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INSIDE:

Northumberland High senior student-athlete Jack 
Jett of Reedville committed to play baseball 

at Old Dominion University in Norfolk during the 
early signing period. Jett signed a letter of intent on 
November 12 and received a scholarship to play for 
the Monarchs. 

“I worked hard to get here but I know the work is 
just beginning,” said Jett. “It’s a relief to have gotten 
here, but it took a lot to get here.”

Jett, who hopes to play at ODU and one day beyond 
in the National Baseball League, has pro-sports in his 
blood. The son of Jacque and John M. Jett, John M. 
punted at East Carolina University and in the NFL, 
where he won a Super Bowl championship with the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

Jett helped lead Northumberland to its first state 
baseball championship last year, pitching all seven 
innings in the Indians’ 9-3 win over Honaker in the 
2014 Group 1A final. Jett was named to the Group 
1A all-state team as a second baseman, a position he 
plays when he’s not on the mound. 

“ODU offered me the best chance of furthering my 
baseball career,” said Jett. “I like the program and 
what they have to offer.”

Jett, who was also heavily recruited by Virginia 
Military Institute, Virginia Commonwealth University 
and Radford University, was among nine players who 
signed at ODU during the early signing period. The 
class includes six high school players and three junior 
college players. Four of the six high school players are 
from Virginia. 

“We are fired up about this class,” said ODU base-
ball coach Chris Finwood in a release last week. “We 
met our immediate and future needs with this class 
with a good blend of high school and junior college 
talent. The common denominator in this class, besides 
talent, is that they are a great group of competitors 
with fun, outgoing personalities.” 

As Northumberland’s starting pitcher last year, Jett 
went 8-2 with a 2.8 ERA and was selected first team 
all-conference, region and state at second base.

“Jack has a very good feel for his off-speed pitches 
and as he continues to mature, he should be a very 
good pitcher here in our program,” said Finwood.

The annual Irvington Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot, sponsored by the Irving-
ton Village Improvement Association, will be held Thursday, November 27.

The Turkey Trot course will begin and end at the Irvington Commons, reported 
race director Michelle Lybrger. The two-miler will begin at 9 a.m.; the five-miler 
at 10 a.m., and the Tot Trot at 11 a.m.

Entry fees are $25 for either race and may be paid on race day. An additional 
$5 fee is required to enter both races, and no fee is charged for the Tot Trot. 

Registration forms also are available at the Irvington Town Office, 235 Steam-
boat Road, Irvington, and the Sports Centre, 60 South Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Pre-registered participants may pick up their race number and T-shirt at Irving-
ton Baptist, 53 King Carter Drive, Irvington, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 26. On race day, registration and packet pickup forms will be avail-
able at the church from 8 to 8:45 a.m. Registration closes at 8:45 a.m.

Volunteers are needed to help with registration, course directions, splits, water 
tables, timing and refreshments. Call race director Michelle Lybarger at 438-
6391, or 435-8501 (work).

Correction: Prior articles indicating the race was November 22 and pre-regis-
tered participants could pick up their race number and T-shirt on November 21 
were in error.

The two Northern Neck football teams remaining in the Region 1A East play-
offs will play each other this week in a fight for a Group 1A semifinal spot. 

Essex beat Rappahannock, 21-7, last Friday to eliminate the Raiders from post 
season play, and the Trojans move on to face Colonial Beach at 7 p.m. Friday, 
November 28, in Tappahannock. The Drifters came away with a 22-6 win over 
Surry last Friday in the second round of the regional playoffs.

In the other regional semifinal, Parry McCluer will play at Altavista tomorrow 
night at 7 p.m.

On December 6, the top two teams from the East and West 1A brackets will 
cross over to play in the Group 1A semifinals. The winners vie for the state 
Group 1A championship on December 13 at Salem Field in Salem. 

At Essex in last week’s Region 1A East play, the Trojans (10-2) took advan-
tage of a Raiders turnover late in the first half to score the first touchdown of the 
outing after Dameon Brooks recovered a loose ball at the RHS two-yard line. A 
snap went over the head of Rappahannock quarterback Brock Belfield and was 
recovered by Brooks. Malik Martin scored to give Essex a 7-0 lead at the half. 

Rappahannock scored in the third after the Trojans fumbled and Andre Brown 
capped the scoring drive with a one-yard TD run. 

Essex broke the tie when Sterling Hammond tossed a later to Dominek Broad-
dus, who went 50 yards for a TD. Broaddus also scored off a six-yard carry late 
in the fourth.

Colonial Beach controlled the clock against Surry, running 73 plays to the 
Cougars’ 27. The Drifters held Surry to negative eight yards rushing. 

In Montross last Friday, the Fighting Blues knocked Washington & Lee out 
of the playoffs with a 48-28 win. The Blues jumped to a 28-0 lead over the host 
Eagles and opened the game with a 70-yard kickoff return. 

Jarret Sumiel led the Eagles’ offense with seven catches for 204 yards and 
Treshaun Brown completed 9-of-15 passes for 231 yards with two touchdowns. 
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Jack Jett signs to play baseball at ODU
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Trojans and Drifters
to clash in Region 1A
East football playoffs 

Top-ranked Essex dominated foot-
ball’s All-Conference #43 team with 
nine first-team selections and two of 
the defensive top honors. 

EHS senior Sterling Hammond was 
chosen as both the defensive MVP and 
the defensive back of the year. He also 
filled a first-team spot at linebacker. 

Colonial Beach High School senior 
Nick Graves was named the defensive 
lineman of the year and the Drifters’ 
Scott Foster was chosen by his peers as 
the coach of the year. Graves was also 
the first-team punter.

Rappahannock High School claimed 
all three top offensive honors with 
senior Marcus Byrd named the player 
of the year and the offensive back of 
the year. RHS junior Anthony Darby 
was named the offensive lineman of the 
year. 

Lancaster High School senior Tyrell 
Henderson was the Devils’ only first-
team selection and was named to the 
defensive first team as linebacker 
and the offensive first team as a wide 
receiver. Henderson had 33 receptions 
this season for 705 total yards and nine 
touchdowns. 

LHS senior Taylor Woolard was 
selected as a second-team quarterback 
with 53 completions for 1,065 yards 
and 14 touchdown passes. 

Other defensive first-teamers from 
EHS include junior end Dameon 
Brooks, senior lineman Markuis 
Lucas, senior linebacker Leo Gas-
kins and junior back Malik Martin. 
The Trojans placed four on the offen-
sive first team including senior guard 
Robert Umphlette, senior running back 
Leo Gaskins and senior quarterback 
Domineck Broaddus. Hammond was 
also named to the first team as a wide 
receiver.

Others named to the defensive first 
team were CBHS’s senior end and util-
ity player Carter Foster, senior line-

man Nick Graves, sophomore line-
backer Lamar Lucas and senior back 
Andrai Turner; RHS’s junior lineman 
Jovan Gillis, senior lineman Andre 
Brown and senior back Marcus Byrd, 
and Washington & Lee High School’s 
junior back Jarret Sumiel.

Second-team defensive selections 
included CBHS’s senior end Tyler 
Head, senior lineman Dez’John Parker, 
senior back Ryan Thomas and sopho-
more back Alonzo Turner; W&L’s 
senior end Jeremy Turner, senior line-
man Markeyse Thompson, senior 
linebacker Keith Johnson and senior 
back Linwood Newman; RHS’s senior 
punter Marcus Byrd, junior linebacker 
Ronald Johnson, senior linebacker 
Devin Sumiel and junior lineman 
Anthony Darby; Northumberland High 
School’s senior back Ameer Veney and 
senior linebacker Phillip Harrison,  and 
EHS’s junior utility Dameon Brooks 
and senior lineman Terrence Hall. 

Others named to the offensive first 
team were CBHS’s senior center Darin 
Jones, senior tight end Dez’John Parker 
and sophomore running back Lamar 
Lucas; RHS’s tackle Darby, sopho-
more guard Jovan Gillis and running 
back Byrd; W&L’s senior tackle Kenny 
Ashdown, junior wide receiver Jarret 
Sumiel and senior kicker Jake Daiger, 
and NHS’s senior Ameer Veney as a 
kick returner and a utility player.

Those named to the offensive second 
team were NHS’s center Harrison, 
senior guard John Brown, senior run-
ning back Tyler Costley and junior 
wide receiver Taquan Smith; EHS’s 
kicker Umphlette,  junior kick returner 
Malik Martin and junior wide receiver 
Rasaun Monroe; CBHS’s senior guard 
Brandon Buzby, senior tackle West 
Virgil and sophomore wide receiver 
Mike Mothershead; RHS’s junior 
tackle Jason Yerby, junior tight end Ben 
Shepherd, and W&L’s senior running 
backs Dexter Thompson and Marion 
Pollard.

2014 All-Conference #43
gridiron teams announced

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

A veteran of the 101st Airborne Division’s operations 
in the Normandy invasion, Operation Market Garden, and 
the Battle of the Bulge told his stories at the November 20 
meeting of the Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula Chapter of 
the Virginia Aeronautical 
Historical Society, con-
vening at the Piliot House 
Restaurant in Topping.

Norwood Thomas Jr., 
92, a native of Durham, 
N.C., enlisted on March 
16, 1942, at age 19, only 
months after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. Thomas 
was assigned to the 82nd 
Infantry Division. After 
training, the 82nd became 
the original airborne divi-
sion and was divided into 
the 82nd and 101st.

Thomas was assigned 
to the 101st Airborne, 
known as “the Screaming 
Eagles.” The 101st para-
chuted into France four 
miles inland and hours 
ahead of the famous 
D-Day beach assault. 
A few months later, Thomas rode a glider into Holland to 
take part in the failed Operation Market Garden, and in 1944 
arrived in Bastogne, carrying only light summer gear and 
cut off from Allied support, for the brutally cold Battle of 
the Bulge.

“Our casualties there were worse from the weather, really, 
than they were from the Germans,” Thomas recalled.

Thomas was only 12 miles from Munich, near Hitler’s 
favorite retreat, Adlerhorst, when the war ended. Before the 
war ended, he saw a recently-liberated concentration camp, 
showing him, in his words, “what humans can do to humans.”

Thomas was dis-
charged after the war 
ended and reenlisted in 
1959. He retired from 
the U.S. Army in 1975. 
He now lives in Virginia 
Beach, volunteering with 
Disabled American Vet-
erans and working as a 
flight instructor.

“Our people would 
die for this uniform and 
boots,” Thomas said, 
gesturing to his replica 
paratrooper uniform. 
“Every paratrooper was 
a volunteer. Nobody was 
ever drafted into the para-
troopers. I like to feel that 
I was in the company of 
the best soldiers that this 
army has ever produced.”

Thomas remembered 
his experiences with a 

sense of humor, recalling the paratrooper liberation of a bar 
after D-Day, and also remembered the pragmatic paratrooper 
approach to dealing with loss.

“We didn’t grieve if a man got hit or lost,” Thomas said. 
“He just was not there anymore. It became commonplace.”

D-Day paratrooper shares stories with aviation group
by Renss Greene

Turkey Trot registration to
end at 8:45 a.m. Thursday

The Northern Neck Anglers Club 
will host the Bonus Rockfish tourna-
ment November 29 through December 
7. There are 11 NNAC weigh-in stations 
throughout the Northern Neck.

Tournaments are free to members. 
Annual dues are $30. To join, visit north-

 The Rappahannock River Railroaders 
will have an open house from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. December 6 at 83 Ballpark Road, 

ernneckanglersclub.wordpress.com; or 
call secretary Mark Roy at 540-550-
7108.

SPORTS SHORTS
Deltaville. Trains in three gauges, O, HO, 
and G, will be running on the second 
floor. People on the first floor can view 
the action on televisions. The building is 
handicapped accessible.

There will be some train-related items 
for sale. Refreshments will be served. 
Donations will be accepted.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Follow Rt. 3 to Rt. 200 in White Stone
Call 804-435-6660

Open Monday thru Friday 7:30-5:30 
& Drop off Saturday 7:30-10:00

A world of service 
for your car & you.

Auto/Marine machine 
shop on premises

Sponsored by:

John H. Mecke, a REALTOR ready to

“Serve your Real Estate Needs on the Northern Neck”
804-577-0363 or 804-438-9893

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – November - December 2014

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 11/28

Sat. 11/29

Sun. 11/30

Mon. 12/1

Tue. 12/2

Wed. 12/3

Thu. 12/4

Fri. 12/5

Sunrise 6:59
Sunset 4:48
Moonrise 11:55
Moonset 11:29

Sunrise 7:00
Sunset 4:48
Moonrise 12:33

Sunrise 7:00
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 12:36
Moonrise 1:09

Sunrise 7:01
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 1:42
Moonrise 1:46

Sunrise 7:02
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 2:47
Moonrise 2:23

Sunrise 7:03
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 3:52
Moonrise 3:03

Sunrise 7:04
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 4:56
Moonrise 3:45

Sunrise 7:05
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 5:57
Moonrise 4:31

Low 1:04 -0.1’
High 7:11 1.4’
Low 1:54 0.0’
High 7:36 1.2’

Low 1:59 -0.2’
High 8:08 1.4’
Low 2:51 -0.1’
High 8:31 1.2’

Low 2:51 -0.2’
High 9:00 1.5’
Low 3:43 -0.1’
High 9:21 1.2’

Low 3:40 -0.2’
High 9:48 1.5’
Low 4:31 -0.2’
High 10:09 1.2’

High 2:58 1.2’
Low 9:30 0.1’
High 3:28 1.3’
Low 10:10 0.0’

High 4:01 1.2’
Low 10:36 0.1’
High 4:30 1.3’
Low 11:08 -0.1’

High 5:06 1.3’
Low 11:45 0.1’
High 5:34 1.2’

Low 12:07 -0.1’
High 6:10 1.3’
Low 12:52 0.1’
High 6:37 1.2’

Dobe Run
CANINE BOARDING, 

DAYCARE & GROOMING

Open Monday – Saturday
8am to 5:30pm

804-758-4360

Belle Isle State Park is open 
throughout the holidays and 
has great trails to walk off the 
Thanksgiving turkey. The park 
is open daily from sunrise to 
dusk. In addition, on Saturday, 
November 29, there will be 
two programs at the park visi-
tor center.

Talkin’ Turkey will be held at 
1 p.m. Learn about the iconic 
holiday bird and make a craft. 
At 3 p.m. learn how to make a 
corn husk doll. The family pro-
grams are free, however there 
is a $4 per car parking fee.

The Middlesex Family 
YMCA Jingle Bell 5K and 
Bristow-Faulkner’s Kid Fun 
Run will be held December 20 
at Piankatank River Golf Club. 
Fees are $20 for the fun run; 
$30 for the 5k prior to Decem-
ber 9, or $35; and $60 for a 
family of four or more. YMCA 
members get a $5 dicount.

Register at the YMCA, 
11487 General Puller Highway, 
Hartfield; peninsulaymca.org/
our-programs/search/, or 776-
8846. Each participant receives 
a race prize, bib number and 
post-race celebration food and 
beverages.

Susan Johnson of InsideOut 
Yoga will host her fifth annual 
candlelit “108 Sun Salutations” 
event at 5 p.m. December 21 at 
the Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship of the Rappahannock, 
366 James Wharf Road, White 
Stone.

“A sun salutation is a flowing 
series of nine postures coor-
dinated with the breath,” said 
Johnson. “The series is used as 
a warm-up during a yoga ses-
sion as well as a method of link-
ing postures to one another.” 

Per yoga tradition, partici-
pants will do 108 Ashtanga Sun 
Salutation A’s to celebrate the 
winter solstice, she said.

“The practice of 108 Sun 
Salutations is a great way to 
challenge your body, yet the 
repetitive movement makes 
it uniquely meditative,” said 
Johnson. “We breathe and move 
as a whole and each participant 
does the series his or her own 
way, maybe skipping Chaturan-
gas, maybe jumping back each 
time, maybe resting in Child’s 
Pose. It doesn’t matter how you 
do them or whether you do two, 
50, or the entire 108—we get to 

108 collectively.”
Cooling postures led by Troy 

Wyne of Results Oriented Mas-
sage in Kilmarnock will follow 
the sun salutations and a recep-
tion with wine and light snacks 
will follow the event.  

Johnson is suggesting a 
donation of $10 to benefit the 
Kids First Foundation, whose 
mission is to eliminate gen-
erational poverty through 
early childhood education and 
proper nutrition, and to bring 
a can of food for the Northern 
Neck Food Bank. Participants 
also need to bring their own 
yoga mats.

To help people prepare, 
Johnson has featured four of 
her students, Janet Hill, Jim 
Philbrick, Mariah Pollard and 
Weston Johnson, in a video of 
10 sun salutations to practice at 
home.

“It gives you an idea of the 
rhythm of the practice, the lan-
guage used, and some ways you 
can modify your own practice,” 
said Johnson.

The video can be found 
on YouTube (search for “108 
Sun Salutations Prep”), on 

InsideOut Yoga to host ‘108 Sun Salutations’

Rock catch

At the November meeting, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 33 
members elected Walter Jachimski as their new flotilla commander.

Jachimski succeeds Ed Hind who served as flotilla commander for 
the past two years.

“I look forward to the coming year and leading one of the top flotil-
las in the country by assisting the United States Coast Guard complete 
their missions,” said Jachimski.  “One of my priorities is to welcome 
new members into our flotilla.  With all the different opportunities 
within the auxiliary, there is a role for everyone whether they are an 
experienced boater or not.”

Jachimski has served in a number of staff officer positions and 
recently served as the vice commander. In addition to being a quali-
fied coxswain, he has received numerous awards including the Auxil-
iary Membership Service Award, two Coast Guard Meritorious Team 
Commendations, three Flotilla Meritorious Achievement Awards, 
five Auxiliary Operations Service Awards, seven Sustained Auxiliary 
service awards, two Coast Guard Unit Commendations, four Opera-
tional Excellence Awards and five Vessel Examiner/Marine Dealer 
Awards. 

He also was one of a three-member team from Flotilla 33 that 
placed first in the Atlantic Search and Rescue Competition at the 
Coast Guard Academy in Groton, Connecticut.

Walter Montross was elected vice commander for 2015.

the “Events” page of inside-
outyoga.org and on InsideOut 
Yoga’s Facebook page.

To reserve a spot, visit inside-
outyoga.org, email inside-
outyoga@va.metrocast.net, or 
call 436-2204.

For the week of November 
17, NN Ace Hardware took 
two of the three games from D 
& L. Kara George rolled games 
of 141, 107 and 108 for a 356 
set. Mary Newton bowled a 
110 and a 101. Peg George had 
a 114 game. Cathy Hoskins tal-
lied games of 122 and 103 for 
a set of 307. 

D & L’s Darlene Griffith 
rolled a 108 game. Jenifer 
Frank had a 108 game. Terry 
Stillman bowled games of 122, 
111 and 105 for a 338 set. Bev-
erley Benson tallied 2 games of 
100 and a 105 for a 305 set. The 
team posted high set, 1300.

R. P. Waller won two of 
the three games over Express 
Auto. Ola Rae Nash had a 131 
game and a 315 set. Ann New-
some rolled games of 111 and 
114 for a 322 set. Marsha Nash 
tallied games of 116 and 120 
for a 335 set.

Express Auto’s Vicki White 
bowled games of 124 and 104 
for a 324 set. Vivian Callaway 
rolled games of 104 and 110 
for a 311 set. Marie Piccard 
had a 115 game and a 304 set.

Yeatman’s won two of the 
three games from The Corner. 
Val Crosbie had a 107 game. 
Mary York rolled high game, 
142, and high set, 364. She 
also had games of 113 and 109. 
Joan Bowles had a 104 game. 
Alma George talled a 128 
game and a 312 set.

The Corner’s Kathy Taylor 
had games of 106 and 100 for 
a 302 set. Betty Evans rolled a 
134 game and a 328 set.
All games played at Evans Bowl-
ing Center, Kilmarnock. 

BOWLING 
RESULTS

Hunters for the Hungary 
recently posted its deer pro-
cessing and collection sites 
for the 2014 season. For each 
mature large-bodied deer that 
is donated, 20 quarter-pound 
servings of lean meat can be 
provided to those in need.

Processing sites include 
Northern Neck Meat Process-
ing serving Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties. Contact 
Charlie Fox, 804-436-6588, 
for directions, dates, hours of 
operation and special instruc-
tions.

Northumberland County 
Little League online registra-
tion for the 2015 Little League 
spring season is under way at 
northumberlandlittleleague.
com. Click the registration 
button on the About page. Reg-
istration closes March 9. Boys 
and girls ages 4-18 are eligible.

Fees are $65 per child prior 
to February 1, $75 per child 
from February 1 to 15 and $150 
from February 16 to March 8. 
Registration also will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Febru-
ary 7 and 1 to 4 p.m. Febru-
ary 15 at NES, 757 Academic 
Lane, Claraville. Three current 
documents for proof of resi-
dency dated between January 
1, 2014, and January 31, 2015 
are required. First-timers also 
need a birth certificate copy. 
Boys and girls ages 4-18 are 
eligible.

Jachimski elected 
flotilla commander

SPORTS
SHORTS

On December 8, the North-
ern Neck Audubon Society will 
conduct a bird walk at George 
Washington Birthplace National 
Monument Park on Pope’s Creek 
between Montross and Oak 
Grove in Westmoreland County.

This is a fascinating time of 
year to bird watch as the migrat-
ing waterfowl are arriving, 
sometimes in great numbers, 
said publicity chairman Maggie 
Gerdts. The National Park Ser-
vice allows visitors to view wild-
life at the birthplace of the first 
president.

In addition to wildlife, the 
park offers stunning vistas of 
the Potomac River from beau-
tiful bluffs, said Gerdts. There 
are woods, ponds, open fields 
and beaches. Possible sightings 
include bald eagles, Canada 
geese (in great numbers), white 
fronted geese, great blue herons, 
terns, gulls, loons, wild turkeys, 
tundra swans, bufflehead and 
hooded merganser ducks.

Carpools will leave Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kilmar-
nock at 7:15 a.m. Those driving 
directly should meet at 8:15 a.m. 
at the park beach.

Warm clothing is recom-
mended.There will be loaner 
binoculars available.

Call Frank Schaff at 462-0084 
so he can return a call if the walk 
is cancelled.

Audubon hosts
December 
bird walk
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VA Dealer 7915

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

ARBOR Cherry Cabinets 
& Moulding (Tops Not Incl.)

55% OFF plus an additional 10% OFF retail price

$221983

plus tax

White Stone, VA
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

For Factory Direct Pricing Call 804.435.2061

We inspect all cabinets before buyer 
receives order.

OMEGA/DYNASTY AND KITCHEN CRAFT 
CABINETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR 55%/10% OFF RETAIL

DESIGN, DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 
SERVICES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

BRING IN YOUR MEASUREMENTS TO OUR 
WHITE STONE SHOW ROOM, 

OR CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CJC

Help answer some very special

“Christmas Wishes”

Since 1986, we’ve raised over $1 million
in cash and gifts for the Middle Peninsula &

Northern Neck’s most needy kids!

Listen to 105.5 WRAR 
and River Country 107.5

Tuesday, Dec. 2nd

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

 Regardless of hemline changes, high or 
low-rise necklines and long or short hair styles, 
the need and love for earrings stays with the 
ladies.
 The more traditional earrings are in the 
European style, using fine jewels and intricately 
worked gold. Antique earrings are especially 
prized. Modern designs in clip and pierced 
styles are popular for both day and evening 
dress. Small pierced styles in a simple hoop or 
bead shape are being worn with sports attire. 
Cultured pearl earrings are a particularly nice 
addition for any collection. Stop by and see our 
nice selection of earrings for both pierced and 
non-pierced ears.

Hammocks 22/11
Evans  20/13
Giffle Boys 16/17
D&L  15/18
Naturals  14/19
Nobletts  12/21
High team game: 1. 
Evans, 554; 2. D&L 525.                                                                                                                                             
High team set: 1. Evans, 
1,566; 2. Hammocks 1,445.
High individual game: Joe 
Hudnall, 173; 2. Richard Pit-
tman, 169. High individual 
set: 1. Dana Stillman, 431; 2. 
Curtis Walker, 407. High indi-
vidual average: Don Powell, 
119.

Hammocks 19/11
Evans  17/13
Giffle Boys 16/14
D&L  4/16
Nobletts                12/18
Naturals                12/18
High team game: 1. 
Evans, 554; 2. D&L 525.                                                                                                                                             
High team set: 1. Evans, 
1,566; 2. Hammocks 1,445.

Golden Eagle Golf Club Turkey Shoot first flight winners for 
November 22 were low gross, Cruger Ragland and Gary Hodges; 
and low net, Bobby McGlohn and Bill Fritz.

Second flight winners were low gross, Andy Sharpe and Coy 
Best; and low net winners were Edward Hugate and Frankie 
Lewis.

The Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club sixth annual But-
terball Betterball tournament low gross champions were John 
Halley and Greg Robertson, with a betterball score of 73. Mac 
Conway and Mike Petty finished second, winning a playoff over 
Harold Guy and Jim Georgiadis. 

Low net champions were Lynn Jones and Kathy Rhodes, with 
a betterball score of 64. Gib Carson and Ed Roccella finished 
second.

Each player who made a cash or food donation to White Stone 
Baptist Church Food Bank received a mulligan.

Thanksgiving dinner by Pack 242

The model train exhibit at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum 
is a perennial favorite for the holiday season. It is put on by the 
RFM model shop volunteers.

This is the 18th year for the trains, reported Cheryl M. Naulty. 
This exhibit was begun when George Frayne, a founder of the 
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, donated his trains. In the 1920s 
there was a plan to build a railroad from Fredericksburg to Reed-
ville, but the project never got past the planning stage. So in fact, 
this is “the railroad that never was.” 

The main section of the village is the town of Reedville in the 
1920s and 30s, explained Naulty. All of the Reedville buildings 
are authentic replicas of the originals, many of them made by 
George Frayne and Bob Butler. Bob Butler was an architect by 
training and was responsible for most of the more elaborate build-
ings. The story goes that Bob went up in an airplane with a spotter 
pilot to be able to see the roof line of Elizabeth Miller’s Victorian 
house on Main Street in order to get the angles of the roof correct. 
The roof on the model is made of cut up business cards.

Outlying buildings are made to represent the surrounding 
towns of Heathsville, Irvington and White Stone, many made 
by the current group of volunteers, she continued. For each of 
these towns there may be one or two models representing exist-
ing structures, but the rest are generic. New features for this year 
include the addition of sound effects along the railroad route and 
a new section depicting the Lillian Lumber Yard and Mill.

The exhibit opens Friday, November 28. The fee is $5 and chil-
dren ages 12 and younger are admitted free. During the Christ-
mas on Cockrell’s Creek weekend, December 13-14, admission 
is part of the house tour ticket. House tour tickets are $25 in 
advance or $30 on tour days and include all homes, the model 
railroad and refreshments.

The exhibit is open November 28, 30, December 6, 7, 12, 13, 
14, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, Jan 3, 4, 10 and 11.

CLUB GOLF

Museum’s model train
exhibit to open Friday

BOWLING RESULTS
High individual game: Joe 
Hudnall, 173; 2. Richard Pit-
tman, 169. High individual 
set: 1. Dana Stillman, 431; 2. 
Curtis Walker, 407. High indi-
vidual average: Don Powell, 
119.
All games played at Evans 
Bowling Center, Kilmarnock. 

The Northern Neck Kennel Club recently completed its fall 
canine courses.

Classes range from puppy classes, obedience, manners, foun-
dation skills, rally, canine good citizenship, and therapy dog to 
agility. There are several levels in many of these areas, so dogs 
and their people can progress through the skills that make a great 
dog-human relationship, said treasurer and instructor Kay Guy. 

Dogs and their owners bond and have fun while learning 
important skills. Instructors have lots of experience and volun-
teer their time because they love sharing their love of dogs with 
others, said Guy.

Spring classes will begin in March. Visit northernneckken-
nelclub.com for course descriptions and registration.

Kennel club fall
classes conclude

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701
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 The Chowan University 
Department of Psychology’s 
Psi Chi National Honor Soci-
ety chapter inducted seven new 
members during a ceremony 
November 19 in Camp Hall.

Inductees included Ulysses 
Bates of Edwardsville. A 
junior, Bates is majoring in 
experimental psychology.

Lancaster Middle School 
recently released the names 
of those students achieving 
Honors (all C’s) for the first 
quarter of the 2014-15 aca-
demic session.

Grade 4 students on the 
honor roll are Jamarria 
Arrington, Aaron Arthur, 
Ke’Andre Ball, Sandy Castro, 
Hunter Hayden,Kayla Hender-
son, Shaniya Keeve, Robert 
Oliver, Evan Smith, Antavion 
Thomas, Monasia Thompson 
and Nimiyah Williams.

Grade 5 students on the 
honor roll are Anijah Ball, Asia 
Ball, Robert Booth, Jayshawn 
Burrell, Tyquon Clayton, 
SemaJ Coleman,Troy Cox, 
McDonald Crittenden, Eric 
Darrall, Paige Forrester, Ari-
elle Manning,Destiny McCar-
raher, Tristan McDaniels, Alex 
Morales, Caleb Pryor, William 
Randall, Janiaya Redmond, 
Jannasia Redmond, Briana 
Savoy, Aniya Smith, Kiyah 
Smith, Sawyer Stotz, Tren-
ton Surber,Cassidy Thomas, 
Laila Waters, James Wilmore 
and Steven Wilmore, Grayce 
Yates.

Grade 6 students on the 
honor roll are Aniyah Baker, 
Alexis Blue, Deston Daven-
port, Tiara Goldsberry, Jack-
son Hogge, Dorrien Lee, Ger-
rell Moody, Zaire Nickens, 
Elias Pryor, Alyssa Ramos, 
Dayla Reed, Karson Roop, 
Katelin Seaver, Austin Skill-
ings, Cora Smith, Terrence 
Waddy, Aaliyah Wood-Laws 
and Spirit Yarbrough.

Grade 7 students on 
the honor roll are Joziah 
Arrington, Kamajh Crockett, 
Elijah Dixon, Hailey Donovan, 
John McClain, KaRonya Neal, 
Gerkeil Owens, Olivia Rich, 
Kennon Roop, Xavier Sutton, 
Harmony Taylor, Kayla Veney 
and Rachel Woolard.

Grade 8 students on the 
honor roll are Kiran Bhat-
tarai, Rachel Clarke, Quinai-
sha Cox, Kylie DeGaetani, 
BreAna Dunaway, Hannah 
Fischer, David Hall, Matthew 
Kleinfelter, Kayona Laws, 
Elijah Palmer, Nealasia Red-
mond, Skyler Rice, Carlyle 
Smith, Kendahl Surber, Pas-
sion Thomas, Domonique 
Veney and Raishiem Weldon.

Northumberland Elementary School 
recently released the names of those students 
achieving the “AB” honor roll for the first nine 
weeks of the 2014-15 academic session.

Second-graders on the honor roll are 
Kenyon Ball, Christian Ball-Johnson, Mekhi 
Ball, Turner Bates, Aden Booth, Autumn 
Brenner, Jordan Brown, Ann Kathryn Burnett, 
Ava Burns, Angel Butler, Jacob Clarke, Regan 
Elliott, Alannah Farrell, Colby George, James 
Gile and Addison Gordon.

Also, Nicholas Hayden, Cooper Haynie, 
Rachel Headley, Kazmin James, Jeremiah 
Kearse, Emmalee King, Harmony Lee, 
Mathew Lewis, Jesus Lopez-Martinez, Gray-
son Lynn, Gretchen Lynn, Melisande Mitchell, 
Melaysia Minor, Anthony Montgomery and 
Elijiah Morton.

Also, Cheyenne Nance, Brayden New-
some, Allysia Newton, Alliya Newton, Bonnie 
Nguyen, Seriyah Nickens, Alley O’Bier, Jesus 
Santana-Ramirez, Landon Ryder, Itzel San-
tamaria, Hydie Saunders, Anne Shackleford, 
Emily Shafer, Layla Tarmon, Akira Thomas, 
Shawnna Williams and Leon Zarraga-
Domingues.

Third-graders on the honor roll are Haleigh 
Allison, Hezekiah Bailey, Nathalie Biddle-
comb, Nora Bowles, Luis Cisneros-Alvina, 
Casey Dawson, KaRon Chandler, Xavion 
Coleman, Haley Diggs, Kyle Dobyns, McK-
enna Dooley, Abigail Dunaway, Jayla Giles, 
Anthony Gregory, Jonathan Harris, Mikayla 
Hayden, Joline Haynie and Christine Ketner.

Also, Julius LaSalle, Milton Laws, Jr., Ryan 
Livesay, Christopher Nava, Caroline Neale, 
Tamia Newton, Rachel Rice, Marissa Robin-
son, Blake Rose, Arianna Ross, Joseph Scrip-
ture, James Spring, Joseph Stargell, Kristen 
Warwick, Kathryn Weary, Tucker Webb, 
Christopher Wells, Chelsey Wiggins, Darryn 
Willett, J’vian Williams, Emily Withers and 

Ryleigh Woolard.
Fourth-graders on the honor roll are Keith 

Ball, Will Biddlecomb, Khy’Shawn Blue, 
Destiny Boles, Allison Brenner, Carly Brewer, 
Deja Brown, Ashton Burns, Ty’John Campbell, 
Ny’Kasia Carter-Rice, Asziria Colbert, Destyn 
Coleman, Travis Coleman, Dynesti Cottrell, 
Diego Diaz-Zamora, Matthew Dodson, Ethan 
Downie, and Cassandra Duvall.

Also,  Brayden Gough, Tyler Green, Chris-
topher Harvey, Michael Hayden, Sydney 
Hayes, Andrew Hill, Mary Logan Hill, Madi-
son Hurd, Johnae Jackson, Hannah Jett, Joseph 
Jett, Samantha Johnson, Quinton Jones, Trev-
onn Kenner, Jack Ryan Kitchen, Courtney 
Kline, Jacob Lanuza, Joness LaSalle, Christyn 
Loving, Jazmine Mena, Brady Mullins and 
Kariana Muse.

Also, Christain Newton, Leslie O’Bier, 
Madeline Oliff, Samaria Owens, Garic Reger, 
Alona Reynolds, Dashawn Rice, Layton Saun-
ders, Tristan Scates, Cameron Seldon, Brooke 
Self, Karla Smith, Day’onna Taylor, William 
Vanlandingham, Harrison Williams, Serdrit 
Williams, Aleigha Withers and Shane Withers.

Fifth-graders on the honor roll are Cristal 
Acosta, Joshua Aleman, Grant Biddlecomb, 
Destani Blackwell, Aniyah Brown, Shane 
Bryant, Shyanne Bulson, Mia Bundy, Robert 
Clarke, Victoria Douglas, Lane Eubank, 
Brookelynn Farrell, Chase Fisher, Dalton Ful-
ford, Madison Garrity, Gracianne Hall, T’Kyia 
Hall, Kemyah Johnson and Layla Johnson.

Also, Cassidy Lane, Bailey Lewis, Thomas 
Neale, Owen Newsome, Leah Oliff, Skyler 
Pearson, Elizabeth Perkins, Channing Reyn-
olds, Brooke Roberts, Sophia Sapanara, Julia 
Saville, Jersey Smith, Lucas Swann, Aden 
Swisher, Amaya Thomas, Christopher Tim-
berlake, Mackenzie Vanlandingham, Brad-
ley Viers, Sara Wilson and Rodrigo Zavala-
Medina

Northumberland High School 
recently released the names of 
those students achieving Prin-
cipal’s Honor Roll (straight A’s) 
for the first quarter of the 2014-
15 academic session.

Seniors on the honor roll are 
Julia Arrington, Kayla Bryant, 
Jonathan Kiss, John Lewis, 

Northumberland High School 
principal Dr. Travis Burns has 
been selected to serve as the 
Region III director and member 
of the board of directors for the 
Virginia Association of Second-
ary School Principals (VASSP).  

Region III covers 17 school 
divisions including Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Westmore-
land and Essex. The mission of 
VASSP is to assist school prin-
cipals and assistant principals 
in providing leadership to their 
schools and communities for the 
purpose of improving the educa-
tion of Virginia’s youth.

Burns also will serve as a 
member of the board of trust-
ees for the Virginia Founda-
tion for Educational Leadership 
(VFEL). The VFEL provides 
professional development oppor-
tunities for current and aspiring 
school leaders. Burns completed 
a leadership development ori-
entation with VASSP/VFEL on 
November 18. 

The Lions Club of Nor-
thumberland County recently 
held its annual Peace Poster 
contest for ages 11-13.

The contest is governed by 
the rules of Lions Interna-
tional, reported Bud Disney. 
As a global contest, rules 
are strictly enforced. The 
contest begins at the local 
Lions Club. The winner of 
that group then moves to the 
24-district level.

The winner of that contest 
moves to the state contest; 
surviving that, the winner 
moves to a regional level, 
then to the national level 
and from there to the global 
level. At the global level, 
23 merit winners will be 
chosen world-wide. At that 
point there would have been 
some 350,000 posters cre-
ated worldwide, representing 
a monumental endeavor, he 
said.

This year, the Northum-
berland winners are first,  
Kayala Gooch; second, Dani-
elle Sheriden;  third, Jean 
Jett; and honorable mention, 
Mckensey Smithart, Kelsey 
Moss, Rachel Jackson and 
Lauren Ambrose.

Peace Poster winners announced

Gooch received a $100 
Savings Bond; Sheridan, a 
$75 Savings Bond; Jett, a $50 
Savings Bond; and Smithart, 
Moss, Jackson and Ambrose 
each will receive $25.

All 41 posters by the stu-
dents will be exhibited at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library during December, 
added Disney.

NES names its ‘AB’ honor roll

NHS principal 
named to 
professional 
boards

Follow a rigorous vetting 
process, the Lancaster County 
Virginia Education Foundation 
(LCVEF) Mini-Grant selec-
tion board chose Lancaster 
High School Air Force Junior 
Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (AFJROTC) as a recipi-
ent of $470.69.

The grant will allow the 
unit to further pursue rock-
etry, solid fuels, lift, thrust and 
rocket flight characteristics as 
part of the Aerospace Science 
curriculum. 

“The mini-grant funding 
will allow our cadets to expand 
their application and critical 
thinking skills constructing the 
two-stage recoverable rocket 
assemblies, installing engines 
and actually launching and 
recovering the rockets,” said 
retired Chief Master Sgt. James 
Wood. “We plan to purchase 
additional engines to allow us 
to reuse the rocket bodies for 
future AFJROTC cadets. 

Chief Master Sgt. Wood is 

Air Force JROTC receives mini-grant

the LHS AFJROTC Aerospace 
Science instructor.

“It is with the generous 
financial support of our local 
community your Air Force 
Junior Reserve Officers Train-

ing Corps remains a viable and 
valuable program,” he added. 
“We look forward to con-
tinuing our partnership with 
the LCVEF in educating this 
nation’s future leaders.”   

LMS posts Honors list

NHS announces 
Principal’s Honors

Adam Parker, Sarah Schindler 
and Warren Talent.

Kyle Hanks is the only junior 
on the Principal’s Honor Roll.

Sophomores on the honor 
roll are Macey Augst, Mikayla 
Barr, Trinity Bea, Mary Kath-
erine Ellis, Chris Hall, Kate-
lyn Haynie, Jillian Jett, Emily 
MacLeod, Alexis Newsome, 
Emma Saunders and Hannah 
Walker.

Freshmen on the honor roll 
are Hannah Allison, Khadijah 
Bea, Rain Eguiguren, Maken-
zie Kent, Abby Kiss, Zoe Non-
nemacker, Lauren Suchan, 
Lizzie Swann, Zachary Swift 
and Lucinda Wigfield.

FYI
River Market

Happy
Thanksgiving 

White Stone 435-1725

SCHOOL 
REPORTS

Entertaining lessons
Upcoming Heritage Arts 

classes at Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern, 73 Monu-
ment Place, Heathsville, 
include Beginner Stained 
Glass, December 9; and Snow-
flakes-Specialty Stained Glass, 
December 11. 

For times, fees and registra-
tion, visit RHHTFoundation.
org, or call 580-3377.

Northumberland Elemen-
tary School third-graders had 
an exciting learning opportu-
nity.

The American Red Cross 
has developed a course just 
for them called “Passport 
to Disaster Preparedness,” 
reported Dana-Joy Nay. 

Some of the things they 
learned were to build a kit, 
have a family home evacua-
tion plan and stay informed, 
said Nay. Take-home items 
included a start-up kit and 
their class booklet, so they 
can share with their siblings, 
parents and grandparents.

The instructors came from 
the Northumberland County 
Chapter of The American 
Red Cross, including execu-
tive director Shirley Grant, 
three members of the Nor-
thumberland High School 
American Red Cross Youth 
Club and volunteers Mary-
Ann and Phillip Goodall with 
Delilah, their canine ambas-
sador.

Third-graders 
receive 
disaster prep 
instruction
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A Listening Lambs story hour 
will be held for ages 3 to 6 from 
10 to 11 a.m. Thursday, Decem-
ber 4, at the Northumberland 
Public Library, 7204 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville. 

The theme will be Elf on 
the Shelf. There will be songs, 
poems, stories, a craft and a 
snack.

William & Mary Lower 
Northern Neck Alumni Chap-
ter invites alumni and friends 
to a Holiday Gathering from 
5 to 7 p.m. December 5 at the 
Steamboat Museum, 156 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington. “We’ll 
toast the holidays with French 
wines, and enjoy a delicious 
spread of hors d’oeuvres and 
sweets,” said Ronneee Taylor.

Attendees are urged to bring 
a new, unwrapped toy or book, 
or a cash donation, for the 
Bank of Lancaster’s Golden 
Santa Program to help brighten 
the holidays for local families. 
To RSVP, call Carol Hughes at 
438-5739.

Learning that is relevant and authentic develops deep skill 
sets that apply broadly to all areas of the curriculum. The con-
cept of place-based learning draws from this axiom and is 
clearly in play as Chesapeake Academy’s seventh and eighth 
grade students head out onto the Chesapeake Bay this week.

Students will be learning about aquaculture, oysters, bay 
ecology, nutrient cycles, and food chains as they prepare for a 
comparative field study of the Chesapeake Bay and the Florida 
Keys planned for the spring. 

“Dynamic, engaging learning develops enthusiastic and suc-
cessful learners,” said Chesapeake Academy science teacher Paul 
McAllister. “It is the most fun way to teach. Many thanks to Dave 
Cola, Christchurch School’s Great Journeys Watershed coordina-
tor, for his help in facilitating this phase of the field study.”

On November 18, a number of outstanding Virginia Community 
College System (VCCS) students who have qualified for prestigious 
statewide scholarships were honored at a luncheon in Richmond.

Rappahannock Community College (RCC)  student Kendra Yates, 
a Middlesex High School graduate, has been awarded a Common-
wealth Legacy Scholarship in the amount of $3,500 for the 2014-15 
academic year, reported public information officer Tom Martin. To 
be considered for this competitive award, Yates was interviewed and 
required to demonstrate academic excellence as well as a commit-
ment to developing her leadership skills. 

After receiving her RCC associate’s, Yates hopes to become an 
oncology nurse, and eventually to enter medical school.

The Commonwealth Legacy Scholarships are funded by the Vir-
ginia Foundation for Community College Education, in honor of 
groups or individuals who have been chosen by each community col-
lege to receive the Chancellor’s Awards for leadership in philanthropy, 
said Martin.

RCC’s 2014 recipients of the Chancellor’s Award were the six chil-
dren of Charles and Elizabeth Ryland, who established an endowed 
scholarship with the RCC Educational Foundation (RCCEFI) in 
memory of their parents’ commitment to higher education. 

On November 7, at both Rap-
pahannock Community College 
campuses, 17 teams of two or 
three high school students partic-
ipated in the annual Team Math 
Contest. 

King William, New Kent, Nor-
thumberland and West Point high 
schools and Chesapeake Bay 
Governor’s School-Glenns each 
sent one team. Colonial Beach, 
King and Queen Central, Rap-
pahannock and Washington and 
Lee high schools, Chesapeake 
Bay Governor’s School-Warsaw 
and St. Margaret’s School each 
sent two teams. 

The contest, organized by RCC 
mathematics instructor Robert 
Parker with help from mathemat-
ics professor Dr. Tom Mosca 
and developmental mathematics 
instructor Brenda Callis, con-
sisted of 15 highly challenging 
questions testing several branches 
of mathematics—geometry, alge-
bra, and pre-calculus. Each team 
worked together to solve the 
problems under the supervision 
of a proctor, and the teams had 
60 minutes to complete as many 
questions as possible.

The victorious St. Margaret’s 
School team brought back a 
trophy and, as is tradition, rang 
the St. Margaret’s Victory Bell in 
recognition of their efforts.

“These students have learned 

LHS meets College
Application Week goal

The results are in.
Lancaster High School’s College Application Week met its 

goal of 80% of seniors applying to college or another post-sec-
ondary educational option. 

Of the 74 students in the senior class, 59 filled out an online 
application, reported guidance counselor Lara Brown.

“Approximately 108 applications were submitted with a total 
savings in application fee waivers of $3,318,” she said.

It was the first year of LHS’s participation in the program. 
During the week, application fees were waived by participating 
colleges in Virginia.

“We are thrilled with our first year, but most importantly, the 
seniors were on top of their game all week,” said Brown. “The 
teachers are to be commended also for their support and assis-
tance all week.”

by Audrey Thomasson

St. Margaret’s School wins again

to persevere through challenging 
problems, re-start when neces-
sary, and communicate math-
ematics with clarity. The math 
department is proud of the suc-
cess our students achieved in the 
team competition and also of the 

smaller successful moments stu-
dents experience in each math 
class at St. Margaret’s,” said math 
department head and dean of fac-
ulty Keith Krusz.

“This year’s contest was well 
attended and very competitive,” 

SCHOOL 
REPORTS

RCC scholar honored

Estuary field study begins

EMT students win parade trophy

Spanish instruction

said Parker. “We look forward to 
having even more teams next year.”

Winners were first, St. Mar-
garet’s School, Cameron Durr, 
Yuqin Peng and Siyuan Mu; 
second, Chesapeake Bay Gov-
ernor’s School-Glenns, David 
Bushhouse, Zach Kaylor and 
Andy Jin; and third, Chesapeake 
Bay Governor’s School-Warsaw, 
Nicholas Jett and Adam Parker. 
Kaylor, Jett, and Parker are all 
repeat winners from the 2013 
contest.

Each of the winning teams 
received a trophy, and certificates 
of participation were given to all 
contestants.

Krusz, the St. Margaret’s 
School Mathletes’ coach, pre-
sented at the 2012 AP National 
Conference and has been consec-
utively selected as one of the high 
school teachers who joins forces 
with college professors to score 
more than 400,000 AP Calculus 
exams.

Being an AP Calculus exam 
reader “is a busy time, but it is 
an excellent professional devel-
opment experience. I believe my 
students benefit from what I have 
learned as one of the national 
Calculus exam graders.”

In May 2014, all four of Krusz’s 
seniors who took the AP Calculus 
exam earned perfect scores of 5, 
receiving college credit.

Holiday
Greetings

in the
Rappahannock Record

The annual Christmas Greetings section 
will be published in the December 18 
issue of the Rappahannock Record.

It is filled with Season’s Greetings from 
area businesses and Letters to Santa. 
Call today & send holiday wishes to 

your customers in this special section.

Rappahannock Record

mail@rapprecord.com

December

Deadline  10
for

Holiday Greetings 
and

Santa Letters

  The Animal Welfare League has many animals for adoption to good, loving homes.
  The dogs, puppies, cats and kittens change rapidly; in lieu of listing them, interested persons may call the
league at 435-0822 or Joyce at 462-0091 to be advised of what is available at that time. Visits to local animal
shelters also are encouraged.

Animals for adoption
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Dr. Susan Anthony-Tolbert of Heathsville has just released “Ye 
Olde Sweet Songs of Christmas Past,” a collection of seasonal 

harp solos with bell and marimba accompaniments.
Dr. Anthony-Tolbert is a popular performer who has enter-

tained audiences and guests at various historical venues and 
homes throughout the area. She also is one of the most frequently 
requested artists on Radio Vermont.

Her CDs have sold well both locally and nationally, she said.
This latest CD contains the “Corelli Concerto Grosso Per la Note 

di Natale” played as a harp solo. This music dates back to the 17th 
century, said Dr. Anthony-Tolbert. Many of the other selections on 
the CD are also very early Christmas music, and some are Grego-
rian Chants.

Traditional songs like “The First Noel,” “Angels We Have Heard 
on High” and “Silent Night” have not been overlooked, however.

The CD will benefit local historical societies such as the Nor-
thumberland County Historical Society, Heathsville; the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library, Lancaster; the Richmond 
County Museum, Warsaw; and the Kinsale Museum, Kinsale. This 
Christmas CD can be purchased at these places.

Dr. Susan Anthony-Tolbert

Harpist releases Christmas
album to benefit museums

Riverside Tappahannock Hospital (RTH) 
on Thursday, December 4, will hold its 
annual Tree Lighting and Christmas raffle 
to benefit WRAR Christmas Wishes and the 
RTH Make A Difference Fund. 

The free, public event will include a 
photo opportunity with Santa, a craft table 
to create a card for a patient, access to the 
gift shop, refreshments and the lighting of 
the Hospital Tree. Activities will begin at 
6 p.m. The raffle drawing will be held at 7 
p.m.

The raffle prize packages, which are 
donated by RTH employees, are each valued 
starting at $100, with some going over 
$500. Since each prize package is a separate 

drawing, participants get the opportunity to 
choose which package they would like to 
win. Entrants will have more than 10 pack-
ages to choose from when distributing their 
tickets. 

“I look forward to seeing what creative 
ideas team members come up with every 
year. It becomes a friendly competition, 
since each department wants to have the 
most popular basket for bragging rights,” 
said RTH administrator John Peterman.

Raffle tickets may be purchased during 
weekday business hours in the administra-
tive wing of the hospital. They are $1 each, 
or six for $5 will remain on sale until the 
drawing.

Proceeds of the raffle are divided evenly 
between WRAR Christmas Wishes and the 
RTH Make A Difference Fund. Christmas 
Wishes provides Christmas gifts to children 
and families in need due to medical and/
or financial hardship. The Make a Differ-
ence Fund allows the hospital to continu-
ally enhance the facilities, equipment and 
programs that support the healthcare needs 
of the communities it serves. A major effort 
is currently underway to raise funds for 
the Building a Better Place to Heal Capi-
tal Campaign, which was created to reno-
vate the hospital, providing private rooms 
for patients and enhancing the delivery of 
healthcare.

This season, many North-
ern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula seniors who are alone or 
impoverished will receive some 
holiday cheer thanks to the Be a 
Santa to a Senior® program.

Sponsored by the local Home 
Instead Senior Care® office, 
the program brings together 
nonprofits,  businesses and 
volunteers to provide gifts and 
companionship for lonely and 
isolated seniors.

“It is heartbreaking to think 
of the senior members of our 

community spending the holi-
days all by themselves, without 
any gifts or any way to celebrate 
the season,” said Teresa Stein-
fatt, owner of the Home Instead 
Senior Care office serving The 
Northern Neck and Middle Pen-
insula. “But all too often, that’s 
what happens when seniors live 
alone. It can be a really tough 
time of year for them.”

Home Instead Senior Care has 
partnered with various assisted 
living and physical therapy facil-
ities to help with the gift collec-

‘Be a Santa’ program to brighten the holidays for some area seniors

Hospital to host tree lighting ceremony and raffle

A bit of magic happens every 
third Tuesday of the month at 
the Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic’s Phyllis F. Smith Build-
ing in Kilmarnock.

The clinc in August began a 
new Musculoskeletal Clinic at 
its auxiliary building on DMV 
Drive, Kilmarnock, in conjunc-
tion with Abilities Abound, a 
physical therapy firm in Callao.

The specialty clinic, designed 
for those in chronic pain, pro-
vides a host of therapies to help 
individuals cope and alleviate 
suffering. Clinic patients who 
may benefit from the therapies 
are referred to the monthly pro-
gram or to Carousel Physical 
Therapy in Kilmarnock, which 
accepts referrals at its offices.

Abilities Abound brings its 
entire staff for the monthly 
morning sessions, where two 
groups of referred patients are 
able to rotate between therapies, 
offered simultaneously in both 
group and individual sessions. 
The NNFHC supplements with 
medical, counseling and admin-
istrative volunteers.

Physical therapist (PT) Dr. 
Merthia Haynie provides indi-
vidual sessions, as do PT assis-
tant Carol Lane and PT technician Kayla Haynie. Catherine Jack-
son offers massage therapy. Kimberly Haynie provides nutrition 
counseling. Exercise therapist and Abilities Abound’s wellness 

center director Jamie Veney 
gives group exercise instruction 
and is available for individual 
questions and guidance.

While patients move from 
physical to massage to exercise 
therapies, clinic medical direc-
tor Dr. Charles Maresh is avail-
able for those due for a medical 
visit. Clinic volunteer counselor 
Brenda Smith gives group ses-
sions on mindfulness, breath-
ing, and meditation techniques. 

Abilities Abound operations 
manager LaTilda Owens keeps 
track of scheduling who goes to 
which session when. Clinic vol-
unteers Anne Ulses and Joyce 
Warfield help with the patient 
registrations and flow of opera-
tions.

The monthly sessions are “a 
really good idea, and it’s good 
to give back,” Owens said.

“Giving back is the whole 
reason I went into this field,” 
said C.J. Lang, adding that 
counseling goes hand in hand 
with the physical therapies 
since chronic pain can be so 
emotionally tiring.

“It’s a pleasure being here,” 
said Veney, the exercise thera-
pist. He works regularly with 

all age groups, from Boys and Girls Club members to the “Age 
for Action” program for older residents involving chair exercises, 
basic stretching and strength training.  

Physical therapists partner with 
Northern Neck Free Health Clinc

From left are (front row) Dr. Merthia Haynie, LaTilda 
Owens, MBA, Carol Lane, LPTA, and Dr. Kimberly Haynie; 
(next row) Kayla Haynie and Catherine Jackson, LMT; 

(next row) Jamie Haynie and Dr. Charles Maresh.

16155 Northumberland High-
way, Burgess.

Therapy, 765 Northumberland 
Highway, Callao.

500 Irvington Road, Kilmar-
nock.

-
hannock Boulevard, Tappahan-
nock.

Tappahannock.
Program partners and volun-

teers will wrap and distribute the 
gifts to local seniors who might 
otherwise spend the holiday 
alone.

 “During this season of giving, 
we encourage shoppers to buy a 
little extra for a local senior,” said 
Steinfatt. “Your gift—and more 
importantly the visit that comes 
with the delivery—could make 
their holiday season.”

Helping Salvation Army
Cooperative Helping Hands member Casey Hayes (left) 
presents a donation to Richmond County Salvation Army 
chairman Jack Harris. The Salvation Army provides 

disasters or emergencies. Cooperative Helping Hands 
Association is the fundraising organization established 
by the Northern Neck Electric Cooperative employees 
for community projects and support.

JES Foundation Repair 
(JES) recently received the 

Business Magazine. This is 
the fourth year JES has been 

growing companies in Hamp-
ton Roads.  

-
tinction was awarded to busi-
nesses able to achieve growth 
and expand in the current 
economic climate. To qualify, 
companies must be headquar-
tered in the Hampton Roads 
area, founded prior to FY 

of consecutive growth, and 
earned gross revenues of at 

firm, Cherry Bekaert, inter-
viewed finalists and verified 
their financial data.

“It is an honor to be acknowl-
edged for our vision and hard 
work.We are fortunate to have 
a team of skilled professionals 
who are dedicated to improv-
ing our offerings while intro-
ducing new products and ser-
vices,” said Jesse Waltz, P.E., 
owner and president of JES. 

JES Foundation Repair earns Roaring 20 Award

Virginia Farm Bureau Insurance Services named Billy Bar-

conference at The Williamsburg Lodge in Williamsburg.
The Master Agent title recognizes agents for excellent overall 

performance in every aspect of their job.
Barrack, who works out of the Northumberland/Lancaster 

Alfonso with his wife, Jamie, and their children, Will and Whit-

Main Street, Kilmarnock.
Farm Bureau Insurance is committed to providing products 

that best meet the insurance needs of Virginia’s families and 
small businesses.

Barrack named Master Agent

tion and distribution. Program 
officials hope to collect and 

season.
Participating locations will 

display Be a Santa to a Senior 
Christmas trees through Decem-
ber 15. The trees will feature 
ornaments with seniors’ first 
names and their gift requests. 
Holiday shoppers can pick orna-
ments from the trees, buy the 
items listed and return them 

unwrapped (with the ornament 
attached) to the location where 
they picked them.

Be a Santa to a Senior trees 
will be at:

Living at Farnham, 511 Cedar 
Grove Road, Farnham.

Drive Warsaw. 

HEN we build, let us think that we 
build forever. Let it not be for 

present delight nor for present use alone. 
Let it be such work as our descendants will 
thank us for; and let us think, as we lay 
stone on stone, that a time is to come when 
those stones will be held sacred because our 
hands have touched them, and that men 
will say, as they look upon the labor and 
wrought substance of them, “See! This our 
father did for us.” –John Ruskin

W

“This is what we strive for.” 
Please let us serve you.

 Cres Saunders  804-435-6405
    804-436-6258

  CRESTON
  SAUNDERS 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

“Our employees have been 
key in overcoming challenges 
as we continue to scale opera-
tions.”

With Waltz at the helm, JES 
has consistently increased 
profitability and served over 

-
mercial property owners since 
the company was founded in 

“This award exemplifies our 
commitment to strengthening 
local and regional infrastruc-
ture while creating employ-
ment opportunities. We are 
proud to contribute to job 
growth as well as technologi-
cal innovation, most recently 
with the development of our 
business management soft-
ware, BizWiz©®,” said Waltz.

U.S. pork producers are poised to ramp up production in the 
coming year, while beef cattle producers have been paring down 
their herds.

Beef cattle numbers in the U.S. have been declining over the 
past few years, and herds are as small as they’ve been since the 
1960s, said Bob Young, chief economist for the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. Next year, he predicted, U.S. pork production 
will top U.S. beef production for the first time since the 1950s.

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation commodity marketing direc-
tor Spencer Neale noted that, over the past year, hog numbers 
nationwide have been significantly affected by a porcine virus. 
But that problem has been addressed, he said, and swine numbers 
are ready to rebound.

On the other hand, “farmers reduced their cattle herds because 
feed prices were high and the sale prices they were getting for the 
animals were high,”said Neale. “That gave them a good reason 
to sell cattle they would normally keep as breeding animals to 
maintain or grow their herds.”

The lower the cattle inventory, the higher consumer prices 
become, he explained. 

“If we can rebuild our herds and feed prices keep coming 
down, I would expect some relief at the meat counters, but it will 
probably take a couple of years,” said Neale.

While pigs have two litters a year and chickens can hatch 
chicks about every three months, the gestation period for cattle 
is nine months, he said. Cows that have had calves are not bred 
again for two to three months.

Pork production will surpass beef



C7RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

CRACKED
FOUNDATION?

888-698-2158

$500 Off!*

She’s Got a  
Pain Free  
Knee and  
She Knows  
How to Use it.
After years of suffering from knee pain, Iva had a total 

knee replacement and is totally 
pleased. Find out how orthopedic surgeon 
Barbaro Perez, MD, helped Iva take advantage 
of a new knee and some new possibilities. 

Read Iva’s story at  
riversideonline.com/orthostories.

X-ray of Iva Belvin’s 
knee after surgery.

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-0529.

Barbaro J. Perez, MD

riversideonline.com/ortho

Orthopedic Specialists
Gloucester

-
ginia Community College 
System (VCCS) sponsored a 
luncheon to which the Work-
force Development teams 

institutions—including Rap-
pahannock Community Col-
lege (RCC)—were invited.

The purpose of the gather-
ing was to honor exemplary 
performance within those 

teams, explained public infor-
mation officer Tom Martin.

Chancellor’s Awards were 
given in the categories of 
occupation instruction and 
services, community services, 
employee services and career 
paths. VCCS assistant vice 
chancellor of career pathways 
and workforce programs Ran-
dall Stamper introduced the 
vice presidents of workforce 

development from each col-
lege, who named the team 
members they had chosen for 
recognition, and presented 
them their awards.

RCC’s Jason Perry called 
forward Marjorie Lampkin, 
the director of RCC’s Office 
of Career and Transition Ser-
vices, to receive an award in 
the career paths category; Dr. 
Donald Bartholomay, the pro-

gram manager for the Work-
force Development Office’s 
credit programs, for occupa-
tion instruction and services; 
and Mike Jenkins, executive 
director of the Bay Consor-
tium Workforce Investment 
Board and a member of the 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee 
for RCC’s Business Manage-
ment programs, for commu-
nity services.

From left are Rappahannock Community College workforce coordinator David Valadez, Dr. Donald Bartholomay, 
Majorie Lampkin, Mike Jenkins and Jason Perry.

RCC workforce team members receive awards

U.S. agricultural exports, including 
those from Virginia, are at an all-time 
high.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
recently announced that agricultural 

topping last year’s record $141 billion.
“American farmers and ranchers have 

once again achieved another year of 
record exports,” said Agriculture Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack. “Agricultural exports 
have climbed 41% in value over the 
past five years. U.S. agricultural exports 
have increased in volume as well as in 
monetary value, which demonstrates an 
increasing global appetite for high-qual-
ity, American-grown products.”

Virginia agricultural products have fol-
lowed the same trend.

In March, Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
announced the state’s farm and forestry 

“Continuing to increase Virginia’s agri-
cultural and forestry exports and making 
Virginia the East Coast capital for these 
exports are top economic development 
and job creation priorities for my admin-
istration,” McAuliffe said.

Agriculture and forestry contribute $70 
billion to Virginia’s economy, “so ship-
ping agricultural and forestry products 
into the global marketplace is critical to 
maintaining our economy,” said Andrew 
Smith, senior assistant director of gov-
ernmental relations for the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation.

“Our farmers see the value in exporting 
their products, and we work with them as 
often as we can to help them find trade 
opportunities,” said Smith.

Agricultural exports from Virginia have 

the state launched a strategic plan to grow 
those exports.

A similar effort has been made nation-
ally. Vilsack said the USDA’s Made in 

Rural America initiative “will continue to 
focus on investments in rural businesses, 
manufacturing, energy, water and other 
infrastructure development. Collectively, 
these efforts help to expand export oppor-
tunities for what is grown and made in rural 
America, create jobs and foster growth that 
strengthens our nation’s economy.”

Virginia has trade representatives in 
key markets to help facilitate the pur-
chase of Virginia agricutlural and forestry 
products. State trade offices are operating 
in Canada, Latin America, Europe, India, 
Russia, China and Hong Kong.

The top three export markets for Vir-
ginia are China, Canada and Switzerland. 
Virginia’s top farm and forestry exports 
include soybeans, soy meal and soybean 
oil; lumber and logs; unmanufactured 
leaf tobacco; wheat, corn, barley and 
other grains; animal feed; pork; poultry; 
seafood; processed foods and beverages, 
including wine; wood pellets; animal fats 
and oils; raw peanuts; and cotton.

Virginia farm exports continue upward trend

In modern agriculture, there 
is much we can control, but 
two dynamics remain beyond 
reach: weather and markets. 
The unpredictability of both, 
and sudden changes in either, 
can disrupt any family farm-
ing operation.

Virginia dairy producers 
know these dynamics first-

provides a safety net, in the 
form of the new Margin Pro-
tection Program for dairy, so 
that when unforeseen swings 
in markets occur, dairy pro-
ducers are better protected 
and family businesses remain 
strong.   

The Margin Protection Pro-
gram for dairy, which replaces 
the Milk Income Loss Con-
tract program, was created by 
the Farm Bill to shield against 
when the margin—the differ-
ence between the price of milk 
and feed costs—falls below 
the levels of coverage selected 
by participating dairy produc-
ers.

However, this safety net is 
not automatic. Producers must 
visit the Farm Service Agency 
office to enroll before Friday, 
December 5, to lock in these 

Northern Neck FSA Office, 
5559 Richmond Road, Warsaw, 
serves local producers.

For just $100 they can cover 

90% of their production at $4 
margin swings and with afford-
able incremental premiums, 

enroll this year, will receive a 
slight increase in production 
protection that won’t be avail-
able in the future.

Farmers also have a chance 
to share their comments and 
help shape the Margin Protec-
tion Program for the future. 
According to statistics, more 
than 90% of dairy farms are 
family-owned and operated, 
often by multiple generations. 
USDA is committed to sup-
porting family farmers and 
creating strong opportuni-
ties for the next generation of 
dairy farmers.

USDA urges dairy producers to choose protections by Dec. 5
by J. Calvin Parrish

Submit comments at http://
go.usa.gov/GJSA, or send 
them by mail to Danielle 
Cooke, special programs man-
ager, Price Support Division, 

1400 Independence Ave. SW., 

accepted until December 15.   
J. Calvin Parrish is state 

executive director for USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency in Vir-
ginia. 

Packaging Solutions
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435-9315 Mon.-Fri. 10-5

The Sewing Box
9:30 am - 5:30 pm

ONE STOP
Plumbing and Electric Supplies

 Serving homeowners and contractors 
for over 30 years

wire, pipe, light bulbs, water heaters, toilets, pumps, 

water valves, 

Open Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m to Noon                                      

Farm Bureau producer 
members across Virginia are 
gearing up to discuss critical 
issues with state legislators 
in order to bring them up to 

General Assembly.
The Virginia Farm Bureau 

Federation has organized 
regional meetings for farmers 
and their state senators and 
delegates in November and 
December.

“The idea is to take our 
grassroots-determined poli-
cies and get them out in front 
of the legislators prior to the 
upcoming General Assembly,” 
said Martha Moore, VFBF 
vice president of governmen-
tal relations. “We want to brief 
them on the issues that affect 
Virginia farmers and give them 
the necessary background they 
need to make good decisions 
when they have to vote on 
these issues.”

Farm Bureau representa-
tives will meet with legislators 
again in January during the 
annual VFBF Legislative Day.
Top six issues

Urging lawmakers to ade-
quately fund Virginia’s Agri-
culture Best Management 
Practices Cost-Share Program 
is among Farm Bureau’s top 
six pre-session critical issues. 
Funds for the BMP program 

help farmers voluntarily meet 
Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay 
watershed implementation 
plan goals in order to avoid 
mandatory requirements. The 
funding also helps soil and 
water conservation districts 
assist farmers in developing 
management plans that protect 
the environment.

The state’s largest farm 
organization also is asking 
legislators to maintain state 
oversight and regulation of the 
application of biosolids and 
similar products as a source of 
nutrients on farmland.

“Farmers need nutrients on 
their farmland to help their 
crops and pastureland to grow 
and thrive. Biosolids is the 
ultimate use of a recycled 
product that helps provide 
those nutrients for crops and 
pasture,” Moore said.

In addition, members are 
asking legislators not to pass 
laws that would change or 
weaken the state’s Right to 
Farm Act. “While this law is 

-
vides valuable legal protection 
to production agriculture from 
nuisance suits, and a level 
playing field regarding restric-
tive ordinances,” she said.

Farmers will also remind 
legislators of the importance 
of laws to help incentivize 

farmland preservation for 
future generations. Programs 
such as the land preservation 
tax credit and the Office of 
Farmland Preservation’s pur-
chase of development rights 
grant program are examples of 
tools that help to keep working 
farmland from being devel-
oped. 

While the commonwealth 
is going through tough budget 
times, Farm Bureau is empha-
sizing the value of the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services weights 
and measures program in 
helping ensure that consumers 
receive the products they pay 
for, that businesses compete 
fairly and that state govern-
ment provides the appropriate 
oversight. 

“Farmers, especially those 
who raise livestock, rely on 
this state oversight in some 
of their domestic market-
ing agreements,” Moore said. 
“This is one instance where 
it’s important to remind legis-
lators of the value of programs 
that have been a part of gov-
ernment since Colonial times.”

“All of these issues affect 
our farmers one way or 
another, and it’s important that 
we get the word out to our leg-
islators and help garner their 
support,” Moore said.  

Farm Bureau identifies critical issues for 2015
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Looking for an eye doctor?
Come see the doctor who teaches doctors!

R outinely published and 
actively lectures in his profession

Manages Ocular Disease 

Sp ecializes in Diffi cult Prescriptions 
(Contact Lenses/Glasses)

Peter E. Wilcox, OD, FIAO
Wilcox Eye Center
Tyndall Square
2652 George Washington Memorial Hwy.

Just 2 miles north of the Coleman Bridge
Check us out on the web at www.wilcoxeye.com

Consider Corneal Molding for yourself or your children
Provides daytime freedom from eyeglasses and contact lenses

“Stops kids eyes from getting worse every year.”

Providing cutting edge eye care and eye wear for over 25 years

Oyster aquaculture produc-
tion continues to rev up the 
seaside economies in Mary-
land and Virginia, but the need 
for better leasing laws and pro-
cedures coupled with a tough 
year for hatcheries slowed pro-

Hatcheries from Maryland 
to North Carolina experienced 
water-quality problems, and 
scientists haven’t figured out 

hatchery managers and scien-
tists blamed a slog of freshwa-
ter from hurricanes for poor 
production, this year’s prob-
lems seem site-specific.

At the University of Mary-
land’s Horn Point Hatchery in 
Cambridge, production was 

to Don Webster, an exten-
sion agent who specializes in 
aquaculture. Horn Point is the 
largest hatchery in Maryland, 
and the state owns and oper-
ates it. Unlike many private 
hatcheries, Horn Point’s is 
loaded with top-notch equip-
ment and several filtration 
systems. Webster said Horn 
Point staff consulted with 
oyster experts elsewhere, but 
couldn’t figure out the prob-
lem, which lasted from May 
until July.

“This was the first time we’d 
seen it widespread, and for that 
long,” said Webster. “Nothing 
seemed to work on it.”

Horn Point will close the 
year with about 900 mil-
lion spat, which oyster farm-
ers and the state plant on the 
bottom after the larvae set on 

Point announced it produced 
more than 1 billion spat, more 
than any other hatchery in the 
country. That was after sev-
eral years in the 500-million 
range.

Spat-on-shell is how most 
oysters are grown in Mary-
land and Virginia’s aquacul-
ture operations. These oysters 
largely go to the shucking 
house market.
Virginia kills

In Virginia, the half-dozen 
private hatcheries cater to both 
the spat-on-shell market and 
those who grow individual oys-
ters in floats and cages. They 
fared better than Horn Point 
overall, said Jim Wesson, head 
of conservation and replenish-
ment for the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission.

But individual hatcheries 
had their own crises. One on 
the Eastern Shore lost several 
days of production because 
a neighbor removed creosote 

from pilings during the spawn-
ing season.

Another, on Gywnn’s Island, 
was having its most productive 
year on record until the Vir-
ginia Department of Transpor-
tation began sandblasting paint 
off the island’s tiny bridge. 
Two days later, nothing would 
grow, Wesson said.

When asked what specifi-
cally killed the larvae, which 
are extremely sensitive, 
Wesson said it was a combi-
nation of the zinc, copper and 
cadmium in the paint and strip-
ping materials, all of which got 
into the water.

“If you had to list things that 
would kill an oyster larvae, 
those would be on it,” he said. 
“Whatever this was, it was 
messing up their digestion. 
You could see it in the micro-
scope. The metals are defi-
nitely there.”

State officials persuaded 
the transportation depart-
ment to halt the project, and 
production resumed. But 
much had been lost because 
of the timing of the painting. 
Wesson said his department 
is trying to educate environ-
mental engineers so they plan 
around the spawning season. 
Had the bridge been painted 
anytime between July and 
December, he said, the larvae 
probably wouldn’t have been 
harmed.

Despite the setback, oyster 
aquaculture in both states 
seems to be steady, with the 
Chesapeake Bay bivalves in 
both states plentiful enough to 
send to Louisiana for shuck-
ing.
Industry status

Laws in Maryland and Vir-
ginia have focused on making 
it easier for entrepreneurs 
to enter the oyster farming 

passed a law legalizing oyster 
aquaculture in every county 
and requiring oyster lease-
holders to work the leases they 
had or lose them. Now, Mary-

-
culture leases on nearly 4,000 
acres. Karl Roscher, who man-
ages aquaculture at the Mary-
land Department of Natural 
Resources, said he’s not cer-
tain how many jobs have been 
created. But the department 
has permitted and registered 
more than 1,400 individuals 
to have some role in leased-
bottom aquaculture.

This number is poised to 
grow, as the department is 
reviewing 77 lease applica-
tions. Since the law changed, 
Maryland officials have strug-
gled with the time it takes to 
issue leases, which has been 

Oyster aquaculture in Virginia and Maryland hits snags in 2014
by Rona Kobell
Bay Journal News Service

up to a year and even longer in 
some cases. State officials have 
said they would like to reduce 
the time to three months, which 
is the average time in Virginia. 
The difference between the 
states is in the oversight of the 
Army Corps of Engineers. The 
Baltimore District’s review 
process takes much longer than 
the Norfolk District’s, even 
though the Baltimore district 
did adopt some of Virginia’s 
permitting practices.

Also helping Maryland’s 
numbers of aquaculture opera-
tions grow are several state 
programs that help water-
men transition to aquaculture. 
Low-interest loans are avail-
able through the state agency, 
Maryland Agricultural and 
Resource-Based Industry 
Development Corp. Several 
programs within the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture 
have funded capital invest-
ments in oyster farms. Webster 
runs a remote-setting training 
program that teaches budding 
aquaculturists how to set oyster 
larvae on shells. He has estab-

Virginia’s government has 
also invested in cultivating its 
oyster industry, and used some 
of the $15 million crab disas-

watermen buy materials and 
build cages.

In the past, Maryland has 
looked south and groused that 
Virginia had a better system 
for setting up and cultivat-
ing an aquaculture industry. A 
private oyster fishery, which is 
largely spat-on-shell aquacul-
ture, has been thriving in Vir-
ginia for more than a century. It 
has 100,000 acres under lease. 
Last year’s combined public 

million, with the private leases 
comprising more than half of 
that.

But Virginia’s famed struc-
ture has hit a snag. It has no 
use-it-or-lose-it law. Anyone 
who pays the $500 applica-
tion fee can get a lease of up 

years. It costs $1.50 per acre. 
After that, they have to show a 
plan to plant shellfish, but even 
that requirement is full of loop-

holes, Wesson said.
About five years ago, 

Wesson noticed many water-
front homeowners applied for 
large leases in front of proper-
ties with the hope of blocking 
would-be farmers from trying 
to plant oysters there. Those 
applicants are still holding on 
to those acres, many of which 
could be productive and con-
tribute to the ecology and the 
economy.
Poaching

But another group has 
emerged: Poachers. They 
apply for leases on dead 
bottom just to have access to 
good bottom, so they can steal 
the crop. They will take oys-
ters from private beds or the 
public bottom, Wesson said.

Many farmers will have 

oysters reach market size 
in March or April, but they 
won’t harvest them until the 
summer, when the wild fish-
ery no longer operates and 
the price is high. Longtime 
watermen know that, he said, 
and will poach the crop and 
take the lower price. And they 
can see the police coming, if 
they’re on the waterways, and 
get away quickly.

Wesson said he can spot the 
applicants who are not seri-
ous; they’re asking for large 
plots, of 100 acres or more, 
and they’ll often apply for one 
in their name and then their 
spouse’s name. He knows 
they won’t plant the leases; 
there isn’t enough shell in the 
Chesapeake Bay for that kind 
of acreage.

Those who are serious about 
getting into the business will 
ask for one or two acres; those 
that are already in it might ask 

-
try, Wesson said, the trend is 
to get smaller; in “the lawless 
one,” as he calls it, it’s to get 
bigger.

Wesson is hoping to make 
the law change at an adminis-
trative level. If it’s not, he said, 
the commission will work 
through the legislature.

“It’s not doom and gloom. 
People are making money and 
people are doing this. But if 
we don’t get those loopholes 
closed up, it’s going to get 
worse,” Wesson said. “We have 
got to change that old law.”

Distributed by Bay Journal 
News Service

 Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas Parade

-
mas.” All units except emergency response and antique vehicles 
must be decorated for the holidays. The parade along Main Street 

Float and vendor registration is required. Visit lancasterva.
com/Events, the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce 

All registrations must be complete and received at the Chamber 

 Re/Max food drive
Re/Max Waterfront Realty, 79 South Main Street,  Kilmar-

nock, is collecting for the food bank. 
Drop off a food donation and enter to win one of three $50 gift 

cards from Tri-Star Supermarket. A drawing will be held Decem-
ber 15.

 Steamboat Era Museum Gift Shop
The Steamboat Era Museum Gift Shop, 156 King Carter 

Drive, Irvington,  will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. December 

The gift shop will feature works by crafters in wood, metal and 
fiber as well as stain glass, prints, steamboat memorabilia and 
holiday treats.

 Old books
The Northumberland Public Library’s Ye Olde Book Shoppe, 

p.m. Saturdays. 
The shop will conduct a half-price sale on all books Saturday, 

December 6. Gift wrapping also will be available.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

 Angel tree
 Visiting Angels, 67 Irvington Road, Kilmarnock, and Wal-

hands in the Angels for Seniors program.
Community members are invited to choose an angel from the 

angel tree at Walgreens and provide a small gift for a senior who 
might not otherwise receive a Christmas gift this year.

 Rappahannock Art League Holiday Shop
The Rappahannock Art League Holiday Shop will be open 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays through 
November, except Thanksgiving Day, at the Studio Gallery, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The shop offers a variety of gifts created by member artists. 


