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HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super-
visors on October 30 adopted resolutions against proposed 
water rate increases and proposed rules for a new fee.

Aqua Virginia, which provides water services to 75,000 
people in 35 Virginia counties, including Northumberland 
and Lancaster, last summer filed applications with the Vir-
ginia State Corporation Commission (SCC) seeking an 
increase in water and wastewater rates, as well as a rule set 
for creating a Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Service 
Charge, or WWISC. The filing is 
made jointly with Virginia Amer-
ican and Massanutten Public 
Service Corporation, two other 
Virginia water utilities.

Northumberland joins Lan-
caster County and several other 
localities adopting similar reso-
lutions objecting to the rate 
increases.

According to the SCC, a rate 
increase would raise the cost of 
water service in most commu-
nities 8% to 21% and 4% to 13% for wastewater service, 
although Aqua does not provide wastewater service in the 
lower Northern Neck. This would be the fourth rate increase 
since 2008.

The WWISC application would create a set of rules gov-
erning the creation of a service charge. If that application is 
successful, the SCC will create a process for Aqua and other 
water utilities to apply for the creation of a WWISC to cover 
specific infrastructure projects.

According to Aqua America strategic communications 
manager Gretchen Toner, 16 states and 25 jurisdictions 
already have a similar process in place.

Aqua America Virginia president Shannon Becker said the 
WWISC would create more transparency, since Aqua would 

have to apply to the SCC in advance with a specific project to 
create a WWISC. Becker said the WWISC would also keep 
costs down and could possibly mean lower rate increases.

According to Becker, Aqua must carry the cost of infra-
structure capital investments until the next time Aqua can 
petition the SCC for a rate change. Since rate cases are expen-
sive, they are usually made every two to three years, creat-
ing what Becker described as “a free loan.” The WWISC, he 
argues, will allow water utilities to be proactive in upgrading 
outdated and worn out infrastructure.

“All in all, the surcharge doesn’t increase your rate,” 
Becker said. “It allows us to 
spend capital where it needs to be 
done, and not carry the cost for 
three years.”

He says a WWISC may also 
mean rate increases may come 
less often or be less steep, since 
customers would pay for large 
infrastructure investments with 
the WWISC rather than through 
raised rates.

According to talking points 
provided by Aqua, much of the 

country’s current water and wastewater infrastructure was 
installed in the mid-’90s, and is in need of replacement.

According to information provided by Toner, Aqua has 
invested approximately $1 million in infrastructure in Lan-
caster and Northumberland counties since 2011, includ-
ing well replacements in Indian Creek, Heathsville, Glebe 
Point and Irvington; water main replacements in Irvington 
and White Stone; and storage upgrades in Irvington, White 
Stone and Heathsville.

There will be a public hearing on the applications in Rich-
mond on March 24, 2015, at 10 a.m. The hearing will be 
in the SCC’s second-floor courtroom in the Tyler Building, 
1300 East Main Street, Richmond. Any person wishing to 
speak should arrive before 9:45 a.m.

The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce’s second annual 
Taste by the Bay: Wine, Food, Arts & Ale event will be held from 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. November 22 at the Tides Inn, 480 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington.

The presenting sponsor will be Bon Secours Virginia Health System. 
Other sponsors include Arton Products, Commonwealth Assisted Living, 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury and the Virginia Tourism Coun-
cil, reported chamber board member and Taste event chairman Joanna 
Marchetti.  

The event will offer samplings from 10 Virginia wineries, eight Vir-
ginia craft brews and ciders, tastings from seven area restaurants, music 
by The Delvers, a variety of artisan vendors and maritime attractions. 

Tickets are $30 in advance or $35 at the door. For advance tickets, call 
435-6092, visit tastebythebay.com, or stop by the chamber office, 129 
South Main Street, Kilmarnock.

WHITE STONE—The next step in 
revitalizing White Stone happens this 
week. 

Town manager Patrick Frere, along 
with Jerry Davis and John Bateman 
of the Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict Commission, are submitting a 
planning grant study to the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (DHCD). After 
that, the town waits for a seal of 
approval and the contract is signed, 
giving the town the go-ahead to have 
a Preliminary Engineering Review 
(PER). 

The town’s management team was 
told the ins and outs of applying for 
the planning grant at a strategy ses-
sion last Thursday. 

The facilitated planning meeting 

From left, Jason Sams, community development specialist with 
the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD), addresses the management team including John Batemen 
with the Northern Neck Planning District Commission and White 
Stone residents Hope Waters and Martha Dobyns. Photo by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi 

White Stone rehabilitation
management team meets;
project continues forward

Vinyards.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi was conducted by Jason Sams, a com-
munity development specialist with 
DHCD. Sams told the group of nine 
the work study proposal needed to be 
back in his office in seven days.

“The faster we get it back, the faster 
we can do a contract and you can get 
out there and spend money,” said 
Sams. 

White Stone was awarded a Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
Planning Grant of up to $30,000 for 
identifying needs and possible solu-
tions for a proposed renovation and 
revitalization project. That project 
will begin in the residential areas of 
town, according to Frere. The town 
hopes to use the initial grant to reno-
vate residential areas, then plan for a 
commercial revitalization. 

The late baseball legend Babe Ruth 
once said, “It’s hard to beat a 

person who never gives up.” 
Two Lancaster High School stu-

dents are proving just that as they pre-
pare for college and the rest of their 
lives. Neither one is at the top of their 
class academically. Neither got into 
Governor’s School. Both developed 
early childhood health issues that 
could easily have knocked them down 
and out. 

Yet they didn’t give up. In fact, the 
setbacks only served to motivate them 
to work harder to achieve careers in 
which they could help others.

William Andrew “Drew” Smith and 
Frantasia Howard “are people who are 
going to make it happen,” said LHS 
career coach Karen Hutchens.

They are students who are well 
organized, stay on top of deadlines, 
and have families who support them 
in everything they do. 
Drew Smith

“I’m highly motivated,” said Drew. 
“When I have a goal, I don’t let any-
thing stand in my way.” 

In his freshman year, he told his 
parents he wanted to attend an out-
of-state university. As the eldest of 
three children, that goal would have 
driven his tuition fees out of reach for 
Bill and Shannon Smith of Weems. 
Rather than dash their son’s dreams, 
they agreed to the higher out-of-
state tuition if he entered as a college 
junior. 

Drew approached Hutchens 
requesting to start dual enrollment his 
freshman year. “I didn’t know I could 
earn an AA degree until she asked 
if that was my goal,” he said. While 
most students don’t start dual enroll-
ment until their junior year, he’s one 

Counties adopt resolutions
against water rate increase

by Renss Greene and Audrey Thomasson

“All in all, the surcharge doesn’t 
increase your rate. It allows us to 
spend capital where it needs to be 
done, and not carry the cost for 
three years.”
—Shannon Becker, Aqua America 

Virginia president

Preparing for college under 
early personal commitment

Junior Drew Smith studies late 
into the night to obtain a two-year 
associate’s from Rappahannock 
Community College so he can 
enter college as a junior and save 
two years of tuition.

Learning today, Leading tomorrow: Part 4by Audrey Thomasson

of the few to take the initiative.
“Drew was a first alternate for Gov-

ernor’s School,” his father explained. 
Because he didn’t get in, “He is driv-
ing himself to do it on his own.”  

Drew takes classes online or at 
Rappahannock Community College 
(RCC) in Glenns. His classes include 
computer literacy, psychology, art 
and religion. Because it’s not part of 
dual enrollment, he pays about $160 
a credit from the money he makes 
busing tables and life guarding at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club 
and with parental assistance.

“I’m trying to get the electives 

out of the way,” he said. “But most 
of the core classes will be through 
dual enrollment” in high school, 
such as pre-calculus, U.S. history and 
advanced placement European his-
tory.

According to his father, he often 
studies past midnight.

Drew’s extra curricular activities 
include Key, Leo, Recycling and 
Spanish clubs and playing trumpet in 
the school band. He’ll be off to Gua-
temala in the spring with the Span-
ish Club and to New Mexico next 
summer with his Boy Scout Troop. 
He is a member of the National Honor 
Society and in the honors program at 
RCC.

Cross Country is his sport of choice.
The Smiths didn’t think he would 

be able to pursue sports since Drew 
suffered from asthma early in life.

“It was a struggle for him to breath,” 
said Bill Smith. But Drew’s fight to 
overcome the limitations actually 
strengthened his lungs which enabled 
him to compete.  

Smith attributes his son’s drive to 
growing up in a competitive family. 

“We never said no to anything 
involving school,” said Smith. How-
ever, the family rule is “School is 
first. If grades drop, he has to drop the 
extracurricular activities like sports.” 

Drew switched his college choice 
to University of Virginia with a career 
goal of becoming a doctor of derma-
tology or ophthalmology. His back-up 
plan is a biology major at Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
Frantasia Howard

“My family loves that I’m trying for 
opportunities they never had. They’re 

WHITE STONE, continued on page A2

LEARNING, continued on page A2
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Some 15 to 20 homes have 
been identified for the initial 
phase. 

Sams presented the team a 
work sheet of sorts, outlining 
the information needed for the 
study, including responsible par-
ties and timelines for meetings, 
public hearings, budgets and 
home surveys. 

He suggested White Stone 
look at its public sewer infra-
structure and drainage issues 
and include housing rehabilita-
tion and lighting concerns. 

“Basically look at this as a 
wish list for what [you] want to 
do in these neighborhoods,” he 
said.

He also presented the team 
a timeline of deadlines. A pre-
application is due to the state by 
December. In January, technical 
assistance for the grant applica-
tion is offered at “how to apply” 
sessions and in February assis-
tance is offered on a one-on-one 
basis. The comprehensive appli-
cation is due by March 2015. 

The team gave a collective 
sigh. 

“It’s sounds like a lot,” in a 
short time, said Sams. But he 
assured the team Frere, Davis 
and Bateman had plenty of 
experience and the state was not 
asking White Stone to “reinvent 
the wheel.” Much of what needs 
to be done is just filling in the 
blanks, he said. 

Sams also noted the state con-
siders public participation in its 
grant approval. If the town wants 
to rehab 80 homes in a neigh-
borhood and only five residents 
attend the required meetings, 
the state will view that as lack of 
participation, he said. 

“That’s one of the criteria we 
look at,” said Sams.

Neighborhood participation 
is a concern for councilman 
and management team member 
David Jones. He told council, 
convening later that evening, 
“We need to get out there and 

WHITE STONE — Ammon 
G. Dunton has a vision for White 
Stone which includes a pedes-
trian area and shopping district. 

It’s a lofty endeavor but one 
he can help with, he told council 
last Thursday. 

Dunton represents an estate 
trying to sell a parcel with a 
vacant building on Rappahan-
nock and Chesapeake drives.

“I’ve had something in mind 
for a long time, but it’s not 
easily accomplished, but nothing 
worthwhile is,” he said. 

Dunton, whose family has 
operated a law office in the town 
for over 80 years, said he recalls 
when White Stone was a filling 
station town, with a station on 
every corner. 

Now, he’d like to see the center 
of town become a pedestrian 
zone with a “commercial area 
attractive for people on foot.”

Dunton said he has a vision for 
a beautiful center of White Stone, 
with flowers, benches and shops.

Saying he could help with 
that town makeover, Dunton 
told council “if the town wants 
to go that way,” he happens to 
control the lot on the corner in 
town as part of the settlement of 
an estate. 

Dunton congratulated coun-

Community volunteer Lindsy Gardner conducts a mock 
interview with senior Frantasia Howard in preparation 

really proud I’m not waiting 
for life to come to me, but that 
I’m going out there and grab-
bing it,” said Frantasia. 

Extremely organized and 
a strong leader, she was the 
perfect unit captain for the 
JROTC squad. “I’m a very 
organized person—a perfec-
tionist. I love the program. I 
love science. I’m getting to 
learn aerospace science. And I 
like participating in the leader-
ship program,” she said. 

Frantasia is dual enrolled in 
U.S. government and English 
12, and is working on nurse’s 
assistant certification at the 
Northern Neck Technical 
Center in Warsaw. 

“I want to get things started 
for a certificate. Move a step 
forward with credits for my 
AA degree,” said Frantasia.

Excellent grades have 
earned her membership in the 
National Honor Society and 
JROTC Kitty Hawk Air Soci-
ety. Club activities include 
Key, Leo and Glee. 

Her college goal is earning 
a bachelor’s in nursing at Rad-
ford University or Longwood 
College. 

“I’ll start out at RCC so I can 
save up more money. I wanted 
to be the person who was dif-
ferent and maybe pursue a 
nursing career in the military,” 
she explained. She plans to pay 
for college through financial 
aid, scholarships and working.

Frantasia was born with a 
hole in her heart and other 
inherited medical conditions, 
which could derail a mili-
tary option. Her back-up plan 
includes perhaps going for a 
doctorate or becoming a pedi-

atric nurse, “...to help kids just 
like me.”

Her parents, Danielle and 
Frank Howard of Ottoman, 
said their daughter never com-
plains about anything.

“The only way you would 
know about her medical prob-
lems is if she told you about 
them,” said her mother. “She’s 
had three heart operations. 
She runs in sports and with the 
JROTC. She’ll do it, but there’s 
a price to pay in the end.”

Frantasia is an only daugh-
ter growing up with three 
brothers. Neither parent went 
to college. Her mother didn’t 
complete high school.

Danielle Howard said she 
always stressed to her chil-
dren the importance of an 
education and doing the 
best job possible. “I told her 
‘Don’t stop achieving.’ Even 
in middle wage jobs or work-
ing at McDonald’s, you have 
to know math.” When Franta-
sia’s boss gave her the key to 
her shop and let her open for 
her, Danielle Howard told her 
daughter, ‘When you do good, 
people will trust you.’ 

“Children mimic what they 
see. I work 130 to 140 hours 
over two weeks. The same way 
I work and provide for my 
kids, Frantasia does the same,” 
her mother explained.

Next week Frantasia will 
start to see her hard work 
pay off as she begins College 
Application Week. Thanks 
to Hutchens and guidance 
counselors Lara Brown and 
Barbara Smith, Frantasia has 
everything in order and is 
excited about the application 
process.

White Stone project continues
continued from page A1

Learning today
continued from page A1

Downtown pedestrian-friendly 
commercial center could be next

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi cil on the award of a Virginia 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development grant 
which would begin the town 
revitalization process. 

“For the first time the town 
is about to undergo sufficient 
change,” said Dunton, who 
added he was excited about that 
and White Stone’s future. 

Council took no action on 
Dunton’s suggestion during the 
public comment portion of the 
meeting. However, Mayor Randy 
Reeves told Dunton the planning 
commission is currently review-
ing the zoning ordinance and 
suggestions similar to Dunton’s 
had been made by a Virginia 
Commonwealth University grad-
uate student last spring. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
said the commission is consid-
ering all the options as it works 
through the ordinance. He noted 
the next commission meeting is 
5 p.m. Thursday, November 20, 
in the Town Hall, 433 Rappah-
annock Drive, White Stone.

Dunton addressed a council 
of only three plus Reeves last 
Thursday. Irving Brittingham, 
Blair Kenyon and David Jones 
were the only members present. 
Council members Will Hubbard, 
Joe Sliakis, Jennifer Hodges and 
Kelli Blankenship were absent. 

In other business, council 

make sure the residents show 
up for the meetings and sign in.” 
They don’t have to say anything, 
Jones added, “but they need to 
be there.”

Sams also told the team it 
was important all residents in 
the targeted neighborhood know 
“every house has to be looked 
at.” Not every home has to have 
an in-depth work write-up but 
every home has to at least have 
a walk-through. The state wants 
to know which homes will be 
targeted for rehabilitation, total 
renovations and, if some are 
abandoned, demolition. 

Residents should also be 

made aware there is a minimum 
payback of $25 but the payback 
is based on an individual’s abil-
ity to pay. 

Frere added he has been a part 
of similar projects and the pay-
backs usually range from $25 to 
$200. 

“You need to make sure 
people want to be part of this 
housing rehab,” said Sams. 

White Stone has already 
advertised for bids for the PER 
and a committee has inter-
viewed two engineering firms, 
said Frere. Once a contract has 
been signed with DHCD,  the 
firm can be secured.

Celebrating Hubbard
Former White Stone mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard embraces 
vice mayor David Jones November 8 at an oyster roast 

“surprise party,” attended by family, friends and council 

as mayor.

discussed the annual tree light-
ing and visit from Santa which 
Reeves said would take place at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday, December 6. 
This is a change from the usual 
Wednesday night ceremonies 
held in past years, he noted.
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HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office, Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane Wrightson, the Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck Community Services Board and Nor-
thumberland schools on November 6 hosted a forum on spice 
and bath salts at the Northumberland High School auditorium.

School resource officer deputy Allen Garland described spice 
as “more addicting than crack cocaine, and more difficult to get 
off of than heroin.” 

The forum was attended by students, parents and some faculty 
members.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported charges against four 
individuals.
Felonies

Dayton M. Waddy, 34, of 
White Plains Road was charged 
November 5 with one count of 
manufacture/sale/possess with 
intent to distribute narcotics.

Markus A. Owns, 30, of 
Gaines Road was charged 
November 6 with four counts 
of manufacture/sale/posses-
sion of illegal narcotics, one 
count of possession of a fire-
arm while in possession of ille-
gal narcotics, and one count of 
manufacturing marijuana for 
others to use.
Misdemeanors

A Robinson Lane man, 30, 
was charged November 3 with 
a Northumberland County 
charge of brandishing a fire-
arm.

A Windmill Point Road man, 
33, was charged November 4 
on a show cause summons with 
contempt of a juvenile court 
order.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins this 
week reported charges against 
four individuals.
Felonies

Jermain Koonce, 22, of 
Callao was charged with two 
felony counts of breaking and 
entering, grand larceny, posses-
sion of burglary tools and two 
misdemeanor charges of inter-
fering with property rights of 
others.
Misdemeanors

A Mollusk man, 30, was 
charged November 3 with bran-
dishing a firearm in Northum-
berland County. The subject 
was charged by the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office.

 A Callao woman, 18, was 
charged November 5 with 
assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 31, was 
charged November 8 with driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol, and having a concealed 
weapon while under the influ-
ence of alcohol; and issued a 
summons for defective equip-
ment.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 

reported crews responded to the fol-
lowing calls for assistance in October. 

 At 6:20 p.m., Rescue 
III was dispatched by the Northum-
berland County Sheriff ’s Office for a 
24-foot sailboat unable to make way 
due to heavy wind and seas. When 
Rescue III got underway headed down 
the Potomac to the vicinity of VirMar 
Beach, the wind was 10 MPH with 
2-foot seas. Within an hour it was 
blowing 15 to 20 MPH with gusts of 27 
MPH and 5- to 6-foot seas.

Rescue III informed Coast Guard 
Baltimore that it was unsafe to con-
tinue and they were returning to 
port. The Coast Guard dispatched a 
42-foot vessel which removed the sole 
person aboard. He was taken to Kinsale 
and was treated by the rescue squad for 

dehydration as he had no food or water 
aboard.

The mission continued on October 
20 after the storm blew through. When 
the Coast Guard removed the person 
aboard he had anchored the boat but 
it dragged and was found against and 
partially under a groin. Rescue II fer-
ried a line out to Rescue I which got 
the boat away from the groin but it was 
still on its side and full of water. 

The boat was secured and the owner 
informed that a salvage company 
would have to remove it. Time on call 
between the two days was 6 ½ hours 
with nine people involved.

October 22: At 3:40 p.m., Coast 
Guard Baltimore requested assistance 
for a disabled sailboat 4 miles east of 
Smith Point Light. Rescue I got under-
way and encountered 4- to 5-foot seas, 
rain and fog. When Rescue I was 2.5 

miles from the disabled boat a Coast 
Guard vessel from Crisfield arrived on 
scene and Sector Baltimore told Rescue 
I they could return to base. Time on 
call, 3 ½ hours.

October 25: At 5:30 p.m., a call 
was received from the Northumber-
land County Sheriff ’s Office of a boat 
aground in Dividing Creek. Rescue I 
found the 36-foot sailboat and towed it 
to Jennings Boatyard in Reedville. The 
boat was enroute from Canada to the 
Islands and needed a mechanic to deal 
with an overheating engine. Time on 
call, 3¾ hours. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue can be 
reached on channel 16 or by calling 
911. Rescue I and Rescue II are based 
on the Great Wicomico River and 
Rescue III is on Lodge Creek off of the 
Yeocomico River.

LANCASTER—Scott Sheppard Johnson, 44, of 
Richmond was convicted of the felony of obtaining 
money from an elderly Lancaster County citizen by 
false pretenses and sentenced in November 2013 in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court. 

Johnson was sentenced to 20 years, all suspended, 
and ordered to pay over $33,000 to the victim in two 
installments by November 8, 2014, as well as additional 
court costs, reported Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham.

Johnson was ordered to appear before Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on November 7 to show cause 
why no payment had been made, said Cunningham. On 
November 7, he appeared before the court with full pay-
ment which was immediately delivered to the victim.

“Johnson faced substantial jail time if he failed to pay 
this restitution to the victim,” said Cunningham. “This 
failure was averted when he made good in producing 
the funds. The victim is elderly and the funds came at 
an important time.” 

LANCASTER—The fol-
lowing cases were heard in 
Lancaster County Circuit 
Court on November 7 by Judge 
Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Robert Gallicchio’s case of 
alleged rape was rescheduled 
for a one-day jury trial April 
30, 2015.

Johnathan Frederick Mitch-
ell, charged with two felony 
counts of sodomy with a child, 
was tentatively scheduled for a 
jury trial at 9 a.m. January 9, 
2015. He was assigned court 
appointed attorney John Ham-
ilton.

Thomas Hendell, attorney 
for Kenneth Beverly Jackson 
who was convicted of hit-
and-run, asked to be removed 
from the case because he no 
longer lives in the area. Judge 
Taliaffero asked him to file the 
paperwork.

Hendell also filed to be 
removed from Deborah 
Thompson’s case for the same 
reason. 

SALUDA—On November 
9, the Middlesex County Sher-
iff’s Office received a call in 
reference to a shooting that had 
occurred at a residence in the 
1600 block of Montague Island 
Road in the north end of Mid-
dlesex County, reported Major 
M.E. Sampson. 

Deputies arrived at the scene 
shortly before 10 a.m. and found 
Edward Markham Post, 53, lying 
motionless in the yard with an 
apparent gunshot wound to the 
chest. 

The suspected shooter, 
Michael Edward Post, 64, had 
gone back into his residence 
prior to the deputies’ arrival, 
according to witnesses, said 
Major Sampson. 

A Virginia State Police tac-
tical team was called. Depu-
ties along with Virginia State 
Police secured the residence until 
the state tactical team arrived 
with armored vehicles. Com-
munication was then established 
between the State Police and the 
suspect, Michael Post, who was 
taken into custody without inci-
dent, said Sampson.

The crime scene was pro-

cessed by Virginia State Police 
crime scene units. 

As of Monday, Middlesex 
deputies continued their inves-
tigation, said Major Sampson. 
He said it appears the victim and 
the suspect were related. Michael 
Post’s arraignment was sched-
uled for Wednesday, November 
12, in Middlesex County Gen-
eral District Court. 
Other murders

Sunday’s alleged murder is the 
second to occur in Middlesex 
County in 2014.

Anthony Montrey Frazier, 22, 
of Shacklefords and Demetrius 
Paige, 22, of Hayes, are both 
charged with the second degree 
murder of Raheem Williams, 
malicious wounding of Markus 
Hammond, and participation in a 
predicate criminal act committed 
for or at the benefit or direction 
of or in association with a crimi-
nal street gang. Frazier is also 
charged with the use of a firearm 
in the commission of murder; 
and the use of a firearm in the 
commission of the malicious 
wounding.

Jury trials for both Frazier 
and Paige have been set for 9:30 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office on 
November 7 released a statement 
indicating a deputy had been 
accidentally bitten by a canine. 

Shortly after 5 p.m. Novem-
ber 6, a Lancaster deputy sher-
iff suffered a minor wound 
when he was accidentally 
bitten by another deputy’s 
canine partner. 

The incident happened at the 
sheriff’s office parking lot while 
Deputy J.E. Smith was giving his 
canine Auggie a rest break out-
side of the car. While under leash 
control, Auggie approached and 
sat down next to First Sgt. B.M. 
Edwards who petted Auggie as 
usual. The dog then went to the 
patrol car of Dep. W.K. Hogge, 
who was seated with his arm on 
the open window.

Auggie unexpectedly jumped 
up and grabbed Hogge’s left arm 
in what appeared to be a playful 
but somewhat unusual manner. 
Smith immediately commanded 
Auggie to let go and snatched 
back on the lead at the same time 
that Hogge instinctively pulled 
his arm back. Hogge suffered 
two minor puncture wounds that 
were treated at the scene.

“This was unexpected. He’s 
never acted this way before 
and I have no idea why Auggie 
grabbed Keith’s arm” said Smith.

In keeping with the sheriff’s 
policy, an incident report was 
filed by Smith. Hogge completed 
his work shift without complaint.

Auggie received his rabies 
vaccination on November 18, 
2013. His next vaccination is due 
by November 17, 2016.

Arrest made in shooting death
a.m. January 29-30 in Middlesex 
County Circuit Court.

In another case, Travis Al 
Baker, 34, of Water View is 
scheduled for a jury trial at 9:30 
a.m. December 18-19 in Middle-
sex County Circuit Court. He 
is charged with the first-degree 
murder of Wendy Billups, 33, at 

her residence near Cooks Corner 
on September 8, 2013. Baker 
also is charged with three other 
felonies related to the alleged 
crime.

Anyone with information 
on these alleged incidents or 
any other crimes in Middlesex 
County can call  758-5600.

Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins holds 
up a package of synthetic marijuana, commonly called 
spice.

Spice forum held
in Northumberland

by Renss Greene

by Audrey Thomasson

Deputy is accidentally bitten

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

Man pays court-ordered
restitution in 2013 case

Kelvin M. Corsey, charged 
with probation violation for 
going on school grounds, 
drinking, and viewing pictures 
on Craig’s List as a convicted 
sex offender, was sent back 
to jail for four months. Attor-
ney Jim Breeden argued that 
it was “technically” a viola-
tion, but with extenuating cir-
cumstances. Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Kenny 
Kunkle countered, “Is there 
any other kind of violation 
than “technical?” and argued 
that sex offenders must be held 
to a higher standard.

Judge Taliaffero said he 
would enter “an order to dis-
miss” a probation violation 
charge against Scott Sheppard 
Johnson if a certified check 
made out to the victim instead 
of the court “checked out.” 
Johnson also paid off all court 
costs.

James Milton Carter Jr.’s 
trial on felony charges of lar-
ceny, credit card fraud, receiv-
ing goods by fraud and unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle 

was continued by the defense 
until 9 a.m. December 19.

Jane Peake Mclaughlin’s 
misdemeanor case was contin-

ued to 9 a.m. December 12.
Judge Taliaffero restored 

voting rights to Teresa Lynn 
Haynie.

SEA RESCUE REPORT
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BLACK FRIDAY SALE
NOVEMBER 5 - DECEMBER 3

*also available in bisque color

12 MONTH
NO INTEREST

TOTAL SAVINGS

$43000*

1.9 Cu. Ft. Over-the-Range Sensor Microwave Oven
JVM7195DFBB (Black) / JVM7195DFWW (White)

30” Free-Standing Electric Convection Range 

JB750DFBB (Black) / JB750DFWW (White)

-$43000

$91800

$134800
Everyday Package Price

Holiday Instant Savings*

Final Price After Savings
*with purchase of both pieces

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

Holiday
Greetings

in the
Rappahannock Record

The annual Christmas Greetings section 
will be published in the December 18 
issue of the Rappahannock Record.

It is filled with Season’s Greetings from 
area businesses and Letters to Santa. 
Call today & send holiday wishes to 

your customers in this special section.

Rappahannock Record

mail@rapprecord.com

December

Deadline  10
for

Holiday Greetings 
and

Santa Letters

Correction: Deadline dates in the 
October bill stuffer were incorrect, 
please note the correct date below.

Northern Neck home-schoolers sing the U.S. Coast Guard anthem, Semper Paratus.

Retired Marine Staff Sgt. 
James Hodsden put on his 
dress blues to celebrate 
the Marine Corps’ birthday 
traditions and attend the 
“Freedom is Not Free” 
program.

Community salute
he Northumberland Public Library and the Marine 
Corps League of the Northern Neck on November 

the Marine Corps by sponsoring a musical program on 
the old courthouse lawn in Heathsville.

patriotic performances by soloists, Northumberland 
county scouts, home-school families, and the Macedonia 
Baptist Men’s Chorus.

Ethan Collins and Joseph 
Scripture were announced 
the winners of the “Freedom 
is Not Free” poster contest.

Photos by Renss Greene

KILMARNOCK—School 
board members made no com-
ments Monday on an indepen-
dent appraisal they received on 
the Lancaster County Public 
Library facility at 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Coastline Appraisal estimated 
the 9,500-square-foot structure 
and 1.5-acre parcel at $735,000, 
based on the condition of the 
building and recent sales on 
Main Street, including Kilmar-
nock Town Hall, bought in 2013 
for $729,000.

The appraisal was far below 
the county’s real estate assess-
ment value of $1,016,900. How-
ever, according to library direc-
tor Lindsy Gardner, the appraisal 
fit in with an appraisal the library 
recently commissioned. 

The facility’s proximity to 
Lancaster Middle School had 
board members considering the 
building for a number of pos-
sible uses, including an alterna-
tive school or technology center. 
It also has been considered as a 
possibility for the central office.

The library plans to move to 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

Also appraised for consider-
ation was the adjoining prop-
erty at 201 School Street, which 
was used as a storage building 
by the library and rented from 
the county for $1 a year. The 
720-square-foot structure on 
0.25-acres was built in 1960 and 
appraised for $95,000.  

In other business, the school 
board delayed a decision on 
moving to block scheduling at 
the high school pending a better 
assessment of costs and fit-
ting those costs into next year’s 
school budget.

KILMARNOCK—Adams 
Post 86 of The American Legion 
held a Veterans Coffee November 
8 at the Post Home, 882 Waverly 
Avenue, Kilmarnock.

Cub Scout Pack 242 under 
the supervision of Troop Leader 
Jesse Davis provided an honor 
guard and led the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the flag, reported post 
adjutant Mike Osteen. The Veter-
ans Coffee chairman was Agnes 
L. Lee, who served in the Army 
Nurse Corps in Europe during 
World War II.

Lee is an active member of 
Post 86 and supporter of its pro-
grams, said Osteen. She was 
named Legionnaire of the Year 
for 2013-14.

Post 86 holds a Veterans Coffee 
each year on the Saturday imme-
diately preceding Veterans Day in 
honor of all men and women who 
have served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces, said Osteen. The event is 
open to all area veterans and their 
spouses or guests and includes 
a social time, an opportunity to 
obtain information about veter-
ans benefits or assistance with 
Veterans Administration claims, 
and a program of honor and 
remembrance.

The special guest of honor 
this year was Betty Wiiken who 
served as a Coast Guard coding 
officer at Coast Guard headquar-
ters in Washington during World 
War II, said Osteen.

Following the war, she contin-
ued to serve her country by work-
ing with the Red Cross and the 
USO supporting troops stationed 
in Europe and Asia, he said. 
Wiiken, 97, lives in Irvington. 

Post 86 honors two special veterans

a World War II veteran. Photo by Dixie Osteen

American Legion Department 
of Virginia District 12 Com-
mander Ron Curlings presented 
her an American Legion Meri-
torious Service Certificate and 
the post made her an Honorary 
Life Member of The American 
Legion Adams Post 86.

Members of Post 86 on Octo-
ber 31 distributed free grave flags 
to family members, churches and 
civic groups for placement on 
the graves of deceased veterans 
for Veterans Day, said Osteen. 
In addition, a team of volunteers 
from Post 86 placed American 
flags on the graves of 237 vet-
erans buried at Historic Christ 
Church in Weems.

The American Legion is the 
oldest continuous veterans ser-
vice organization in the country. 

Founded on March 15, 1919, it 
was chartered by the U.S. Con-
gress on September 16, 1919. 
Adams Post 86 in Kilmarnock 
received its temporary charter 
on October 6, 1919, the opening 
day of the first Convention of the 
American Legion Department of 
Virginia.

The Post’s permanent charter 
was issued on March 3, 1921, 
said Osteen.

The four pillars of service of 
The American Legion are taking 
care of veterans, fostering a 
strong national security, mentor-
ing youth, and promoting patrio-
tism and honor. Membership in 
The American Legion is open 
to all veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces who served during times 
of war or conflict.

Richmond Ballet dances On Stage
Dancing to a near-capacity crowd November 8, the Richmond Ballet performed two 
ballets, “Mozartiana” and “Carmina Burana” for a Rappahannock Foundation for the 

artist athletes brought the crowd to its feet at the conclusion of “Carmina.” From left 

River Counties Community Foundation, the program sponsor.

Library 
facility is
appraised
at $735,000

by Audrey Thomasson
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CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

The Gift Gallery
A Treasure Trove of Gifts for all Occasions.

Holiday Open House

Door Prizes, Christmas Wreaths
Personalized Ornaments

Hand Painted Glassware - Dixie Belle Chalk Paint

804-443-0404

Join us for our OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 15th

You are invited to our

16th Annual Boot Sale
    Best Prices of the Season
Saturday, November 15th, 2014
From 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

T-Town Tack
1251 Tappahannock Boulevard

T-Town Tacks Famous Brunswick Stew
Free Samples and Quarts

For sale to take home

Factory Sales Rep
will be on hand to 

assist with the 
perfect fit

 Christmas Open House

Thyme In A Basket

804-443-4626

Please join us for annual

Holiday Open House

10% off Storewide

Crying Shame
Tappahannock, VA    804-443-0070

                            Check for more details on

Open Friday, November 14th 8am to 6pm
Open Saturday, November 15th 9am to 3pm

1269 Tappahannock Blvd.
Tappahannock, VA

804-443-2373

HEATHSVILLE—During 
a special meeting October 30, 
Northumberland County offi-
cials filled a newly-created 
emergency services coordina-
tor position.

Rick McClure, a West-
moreland paramedic and 
former deputy fire chief in 
Henrico County, began work 
this month as the head of the 
new Northumberland County 
Department of Emergency 
Services, established by a res-
olution adopted by the board 
on November 6. 

At the moment, McClure is 
the only member of the depart-
ment. He is working on fold-
ing the existing rescue squads 
and department of emergency 
management into the new 
department, said McClure.

He hopes to reach an agree-
ment with the rescue squads 

“in the next week or so,” he 
said.

His first priority is getting 
the county licensed as an EMS 
agency, he continued.

“Once we do that, we will 
be able to employ people, or 
utilize volunteers, or whatever 

way we want to go,” he said.
Northumberland faces dif-

ficulties common to any area 
with an aging population, or 
any organization which relies 
on volunteers, explained 
McClure.

“I think that there are chal-
lenges like there are all over 
the entire United States with 
people volunteering for any-
thing,” he said. “The question 
becomes, how do you sustain 
that in the long term?”

McClure said he hopes to 
make paramedics more avail-
able in the county and said 
the county will likely move 
towards hiring professional 
EMTs.

“At this point I wouldn’t 
say for sure that that’s going 
to happen, but I would say 
that that’s the most likely sce-
nario,” McClure said. “I have 
no intention whatsoever of 
squeezing volunteers out.”

Northumberland establishes
emergency services department

Rick McClure

by Renss Greene

IRVINGTON—A conditional use permit application is set for 
public hearing by the Irvington Town Council tonight, November 13. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington.

Albert Carter seeks the permit to install a swimming pool at 157 
Chases Cove Lane.

Among other agenda items, council will discuss boathouses on 
Carters Creek and upcoming Christmas activities.

Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce executive director 
Anne Papparella will give a presentation on the Taste by the Bay event 
slated in Irvington on November 22.

LANCASTER—The planning commission will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight, November 13, at the County Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. The meeting date was changed due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday schedule.

Agenda items include discussions of the new Capital Improvement 
Budget, commission activities in 2014, a preview of 2015 and forms 
for commission member disclosure of real estate holdings, a new state 
requirement.

LANCASTER—Supervisors moved up their monthly meeting due 
to the Thanksgiving holiday. The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, November 20, at the County Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Public hearings are slated on requests from:

to place a manufactured home on a 0.405-acre residential parcel at 
20521 Mary Ball Road, White Stone.

0.489-acre residential parcel at 20296 Mary Ball Road, White Stone.
Supervisors will hold second hearings on the county’s capital 

improvement budget for fiscal years 2015-19 and a proposed amend-
ment and appropriation to the FY 2014-15 county budget on $7.2 mil-
lion of revenue bond proceeds for capital projects.

HEATHSVILLE—Con-
vening November 6, the Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors approved an annual dance 
permit.

Stacy Landon of The Hide-
Away Restaurant & Lounge in 
Heathsville, formerly Water-
men’s Restaurant, told the board 
that “we’re not a previous estab-
lishment.” Landon said the res-
taurant has hired Brother Secu-
rity from Essex to provide secu-
rity at events and plans to admit 
only people aged 30 and older.

The board approved the appli-
cation unanimously, 5-0.

In other business:

Transportation Northern Neck 
Residency administrator David 
Brown reported that VDOT 
has completed a speed study 
in Reedville after residents 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Board of supervisors approves dance permit

Stacy Landon petitions the 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors for an annual 
dance permit.

by Renss Greene

complained to the board about 
speeding there. He said VDOT 
has marked locations for addi-
tional signs and will install them 
when available.

Patrick McKinney, who recently 
earned the rank of Eagle Scout.

-
ignation of Robert G. Christo-
pher from the board of zoning 
appeals. “I am pleased to have 
been able to give of my time to 
help my county, but now I must 
resign,” Christopher said in a 
brief letter.

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

LYNCHBURG—After an absence of a 
few years I am revisiting this city on the 

upper James River, and enjoying pursuing 
my consuming interest in American archi-
tecture. Over the last 30 years I have come 
here four times to see the on-going work of 
restoring Thomas Jefferson’s second home, 
Poplar Forest, located in Bedford County on 
the edge of Lynchburg.

Jefferson inherited the land here from his 
wife’s family, and set out to build a home 
where he could come to escape from the 
bustle of visitors to Monticello. He designed 
an octagonal structure intended for a private 
individual, but with sufficient rooms for 
family members to stay as well. 

The house revolves around a central cubi-
cal dining room that is 20’ in all directions, 
illuminated by a skylight. The house is totally 
geometric in layout, and the proportions are 
precise. The construction is brick, which is 
the only original fabric left from Jefferson’s 
time, as an 1845 fire destroyed the entire 
interior. From the fire until 1983 the house 
passed through a variety of owners and inau-
thentic rebuilding projects. In addition, the 
land holdings were diminished. 

A foundation formed to save the building, 
and begin the arduous process of returning 
the house to the building Jefferson knew. 
My first visit was in the early period of the 

restoration, where one basically got only 
a glimpse into the potential of saving this 
vitally significant legacy from the principal 
American proponent of classical architec-
ture, who also happened to have written the 
Declaration of Independence and served as 
the third President of the United States.

I have come approximately every six 
years, and each time the combined fruits of 
archeological and architectural research are 
monumentally impressive. The oak floors 
are in place, and the office/kitchen wing is 

finished. The roof is back to his design with 
a Chinese Chippendale rail at the apex and 
a neo-classical balustrade around the edges. 
The magnificent north portico with its Tuscan 
columns composed of stucco applied to brick 
presents the stage for entry to a truly magnif-
icent interior, and its lines are complemented 
by the south portico.

The foundation has acquired a neighbor-
ing golf course and additional land to pro-
tect the site from further encroachment from 
urban sprawl. Monticello and The University 
of Virginia jointly share billing on the World 
Heritage List, and plans are afoot to have 
Popular Forest and the Virginia State Capitol 
building, which Jefferson designed to repli-
cate the Maison Carre in Nimes, France, a 
survivor of ancient Roman times, join them 
on the List.

Poplar Forest is arguably the most accurate 
and detailed restoration of any historic build-
ing in Virginia, if not in America. It deserves 
far greater attention than it presently receives 
– I was one of only three on our guided tour. 
Once perhaps the most threatened historic 
site in the Commonwealth, it now glows 
in its rejuvenated appearance, the one that 
Thomas Jefferson knew well.

Lynchburg offers another great historic site 
in Point of Honor, a brick mansion overlook-
ing the James and the downtown section of 

the city. The house is one of the greatest Fed-
eral buildings in Virginia, and was the home 
of Patrick Henry’s doctor and close friend, 
William Cabell. As with Poplar Forest this 
house went through a state of decline, but for 
the past generation it has been restored and 
presented to the public as a living presence 
of early American architecture. 

The rooms are spacious, well-furnished 
with period antiques. No cordons keep the 
public away from the settings, giving the vis-
itor the concept of being a guest in the Cabell 
home. As with Popular Forest, the house 
does not have the popular support it merits, 
and on my tour I was the only person present.

Point of Honor has passed through many 
distinguished Virginia families, includ-
ing that of Nancy, Lady Astor, the second 
woman elected to the British Parliament, 
after the Irish patriot, the Countess Markie-
wicz, who refused to take her seat in 1918, 
thereby making Lady Astor the first woman 
to sit in Parliament in 1919. 

Lynchburg is a fascinating city to experi-
ence. Its downtown revival has brought back 
to new light some worthy buildings, many of 
which today are purveyors of tasty cuisine, 
and it abounds in nice places to stroll spotted 
with fine scenery at every turn. For me the 
city’s abiding fame always will rest on Poplar 
Forest and Point of Honor.

It deserves far greater atten-
tion than it presently receives 
– I was one of only three on 
our guided tour. Once per-
haps the most threatened 
historic site in the Common-
wealth, it now glows in its 
rejuvenated appearance, the 
one that Thomas Jefferson 
knew well.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Radiant sunset over Reedville

Photo by Sarah Bowis

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Thanksgiving is a time to count one’s blessings, and a good 
time to give thanks for friends, neighbors or special groups 
who have made a difference in one’s life.

In this spirit, the Rappahannock Record will print, at no 
charge, “thank-you” letters from Lancaster and Northumber-
land residents and visitors in its Thanksgiving issue November 
26.

The letters should be brief (150 words or less) and to the 
point, and include the letter writer’s name, community of resi-
dence and phone number. The phone number will not be pub-
lished. 

If the Record receives more letters than it can publish, a sam-
pling of the letters will be printed and others will be available 
online at RRecord.com.

Email “thanks giving” letters to editor@rapprecord.com, fax 
them to 435-2632, or drop them off at the Record office at 27 
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.

The deadline for submitting letters is noon Friday, November 
21.

Because Thanksgiving falls on a Thursday, the Record will 
appear on Wednesday, November 26, and deadlines will be on 
Monday, November 24. The deadline for display ads is 10 a.m. 
and the deadline for classified ads and news is noon.

The Record office will be closed Thursday and Friday, 
November 27 and 28, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Record welcomes ‘thanks giving’
letters for Thanksgiving issue

YOUR LETTERS

Before the elections last 
week the president said “make 
no mistake this election is 
about my policies.”

In Maryland, when the presi-
dent spoke people walked out. 
Before the election he said 
the Democratic ground game 
would prove that Democrats 
support him and his policies.

Following the election, he 
said he heard that 2/3 of the 
voters didn’t vote. Did he 
really say that? 

Let’s examine that statement. 
Before the election he said the 
election was about his poli-
cies and the Democratic party 
ground game would get out the 
vote to show support for him. 
Why didn’t they come out and 
vote? Do they not support him? 
Wouldn’t it be reality to under-
stand that his blatant attempt to 
use race had failed? Wouldn’t it 
be reality to understand that his 
attempt to say the Republicans 
have a war on women failed? 
Blaming everyone but yourself 
and your policies is not reality.

The president attempted to 
divide us based on his beliefs 
and perceptions of the Ameri-
can public.  

The message he should have 
heard from this election is the 
great majority of Americans are 
not the racist and women hating 
people he portrays them to be. 
The election proved Americans 
do not accept unilateral action 
by a president who believes the 
peoples’ elected Congress is to 
be bypassed. Now he threatens 
unilateral immigration action. 
He just doesn’t get it.

I hope the Republicans take 
all of the bills passed by the 
House in this session—sitting 
on Harry Reid’s desk—re-vote 
them in the new Congress and 
send them to the Senate for an 
up or down vote. The real party 
of no will become evident. Let 
the president veto them and in 
two years the Republicans will 
have further gains. 

Al Hall,
Reedville 

Election shows 
President lacks
majority support

In case any readers still 
doubt climate change is a seri-
ous threat, they should read 
the Department of Defense’s 
recent paper on this subject.

As a retired Army officer 
who served at the Pentagon 
with J-5 of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff,  I find the DOD 
“FY 2014 Climate Change 
Adaption Roadmap” espe-
cially well done. In the fore-
ward, Secretary Chuck Hagel 
tells us that “Rising global 
temperatures, changing pre-
cipitation patterns, climbing 
sea levels and more extreme 
weather events will inten-
sify the chances of global 
instability, hunger, poverty 
and conflict. They will lead 
to food and water shortages, 
pandemic disease, disputes 
over refuges and resources, 
and destruction by natural 
disasters in regions across the 
globe.” 

He goes on to say that “We  
are already beginning to see 
some of these impacts.”

The DOD Roadmap is used 
to prepare for these impacts 
on DOD’s military person-
nel, installations and opera-
tions throughout the U.S. and 
around the world. Unless all 
of the countries of the world 
take corrective action, we 
can expect the same threats 
to impact all of us, our fami-
lies, and future generations. 
The U. S. must step up to the 
plate. (See http://www.asq.
osd.mil/ie/download/CCA-
RZprint.pdf)

   The DOD Roadmap does 
not address climate change 
causes and remedies. Among 
the  numerous studies and arti-
cles that get into causes and 
remedies, one of the best and 
most comprehensive study 
was conducted recently by 
the reputable research firm 
Regional Economic Models 
(REMI). (See http://citizen-
sclimatelobby.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2014/06/REMI-
National-SUMMARY.pdf)

The recommendations in 
this ground-breaking report, 
if enacted, would substan-

Stay informed
on climate change

Recently, a familiar letter-
writer described his reunion 
about seven years ago with 
his students from two mili-
tary classes that he taught in 
1966 and 1967. He admitted 
to having called his students 
“beanheads” during training. 
“Beanhead.” Cute. A term of 
affection, no doubt.

The writer went on at 
length to take credit for his 
students’ later successes in 
their professional lives. As I 
read this portion of his letter, 
I could hear the winds of 
immodesty blowing at gale 
force.

But the real purpose of the 
writer’s letter, I believe, was 
not embarrassing self-con-
gratulation. Rather, it was to 
gin up sentimental support 
for Veterans Day on Novem-
ber 11. As he said, “All Vet-
erans Days are special....”

The war for which the 
writer was training his men 
was the Vietnam War. That 
war was completely unjus-
tif ied and resulted in the 
deaths of many hundreds of 
thousands of people and the 
destruction of a gazillion 
dollars of property. It was 
an unmitigated, all-around 
disaster and its terrible 
effects are with us today. 
And, by the way, we lost that 
war.

We also lost the Korean 
War. As for World War I and 
World War II, those were 
Pyrrhic victories at best. We 
and the world are still paying 
for all these wars.

We should not wax senti-
mental about having prepared 
men to fight the disastrous 
Vietnam War. Nor should we 
extend our sentimentality to 
celebrate other unjustified, 
unnecessary wars started by 
politicians whose motives 
have always been dishonestly 
presented to, and/or hidden 
from, the public.

I suggest we dispense with 
Veterans Day and Memo-
rial Day. In their place, we 
should have a “Despise The 
Politicians Who Lead Us 
Into Unjustified, Unneces-
sary Wars Day.” An awkward 
title, to be sure, but the idea 
is right on the mark.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Honor veterans,
not the politicians

With respect to the malaise 
and rancor in our country cur-
rently, I think about several 
opinion pieces I have encoun-
tered advocating for less striv-
ing and more acceptance, and 
they suggest that our happi-
ness and mental health would 
improve if the striving-ver-
sus-acceptance question were 
resolved by embracing more 
acceptance and less striving.

Several of these people who 
express this point of view sug-
gest yoga as a calming influ-
ence. I do not think of the 
Northern Neck as having a 
yoga deficit.

When I think of “strivers,” I 
think of our Founding Fathers, 
who strove for independence. 
I think of Orville and Wilbur 

Strive or accept?

Wright, who strove to build a 
heavier-than-air machine capa-
ble of powered flight. I, for one, 
admire the strivers, who gave 
us our freedom and struggle 
to keep it. I admire those who 
gave us the integrated chip, the 
internal combustion engine, 
digital discs, flat panel televi-
sions, Dolby sound, life-saving 
surgical procedures, and cures 
for a list of diseases and surgi-
cal procedures too lengthy to 
mention. Might I also mention 
beach music, 3.2 beer, and the 
five-string bass?

I welcome thoughts and 
responses to what I view as a 
question of ever-increasing 
importance. Strive or accept?

Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

tially cut CO2 omissions and 
add jobs to the American 
economy.

I invite readers to sign up for 
the Citizen’s Climate Lobby 
(CCL) mailing list at www.
citizensclimatelobby.org. 

Keep in mind, politics or 
ideology must not get in the 
way of sound reasoning. Learn 
the facts and judge based on 
merit.

 Mike Harwood, 
Wicomico Church, member, 

Northern Neck Group, 
Citizen’s Climate Lobby

The Lancaster County Branch of NAACP will meet Tuesday, 
November 18, at the Bank of Lancaster northside, 432 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The main agenda item will be voting for branch officers for 
2015-16, said Lloyd N. Hill. The polls will open at 4 p.m. and 
close at 8 p.m.

Members are reminded that their saving jars are to be turned in 
at the December meeting.

Lancaster NAACP to meet

The 36th annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade will 
be rolling along Main Street in 
just 30 days.

Do you have your flag yet?
The theme for 2014 is “Star 

Spangled Christmas.”
According to Lancaster by 

the Bay Chamber of Commerce 
executive director Anne Papa-
rella, “This year’s theme honors 
our community, our country 
and all those who serve or have 
served in the military and emer-
gency services. The holidays are 
always a good time to wave the 
flag.”

I don’t know how the sponsors 
came up with the theme, but it 
does reflect the 200th anniversary 
of the “Star-Spangled Banner.” 
The lyrics of our national anthem 
come from a poem, Defense of 
Ft. M’Henry,” written in 1814 by 
Francis Scott Key.

As the story goes, he was 
inspired from witnessing the 
bombardment of Fort McHenry 
by British ships of the Royal 
Navy just up the Chesapeake 
Bay during the Battle of Fort 
McHenry in the War of 1812.

Set to the popular British tune 
of “The Anacreontic Song,” cre-
ated by John Stafford Smith, the 
poem was renamed as we know 
it and eventually became our 
national anthem by congressio-
nal resolution in 1931.

If you’re stumped for float 
ideas, think Independence Day 
colliding with Christmas.

Consider these images:

-
man.

Christmas tree.

blue-nosed reindeer.
-

itzer.

13 United States ... 13 stripes, 
alternate red and white; ... that 
the union be 13 stars, white in 
a blue field, representing a new 
constellation.”

Keep it lit. To convey that real 
Christmas spirit—the true mean-
ing of Christmas—illuminate 
everything in red, white and blue.

Hold that thought.
Save the float. Don’t break 

anything down. 
Come next summer you can 

enter it in the Irvington Home-
town Fourth of July Parade as we 
celebrate the Birth of Christ.

The holidays are always a 
good time to wave Jesus.

“...and those caissons go roll-
ing along.”
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Overeaters Anonymous may be the answer for you. 
It’s not a diet club, but a fellowship of people 

recovering from compulsive overeating.

OA offers mutual support. The only requirement 
for membership is a desire to stop eating 

compulsively. There are no dues, 
fees or weigh-ins.

!

804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River

Come by land or sea, A Northern Neck tradition

 ONLY TWO WEEKENDS 
LEFT BEFORE WE CLOSE 

FOR THE SEASON 
NOVEMBER 23

Reopening Spring 2015
Fall Hours

Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm
Sunday 5pm - 9pm

JewelryArtisanal Works

Fine Art Photography

Stained Glass
Pottery GiftsScarves

Wood Work
Fun

 Featuring Over 70 NNK Artists

804-577-413872 N. Main St. Kilmarnock
www.theArtistsShelf.com

NNK
Arti st s’ Sh el fThe

Do you remember?
The picture post card (above) 
dated September 1908 shows the 
Point Francis Hotel on Francis 
Point near White Stone. The post 
card was submitted by Seldon 
Richardson. The photo (right) 
shows a recent view of the old 
hotel, said Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
The remaining structure was 
burned on Sunday. “Do you 
remember?” is a community 
service of the museum. 

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 18, at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Club, 3989 
Whitechapel Road, Lively. The 
speaker will be Steven Brodie 
Tucker, a young conservative 
of King George County. 

Tucker, 34, is a shade older 
than the younger millenni-
ums and has a well-grounded 
viewpoint of political reality, 
according to vice president Lyn 
Neira. He was one of many who 
assisted the ground-swell elec-
tion of Dave Brat to replace the 
former House Minority Leader 
Eric Cantor. 

Tucker is a graduate of Vir-
ginia Polytechnic and State 
University with a degree in 

Tea Party will host Tucker

Steven Brodie Tucker

philosophy. He also studied 
economics and political sci-
ence at George Mason Uni-
versity. Tucker is a frequent 
contributor to Virginia Right, a 
conservative news and opinion 

blog, said Neira. He has writ-
ten 60 articles dealing with a 
variety of public policy issues 
such as limited government, 
property rights, the influence 
of the Tea Party in politics and 
other topics with a crisp, hard-
hitting, philosophical style. 

Tucker discusses topics such 
as grassroots strategy in deal-
ing directly with elected repre-
sentatives, how to limit govern-
ment with the help of govern-
ment, the Libertarian contribu-
tion to the GOP, and the rise of 
the Tea Party constituency, she 
said. He may answer the ques-
tion “Can we save the Repub-
lic?” and explain why Article V 
of the U. S. Constitution should 
be put into action. 

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in 
the December 18 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 10. If letters are written 
as a class project, teachers 
are urged to submit them by 
Friday, December 5.

Letters should be written 
with a dark pencil or ink and 
include the child’s name, age 
and hometown. Parents, teach-
ers and others are asked to 
make certain the letters are leg-
ible. Please include the teach-
er’s first and last names with 
class submissions.

Email letters to mail@rap-
precord.com, send to Rappah-
annock Record, P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax to 
435-2632, or deliver them to 
the Record office at 27 North 
Main Street. There is a delivery 
slot in the front door for after-
hours submissions.

The December 18 issue also 
will include holiday greet-
ings from area merchants 
and others. The deadline for 
these advertising messages is 
December 10.

Santa letters
are due by
December 10

RRecord.com
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River Counties Community 
Foundation (RCCF) celebrates 
National Philanthropy Day by 
distributing the RCCF “2014 
Report to the Community.”  

Every year, since 1986 when 
President Ronald Reagan first 
proclaimed November 15 as 
National Philanthropy Day, 
communities across the globe 
recognize donors, volunteers, 
foundations, leaders, corpora-
tions and others engaged in 
philanthropy, reported regional 
grants management associate 
Leslie A. Franklin.  

RCCF also celebrates Com-
munity Foundation Week 
November 12 through 18 to 
increase public interest and 
awareness of the importance 
of philanthropy and the role 
of community foundations in 
society, said Franklin.

“Local nonprofits have a 
huge impact on the quality of 
life in our communities,” said 
Chesapeake Financial Shares 
Inc. chairman and chief execu-
tive officer Jeff Szyperski. 

“I applaud River Counties 
Community Foundation as 
they develop new strategies 
to maximize their impact,” 
said Szyperski. “The Amazing 
Raise, a 36-hour online giving 
event held in September, gener-
ated over $73,000 for 55 local 
nonprofits. Together.Stronger., 
the recently announced fund-
raising initiative, will engage 
new RCCF supporters in the 
three counties and enhance 
the capacity of RCCF to assist 
nonprofits in fulfilling their 
important missions.”

The 2014 RCCF report is 
available  at www.RiverCoun-
tiesCF.org, or by calling affili-
ate director Margaret Nost, or 
Franklin at 438-9414.   

Community Foundation releases
‘2014 Report to the Community’

River Counties Community Foundation has distributed 
nearly $5,000,000 in the past eight years to local 
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 Thank you to the people who 
have supported us over the past year. 
You have made it possible for us to help 
those in need in our community.

 Our wish for you is a Blessed 
Thanksgiving & Christmas Season and 
a Prosperous New Year!

Bethel Emmanuel United Methodist Men
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A rare opportunity to enjoy a private dining experience in 
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY BUFFET DINNER 
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Yuletide Fireside Dinner 
in the Tides Inn View Room

Historyland Community Workshop

Benefit Gift Sale
Nov. 22 - 8:30 am-12:30 pm

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
OF THE NORTHERN NECK

Proceeds Benefit Education & Scholarship

H
C
W

17
You Guessed It!

It is the YMCA’s  17th Annual
Festival of The Trees

Join us for a festive holiday party, locally prepared foods

Guardian program.
Friday, December 5th

Fun for the family all weekend December 6th & 7th

First Course - Choice of One

Butternut Squash Soup 
Served with whipped cream & pecans

Crab Bisque 
With Sherry

Spinach Salad
 Pears, Candied Pecans, Gorgonzola Cheese, 

Tomatoes, Red Onions with Honey Balsamic Dressing

Second Course - Choice of One

Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner

Cranberry Sauce, Whipped Potatoes and Haricot Vert

Veal Osso Buco
Veal Shank braised with Tomatoes and Apples

Served with Wild Rice and Haricot Vert

Butter Seared Scallops
Served over Sweet Potato Mash and Bacon
Brussel Sprouts with Apple Cider Gastrique

Third Course - Choice of One
 

Pecan Pie  Sweet Potato Pie 
Bourbon Bread Pudding

250 Virginia St  Urbanna, Va.

Three CourseThree Course

Thursday, November 27, 2014
From 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Call for reservations
804-758-5555

$34.95 per person

esersTThree CoouurseThree CoThrhreree Couurourouururseseseerse

After Will Sigler crossed the 
finish line at the 39th annual 
Marine Corps Marathon on 
October 26, he went back up the 
course looking for his sister and 
teammate, Deb Sigler Deans.

At first, he waited at the finish 
line. As time passed, he became 
concerned and started retracing 
the course. When she finally 
came into view, limping down 
the road, Sigler got back onto the 
course and joined her for the last 
mile and together they crossed 
the finish line.

After a grueling 26.2-mile 
run, a runner’s energy is drained, 
leg muscles are burning and the 
feet are in intense pain. It takes 
a Marine spirit to go back and 
help another.  

“My right knee was hurting so 
bad,” said Deans. “Will put his 
arm around me and we crossed 
the finish line together, our arms 
around each other.”

It was their dad’s spirit that 
drove the siblings to enter the 
race and pushed them over the 
finish line—a spirit the retired 
Marine passed on to his chil-
dren. Sigler and Deans are the 
children of the late U.S. Marine 
Corps Major and Baptist minis-
ter Bill Sigler. 

The race was an opportunity 
for them to honor their country 
and their father, said Sigler.

“Father would be proud of us. 
He would say, ‘Job well done.’ I 
had hoped to run the race earlier 
when my dad was still living. 
He was really into being fit. He 
ran it about 20 years ago,” said 
Sigler, 43. While he’s completed 
three half marathons, running 
the Marine Corps Marathon was 
on his “bucket list.”

But the elder Sigler’s diag-
nosis and five-year battle with 
cancer put everything on hold.

“I’m so proud of my kids,” 
said their mother, the Rev. Mary 
Dell Sigler. “They really did 
love their dad and gave up five 
years of their lives to help with 
his care and hospital and doctor 
visits here, in Baltimore at Johns 
Hopkins and in Boston at Dana 
Farber (Cancer Institute).” 

Siblings run marathon in memory of
their father, the late Rev. Bill Sigler

Marine Corps days.

Deb Deans is supported by her brother, Will Sigler, in the 

Corps Marathon.

by Audrey Thomasson

When the disease took his 
father’s life, the younger Sigler 
put his plan into action. Since the 
race would fall close to the first 
anniversary of his dad’s passing, 
it became a way to remember 
and honor him.

Sigler mentioned the idea to 
his sister and she jumped on 
board. The siblings worked out 
a training schedule. For over 
three months, Sigler, a medic/
firefighter, trained at home in 
Winchester while Deans, 44, a 
veterinarian, trained at her home 
in Olney, Md. It would be her 
first marathon.

During training, Deans suf-
fered two injuries—a torn calf 
muscle and a sprained ankle just 
weeks before the big race. Nev-
ertheless, she pushed through, 
driven by the idea they would be 
running the exact same course 
their father had run. 
People’s marathon

The third largest marathon in 
the U.S., the Marine Corps Mar-
athon starts in Arlington, snakes 
through metropolitan Washing-
ton and finishes back in Arling-
ton. Some 30,000 runners are 
selected by lottery to compete. 
Only 19,000 would finish.

“You hope your name gets 
pulled,” Sigler said. “We were 
lucky we were both selected. 
It’s called the people’s marathon 
because there’s a lot of people 
cheering you on. The Marines 

are there, too, cheering for you. 
It boosts your spirits.”

“The whole military presence 
was great and pretty emotional 
because we grew up with that,” 
added Deans.

Like many runners, they 
brought their own entourage 
of family supporters, including 
their mother, spouses, in-laws 
and everyone’s children. 

Family members split up to 
catch them at different mile-
posts, hoofing it or taking the 
Metro to the next mile post 
and all meeting up for the big 
finale—four hours, 21 minutes 
later for Sigler, five hours and 41 
minutes later for Deans. 

They wore T-shirts display-
ing their father’s cancer-fighting 
motto, Living well, and adding 
“for you dad” which they found 
the spectators shouting back to 
them as they ran by. Both felt 
bolstered by the support of so 
many people. 

“The spectators were very 
encouraging,” said Deans. “I 
loved reading all the crazy signs 
like ‘Who needs toenails?’”

Between mile 17 and 18, 
Sigler was feeling the pain in 
his legs and feet. “My legs were 
really tired. My feet hurt. My 
quads were hurting.”

But by mile 23, “I had a 
little pep back in my step,” he 
reported. “It was very challeng-
ing.”
Spiritual focus

For Deans, it was more an 
emotional race than a physical 
one. At mile 12, she saw the 
posted pictures of all the fallen 
troops from the past year. “That’s 
when I started crying. Runners 
were stopping to take pictures.”

She listened to her father’s 

favorite Christian music on her 
iPod, until it crashed half-way 
through the course. At mile 18, 
nausea set in and she knew that 
could be trouble. “If you throw 
up you go to the medical tent.” 

The breaking point for Deans 
was mile 20, when the wind was 
pummeling her as she trudged 
across the 14th Street Bridge. 
“My right knee was causing 
excruciating pain. And I still had 
6.2 miles to go.

“I started praying to God and 
talking to my dad. I just knew 
my dad wanted me to finish. My 
whole life he was there—he was 
my biggest supporter, sometimes 
driving all night to see me com-
pete in gymnastics,” she said.

The run became a spiritual 
focus for her, and a way to heal 
from the loss of her father. “The 
symbol for my father has been 
the eagle. It is the symbol for 
God, strength, nature. My father 
loved nature.” 

As she limped along the 
course, a Bible verse came into 
her head: “I  fought the good 
fight and I finished the race and 
remain faithful.” She thought 
about her devotional that morn-
ing: “Come to me when you are 
hurting and I will sooth your 
pain.” 

Dean’s husband run along side 
her for a mile for encouragment, 
but had to drop away because he 
wasn’t entered in the race. 

“I had slowed down because I 
was in so much pain and nause-
ated,” she recalled.

Then her brother appeared 
and put his arm around her for 
support. As the finish line came 
into view, he told her to look up.  

“He said, ‘There’s an eagle 
circling the finish line.’ And I 
knew my father was there seeing 
me through.” 

LANCASTER—A glitch in 
the online version of the school 
calendar will result in an extra 
vacation day Wednesday, 
November 26, for Lancaster 
County Public School students.

On the official school cal-
endar, the day before Thanks-
giving was an early dismissal 
day. However, superintendent 
Steven Parker said the glitch 
occurred when the calendar 
was “migrated to the website” 
and showed up as a full day off 
for students and staff.

“Many of our parents and 
staff made travel plans based 
on this calendar,” Parker told 
the school board Monday 
night. “To alleviate any con-
fusion, November 26 will be 
a holiday for all students and 
staff.”

While Parker apologized for 
the confusion, teachers and 
staff responded with a cheer 
over the decision. No doubt, 
there won’t be any complaints 
from students, either.

Lancaster 
students to 
receive extra
vacation day

by Audrey Thomasson
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