
Amaya Henderson’s dream of college began 
during a freshman field trip to a leadership con-

ference in Washington, D.C., where she learned about 
the benefits of a college education.

The only child of a single mother, Henderson is 
now in her senior year at Lancaster High School. She 
has worked hard to earn all As and Bs and has no 
intention of going down the path 
of unwed motherhood or drifting 
between dead-end jobs after gradu-
ation. 

“I want to make my mom proud,” she says with a 
shy smile. “My mom thinks college is a great idea. 
She’s glad I’m motivated and willing to go.”

Friends who didn’t attend college after graduation 
may have influenced her determination.

“They complained they wanted to leave here after 
high school. But they’re still here.”

Henderson is targeting James Madison University 
to fulfill her dream of helping people by becoming a 
psychologist, or a lawyer.

“I want to help victims get justice,” she added.
Financing such lofty plans will require applying for 

scholarships and working her way through college, 
she said. Even as a senior, Henderson juggles a busy 
schedule that includes assisting after school at the 
Boys and Girls Club of the Northern Neck and dual 
enrollment at the Northern Neck Technical Center in 
Warsaw.

“My personal goals may seem big...but they mean 
a lot to me. Accomplishing these goals means doing 
everything in my will to succeed,” she wrote in her 

application essay for college.
Henderson will be the first in her family to attend 

college.
“Amaya is disciplined and has a mature focus,” 

said career coach Karen Hutchens, who has been 
advising her since ninth grade.
Career coach  

While other high schools eliminated career coach 
positions during budget cuts, Hutchens part-time job 
is funded by the Verlander Foundation through Rap-
pahannock Community College. 

Hutchens has been guiding LHS students toward 

the best path for their career choice for eight years. 
She helps students define their career aspirations in 
order to make informed decisions about educational 
choices, including apprenticeships and workforce 
training. The goal is to increase the number of high 
school graduates prepared for employment, postsec-
ondary education and enrollment in formal career 
pathways.

“I focus on seniors but I go into all the classrooms, 
beginning with freshmen. I cast a 
big net to get to know them. By the 
time they’re seniors, I know them 
real well,” Hutchens said.

Hutchens has a 95% success rate in motivating 
seniors to get prepared. 

“They write a resume...and collect two letters of 
recommendation they can use for college or a job 
opportunity. Also they must write a personal state-
ment, which may be used as an essay for their col-
lege application. I stress the need for organization and 
maintaining it.”

Hutchens engages parents early in the process, 
catching them at August class registration and intro-
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KILMARNOCK—Voter registrars 
in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties remind voters photo identi-
fication is required to cast a ballot on 
Tuesday, November 4.

Polls will open at 6 a.m. and close 
at 7 p.m. The same two races will 
appear on the ballot in Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties.

In the race for U.S. Senate are 
Republican Ed W. Gillespie of Rich-
mond, incumbent Democrat Mark R. 
Warner of Alexandria and Libertarian 
Robert C. Sarvis of Annandale.

In the race for First District U.S. 
House of Representatives are Republi-
can incumbent Robert J. “Robb” Witt-
man of Montross, Democrat Norman 
G. “Norm” Mosher of Irvington and 
Independent Green Party candidate 
Glenda Gail Parker of Alexandria.

Lancaster voter registrar Susan P. 
Jett said absentee voting has been 
steady. Absentee voting in person will 
continue through Saturday for those 
unable to vote at their regular polling 
place on Election day.

The Lancaster County Voter Regis-
tration Office is in the County Admin-
istration Building, Lower Level, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. Hours 
on Saturday are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
phone number is 462-5277 and the 
email address is sjett@lancova.com.

The Northumberland County 
Voter Registration Office, in the Old 
Courthouse, 72 Monument Place 
Heathsville, also will be open for 
absentee voting from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Saturday, said Northumber-
land voter registrar Kathy Goddard. 
The phone number is 580-4655 and 
the email address is kgoddard@
co.northumberland.va.us.
Photo ID

Voters in Virginia are now required 
to present photo identification to par-
ticipate in elections.

The following forms of identifica-
tion will be accepted:

card.

-
tion card.

identification card.
-

dent photo identification card from 
an institution of higher education in 
Virginia.

Those who don’t have an accept-
able form of identification are urged 
to contact or visit their voter registra-
tion office for a free ID. 

On Election Day, a voter who 
doesn’t bring an acceptable photo 
ID will be given a provisional ballot. 
After completing the provisional 
ballot, the individual voting will be 
given written instructions on how to 
submit a copy of identification by 
noon on Friday, November 7, so that 
his/her vote can be counted.
Polling places

Jett and Goddard indicated poll-
ing places remain unchanged in their 
respective counties.

Lancaster polling places are District 
1, Upper Lancaster Ruritan Center, 
3989 White Chapel Road, Lancaster; 
District 2, Trinity Episcopal Church, 

Election
Tuesday;
photo ID
required

by Robert Mason Jr.

Oysters and More
The Bank of Lancaster and 

The Dog & Oyster Vineyard on 
October 23 hosted Oysters and 

More, an After Hours social 
event for the Lancaster by the 

Bay Chamber of Commerce. 
The event at the bank’s main 

some 100 Chamber members, 
business owners and employees. 

Virginia Tourism Corporation 
partnership marketing education 

director  Bobbie Walker (left) 
promotes the Commonwealth’s 

new Oyster Trail. She said the 
tenacity and drive of business 

owners and movers and shakers 
in Lancaster County convinced 

the governor to support the new 
trail and declare Virginia the 

Oyster Capital of the East Coast. 
See related coverage on page C7. 

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Raising sails and funds
Veteran William Thomas waves from the back of Ruth Bush’s Changing Channels during the Race for Independence sailboat regatta October 

dedicated to helping wounded veterans. More coverage appears on page C1. Photo by Renss Greene

Career coach guides students on future paths
by Audrey Thomasson

Learning today, leading tomorrow: Part 2

ELECTION, continued on page A2

LEARNING TODAY, continued on page A2
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Reverse Mortgage Originator
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Ask your LOCAL 
reverse mortgage expert

David Farley
for more details. NMLS#522448

Up to date and accurate information

8484 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster; District 3/precinct 
301, White Stone firehouse, 
578 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone; District 3/precinct 302, 
Grace Episcopal Church, 303 
South Main Street, Kilmar-
nock; District 4, Kilmarnock 
rescue squad building, 61 
Harris Road, Kilmarnock; and 
District 5, Irvington Baptist 

Church, 53 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington.

Northumberland polling 
places are District 1, Callao 
firehouse, 314 Northumber-
land Highway, Callao; Dis-
trict 2, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, 6807 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville; District 
3/precinct A, Northumberland 
County Public Library, 7204 

Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville; District 3/precinct 
B, Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 
6749 Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway, Wicomico Church; 
District 4, Wicomico Parish 
Church, 5191 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Wicom-
ico Church; and District 5: 
Fairfields firehouse, 119 Main 
Street, Reedville.

works with senior Amaya 
Henderson in preparation 
for College Application 
Week, November 17 
through 21. All seniors are 
urged to apply to at least 
one college that week, 
when colleges will waive 
application fees ranging 
from $60 to $100.

ducing them to the Dual Enrollment program which gives students 
a jump start on college. 
Dual Enrollment

LHS’s Dual Enrollment program is a great way to earn college 
credits during high school at no cost to students. 

Juniors and seniors who qualify through a placement test are eli-
gible to earn dual credits that count toward a high school diploma 
and a degree from a Virginia public college.

According to LHS head coun-
selor Barbara Smith, the school 
offers six dual courses covering 
math, history, government, sci-
ence and English that are taught 
by LHS teachers qualified to 
teach college courses. A variety 
of additional classes are avail-
able online through Virtual Vir-
ginia, or at RCC.

Henderson is dual enrolled 
at the Northern Neck Technical 
Center where she is working on 
an assistant nursing certification. 

This year, students are dual 
enrolled online in advance 
placement courses in psychol-
ogy, computer science, Euro-
pean history, human geography, 
micro- and macro-economics, as 
well as courses in Latin 1, 2 and 
3, Chinese 1 and 2, engineering, 
economics and creative writing.

“Over 70 students are taking 
dual enrollment courses this 
year,” Smith reported. “LHS 
pays the tuition for these students 
to take these college classes.” 

Students who earn “15 or 
more transferable college credits, earn an advanced diploma and 
have at least a B average are recognized as Early College Scholars. 
In the 2014 graduation class, we had 38 Early College Scholars.” 

Two 2014 graduates earned enough dual credits to be awarded 
their associate’s from RCC a month before their LHS graduation 
in June. This fall, Ronnie Cutler entered the College of William 
as a junior and Katherine Keyser is a junior at Virginia Common-
wealth University. By jumping ahead two years, their total education 
expenses, including two years of dorm living, will be reduced by 
some $62,100 and $36,500, respectively. 
Vocational careers

For those not interested in careers requiring college, the school 
offers an alternative path—vocational education at the Northern 
Neck Technical Center in Warsaw.  

According to Smith, 37 LHS students are also enrolled at the 
Tech Center, which offers two-year certification programs in auto 
mechanics, auto technology, carpentry, cosmetology, computer sys-
tems, culinary arts, electrical, engineering, horticulture, landscap-
ing, marine services technology and nurses aid.

Participating students are bused to the Warsaw campus for morn-
ing, or afternoon classes.   

Once a year, the school invites area businesses to participate in a 
job fair for students.

2012 graduate Derek Shipman got a job with Hoffman’s Automo-
tive in Reedville right after graduation. Today, he is employed as a 
mechanic at Davis Dodge in Kilmarnock.

“The Tech Center is a great opportunity,” said Hutchens. “It gives 
students a chance to experience it and see if they would like it as a 
career. And it looks good on their resume.”

Some 80 people attended the 
event (right) on the lawn of 

Northumberland County’s Old 
Courthouse in Heathsvlle. The 
monument pays tribute to the 

memories of some 156 Confederate 
soldiers. 

The ceremonies marked the 
completion of a $32,000 restoration 

project coordinated by Chapter 
1406. The work was done by Steve 
Roy and James Robertson of Steve 

Roy Art Restoration.
Chapter president Jo Ann 

Division United Daughters of the 
Confederacy recently presented 
Chapter 1406 its Alice Whitley 

Jones Banner, an award given by the 
Division to the Chapter with the 
best historical project relating to 

the Confederate era.
The restoration committee was 

Susan Hudson and Irene Walker. 
Photos by Audrey Thomasson

Confederate monuments restored and rededicated
The Lancaster County Chapter 1406 of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
on October 25 conducted ceremonies to rededicate the Confederate monuments 
in Heathsville and Lancaster. Some 100 people attended the event (above) in 
the Lancaster Court House Historic District. The monument honors the 111 

with the names of 346 county men who served in the war were added to the 
monument.

Learning today
continued from page A1

Election Tuesday
continued from page A1

Wildest Dreams Boutique

804-453-9453
702 Jessie Dupont Hwy., Burgess, VA 22432

Women’s Fashion Clothing

Shop Local
Christmas Open House

November 3-8
Drawing for a $50 Gift Certificate 

25% off Everything

■ Suicide prevention
The Middle Peninsula-

Northern Neck Community 
Services Board Prevention 
Services Division will hold a 
suicide prevention presenta-
tion and task force meeting 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. November 
6 at Rappahannock Commu-
nity College, Glenns Campus, 
12745 College Drive, Saluda.

To register, call 1-888-773-
8550 or email prevent@mpnn.
state.va.us.

■ Rights workshop
The Northumberland 

Branch NAACP will hold a 
Restoration of Rights meet-
ing from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. November 1 at the Nor-

thumberland County Commu-
nity Center, 679 Brown Store 
Road, Wicomico Church.

Those who need their rights 
restored are urged to attend 
this meeting.

NEWS BREAK
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN 
WAYFARER CRUISE

LEAVING FROM FT. LAUDERDALE
HOLLAND AMERICA’S NOORDAM

CATEGORY & PRICE
 

      *Includes Taxes & Fees 
       

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

The Christmas shopper’s go-to
catalog for the best local

shopping in the Northern Neck
and Middle Peninsula

Over 12,000 copies seen by local shoppers!

Our gift to you:

FREE COLOR IN ALL ADS!
Advertising Deadline: November 7

Publishes: November 20

Call the Rappahannock Record
at (804) 435-1701 or fax 435-2632
or email: mail@rapprecord.com

Call the Southside Sentinel
at (804) 758-2328 or fax 758-5896
or email: wpayne@ssentinel.com

The
Perfect Gift

KEEP BOATS AWAY FROM DAMAGING SUN & SNOW. 
MAKE SURE YOUR INVESTMENT IS PROTECTED 

FROM THE ELEMENTS.

Winterization AND 
Boat Storage SPECIAL!

Buzzard Point Marina, Reedville
Winterization for all boats & inside storage for up to 28-foot. 

25% off winterization WITH winter storage.
Call 804-453-3545, limited inside storage. 

Trailered boats/jet skis welcome.

KILMARNOCK—Rap-
pahannock General Hospital 
officials and Bon Secours 
representatives are “excited” 
about the purchase of the local 
hospital, RGH Foundation and 
Chesapeake Medical Group 
by Bon Secours.

However, they did not 
announce a specific date for 
the transfer of ownership 
during a public hearing Octo-
ber 22 at RGH.

“It’s a wonderful thing for 
the community, and it’s a 
necessity for a small hospital 
to find a good partner,” said 
RGH chief executive officer 
Jim Holmes. Once the pur-
chase has won final approval 

from the Virginia Attorney 
General, Bon Secours will 
own RGH, the foundation and 
CMG. Holmes said Bon Sec-
ours is already invested.

“Over the last few years, 
the changes in Medicare have 
been so adverse to us that had 
it not been for the help from 
a financial standpoint of Bon 
Secours and their investments 
in the hospital, we couldn’t 
have kept our doors open,” 
Holmes said.

“We just knew from a board 
perspective that we couldn’t 
stay the same, we didn’t want 
to close down, so the question 
was, how do we move for-
ward?” said foundation execu-
tive director Jimmie Carter.

The hospital is important 

for the medical health of the 
community and the economy. 
It employs 433 people.

Some people at the public 
hearing had hard questions 
for the RGH and Bon Sec-
ours representatives.

“What we’re talking about 
is the doctor I’ve had for 27 
years is no longer in practice, 
nor is his wife, a nurse prac-
titioner,” said Bill Estell of 
Heathsville, “And it’s made 
a tremendous impact on the 
Heathsville community.”

“When you purchase an 
organization that is work-
ing and is working well, you 
grandfather the people in it,” 
added his wife, Ginny Estell. 
Several others in the crowd 
asked about the clinic in 

FYI
River Market
Homemade Potato
Salad & Coleslaw

White Stone 435-1725

Jim Holmes addresses a packed public hearing.

Hospital officials conduct hearing on pending aquisition
by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—A man pre-
viously found guilty of misde-
meanor assault and sentenced 
to 12 months in jail by a lower 
court, on October 17 had his 
conviction overturned on appeal.

Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
III dismissed the charge against 
Monta Devon Lee.

Lee represented himself in his 
first trial and was represented by 
Richmond attorney Brent Jack-
son on appeal.

In the case against Lee, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham tried to prove 
that Lee was part of a group of 
people who attacked the victim, 
Trevor Carter, at the Fast Mart in 
Lively on June 6.

Both the store employee and 
a customer were witnesses for 
the Commonwealth. The store 
employee said she was unable 
to identify anyone because she 
immediately went to call police, 
while the customer said he only 
saw the altercation from the 
point of Carter running away 
from the others. He broke up the 
attack but testified he didn’t see 
any involvement by Lee. 

Carter testified Lee hit him 
with brass knuckles at the onset 
of the attack and produced pic-
tures of his injuries.

While Cunningham estab-
lished there was a passenger in 
Carter’s car during the attack, 
the individual was not called to 
verify Carter’s story.

Lee was the only witness in 
his own defense.

“I tried to stop the fight...I was 
not involved,” Lee testified. He 

  Lost Peacock
Indira, a peahen (female 

peacock), has been 
missing from the Otto-
man/Mollusk area since 
mid-September.   She is 

quite tame and will 
approach people and 
pets, and is similar in 
size and shape to a 

female turkey.   Please 
call Eric & Erin with any 

information at 
540-577-6552

Heathsville, which is closing 
temporarily.

Bon Secours representatives 
said specific personnel matters 
are confidential. They also said 
the Heathsville clinic is being 
moved to Reedville for three 
months for renovations, and in 
the meantime Heathsville will 
have three nurse practitioners 
but no doctor.

According to CMG vice 
president of operations Mar-
vene Ruit, on February 1 Dr. 
Harry Doyle will join the 
Heathsville practice. Hours 
will be expanded to 5 days 
a week from 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and she said she hopes to 
have the facility open again by 
March 1, 2015.

Bon Secours vice president 
of line strategy Leigh Sewell 
said Bon Secours plans to con-
tinue RGH’s relationship with 
the free health clinic.

Carter assured attendees that 
monies raised locally and from 
the RGH Foundation would 
remain local. RGH will put 
three members on the Bon Sec-
ours Foundation board, two of 
whom must agree on how local 
funds will be spent.

LANCASTER COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson said he left when the fight broke 
up and he heard police had been 
called.

Without witnesses who could 
back up Carter’s story, Judge 
Taliaferro ruled there was rea-
sonable doubt.
Other cases

The following are additional 
cases heard by Judge Taliaferro 
on October 17.

Scott Sheppard Johnson’s 
case of felony probation viola-
tion on paying restitution was 
continued to 9 a.m. November 7.

In a plea agreement, Brandon 
Michael Dunaway pled guilty to 
third offense DUI, misdemeanor 
possession of marijuana and 
driving on a suspended license. 
A felony charge of possession 
of a controlled substance was 
dropped. The judge upheld the 
Commonwealth’s recommen-
dation of five years with all but 
seven months suspended for the 
DUI followed by two years of 
supervised parole, 12 months 
all suspended for possession, 
and 12 months all suspended for 
driving on a suspended license. 
He was ordered to pay a man-
datory $1,000 fine and all court 
costs. Dunaway was released 
since he had already served 
seven months in jail.

Timothy Lee Abbott was 
released from a deferred dispo-
sition after completing a year 
without incident on a felony 
charge of parent violating a 
child.

Sentencing for Sharon Kay 
Pelkey on nine felony convic-
tions for breaking and entering 
and grand larceny was contin-
ued to 9 a.m. November 21.

Attorney Thomas Hendell 
submitted an order of substitu-
tion as attorney for Kenneth 
Beverly Jackson who was con-
victed of hit-and-run with inju-
ries. Judge Taliaferro accepted 
Glen McNeil as Jackson’s new 
attorney.

Deborah Thompson’s case of 
probation violation on a felony 
offense was continued to 9 a.m. 
November 7. 

Michael Angelo Bowman’s 
case was continued to 9 a.m. 
November 21 for defense 
motions due to a delay in receiv-
ing discovery material. Bowman 
is charged with three felonies 
covering manufacture and sale 
of a controlled substance while 
in possession of a gun. A bench 
trial was set for December 15.

Rodney Linwood Coleman 
Jr., convicted in a lower court of 
misdemeanor assault in the June 
6 fight at Lively Fast Mart, pled 
not guilty, but “sufficient facts” 
in his appeal. His sentence of 
12 months in jail was upheld. 
Judge Taliaferro suspended 
nine months and granted work 
release.

Linwood Maurice Neal Jr. 
was granted bond of $50,000, 
effective October 24. His case of 
four felonies of manufacture and 
sale of a controlled substance 
while in possession of a gun and 
eluding police was continued to 
November 21.

Jerkese Roymark Ball, 
charged with misdemeanor sale 
of marijuana, pled guilty in a 
plea agreement that resulted in a 
sentence of 30 days with 15 sus-
pended, six month suspension 
of operating license, and $250 
fine. He was granted a restricted 
license. He must report to jail 
October 24 at 7 p.m.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, Octo-
ber 30, at the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

A public hearing will be held 
on a request to permit golf 
carts and utility vehicles on the 
roadway in Quarters Cove sub-
division, off Cox’s Farm Road. 

Also on the agenda, super-
visors will consider requests 
from emergency services to 
expend non-county funds 
received from the Department 
of Homeland Security, and 
the school board to appropri-
ate non-county funds received 
from the Virginia Education 
Foundation.

The Kilmarnock Irvington 
White Stone Rotary Club seeks 
a pump and haul permit for the 
The Bay Seafood Festival.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Grab the Record app 
for your Apple or 
Android devices!
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Dr. Wind has what 
it takes to practice 

orthopaedics 
anywhere he wants.

We’re glad he’s here.
As a fellowship-trained orthopaedic surgeon, Tyler Wind, 

MD, has the background and specialized skills in joint 

replacement, minimally invasive surgery and sports medicine 

that would make him a welcome addition to any medical 

staff in the country. His decision to practice here means 

that people in communities throughout the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula can count on exceptional surgical and 

non-surgical orthopaedic care. To make an appointment 

with Dr. Wind please call  Northern Neck Bone & 

Joint at (804) 443-8670.

Tappahannock Hospital

The HEROES of Hometown Healthcare

Closest Marina to the Bay!
Deep Ramp

Land Storage
boats and trailers

Boathouse Slips
Up to 50 feet

Open Slips
Up to 60 feet

Cabin Rentals

Ingram Bay Marina

LANCASTER—A judge last 
week vacated a jury’s convic-
tion of a man accused of selling 
drugs and endangering a child 
after accusations of prosecutor 
misconduct.

Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
set a new jury trial for 9 a.m. Feb-
ruary 24, 2015. It will be the third 
trial on the same felony charges 
for Delvin Lamont Palmer, 36, of 
Taylor Beach Road in Reedville.

Ordering a third trial, Judge 
Taliaferro laid out the “ethical” 
violations in the previous two 
trials, putting the onus directly on 
the Commonwealth Attorney’s 
office.

According to Judge Taliaferro, 
Palmer’s first trial on the felony 
charges of selling drugs and 
endangering a child he was hold-
ing in his arms at the time of the 
sale, ended in a mistrial Decem-
ber 13, 2013. The case derailed 
halfway through trial when 
defense attorney I. Scott Pickus 
of Richmond claimed evidence 
presented by law enforcement 
was not disclosed in pre-trial 
discovery by Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Kenneth 
Kunkle.

In the second trial on April 12, 
a jury returned a guilty verdict 
and recommended a sentence of 
35 years. 

However, before final sen-
tencing, Pickus filed a motion to 
vacate the second trial conviction 
and dismiss the charges because 
a prosecution witness commit-
ted perjury when she testified she 
had not received any “promises” 
on 11 pending felony charges. 

“Mr. Kunkle did nothing to 
correct the witness’s statement 
and then vouched for her cred-
ibility” in his closing statement, 

Judge orders a third trial for Delvin Palmer
by Audrey Thomasson said Pickus during last week’s 

motion hearing. 
“This is supposed to be a 

system of justice, a fair trial...
with law enforcement and the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
upholding that system that our 
society is based on. If one side 
is cheating, it erodes the whole 
system of justice,” he said.

Kunkle argued the witness 
was “...a corroborative witness 
at best. She wasn’t the main wit-
ness” and that it wouldn’t have 
changed the way people saw the 
witness.

In making his decision to hold 
a third trial, Judge Taliaferro 
said he found no case law that 
set the standard. “It wasn’t clear 
to the court what the standard 
is. I haven’t found anything in 
case file to dismiss.” He noted it 
should be a decision of the jury 
regarding the witness, and not 
the judge.

Noting Kunkle’s objection that 
“he didn’t know of a plea agree-

ment” with the witness, Judge 
Taliaferro said an agreement 
was signed by Kunkle and the 
witness seven days before the 
second trial. “She got all sus-
pended time...she got a slap on 
the wrist,” the judge said.     

 “I think there’s some prob-
lems here in Lancaster County 
with a lack of communications 
between the Commonwealth 
Attorney’s office and the sher-
iff’s department,” said Judge Tal-
iferro. “All the details should be 
disclosed...I’m concerned they 
need to speak out about it. The 
Commonwealth Attorney has an 
affirmative ethical obligation to 
dig that stuff out and provide it to 
the defense.”

Noting Kunkle prosecuted 
both cases, Judge Taliaferro 
added, “Mr. Kunkle, I’m con-
cerned about you being involved 
in this case.” 

Palmer was released on a 
$10,000 personal bond pending 
a new trial.  

Every Thursday night, 
a group of very happy 

people take over KC’s Crabs 
and Cues, 10428 Jessie Ball 
duPont Memorial Highway, 
Kilmarnock.

They are the Northern 
Neck Shaggers, and in one 
year of existence, the group 
has attracted 70 enthusiastic 
dancers.

The group started with a 
chance encounter at Belle 
Isle State Park. During a 
performance by the Kings of 
Swing, Earl Barton spotted 
Ray Paul doing a shag step 
called the sugarfoot. Barton 
and his wife, Joanne, had 
been on vacation in Myrtle 
Beach, where the Bartons had 
decided to learn to shag after 
watching shaggers dance all 
week.

Unfortunately, the nearest 
shag clubs were in Richmond 
and Newport News. So when 
Barton spotted Ray Paul 
showing some of her friends 
how to do a shag step at Belle 
Isle, he introduced himself.

“Kings of Swing were 
playing, and I was up on that 
sidewalk showing the girl how 
to do the sugar foot, which is 
a shag step,” said Paul. “All of 
a sudden, Earl walks up to me 
because he and Joanne had 
just started learning how to do 
shag and said ‘you’re doing 
shagging!’”

Paul was glad to meet 

Barton. She was tired of driv-
ing to Newport News for the 
shag club there. Paul and 
the Bartons decided to start 
a group of shaggers in the 
Northern Neck.

Barton found KC’s Crabs 
and Cues, where they have 
been welcomed since. Paul 
found Greg Howell, the shag-
ging DJ, who Barton calls 
“the anchor of the Northern 
Neck Shaggers.”

Howell has been shagging 
for years, since he and his 
wife, Rose, were dating and 
started learning to shag. Once 
a month, Howell serves as DJ 
and dances at Colonial Shag 
Club in Newport News, and 
every Thursday he does the 
same at KC’s.

Bob and Karen Rogers met 
the shaggers at a Bill Deal 
and the Rhondels concert in 
Kilmarnock last year. Like the 
Howells and the Bartons, they 
caught the shag bug in the 
home of shag dancing, Myrtle 
Beach, when they saw shag 
dancing there.

“Bob said, ‘these people 
have more fun than anyplace 
I’ve ever been, and we need to 
learn how to do this dance,” 
Karen remembered. When 
they married, the Rogers hon-
eymooned in Myrtle Beach. 
They’ve tried to bring people 
in from Reedville to join the 
Northern Neck Shaggers, and 
make a yearly pilgrimage to 
the Society of Stranders in 
Myrtle Beach, the biggest 

shag event in the country.
Most of the people in the 

Northern Neck shaggers are 
new to shag dancing, and 
most of them are women, 
which means Nancy Urban 
and Will Hazel have a lot of 
work to do.

Paul and the Bartons 
approached Nancy Urban at 
the outset and asked her to 
teach. Urban is a Virginia 
Shaggers Hall of Fame nomi-
nee, still awaiting a final vote, 
and has been shagging since 
before she left for college. 
She needed a partner to teach, 
and she found Will Hazel, 
another experienced shagger 
and a tireless dancer.

“He’s out there, he and 
Earl, making sure that all the 
women have somebody to 
dance with,” said Paul.

And it’s not just shagging. 
Joy Hendershot teaches line 
dancing over the course of the 
evening, with help from Bar-
bara Dameron.

The group keeps growing 
and growing. They are invited 
to dance in places like the 
Reedville Festival Halle and 
throng into KC’s each week.

“It’s just a fun bunch of 
people and a good excuse for 
all of us to get together,” said 
Karen Rogers. “We’ve made 
a lot of new friendships from 
going there.”

“This is not a one-man 
show, this is a group effort,” 
Barton said. “There is nobody 
that is not a big part of this.”

Nancy Urban teaches basic shag steps to the ladies before the dancing begins in 
earnest.

Northern Neck Shaggers dance into year two
by Renss Greene

Vote 
Nov. 4
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Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against six individuals.

Kyle L. George, 30, of 
Dawsons Lane, was charged 
October 23 on several counts, 
including one count of burglary, 
three counts of credit card theft, 
and one count of grand larceny 
(all felonies) related to an inci-
dent in the 3000 block of White 
Chapel Road on September 
23; four counts of credit card 
theft, and one count of grand 
larceny (all felonies) related to 
an incident September 23 in the 
5000 block of Mary Ball Road; 
one count of burglary related 
to an incident September 27 
on Summers Lane; breaking 
and entering, grand larceny, 
two counts of credit card theft 
(all felonies), and one count 
of misdemeanor destruction of 
property related to an incident 
September 28 on Camp Drive. 
He also was charged October 
24 on one count of burglary, 
one count of grand larceny 
(both felonies) and misde-
meanor destruction of property 
related to an incident August 
26 in Northumberland; and two 
counts of grand larceny (third 
or subsequent charge of petit 
larceny, enhanced to felony), 
four counts of misdemeanor 

counts of burglary (felonies), 
one count of misdemeanor 
obstruction of justice, and 
one count of credit card theft 
(felony) related to incidents 
on/or between August 24-26 in 
Tappahannock.

Robert Gallicchio, 66, of 
Chesapeake Drive was charged 
October 27 on one count of rape 
due to the victim’s mental inca-
pacity/helplessness (felony).
Misdemeanors

A Georges Cove Road man, 
59, was charged October 24 
with assault and battery.

An Oak Hill Road woman, 
43, was charged October 24 
with trespassing at Walmart.

A Roseneath Avenue 
woman, 56, was charged Octo-
ber 24 with grand larceny of 
jewelry from a home on Mos-
quito Beach Lane ($4,995 loss 
reported).

A Fleeton Road man, 29, 
was charged October 28 with 
trespassing and resisting arrest.

Activity report 
October 22: Due to a 

major loss of telephone ser-
vice in Northumberland, staff 
received E911 calls from Nor-
thumberland residents and 
relayed by radio the infor-
mation to Northumberland 
authorities. Staff responded to 
a domestic disturbance (tres-
pass, assault, child custody 
involved) in the 600 block of 
Chesapeake Trail, to the 200 
block of Newton Road on a 
parent’s complaint of an assault 
and battery by his/her 15 year 
old son (matter referred to juve-

Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency 
call in the 9,900 block of Mary 
Ball Road.

October 23: Staff 
responded to a suspicious 
person complaint in the 300 
block of Beach Road, to the 
2100 block of Merry Point 
Road on a complaint of the 
driver of a black Honda or 
Accura stopping at the com-
plainant’s driveway several 
times and making an obscene 
gesture, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Windjammer Lane 
(telephone line problem), to a 
tampering with property com-
plaint on Rocky Neck Road, 
with VSP to a two-vehicle traf-

Ring Farm roads; and received  
a sexual assault report (no fur-
ther information released in 
order to protect the victim and 
due to the nature of the inves-
tigation).

October 24: Staff 
received a destruction of prop-
erty report and larceny report 
from a Lumberlost Road resi-
dent (vehicle window, $300 
cash; $600 total loss), a walk-
in complaint of the theft/loss 
of a license plate ($50 loss), a 
motorist’s complaint of a near-

Road when another motorist 
made an illegal right hand turn, 
a domestic disturbance com-
plaint (boyfriend–girlfriend) 
from a Regina Road resident, 
an assault complaint from a 
Windmill Point Road resident, 

a possible child abuse/neglect 
report from the Department of 

complaint from a bicyclist on 
Chesapeake Drive; responded 
to an assault and battery call 
on Poplar Neck Road (arrest 
reported above), to a noise vio-
lation complaint at 4:45 a.m. 
in the area of Evergreen Drive 
(complainant reports neighbor 
revving up a dirt bike and woke 
up the complainant), to a bur-
glary call in the 4900 block of 
Windmill Point Road (domes-
tic related; Craftsman mechan-
ic’s stool; $60 loss), with VSP 

minor damages with no inju-
ries, near Mary Ball and Good-
luck roads, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Clover Lane (no 
emergency services needed), to 
the 600 block of Beach Road 
on a parental complaint of his/
her 16-year-old son setting a 

to a reported domestic distur-
bance in the parking lot at Pizza 
Hut on North Main Street, and 
to an E911 disconnect call from 
the 700 block of Ring Farm 
Road (domestic argument); and 
checked on the well-being of a 
Windmill Point Road resident 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services 
needed).

October 25: Staff 
responded to a prowler and 
destruction of property com-
plaint in the 300 block of Buz-
zards Neck Road (window; 
$250 loss), with KPD to a 
disturbance call at a restau-
rant on North Main Street 
(terminated employee caus-
ing a problem), to a domestic 
destruction of property call in 
the 11000 block of River Road 
(grandsons tearing holes in the 
walls to the house and breaking 
vehicle windows; complainant 
declined to prosecute); noti-

-
ties of a medical emergency 
call in the 400 block of Jesse 
duPont Memorial Highway; 
and received a complaint of an 
impaired/drunk driver in the 
4300 block of Irvington Road 

-
cept the vehicle).

October 26: Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance/trespass 
(mother/adult son) on Fox Hill 
Drive, with assistance from 
KPD and VSP to a domestic 
disturbance (subjects have a 
child in common) on Pond 
Park, to a stalking complaint on 
Ocran Road (unfounded), and 
to a transferred call from Mid-
dlesex to check on the well-
being of a Gill Road resident 

with a breathing machine).
October 27: Staff 

responded to a prowler com-
plaint in the 100 block of Ocran 
Road (unfounded), with VSP to 

near River and Western Branch 
roads, to a prowler/trespass 
complaint in the 100 block of 
Ocran Road (subject taken into 
civil custody for emergency 
mental health evaluation), to a 
suspicious vehicle/person com-
plaint in the area of Willaby’s 
Restaurant (subject had parked 
and was waiting to watch the 
scheduled rocket launch from 
Wallops Island; the launch was 
scrubbed and is to be resched-
uled), to a domestic disturbance 
(adult siblings) on Wilson 
Lane, and to an assault call on 
Greentown Road (complainant 
declined to prosecute); noti-

blocking Oak Hill and Old 
Salem roads. The Lancaster 

received a report of a student 
threatening to harm him/herself 
and others (mental health issue 
involved). 

October 28: Staff 
responded to a trespass com-
plaint in the 1300 block of 
Weems Road (arrest reported 
above), and with VSP to a two-

-
ton; and intercepted a reported 
reckless driver of a commercial 
vehicle that damaged several 
state highway signs between 
Lively and Kilmarnock.

Staff also conducted 12 
-

monses, assisted six motorists, 
reported three deer strike acci-
dents, investigated four build-
ing alarms, processed a mental 
health order, logged two inmate 

for animal control service.

Kilmarnock and White Stone 

KILMARNOCK—First responders got 
a workout Sunday during a simulated mass 
casualty training exercise staged at the Boys 
and Girls Club of the Northern Neck in 
Kilmarnock.

Coordinator Erik Brown, a member of the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad, reported participation among 
KLCVRS, Mid-County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad of Heathsville, Life-Evac of West 
Point, a representative from the Peninsula 
EMS Council, Town of Kilmarnock Police, 
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s Office, Lancaster 
County Emergency Services and Rappahan-
nock General Hospital.

Some 34 teens from Middlesex and Nor-

thumberland high schools served as vic-
tims of a “propane tank explosion,” he said. 
They “suffered” injuries ranging from being 
shaken up to loss of limbs, broken bones 
from being hurled through the air, crushed by 
athletic facility equipment and furnishings, 
and impaled by various objects.

The goal was to see how everyone would 
react and work together under similar circum-
stances, said Brown. The exercise was evalu-
ated by trained emergency services providers 
so the squads can focus on improvement.

On behalf of the KLVRS, Brown thanked 
the volunteers and representatives of the 
various agencies participating in the training 
exercise.

As volunteers attended to the wounded inside the gym, emergency units waited 
outside to transport the victims while law enforcement agencies secured the scene 

First responder agencies conduct 
simulated mass casualty exercise

Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

Mosquito Point Road.
White Stone VFD also 

at Old Salem and Ring Farm 

Irvington.
Upper Lancaster VFD 

at River and Western Branch 
roads.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins on Octo-
ber 26 reported charges against 
15 individuals.

Patrick N. Lewis, 45, of 
Heathsville was charged Octo-
ber 20 with obtaining money by 
false pretenses.

Matthew Gregory Carr, 52, of 
Heathsville was charged Octo-
ber 21 with a capias to show 
cause and failing to register as 
a sex offender.

Earl Joshua Hutchinson, 23, 
of Callao was charged October 
22 with two counts of uttering 
and two counts of obtaining 
money by false pretenses.

Luther S. Chinn Jr., 22, of 
Heathsville was charged Octo-
ber 23 with malicious wound-
ing.

Jordon Christopher Bryant, 
27, of Farnham was charged 
October 24 with malicious 
wounding.

Kyle Lee George, 30, of 
White Stone was charged 
October 24 with breaking and 
entering, grand larceny and 
destroying property. George 
was arrested by the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Erik Wesley Milau, 27, of 
Callao was charged October 25 
with child abuse/neglect, assault 
and battery and obstructing 
communication.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 29, was 
charged October 21 with 
destroying property in Essex 
County.

A Callao man, 19, was 
charged October 22 with being 
drunk in public.

A Farnham man, 27, was 
charged October 22 with assault 
and battery.

A Callao woman, 31, was 
charged October 23 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Heathsville man, 46, was 
charged October 24 with failing 
to appear in the Northumber-
land County General District 
Court.

A Callao woman, 45, was 
charged October 24 with 
obstruction of justice.

A Callao woman, 25, was 
charged October 24 with 
obstruction of justice.

A Heathsville man, 23, was 
charged October 26 with driv-
ing suspended.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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Virginia’s future depends on clean 
water, but it’s currently in danger.

 From the state’s booming wine 
industry, to tourism surrounding the Chesa-
peake Bay, to our expansive agriculture indus-
try, Virginia thrives on high-quality clean 
water. According to Ecological Economics 
Journal, the Clean Water Act of 1972 has 
added as much as $15.8 billion in economic 
benefits for Virginia alone.

 These protections are now in jeopardy, 
because two Supreme Court decisions have 
made it much more difficult to enforce the 
law. You can’t grow crops without clean 
water, and yet we’re stuck in a legal vacuum 
that has left so many of our waterways open 
to pollution. We have to do something about 
this.

 The Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) “Waters of the US” proposal clarifies 
what waterways are under their jurisdiction 
under the Clean Water Act of 1972; and con-
forms to the Supreme Court’s rulings. This 
proposed rule would protect the streams and 
rivers that every Virginia business relies on.

 The tourism industry employs 350,000 
Virginians and generates $18 billion for the 
economy; fishing contributes another $1.23 
billion in sales and 13,000 more jobs. Vir-
ginia has the fifth most wineries of any state, 
and ranks 12th in wine production, to go 
along with the dozens of craft breweries now 
operating in the state. Think of an industry, 
and it probably relies on clean water.

 I run a food hub for local produce, and 
we work with dozens of farms throughout 
Virginia. As the demand for local produce 
grows, it’s vital that farmers have every 
opportunity to grow fresh, healthy produce. 
Virginia’s farms, which cover 33% of our 
total land area, and our $55 billion agricul-
ture industry—the largest sector of the state’s 
economy—both need clean water to survive. 
By clarifying what waterways are protected 
under the Clean Water Act, “Waters of the 
US” would protect Virginia’s economy from 
harmful spills and industrial discharge.

There’s another side to this, and that’s what 
happens if we do nothing. Without clean 

water, there would be fewer jobs, less tax rev-
enue, and less disposable income for Virginia 
families. Clean water is not a niche issue; it 
has to be addressed for the whole state.

Recent polling released by the American 
Sustainable Business Council (ASBC) shows 
just how unified the small business commu-
nity is on this, all across the country. The poll 
found that 80% of small businesses support 
exactly the same protections as in the pro-
posed EPA rule.

Like businesses nationwide, we understand 
that not having clean water would be devas-
tating.

Just next door, West Virginia lost $19 mil-
lion a day during the Elk River chemical spill 
earlier this year. No state can afford this kind 
of damage; that’s why we need strong protec-
tions.

This proposed rule does not give the 
agency more power over water—the  EPA 
doesn’t get any power that the Clean Water 
Act didn’t give it in the past, and exemptions 
for agriculture will remain in place. What it 
will do is give small-business owners, like 
Virginia’s farmers, the confidence that this 
crucial resource will be protected.

 Clean water won’t just help Virginia farm-
ers, or the thriving vineyard and brewery 
industry that have prospered in recent years, 
or the numerous businesses that rely on tour-
ism. It will affect the entire economy. 

We can either protect this resource and 
continue to thrive, or do nothing and risk 
economic catastrophe. There may be costs to 
some businesses, but those will be far out-
weighed by the benefits to thousands more. 
And not acting could prove to be many times 
more costly. It makes no sense not to.

 These proposed rules will protect every 
Virginian and will keep our economy and 
waters safe. It’s time for policy makers to rec-
ognize that not protecting this resource is the 
most dangerous thing we could do.

Epstein is the Co-Founder of Blue Ridge 
Produce, an aggregator of fresh fruits and 
vegetables grown in Virginia and markets 
them to supermarkets, food service companies 
and distributors in the Washington, D.C., met-
ropolitan area. This op-ed is distributed by 
Virginia Forum.

A group of 63 business and agriculture 
organizations told the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency on Septem-

ber 29 that its recent statements about its pro-
posed “Waters of the U.S.” rule violate basic 
open-government requirements.

In a letter to the EPA and Congress, the 
Waters Advisory Coalition said the state-
ments fail to comply with the Administrative 
Procedures Act and the rule should be with-
drawn. The American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, which has been vocal in its opposition 
to the rule, is a coalition member, according 
to a press release issued by the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation.

Among EPA misrepresentations cited in the 
coalition’s letter are a series of agency blog 
posts that provide new interpretations of the 
proposed rule’s language, as well as a failure 
to conduct meaningful consultations with 
farmers and other business owners. The coali-
tion also cited comments from the Science 
Advisory Board that expose serious problems 
with scientific justifications for the rule put 
forth by the EPA. In addition, it released U.S. 
Geological Survey maps that show a massive 

expansion of territory covered under the pro-
posed rule, despite the EPA’s earlier and vehe-
ment statements to the contrary.

“These are serious transgressions of prin-
ciples of open government,” said Don Parrish, 
AFBF senior director of regulatory relations. 
“The EPA should withdraw this rule and have 
meaningful discussions with representatives 
of the farm families that stand to suffer most 
under this proposal.”

On October 1, the Small Business Adminis-
tration’s Office of Advocacy also called on the 
EPA to withdraw the proposed rule.

AFBF president Bob Stallman welcomed 
the news, saying the EPA “has been heedless 
and cavalier in its disregard for the American 
farmers who would be most affected by this 
unworkable proposal. … We agree that the 
EPA had an obligation to conduct a Small 
Business Advocacy Panel before releasing the 
rule for comment, and we agree that the rule 
should be withdrawn as a result.”

On October 6 the EPA extended its public 
comment period on the “Waters of the U.S.” 
rule a second time, from October 20 to 
November 4. 

Clean water is vital
for business in Virginia

by Jim Epstein

Waters coalition, SBA call for
EPA ‘Waters’ rule withdrawal

What a difference a year makes! In 2013, nary a 

three in this single frame alone, shot October 18 in 
White Stone on the Rappahannock River.

Focal Point

Photo by Bud Ward

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject line 
Focal Point. 

 

Farming in the Northern Neck often does 
not receive the note that it deserves, 
most attention being given to water 

industries. As a rule, those who farm today 
are the descendants of farmers who worked 
the land across many generations. Pete Kapi-
tan was an exception, a man who worked at a 
government career for 40 years in order to be 
able to spend his retirement in the vocation 
he most enjoyed.

Pete was born and raised on a farm in 
northern Indiana. He married Carol, the 
proverbial “girl next door” to where he later 
was living, and after military service, they 
moved to the Washington area. Pete went to 
the University of Maryland, and spent his 
professional career at The Internal Revenue 
Service, retiring to the Northern Neck in 
1993. 

He and Carol bought a farm in Ball’s Neck 
with a venerable Victorian house, barn and 
outbuildings that collectively gave the ideal 
Currier and Ives image of what bucolic life 
should be.  They restored the old house, and 
Pete proceeded to buy the equipment he 
needed to begin his new life on the soil.

When I first met him shortly after they 

arrived, I asked who did his farming. He 
replied, “I do.”  I asked how many acres he 
farmed, and he said, “About 40.”  He bought 
his own tractor, combine, plow and truck, 
and with them 20 years ago he set out to be 
part of the farming community. He followed 
market prices, and enjoyed taking his pro-
duction to the grain elevator.

As a farmer Pete might have had small 
acreage, but he was not an amateur. He 
knew what he was doing, and did it well. 
He was a deeply religious man, who saw 
the land as God’s handiwork, and himself as 
God’s steward. His days on the land were 
days close to his Maker, and he delighted in 
every one of them. His patience was extraor-
dinary, and he never showed any signs of 
concern about how his farming operation 
was proceeding.

A few years ago Carol and Pete had been 
away, and as they were driving home they 
saw fire trucks out on call. As they continued 
along they observed the trucks were going in 
the same direction, and they were increas-
ingly apprehensive about whose building 
was on fire. Soon they found out that it was 
their own beautiful old home that they had 
spent all those years carefully restoring. The 
house burned to the ground.

Undaunted, they set out to build anew, rep-
licating as closely as possible the home they 
had lost.  The new structure repeats the sig-
nature element of the large Palladian window 
above the front entrance, a focal point as 
one looks up their impressive avenue of 

trees. Both Carol and Pete accepted the loss 
of their home in a spirit of faith and hope, 
thankful that no one had been injured, and as 
they did every day, bowing to the will of The 
Almighty.

After 20 years working his land, this year 
Pete retired from his farming operation. Per-
haps the decision was health-motivated, for 
by summer’s end he was ill, beginning a six-
week stay in the hospital, following major 
surgery.  Ten days ago Pete died, away from 
his beloved farm. During the period of his 
wake and funeral, his family displayed all of 
his farm machinery in the front yard draped 
in black, where it too symbolically could 
mourn the passing of this abundantly good 
and happy man who found his late vocation 
on God’s good earth.  

Pete was a stalwart Christian for whom 
faith in Divine Providence was a natural 
part of life. A devout Catholic, he was a lay 
member of the Carmelite religious order, and 
was buried wearing its scapular. He set an 
example for everyone he met, believing in 
God, serving others, and loving the land.

Peter Kapitan, October 20, 1938 – October 
19, 2014.  R.I.P.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

As a farmer Pete might have 
had small acreage, but he was 
not an amateur. He knew what 
he was doing, and did it well. He 
was a deeply religious man, who 
saw the land as God’s handiwork, 
and himself as God’s steward. His 
days on the land were days close 
to his Maker, and he delighted in 
every one of them. 

Completely out of context
In the October 23 Rappahannock Record, a writer para-

phrases a line from a speech Obama made to the U.N.: “In other 
words, on issue after issue, we cannot rely on a rule book writ-
ten for a different century.”  

The writer goes on to argue that this is evidence that Obama 
wants to dump the U.S. Constitution and set up “new rules” that 
will turn the U.S. into a communist country. There is nothing 
in the speech that alludes in any way to our constitution, com-
munism, or anything else claimed in the author’s letter.  

Here’s the rest of Obama’s paragraph:  
“If we lift our eyes beyond our borders—if we think glob-

ally and if we act cooperatively—we can shape the course of 
this century, as our predecessors shaped the post-World War 
II age. But as we look to the future, one issue risks a cycle 
of conflict that could derail so much progress, and that is the 
cancer of violent extremism that has ravaged so many parts of 
the Muslim world.”

Read the speech. He’s not talking about the constitution. He 
is not even talking exclusively about U.S. policy. He is talk-
ing about the need for U.N. member countries to respect each 
other’s sovereignty and bring a global perspective to solving 
common problems.  

One has to wonder, how much value can there be in an argu-
ment that relies on cherry picking quotes and deliberately mis-
interpreting them.  

Roger Gruben,

YOUR LETTERS

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
Halloween is upon us.
And of all the horror Hol-

lywood and Broadway can 
muster, they’ve got nothing on 
Shakespeare.

Even Poe’s finest is tame 
compared to Macbeth, Act IV, 
Scene I [Round about the caul-
dron go] William Shakespeare, 
1564 - 1616; The three witches, 
casting a spell—mind you.

Halt!
Before going further, dim the 

lights. Burn a candle.
Read slowly. Brood over 

each phrase. Close your eyes 
and contemplate the scene. 
Three witches casting a spell—
indeed!

Proceed!

Round about the cauldron 
go;   

In the poison’d entrails throw.   
Toad, that under cold stone    
Days and nights hast thirty 

one   
Swelter’d venom sleeping 

got,   
Boil thou first i’ the charmed 

pot.   
Double, double toil and 

trouble; 
Fire burn and cauldron 

bubble.  

Fillet of a fenny snake,   
In the cauldron boil and 

bake;   
Eye of newt, and toe of frog,   
Wool of bat, and tongue of 

dog,   
Adder’s fork, and blind-

worm’s sting,   
Lizard’s leg, and howlet’s 

wing,   
For a charm of powerful 

trouble, 
Like a hell-broth boil and 

bubble. 
Double, double toil and 

trouble;   
Fire burn and cauldron 

bubble.  

Scale of dragon, tooth of 
wolf,   

Witches’ mummy, maw and 
gulf  

Of the ravin’d salt-sea shark,
Root of hemlock digg’d i’ the 

dark,  
Liver of blaspheming Jew,
Gall of goat, and slips of yew
Sliver’d in the moon’s 

eclipse,
Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s 

lips,  
Finger of birth-strangled 

babe
Ditch-deliver’d by a drab,
Make the gruel thick and 

slab:  
Add thereto a tiger’s 

chaudron,  
For the ingredients of our 

cauldron.
Double, double toil and 

trouble;   
Fire burn and cauldron 

bubble. 
The spell’s been cast.
Beware the ghosts and gob-

lins, zombies, ghouls and little 
beasts, vampires, witches, 
black cats and bats.

Trick-or treat!
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The 99th District Tea Party on October 14 held its first in a 
series of meetings on emergency preparedness with an overview 
of the basic elements of making a plan, preparing an emergency 
kit and staying informed. 

The presentation included examples of 72-hour kits, food, 
insurance options, and an overview of county and state sup-

port available, reported 
president Don John-
son. Additionally, the 
concern of “prepared-
ness versus paranoia” 
was explored by com-
paring “commercially 
available” insurance to 
“personal” insurance.

Rappahannock Ama-
teur Radio Association 
training director Carl 
Wiggington gave an 
overview of the local 
amateur radio net-
work and its support 
of the county during 
emergency situations. 
He also explained the 
association’s capabili-
ties and mission.

 The local tea party is expanding its efforts to support emer-
gency preparedness and is seeking input from members and the 
public about topics of interest, said Johnson.

The group meets at 7 p.m. on second and fourth Tuesdays at 
the Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club, 3989 White Chapel Road, 
Lancaster.

A Veteran who will work for Veterans 
 and their Families

st

Paid for and authorized by Norm Mosher for Congress.

Rappahannock Record Halloween Special
come visit us on Halloween dressed In Your 

costume, Get a Free Paper and Be 
Entered Into a drawing

For a Free one Year Subscription!
The Record Employees will 
Be Having a costume contest 

so come By and See us!

Do you remember?

photo include Molly Noblett, Jones Norris, Bobby Crowther, Edward Layman, 
Sammy Barnes, Charlotte Edmonds, Butch Harding, Lamaine Chilton, Sally Noblett, 
Graham Pembroke, Jackie Layman, Anne Byrd, Augusta Eubank, Sue Haynie and two 

In recognition
The Race for Independence 

regatta held last weekend at 
Yankee Point was a great event.

It was held to raise funds for 
The Independence Fund, an 
organization devoted to our 
wounded veterans by primarily 
furnishing sophisticated mobi-
lization aids to those who have 
lost limbs. Over 90% of money 
raised by this organization goes 
to the troops.

Races Saturday and Sunday 
and a Saturday night dinner party 
were attended by participants 
and many of the wounded veter-
ans, some of whom were hoisted 
aboard boats and participated in 
the races. The dinner was pre-
ceded by the Northumberland 
ROTC presenting colors and by 
Karen Knull’s beautiful rendi-
tion of our national anthem and 
heart-wrenching talks by some 
of the vets about their battle and 
rehab experiences. It brought the 
war close to home.

Karen and Ken Knull and 
their staff and several corporate 
sponsors and others made this 
wonderful weekend possible. 
My hope is that for as long as it’s 
needed this event will continue 
and grow so that our wounded 
vets will know we are behind 
them and appreciate their sacri-
fice.

I believe enough was raised 
to purchase one of those very 
expensive tread equipped mobi-
lized chairs for a vet.

Ocran

Orchestra oncert
strikes a chord

The Northern Neck 
Orchestra’s concert, “A Night 
at the Movies,” on October 
25 was the finest I have ever 
heard from the Lancaster 
Middle School stage. There 
is nothing to compare, even 
visits from the Virginia Sym-
phony, to the thrilling sounds 
heard from these musicians 
of our own area.

Granted, there were some 
names in the program that 
I didn’t recognize, but 
after being here for over 40 
years, that is not unusual. In 
that time I have seen many 
changes. This one is the very 
best and deserves our very 
best support. The Bank of 
Lancaster hosted a lovely 
reception just prior to the 
concert. 

Craig Richey, the piano 
soloist, flew across the coun-
try from Los Angeles to 
share his great talent. This 
tall, gracious man who com-
poses film music, made the 
trip in part due to Adelaide 
McKelway, his early piano 
teacher in North Carolina. If 
you would like to know more 
about him, visit craigrichey.
com. 

If you want soul-satisfying 
music, don’t miss another 
performance of The North-
ern Neck Orchestra.

 Miriam MacCarthy,
White Stone

YOUR LETTERS

Local Tea Party explores
emergency preparedness

Carl Wiggington addresses the 
Tea Party.

Grab the Record app 
for your Apple or 
Android devices!
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free* 7-pc. gift
Choose Your Free Gift  
with any Estée Lauder purchase 
of $35 or more! Worth over $120 
What makes our color and skincare iconic? Performance, luxury, innovation.  
Find them all in your gift plus, an exclusive signature print cosmetics bag.

In Every Gift: 
Advanced Night Repair II, Sumptuous Mascara, 
Pure Color Eyeshadow Quad, Pure Color Lipstick, 
Modern Muse Body Lotion and print Cosmetics Bag.
*One gift per customer, please. Quantities limited;  
while supplies last.

Plus, choose your  
High-Performance Moisturizer  
in a Deluxe Gift Size 
Resilience Lift Creme (Lifting/Firming) or 
Advanced Time Zone Creme (Anti-Wrinkle)

Gift available now through November 15 in select stores, online or toll free 1-800-743-8730.

Add to Your Free Gift...
With any Estée Lauder purchase 
of $70 or more, you’ll receive 
Perfectly Clean Multi-Action  
Foam Cleanser/Purifying Masque.
Both gifts together worth over $150. 

your town. your store. peebles.com

Estee Lauder now available only at

LANCASTER—Guests gath-
ered October 24 at the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library for cake and champagne 
at a birthday celebration fund-
raiser for Mrs. Washington. 

The evening kicked off the 
opening of totally refreshed 
exhibit galleries with new dis-
plays featuring artworks por-
traying Mary Ball Washington, 
artifacts and memorabilia from 
the Ball-Washington families, 
and selections of 18th- to 20th-
century evening and party cloth-
ing and accessories from the 
textile collection, reported Laurie 
McCord. 

The exhibits will be open 
through Thanksgiving and are 
included in the $3 admission 
fee. The museum is open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays.

REEDVILLE—The Chesapeake Bay Garden Club on October 
19 formally dedicated a tree in a garden planted beside Festival 
Halle in Reedville in memory and honor of CBGC past presi-
dent, Jane Clark, who died at age 95 on February 14. 

Clark’s son and daughter-in-law attended, along with at least 
24 members and guests, said publicity chairman Katie Walker. 
Following the dedication, attendees were invited to the home of 
Robert and Barbara Yinger, where close friends and family mem-
bers took a short curise in an area near Clark’s former home.  
Member Carolyn Shaw offered remembrances and prayer. A 
reception followed at the Yinger home.

Clark was a long-term resident of Petersburg and Reedville 
who proudly served her country in World War II.  She had a life-
time membership in the National Garden Clubs Inc. and Virginia 
Federation of Garden Clubs. She also was an Accredited Flower 
Show Judge. She was the wife of retired Maj. Joe H. Clark and 
mother of Richard L. Clark of Gaithersburg, Md.

HEATHSVILLE—Some 
three dozen volunteers spent 
several hours October 21 stuff-
ing nearly 5,000 envelopes for 
the Northumberland Public 
Library’s annual appeal.

Volunteers gathered at the 
mass mailing in the library’s 
meeting room represented the 
Friends of the Library and the 
board of trustees, reported 
publicist Don Hirst.

The fundraising letters 
noted that the monetary gifts 
from the annual appeal repre-
sent about 25% of the library’s 
budget, said Hirst. The letters 
were signed by annual appeal 

chairman Linda Morris, who 
noted the state and county 
fund 60% and the remainder 
comes from donations and 
fundraising events.

The library “has increas-
ingly become a center of 
activity in the community and 
a resource for people pursu-
ing research, applying for jobs 
and participating in children’s 
programs and non-profit 
activities,” the letter said. It 
also stated the library is open 
six days a week for more than 
50 hours, with “services and 
activities free to all residents 
and visitors.”

Museum event celebrates Mary Ball Washington’s birthday

This American sterling 
silver locket with attached 
urn contains a lock of hair 
from George Washington, 
given by his brother 
Augustine Washington to 

a gift to the museum from 
Mary Washington Spear.  

Volunteers stuffed thousands of envelopes for the annual 
appeal. Photo by Don Hirst

Volunteers mail NPL
 annual appeal letters Bay Garden Club past president Jane Clark.

Tree is dedicated in
memory of Jane Clark

Help! I have heard 
so many opinions as to 
whether or not you may 
refresh your lipstick at 
the dining table. Advice,  
please. While we are at 
it, what about compacts, 
powder and extracting 

nock
I hear you, Ms. Margaret! 
A meal can quickly and com-

pletely rob our lips of all traces of 
color and, due to our polite use of 
a napkin, make us feel as though 
our lips are so dry that they are 
falling off. The discomfort of this 
situation may even render us inca-
pable of keeping our mind fully on 
the conversation around us.

It is acceptable to apply lipstick 
right at the table after a meal. 
However, this is true only if the 
occasion is casual and our com-
panions are friends. If the setting 
is a business luncheon or more 

Because You Are Polite...  
Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick
formal social event, it is better to 
excuse oneself and take care of 
touch-ups in a restroom.

Applying powder, blush, or eye-
liner at a dining table is definitely 
off the plate of social acceptance. 

As cruel as it may seem, food 
stuck in the teeth is never a medi-
cal emergency. Thus it is never 
acceptable to floss, use a tooth-
pick or coax food from the teeth-
while at the table. 

I leave you with advice from 
George Washington, who at age 
15 wrote the following in his 
Rules of Civility—“Cleanse not 
your teeth with the tablecloth, 
napkin, fork or knife.”  Huzzah!

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….LLC. 
You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her and she 
will respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net and 
visit her website at becausey-
ouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com


