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County plans to develop a public boat
ramp on Windmill Point Marina basin
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—County supervisors on November 20 took action to
provide further public access to the
Chesapeake Bay at Windmill Point.
Six months after a controversial
plan to build a public boat ramp on
Dymer Creek was withdrawn, supervisors last week voted to enter into
an agreement with the owner of
Windmill Point Marina for a public
boat launch in the marina basin that
can handle large boats.
In a related action, supervisors
adopted a resolution in support of
a grant application to the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries (DGIF) to help fund the
project.
As proposed, the county will enter
into a 25-year lease agreement with
the marina’s sole owner, Peter Anzo
of RL Prop 2011-1 Investments LLC
in Atlanta.
According to county administrator
Frank Pleva, it is the county’s intention to purchase the 1.38-acre parcel
adjacent to the marina. However, due
to a rule change on Lancaster’s pending $150,000 grant request to the
Virginia Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries (DGIF) to fund the
project, the county has to show the
property is secured by a December
10 deadline, he said.
“DGIF has to have a ‘show con-

trol’ of land prior to their grant
approval,” explained Pleva. “It’s the
exact opposite of how it was handled
in the Dymer Creek request.”
Pleva noted the grant request
was submitted in October, “...but
DGIF came back asking for more.”
The county is under a tight schedule over a holiday week to come up
with a solid deal, which forced them
into what everyone hopes will be an
interim arrangement until a purchase
can be negotiated, he said.
The proposed site is deﬁned as
part of Tax Map 41-4, which has
waterfront access to mean low water
depths in excess of three feet. It is
0.4-miles from the end of Windmill
Point Road, Route 695.
Planning and land use director
Don Gill said the average depth of
the Windmill Point Marina yacht
basin, where the boat ramp will be
located, is greater than 6 feet.
“The county plans include construction of a 50-linear foot gravel
apron for the boat ramp, a minimum 16-foot by 50-foot concrete
boat ramp, and a 40-foot by 25-foot
L-shaped wood courtesy pier,” said
Gill. Also included would be a
25-space gravel parking lot for vehicles hauling boat trailers, with each
space measuring 12-foot by 40-foot,
he added.
Unlike the Dymer Creek location
which was proposed for small water-

The proposed site for a public boat launch is on the east side of the basin at Windmill Point Marina. The
site is to the left of the dock with parking proposed for the area behind the dock. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

craft, this facility could accommodate larger power boats for close
access to the Chesapeake Bay and
surrounding tidal waters. Additionally, it would be compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act and
will provide two handicapped acces-

sible parking spaces, handicap signage, and a hard surface access route
to the boat ramp.
The estimated cost of the project is
$300,000. Construction is expected
to cost $275,000, with planning
and design costing an additional

Search for biological father
leads to happy Thanksgiving
A three-part series appeared in the
Rappahannock Record in December
2013 telling the story of Cheryl Whittle’s
search for her biological father. This is
XLI½REPGLETXIVSJLIVWXSV]
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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hanksgiving—a time for counting our blessings and giving thanks for health and happiness, and in Cheryl Whittle’s case, for a father and
new family found.
This Thanksgiving, Cheryl has four new siblings and a stepmother, along with numerous
cousins, to count among her blessings. She also
has a new, ﬁrst great-grandchild that brings a big
smile to her face, too.
Cheryl’s search for her biological father began
six years ago and ofﬁcially ended a month ago
on October 6 when a DNA test proved that Roy
Oscar Barden Sr. was indeed her father.
Cheryl was 61 years old when she discovered
Joe Wilmoth, the man she thought was her biological father, was actually not.
She was watching an episode of Oprah in
2008 when she was intrigued by a segment about
23andMe, an internet company that sold genetic
tests directly to individuals. A registered nurse,
Cheryl had always been fascinated with genetic
testing and she thought the DNA test could provide insight into family medical conditions. She
was also doing geneological research on her
father’s family and thought the test would add
some insight.
And so it did. In 2009, a few months after she
and her half-brother Milton took the home test,
it revealed he and Cheryl didn’t share any chromosomes. They weren’t related. Additionally,
Cheryl’s sister Sandi took the test and it revealed
the two were really half-sisters, sharing a mother
but not a father.
Oddly enough, the discovery didn’t come as a
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Cheryl Ann Whittle and her half brother
Timothy Barden met at his home in
September, when he took a DNA test
proving the two were siblings.

shock to Cheryl, who said she’d always felt a little
out of place in her own family.
Cheryl’s mother, Vivian, died of cancer when
she was only 58 and no one in Cheryl’s family
ever breathed a word of the family secret. Joe,
along with her grandparents and aunts and uncles,
is also deceased.
So her quest began and for the last six years
she has been on a roller coaster ride of discovery,
locating distant cousins and the promise of sib-
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$25,000. If the county obtains the
$150,000 DGIF grant, the county’s
share would be $150,000.
Under a temporary lease agreement, the county would pay $2,000 a
BOAT RAMP, continued on page A2

Santa letters
are due by
December 10

The Rappahannock Record will
publish letters to Santa in the December 18 issue.
Deliver letters to the Record ofﬁce
lings that DNA tests proved weren’t. Her family
by Wednesday, December 10. If lettree grew to be a tangled web of branches until
last spring, when Cheryl located a cousin in Rich- ters are written as a class project,
teachers are urged to submit them by
mond and determined their common ancestors
Friday, December 5.
were Thomas Winslow Barden and Martha A.
Letters should be written with a
Cason of Orange County, Virginia.
In June, Cheryl was studying the ancestral tree dark pencil or ink and include the
and kept coming back to one line, “and the gentle- child’s name, age and hometown. Parman in the picture reminded me of me when I was ents, teachers and others are asked to
make certain the letters are legible.
little,” she said.
Please include the teacher’s ﬁrst and
So Cheryl contacted a possible cousin named
last names with class submissions.
Edie Barden in Orange County. She didn’t actuEmail letters to mail@rapprecord.
ally reveal she was searching for her biological
father but that she was doing some family history com, send to Rappahannock Record,
research. Cheryl said she didn’t want to scare her P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482,
fax to 435-2632, or deliver them to
off.
the Record ofﬁce at 27 North Main
She made the three-hour trip from her home
Street, Kilmarnock. There is a delivnear Lively to Orange County, near Barboursville. Edie told her she’d researched Cheryl on the ery slot in the front door for afterinternet and read articles about her search for her hours submissions.
The December 18 issue also will
father. She took her outside to meet her 83-yearinclude holiday greetings from area
old dad, Edward Barden, and when Edie told
merchants and others. The deadline
him she was originally from Petersburg and was
searching for her “real dad,” Edward “dropped the for these advertising messages also is
December 10.
two grocery bags he was holding and looked at
me like he’d seen a ghost.”
Edward asked Cheryl her mother’s name, which
was Vivian Tipton, and if her mother had a sister
named Virginia.
“Then he said, ‘Look no farther. You are my
brother Roy’s child.’”
According to Edward, a man named Perry
he Rappahannock
Henkel drove a Trailways bus in Richmond in the
Record publishes a
1950s. He started dating Cheryl’s aunt Virginia
day earlier this week
and would take her and Vivian on trips to the
because Thanksgiving
mountains with him. There, Vivian met Roy Oscar
Day falls on Thursday.
Barden Sr. and began a courtship.
8LI6IGSVHSJ½GI[MPP
“We think my mom and Roy dated for a good
be closed Thursday and
while,” said Cheryl. “And my mom wanted to get
Friday, November 27 and
married and Roy didn’t.”
28, for the Thanksgiving

Happy
Thanksgiving
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Boat ramp
continued from page A1

year, said Pleva.
Gill noted a sale value has
not been established yet and
that the county’s tax assessment is based on the entire
tract of 20.69 acres including
the basin, while the proposed
site is only a 1.38-acre portion.
Should DGIF award a grant
to Lancaster in January, supervisors will still have several
hurdles to overcome, including a public hearing, before
the work begins.
Supervisors are hoping a
site within a marina basin
will not cause the controversy
they experienced with Dymer
Creek and every other site that
has been proposed over the
years.
“There’s always been a boat
launch site there,” said Gill of
the Windmill Point location.
Pleva said he feared if the
county failed again with this
site, it could be their last bite at
the DGIF grant for many years.
The project schedule forecasts completion of engineered construction plans by
February 1, 2015, followed
by solicitation of construction bids. All applicable local,
state, and federal permits and
authorizations are expected
by March 1 with a grant contract begin date of April 1 and
completion of construction by
October 1, 2016.
Currently, the county’s
only public boat ramp is on
Greenvale Creek at the end of
Thomas Landing Road near
Mollusk. The county also
has a public canoe and kayak
launch on Windmill Point
Creek at Brightwaters Drive
and Windmill Point Road, and
a small public beach beyond
the terminus of Windmill
Point Road.
A public boat ramp on Deep
Creek and a canoe and kayak
launch on Mulberry Creek are
accessible at Belle Isle State
Park in Somers.

Correction
In the article “Town rejects
proposed Culture Center lease
plan” in the November 20
edition, it was erroneously
reported that council member
Capt. Michael Sutherland was
absent from the meeting.
However, Capt. Sutherland
was in attendance and voted.
Dr. Curtis Smith was absent.
Dr. Smith and deputy town
manager Susan Cockrell were
attending a Virginia Tourism
Corporation tourism summit in
Reston at the time of the meeting.

From left are siblings Roy Oscar Barden Jr., Joyce Ann Hamshar, Cheryl Ann
Whittle and Thomas Luther Barden.

Happy Thanksgiving
continued from page A1

Again, according to Edward, Vivian
told Roy she was pregnant and he
requested that she be examined by his
doctor. He never saw or heard from her
again.
Cheryl believes her mom was upset
Roy didn’t believe her and has been told
by family members that Joe Wilmoth was
smitten with her mom and kept asking
her to marry. So, on one hand she had
someone who didn’t believe her and

For papers mailed to other areas:

didn’t want to marry, and on the other
there was Joe.
Cheryl convinced Timothy Barden to
take a DNA test in September, and in
October the test conﬁrmed he was Cheryl’s half brother. She also has half brothers Roy Oscar Barden Jr. and Thomas
Barden, along with a half sister, Joyce
Ann Hamshar.
Her biological father died in July 1999.
“I do have a stepmother and she has

been very good to me, very kind, and she
said that’s what Roy would have wanted
her to do because he didn’t know about
me.
“I couldn’t have asked for it to go any
better than it did,” said Cheryl. “They
have welcomed me and all been so kind.”
And so Cheryl’s journey of discovery
has ended. And this Thanksgiving she
has four siblings and an extended family
for which to give thanks.

Supervisors adopt $6.4 million,
three-year capital improvement plan
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—County
supervisors
last
week
approved a three-year capital
improvement plan (CIP) of
$6,474,629 for ﬁscal years
2015-17.
On a motion by District
1 supervisor Butch Jenkins,
members approved capital
improvements for ﬁscal year
2015 totaling $2,704,260.
They include $30,000 for a
handicap equipped bathroom/
shower at Lancaster Middle
School, $178,000 for two
new school buses, $80,000
for replacement of heating,
ventilation and air conditioning systems at LMS; $25,000
in matching funds for a
state school security grant,
$250,000 for a new athletic
building at Lancaster High
School, and $735,000 toward
the purchase and renovation
of the Lancaster Community
Library building on School
Street for use as a pre-school
or alternative school.
“How will the athletic build-
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ing be used?” asked District 4
supervisor William Lee. He
also questioned the $250,000
expense considering the possibility of building a new high
school.
According to school operations director John Mann,
“The biggest reason is to get
wrestlers back for matches
and practices. Currently, they
have to practice at the middle
school.” Other uses include
football locker room, weight
room, and changing room. He
speculated a new high school
was at least 10 years away and
that the metal athletic building is good for only about 15
years.
While past CIP budgets
were for ﬁve years, supervisors moved to a three-year
plan.
Jenkins noted in compacting the CIP budget from ﬁve
years to three, the school
bus replacement schedule
should not be compacted as
well. Supervisors agreed and
removed three buses from the
three-year plan.
For 2015, supervisors also
approved $85,000 for two
dispatch radio consoles,
$80,000 for renovations to
the County Administration
Building, $42,000 for a basic
and advanced life support
response vehicle, $25,000
for a new roof on the jail and
sheriff ’s ofﬁce, $73,500 for

repairs to the historic clerk’s
ofﬁce and jail, $200,000
toward a sewer system for
the Greentown/Gaskins Road
project, $500,000 towards
public access sites and
$400,000 for a three prong
project to replace the county’s
emergency communications
radio system/equipment.
Some $1,889,000 was
approved for ﬁscal year 2016.
Projects include $89,000
for one new school bus,
$50,000 to complete replacement of HVAC systems at
LMS, another $250,000 for
library renovations, another
$200,000 for the Greentown/
Gaskins Road sewer project
and an additional $800,000
for the emergency communications radio system.
For ﬁscal year 2017, supervisors budgeted $1,881,369.
Projects include $179,000 for
two additional school buses;
$240,000 for a new chilling
unit on LHS’s air conditioning unit; $93,369 to increase
the parking area at the school
bus garage; $70,000 for an
additional basic and advanced
life support vehicle, $500,000
for public access sites and
$800,000 to complete the
Greentown/Gaskins
Road
sewer project.
The expenses will be
covered by a $7.2 million,
10-year revenue bond at a
2.2% interest rate and will

clear many requests that have
not been covered for a number
of years. Fiscal years 2016 and
2017 are tentative totals that
are reviewed each year.
The only citizen to speak
during the public hearing was
Charlie Costello, who commended school ofﬁcials.
“I think we’re doing things
in the right way. ... I think
we’ve got the right people
in place to do that right,” he
said.
In related action, supervisors appropriated the $7.2 million in revenue bonds into the
ﬁscal year 2014-15 budget.
Among other business,
supervisors:
s !UTHORIZED ' # $AWSON
Estate and Teresa L. Haynie,
contract purchaser, to place
a manufactured home on a
0.405-acre residential parcel
at 20521 Mary Ball Road,
White Stone.
s !UTHORIZED $IVERSIlED
Ventures Inc. to place a manufactured home on a 0.489-acre
residential parcel at 20296
Mary Ball Road, White Stone.
s !PPROVED THE ABSTRACT OF
votes for the November 4 general election.

CHRISTMAS
CHRIS
STMAS T
TREES!
REES

❑ $37.00 newspaper only

Live U-cut!

Locusville
L
ocusville P
Plantation
lantation

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions

Shop in Our Country Store!
Student subscription:
(9 months)
Online (PDF) version only:

Wed.-Sun.
W
ed.-S
Sun. 1
10a.m.-5.pm
0a.m.-5
5.pm

❑ $25.00 newspaper only
❑ $34.00 paper & online versions
❑ $35.00 per year

Order your subscription online at
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:
❑ Payment enclosed

❑ New ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me

❑ Charge to

583 Slabtown Rd., Lancaster
From Lively, take
White Chapel Rd.
left on River Rd.
through Ottoman
left on Slabtown Rd.
follow signs

804-462-0002

Name:_________________________________________________________________

RAL
Holiday Gift
Shop

Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________
Email: ____________________________ Phone: ____________________________
Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Nov 19 - Jan 3
Reception Nov 5, 5 - 7pm

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
0 / "OX  s +ILMARNOCK 6!  
0HONE    EXT  OR EMAIL CIRCULATION 22ECORDCOM

R

RAPPAHANNOCK

ART L EAGUE

Studio Gallery
19 N Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309
RAL is a proud afﬁliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

/MPQEVRSGO  :MVKMRME













RAPPAHANNOCK
RECORD



Dr. Haugan briefs planning
commission on sea level rise
by Renss Greene
HEATHSVILLE—Author
and project management veteran Dr. Greg Haugan on
November 20 reviewed recurrent local ﬂooding and sea
level rise for Northumberland
planning commission members.
Sea level rise in the Northern Neck is caused by three
main factors, Haugan said.
First, the land is subsiding at
a rate of about 2 to 4 millimeters per year, or about the
width of a nickel. Secondly,
as the earth warms, water in
the seas expands, accounting
for about half of sea level rise.
Third is ice melt in the arctic
and antarctic. The water level
is expected to rise about a footand-a-half in the next 30 years.
Fortunately, the Northern
Neck has relatively high eleva-

Dr. Greg Haugan

tions for a coastal area and is
only prone to increased ﬂooding
in the near future in a few spots,
most notably Lewisetta, he said.
Haugan also touched on the
political difﬁculties of planning in the long term for sea
level rise.
“In all the discussions I’ve
seen, nobody wants to talk

more than about 30 years out
in the future, because then it
starts getting real scary,” said
Haugan. “At one of the last
conferences I was at, chaired
by Tim Kaine and attended by
Congressmen Rigel, Scott and
Wittman, they were all talking
about, let’s just keep looking
only 30 years ahead and a footand-a-half, because that didn’t
start to get them into political
problems as to whether climate
change is occurring.”
Haugan is the author of
seven books, including two on
sustainability issues for project
management, and is a member
of the board of directors of the
Northumberland Association
for Progressive Stewardship.
In other business, the commission deferred a work session on chapter four of the
comprehensive plan until its
next meeting in January.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
CrockettUHSRUWHGIHORQ\FKDUJHVDJDLQVW¿YH
persons during the past week.
Nechelle M.L. Brown, 24, of Lumberlost
7UDLOZDVFKDUJHG1RYHPEHUZLWKIDLOXUHWR
pay restitution.
Nathaniel A. Henderson, 20, of Lumberlost
7UDLOZDVFKDUJHG1RYHPEHUZLWKIDLOXUHWR
pay restitution.
Sharon H. Estabrook, 56, of Roseneath
$YHQXHZDVFKDUJHG1RYHPEHUZLWKYLRODtion of the community corrections program as
ordered by a Northumberland County court.
James F. Muhammad of Weems Road was
FKDUJHG1RYHPEHUZLWKFRQWHPSWRIFRXUW
6WHYHQ & +HQGHUVRQ  RI *XQWKHU /DQH
ZDVFKDUJHG1RYHPEHUZLWKYLRODWLRQRID
SURWHFWLYHRUGHU

Activity reports

November 17:6WDIIQRWL¿HGWKH9LUJLQLD
'HSDUWPHQW RI 7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ 9'27  RI D
GRZQHG WUDI¿F VLJQ DW <RUNVKLUH 6WUHHW DQG
,UYLQJWRQ5RDGQRWL¿HGWKHJDPHFRPPLVVLRQ
of a citizen’s report of an injured buzzard on
%X]]DUGV1HFN5RDGUHFHLYHGDZDONLQFRPSODLQW RI WKH WKHIW RI D PRWRU YHKLFOH GHWHUPLQHG WR EH D FLYLO PDWWHU EHWZHHQ WKH FRPSODLQDQW DQG D WKLUG SDUW\  UHVSRQGHG ZLWK
WKH .LOPDUQRFN 3ROLFH 'HSDUWPHQW .3'  WR
DGLVWXUEDQFHFDOORQ6RXWKSRUW/DQHQRWL¿HG
the utility company of a downed telephone/
FDEOH79 OLQH LQ WKH DUHD RI WKH:HHPV 3RVW
2I¿FH UHVSRQGHG WR D PLVVLQJ MXYHQLOH LQFLdent on James Lane (within an hour of the iniWLDOUHSRUWGHSXWLHVORFDWHGWKHMXYHQLOHDWWKH
&KXUFKRIWKH1D]DUHQHFKLOGFXVWRG\YLVLWDWLRQ LQYROYHG  DQG UHVSRQGHG WR D GRPHVWLF
disturbance on Poplar Neck Road.
November 18: Staff responded with KPD
WR D GRPHVWLF GLVWXUEDQFH RQ +DWWRQ $YHQXH
responded to a disorderly conduct call at a
:KLWH6WRQHDUHDFRQYHQLHQFHVWRUHUHFHLYHGD
ZDONLQFRPSODLQWIRUDSURWHFWLYHRUGHU PDJLVWUDWHGLGQRW¿QGSUREDEOHFDXVHWRLVVXHWKH
RUGHU  DQG UHVSRQGHG WR D VXVSLFLRXV YHKLFOH
FRPSODLQWRQ/DQFDVWHU&UHHN'ULYH
November 19: Staff responded to a domesWLFGLVWXUEDQFHRQ:RRGV'ULYH SURWHFWLYHRUGHU
LVVXHGE\WKHPDJLVWUDWH DWWHPSWHGWRLQWHUFHSW
DUHSRUWHGUHFNOHVVGULYHULQWKH/LYHO\.LOPDUQRFN DUHD QRWL¿HG 9'27 RI D ODUJH DQLPDO
FDUFDVV LQ WKH URDGZD\ QHDU 'UHDP )LHOGV
UHVSRQGHG WR DQ DEDQGRQHGWUHVSDVVLQJ YHKLFOH
RQ6FKRRO6WUHHW YHKLFOHZDVJRQHRQDUULYDO 
UHFHLYHGDZDONLQFRPSODLQWRIDWWHPSWHGIUDXG
LQYROYLQJ UHDO HVWDWH UHFHLYHG DQ DWWHPSWHG
IUDXGFRPSODLQWLQYROYLQJKRPHUHSDLUVQRWL¿HG
9'27RIH[WHQVLYHWUDVKDORQJWKHURDGZD\QHDU
0DU\%DOODQG+DUULV5RDGVDWWHPSWHGWRLQWHUFHSWDUHSRUWHGUHFNOHVVGULYHULQWKHDUHDRIWKH
VWDWH VKHG FRPSODLQDQW UHSRUWV WKH GULYHU ZDV
WH[WLQJ DQG FURVVLQJ LQWR WKH RQFRPLQJ WUDI¿F
ODQH UHVSRQGHGWRDSRVVLEOHSURZOHUFRPSODLQW
RQ)DLUZD\'ULYHUHVSRQGHGWRDGRPHVWLFGLVWXUEDQFH RQ :RRGV 'ULYH UHVSRQGHG WR %OXII
Point Road to assist Northumberland authorities
with a prowler complaint.
November 20: 6WDII UHFHLYHG DQ DQQR\ing/obscene telephone call complaint from a
&RUURWRPDQ 'ULYH UHVLGHQW UHFHLYHG D FRPmercial burglary report from the 2600 block of
Morattico Road (25 packs of cigarettes, lottery
WLFNHW  ORVV  UHFHLYHG D UHVLGHQWLDO EXUJODU\UHSRUWIURPD6KRUH'ULYHUHVLGHQW 9L]LR
´79MHZHOU\SDSHUWRZHOVDQGWRLOHWSDSHU
<DQNHHFDQGOHVORVV DWWHPSWHGWRORFDWH
WKHVRXUFHRIDFHOOXODU(FDOOWKDWRULJLQDWHG

LQWKHDUHDRIWKHEORFNRI-HVVH'XSRQW
+LJKZD\UHVSRQGHGWRDGRPHVWLFGLVWXUEDQFH
JUDQGSDUHQWDGXOW JUDQGFKLOG  RQ %X]]DUGV
1HFN5RDGQRWL¿HG9'27RIUHSRUWVRIKHDY\
GHEULVRQWKH1RUULV%ULGJHUHVSRQGHGWRDVXVSLFLRXVYHKLFOHFRPSODLQWRQ/LYHO\2DNV5RDG
GLVDEOHG YHKLFOH  UHVSRQGHG WR D VXVSLFLRXV
YHKLFOH FRPSODLQW RQ 5DSSDKDQQRFN 'ULYH
YHKLFOHZDVJRQHRQDUULYDO 
November 21: 6WDII GLVFRYHUHG DQ
XQORFNHG GRRU WR DQ ,UYLQJWRQ DUHD EXVLQHVV
GXULQJ URXWLQH ODWH QLJKW EXLOGLQJ FKHFNV
responded to a domestic disturbance on Beach
5RDG UHFHLYHG D QRLVH YLRODWLRQ FRPSODLQW
IURP DQ (YHUJUHHQ 'ULYH UHVLGHQW QHLJKERU¶V
PRWRUF\FOH QRLVH DW  DP DQG  DP 
UHFHLYHGDGHVWUXFWLRQRISURSHUW\UHSRUWIURP
WKHEORFNRI:LQGPLOO3RLQW5RDG 
damage estimate to yard and shrubbery, caused
E\YHKLFOHUXQQLQJWKURXJKWKH\DUG UHFHLYHG
DODUFHQ\UHSRUWIURPD%ULJKWZDWHUV'ULYHUHVLGHQW  ER[HV RI  WULP FRLO ¶ H[WHQVLRQ
FRUGORVV DQGUHVSRQGHGZLWK.3'WRD
WUDI¿FFUDVKRQ10DLQ6WUHHW QRQUHSRUWDEOH
GULYHUV¶LQIRUPDWLRQZDVH[FKDQJHG 
November 22: Staff responded to a
GRPHVWLFGLVWXUEDQFHRQ-R\IXO:D\UHVSRQGHG
WR D SRVVLEOH EXUJODU\ RQ &KHVDSHDNH 'ULYH
QR FULPLQDO LQFLGHQW RSHQ GRRU RQO\  QRWL¿HG0LGGOHVH[DXWKRULWLHVRIDQ(06FDOOWKDW
RULJLQDWHG DW &KULVWFKXUFK 6FKRRO UHVSRQGHG
WR D GRPHVWLF GLVWXUEDQFH RQ 'RJJHWW /DQH
checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made (telephone line probOHP UHFHLYHGDWHQDQW¶VFRPSODLQWRIWKHODQGORUGKDYLQJFKDQJHGWKHORFNVWRWKHUHVLGHQFH
and attempted to intercept a reported reckless
GULYHULQWKH:KLWH6WRQHDUHD
November 23: Staff responded to the local
KRVSLWDO RQ D UHSRUW RI D VH[XDO DVVDXOW YLFWLP
VHHNLQJ PHGLFDO WUHDWPHQW UHVSRQGHG WR D SRVVLEOH SURZOHU FRPSODLQW RQ )LW]KXJK $YHQXH
FRPSODLQDQW UHSRUWHG KHDULQJ YRLFHV RXWVLGH RI
WKHKRPH UHVSRQGHGWRDQLOOHJDOGXPSLQJFRPSODLQWRQ3LQFNDUGVYLOOH5RDG 9'27QRWL¿HGWR
SLFN XS WUDVK EDJV  DQG UHVSRQGHG WR D GLVWXUEDQFHFDOOLQWKHEORFNRI0DU\%DOO5RDG
November 24: 6WDII GLVFRYHUHG DQ RSHQ
door to a White Stone area business during
routine late night building checks (no criminal
LQFLGHQW  UHFHLYHG DQ DWWHPSWHG IUDXG FRPplaint from a Merry Point Road resident (complainant reported receipt of a telephone call
SXUSRUWHGO\ IURP WKH ,56 FLWL]HQV QHHG WR EH
aware that the IRS does not make telephone
calls to citizens but communicates only by U.S.
PDLO  DQG UHVSRQGHG WR D UHVLGHQWLDO EXUJODU\
FDOORQ'UDJRQÀ\'ULYH
7KHVKHULII¶VRI¿FHDOVRFRQGXFWHGWUDI¿F
VWRSVGXULQJWKHZHHNLVVXHG¿YHVXPPRQVHV
DVVLVWHG VL[ PRWRULVWV UHFHLYHG VL[ GHHU VWULNH
UHSRUWVDQGLQYHVWLJDWHG¿YHEXLOGLQJDODUPV

Fire calls

7KH .LOPDUQRFN9ROXQWHHU )LUH 'HSDUWPHQW
UHVSRQGHGWR¿UHDODUPVRQ6FKRRO6WUHHWDQG
0LGGOH*DWHVPRNHUHSRUWVRQ&RSSHGJH)DUP
5RDGDQG%XWWHUFXS/DQHDQHOHFWULFDO¿UHRQ
&KULVWRSKHU'ULYHDQGDFKLPQH\¿UHRQ0XOberry Creek Road.
7KH8SSHU/DQFDVWHU9ROXQWHHU)LUH'HSDUWPHQW DOVR UHVSRQGHG WR WKH FKLPQH\ ¿UH RQ
Mulberry Creek Road.
7KH:KLWH6WRQH9ROXQWHHU)LUH'HSDUWPHQW
UHVSRQGHGWRDEUXVK¿UHRQ,QGLDQWRZQ5RDG
and to the smoke reports on Coppedge Farm
Road and Buttercup Lane.

The Agenda
Local Government News
COLONIAL
BEACH—
Chairman Ida C. Hall recently
announced the Potomac River
Fisheries Commission will
meet at 9 a.m. December 5
in the John T. Parran Hearing
Room of the Potomac River
Fisheries Commission, the
Carpenter Building, 222 Taylor
Street, Colonial Beach.
Agenda items will include
reports on the fall oyster harvest, annual oyster survey and a
crab harvest report.

The commission also will
revise Order 2014-11 updating the commercial gill net
striped bass quota for the 201415 season, and adopt orders to
establish the 2015 recreational
and commercial striped bass
and other ﬁnﬁsh species seasons, gear and size limits.
There will be an update on the
ASMFC annual meeting.
Other items on the agenda
will include reports on an Atlantic Sturgeon telemetry study,

management of tidal largemouth bass, and a report from
the Finﬁsh Advisory Committee.
There will be updates on the
Oyster Management Reserve
Program, oyster sanctuaries and
Jones Shore.
There also will be an appointment of the nominating committee, and the announcement of
advisory committee vacancies.
There will also be a delinquent
seafood catch report hearing.
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LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A
man
who eluded police by driving
his vehicle at speeds over 130
mph and crossing into oncoming trafﬁc was found guilty last
week in Lancaster County Circuit Court.
Monta Devon Lee was convicted of one felony eluding
police and three misdemeanor
trafﬁc violations in a bench
trial November 21. Last month,
Lee won an appeal on a lower
court’s conviction of misdemeanor assault involving the
beating of a man in front of the
Lively Fast Mart June 6.
According to testimony by
Virginia State Trooper Elliot
Haynie, Lee attempted to avoid
a police check point on East
Church Street around 8:20
p.m. February 22 by turning
his vehicle around in a church
parking lot and heading back
toward Kilmarnock.
Trooper Elliot testiﬁed that
he had his lights ﬂashing, siren
on and spotlight on the vehicle
as he followed Lee up Town
Center Drive at a speed of 15
mph. At one point Lee turned
his head around, giving Haynie
a clear look at his face, the
trooper testiﬁed. He identiﬁed
the driver from “several prior
police calls and incarcerations
where I supervised him as an
inmate,” he said.
When Lee turned right onto
North Main Street, trooper
Haynie stated he headed north
toward Lancaster driving 80
mph.
“On the two-lane highway,
I was going 130 mph and his
vehicle was pulling away from
me,” he testiﬁed. “He crossed
into the eastbound lanes, driving the wrong way toward
Lancaster. When the road narrowed into two lanes, he was
going in and out of trafﬁc running vehicles off the road.”
Around Pinkardsville Road,
Haynie said he stopped his
pursuit “for my safety and the
safety of other drivers on the
road.”
The next day he was called
to assist the Northumberland
sheriff’s ofﬁce on a call at a
private residence where he
spotted the vehicle and the
defendant and made an arrest.
Defense attorney Brent Jackson challenged the trooper’s
identiﬁcation of Lee as the
driver and made a motion to
dismiss, which was denied by
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.
While Jackson called no witnesses, he claimed there was
reasonable doubt because the

FYI
River Market
Happy
Thanksgiving
White Stone 435-1725

trooper could not make a positive identiﬁcation in a two-second glance that was blocked
by the headrest. He also noted
the car belonged to Lee’s girlfriend and that Lee was not in
Lancaster County that night.
“There is not ‘reasonable
doubt,’” argued Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert Cunningham in calling the charges
“very serious. The witness was
precise in his identiﬁcation. ...
(Lee) disregarded signals to
stop, endangered others with
high speeds over 130 mph.
The ofﬁcer had to stop for the
safety of others.”
In ﬁnding Lee guilty, Judge
Taliaferro said, “I ﬁnd the
trooper’s testimony to be credible.”
The judge ordered a presentencing report and revoked
Lee’s bond. He set sentencing
at 11 a.m. January 23, 2015.
Among other cases heard
by Judge Taliaferro in Lancaster County Circuit Court on
November 7, a show cause and
capias was ordered on Michael
Angelo Bowman for failure to
appear in court on three felony
charges of manufacture, distribution and possession of a
controlled substance for an
alleged drug deal in the parking lot of WalMart earlier this
year. A motion hearing was
continued to 9 a.m. December
12 with trial set for December
15.
Co-defendent
Linwood

Maurice Neal Jr., out on bail
on four felony charges in the
case, was also a no-show in
court. The judge revoked bond
and issued a show-cause and
capias. The case was continued
to 11 a.m. January 9, 2015.
Dwayne
Donte
Noel
received a ﬁve-year sentence,
all suspended, with one year
supervised probation on an
amended felony charge of possessing cocaine as part of a
plea bargain.
Sentencing of Rajaeh Jeffarries Smith on ﬁve felony
charges of grand larceny, use
of ﬁrearm, unlawful entry,
abduction and assault was
continued to 11 a.m. January
9, 2015, by request of defense
counsel.
Johnnie Washington Lee
appeared in court without an
attorney. He was arraigned on
one felony charge of conspiracy to violate the drug act. He
told the court he was going to
hire an attorney. Judge Taliaferro continued his case to 9
a.m. January 9, 2015.
Marcus Antonio Owens was
assigned Dean Atkins as his
court-appointed attorney on
six felony drug charges. His
case was continued to 9 a.m.
January 9, 2015.
Purcell Owens was assigned
John Hamilton as his courtappointed attorney for violating terms of his probation. A
hearing was set for January
23, 2015.

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

Pampered Chef &
Longaberger

.
Christmas Open
House
Dec. 5, 6 & 7 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem.

Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!
Come see it all!
Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery
Need a liner or protector? Bring your basket!
Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders
804-580-6978 Cell 804-761-6268
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Julius Rosenwald School could become a repository for black history
by Audrey Thomasson

T

he largely forgotten
Julius Rosenwald School
near Reedville may be reborn
in the coming months as a way
to preserve black history in
Northumberland County.
Some 30 citizens gathered
Saturday morning at Northern
Neck Help Center in Burgess
for a planning session on
saving and repurposing the
building and to hear ideas
from historic preservationists.
The community forum was
sponsored by the Julius Rosenwald School Foundation of
Northumberland County with
ﬁnancial support and facilitation of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.
Mary Rufﬁn Hanbury of
Hanbury Preservation Consulting gave a history of Rosenwald schools. She noted
there were 4,977 schools
established by Julius Rosenwald to advance black education in the rural south. Many
have been torn down while
some communities are working to preserve their history.

Marian Ashton

“Julius Rosenwald was
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer of
Sears Roebuck Company,”
Hanbury said. “In 1912,
Booker T. Washington of
Tuskegee Institute approached
Julius Rosenwald with the
idea to pilot a rural school
building program for African
Americans.”
At the time, schools for
blacks were inadequate, she
said. Rosenwald worked in
partnership with communities.
The people had to contribute
the land, sweat equity and

funding so that they had a
sense of pride and ownership.
Over $70 million was donated,
mostly for schools, teacher
housing and shops, before
funding was depleted in 1948,
a ﬁgure that at the time would
dwarf what the Bill Gates
Foundation has contributed to
education today, she stated.
Many of the schools are recognized as landmarks for their
historical character and social
signiﬁcance. In the Northern
Neck, there are 50 Rosenwald
schools, she said.
The Northumberland school
was built in the budget years
1917-20, at a cost of $11,143.
“Blacks contributed $8,943,
whites contributed nothing,
public money— probably from
the school board—was $700
and Rosenwald contributed
$1,500,” she said.
Hanbury noted several other
localities had also saved their
Rosenwald school buildings. In
Dillwyn, the school is now the
Buckingham Training School, a
multi-purpose building for conferences, GED classes, career
counseling, senior citizen and

She said the A.T. Johnson
organization reached out
to Stratford Hall Plantation
“because that place was home
to a lot of my relatives.”
“There is nothing comfortable about our history,” said
Ashton. She encouraged
the group to embrace their
past. Don’t pass down phobias about plantations,” she
warned. Today they hold joint
events with Stratford Hall.
Ashton also noted the
Some 30 citizens attended a community forum Saturday importance of showing the difto discuss the process of saving the Northumberland ferences between indentured
Rosenwald School.
and free servants to those who
community activities.
down for a parking lot. It now were slaves. She suggested a
program to tell the story of
In Hamilton, N.C., the Ros- houses “a history we don’t
each kind of servant on a planenwald Center is mostly used
want to forget,” she stated.
tation. But she warned them
as an education center for
It serves as a museum while
not to forget the history of the
conservation, eco-tourism and other buildings house social
school and to preserve that by
cultural events.
services and doctor’s ofﬁces.
collecting books, desks, diploIn Castleton, in Rappahan“Programing is important
nock County, the school is
to the entire community,” said mas and other items from the
now a multi-purpose center
Ashton. “You need total buy- past. She stressed the importance of documenting family
housing an oral history projin.”
ect, senior health center and
Ashton advised those pres- stories.
“Walk behind them. You’ll
also health care providers.
ent to network “even with
be amazed at the stories
Marian Ashton of A.T.
people you don’t like. Work
they unravel. These stories
Johnson School Museum in
with people whose history
Montross said citizens saved
touches your history and that’s are living histories we can’t
relive,” she said.
their school from being torn
how you’ll grow.”

Richwines
win stained
glass window
art raffle

Taste by the Bay scenes
Jeff Szyperski (right) and family enjoyed roasted oysters
on the Tides Inn patio poolside overlooking Carters
Creek last Saturday during the Lancaster by the Bay
Chamber of Commerce’s Taste By the Bay: Wine, Food,
Arts & Ale event.

Dancers enjoyed the sounds of The Delvers in the
Commodore’s Club. The event also included tastings
from local restaurants, a buyboat display and artisan
vendors.

SALUDA—The Middlesex County Museum and
Historical Society recently
announced the winner of
its stained glass window art
raffle. Judy and Don Richwine of Urbanna are the winners of “River’s Keeper.”
Created by artisan Al
Langer, the colorful piece
was a tribute to “The Rivah
Life” that is part of the historical heritage of Middlesex County. Valued at $400,
the piece has multiple panes
of colorful wavy glass that
recall the water and the life
that is lived around it every
day.
Langer, who created the
window as a fund-raiser
piece, requested that the
funds be used to offset the
operating budget of the
museum.
“We gratefully acknowledge the hard work that
went into Langer’s finished
window and appreciate his
generosity in sharing the
proceeds of its sale with the
museum,” said director Holly
Horton.

DR. CROSS

served his country
all around the world.

NEWS
BREAK
Q duPont grant

Ray Petrie (left) of Belle Mount Vineyards in Warsaw
greeted tasters at his booth. Some 1,000 people attended
the event. Bon Secours Virginia Health System served as
presenting sponsor. A related slide show may be viewed
at RRecord.com Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The Jessie Ball duPont
Fund recently announced 15
grants totaling some $1.9
million, including $40,000 to
St. Margaret’s School, Tappahannock. The grant will be
used to develop environmental and sustainability initiatives.
Trustees awarded $45,700
to the Mary Ball Washington
Museum and Library in Lancaster to hire a consultant to
assist with creation of a strategic fund-raising and development plan, and to support
materials and technology to
implement this plan.

Lancashire Lines
by Mary K. Lorenzino, activity director,
Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center

T

he Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation
Center remembers Thanksgivings’ past.
During a recent Reminiscent Corner activity, many
residents spoke of wonderful
memories of past Thanksgivings for over an hour.
The ﬁrst thing we had to
discuss is the obvious—the
menu. Residents agreed that
the following were a must
for their tables: honey glazed
hams, fried oysters, yams with
marshmallows, green bean
casseroles, corn puddings,
greens, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, homemade rolls,
and of course the slow cooked,
juicy turkey. Desserts were
always a must on the table fea-

turing the best pumpkin and
sweet potato pies, pecan and
apple pies, mincemeat pies,
cheesecakes, and puddings.
Some residents mentioned
how different family members would bring a dish with
them to dinner and other residents mentioned that they prepared the whole meal for their
guests.
Other memories included
how women would decorate the
tables with their best linens and
china and make a centerpiece
with the family cornucopia
ﬁlled with fruits and nuts; and
how the men would carve hams
and turkeys and fry oysters.
A few residents enjoyed
the fun traditions of watching
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day

parade, the featured football
game and cousins playing with
one another.
Some residents traveled
great distances while others
hosted the big dinner at their
own home. Wherever they celebrated the big day, residents
agreed that being around a
table with loved ones and telling each other reasons they
were thankful was the main
reason they celebrated.
Our residents would like
you to take time during your
Thanksgiving
season
to
remember the special reasons
why you are thankful and
then share those reasons with
someone. Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours from the
Lancashire!

Now he’s helping people
right here in our own community.
Highly-skilled general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has
performed difﬁcult surgeries under equally difﬁcult conditions
during service in the U.S. Navy.
Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at
804-443-6232.
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Because You Are Polite...
Let’s Talk Manners

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
PAPER AND ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS s  

ROCK THE NECK
INSTRUMENTS

by Ginger Philbrick
For a couple of years, my boyfriend’s mother has
invited me to the family home in a nearby state
for their Christmas celebration. To date, I have not
been able to accept. He says I’m invited again this
year, but I feel I need to hear from his mother personally. Am I being a stickler, or should I wait for
a call or note before making plans to join them…
which I would really like to do?
Wanda Ringin, White Stone

Honoring veterans of all ages
From left, Gordon Winegar, 90, of Lottsburg served in
the U.S. Army during World War II and James Hodsden,
32, of Lively is a U.S. Marine Corps veteran. They were
recognized as the oldest and youngest veterans at a
Veterans Day ceremony at 11 a.m. on November 11
at the Essex County War Memorial on Cross Street in
Tappahannock.

Dear Ms. Ringin,
With rare exception, the rules of good manners make sense.
Most of the time the rationale is that the polite action fosters
comfort.
You don’t say whether or not you have met your boyfriend’s
mother, but obviously you have never been in the more personal
role of guest in her home. Such a visit will entail more attention
to details than the casual drop-in visit, and all of you will want it
to go smoothly.
Your comfort level will be greatly heightened by a note or call
from his mother saying she actually wants you to be there. That
is why the proper etiquette is that you receive such.
Explain to your friend that this visit will be very important
to you, and you want to be sure you are not only expected, but
welcome. A call or note from his mother would not only reassure
you of that but, as you respond, it would provide an excellent
opportunity to begin comfortable communication between the
two of you.
You might casually mention that, with the invitation and its
acceptance by you established, his mom will have plenty of time
to stash those old photos that may be embarrassing to him!
Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact
her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becauseyouarepolite.com. RSVP!

FRANK C. MACKEY, OWNER

804-462-5872

8870 MARY BALL RD.
LANCASTER, VA 22503
We are a new musical instrument store that carries a
variety of the most popular guitar strings, drumsticks,
microphones and effects pedals. We also carry reeds,
cleaning care kits for band instruments and more!
Currently our hours of operation are Thursday & Friday
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
If playing music is your passion, come check us out!!

AAA projections show
many Americans on the
go for this Thanksgiving

Holiday crafts and gifts go fast
The children’s gift table at the Historyland Community
;SVOWLST &IRI½X +MJXW 7EPI MRGPYHIH LERHQEHI
blankets and stuffed animals. The annual harbinger of
the holiday season was held Saturday at the Boys and
Girls Club of the Northern Neck in Kilmarnock. Sale
items, which included homemade jellies, jams and pickles
and handmade ornaments, were nearly sold out by noon.
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Ballet graces On Stage
The Richmond Ballet recently performed before an
appreciative audience at the Lancaster Middle School
Theater in Kilmarnock, according to the Rappahannock
Foundation for the Arts. The On Stage presentation
included “Mozartiana” and “Carmina Burana.” The On
Stage series will continue at 7:30 p.m. March 14 with the
Chamber Orchestra Kremlin. Admission is by season
subscription, or performance tickets ($35 adults, $12
students). For tickets, visit rappahannockfoundation.
org, or call 438-5555. Photo by John Cann

Sanctioned headlines show
On November 14, Sanctioned headlined a show at the
Canal Club in Richmond after the two scheduled main
acts, Losing September and Gears, were not able to
play. From left, Emmet Lounsbury and Eleanor Beane of
Kilmarnock perform their song “Perfect Like You.” The
crowd grew larger as each song was performed. Overall,
the concert lasted a full four hours with three bands.

VIRGINIA BEACH—AAA
Travel projects 46.3 million
Americans will journey 50 miles
or more from home during the
Thanksgiving weekend, the highest volume for the holiday since
2007 and a 4.2% increase over
2013.
Almost 90% of travelers will
celebrate the holiday with a road
trip. The average distance traveled this Thanksgiving will be
549 miles roundtrip and Americans will spend an average of
$573 during the holiday weekend.
The
Thanksgiving
holiday travel period is deﬁned
as Wednesday, November 26,
through Sunday, November 30.
“This year, more Americans
will give thanks for the opportunity to travel to friends and family
than any year since 2007,” said
AAA Tidewater Virginia vice
president of public affairs Georjeane Blumling. “Americans are
more optimistic about the future
as improvements in several key
economic factors, including
employment, GDP and disposable income, are boosting consumer conﬁdence and the desire
to travel.
“Holiday joy has come early
this year with Americans likely
to pay the lowest Thanksgiving
gas prices since 2009,” continued Blumling. “Lower prices are
increasing disposable income
and enabling families to carve
out more money from household
budgets for travel this Thanksgiving.”
Road trippers likely will pay
the lowest Thanksgiving price for
fuel in ﬁve years. As of November 20, the national average price
of gas was $2.850 per gallon,
some 25 cents lower than the
average price a year ago..
More than 89% of travelers,
some 41.3 million, will travel by
automobile, a 4.3% increase over
last year.
Air travel for Thanksgiving is
expected to be at the highest level
since 2007, with 3.55 million
Americans taking to the skies.
Airfares will increase 1%, with
an average discounted round-trip
rate of $189 across 40 top domestic routes.
According to AAA’s Leisure
Travel Index, hotel rates for AAA
Three Diamond lodgings are
expected to increase 8% from
a year ago with travelers spending an average of $154 per night
compared to $142. The average
hotel rate for AAA Two Diamond
hotels has risen 9%, with an
average cost of $114 per night.
Weekend daily car rental rates
will average $55, up 10% from a
year ago.
Despite lower average gas
prices, travelers are allocating
31% of their budgets to fuel
transportation. Food and beverage and shopping will account
for 22% and 20%, respectively.

Some 70% of travelers report
they will enjoy dining during
their vacation and 59% will go
shopping. Some 89% of travelers
plan to spend time with friends
and family this Thanksgiving
holiday.
AAA’s digital tools for travel
planning on the go include a free
AAA Mobile app for iPhone,
iPad and Android. As part of
North America’s largest motoring
and leisure travel organization,
AAA Tidewater Virginia provides
its more than 325,000 members
with travel, insurance, ﬁnancial
and automotive-related services.
Visit AAA.com.

At this time of Thanksgiving
we pause to count our blessings
and wish you all
“Happy Thanksgiving”
Cathy Rowe

804-436-2696
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA

It’s all about Christmas
at the Box Boutique
Stocking stuffers, men’s gifts, scarves galore, candles,
jewelry, soaps, purses, lounge wear and much more!
Bring this coupon and enjoy

10% off
Good through December 24th, 2014

The Box Boutique 804-436-8505

538 Rappahannock Dr. 436-8505
White Stone
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

by Robert Mason Jr.

A

s promised, here’s that harvest hymn I
want to share with you.
Many of you probably already know it, so
feel free to sing along.
I’m not that familiar with the tune and it doesn’t
matter much, I’m not a karaoke-kind-of-guy.
I’ll just stick to the words.
The song is “Come, Ye Thankful People,
Come” by Henry Alford (1810-1871). Wikapedia says Alford wrote the lyrics in 1844 while he
was rector of Aston Standford Church in Buckinghamshire, England. It was ﬁrst published in
Hymns and Praises that same year with seven
verses under the title of “After Harvest.”
Sir George J. Elvey (1816-1893) set the
lyrics to his “St. George’s, Windsor” in 1858.
Alford revised the lyrics several times and
disapproved of the many “bootleg” versions he
encountered during his day, so he’d probably
frown on it appearing here. He’d be right down
offended if he heard me sing it.
Here are the words; you give it a shot:

Rise and Shine on the Rappahannock:
Oystermen leaving the jetties at Windmill Point.

Photo by Garnett Fisher
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

Come ye thankful people come,
Raise the song of harvest home
All is safely gathered in
Ere the winter storms begin
God our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied
Come to God’s own temple, come
Raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own ﬁeld
Fruit unto his praise to yield
Wheat and tares together sow
Unto joy or sorrow grown

First the blade, and then the ear
Then the full corn shall appear
Lord of the harvest! grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come
And shall take his harvest home;
From his ﬁeld shall in that day
All offenses purge away,
Give his angels charge at last
In the ﬁre the tares to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store
In his garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come,
Bring thy ﬁnal harvest home;
Gather thou thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever puriﬁed,
In thy presence to abide;
Come, with all thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.
That sounds good, but a turkey sandwich that
you might share is sounding better about now.
I prefer oven-roasted breast meat, sliced
thick, between two slices of white bread with a
dab of butter, salt and pepper.
Place the sandwich in a ziplock plastic bag
and drop it through the mail slot in the front
door at the Rappahannock Record ofﬁce, 27
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.
Although the ofﬁce will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day, I will be checking the mail
drop periodically.
Happy Thanksgiving.

YOUR LETTERS
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude
to a person or organization that has been helpful this year. Here are their letters:
For the daily joy and privilege of being the wife of a
wonderful man, and a mom, I
am blessed.
I am so blessed to be a part
of Lancaster County. From
the youth and congregation at
Corrottoman Baptist Church to
the choir and congregation at
Kilmarnock United Methodist
Church, I am blessed.
“I awoke this morning with
devout thanksgiving for my
friends, the old and the new.” –
Ralph Waldo Emerson
I am beyond happy, blessed
and ever thankful.
Denise Cromer,
Ottoman

I would like to extend my
heartfelt thanks to Santarita
Carter and her wonderful ﬂoor
staff for the sincere love and
attention that they gave my
mother, Eula Higdon, the past
two years at Commonwealth.
I continually marveled at
their patience and compassion.
The last leg of our journey
could not have been navigated
without the steady support
of Dr. Delisa Heron and the
staff at WSFP, Ellie Galloway
and the Alzheimer’s Support
Group, and the Hospice Team
of VA.
My ever-faithful husband,
Dave, and my children rallied
round to hold “Memo’s” hand
as we walked back in time to
prove that “Grandmas are just
antique little girls.”
I have been richly blessed by

so many people and thank each
This cast certainly clicked,
and every one.
and I found myself being
Terrie Dustin, thankful we have such a
White Stone resource of talent to draw on
here. But I think it’s more
On November 12, 2014, I than that—Players’ actors
along with everyone in the are part of a very grounded,
Northern Neck lost a very rounded group who have
good friend.
established a high dramatic
Charley died after a long and standard in the Players which
valiant battle with ALS. For I personally value as part
those who did not know Char- of the quality of life here. I
ley, he was a real “Come Here” would venture to put a profrom New York.
duction like this up against
He was a lifelong restaura- anyone’s in terms of dramatic
teur and opened the Mooring validity and quality.
Restaurant in Kinsale and most
Joy Evans, the co-director
recently Luna in Callao.
(with Glenn Evans) wrote in
Charley and his wife, Mary the program notes: “farce is
Beth, worked very hard and a normal person trapped in a
created a great place for friends struggle within an abnormal
to meet and share not just a world.” Once again, I burst
great meal but great friendship. spontaneously into laughter.
Charley was a “giver” and To me that’s true: “everygave to any local church, man” is trapped like this,
group, or charity in need. He whether or not he or she realcontinues today as he is gone izes it. Confronting this is
by donating his brain to ALS the essence of humor, and a
for study to help ﬁght this hor- play like this brings that out.
rible disease. Please consider a
Our cultural suspicion
donation in Charley’s name.
and PC-driven exclusion of
Thank you Charley......you farce, satire, ribaldry, selfare loved and will be very deprecation, repartee, is not
much missed.
doing us any good at all.
David Fine, Thanks, Players, for giving
Lottsburg us some.
“Don’t Dress For Dinner,”
which recently completed
its run at the Westmoreland
Players Theatre in Callao,
was a triumph of timing,
acting, good-heartedness and
wit.

David S. Harvey,
Heathsville

More ‘thanks
giving’ letters on
the next page

Critic off base
Once again a frequent critic of
opinions that I express has come
up with a slanted and totally distorted view of my letter. It almost
seems that he didn’t read the letter
or he has not had the experiences
that I have.
If he has had the experience
of having been thought killed
in action in Vietnam only to be
found alive and well then I thank
him for his service and congratulate him for making it back. If
that is not his experience then he
lacks knowledge.
The camaraderie and brotherhood of shared experiences is
what I was relating too.
It is not unusual for adults to
look back at their coaches, teachers, trainers and parents and thank
them and give them credit for
imparting skills and knowledge
that was beneﬁcial in their lives.
That is what I believe my men
were doing and as I said 37 years
has a way of clouding memories.
It is also not unusual for military trainers to have names for
their cadets. In fact, you will ﬁnd
all the service academies have
names for them. The common
name for the cadets at Fort Belvoir in 1966-67 that I was training was “SMEACBEAN” and
shorter versions. Most military
leaders will recognize SMEAC
as a pneumonic learning device
for the leader’s ﬁve paragraph
ﬁeld order that we use to help
us to remember the necessary
elements when issuing orders. It
answers the what, where, when
and who of your mission.
Very seldom you ﬁnd war
veterans who desire to glorify

war. After serving two tours in
Vietnam, I certainly wouldn’t. I
am thankful and grateful for all
who served. They paid for our
freedom. We must never forget.
Memorial Day and Veterans Day
help us to remember.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems
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business
When Citizens United secured
a majority decision from the U.S.
Supreme Court that “corporations are people,” they accepted
a seeming contradiction of our
democracy.
While Citizens United were
only concerned to have unlimited political funding power, the
favorable decision surely holds
further implications which they
have left unaddressed:
Is each “people corporation”
allowed a vote? If not, why not? If
so, why not one vote for every
voting age employee of record?
In
that
eventuality,
how would each “people corporation” prevent the resultant
duplication and/or misrepresentation of actual individual registered voters?
The business of corporations
is business. Are the above points
not unﬁnished business?
Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Obamacare
saves lives
Obamacare saved my life.
I’ve been diabetic for 24 years.
Until last year it was virtually
impossible to get good health
care coverage at any cost.
Although otherwise healthy, as

soon as I told them I was diabetic they wanted nothing to do
with me.
I asked one insurance agent
what he would recommend I do.
His exact words were, “My best
advice for you is either to move
to another country or if you get
sick, make sure you die.” He
spoke the truth.
One insurance company did
offer insurance coverage, but as
soon as they learned I was diabetic the rates went sky high and
beneﬁts were seriously slashed,
so much so that if I had an
extended hospital stay it would
ensure bankruptcy. That was
healthcare in America before
Obamacare.
Last month I experienced
low blood sugar and crashed
my head into my dining table,
waking up in a pool of blood.
What I didn’t know was that
blood was slowly leaking into
my brain. I thought I was having
a stroke.
The excellent surgeons at
MCV and Dr. Foster-Weiss at
CMB in Kilmarnock saved my
life. Thanks to Obamacare I
won’t go bankrupt and should
make a full recovery.
I am not writing for myself
alone. For the ﬁrst time millions
of Americans with pre-existing
conditions can now access good,
affordable health care. And yes,
some day you, too, will face
a life threatening illness, and
eventually a terminal illness. You
can take that to the bank.
I suspect then you will wish
to God that affordable health
care will be there for you.
Charles VanDenburgh,
Heathsville

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

H

ere in Virginia where the ﬁrst Thanksgiving celebration took place in 1619 at
Berkeley Plantation on the James River, we
antedate our northern brethren in Massachusetts by one year. When President John Kennedy, as everyone knows, a native of the Bay
State, celebrated his ﬁrst Thanksgiving in
The White House, he issued the traditional
proclamation referring to the origins of the
event in Plymouth Colony. Having been corrected by history-minded individuals, the
second year he referred to Massachusetts
and Virginia. Still not quite pedantically
accurate, the third year, shortly before his
assassination, he correctly referenced the
ﬁrst Thanksgivings as having been in Virginia and Massachusetts.
At Berkeley, the colonists, barely 12 years
after the landing at Jamestown, gathered
with indigenous peoples, at the time known
to the colonists as Indians, to give thanks to
The Almighty for the year’s harvests, thus
beginning the festivities we continue tomorrow. The following year, unaware of what
had transpired in Virginia, pilgrims gave
thanks at Plymouth. Until the mid-twentieth century, most Americans thought that

Until the mid-twentieth
century, most Americans
thought that Thanksgiving
had originated in Massachusetts. Indeed, I recall being
taught that bit of misinformation in grade school, by
well meaning, but historically less informed, teachers.
Thanksgiving had originated in Massachusetts. Indeed, I recall being taught that bit
of misinformation in grade school, by well
meaning, but historically less informed,
teachers.
In some respects the lore of Thanksgiving
does have some Northern roots. For instance,
cranberries grow in New Jersey and places
farther north, and thus could not have been
part of the groaning board at Berkeley. His-

torians of the culinary arts are not able to
pinpoint what the main meat courses were,
but tradition holds it was the turkey. On the
banks of the James, I surmise a few oysters
also were present, as well as goodly portions
of venerable wild geese and ducks.
The late Malcolm Jamison, who owned
Berkeley for most of the last century, after
his family acquired it in 1907, was the principal architect in assuring Virginia its rightful place of primogeniture in the chronology
of Thanksgiving celebrations. He restored
the mansion, and made the lands a successful working plantation, growing crops,
harvesting trees, and most importantly, promoting history. He often appeared to take
visitors on the guided tours himself, and as a
youth along with my parents I was fortunate
to have him as our guide.
He thrived on the history of the house
and the land, regaling visitors about the
birth of the ninth President of the United
States, William Henry Harrison, in the mansion, and describing the events of the War
Between the States that led to the composition of “Taps” on the grounds.
Berkeley is one of the best examples of the

adaptation of history to present uses. In its
restoration and survival it tells the story of
America’s origins and growth across the past
four centuries. Every Thanksgiving America
continues a distinctive tradition begun there,
and at every military funeral we hear the
hauntingly beautiful music composed and
ﬁrst played there.
As the annual day of giving thanks arrives
this year, happily our country still can be
thankful for its bounty and the gifts given
its citizens to pursue lives of industry and
productivity. The colonists at Berkeley and
Plymouth recognized that they needed to be
grateful for the blessings they had received,
and centuries later we do too. Among the
many items for which I have been thankful over the last 30 years have been the kind
words readers have written or spoken about
what I have penned in this space each week.
Expressing appreciation is a natural part of
life, and today I offer my thanks to readers
for their interest in reading the column and
taking the time to offer their comments.
Happy Thanksgiving to all, and please
enjoy carrying on the legacy of the ﬁrst
Thanksgiving at Berkeley Plantation.
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YESTERYEAR
(Reprint from the November 11, 1904,
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Lively

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows White Stone Wharf, probably
used as a steamboat landing and eventually the site of
White Stone Beach. Note the rail tracks on the pier, said
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do
you remember?” is a community service of the museum.

O. B. Cundiff has just returned from Baltimore with a full line of goods.
Mrs. T. J. Clark spent Wednesday at the
home of her sister near Nuttsville and was
accompanied by her daughter, Miss Hattie.
Emmet Dudley, of Baltimore, is spending
time at his home here.
Miss Hattie Clark was the pleasant visitor at the home of B. B. Haynie on Sunday
night.
Farmers here have ﬁnished seeding their
wheat.
Emmet Dudley and Horace Haynie were
pleasant visitors at the home of J. R. Davis,
near Merry Point.
Fox hunter’s horns are on the boom here.
Miss Olen W. Webb, who is attending
school at Kilmarnock, is spending this week
at her home.
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Hazzard spent Sunday

with friends in Alfonso.
Shooting season is just in and gunners are
expecting to have a sporty time.
Mrs. W. J. Barker is much improved at
this writing, and we hope she will soon be
out again.

Bluff Point

Mrs. Virginia O. Rock, who has been
spending the summer at her home in
Gloucester, has returned here again much to
the delight of her many friends.
Little Elias Shehigh, while crossing a
cornﬁeld with his grandfather one day this
week, fell and stuck a stalk in his face, bruising him very badly.
Miss Grace Potter spent last Sunday as the
guest of Miss Eunice Todd.
The people of this place are busy looking
forward to the fair.

Millenbeck

Mrs. Fannie Harman, who has been visiting her sister at Towles Point, has returned to
her home in Germantown, Pa.

Robt. Hall, the telephone lineman, was
seen here last week, doing some work on
the line from here to Warsaw.
E. J. Carter has secured a position in the
excelsior mills in Urbanna.
C. M. Beane, of Mollusk, was seen in
this place one day last week.
Quite a number of the oyster shuckers, at
this place, went to Baltimore last Monday
to vote.
The price of oysters is still high. Some
of the boys around here get a ﬁne once in
a while, but they don’t seem to mind to
much.
Messrs. Armstrong and Warren are
having some of their canned goods shipped
now as the prices have advanced.
L. S. Dudley, of this place, spent a few
days last week at Sheriff Chowning’s hunting.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
and Library)

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude to a person
or organzation that has been helpful this year. Here are more of their letters:

Happy Thanksgiving to you all
in the Northern Neck and especially Mallard Bay folks.
We are thankful for all the good
times and good friends we have
made while visiting your area.

During this season of
Thanksgiving our family
wishes to thank our local emergency room doctors, medical
staff, nurses and volunteers at
Rappahannock General and
Gail J. Hauser and Laszlo Bon Secure Hospital.
Hegedus Cambridge,
Our appreciation to Dr. Paul
Ontario, Canada
Sutherland and Dr. James
Bryant for their professional
When an organization exists
and timely medical care.
entirely on contributions, it can
We wish all of you a safe and
offer only its deepest thanks to
Happy Thanksgiving.
those who so graciously and conBilly Barrack and Family,
tinually support it.
Alfonso
The Northern Neck Free
The following “thanks giving
Health Clinic is indebted to all
those who make ﬁnancial dona- letters” come from Sarah Duncan
tions, both large and small. With- Bridge’s 4K Classroom at the
out your gifts, we would not have Northern Neck Family YMCA
a clinic. Beyond that, these gifts Wiley Child Development Center
are such a wonderful reﬂection in Kilmarnock.
of a caring community. They’ve
I am thankful for my family,
helped thousands of our neighbors get the health care they need. my animals and children.
Lucas Brown, 4
The clinic is equally grateful
for the hundreds of volunteers
I am thankful for my family,
who keep our operations going.
Without them, we couldn’t do dog and cat and my friends.
Quinton Gaskins, 4
a 10th of what we do. Last year,
396 volunteers gave more than
I am thankful for my grand22,000 hours, and another 52
groups provided meals for those daddy, mawmaw and mommy.
Adrianna Eanes, 4
volunteering during the evening
clinics. They too are a brilliant
I am thankful for mommy and
reﬂection of a community that
daddy and Ms. Becky, doggy and
cares.
The clinic has partnerships for cat, and bother and meme.
Jonathan Kurtz, 5
labs, referrals, physical therapies, counseling and outreaches,
I am thankful for mom and
and partnerships with hospitals,
schools, colleges, businesses, dad, brothers and sisters, and
churches and funders. We—and
our understanding and appreciative patients—are grateful for
them all.

dogs and cats.
Jovan Boyd, age 4.

We are so thankful that Lisa
got to enjoy and appreciate the
ﬂowers and cards sent in the
I am thankful for momma and weeks prior to her passing. She
daddy, meme and pepaw, and loved her ﬂowers.
Black Doggy.
Your many acts of kindness
Desiree Costley, 5
will continue to warm our hearts
and encourage us in the days
I am thankful for sister, dada ahead. May you be blessed, as
and mom, and pets.
you have blessed us.
Robbie, Joel and Nathan Spiers,
Brady Hardesty, 4
YMCA 4k Class,
Kilmarnock

Our heartfelt thanks and
appreciation to each of you for
your kind expression of sympathy in the passing of our wife,
mother and daughter, Lisa E.
Spiers. To the hundreds of you
who came to the visitations, and
funeral celebration, we appreciate your kind words and hugs of
encouragement. Your presence
and love meant so much.
Thanks to the many that
brought food to the house. We
had many to share it with and
to enjoy. We do appreciate each
dish and know someone cared.
To the many that called and sent
cards, we felt your concern and
caring as we read each one several times. To the hundreds of
you who donated to the Ocular
Melanoma research foundation in Lisa’s memory, we want
you to know that your generous
donations have totaled $8,000,
which will be used exclusively
for the research for a cure.

White Stone
George and Marie Edwards

I want to give thanks to my
son, Tyrell A. Nickens, for
always thinking of others and
helping those in need.
At age 9 he started a nonproﬁt
named Ty’s Friends Group,
which will celebrate its 20th
anniversary on December 19.
He sponsors annual holiday
parties, gets donors and sponsors, gives out gifts and forms
long-lasting relationships with
his special friends. He helps
the community needy by assisting with giving food baskets for
Thanksgiving, sponsoring Easter
egg hunts, organizing back to
school drives, getting prom
attire, raising money to send
persons to special camps, volunteering as a Special Olympics
coach/buddy, raising money to
purchase dental services, giving
clothing and visiting them in
their homes, nursing homes,
assisted living, group homes,
hospitals and special classes.
I’m so grateful that God gave

him the wisdom to respect
others and place love in his
heart for helping others. He
makes me and his father proud
and very thankful he is our son.
He was born premature and his
lungs were not fully developed.

He had four surgeries before age
6 and he was in critical status
three times.
He understands what it means
to need help from others.
Phyllis and Irvin Nickens,
Kilmarnock

CUSTOM YACHT
SERVICE

X

This winter…
Let us be your pride and joy’s home
away from home
Conveniently located on the Eastern
Branch of Carters Creek
Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage
50-ton travel lift and
9 feet at mean low water

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington
(804) 438-5563
A Full Service Boatyard

Jean Nelson,
executive director,
Kilmarnock

The 2014 Historyland Community Workshop (HCW)
annual beneﬁt sale is over—successfully. It is, therefore, time for
me to send words of appreciation to many in the community.
Those who make my job
easier and who often keep me on
the right track at the Record and
include Robert, Sara A., Sarah
B., Lisa, K.C. and gatekeepers
Angie and Lindsay.
Outside
contributors
to
HCW’s advertising campaign
are Shirley and Don at H&S
Printing and Sandra at Creative
Designs. They create our posters
and banners for the merchants
who display them each year.
Thank you to Tawne at 101.7
and Ron at 104.9 radio for letting me come in for an interview
every year before the sale and
for broadcasting community service announcements.
One of the most important
and essential groups HCW must
acknowledge are our customers. They keep us in business.
In many cases they may have
donated the raw materials that
HCW members convert into
handmade merchandise.
Finally, our unsung heroes are
always our families. We disrupt
schedules, turn our kitchens into
small canneries or bakeries, and
turn family rooms into small factories. Then our spouses become
“short-haul” movers to set up
and take down the sale at the
Boys and Girls Club.
HCW members are proud of
our many years of contributions
to education in the area and ask
you to join us “and we helped.”
Luci York,
HCW publicity chairman,
Kilmarnock

“RWC got me back on
my feet so I could
go home to Diamond.”
– Mary Kay Rotert, RWC board
member and former Westbury
Health Center resident with her
companion, Diamond.

Mary Kay Rotert recently spent time in RWC’s Westbury Health Center. “I’ve experienced what every RWC resident knows – they have
the very best care right here on campus to back them up.” From short-term rehabilitation to longer-term convalescence, consider
RWC first. We have healthcare options available to the public for the care you need when
Rappahannock
you need it, right here at home. RWC will help you get back on your feet and back home
Westminster-Canterbury
to the people, and pets, that need you. For information, contact 804-438-4000 today.
Embrace life on your terms.
Equal Housing Opportunity © 2014 RWC

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444 www.embracelifeatrwc.org 132 Lancaster Drive Irvington, Virginia 22480
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Civil War Sesquicentennial Notes

150 Years Ago
This Month,
November 1864:
Lincoln’s Re-Election

abusing his presidential powers,
demanded an immediate halt
to the ﬁghting, and called for
a peaceful settlement. Some
northerners were also still uneasy
In the presidential election of
about emancipation and its
1864, Republican Abraham Lin- uncertain consequences. At the
coln won a second term, defeatother end of the spectrum, the
ing Democratic “peace candiRadical Republicans in Lincoln’s
date” and former Union army
own party challenged him for a
commander George McClellan.
stronger response to completely
Lincoln carried 22 of 25 states in end slavery and win the war.
the Electoral College and 55%
In early September things
of the popular vote. However, his started to change. General Sherpath to victory was neither easy
man seized Atlanta and the war
nor inevitable.
decidedly turned in the Union’s
Remarkably, the election pro- favor. Sherman’s successive
cess in 1864 continued as usual
triumphs plus victories in the
with little discussion of alternaShenandoah Valley in September
tive procedures. Not since 1812
and October greatly boosted Linhad a U.S. presidential election
coln’s standing.
taken place during a war. No
The Republican Party was
other democratic nation had ever politically successful, too, in
conducted a national election
appealing to various voters. It
during times of war. Lincoln
branded the Democratic platform
could have made an arguable
as traitorous and united people
case for staying in ofﬁce without under the campaign slogan
a national vote, but his stance
“Don’t change horses in the
was that “the election was a
middle of a stream.” It appeased
necessity.” He said, “We cannot
the Radical Republicans with
have free government without
a platform that ﬁrmly vowed
elections; and if the rebellion
to crush the Confederacy and
could force us to forego, or post- punish rebel leaders, demanded
pone a national election, it might unconditional surrender, and supfairly claim to have already con- ported a constitutional amendment to end slavery. War Demoquered and ruined us.”
Lincoln supported the election crats also joined forces with the
Republicans and defected from
even when he thought he would
lose. By August 1864, McClellan their own party. This alliance was
so signiﬁcant that the Republican
was the strongly favored candidate. Lincoln himself admitted to Party even changed its name to
his cabinet that “it seems exceed- the National Union Party just for
ingly probable that this adminis- the 1864 election.
The Republicans attracted
tration will not be re-elected.”
moderate Democrats, too. They
Lincoln faced several threats
gained support, especially in
to his campaign. The country
had not re-elected an incumbent the border states, by choosing
Andrew Johnson, a pro-Union
since 1832; nine presidents in
Democrat from Tennessee and
a row had served a single term.
military governor of that occuMore importantly, the war was
pied state, for vice-president.
not going well. During just
Some Democrats feared that
three months in the summer of
a diplomatic peace settlement
1864, more than 65,000 Union
soldiers were killed, wounded, or could allow for permanent
separation of the country, so they
missing, compared to 108,000
accepted Lincoln’s war as the
in the entire ﬁrst three years of
best hope for unity. There was
the war. The Peace Democrats
also growing disorder among the
condemned the war effort as
Democrats in the fall of 1864
a failure, accused Lincoln of

because McClellan renounced
the party’s anti-war platform and
advocated for preserving the
Union by any means.
Lincoln also had the crucial
support of U.S. soldiers and their
families who wanted to end the
war with a victory not a stalemate. The 1864 election was the
ﬁrst time in American history
that troops in the ﬁeld voted for
the president. The legislatures of
sixteen states had approved some
method of absentee or proxy
voting, which enabled about
150,000 of the army’s more
than one million soldiers to cast
ballots. In other states, military
leaders granted thousands of furloughs so soldiers could go home
to vote.
Although Union soldiers cast
only about 4% of the total ballots in the election, they were
an important constituency. An
estimated 78% of the voting
troops chose Lincoln. A vote for
McClellan might mean an end to
war and a safe return home, but
it would also betray the patriotic
cause and invalidate the many
sacriﬁces made and lives lost.
As one soldier put it, “I can not
vote for one thing and ﬁght for
another.”
In the end, Lincoln achieved a
remarkable victory in November
1864. Lincoln won in the Electoral College by a landslide of
212 votes to 21, losing only Delaware, Kentucky, and McClellan’s home state of New Jersey.
He won the popular vote with a
count of 2,220,846 (55%) against
McClellan’s 1,809,445 (45%).
The Republicans also won threefourths of Congress. Lincoln
interpreted the election as a mandate that war must continue and
its only acceptable end must be a
reuniﬁed nation without slavery.
This article is provided by the
Mary Ball Washington Museum
& Library and Lancaster County
Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee. Research sources include
the Civil War Trust, Lincoln
Home National Historic Site,
and Miller Center at UVA.
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Lancaster
NAACP to
meet Dec. 5
The Lancaster Branch of
NAACP will meet at 5:30
p.m. December 5 at the
North Branch of Bank of
Lancaster, in Kilmarnock.
This is the holiday meeting
and the last meeting of the
year, reported Lloyd N. Hill.
Refreshments will be provided by the branch.
The branch held election
of officers at the November
meeting, including president
Lloyd Hill, vice president
Sandra Smyre, first vice
president Denise Cottrell,
second vice president Delphine Page, secretary Mildred Reid, recording secretary Ann Jackson, treasurer
Gilbert Dorman, assistant
treasurer William Lee, chaplain Michael Logan, assistant chaplain Madison Boyd,
greeter Rose Newton, assistant greeter Maxine Logan
and executive board members Burton Moody and Bill
Butler. They all will serve
two-year terms.
“We congratulate each
member selected and look
forward to continue to
advance the goals and objectives of the organization,”
said Hill.
Officers will be installed
January 20.

David Farley

Reverse Mortgage Originator
NMLS#499853

The General Store
Holiday Open House
Come Celebrate with us
Friday, November 28 & Saturday, November 29

Old World Santa’s (limited number available)
Primitive & Formal Furniture
Antique Trains & Collectibles

Special Sale Discounts
10% to 50% off
*Gift Certificates Available

804-453-3066
New Winter Hours: Wed. - Sat. 10-4
684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
3Ur#VSHFTT 7B

Ask your LOCAL
reverse mortgage expert
David Farley
for more details.
Up to date and accurate information

NMLS#522448

