here.

merry 
merry.

PA RT I C I PAT I N G  V I S A ® M E R C H A N T S

  50 East Church Street

  Alderman’s Saw Shop, Inc.

  American Diesel Corp.

  Apex Truss

  ARCO Roofing & Sheet Metal

  Art of Coffee

  Athena Vineyards and 
Winery

  Back Inn Time

  Bay Auto Service, Inc.

  Bay Flooring

  Bay Motel

  Beasley Concrete, Inc.

  Big Red Flea

  Bill Martz Impressions

  Bluewater Seafood & Deli

  bodyfit

  Bucks View

  Burkes Jewelers, Inc.

  Callao Dairy Freeze

  Calm Waters Rowing Co.

  Capt. Faunce Seafood, Inc. – 
Montross & Warsaw

  Carousel Physical Therapy – 
Hartfield & Kilmarnock

  Chesapeake Accounting 
Group

 Chesapeake Cove Marina

  Chris Trimble’s Handcrafted 
Furniture

 Creative Visions

  Crowther Heating & Air 
Conditioning

  Currie Funeral Home, Inc. 

  Curry & Curry

  Custom Yacht Service, Inc.

  Cutz & Beyond

  D & A Enterprises

  Dawson’s Service Center

  Debbie’s Family Restaurant

  Dehnert & Clark Co. PC

  Diane Jackson Artist Studio 
& Gallery

  Digital Wisdom, lnc.

  Earl Jenkins Masonry

  Eckhard’s Restaurant

  Fleeton Fields Bed & 
Breakfast

  Flowers For the Four Seasons   

  Franklin Sewing Machine and 
Clock

  Free-Range Coops 4 U

  General’s Ridge Vineyard and 
Tasting Room

  Grandma’s Jewelry Box

  Hair Design Studio  

  Hale Auto Parts, Inc.

  Hale Marine Parts, Inc.

  James F. Hamilton MD PLC

  Hang Ups 

  David L. Harris, MD LTD

  Hoskins Creek Table Co.

  House of Music

  Hubbard, Terry & Britt, PC

  Jett’s Hardware

  Jewell’s Buildings

  J. Brooks Johnston Ill DDS 
LTD

  Juli Anne

  Kilmarnock Body Shop

  Kilmarnock Inn

  Kilmarnock Planing Mill, Inc.

  Lamberth Building Materials

  Le Nails

  Left Bank Gallery

  Lenny’s Restaurant

  Lewis General Repair, Inc.

  Lighthouse Thai & French 
Cuisine Restaurant

  Longaberger Independent 
Consultant (Peggy 
Mothershead)

  Marine Fabricators, Inc.

  Masterseal Home Products 
Distributor, Inc.

  MD Associates

  Meridian Yacht Charters

  Military Miniatures

  N.N.W. Auto Supply

  Newell’s Auto Repair

  Newsome’s Restaurant, LLC

  Michael D. Nickerson, DDS

  Northern Neck Mechanical

  Northern Neck Rotary

  Northern Neck Seamless 
Gutter Service, Inc.

  Northern Neck Security, Inc.

  Objects

  Peggy Evans Garland, 
Attorney

  Pool Side Spas, Inc.

  Potomac Breeze Bed & 
Breakfast

  Precision Glass & More

  Premier Sailing

  RCC Educational Foundation

  R.R. Beasley, Inc.

  Ransone’s Nursery & 
Maintenance

  Rappahannock General 
Hospital

  Rappahannock Record, Inc.

  Rednex Sporting Goods

  Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum & Gift Shop

  Regent Point Marina, Inc.
  Reuben Burton, Inc.

  Rick’s Watercraft & Cycle

  Rivah Antiques & 
Accessories

  Rivah Consignments

  Ross’s Rings and Things, LTD

  Rumsey & Butts, PLC

  Sagittarius Unisex Hair Salon

  Sara Brown’s Salon

  Seaside Thai & French 
Cuisine

  Shear Pleasure

  Sight, Sound, & Data 
Installations, LLC

  Southside Sentinel

  Steptoe’s Furniture Store, 
LLC

  Symon’s Serves, Inc.

  Synergy Global Supply

  The Audiology Offices, LLC –  
Gloucester, Kilmarnock & 
Warsaw

  The Box Boutique LLC

  The Business Center

  The Dandelion, Inc.

  The Haven Shelter & 
Services

  The Highlander Studios

  The Inn at Levelfields

  The Lancaster Players

  The Monroe Bay Inn Bed & 
Breakfast

  The Pedestal Accessories 
& Gifts

  The Renaissance Shop

  The Rivah Hair Studio

  The Wharf

  Thomas Beasley Septic 
Systems

  Thomas Store, LLC

  Tides Inn

  Tina’s Tax Service, Inc.

  Two Rivers Communication

  Warsaw Glass, Inc.

  Warsaw Small Engine, Inc.

  Waterfields Family Market

  Robert S. Westbrook, DDS

  Weekends

  Westmoreland Players

  Whay’s TV

  White Stone Pharmacy

  Windows Direct of Eastern 
VA

  Windows on the Water @ 
Yankee Point Sailboat Marina

  Yankee Point Sailboat Marina, 
Inc.

  Zekiah Glass

BankOfLancaster.com
*Receive $1.00 per transaction when you use your Check-n-Advantage® Debit Card at any participating merchant listed in 
this ad. Cash back will be applied weekly to your checking accounting associated with your Check-n-Advantage Debit Card.

plus a dollar back . . .
every. time. i. shop.


