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Council entertains proposal for
culture center at old town hall site
has with VQL, the YMCA, and the
Free Health Clinic,” Estes said. He
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarsaid he has had letters of commitnock Town Council on October 20
ment from both Bay Aging and the
heard a new vision for the former
Lancaster Players.
town hall tract on North Main Street.
“I think if we go along with
Lancaster Players volunteer and
you and take it off the market, the
former president Ben Estes asked
monkey will be on your back as far
the town council to take the old
as establishing a timeline and meettown hall lot off the real estate
ing deadlines as far as what money
market and sign a long-term lease
you’re going to raise,” said council
with the Lancaster Players and Bay
member Dr. Curtis Smith.
Aging to create a cultural center
The council did not act on the
on the lot, including a performing
idea Monday. Council members
arts center, a senior center with
said they needed time to consider
kitchen, parking, green space, and
the proposal.
an outdoor plaza. Estes said he Lancaster Players volunteer Ben
In other business:
envisioned the cultural center as a Estes pitches his vision for a
s 4OWN MANAGER 4OM 3AUNDERS
multi-use venue that would benefit Kilmarnock culture center at the reported the town is moving ahead
the town, and said Lancaster Play- old town hall lot.
with enforcing its new blight ordiers shows alone would bring more
nances at 302 Irvington Road.
than 3,000 visitors to the town each year.
s 4HE POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORTED
To simplify the leasing process for the town, Estes that it will prepare a request for proposals on installhas set up a nonprofit corporation, Culture Center, ing cameras on Main Street.
which he said would lease the lot from the town, then
s 4HE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORTED
lease to the Lancaster Players and Bay Aging. He said the town will provide non-monetary support to a
the arrangement is not unique in Kilmarnock
late-night shopping event in November, such as press
“We have set this up identical to what the hospital releases and social media postings.
by Renss Greene

Kissing cuties
/EXEVMRE >IMPIV ERH 'SH] WLEVI E OMWW HYVMRK XLI 4SSGL ;LS 'ER
Smooch contest at the 14th annual Dog Gone Dog Show Saturday,
3GXSFIV  8LI WLS[ MW SVKERM^IH F] XLI %RMQEP ;IPJEVI 0IEKYI
and held at the Irvington Commons. A list of blue ribbon winners
appears on page D8. View a related slideshow at RRecord.com. Photo
by Renss Greene

Opening doors to higher education for all students
by Audrey Thomasson

Learning today, leading tomorrow

M

ost students begin high school
with big dreams for their
future. But for some, those dreams
start to fade as they approach their
senior year with no sense of what
they will do after graduation and
little knowledge of the educational
opportunities available to them.
Research studies show that as students get closer to graduation, they
lower their goals because they don’t
think they can afford college, they
aren’t academically prepared, or they
don’t believe they would be accepted.
Others say they aren’t cut out for college, yet they have no deﬁned aspirations or interests beyond high school.
Lancaster High School guidance
counselors Barbara Smith and Lara
Brown want to throw open the doors
to opportunities for those students,
particularly for kids who would be
the ﬁrst in their families to attend
college.
“We received word this month
that LHS was approved to host
Virginia College Application Week
2014 (VCAW),” said Brown. We are

This is the ﬁrst of a ﬁve-part series on Lancaster High School’s
efforts to prepare students for the beneﬁts of furthering their education and making it attainable for everyone. The series will cover
career coaching, college mentoring and dual enrollment, early exposure to possibilities, preparing ﬁrst-generation college applicants to
the process and breaking down the barriers of ﬁnancial aid.

Lancaster High School students (above) buckle down on last week’s
preliminary College Board tests. Superintendent Steven Parker
required every sophomore take the PSAT test as a way to acclimate
them to the possibility of attending college. The $17 per student fee
for the test was paid by the school district. “By taking the test, they
QE]½RHSYXXLI]HSR´XLEZIXLEXJEVXSKSXSUYEPMJ];I[ERXXLIQ
to know they can attend college,” he said.

thrilled that Lancaster was chosen to
participate, she said.
Sponsored by the State Council
of Higher Education in Virginia

(SCHEV), College Application Week is a national initiative
designed to increase the number
of ﬁrst-generation and low-income

students pursuing a college degree
or other higher education credential,
such as technical or trade schools.
Started in 2012, the state’s program
has grown to encompass some 40 participating high schools across the state.
“The event is open to all our students,” said head counselor Smith.
“We’ll focus on the possibilities that
they can go to college or any other
post secondary school.”
Parental involvement and understanding of the options, preparation,
and available ﬁnancing is critical to a
child’s success in the program.

Community support

Prior to the event, students are
urged to prepare essays, build activity resumes, select a list of colleges

and gather information necessary for
completing admission applications,
which they will organize in a binder.
Community volunteers, including
retired teachers and former counselors, are working with students as
they prepare, said Smith. English
teachers will review the resumes
while the Rotary Club of the Northern Neck will supply the binders. In
addition, business professionals have
volunteered to conduct mock interviews in order for students to gain
experience for such things as applying for scholarships.
Applying to college can be a
daunting task, said Brown, especially
LEARNING, continued on page A2

Officer Brooks injured
when struck by vehicle
KILMARNOCK—A Kilmarnock
police ofﬁcer was injured October
18 when he was struck by a passing
vehicle as he exited his police car.
Ofﬁcer Daniel T. Brooks was
transported by Life-Evac to Virginia
Commonwealth University Medical Center with serious, but non-life
threatening injuries.
The accident occurred at 7:20
p.m. October 18 on Irvington Road,
in front of the laundromat near First
Street in Kilmarnock. Ofﬁcer Brooks
was getting out of his vehicle to make
a routine check when he was struck
by a 2002 Pontiac driven by Phillis A.
Brown, 63, of Lancaster.
According to Virginia State Police
Sgt. Steve M. Vick, state police
responded to the accident and determined that speed and alcohol were
not factors in the crash. The crash
remains under investigation.
At the Kilmarnock Town Council
meeting October 20, town manager

Tom Saunders reported that Brooks
had suffered broken bones in his left
leg and left arm, as well as lots of
bruising.
Reconstructive surgery on his left
arm went well, added Kilmarnock
police chief Mike Bedell.
“Nobody’s been charged, we don’t
think anybody’s at fault, it’s just a terrible accident,” said Saunders. “He’s
going to be okay, but he’s got a long
way to go.”
The accident is being thoroughly
investigated by Virginia State Police,
he said. So far they haven’t charged
anyone, and he didn’t think there
would be any charges.
“It does bring up the fact that when
these sworn ofﬁcers are on duty,
they’re in the middle of risky business even when they’re just crossing
the road,” said Saunders. “We just
need to keep in mind the sacriﬁces
and the risks these folks take on our
behalf all day long every day.”
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Lancaster High digs pink
Lancaster High School students, staff, faculty, fans and players pinked out last Tuesday night during
the annual Dig Pink volleyball game. The fundraising event supports the Side-Out Foundation’s breast
cancer research and patient support services. Lancaster’s JV and varsity teams raised over $5,000 for
the foundation. Go to page C1 for more coverage of the Dig Pink event. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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Learning today, leading tomorrow
continued from page A1

for ﬁrst generation applicants
and students who face multiple barriers in applying. “It’s
scary for many to go away to
college because they may be
the caretaker of other siblings
in the family.”
By exposing them to the
process and showing them it
is attainable, the counselors
hope to guide more students
on the path to a more successful and productive futures.

One-on-one help

All seniors are encouraged
to participate in Application
Week, where they will also
get one-on-one assistance
from school counselors, college admissions ofﬁcers and
volunteers to complete online
admission applications. While
many colleges charge students
upwards of $100 to apply, as a
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participant of VCAW, colleges
are waiving their application
fees during the event.
All students will receive
services and tools that otherwise might not be available to
them such as ﬁeld trips, Smith
said. Sophomores will have
the opportunity to participate
in a one-day trip to visit three
colleges in Tidewater. A small
group of freshmen “with great
promise” will travel to the
University of Mary Washington, where they will learn
about a mentoring program
that would also cover their
college ﬁnancial needs.
The program will recognize
and minimize the ﬁnancial
barriers present in the college
application process in order to
make college admission more
attainable to all students.

The ﬁnal day of the event
will celebrate colleges, with
teachers decorating their
classroom doors with banners
from their alma maters.
The goal is to get 80% of
LHS’s 75 seniors to submit at
least one application to any of
Virginia’s 24 public two-year
colleges, 15 public four-year
universities, 70 private nonproﬁt institutions or over 250
other non-public schools,
as well as any out-of-state
institutions in which they are
interested.
“It’s explore, prepare and
apply,” said Brown. “September was about exploring academic possibilities, followed
by preparing student portfolios in preparation for applying to a school during College
Application Week.”
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by Renss Greene
HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland
County Circuit Court convened Thursday,
October 16, the Hon. Harry T. Taliaferro III
presiding. On that date:
The arraignment of James Martimes Sellers
of Kilmarnock on three charges of probation
violation was continued to October 28.
The arraignment of Dominique Rashad
Taylor of Lottsburg on the charge of probation
violation was continued to October 28.
An order to show cause for Donte Lamar
Brooks of Hague on a probation violation led to
probation being revoked. Brooks was sentenced
to three years in penitentiary, all but one month
suspended.
Tony Lampkin of Burgess pled guilty to one
count of manufacturing, distributing, or possessing with intent to distribute a controlled
substance. The case was taken under advisement. The prosecution did not pursue a second
count.

Michael Lee Newton Jr. of Lancaster was
tried for eluding police, resisting arrest, and
two counts of reckless driving. Newton pled not
guilty to eluding police and one count of reckless driving. The prosecution did not pursue the
charges of resisting arrest or another of reckless
driving. Newton was found guilty. The court
ordered a pre-sentencing report, and Newton
will come back to court January 27, 2015 for
sentencing.
Antwan Sentelle Taylor of Heathsville was to
be tried for distributing a controlled substance
and distributing marijuana, the ﬁrst a felony
charge and the second a misdemeanor. The trial
was continued to December 23.
William Samuel Diller’s bond hearing was
carried over. Diller has been charged with grand
larceny and will go before a grand jury and continue his bond hearing October 28.
A motion to quash possession of ﬁrearm
charges against Marvin Wendell Davenport of
Warsaw was denied. Davenport’s jury trial is set
for December 1.
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SHERIFF’S REPORT
Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck
;MPOMRW this week reported
charges against nine individuals.

Felonies

Jennifer Runninger, 31, of
Callao was charged October 14
with the following felonies: one
count of grand larceny, one count
of credit card larceny, two counts
of credit card fraud, and 42
counts of forgery and uttering.
She was also charged with four
counts of misdemeanor credit
card fraud.
Kevin Wayne Thompson, 37,
of Callao was charged October 14 with petit larceny, third

offense, which resulted in a
felony charge.
Amberlynn Elaine West, 34,
of Saluda was charged October
14 on a capias to show cause.
Allen Cornelius Conaway,
33, of Wicomico Church was
charged October 16 on a probation violation.
Dakota Anastasio Galves, 19,
of Reedville was charged October 16 with possession of a ﬁrearm on school grounds and carrying a concealed weapon.

Westmoreland County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce.
A Callao woman, 47, was
charged October 14 on a summons for failing to comply by
not sending a child who has
reached age ﬁve to school.
A Lottsburg man, 33, was
charged October 15 with driving
on a revoked/suspended license.
A Callao man, 36, was
charged October 16 with failing
to appear in the Northumberland
County General District Court.

A Hague man, 24, was
charged October 13 with assault
and battery of a family member.
This subject was arrested by the
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Eight projects throughout
the Chesapeake Bay watershed recently received funding from the National Park
Service for public access and
outdoor recreation opportunities along Captain John Smith
Chesapeake and Star-Spangled
Banner national historic trails.
Each project is leveraged by
the partner through additional
means such as matching funds,
in-kind services and volunteer
hours.
The Menokin Foundation in
Warsaw received $99,000 for
Cat Point Creek access. This
project will allow visitors to
drive to a drop-off area at the
waterfront, and provide a turnaround and extra parking.

From left are Bill Estell and Susan Lindsey.

Susan Lindsey receives NAPS
Distinguished Citizen Award
by Jay Walker
CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland Association for Progressive Stewardship on October
18 presented its 2014 Distinguished Citizen Award to Susan
Lindsey. The presentation came
at the annual fall social at the Bay
Quarter Shores Club House.
President Bill Estell presented
Lindsey a dedication plaque
enumerating her contributions in
conservation and education.
“Over a decade before STEM
became a program, she started
SUMS—Students Using Math
and Science. She is a teacher,”
said Estell.
The award recognizes the
small contributions to the community that add up, said Lindsey.
“I’m not in the same league
with the previous honorees you
see here,” she said. “It just proves
that if you stick around in Northumberland County for long
enough, dabble in a sufﬁcient
number of activities, you too can
be distinguished.”
To support her point that small
can turn out to be big, Lindsey
told a story which she called, “A
bit of a saga of Northumberland
County volunteer activity.” The
story started some 12 years ago
when she volunteered to teach
English to seasonal Hispanic
workers in the seafood industry.
There were two memorable students, a mother and daughter.
The daughter had left her little
girl, Brenda, back in Mexico, but
showed photos every week until
Lindsey got to know Brenda’s
face.
Jump some ﬁve years, she
said. In a program started by a
“nice lady” tutoring Hispanic
third graders, Lindsey recognized
Brenda, who turned out to be

lively, bright and energetic. Now
fast forward seven to eight years
to a NAPS scholarship interview.
In comes a poised young lady,
articulate, speaking faultless
English, accent-free–it’s Brenda,
who was now living in Northumberland County.
“She gave us a lecture on
improving water quality in the
Chesapeake Bay and said she was
planning a degree in environmental sciences,” recalled Lindsey.
“We gave her the scholarship.”
Jump to 2014 when an article
about her NAPS award appeared
in the local press. She got a call
from “the nice lady” who started
the third-grade tutoring class and
had kept in contact with all the
children.
“She found me after 10 years
to congratulate me. She told me
Brenda will graduate next year,
had a full tuition scholarship and
will graduate with no debt,” said
Lindsey. “Along the way we can
all affect people’s lives.
“Having received more phone
calls, emails, cards, people stopping me in the street – it’s been
lovely. And whoever is the recipient of next year’s award, I’ll be the
ﬁrst in line to send congratulations. It made me feel good even
if I don’t quite deserve it. Thank
you.”
Jay Walker is a board member
and publicity chairman of the
Northumberland Association for
Progressive Stewardship.
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Fire claims boat off Windmill Point
%JSSX2EYXMGEXGEYKLX½VISJJ;MRHQMPP4SMRX3GXSFIV8LI'SEWX+YEVHKSX
the captain off the vessel and Virginia Marine Police and TowboatUS responded to
XLI WGIRI XS HIEP [MXL XLI ½VI 'ETXEMR ;E]RI 4EMRXIV ERH %PIEWI 4IVOMRWSR JVSQ
TowboatUS returned when marine police left and attempted to salvage the wreck,
[LMGLTSWIHEXLVIEXXSREZMKEXMSR%PXLSYKLXLI½VIGSRXMRYIHXSFYVRERHVIRHIVIH
the vessel unsalvageable, TowboatUS stayed on scene, to warn mariners of the risk,
YRXMPXLIZIWWIPWYROMRJIIXSJ[EXIVSJJ;MRHQMPP4SMRXVITSVXIH'ETXEMR4EMRXIV

Judge finds probable cause
to send separate charges of rape
and sexual assault to grand jury
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Rape and
sexual assault charges against
a White Stone man were certiﬁed to a grand jury in Lancaster General District Court
last week.
Judge Gordon Wilkins said
he found probable cause in two
separate allegations, one of
felony sexual battery and one
of felony rape. However, he
dismissed an abduction charge
in the rape case.
The grand jury is scheduled
to convene October 24. If a true
bill is issued, trial will be set in
Lancaster Circuit Court.
The accused, Robert Gallicchio, 66, of the 900 block
of Chesapeake Drive, White
Stone, sat quietly during the
testimony of the two women
accusing him.
The ﬁrst victim testiﬁed the
incident happened in August
2012. At the time, she’d known
Gallicchio about three months
and had been out to dinner
with him once before and they
shared a common interest of
both having served in the military.
In her testimony, she said she
had just returned from having
surgery and experimental tests
done at the Mayo Clinic when
Gallicchio invited her to his
home for dinner. After her
arrival, they had a beer on the
porch. She stated Gallicchio
got upset with her for constantly texting her daughter and
a friend during the date. “They
were worried because it was
my ﬁrst time out since the surgery,” she explained.
She told the court she asked
the defendant where the bathroom was and that when she
returned she brought a second
beer for each of them. The last
thing she remembered was
being in the kitchen. “I don’t
remember going to the bedroom.”
The woman testiﬁed she
woke up naked in the defendant’s bed very early the next
morning with pain in her vaginal area. Once she found her
clothes, she followed instructions she learned in a class.
“They said, ‘Don’t make a
bad situation worse...Just get
out.’” She made a hasty retreat
and called her friend and told
him she believed she had been
raped.
Under cross examination,
defense attorney Jeff Mathews

asked, “Did you take your
medication for epilepsy at dinnertime?”
“No. We didn’t have any
dinner,” she replied, adding she
left the medication at home.
According to testimony by
the victim’s friend, Herbert
Pickles Jr., when the victim
called him from her car she
was crying hysterically. He met
her at her home and insisted
she not shower or clean up. The
Lancaster Sheriff’s Department
was contacted and the victim
was taken to St. Mary’s Hospital in Richmond for an examination.
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Robert Cunningham entered
into evidence a certiﬁcate of
analysis from the hospital
which the judge reviewed.
“I did not ﬁnd any evidence
of a date rape drug,” testiﬁed Lancaster sheriff’s chief
investigator Lt. Tim Self about
his visit to Gallicchio’s home.
Self said the defendant told
him they had dinner and were
smoking on the porch when
she came onto him. He said he
wasn’t comfortable and they
went to his bedroom. He denied
raping her and said the sex was
consensual, Self testiﬁed.
The judge then called for
testimony in the second case.
Assistant
Commonwealth’s
Attorney Kenny Kunkle handled the prosecution and started
by dropping felony charges of
attempted rape and abduction
by force of the second victim.
He called only the victim to
testify.
The second victim said she
has known and worked with
Gallicchio for close to ﬁve
years.
“He was a great friend of
mine. We worked together. He
was one of my best friends. I
looked up to Bob,” she said,
adding she’d been at his house
many times.
“Were you ever romantically
involved with Mr. Gallicchio?”
he asked.
“No.”
The victim testiﬁed the incident occurred this past June
after an evening of drinking
and partying with friends.
Rather than drive home, she
called the defendant and asked
if she could stay at his house.
When she arrived he gave her
another drink and made her
some scrambled eggs. After
eating some of the eggs, she
began feeling sick.

NEWS BREAK
Q Restoring rights
The Northumberland Branch NAACP will hold a Restoration
of Rights meeting from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. November 1
at the Northumberland County Community Center, 679 Brown
Store Road, Wicomico Church.
Those who need their rights restored are urged to attend this
meeting.

Q Suicide prevention
The Middle Peninsula-Northern Neck Community Services
Board Prevention Services Division will hold a suicide prevention presentation and task force meeting from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
November 6 at Rappahannock Community College, Glenns
Campus, 12745 College Drive, Saluda.
To register, call 1-888-773-8550 or email prevent@mpnn.
state.va.us.

“I didn’t ﬁnish the eggs. I felt
sick. I was dizzy, light headed,
kind of out of it,” she said.
The victim said she remembered going to the bedroom
alone, shutting the door, kicking off her shoes and lying
down on the bed fully clothed
and falling asleep. She awoke
before daylight and discovered
she was not alone. She testiﬁed
she could hear and feel what the
defendant was doing behind her
but could not move.
“I wanted to (move) in my
head, but I couldn’t,” she testiﬁed. She said her clothes were
not removed.
By daylight, she was able to
function again. She said Gallicchio brought her a cup of coffee
and told her to leave before his
girlfriend came over and found
they had “slept together in the
same bed.”
“What was his demeanor?”
Kunkle asked.
“He was standofﬁsh. Not
normal,” she replied. The victim
then went home and showered.
It was only at the insistence of
her boyfriend, who called from
out of town, that she contacted
the sheriff’s department.
The grand jury will consider
charges of felony rape of the
ﬁrst victim and felony aggravated sexual battery of the
second victim.

The Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information on
three recent break-ins.
On October 8, residents
at 3709 Merry Point Road
reported a break-in at the home
sometime that night between
6:30 and 8:45 p.m. Taken from
the home was a Playstation, an
XBox game and controllers,
ﬁve pairs of tennis shoes, and
a pair of boots.
On October 10, a resident
at 176 Queenstown Road
reported a break-in at the home
sometime between 9 a.m. and 1
p.m. Three ﬁrearms were taken
from the home, including a .38
special, a .22 caliber and a .45
caliber.
On October 13, the Corrottoman Baptist Church was
broken into sometime between
7:30 and 11 a.m.
Report information regarding the person or persons
involved in the break-ins, or
information about the stolen
property to Lancaster County
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers pays rewards up to
$1,000 for information on drug
deals, dealers, stolen property, wanted suspects, abuse
to children or the elderly, suspects breaking into homes or
business or any other criminal
activity taking place or that has
taken place.
Callers do not have to give
their name. A number will be
issued for contact. Callers will
not have to appear in court. The
Crime Line is not a recorded
phone line.
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SUBSCRIBE
IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA
May 5-17, 2015
13 Day Cruise/Tour

EXPLORE CHINA FROM
SHANGHAI TO BEIJING
Don’t miss the spectacular close-up view
of China on a Viking River Cruise.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

NOW THROUGH
DECEMBER 16, 2014

Feather Your Nest
Cindy Lloyd Design
804-333-6463
804-761-3715
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Community Foundation launches
‘Together.Stronger.’ giving campaign

From left are Tom Kinney, De’Avion Lucas, Lisa Hudnall,
Emily Ewell and Earnest Palin.

Kids First Foundation funds
second at risk preschool class
KILMARNOCK—In
response to the need for a
second preschool class for at
risk three-year-olds, the Kids
First Foundation (KFF) has
donated $100,000 to Lancaster
County Public Schools for the
2014-15 school year.
The ﬁrst preschool class,
sponsored by The Wiley Foundation and taught by Cynthia
Bishop, was so successful
that it was full even before
the end of the last school
year, reported KFF president
Tom Kinney. This necessitated prompt action to get the
additional three-year-olds off
a waiting list and into a classroom to give them a boost
toward school readiness.
In addition to learning classroom skills that will prepare
the students for success in
kindergarten and beyond, KFF

provides a nutritional component, with volunteers providing healthy snacks of fresh
fruits and vegetables while
helping the children learn how
they are grown and how they
are peeled, sliced, and eaten,
said Kinney.
KFF is comprised of a
group of residents who have
been raising money from the
community to fund this badly
needed second class, he said.
Their purpose is to eliminate
generational poverty by helping the children to be successful in school and beyond. The
funding will decrease incrementally over the next two
years, after which the ﬁnancial
support will shift 100% to the
school system.
KFF hopes to expand the
program to adjacent counties,
said Kinney.

The Agenda
Local Government News

K I L M A R N O C K — R ive r
Counties Community Foundation (RCCF) board chairman Ronald Mihills recently
announced the launch of a fundraising campaign, Together.
Stronger., in response to the
increasing needs of nonproﬁts
in Northumberland, Lancaster
and Middlesex counties.
Donations can be made online
at rivercountiescf.org, or RCCF,
PO Box 222, Kilmarnock, VA
22482, or call 438-9414.
In recent years, it has become
increasingly clear that, despite
the grand generosity of those
philanthropists who have created charitable funds for the
beneﬁt of the region, the needs
here far exceed the annual revenues available to RCCF, said
Mihills.
For example, there was a
100% increase in the number
of nonproﬁts submitting formal
grant requests from 2013 and
2014. However, and quite striking, the amount of funding
requested increased by 400%,
he said.
In 2014, RCCF awarded
$291,133 in grants to 55 nonproﬁts, continued Mihills.
While a milestone in the nearly
20 years of grantmaking for the
foundation, this only addressed
35 percent of the need.
“Our campaign, Together.
Stronger., is a direct response to
the shortfall between need and
funds available,” Mihills said.
“We need to do better than a 35
percent response to the program

able to respond to new and
changing community needs.
This region is home to many
generous supporters of various nonproﬁts meeting diverse
needs. Many of these organizations are also RCCF grantees.
“Together.Stronger. is not
intended to be a substitute for
donors who have existing relationships with local charities,”
Mihills said. “Its purpose is to
provide an avenue of action for
motivated residents to support
nonproﬁts in a way that makes
the most impact. With professional staff, an informed and
engaged board, and a strong
From left, River Counties Community Foundation grants process, RCCF is truly
advisory board members Bill Vose and Ron Mihills launch in a position to make the impact
Together.Stronger.
Together.Stronger.”
requests of our nonproﬁts.”
RCCF is positioned in the
region to carry out effective and
efﬁcient grantmaking across
three counties and four focus
areas, he said. In partnership
with The Community Foundation Serving Richmond and
Central Virginia, all grantees
are vetted through a due diligence process ensuring that
grants are made to sustainable,
well-managed, and ﬁscally
sound organizations.
Prior to the Together.Stronger. initiative, funding for community grants had come primarily from endowment funds with
speciﬁc geographic and charitable purpose constraints. By
increasing the amount of unrestricted funds, RCCF is better

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources Commission will convene at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, October 28, at VMRC Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.
The VMRC will conduct a public hearing at noon on proposals
to to raise saltwater recreational ﬁshing license fees effective January 1, 2015, and to ensure continuation of core recreational programs,
including recreational ﬁshing law enforcement, the Virginia Saltwater
Tournament, the game ﬁsh tagging program and the artiﬁcial reef program.
According to the State Code, any fee increases for tidal ﬁshery
licenses and permits shall be capped at $5 or a percentage equal to the
increase in the Consumer Price Index calculated from the time the fee
was last set or adjusted, whichever is greater.
Public comments should be provided to Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC
Fisheries Management Division, 2600 Washington Avenue, Third
Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, by noon Monday, October 27.
A SLOWING ECONOMY HAS RESULTED IN THE DISUNION OF PARTNERS OF
ONE OF THE LARGEST ORIENTAL RUG CORPORATIONS IN THE DC
METROPOLITAN AREA. A MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION OF PERSIAN AND
ORIENTAL RUGS HAS BEEN CONSIGNED TO OUR COMPANY FOR
LIQUIDATION PRECEDING.

65% TO 75% OFF
ENTIRE INVENTORY

PERSIAN AND
ORIENTAL RUGS
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AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
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ALL IRANIAN RUGS WERE IMPORTED BEFORE EMBARGO.

Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887
Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

20% off

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

Draperies
Cornices
Valances
Shades
Blinds
Shutters
Upholstery

Free Installation

The
Perfect Gift
Monument committee members, from left, are Irene
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is a member of the committee.

Monument restoration effort
earns statewide recognition
RICHMOND—At the 119th
Virginia Division United
Daughters of the Confederacy
annual convention recently held
in Suffolk, Lancaster County
Chapter 1406 was awarded the
Alice Whitley Jones Banner.
The award is given by the
Division to the Chapter with
the best historical project relating to the Confederate era.
Monument
Restoration
Committee chairman Susan
Hudson accepted the award on
behalf of the chapter.
“I have never been as proud
as I was on Saturday night
when the award was presented,”
said president Jo Ann Fickling.
“The Monument Committee
with the support of the chapter
has done outstanding work over
the last year and a half. Everyone that hears about the monument restoration is amazed at
what has been accomplished in
such a short period of time.”
Lancaster
County
also

received the Virginia Division
award for displaying the best
yearbook at convention. The
money received with this award
will go in support of the chapter’s benevolent activities fund.
At the chapter’s October 15
meeting, the awards were displayed. They will be at all the
meetings for the coming year.
After the normal business session the members ﬁnalized
plans for the Lancaster and
Northumberland County Confederate Monument rededication ceremonies on Saturday,
October 25.
The Northumberland monument ceremony will begin at 10
a.m. at the monument, 72 Monument Place, Heathsville, followed by a reception at Rice’s
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. The
Lancaster ceremony will begin
at 1:30 p.m. at the monument,
8346 Mary Ball Road, followed
by a reception at the Lancaster
Woman’s Club.

The Christmas shopper’s go-to
catalog for the best local
shopping in the Northern Neck
and Middle Peninsula
Over 12,000 copies seen by local shoppers!
Our gift to you:

FREE COLOR IN ALL ADS!
Advertising Deadline: November 7
Publishes: November 20
Call the Rappahannock Record
at (804) 435-1701 or fax 435-2632
or email: mail@rapprecord.com
Call the Southside Sentinel
at (804) 758-2328 or fax 758-5896
or email: wpayne@ssentinel.com
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Churches partner for Habitat Apostle Build
KILMARNOCK—On
October 11, volunteers from
Calvary Baptist and Kilmarnock Baptist churches came
together to work on a Habitat
for Humanity home under construction on Wiggins Avenue in
Kilmarnock
The two congregations were
participating in an Apostle
Build, organized by churches
to demonstrate their commitment to carry out the Christian
mission of service. The home
is being constructed for Ranisha and Jentre Carter, who were
selected last year to partner with
the Lancaster/Northumberland
Habitat for Humanity in building and purchasing the home.
Calvary senior pastor Travis
Copeland said the church’s mission is to be community oriented, meeting the needs of all
people spiritually, physically,
mentally and educationally.
“Calvary Baptist is very
happy to join Kilmarnock
Baptist in this wonderful community gift of helping a young
couple become ﬁrst-time home
owners,” said Copeland.
In addition to sending volunteers to work on the Wiggins
Avenue home, the churches

3GXSFIVA5

Grab the Record app
for your Apple or
Android devices!
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783
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Church work with Ranisha Branch-Carter to construct Branch-Carter’s new Habitat
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provided ﬁnancial support to
purchase materials for use at
the building site.
“We are most grateful to
their generosity, and we always
welcome assistance from
other churches, civic and busi-

ness groups and individuals,”
said Habitat board president
Nan Flynn. “Together we are
making a permanent positive
impact one home at a time,
one neighborhood at a time.”
The Wiggins Avenue site

has team leaders on site every
Tuesday and Thursday from 8
a.m. to noon, said Flynn. Individual volunteers and organizations wishing to sponsor a
day of construction are urged
to call 435-3461.

Town tables proposed recreation center permit
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock town council on
October 20 tabled a zoning
permit request for a kids’ recreational center at 544 North Main
Street, which formerly housed
The Earth Store.
The application was submitted
by Phillip Lee of Mr. Giggles Fun
House. He is seeking authorization to use the site for birthday
parties, video games, seasonal
outdoor water slides, play areas,
and inﬂatable play houses. David
Cheek, who owns the property,
came to the council meeting to
support the idea.
“Mr. Lee brings something different,” said Cheek. “He brings a

something that we’ve never had
in town before.”
Council members raised questions about adult supervision,
inspections and water management. The seasonal water slide,
as described in Lee’s application, would draw water from the
town’s water system all day when
open, which would ﬁll a pool at
the bottom before being allowed
to overﬂow onto the ground.
Council also raised questions
Phillip Lee of Mr. Giggles about whether building inspec*YR,SYWI½IPHWUYIWXMSRW tors must visit the inﬂatable fun
from the town council.
houses before operation each
day.
business model and a business
Lee said the business would
plan that will help our commu- have an age limit of 13 and close
nity. It will help the kids in the at 9 p.m. Two employees would
community, and I think it shows be in the play area to supervise

at all times, and parents or someone responsible for the children
would have to stay with the children at all times. He hopes to be
open by the beginning of 2015.
“It’s a great idea, just revisit
that slide that’s in your proposal,”
said council member Chris
Allen.
“And ﬁnd out about those
inﬂatables,” added vice mayor
Becky Nunn.
The council voted to table
the application until next month
while Lee addresses those questions.
Kilmarnock’s town code
allows recreational facilities like
Mr. Giggles Fun House in its
commercial district, but requires
a public hearing for them.

Now Open Tues-Friday 10-5 Sat 10-2
Fifth Free Friday on October 31st
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Because You Are Polite...
Let’s Talk Manners
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Rappahannock Record Halloween Special
come visit us on Halloween dressed In Your
costume, Get a Free Paper and Be
Entered Into a drawing
For a Free one Year Subscription!
The Record Employees will
Be Having a costume contest
so come By and See us!
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“Sir?” Is using them still desired?
0MRHE;LMXI7XSRI
Dear Linda,
I’ll never forget the mom who earnestly asked me, “Are you
going to try to teach my son to say ‘ma’am’ and ‘sir?’ If so, I
don’t want him in your manners class!”
She seemed to believe that her son would be warped by exposure to a manner of address that is now hanging on by its polite
toenails. She is not alone.
This aversion to using ma’am and sir is in part a carryover from
the time when the forms of address were used to separate classes.
Ladies and gentlemen of respectable lineage were addressed by
slaves, servants, shopkeepers and the gentry in what was considered a respectful way. Although never truly popular in the North,
as much of society moves away from class distinctions, the use
of ma’am and sir has remained primarily in the South, where it is
still often used as an honoriﬁc or term of esteem.
But even in the South it is losing ground. Many adults take the
terms as subtle comment on their age. I have often heard women
exclaim, “Oh, don’t call me ‘ma’am;’ it makes me feel so old!”
And so, the poor child who has meant well is embarrassed by his
effort to show respect.
My advice is to relax and bow to Peggy Post’s guidance—sir
and ma’am are never used between people of equal age and
status, except on rare occasions such as when one doesn’t know
the other’s name. It is perfectly polite, however, for a salesperson
to call a customer sir or ma’am or a younger person to address an
older one in such fashion.
And, truthfully now, couldn’t we all use a little more respect?
Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact
her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becauseyouarepolite.com. RSVP!
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by Ginger Philbrick

8:30am - 12:30pm
Boys and Girls Club
of the Northern Neck
HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

CommunityForum
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Mosher is
for women

Halloween’s a-coming! Black vultures on Old Fairgrounds Way, Kilmarnock.

Photo by John Roberts
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the October 21, 1904 issue
of the Virginia Citizen)

Irvington
R. B. Broun spent Sunday night at Editor
Lee’s home here.
Mrs. Mary Leland, of Ottoman, is here visiting her relatives.
Garry Messick and Freddie Gunby are suffering after the manner of Job.
Little Mary Towill gave a birthday party
Saturday to some little friends.
W. H. Merchant, of Fredericksburg, is keeping books for Irving Oyster Co.
Charlie Mitchell is clerking for the Irvington Packing Co., at James’ Wharf.
Judge Ewell and Capt. J. F. Bellows were
here Friday attending meeting of Bank Directors.

Millenbeck
Miss Irene Blakemore left Friday last for
Baltimore, where she will remain for a short
while.
E. F. Haynie, of Mollusk, was in our village
on Saturday last.
The little children here seemed to enjoy the
picnic given them on Friday last by the Millenbeck Sunday school.
The Odd Fellows of this place have moved
into their new hall at Ottoman.
Capt. Jno. Phillips was seen in this place to
sell a load of James River oysters.
P. D. Stevens has opened his shucking house
near here.
J. E. Connellee was in Baltimore on business this week.
Miss Mabel Warren has returned to her
brother’s, W. H. Warren, after a short stay with
her sister, Mrs. C. M. Beane, near Mollusk.

October 23, 2014
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Caught On The Fly
George H. McGuire and family, of Kinsale,
have moved to Washington.
Capt. B. L. Potter, of Byrdton, is ﬁshing in
lower Middlesex, with Lot as Headquarters.
Norfolk’s big horse show begins next Tuesday, and holds four days. It will be a sight
worth seeing.
Sunday and Monday mornings developed
heavy white frosts even to the edge of saltwater courses.

Kilmarnock
Lancaster’s fair directors met here yesterday.
We look for a big time November 9, 10 and 11.
William, the little son of Mr. and Mrs. W. B.
Demby, after a long seige of sickness passed
into the Great Beyond on Sunday. The little
body was interred Tuesday at the Methodist
chapel in Bluff Point. A large concourse of
friends of the family attended the obsequies.
There will be a dance in the town hall here on
Monday night next. Music by Professor Frank.
J. B. Cralle has bought the home place of W.
Hartwell Hughlett, the latter having removed to
Baltimore.

Whealton (Morattico)
Capt. J. H. Whealton will leave in a few days
for the Eastern Shore, prospecting with a view
to buying some seaside oyster stock.
Capt. E. B. Blackman, of the Whealton Packing Co., came down Monday from Baltimore
for a day or so.
Capt. A. E. Potter and Earnest Gosley are putting up an addition to Capt. H. C. Glenn’s oyster
house.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Library)

Boys & Girls Club official will address Lancaster Democrats
The Lancaster County Democratic Committee will meet Monday, October 27, at Bank of Lancaster northside branch, 432 North Main Street. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for a pre-meeting
social. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
The agenda will include updates for the Mosher and Warner campaigns, progress on a membership drive and plans for Election Day, reported president Bob Prescott.
The featured speaker will be Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck executive director and
chief professional ofﬁcer Phillip Mumford. He will share the club’s story, said Prescott.
The meeting is open to all. Snacks will be provided.

When women succeed,
America succeeds. But, for
years, the women of the First
Congressional District have
been under-served and underrepresented in Congress.
Since he came to Congress,
Rob Wittman has consistently
voted against the interests of
women. He has voted “No” on
equal pay for equal work, child
care assistance for working
moms, paid family and medical leave, strengthening the
Violence Against Women Act,
and the GI Bill that helps servicewomen retrain for jobs in
our communities.
Women deserve better.
Women deserve a representative who will ﬁght for them,
and not just vote as his Republican leaders want him to in
their war on women.
On November 4, we have a
chance to send a Representative to Congress who will
fully represent the interests of
women in the First District by
electing Norm Mosher to Congress.
I support Norm Mosher
because he stands up for
women. From equal pay to
women’s reproductive rights
and protection from domestic
violence, Norm Mosher disagrees with Wittman’s wrongheaded positions against fair
and equal treatment of women.
Norm believes that women
deserve equal rights, equal pay
and equal opportunity. Norm
will ﬁght for women’s reproductive rights and their right to
protection from abuse.
Norm knows that when
women succeed, America succeeds. On November 4, please
join me in supporting Norm
Mosher for Congress.
Dianne Carter de Mayo,
Hayes

Relevance?
Last week a writer recommended voting for the congressional challenger because, unlike
the incumbent, the challenger
believes in anthropogenic global
warming (AGW). The writer,
obviously also a proponent of
AGW, bases this recommendation partly on recent publicly
expressed concern by various
government agencies.
However, these government
agencies are likely merely lipsynching the administration position, as was done earlier about
terrorism in Benghazi.
Even NASA joined the act by
announcing that 2012 was the
ninth warmest year on record
since 1880. Certainly it is not surprising that global temperature
maximums in recent years rank
high among all years since 1880,
but, there has been no additional
warming for almost two decades.
NASA’s announcement hardly
compares, in importance, with
the two-decade hiatus in temperature increase.
Also, since 2013 was not mentioned, as it evidently would have
been if ranked eighth or lower,
it’s evidently now cooling. Either
that, or there is so little difference
lately in year-to-year temperature change that the difference is

meaningless. Which is it?
Comparison of annual temperatures is meaningless if the
difference between one year and
another is miniscule. Very small
differences will be swamped by
the magnitude of the error introduced in arriving at the annual
temperature.
Why is there any error?
Some land-based temperature
recording stations capture data
every hour. Other stations may
record only the maximum and
minimum over an entire day,
so interim temperatures must
be estimated. Stations in urban
areas must be manually adjusted
to eliminate the Urban Heat
Island (UHI) effect. Some stations may not remain operational
24/7. There are also other issues.
Readers may want to ask the
challenger why NASA thinks
their recent report is relevant.
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Keep your doctor,
change Senator
After six years of President
Obama’s administration, our
economy is stuck in neutral and
the world is on ﬁre. Because of
the President’s failures, little
attention is currently given to the
Affordable Care Act, also known
as Obamacare.
Remember the claim “If you
like your doctor, you can keep
your doctor” or “The average
cost per family will go down
$2,500?” The administration
knew these claims were not possible for most people at the time.
Nevertheless, Sen. Warner provided the needed vote to make
Obamacare the law of the land.
Most readers will remember
last year’s disaster roll-out of
Obamacare. This year, Obamacare’s “second shoe” will drop
immediately after the election.
President Obama arbitrarily
changed the law to hide its
impact as Healthcare.gov rates
will be coming out a week after
the election. How convenient.
Expect higher costs. Information now available indicates a
percentage increase in premiums up to the double digit range.
Deductibles are also increasing,
some up to $3,000 for single
coverage and $6,000 for family
coverage.
Obamacare also acts as a
wet blanket on the U.S. job
market. This is because it is
one of the largest tax increases
in U.S. history, it increases the
cost of employing workers, and
it encourages many workers
to drop out of the workforce.
The nonpartisan CBO recently
released data that underscores
our halting economic progress.
A vote for Mark Warner will
continue Obamacare’s attack on
the the world’s most advanced
health care and the American
economy. By voting for Ed Gillespie as our Senator, we will
move closer to policies that put
patients ﬁrst and provide for real
choice and affordable options. A
market-based reform that takes
health care decisions out of the
hands of political appointees and
bureaucrats will increase quality
of care, lower costs and increase
job opportunities.
Ronald Benson,
Merry Point

Vote for Gillespie
Ed Gillespie has run a positive
campaign for the U.S. Senate. He
has good suggestions for a better
health care system than Obamacare. He proposes ways to get
folks back to work by removing
regulations that make it nearly
impossible to start a business and
by reducing corporate taxes so
the U.S. can compete with other
countries that have a lower corporate tax.
When Ed was an aide to Congressman Dick Armey, he was the
principal drafter of the Contract
with America in 1994. This led to
one of the most successful Congresses ever.
Incumbent Sen. Mark Warner
is one of the richest men in Congress, worth $96 million to $419
million according to his personal
ﬁnancial ﬁlings.
In a TV ad, Warner criticizes
Gillespie because for a short
time he was part of a D.C. lobbying ﬁrm. A lobbying ﬁrm does
not necessarily obtain exclusive
ﬁnancial information or a place
on the board of a company. The
Warner ad used to smear Gillespie says the company earned
$700,000 from Enron. The fee
went to the ﬁrm, not to Gillespie
personally. The ﬁrm for which
Gillespie had worked was a bipartisan one, and that was 13 years
and four jobs ago. Sen. Warner at
one time owned stock in the same
company.
Much of Gillespie’s working
career had been in helping others
get elected. He headed the Republican National Committee and the
Republican Party of Virginia. He
knows Virginia and would support our Commonwealth, appreciating its history, traditional values
and right to work. He is against
forced unionism, which could
cause businesses to go elsewhere.
Warner on the other hand voted to
kill a Right to Work Amendment
in the Congress.
Vote to Keep Virginia a vibrant,
independent state. Vote for Ed
Gillespie for Senate.
Joan F. Blackstone,
White Stone

7LEVMRK½WGEP
responsibilities
In a letter published in the
October 16 Record, Republican
budget cuts over the last decade
were blamed for our not being
prepared for the recent Ebola outbreak.
According to the U.S. Treasury
website, from ﬁscal year 20042013 federal outlays (in constant
2009 dollars) increased from
$2.61 trillion to $3.23 trillion.
Outlays decreased in only three
years—2010, 2012 and 2013.
When the 2010 budget was
prepared in 2009, the Democrats
controlled the House, the Senate
and the White House. For 2012
and 2013 Republicans controlled
the House while Democrats controlled the Senate and the White
House.
All federal spending must be
authorized by the House and
Senate and approved by the president.
If there was, in fact, a conscious
decision to not fund Ebola preparedness, the Democrats share
at least 50% of the responsibility.
Tom Probst,
Wicomico Church

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

F

or many students grammar is a task, hardly
a topic for enlivened conversation. For
a few individuals it is a compelling interest.
They are the folks who like to play with words
as a kitten plays with a ball of string, always
fascinated by new nuances and unusual constructions.
The most interesting grammatical chats that
I have had were with Mrs. Ellen Lee, whom
I called Auntie, who worked at the Rappahannock Record for over 30 years. Perhaps
her enthusiasm came from all those years of
observing Mr. J. E. Currell, who published the
paper for seven decades, and who was another
proponent of correct expression.
Auntie delighted in parsing letters and articles, intrigued by the expressions the writers
had used. She could give a veritable discourse
on the difference between “lie” and “lay,” and
was horriﬁed when the two were confused.
She particularly enjoyed dissecting a sentence
that had been written with an air of pomposity, and she would refer to such writers as “our
cultured friends.”
Spelling went hand in hand with

Giving advice, in any
form, be it grammatical or
romantic, came easily for
Auntie. She specialized in
offering encouragement
to those about to commit
matrimony. I know; I was
one of her beneﬁciaries.
grammar. She could spell any word in the
English language that was put before her, and
had she not grown up in rural Mitchell’s Station in Culpeper County, but rather in a large
urban environment, she probably would have
been a spelling bee champion.
Auntie liked to wax philosophical at times.
In 1975, when she was 58, she told me she
only wanted to live another 10 years, to which
I replied, “Don’t say that.” Thereafter, she

often repeated the wish every couple of years.
I recall her saying it in 1983, but this time I
had the upper hand in my retort, by saying
“I’m so happy to hear you say that.” Shocked,
she replied, “You are?” I said, “Yes, you have
been saying that since 1975; I thought you
only had two years left.”
Giving advice, in any form, be it grammatical or romantic, came easily for Auntie.
She specialized in offering encouragement to
those about to commit matrimony. I know; I
was one of her beneﬁciaries. Had she combined her love of grammar with her ability to steady the keel in times of transition,
particularly concerning matters of the heart,
she could have had a nationally syndicated
column. Instead, she preferred to parcel out
her admonitions on a one on one basis, and
was an unofﬁcial monitor for all canine and
feline behavior that she noticed. Perhaps I
should say for all human behavior towards
dogs and cats.
A few years before she died in 1998, Auntie
moved to a retirement home in Newport News
to be near her son and daughter-in-law, Char-

lie and Anita Lee. Although geographically
removed, she continued her usual close watch
on every development regarding the Northern
Neck.
On Monday of this week her grandson,
David, and his wife, Kristina, presented a
new generation of Lees with the birth of their
ﬁrst child, a daughter named Emerson. When
I learned the news I began to wonder if this
child would inherit her great-grandmother’s
uncanny talent to know what to say in any
situation, as well as her abiding interests in
animals and everything grammatical.
When I reﬂect on all that I learned from
Auntie, I think most frequently of her composure in avidly following the evolving human
condition. She was unﬂustered by human
frailty and stupidity, remaining one who could
see something good in almost anybody, even
if she saw more negative than positive in the
same individual. Auntie was a come-here
from the Shenandoah Valley, and she never
truly severed her ties there, but she became
a Northern Neck original. May her newest
descendent inherit those very same qualities.
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Do you remember?
This 1952 image shows the Lee Theatre in White Stone
[MXL X[S YRMHIRXM½IH TISTPI 8LI FYMPHMRK MW RS[
SGGYTMIHF],74VMRXMRK-JER]SRIGERMHIRXMJ]XLIX[S
TISTPIMRXLITLSXSGEPP/MPQEVRSGO1YWIYQTVIWMHIRX
Carroll Lee Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do you remember?”
MWEGSQQYRMX]WIVZMGISJXLIQYWIYQ

‘Duck’ to the rescue

by Bill Kopcsak
went recently to the Claybrook Baptist Church Cemetery in
Weems to visit the grave of someone I knew long ago. No one
was in the church ofﬁce or on the property so it took a while to
ﬁnd his marker tucked away behind many others. The tombstone
reads: LANCASTER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT–SERGEANT
DONALD C. BENSON–JUNE 3, 1947-NOVEMBER 5, 1981.
I believe he is looking down and hope he recalls our adventure
together in the fall of 1975.
October nights in Virginia can be downright creepy and that
night, close to Halloween, was no different. I was on my way home
from court in Norfolk. Dark clouds blocked all moonlight and a
mist rose from the earth. It was easy to imagine ghosts and goblins,
especially since it was just after midnight. I had given up ﬂashing
the car lights from high to low and low to high. Visibility through
the mist seemed better on low beams. Moisture was forming on
the car hood. I set the windshield blades on a delayed sweep. There
I was, on an isolated two lane road just about to cross the Norris
Bridge over the Rappahannock River. No signs of life. My headlights were the only lights in the area. I hadn’t seen another vehicle
for the past 15 minutes.
I knew that after crossing the bridge, it would be a short drive to
my home where I looked forward to a good night’s sleep. Then I
spotted it. Twenty feet from the road’s edge, on the passenger side
of my car, was what appeared to be a body. Was I seeing things?
It was late. I was tired. Maybe I’d seen a deer, a dog, somebody’s
trash, and not a body.
I made a u-turn in a farmer’s lane. Then heading away from the
bridge I could barely see what looked like a man, face down on
the ground. Another u-turn and, now heading back towards the
bridge, I drove slower. Deﬁnitely it was a man with short cropped
hair, dressed in white and covered in blood. I lowered the window
on the passenger side then blew the horn. Nothing! No sound or
movement. Had he been hit by a car? The body was probably too
far off the road for that to have occurred. Had he been mugged and
were his assailants nearby? Both were possibilities. Had he been
murdered elsewhere and his body dumped along this country road?
That was also possible.
This was a crime scene. I made the quick decision to drive to the
toll booth on the Lancaster County side of the bridge. The toll collector with his telephone would be there. And, this was the time of
night when state troopers or other police ofﬁcers often congregated
at the toll booth.
Ignoring the speed limit, I sped over the two mile long bridge.
On the Lancaster County side, I felt relief seeing a county police
car and a deputy I recognized, Donald Benson. Lots of folks called
him “Duck.” I had spoken with him many times at the courthouse
and in the sheriff’s ofﬁce. When I told him what I had just seen,
his face tightened with concern. “Come on, Bill. Get in my car and
show me where the body is.” He sped over the bridge ignoring the
speed limit.
“Duck, slow down, we’re almost there.” He lowered his window
and drove more slowly. “Good Lord!” he said when he spotted
the body. He drove past the scene, made a u-turn, and stopped. He
reached in front of me, pulled a revolver out of the glove compartment, and handed it to me. “I don’t know what we’ll ﬁnd but you
need to be ready. It’s loaded. All you have to do is pull the trigger.”
I thought, Pull the trigger! What am I doing here? I’m just a lawyer.
He reached for a large ﬂashlight. “I’ll stop the car just before we
get to it.” Ever so slowly, he started driving towards the body. The
mist seemed thicker. I wondered where is the full moon when we
need it? The cruiser slowed. Duck got out and said to stand by the
passenger door. His pistol was drawn and with the ﬂashlight in his
other hand, he swept the area behind and around the body. “Hello,
hello, are you all right?” No movement or sound. The body was
prostrate on the ground, head and shirt smeared in blood. Duck
approached it, “Hello, are you all right?” Still no movement or
response. I stood by the car, holding the pistol, my darting eyes
searching the area, but keeping a watch on Duck.
Step by step in the damp grass, he approached the body. Suddenly it made a loud gurgling sound. Duck halted. The bloody head
rose. Snot dripped in a steady stream from his nose to the ground.
“Damn it, Charlie (name has been changed). You drunken slob.”
“Hey Bill, it’s the town drunk. Smells like he drank every beer
in the county.” Duck said to get back in his car, that he would drive
me over the bridge, then come back for Charlie and drive him to
the jail.
A week later at the courthouse, I ran into Duck. We laughed
about our Halloween adventure. He said Charlie had slept it off in
the jail that night and had no idea how he had gotten so bloodied.
Duck said later Charlie called the sheriff and claimed his wallet
was missing. He thought maybe Duck or I might have taken it. The
sheriff had told Duck that maybe Charlie had been rolled but not by
a deputy or lawyer. I never saw or heard of drunken Charlie again.
The last time I saw Duck was at the 7-Eleven convenience store
in the town of White Stone. My 4-year-old daughter was with me.
“Sara, this is Ofﬁcer Benson,” I said. “He’s a police ofﬁcer. You
better be good.” Duck smiled, leaned over to shake my daughter’s
hand, and said, “Bill, we don’t want Sara to be afraid of the police.
We want her to like and trust us.”
A few days later, Duck was shot and killed in Lancaster County
while attempting to serve a court order for an emergency mental
health evaluation. He was only 34 and left behind a wife and two
small children. I only hope he knows how grateful we are for his
service. (To view his Ofﬁcer Down Memorial Page, go on the
Internet to Donald Benson, Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department.)
Bill Kopcsak is a retired Lancaster County attorney who resides
with his wife, Pat, in Weems.
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Sen. Warner
is there for us

Mosher
for leadership

It is well known and disappointing that most members of
Congress aren’t looking out for
us. It seems that these politicians are mostly interested in
promoting their own careers
and have lost touch with the
people at home in their state or
districts. That is not so for Sen.
Mark Warner.
I can speak from personal
experience that Sen. Warner
and his staff are dedicated to
Virginia and its citizens. In
early 2013, at a particularly
difﬁcult time in my life, I had
a problem with a government
agency that I had been trying
to resolve through letters and
emails for months, but to no
avail.
The response from this
agency was that we are looking into “it” and will get back
to you. After almost six months
of the unresolved issue continuing, I wrote Sen. Warner’s
ofﬁce explaining the situation.
Upon receipt of my letter in the
senator’s ofﬁce, the unresponsive agency was contacted and
I received a phone call from a
representative of that agency,
with an apology. Two weeks
later my problem had been
resolved.
Sen. Warner did not let my
problem go unanswered. He
didn’t let me down and will not
let Virginia citizens down. He
will be at the forefront of any
issue we face, building bipartisan support to address it and to
ﬁnd a solution.
He proved to me that he cares
about our individual problems
as well as the problems that we
face together in Virginia. He
is willing to put in another six
years of hard work for Virginia.
Let’s keep him working for us.

We are seldom given the opportunity to vote for a candidate who
possesses the qualities envisioned
by our founding fathers for those
who would represent us in Congress.
This year, voters in the First
District have that opportunity
and they should not miss it. They
should vote for Norm Mosher.
Many of us are hard wired
to vote in every election for a
Republican and others for anyone
who is a Democrat—no thinking
or choosing involved at all. Issues,
facts and analysis, exactly what
Norm Mosher brings to the table
are just too burdensome to consider. That is exactly why we need
him.
Our increasingly complex and
integrated world contains threats
and dangers that our founding
fathers could not have anticipated and we have never experienced. We need someone with a
breadth of experience, leadership,
knowledge and commitment suitable to deal with the problems of
the times.
Norm Mosher has a superior
grasp of the issues and deep experience in the workings of government and the military. He would
be fully committed to making policies that beneﬁt the poor, needy
and students. He would come to
grips with climate change and
would promote policies that
enhance the security of Americans. He has in-depth knowledge
of economics and economic
policy issues. He has been chosen
for leadership positions on the
national level as well as in the
community in which he now
resides. Norm would seem the
perfect candidate.
While disadvantaged against
a well-funded incumbent, with
hard work Norm Mosher has won
over and energized important and
large constituencies. He has made
himself the thinking man’s and
woman’s candidate. It is now up
to us as voters to make him our
congressman.

Janice Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Fundamentally
transforming
America indeed
Six years ago Barrack
Obama told worshipping
audiences he intended to
“…fundamentally transform
America.”
At that time, America was
by any measure the greatest,
most powerful, richest country in the world. Things have
changed.
Countries who were our
closest friends and allies no
longer trust our leadership.
Our president has proclaimed
America is not a Christian
country and the Muslim religion is a religion of peace.
Millions are out of work and
welfare and food stamps are
an acceptable way of life for
many.
Our borders are welcome
stations for illegal immigrants. Most lucky Americans
who still have jobs experienced a signiﬁcant reduction
in the purchasing power of
their paychecks.
Our once formidable military, the greatest the world
has known, is reduced to
pre-World War II levels.
Our proud 101st Screaming Eagles Airborne troops
are being sent to West Africa
to carry bed pans for Ebola
patients.
Many now say the president
is incompetent. Others say he
is quite competent because
he has accomplished exactly
what he set out to do: “fundamentally transform America.”
Virginians will vote for
Sen. Mark Warner, a far-left
Democrat and major supporter of the president, or
Ed Gillespie, a conservative
Republican who will work to
restore America’s greatness.
President Obama has two
more years to ﬁnish bringing
our country down to size. If
you want this, vote for Sen.
Warner.
But if you want our country to regain its strength and
former position as a strong,
rich country and leader of the
free world, vote for Ed Gillespie.
It is common for many
people to believe their vote
will not count or both candidates are the same. Sometimes this may be true, but
not this time.
Garey Conrad,
Urbanna

Choose Gillespie

David G. Davies,
Irvington

During Mark Warner’s time
in ofﬁce, our country has set
many records.
The number of Americans
receiving food stamps has set
a record, exceeding 45 million.
The number of Americans on
disability has set a record at
nearly 11 million. The number
of Americans not in the labor
force has set a record at 92
million. It has been 38 years
since so few Americans were
gainfully employed.
Our economy is in shambles
and Mark Warner has voted
with President Obama 97%
of the time. Mark Warner has
advocated ﬁscal responsibility
but while in ofﬁce he has voted
for $7,000,000,000,000 in new
debt and $1,000,000,000,000
in new taxes.
Mark Warner has been in
lock step with the Obama
administration by continuing
the war on coal and affordable
energy. Sen. Warner supports
the Cap and Trade system
and has voted to unleash the
power of the EPA with new
job killing regulations that
will destroy the coal ﬁred
power plants.
Mark Warner cast the deciding vote on Obama Care, the
single biggest failure in recent
memory.
Remember the mantra we
heard over and over again, “If
you like your health care, you
can keep your health care,”
and “Your health care costs
will go down on average by
$2,500.” What lies; what a
shame Sen. Warner can take
credit for destroying the best
health care system in the
world.
Virginians, you have a
choice at the ballot box. Ed
Gillespie has a simple, ﬁve
point plan: Repeal Obama
Care, Unleash American
Energy, Education Reform,
Tax and Regulatory Relief,
and Balanced Budget Amendment.
Ben Hudson,
Montross

Let’s support
Rob Wittman
Republicans might control
the U.S. Senate in January.
If that happens, we need to
be sure the House of Representatives, where all budget
bills must originate, remains
in conservative hands. A conservative-dominated
House
can help rescue our ﬂoundering nation by sending solid,
responsible legislation to the
Senate.
In the past several years, the
Democrat-controlled Senate
has refused to vote on bills
passed by the House–with the
result that there is gridlock in
Washington.
Congressman Rob Wittman
certainly deserves to remain in
his seat.
He supports a balanced
budget
amendment,
and
cosponsored a bill which
requires zero-based budgeting.
Under this act, federal agencies
would be held accountable, by
assuming the baseline budget
of each agency is zero–and
each new expenditure must be
justiﬁed as if it were new.
He believes in and supports the U.S. Constitution. He
cosponsored the Enumerated
Powers Act that requires each
new bill introduced in Congress to have a statement of
Constitutional authority–what
a concept.
There is plentiful evidence
that the federal government
lacks accountability. Just look
at Obamacare, Benghazi, and
the GSA and IRS scandals.
Wittman has joined in several
Amicus Briefs to weigh in
with the Supreme Court and
the Judicial Branch on such
issues. We need more such
accountability in Washington
and Rob Wittman is ﬁghting to
impose it.
Let’s support the person
who is working for us in Congress. Let’s support Rob Wittman for Congress on November 4.
Larry B. Kile,
King George

BUNDLE UP WITH TRANE AND
END THE HOME TEMPERATURE BATTLES!

BETTER

TOGETHER
BUNDL E

BUY A COMPLETE SYSTEM
AND SAVE UP TO

1,000

$

*

Tired of ﬁghting hot vs. cold temperature battles in your home? Trane invites you to
solve this problem with a great deal on a bundled heating and air conditioning system
purchase. Take control of your comfort and budget today … and make your home a
more comfortable place to live for many years to come.

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

804-435-5726
*See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Trade-in allowances
from $100 up to $1000 valid on qualifying systems only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void
where prohibited. Offer expires 11/15/2014.
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Vote for Warner
and Mosher

Embrace our
Constitution

It is getting tiresome to hear
people talking about “taking the
country back.” That’s another one
of those mindless slogans that
get thrown around by a group of
people who like to throw bricks at
the government.
Anyone who has that attitude
should think about family members who went to school on the
GI bill, or beneﬁted from having
a Social Security check, Medicare or Medicaid.
Do we want good roads, sound
bridges, clean water and safe
medications? Is it that you do not
like regulations? Think about that
when you wait on the runway to
take off or when you buy a new
car. Do you like the idea that
Wall Street and big banks invest
money carelessly so we can have
another ﬁnancial crisis?
We should push back on the
idea that we need no government. We need a well functioning
government and we will never
have one if short-sighted people
stay in Washington. They have
cut back on important medical
research and education, both vital
for our economic growth and our
national security. They refuse to
face the reality of climate change.
They don’t care if Americans
have a decent wage, and they
would like to privatize social
security, creating a very unsafe
place for your retirement money.
They have no interest in making
our health care system work. It is
time to tell these people to move
on.
Our district has two outstanding candidates, Mark Warner
and Norm Mosher. They both
have had business experience.
They both believe in a balanced
approach to solving problems
and that is what we very much
need at this moment. Do get out
and vote for them.

It has been said that our Constitution is no longer appropriate for modern times. Indeed,
President Obama stated: “We
can no longer rely on a rulebook
made a few centuries ago.” The
reasoning is that new times call
for new rules.
What are the proposed “new”
rules? They are socialism, communism and the same old collectivist rationale that is as old as
civilization itself. In the history
of the world our Constitution is a
newly developed concept. There
have been attempts of such in the
past, but they have been shortlived and/or limited.
It was believing in individual
responsibility and that the proper
purpose of government is to protect our inherent rights that gave
birth to our Constitution.
Other ruling documents spell
out what government can do.
Our Constitution is unique in
spelling out what government
cannot do, thereby protecting
people’s inherent rights from
governmental rulings
For thousands of centuries
there have been people who are
just as capable as Americans
today. Yet, they lived in poverty.
Royalty’s life in the past doesn’t
begin to compare with that of the
poorest in America today. America has been great not because of
what government has done but
because of what it has not done.
But, we have gone far aﬁeld
from the principles our Constitution was founded upon. We have
been the recipients of the most
privileged life, one beyond the
imagination of past times and
the envy of the world today.
Yet, we are throwing it away.
Unless, or until, we once again
embrace the principles embodied in individualism, and adhere
to our Constitution, we will leave
a very sad heritage to future generations.

Mary Lloyd Lay,
Irvington

If we are not the home of the the job done.
brave, we will no longer remain
He knows that good governthe land of the free.
ment requires dialogue and
Sue Long, debate—not dogmatic devotion
North to ideology.
Join Veterans
Join Veterans for Mosher
and
vote for Norm Mosher on
for Mosher
November 4.
Tom Parrish, USMC (retired),
Virginia’s First District needs a
Weems
congressman with the work ethic
to be a full time, proactive repre- Grateful for
sentative of our military families
and veterans. Rob Wittman is not Rob Wittman
that man.
As a military retiree, I am grateBeing a congressman requires ful for Rob Wittman’s continubuilding bi-partisan relationships ing commitment to support both
and working those relationships active duty military and retirees.
during work days stretching into
In order to fulﬁll the constilate evenings. Really serving tutional duty to “provide for the
our military families and veter- common defence,” Wittman has
ans requires working the hours opposed tactics that would hold
necessary to craft and pass good military funding hostage for
legislation, not, like Wittman, just political gain. As a member of the
responding to constituent letters. House Armed Services CommitSecond, slave to ideology, Wit- tee, he works to ensure that our
tman consistently gives partisan military is fully manned, trained
dogma precedence over the needs and equipped.
of veterans and military families.
He opposes draconian cuts
While Wittman simply joined in defense budgets. Additional
the right wing chorus using cuts in the defense budget would
TRICARE to attack the Afford- destroy the effectiveness of our
able Care Act, Rep Ike Skelton’s ﬁghting forces.
Furthermore, Wittman ﬁghts
coalition—including one Republican, James Langvei—not Rob for fair compensation and benWittman—pragmatically spon- eﬁts for active duty military. He
sored and passed the TRICARE opposes reducing access to comAfﬁrmation Act. Putting corpo- missaries and cutting back housrate proﬁts ahead of protecting ing allowances. Our servicemen
military families, Wittman voted and women and their families
against expanding the Consumer deserve nothing less.
Financial Protection Bureau bill
For veterans, he opposes
to strengthen oversight of payday increases in TRICARE premiums.
lenders near military bases.
He has also been outspoken in his
Norm Mosher will both build efforts to help free up the claims
legislation to support military backlogs in VA hospitals. And he
families and veterans, and answer is working against changing bentheir correspondence. A retired eﬁts in retirement pay.
Naval Ofﬁcer with 26 years of
Wittman works for many other
active service, he knows how policy stands that I support, from
long deployments, frequent health care reform to stopping
moves, and ﬁnancial challenges government overreach. There are
impact military families. He many reasons to support his reknows, having served Senators election. Please join me in voting–
Nunn and John Warner, that the again–for Rob Wittman for Conlegislative process isn’t a com- gress.
Frank Smith,
muter’s 9 to 5 job and is willing
Morattico
to work the hours it takes to get

Demand Mosher
Are you happy with this Congress? If the answer’s “no,” then
isn’t it time for a change? Isn’t it
time to invest in our own infrastructure, creating good, wellpaying jobs here at home, and
thereby increasing the demand
for goods and services which will
grow the economy and broaden
the tax base?
We can do these things and
more with vision, conﬁdence,
and political will. But, where is
incumbent Rob Wittman’s political will to think independently?
He consistently votes lockstep
with the most extreme members
of his party.
Why has he voted twice to
privatize Social Security, and
twice to end Medicare? Why has
he and his party voted 52 times to
repeal the Affordable Care Act?
Several weeks ago, he joined
with just 12% of his colleagues
including the conservative fringe
to shut down the government. He
has supported shutting down the
government twice and he will do
it again, despite the fact it hurts
our service men and women
overseas.
On veterans’ issues, in 2013
Wittman voted against a measure
that would have reduced the veterans’ disability claim backlog.
Wittman’s opponent in this race,
Norm Mosher, is a veteran who
will look out for his brothers and
sisters.
On women’s issues, Wittman’s
“no” votes on equal pay for equal
work, affordable child care for
working moms, paid sick leave
for women, and strengthening
the Violence Against Women
Act have earned him a whopping
30% approval rating from federally employed women and a 0%
in 2013 from the American Association of University Women.
His voting record is no better
on civil liberties and civil rights,
education, senior citizens, and
social issues.
The voters of this District are

angry. But elections are about
choice. Demand a better future.
Vote for Norm Mosher on
November 4.
(SRRE8LSQTWSR
White Stone

Stop the
abuse of power

Although an off year, this
November’s election is crucial to
our future as a viable nation.
Democrat control of the
Senate for the past four years
has enabled president Obama
to do pretty much as he pleases,
unchecked. The president is at
this point a lame duck, answerable to no one for his actions.
It is therefore critical to ﬂip
the Senate and maintain Republican control of the House to
block Obama’s continuing
executive overreach and, more
importantly, block his potential
Supreme Court nominations.
I will be the ﬁrst to admit that
today’s Republican Party is a bit
far from what I, as a conservative, would like to see, and the
Republicans running for the
Senate and the House are not
necessarily my ﬁrst choices.
I absolutely will vote Republican. A vote for anyone other
than a Republican is a vote for
the Democratic Party. Those of
a more conservative ideological
mindset may be tempted to back
the independent, Libertarian or
other perceived conservative
candidate, siphoning off critical
votes and guaranteeing a win for
the other side.
Democrat supporters are not
above quietly ﬁnancing third
parties as a strategy to defeat
Republicans. It happened here in
Virginia last year.
Unless you want to see unbridled, continued abuse of executive power—and Eric Holder
as our next Supreme Court
justice—I implore you to vote
Republican on November 4.
Ted Williams,
Gloucester
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Shop Local Day is November 8.

 & "  # !#! 

 


 "$  
 "$!
!

    "

% " 

!

