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A Lancaster man smashed a State Fair 
of Virginia record last weekend with 

the largest watermelon ever entered. It 
weighed a whopping 218.5 pounds.

Gardening hobbiest James A. “Jr.” 
Brent Jr. was the blue ribbon winner, 
beating the previous state record of 
190.5 pounds set in 2007 by a Mechan-
icsville grower. Brent grew the water-
melon and a “spare” (just-in-case) on his 
two-acre parcel at Yankee Point.

But before you grab a shovel and head 
over to dig up his prize producing soil, 
Brent says the secret is not in the dirt, 
but in its preparation. 

“Number one is the ground has to be 
just right,” he says. “Genetics are also 
involved.”

Brent ordered the seed from a web-
site specializing in gigantic growth. 
He started the seed in a pot. In May, he 
dug a circular six-foot perimeter in his 
garden for each plant and composted the 
area for the transfer. “I use just compost, 
no fertilizers, and some liquid seaweed. 
The hardest part is keeping the weeds 
out.”

He plucks off any other watermelon 
from the vine and makes sure it gets 
plenty of sun, rainwater and an occa-
sional shot of Miracle Grow plant 
food.

“Watermelon is pretty easy (to grow) 
because birds don’t eat them. But they 
need to be kept shaded and cool,” he 

adds. “This season was a great season. 
We had about an inch of rain a week.”

Just getting the melon to the fair for 
Saturday’s judging required additional 
manpower, so Todd Booth arrived early 
Saturday morning to help lift the boul-
der-sized melons into his truck. It took 
the efforts of several men to maneuver 
the behemoth fruit onto the scales.

“The judging started at noon and took 
about two hours,” he says. “This is the 
first year they awarded money...$75. I 
don’t know if I’ll get more for breaking 
the state record. It’s mostly about the 
braggin’ rights.”

How does a gigantic melon taste? 
Don’t count on Brent for an answer. He 
said in one of his earlier tries at grow-
ing giant watermelons, while still living 
in Chesterfield, he chilled a 65-pounder 
after it had sat for days in the heat, much 
like his prize-winner. 

“It was about the nastiest tasting thing 
I ever ate,” said Brent. “We had to throw 
it away.”

Brent plans to put the winning melon 
on display in Lancaster and then use its 
seeds to grow next year’s entry.

He has about 54 pounds to go to beat 
the world record of 268.8 pounds set in 
2005 in Arkansas, according to the Guin-
ness Book of World Records.

The State Fair of Virginia will con-
tinue through Saturday, October 5, at the 
Meadow Event Park in Caroline County.

LOTTSBURG—What was described last 
winter by the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources as one of the largest oyster poaching 
cases in years has ended with but a whimper.

On July 2, the District Court of Talbot County, 
Md., ruled that the state’s evidence could not 
be used to prosecute a truck driver for Cowart 
Seafood Corp. in Lottsburg who was charged 
with several violations of Maryland oyster 
laws. Within 30 days after the Maryland court’s 
ruling, the Office of the Maryland Attorney 

General announced it was ending the prosecu-
tion of the driver, thus ending the case, accord-
ing to a recent press release issued by Cowart 
Seafood Corp.

On January 15, 2014, Maryland Natural 
Resources policemen seized a Cowart Seafood 
Corp. tractor-trailer and arrested driver Rho-
derick Newman, a longtime Cowart Seafood 
employee, in Easton, Md. The Maryland police-
men charged Newman with several counts of 
possession of undersized oysters and one count 

of attempting to transport undersized oysters to 
Virginia. The Maryland authorities also seized 
the Cowart Seafood tractor-trailer truck and 
187 bushels of oysters.

According to a Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources spokesperson, the driver faced 
possible fines of $187,000 and the company 
faced loss of the truck.

At the time of the arrest and seizure, the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
released a statement to television and radio sta-

tions and to newspapers claiming Cowart Sea-
food and its driver were guilty of oyster poach-
ing and a blatant disregard of Maryland laws.

Throughout the pretrial period, Maryland offi-
cials continued their outspoken campaign against 
Cowart Seafood. Before the first court hearing, 
Secretary of Natural Resources Joseph P. Gill 
commented, “There is no excuse for any amount 
of oyster poaching, let alone what happened here.”

KILMARNOCK—Clean water is 
such a fundamental resource, most folks 
don’t give it a second thought. Yet, some 
l.8 billion of the world’s population do 
not have clean drinking water, more 
than one-third lack sanitation, and thou-
sands of deaths each day are attributed 
to waterborne illnesses, including the 
death of one child every 20 seconds. 

Unsanitary water and living condi-
tions also have been a factor in the 
spread of the Ebola virus across West 
Africa. 

One organization, Water Missions 
International based in Charleston, S.C., 
has been raising awareness and funds in 
order to supply portable purification sys-
tems for making water safe for drinking 
for disaster victims worldwide and in 50 
undeveloped nations, including Africa. 

On Saturday, October 11, area resi-
dents have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the annual Kilmarnock Walk 
for Water. The focus is to raise at least 
$30,000 for the purchase, transport, 
installation and operation of the Living 
Water Treatment System to purify up to 
10,000 gallons of contaminated surface 
and ground water in 24 hours and sup-
port a community of up to 4,500. 

“That’s one-third the population of 
Lancaster,” said Walk for Water orga-
nizer Glenn Cockrell.

 To simulate the trek millions of 
women and children make each day in 
undeveloped nations to collect water 

KILMARNOCK—Area motorists are urged to share the road, reduce 
speed and allow some 200 cyclists appropriate space during the ninth 
annual RiverRide this weekend, October 3-5.

The event is sponsored by the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce and is based this year at Belle Isle State Park, 1632 Belle Isle 
Road, Lancaster.

“If you see signs that you are on the RiverRide route, please also 
secure your pets to avoid incident,” said chamber executive director 
Anne Paparella.

On Saturday, riders may choose from 100-mile, 60-mile, 35-mile and 
13-mile fully supported rides and rest stops in the scenic Northern Neck, 
she said. An ice cream social will be held at the park’s picnic pavilion 
after the ride.

On Sunday, riders are urged to explore the Northern Neck using their 
tour books.

Walk-up registration will be available Friday afternoon at the park’s 
Visitor Center and Saturday morning at the park’s picnic pavilion. A 
schedule, fees and other details are found at riverride.org, or call Papa-
rella at 435-6092.

Related fun activities will begin during sign-in Friday, including a 
s’mores party and music by Ray Pittman & Chris McIntyre from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Visitor Center. The public is invited. The music is sponsored 
by the Friends of Belle Isle State Park.

As the host site, Belle Isle State Park also will coordinate a tent city for 
those who wish to camp. Amenities will include restrooms, hot showers 
and access to other park facilities including a kayak landing and hiking 
trails. Reservations are being taken at the RiverRide website and the 
chamber office.

RV and camper sites may be reserved at 1-800-933-7275. Local lodg-
ing, restaurants and attractions are posted at the RiverRide website.

for their daily needs, Walk for Water in 
Kilmarnock invites participants to carry 
buckets from Grace Episcopal Church, 
303 South Main Street, to the Chesa-
peake Boat Basin at the end of Waverly 
Avenue where they will fill up the buck-
ets in the creek and carry them back to 
the church. 

According to Cockrell, donations 
from the 2014 walk will go to support 
a remote village in Tanzania. The walk 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. and continue to 
1 p.m. The entry fee is $10. Donations 
are welcome.

“Each contribution will be spread 
through every clamp, hose, filter, and 
solar panel of the purification system,” 
said Cockrell. “Each donation is an 
immeasurable miracle-maker. They are 
priceless for saving lives.” 

Checks should be made payable 
to Water Missions International and 
mailed to Cockrell at P.O. Box 125, 
Irvington, VA 22480.

Last year more than 250 participants 
and donors raised some $28,000 in 
funds to provide safe water to the people 
of Tanzania.

Brent breaks state record
with gigantic watermelon

Jr. Brent and his daughter, Codi, arrive at the State Fair of Virginia with his blue ribbon 
watermelon and a spare.

by Audrey Thomasson

Case closed: Court clears Cowart Seafood Corp. driver

RiverRide hits local 
roads this weekend

Walk for Water is slated October 11

Glenn Cockrell shows students from Chesapeake Academy a sample 
of the kind of contaminated water children in Africa must drink. 
Participants in the Walk for Water will raise funds for a solar-

lives. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

CASE CLOSED, continued on page A2
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From the time of the arrest 
of his company’s driver and 
the seizure of the company 
truck, Lake Cowart, president 
of Cowart Seafood, vigorously 
contested the criminal charges 
and the seizure. The company 
president hotly disputed that 
his company and driver were 
poaching. Cowart described 
his company’s and driver’s 
activity in Maryland as “driv-
ing to Maryland to pick up 
oysters bought from a licensed 
Maryland dealer and then driv-
ing the loaded truck back to 
Virginia.” Cowart pointed to 
the duty and responsibility of 
the Maryland marine officers 
to police watermen and deal-
ers to insure that undersized 
oysters are not caught or sold.

A. J. Erskine, the aquacul-
ture manager at Cowart Sea-
food, was critical of the Mary-
land Department of Natural 
Resources’ January 16 press 
release, noting “it did not men-
tion that the licensed Mary-
land watermen and licensed 
Maryland oyster dealer, from 
whom Newman received the 
oysters, had the responsibility 
for the undersized product, not 
the truck driver.”

The Maryland Natural 
Resources officers did not 
arrest any watermen who har-
vested the undersized oysters 
and did not arrest the dealer. 

Erskine said, “These were not 
Virginia boats. They were not 
Cowart Seafood boats that 
were up there.”

Cowart Seafood has been 
buying oysters from Mary-
land dealers since 1949 and 
has always relied on the Mary-
land Department of Natural 
Resources to enforce size 
limits by regular policing of 
licensed watermen and deal-
ers, according to Cowart.

Cowart Seafood enjoys a 
decades-long history of lead-
ership in the Virginia sea-
food industry. Lake Cowart 
served on the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission. 
Before him, his late father, S. 
Lake Cowart Sr., and his late 
uncle, Sewell Headly, also 
served with distinction on 
the commission. A.J. Erskine 
is currently a member of the 
commission.

Cowart Seafood has an 
unblemished record of over 64 
years of abiding by laws and 
regulations affecting oysters 
and other marine resources, 
according to a company 
spokesman.

Cowart and his local lawyer, 
James C. Breeden of Irvington, 
sought to find the best possible 
legal representation for Cowart 
Seafood and Newman regard-
ing the Talbot County charges. 
They retained Russell Dashiell 

RICHMOND—The Com-
monwealth of Virginia recently 
awarded nearly $235,000 in 
School Security Equipment 
Grants to elementary, middle 
and high schools in Caroline, 
Lancaster, Richmond and West-
moreland counties. 

“This is such a tremendous 
opportunity for schools to take 
advantage of state funds to 
improve safety for students,” 
said Del. Margaret Ransone. 
“We must be sure to recognize 
all the teachers, administrators, 
and public safety officials whose 
hard work went into applying for 
these grants on behalf of schools 
in the 99th District.”

“We are grateful for any assis-
tance we can get to improve 
the safety and security of our 
schools,” said Lancaster super-
intendent Steve Parker. “Stu-
dents need safe places to learn 
and this is a great commitment 
to that safety.”

The grants were a direct result 
of recommendations proposed 
by Gov. Bob McDonnell’s Task 
Force on School and Campus 
Safety in 2013 that created the 
“School Security Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund” and “Local 
School Safety Fund.” The 2013 
budget amendments authorized 
over $6 million for this fund, 
with an additional $6 million 
authorized for 2014.

The state funds, which require 
a 25% local match, allow for up 

$100,000 per locality and must 
be used for upgrades such as 
security cameras, automatic 
locks, and buzz-in systems. The 
Department of Education and 
the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services gave priority to 
schools most in need of modern 
security equipment.

Caroline received $81,260 for 
Bowling Green Elementary and 
Caroline Middle.

Lancaster received $80,000 
for Lancaster High, Lancaster 
Middle and Lancaster Primary.

Richmond County received 
$63,108 for Rappahannock 
High.

Westmoreland received 
$8,800 for Montross Middle 
and Washington and Lee High.

“I am proud to have served 
on Gov. Bob McDonnell’s Task 
Force on School and Campus 
Safety. These security improve-
ments will go a long way 
towards ensuring our children 
are kept safe in their class-
rooms,” said Del. Ransone.

“As a mother of two children 
attending public schools in the 
Northern Neck, I am personally 
thankful to everyone who helped 
to make these grants possible,” 
she continued. “This action 
also significantly improves the 
work environment of teachers 
and administrators, who can 
now spend more time enriching 
young minds and less time wor-
rying about their security.”

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors voted 
September 25 to accept $45,000 in USDA money to purchase a 
new emergency services vehicle.

The money comes in a combination $23,900 grant and $21,100 
loan. The loan is at 4% interest over five years. It will be used to 
replace an older emergency management response vehicle.

“It should cover the majority of the cost,” said emergency ser-
vices chief Terrence McGregor, who made the grant application. 
“It was calculated about a year ago. We hope it’ll still cover the 
cost.”

The board also approved an update to the county’s floodplain 
ordinance, something planning and land use director Don Gill 
described as a “housekeeping” issue in a memo to the board. 
Nobody spoke at the public hearing.

The updated floodplain ordinance includes new flood insur-
ance rate maps and a flood insurance study prepared by FEMA. 
Updating the ordinance is required for continued eligibility in 
the National Flood Insurance Program.

Lancaster receives $80,000 
state grant to upgrade
school security equipment

County accepts USDA funding
for emergency services vehicle

by Renss Greene

Making friends
Lewis Shelton of White Stone approaches a doe at the Canaan Valley Resort in 
Davis,W.Va., on September 24. Shelton and his wife, Mae, were traveling with a group 
organized by Adventure Travel of Kilmarnock. Photo by Mae Shelton

Case closed
continued from page A1

of Salisbury, Md.
Cowart and Breeden found 

that Dashiell enjoyed an out-
standing reputation on the 
Maryland Eastern Shore for 
effectively dealing with marine 
resource matters. Breeden 
assisted Dashiell in the case, 
but Breeden was quick to note 
that Dashiell’s capable legal 
work led to the successful 
results.

“Rusty Dashiell argued to 
the court from the beginning 
that the “bust” was improperly 
handled, did not meet consti-
tutional standards, and should 
be ended before trial. That is 
exactly what the court did. 
Rusty Dashiell is truly a superb 
lawyer, and I am glad he was 
on our side,” said Breeden.

“I am, of course, grateful 
Cowart Seafood has been vin-
dicated. I always feel a heavy 
responsibility to uphold the 
reputation of my family and 
Cowart Seafood for honest 
business,” said Cowart.

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fisheries 
will meet at 6 

p.m. Tuesday, October 7, in the John T. Parran Hearing Room at 
the PRFC Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach, reported 
executive secretary Martin L. Gary.

Agenda items will include discussion and recommendations 
regarding options in Draft Addendum IV to Amendment VI  of 
the interstate Fisheries Management Plan for Atlantic Striped 
bass and a discussion of the recreational fishery on the Potomac 
for tidal largemouth bass.

The committee also will solicit nominations for committee 
membership vacancies and elect a chairman and vice chairman. 
Those interested in volunteering for vacant positions are urged 
to contact the PRFC office, 224-7148, 800-266-3904, or prfc@
verizon.net.

The Agenda
Local Government News

ADVERTISE
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Wildest Dreams Boutique

804-453-9453
702 Jessie Dupont Hwy., Burgess, VA 22432

Women’s Fashion Clothing

Scarf Event     Oct. 3 & 4
Special Sales, Scarf Tying Demo

FDJ Jean Event    Oct. 20-25
Jean Sale

*** FDJ Outfit Giveaway ***

LONDON & PARIS

ADVENTURE TRAVEL PRESENTS

April 20-27, 2015

You’re invited to a special Travel Presentation by 
Collette Representative Jeremy Kincheloe.

Adventure Travel Office
Wednesday, October 8, 2014

1 pm - RSVP

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Stylish Eyes
Celebrating 25 Years!!

October 11th
2-5 pm

Food, Music, Drawings
435-2620       Kilmarnock

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges against 
four individuals.
Felonies

Shakeen D. Walker, 19, of the 3200 block of 
White Chapel Road, was charged September 22 
with felony violation of probation. 
Misdemeanors

A Mohans Run Man, 59, was charged Septem-
ber 22 with destruction of property, and Septem-
ber 28 with using profane/threatening language 
over the public airway, in an Albemarle County 
case. 

A Reedville man was charged September 26 
with  domestic assault and battery. 

A Chestnut Grove Road man, 45, was charged 
September 26 with contempt of a Fredericksburg 
court. 
Activity report

September 22: Staff notified Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed tree interfering with traffic near Mary 
Ball and Old Salem roads; responded to a mental 
health emergency on James Wharf Road; received 
a larceny report from a Pond Park resident (theft of 
license plates; $57 loss), and a larceny report from 
the 1100 block of Carlson Road (375 fuel oil tank 
with oil, Sony sound system, kerosene heater, tool 
box with assorted tools, assorted dishes, hot plate, 
Dell laptop computer, VCR player, 32” flat screen 
TV, assorted frozen food, 2 fans; $3,733 loss); and 
intercepted a reported reckless driver in the Lively 
area (medical condition involved).

September 23: Staff responded to a distur-
bance call on School Street, to a gasoline drive-
off larceny incident at a White Stone area con-
venience store ($33 loss), to a suspicious person 
complaint in the 1500 block of Millenbeck Road 
(subject was located; no criminal incident), to an 
assault by threat complaint in the Slabtown area 
(protective order was later issued and served), to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint in the 5100 block 
of Mary Ball Road, with Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) to a medical emergency alarm 
on Crossroad; to a suspicious/trespassing vehicle 
complaint in the Heritage Point subdivision (dis-
abled vehicle parked by a teenage driver; parent 
recovered the vehicle), and to a suspicious per-
sons complaint in the 2600 block of Morattico 
Road (cooperative individuals located; local 
business found to be secure; no criminal inci-
dent); received a residential burglary report from 
the 3000 block of White Chapel Road (2 purses, 
cash, Peebles, VISA and bank credit cards, driv-
er’s license, Wachovia and Union First Market 
checkbooks, $40 loss), a larceny report from 
the 5000 block of Mary Ball Road (J.C. Penny, 
VISA, Kohl’s, Chesapeake Bank credit/bank 
cards, Bass Pro Shop gift card, personal identi-
fying information, health insurance card, cash, 
purse, wallet; $162 loss), and a complaint of a 
prowler/attempted burglary in the 2100 block 
of White Chapel Road; contacted the supplier 
when a deputy reported a possible propane leak 
near Mary Ball and Goodluck roads; and notified 
Richmond County authorities of a reported reck-
less driver westbound on Rt. 3 from Field Trial 
Road (no Lancaster units in position to attempt 
to intercept). 

September 24: Staff responded to a domes-
tic disturbance in the 2000 block of Morattico 
Road, to a trespass complaint in the 1600 block 
of Irvington Road, to an E911 disconnect call 
determined to have originated from a student at 
Lancaster Primary School (false report of an 
assault), with Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a domestic assault in the parking lot 
of a business on Old Fairgrounds Way (report 
made by store employee; subjects were gone on 
arrival), to a residential burglary call in the 4900 
block of Windmill Point Road (domestic related; 
no criminal incident), to an annoying/threatening 
telephone call complaint filed by a Mt. Vernon 
Lane resident, and with KPD to a prowler com-
plaint on Shamrock Court; attempted to locate a 
vehicle from which a series of cellular E911 calls 
were made by a child who reported a female was 
being assaulted; received a residential burglary 
report from a Christ Church Road property owner 
(42” flat screen TV, HP laptop computer, $100 in 
assorted change, 5 jewelry boxes with assorted 
jewelry, $2,500 loss); and notified VDOT of a 
downed tree interfering with traffic on Lumber-
lost Road; 

September 25: Staff conducted a field 
interview of a suspicious person found near 
the Kilmarnock Post Office about 3 a.m.; 
responded to an E911 disconnect call in the 
1100 block of Carlson Road (EMS requested 
by deputy for patient with chest pain), to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint at Chesapeake 
Academy (determined to be a staff mem-
ber’s vehicle),  to an E911 disconnect call on 
Cedardale Lane (telephone line problem), and 
to a domestic disturbance (adult siblings) on 
Wilson Lane; notified VDOT of a downed tree 
interfering with traffic in the Kilmarnock area; 
received a trespass complaint from a resident in 
the 1000 block of White Chapel Road (call can-
celled by complainant; domestic related), and 
a destruction of property report from a Bewd-
ley Road property owner (complaint filed with 
magistrate; no probable cause found to issue 
criminal charge); investigated a report of a Lan-
caster Middle School student making threats to 
students and of bombing the building (school 
administration has conducted the mandatory 
threat assessment; student suspended at this 
time; mental health evaluation pending); and 
reported a staff member was involved in a deer 
strike crash while operating a county vehicle 
(minimal damages reported). 

September 26: Staff responded to a resi-
dential burglary and larceny call on Shooting Star 
Lane (complainant declined to prosecute), with 
KPD to a larceny call in the 100 block of Irving-
ton Road (KPD handling the case), to a domestic 
assault call on Wilson Lane, to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint/mental health emergency on 
Wesley Terrace, and to a trespass/domestic dis-

turbance call on Gunther Lane; assisted Virginia 
State Police (VSP) with the reconstruction of a 
traffic crash scene in the 4400 block of Windmill 
Point Road; received a larceny report from a Har-
bour View Drive property owner (gold bracelet 
with diamonds and emeralds, butterfly brace-
let with diamond and sapphire, diamond locket; 
$2,300 loss); attempted to intercept a vehicle 
reported to be involved in road rage on South 
Main Street headed towards White Stone;  and 
notified the power company of numerous reports 
of a tree down on the power line in the 900 block 
of Black Stump Road.

September 27: Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Gaskins Road; at 
approximately 12:45 a.m. to a residential bur-
glary, just occurred on Summers Lane (home-
owner confronted intruder, described as a white 
male, approximately 5’ 8” tall, short blonde hair 
who escaped from the home; no property loss 
reported), to an E911 disconnect call on Cedar-
dale Lane (no emergency services needed), with 
EMS to a reported drug overdose incident on 
Third Avenue, to a reckless driving complaint 
in the White Stone area (complainant and juve-
nile suspect driver located; juvenile petitions to 
be filed), and to a complaint of a stolen learner’s 
permit from a residence on Greentown Road; 
and received a larceny report from a Wilson 
Lane resident (purse; $15 loss). 

September 28: Staff responded with KPD 
to a mental health emergency on Grace Hill Circle, 
to a domestic disturbance in the 300 block of Lara 
Road, and to a suspicious/trespassing vehicle 
complaint in the 3700 block of Merry Point Road; 
received a larceny report from a Camp Drive resi-
dent (cash, purse/wallet, driver’s license, assorted 
personal papers, Chase, REI VISA, Capital One, 
Lowes, Home Depot credit cards, Bank of Lan-
caster, Wells Fargo, Moors & Cabot checkbooks, 
Target, Elizabeth Arden, gift cards, prescription 
medications; $477 loss); investigated a suspicious 
vehicle parked at a North Main Street business 
shortly before 11 p.m. (no criminal incident); and 
at the request of the Sentara Hotline, checked on 
the well-being of a child in the area of Churchill 
Circle reported to have suffered a head injury 
(child was taken to the community hospital in a 
timely manner by the parent). 

September 29: Staff responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint on Camp Drive, and to 
an E911 disconnect call on Harbour View Drive 
(no emergency services needed); checked on the 
well-being of a Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services needed); received 
a walk-in report of fraud ($1,210 check fraud), 
a walk-in complaint involving unlawful detainer 
of property (civil incident), and a walk-in report 
of credit card fraud ( $1,759 loss); and notified 
Middlesex authorities of a reported traffic crash 
on Riverside Drive.

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 16 traffic stops; 
issued seven summonses; assisted nine motorists, 
reported five deer strikes, handled three calls for 
traffic control, investigated five building alarms, 
processed two mental health orders and logged six 
inmate transports. 
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm on Townley Road and 
a fire/smoke alarm in the 1900 block of Windmill 
Point Road.

Kilmarnock VFD assisted EMS on Wilson 
Lane, and responded to a commercial fire alarm 
on South Main Street, a traffic crash on James B. 
Jones Memorial Highway, and a request to stand 
by for the utility company in the 900 block of 
Black Stump Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a fire/
smoke alarm in the 8400 block of Mary Ball 
Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against 10 individuals.
Felonies

William Calloway Franklin, 33, of Reedville 
was charged September 22 with selling/distribut-
ing stolen property, petit larceny and violating a 
protective order.

Kayla Brooke Chatham, 19, of Tappahannock 
was charged September 22 with obtaining money 
by false pretenses and 21 felony charges of forg-
ery of credit card charge slips.

Whitni Perry, 26, of Reedville was charged Sep-
tember 27 on a capias from Rockingham County 
Circuit Court on a violation of probation charge.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 30, was charged September 
22 with driving revoked, third offense.

A Callao man, 50, was charged September 22 
with being drunk in public.

A Kilmarnock man, 19, was charged September 
23 with driving suspended. The man was arrested 
by the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville woman, 27, was charged Sep-
tember 23 with shoplifting and petit larceny from 
Walmart in Kilmarnock. These were Lancaster 
County warrants.

A Hartfield man, 19, was charged September 24 
with possession of marijuana. Middlesex County 
Sheriff’s Office served the summons.

A Warsaw man, 45, was charged September 
25 with a capias/attachment of the body from the 
Northumberland County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court for failing to provide support. The 
man was arrested by the Essex County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Lively man, 70, was charged September 27 
with brandishing a firearm. This was a Richmond 
County warrant.
Correction

It was reported on September 18 that a Chan-
tilly woman, 19, charged September 8 on a Lou-
doun County summons with driving suspended, 
was arrested by the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office. However, she was not arrested. 
She was served the summons by the Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office and Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seek informa-
tion regarding suspicious people 
in your neighborhood who may 
be involved in several recent 
break-ins.

On September 23, a home-
owner woke to find her home in 
the 3000 block of White Chapel 
Road had been broken into 
during the night, and her purse 
was stolen. 

On September 23, a home-
owner reported someone trying 
to enter the back door of her 
home in the 2000 block of White 
Chapel Road.

Also on September 23, a purse 
was reported stolen from a car 
in the 5000 block of Mary Ball 
Road, Lively. 

On September 15, a purse and 
cell phone were reported stolen 
from a white Chevrolet Impala 
parked in the Kilmarnock United 
Methodist Church parking lot on 
Church St., Kilmarnock.

On September 27, Lancaster 
deputies responded to a call about 
a person who had entered a home 
on Summers Lane, White Stone.

On September 24, a break-
ing and entering was reported at 
a residence in the 700 block of 
Christ Church Road, Weems. 

Also on September 24, a house 
was broken into in the 4000 block 
of Windmill Point Road.

Report information regarding 
these incidents, including infor-
mation on a suspicious car and or 
persons seen in the area of these 
homes, to Crime Solvers at 462-
7463.  

 The Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office advises the public to 
secure their homes, lock doors 
and keep exterior lights on, and to 
remove purses and other property 
from cars and lock the car doors. 

You do not have to give your 
name, but any information you 
may have no matter how small 
may be a big help to the officers 
working these cases. 

If an arrest is made based on 
your information, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS CRIME 
SOLVERS

 Meeting space
The Northumberland Public 

Library’s Ye Olde Book Shoppe, 
7072 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville, is available for com-
munity meetings. 

There is no fee for this service, 
but donations to the library are 
welcome. Contact library direc-
tor Alice Cooper at 580-5051, or 
acooper@nplva.org.

NEWS BREAK
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Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
in the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

 to taste the Bay’s best

I’d like to take this opportunity to personally thank 
ALL of those individuals who participated in Northern 
Neck CASA’s very first benefit performance of “The 
Belle of Amherst”. The success of this project  would 

never have been possible without the hard work, 
commitment and dedication from the following:

Lancaster Players
Westmoreland Players
Mike Antonio Graphics
Eagle River Construction
Walgreens Kilmarnock   
   Employees
WKWI-FM/WIGO-FM
WRAR-FM
Mark Favazza
Ben Estes

And last, but certainly not least, our two wonderful actresses, Kathryn 
Shepherd and Julia Tilley, and our Director/Producer, Kenneth Baker.

Many, many heartfelt thanks,
Betty Wirth, Director and Northern Neck Board of Directors

Lee Pulling
Nancy Royall
Chet Williamson
Dennis Burchill
Bev Mangan
Richie Burgess
Bob Walker
Richard Banker
Luke Rawls
Bruce Hamilton

Kerley LeBoeuf
Maricel Q. Baker
Edie Williams
Buz and Jeanne Cox
Rev. Tom Coye
Janice Woolley
Skip Tilley 
Mary Ellen Callis
Ruth Hartman
Katherine Keith

David & Frances Harvey
Lisa Sevier
Frances and Angie Callaghan
Dick Allen
Davis and Ashley Roberts
Sandy Spears
Wes Charlton
Nancy and Brian Taliaferro
Marilyn Creager
Paul Carlson

Northern Neck Burger Co.
“Voted Best Burger in Virginia”

62 Irvington Rd. (Across from Tri Star Supermarket)

Open 7 days/nights 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
804.577.4400

The Best 
Golf Club 

In the Northern Neck

Monday - Thursday $43
Friday - Sunday $50

King Carter Cafe Open Daily
10:30-3:30

Best Affordable Course in the Nation
- Golf Digest, 2006

Call today for tee times 804-435-7842 
Follow us on Twitter
Like us on Facebook

KingCarterGolfClub.com

TOPPING—People love 
their vehicles. Nowhere was 
that more evident than at the 
19th annual Wings, Wheels & 
Keels (WWK) show last Sat-
urday at Hummel Airfield in 
Topping.

Speaking of “love,” this 
year’s show just happened to 
fall on the wedding anniversary 
of David and Shannon Bruce 
of Amelia and Deltaville. “We 
enjoy coming here every year,” 
said Shannon. 

David’s pick was the replica 
of a 1965 Cobra—the legend-
ary sports car with big Ameri-
can power. “That’s five pounds 
of muscle in a three-pound car,” 
said David, who added he likes 
the muscle cars like GTOs and 
Chevelles of the 1960s.

The two-tone 1934 Cadil-
lac rumble seat coupe was the 
favorite of Brandy Berg of 
Henrico, whose parents have 
a place in Topping. Berg cited 
details like the twin spare tires 
mounted on the front fenders, 
the large chrome bumpers, the 
rich maroon paint atop black 
fenders, and wire wheels. “You 
don’t see them that crystal 
clear very often,” she said.

This 1934 Cadillac took 
second place in its class to an 
extremely rare 1930 Cadillac 
with a V-16 engine.

 There was a time when cars 
had unmistakable names...one 
knew what the name meant. For 
example, “Commander,” the 
model name for Doug and Cindy 
Christian’s 1953 Studebaker. 
Doug installed a 358-cubic-
inch engine with a five-speed 
transmission during the 20-year 
Commander project. 

The Christians drove the car 
from southern Maryland. “This 
is our first time down here,” she 
said. “It’s nice. There are so 
many cute cars, they are ador-
able.”

Attendance was estimated 
at 4,200. There were 192 cars 
or trucks entered, and dozens 
of aircraft flew in, including 
a pair of World War II train-
ing planes. “Going from one 
end of the event to the other, 
it became obvious that with 
car parking, airplane park-
ing, all vendor spots, and the 
car show all full to capacity, it 
was the best offering that could 
be had for the thousands that 
attended,” said Jamie Barn-

STRATFORD—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe recently announced 
that Stratford Hall has received 
$10,000 from the Virginia 
Tourism Corporation Market-
ing Leverage Program grant 
fund.

The grant will be applied 
toward Stratford’s “Declare 
Your Independence with a 
Northern Neck Getaway” cam-
paign. Stratford Hall partnered 
with the Westmoreland County 
Tourism Council, Ingleside 
Winery, George Washington’s 
Birthplace National Monu-
ment, and Francis Lightfoot 
Lee’s Menokin to supply 
matching funds for the project.

“Declare Your Indepen-
dence with a Northern Neck 
Getaway” will feature lodg-
ing at the Inn at Stratford 
Hall with tours of Ingleside, 
George Washington’s Birth-
place, Menokin, and Stratford 
Hall, as well as coupons from 
local businesses, said Stratford 
Hall marketing and public rela-
tions director Jim Schepmoes. 
Marketing of the package will 
be especially targeted to the 
Washington, D.C., metropoli-
tan area, which includes the 
District of Columbia plus 21 
counties and independent cities 
in Virginia, Maryland and West 
Virginia.

“This grant demonstrates 
the strong local partnerships 
among the Northern Neck’s 
historic attractions, dining 
and lodging establishments to 
interest the traveling public 
in making the Northern Neck 
a part of their next weekend 
getaway,” said Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission 
economic development and 
tourism coordinator Lisa Hull.

Northern Neck 
‘getaway’ project
receives $10,000 
tourism grant

In memoriam
As part of the 19th annual Wings, Wheels & 

Keels, a memorial was dedicated to the late Dr. 
David Nichols of White Stone, who for more than 

medical care as the island’s only doctor. 
“Being able to have the Dr. Nichols memorial 

dedication at Wings, Wheels, & Keels was an honor 
to the spirit of the show,” said founder Jamie 
Barnhardt. “He was quite the man and he enjoyed 
coming to the show for many years.” 

1936 Mercedes replica. The Cadillac was restored by Alan Merkel of Lancaster County. 
The Mercedes replica was built by Jerry Lester of Deltaville. Lester also was presented 
a special award in recognition of his many years of service to the Friends of Hummel 
Field and Wings, Wheels & Keels. Photo by Tom Chillemi

Wings, Wheels & Keels:

An event that shows how people 
have traveled through the decades

by Tom Chillemi

hardt, founder of WWK.
Barnhardt said the Vir-

ginia Department of the Trea-
sury’s Division of Unclaimed 
Property located more than 
$115,000 for those attending 
WWK. “It was great to have 
them back this year,” he said.
Boats 

The “Keels” section of the 
show had some remarkable 
boats.

Zach Antonik “stopped in 
his tracks” when he heard the 
shrill steam whistles blow on 
Paul Carey’s steam-powered 
launch. Carey pulled the whis-
tle cords at precisely noon to 
mark the time. 

Carey invited young Zach 
aboard to pull the cords to 
sound the whistles again. After 
he got off the boat, Zach, who 
likes trains, was shaking. “I 
can’t believe I’ve been on that 
boat,” he told his father, Alex. 
The Antoniks hail from Wood-
bridge and stay at Bethpage 
Camp-Resort near Urbanna 
when they are in the area.

Carey had commissioned the 
boat, which was built by a firm 
in Bealton. He explained the 
various dials that the engineer 
must watch to keep the mas-
sive boiler working efficiently. 
The huge bronze propeller 
spins at a leisurely 40 rpm.

Another show stopper was 
Lee Hunt’s restored 1955 Chris 
Craft Capri. Hunt had replaced 
more than 60% of the wood 
during the restoration that took 
more than four years. “Part of 
the delay was letting my check-
book catch up with the cost,” 
said Hunt, of Midlothian.

The boat was profession-
ally restored to its original 
condition by Jerry and Robert 
LeCompte at Dockside Boat 
Works in Easton, Md.

Hunt’s 21-foot boat has the 
original 331-cubic-inch Chrys-
ler Hemi and is one of just 
46 that came with the iconic 
engine.

The hardest part was restor-
ing the interior and getting all 
the unique hardware, Hunt said. 
Naming it was easy. “Partner’s 
Choice” was his father’s brand 
of whiskey, and the same name 
for a 1953 Chris Craft boat that 
Hunt and his brother restored 
when they were kids.

The Capri is for sale: 
$150,000, with a trailer.

Buzz Jones, who coordinated 
the boat exhibits at WWK, 
commented, “That is the nicest 
Capri I’ve ever seen.”
In the air

With his first ride in a 
stunt plane, Keith Brittle was 
hooked on aerobatics, doing 
loops, spins and rolls. He’s had 
six aerobatic planes, but he is 
mellowing out with his latest 
aircraft, a light sport plane 
model “Rans S7S” that he and 
Jim Miller built from a kit. “I 
like turning nothing into some-
thing,” he said.

It took them less than six 
months, working on it every 
day, to assemble thousands of 
parts into a flying machine. It’s 
powered by a 100-horsepower 
Rotax engine that propels it 
to a 100 mph cruising speed, 
while it sips just 4.5 gallons of 
fuel per hour.

This is Brittle’s 11th plane, 
and he lands and takes off on 
his private grass airstrip at his 
home in Charles City County, 
and keeps it in a converted 
horse barn.

The Agenda
Local Government News

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will hold public hearings at its meeting Thursday, 
October 9. The board meets at 5 p.m. in the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville.

Beginning at 7 p.m. the board will hear requests from:

single family dwelling in a business zone at 876 Main Street, Reed-
ville. 

to the Bay Act, allowing them to build a residence within the RPA 
buffer in Sherwood Forest subdivision.

oyster growing and harvesting operation at 272 Bridge Creek Circle. 

WHITE STONE—The town council has no action items or 
public hearings scheduled for what town manager Patrick Frere 
anticipates will be a short meeting at 7 p.m. tonight, October 2, 
in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Council just met three weeks ago when its September meeting 
was pushed back from the first Thursday of the month to Tuesday, 
September 9, to accommodate several members’ schedules. 

Council will hear monthly committee reports along with 
reports from Frere and police chief Cliff Dawson.

SUBSCRIBE
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*See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Trade-in allowances 
from $100 up to $1000 valid on qualifying systems only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void 
where prohibited. Offer expires 11/15/2014.

804-435-5726

BETTER
TOGETHER

B U N D L E

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

BUNDLE UP WITH TRANE AND
END THE HOME TEMPERATURE BATTLES!

$1,000
BUY A COMPLETE SYSTEM  

AND SAVE UP TO
*

Tired of fighting hot vs. cold temperature battles in your home? Trane invites you to 
solve this problem with a great deal on a bundled heating and air conditioning system 
purchase. Take control of your comfort and budget today … and make your home a 

more comfortable place to live for many years to come.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened Tuesday, Sep-
tember 23, the Hon. Harry T. 
Taliaferro III presiding.

The trial of Done Lamar 
Brooks of Hague was con-
tinued to October 16. He is 
charged with a probation viola-
tion.

Counsel for Dwayne D. 
Noel of Heathsville withdrew. 
He had previously entered an 
Alford plea to charges of man-
ufacturing, distributing, or pos-
sessing with intent to distribute 
a controlled substance. Noel 
will be sentenced October 28.

The case of Renata L. Daye 
of Heathsville, charged with 
credit card theft and forgery, 
was reviewed and taken under 
advisement. Another review 
will be conducted April 28, 
2015.

A review of the case of Rich-
ard Andrew “Ricky” Bowen 
Jr. of Hague was continued to 
October 28. He is charged with 
forgery. He had previously pled 
nolo contendere to two counts 
of forgery. A trial for failure 
to appear also was continued, 
along with an order to show 
cause on two counts of viola-
tion of probation.

Counsel for Avery McKinley 
Carter of Richmond withdrew. 
He had previously entered 
Alford pleas on charges of 
destruction of property and 
entering a structure to commit 
assault and battery, which were 
taken under advisement. A 
review of his case will be con-
ducted December 9.

Counsel for Johnathan Fred-
erick Mitchell of Lancaster 
withdrew. He is charged with 

two counts of probation viola-
tion. He will face trial on one 
count and review of another 
January 27, 2015.

The case of Zachariah Scott 
McKinley was continued to 
November 11. He is charged 
with distribution of a controlled 
substance.

A review of the case of 
LeVaughn Laffiama Seldon 
of Reedville was continued to 
October 28. He is charged with 
assault on a law enforcement 
or department of corrections 
officer. He had previously pled 
nolo contendere to the charge.

The case of Ashley Reed 
Young of Kinsale was contin-
ued to November 13. She is 
charged with falsely swearing 
an oath.

The trial of Michael 
DeWayne Dandridge of 
Lancaster was continued to 
November 18. He is charged 
with assault; use of a firearm 
in committing a felony; enter-
ing a house armed to commit 
murder, rape, robbery or arson; 
possession of a weapon by a 
violent felon; two counts of 
abduction by force or intimida-
tion; and two counts of armed 
robbery.

The trial of Tyrell Montele 
Smith of Lancaster was con-
tinued to November 18. He 
is charged with assault; use 
of a firearm in committing a 
felony; entering a house armed 
to commit murder, rape, rob-
bery or arson; possession of a 
weapon by a violent felon; two 
counts of abduction by force or 
intimidation; and two counts of 
armed robbery.

The trial of Reginald Mar-
vella Smith of Lancaster was 
continued to November 18. He 
was charged with assault; enter-

SALUDA—On September 
22, a Middlesex County Cir-
cuit Court grand jury returned 
true bills of indictment against 
two men in connection with 
the shooting death of Raheem 
Williams of Gloucester and the 
malicious wounding of Markus 
Hammond of Middlesex at a 
party near Water View on July 
5, 2014, reported Middlesex 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Michael T. Hurd.

Recent court actions in the 
alleged shooting death of Wil-
liams and wounding of Ham-
mond began September 19, 
when Middlesex County Gen-
eral District Court Judge Jef-
frey Shaw certified to the grand 
jury felony charges against 
Anthony Montrey Frazier, 22, 
of Shacklefords and Demetrius 
Paige, 22, of Hayes for second 
degree murder in the death of 
Williams, malicious wounding 
of Hammond, and participa-
tion in a predicate criminal act 
committed for or at the benefit 
or direction of or in association 

with a criminal street gang. 
Frazier’s charge of use of a 

firearm in the commission of 
murder also was certified. The 
grand jury also returned as a true 
bill a direct indictment against 
Frazier for use of a firearm in 
the commission of the malicious 
wounding of Hammond.  

Frazier and D. Paige had 
originally been charged with 
murder in the first degree; 
however, Judge Shaw certified 
those charges as murder in the 
second degree. A court date 
will be set later for Frazier and 
D. Paige.

Also during the September 
19 proceedings, the court found 
no probable cause for charges 
against Karim J. Paige, 19, 
of Jamaica and dismissed the 
charges against him, includ-
ing first degree murder of Wil-
liams, malicious wounding of 
Hammond, and participation in 
a predicate criminal act com-
mitted for or at the benefit or 
direction of or in association 
with a criminal street gang.   

In the same court proceed-
ing, the General District Court 
tried Kendrick Jarrell Shack-
leford, 27, of Shacklefords, 
for the misdemeanor of reck-
less handling of a firearm and 
Judge J. Shaw found him not 
guilty. The court found no 
probable cause for Shackl-
eford’s charge of participa-
tion in a predicate criminal act 
committed for or at the benefit 
or direction or in association 
with a criminal street gang, and 
dismissed that charge. Shack-
leford had only been charged 
with the two offenses, both of 
which were dismissed.    

Tempers flared outside the 
Middlesex County Courthouse 
September 19 when some asso-
ciates of the victim and the 
accused confronted each other, 
said Major M.E. Sampson of 
the Middlesex County Sher-
iff’s Office. Deputies arrived 
and escorted some people from 
the courthouse property, while 
others who were told to leave 
complied, said Major Samp-

Dobe Run
CANINE BOARDING, 

DAYCARE & GROOMING

Open Monday – Saturday
8am to 5:30pm

804-758-4360

Two indicted on second-degree murder charges
in Middlesex; tempers flare outside the courtroom

son. There were no injuries or 
arrests, he added.

Frazier and D. Paige alleg-
edly have links to the street 
gang “Gangster Disciples,” said 
Hurd during their bond hear-
ings in July. They are being held 
without bond.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Renss Greene ing a house armed to commit 
murder, rape, robbery or arson; 
use of a firearm in committing 
a felony; two counts of armed 
robbery; and two counts of 
abduction by force or intimida-
tion. 

The trial of Marcus Delonte 
Hundley of Tappahannock was 
continued to December 23. He 
is charged with entering a struc-
ture to commit a felony, enter-
ing a structure to do damage, 
and grand larceny.

The case of Tamika Char-
mane Walters of Weems was 
continued to December 9. She 
was to be sentenced for obtain-
ing money under false pre-
tenses, to which she had previ-
ously pled guilty. 

The trial of Joseph A. Carey 
Jr. of North will be reviewed 
October 27. He is charged with 
writing a bad check. The charge 
was taken under advisement.

The trial of Lewis Welford 
Thompson Jr. of Hague was 
continued to November 25. He 
is charged with forging a bank 
note, forgery, and grand larceny. 

The trial of Nathan M. Muse 
was continued to October 28. 
He is charged with manufactur-
ing, distributing, or possessing 
with intent to distribute a con-
trolled substance, assault on a 
law enforcement officer, and 
resisting arrest.

WHITE STONE—The Lancaster County Christmas Project 
will begin its fourth year of operation in October. 

The Christmas Project has been partnering with The Boys 
and Girls Club of the Northern Neck and The Northern Neck 
Kiwanis Satellite Club and cooperating with the Lancaster 
County Social Services to provide toys and clothes for the 
children of Lancaster County families who qualify for extra 
Christmas help, explained Sue Donaldson.

In 2013, some 163 children from 72 families were given 
packages that included dolls, trucks, trains, puzzles, books, 
stuffed animals, and every kind of toy imaginable, said Don-
aldson. Children also received school uniforms and school 
supplies.

Their parents apply for services and are screened for need, 
she said. The parents then provide the information about their 
children’s ages, sizes and wish lists. Families are matched 
with sponsors, some of whom do the shopping themselves and 
some of whom provide money for the request. Sponsors can 
adopt a child or family, donate money or donate toys.

Last year more than 50 groups or people sponsored children, 
said Donaldson. The collection centers this year are The Boys 
and Girls Club, 517 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, and W. F. 
Booth and Son Furniture, 42 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Applications for families will be provided at the Boys and 
Girls Club; food pantries at White Stone Church of the Naza-
rene, 57 Whisk Drive, White Stone; White Stone Baptist, 517 
Chesapeake Drive, White Stone; and Kilmarnock Baptist, 65 
East Church Street, Kilmarnock. 

To sponsor or to donate, call Wardell Carter at 514-493, 
Donaldson at 435-6894, or Sandy Griffith at 436-6414. 

Check donations can be made to The Kids Foundation, 
memo line: Christmas Project, and mailed to Sue Donaldson, 
218 Close Quarters Drive, White Stone, VA  22578. 

Community launches 
2014 Christmas Project
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Nearly 10 years ago our friend, the late 
Carole Murphy, gave us two baby Nubian 

goats, named Floppy and Cuddles, sisters born 
to one of her pets. The former’s name was 
appropriate, as she had long ears always flop-
ping in the wind, but Cuddles was a bit of a 
misnomer, or so it seemed for many years.

We bred the two a couple of years later, 
and Floppy produced four kids, and Cuddles 
three. As five of the seven were young bucks, 
we sold the males, and one female died at a 
few weeks. Floppy was a real pet of an animal, 
but Cuddles was standoffish, with little human 
interaction.

Four years ago Floppy died, leaving Cuddles 
and her even more distant daughter, Abigail, 
neither of whom seemed to miss her, but we 
did every time we went to the barnyard. Abigail 
still is a remote type of person, uninterested in 
being a pet, however, Cuddles has undergone 
a transmogrification. She comes when called, 
anxious to be petted, granted, expecting food 
each time, whereas a few years ago she kept 
her distance.

Recently she learned to hop the fence, a feat 
she accomplished several times. On each occa-

sion, fearing that the roses and azaleas might 
be gone in a few swallows, I rushed out to get 
her. Before I even could call her, she came run-
ning, and began following me as if she were a 
well-trained dog who recently had graduated 
summa cum laude from obedience school.  

She also has started nuzzling up for petting, 
irrespective of whether food is in the picture or 
not. She likes being in a familial relationship, 
and has begun talking as well. In short, she has 
adopted Floppy’s personality traits, although 
Abigail remains distant and aloof.  

Mixing animal species is an interesting 
art. Goats are known to make good compan-

ions for horses, but what, or perhaps I should 
say “who,” are natural pals for goats? The 
answer, learned by accident in our barnyard, is 
a rooster. We have a gentle old Dominecker, 
called by some, Dominique, who lives with the 
goats. He accompanies them around the barn-
yard, and shares their food, which they will-
ingly accept. He is a gentle soul and does not 
appear to mind not being in the coop with the 
chickens, probably realizing that he is getting 
a bigger portion of feed.  

He roosts next to the goat house, and is very 
considerate in the morning by not crowing at 
the crack of dawn. He is a delightful individ-
ual, and the goats accept him as one of their 
own, readily allowing him to eat with them 
from their bowls. Nevertheless, to make cer-
tain he gets a good portion, I toss a few kernels 
of corn his way. Sometimes, Cuddles pushes 
Abigail away from the food, but she never 
bothers the rooster.

Next to the foundation of one of our build-
ings we have two volunteer Pawlonia, or 
Empress trees, which left unchecked will grow 
15 feet in one year. As a result, I have to keep 
them cut back several times a season. They 

produce huge leaves, and the wood is prized by 
the Japanese for making musical instruments.   
The leaves in turn are prized by our goats as 
one of the most delicious treats available. They 
will leave a bowl of corn to munch on Pawlo-
nia any day of the week.

Goats are by nature herding animals, and 
Corgis are part of the herding breed of dogs, 
thus we have a potential marriage made by 
Mother Nature. When loose in the back yard, 
both Corgis stand at the fence eager to get 
inside the barnyard to begin bossing the goats 
up and down the hillside. For their part, the 
goats look at them as if they are odd little crea-
tures unworthy of their attention. That attitude 
might change were we to put them together, 
which undoubtedly should result in some nip-
ping at the heels as the Corgis demanded obe-
dience. Corgi is a Welsh word meaning “dwarf 
dog,” deriving from the dogs’ mouths being in 
close proximity to a sheep or goat’s heels.  

Cuddles and Abigail contribute to the daily 
operation of the farm by keeping the steep hill-
side mowed, as well as by providing for our 
amusement by their anthropomorphic behav-
ior.

Mixing animal species is an 
interesting art. Goats are 
known to make good compan-
ions for horses, but what, or 
perhaps I should say “who,” 
are natural pals for goats?

Focal Point

Photo by Spence Winter

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 30, 1904, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Beginning October 1st I will practice the 
first week of each month at Kilmarnock.   
Office in bank. Crown and bridge work, spe-
cialties. Gas administered.

A. W. Davis has moved to Bertrand.
Charlie Guy, who has been living at Otto-

man for quite a while, has moved here.
Among those who went on the excursion 

to Norfolk from here were G. E. Lewis and 
John E. George.

Miss M. M. Luckhum is visiting her uncle 
and grandmother in Irvington.

W. H. Warren is having a gasoline engine 
installed in one of his canoes.

Mrs. M. F. Maston was last week visiting 
her daughter at Weems.

Mrs. V. A. Chowning and Samuel P. 
Gresham were seen here last week.

R. H. Chilton, of Ottoman, was seen here 
Monday.

Mrs. Fannie B. Ficklin has been sick for 
several days.

The tomato factory has closed down for 
this season.

T. I. Radcliffe & Co. opened their shuck-

ing house on Monday last.
Mrs. L. E. Rogers is visiting her mother at 

Irvington.
J. A. Rogers and F. H. Starr will move this 

week in the house that A. W. Davis recently 
vacated.

During the recent heavy wind storm 
steamer Lancaster tied up at Wilmont wharf 
in Westmoreland County, and the strain on 
the wharf was so great that it gave way in 
many places and was badly broken up.

Dr. G. H. Oliver has returned from his trip 
to Berryville.

Griff Garner, of steamer Caroline, spent 
Sunday at his home here.

James W. Ashburn has improved his dwell-
ing by the erection of an extended porch.

Vernon Wiley and Wayland Doggett left 
yesterday for Baltimore Business College.

Lloyd Barnett, of Tombs, will teach in the 
new public school near Morans this session.

Capt. F. A. Gunby left Monday on a week’s 
trip to Baltimore and the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

In the 9/25 issue of the 
Record, a writer referred to 
one of my earlier letters and 
accused me of being a “climate 
change denier who regurgi-
tated misunderstandings.” Oh 
dear, no more dinner invita-
tions for me. Who would sup 
with a regurgitating denier?

My curiosity piqued, I re-
read my letter and it was clear 
that I wrote nothing whatso-
ever about the scientific merits 
of the global warming debate 
or of “climate change.” My 
letter exclusively challenged 
the reasoning of a different 
letter-writer.

Stranger still, the writer 
and I agree: Earth’s climate 
has changed and will change. 
So, it’s puzzling that I’m 
now classified as a “climate 
change denier.” Thankfully, I 
won’t worry about this charge 
because I’m pretty sure there’s 
no prison term or fine that 
comes with it.

The writer also stated that 
“new findings will not change...
the consequences of increasing 
the concentration of carbon 
dioxide,..., in the atmosphere.” 
With this statement, the writer 
has admitted that “new find-
ings”—no matter what they 
are—would not alter his cur-
rent beliefs about global warm-
ing. This is how a closed mind 
operates. “New findings” are 
irrelevant to science? Could 
there be a clearer example of 
pseudo-science?

Unlike my critic, careful 
scientists speak of the future 
in terms of probabilities, not 
certainties. The famous “prob-
lem of induction” helps explain 
why; the writer should inves-
tigate. Careful scientists are 
especially cautious with regard 
to predictions about complex 

Climate change
clouds reasoning

systems like climate and indus-
trial economies.

As for the writer’s claim 
about the future unavailability 
of fossil fuels, I would, if space 
allowed, cite past predictions 
of a similar nature by “authori-
tative” persons that turned out 
to be colossally wrong.

Finally, the writer cited 
the aphorism “You can’t fool 
Mother Nature.” I agree. Here’s 
another aphorism: “Pseudo-
scientists are easily fooled.”

Recent articles point to con-
tinuing problems with SOL 
scores and accreditation woes.

I understand these problems 
exist in other counties in the 
area and parents, administra-
tors and faculty struggle to 
improve these scores and see 
their local schools move into 
“fully accredited” status. The 
focus is usually on compensa-
tory education programming 
and mentoring; however, some-
thing important is overlooked.

I do not believe that mentor-
ing and modified teaching tech-
niques will accomplish much 
until students are better moti-
vated to perform well. Well-
intentioned but misguided wel-
fare programs, charities and lax 
grading standards have weak-
ened the link between enhanced 
quality of life that results from 
a good job. An awareness that a 
good job often follows a good 
education and good work habits 
has been lost on much of the 
current cohort of students.

In short, many students con-
clude that they can neglect their 
studies and still enjoy much of 
what they want. They have been 
dis-incentivized, and they will 
not apply themselves to their 
studies until they are re-incen-
tivized to do so.

I suggest that when schools 

Motivate students

issue interim reports in a 
couple of weeks, parents give 
their middle school and high 
school children this quiz?

of government?

U.S. become independent?

the Fourth of July?

Senators.

the expression “9/11?”
I also suggest parents put 

some money on the table and 
ask their child to make change, 
assuming a purchase costing 
$3.47 and payment is made 
with a $10 bill.

If the child cannot do five of 
these seven tasks, they lose all 
access to smart phones, video 
games, and television for two 
weeks. At the end of the next 
grading period, the quiz is 
repeated with the penalty for 
failing raised to three weeks. 
The quiz repeats throughout 
the year.

In response to the writer last 
week who labeled two earlier 
writers “deniers regurgitating 
misunderstandings,” the co2 
level has indeed been steadily 
increasing for more than a 
century, likely due mostly 
to human activity. Everyone 
knows fossil fuel resources 
are finite.  

A closed container is a poor 
model for predicting open 
atmosphere processes, so the 
greenhouse effect is debat-
able.  There is no convection 
across greenhouse boundaries, 
and satellite measurements 
show heat escaping to space. 
All five global temperature 

Carbon dioxide
level is rising—so?

recordings show much less 
temperature increase than pro-
jected by computer models.   

There is no correlation, nei-
ther over geologic periods nor 
now, indicating that rising co2 
increases global warming. As 
co2 level steadily increased 
during the past century, there 
were interspersed cooling and 
warming periods. And, most 
recently, with co2 at its high-
est level, there’s been no addi-
tional warming for almost two 
decades.

The alarmist hypothesis 
would have at least been plau-
sible had there been some cor-
relation. But, correlation does 
not imply causation. Neither is 
there any other evidence indi-
cating that co2 increase causes 
global warming. Also, whatever 
capability co2 has to influence 
temperature is quite limited 
because that capability dimin-
ishes (physics) as co2 level 
increases.

IPCC now acknowledges 
that our current warming is a 
record high over the past 800 
years. This is long overdue 
recognition of numerous stud-
ies concluding that the Medi-
eval Warming Period (1000 
years ago) was global and 
warmer than now.Therefore 
our current temperature could 
also be natural climate varia-
tion.

Before implementing cata-
strophic policy, there must be 
indisputable evidence. Why 
has it remained hidden?  Iron-
ically, in any case the alarm-
ists’ own numbers show their 
costly “policy” would, at best, 
have a miniscule influence on 
temperature.

Perhaps some reader, hope-
fully less intrigued with 
ad hominem and appeal to 
authority, can provide this evi-
dence?

A lot has been written 
about the decline of our 
Chesapeake Bay blue crabs. 
Most of the articles mention 
the many fish that eat crabs. 
There isn’t much we can do 
about that except catch and 
eat more fish.

Be careful. There are many 
laws in place to keep us from 
doing that, especially regard-
ing rockfish.

We hear it’s the peeler pots 
to blame. Without peeler pots 
we wouldn’t have soft crabs. 
Articles I have seen don’t 
mention the “busted sooks,” 
or  “sponge crabs.” These are 
the pregnant crabs. To my 
knowledge we are the only 
state to allow the harvest of 
these crabs. We are harvest-
ing them at an alarming rate.

 According to mrc.vir-
ginia.gov, “Adult females 
are the cornerstone of the 
joint VA-MD stock rebuild-
ing program that began in 
2008, when a fisheries man-
agement framework was 
established to conserve adult 
females because they can 
spawn an average of 3 mil-
lion new crabs each brood 
and release about 3 broods a 
year.”  

Multiply that by how many 
are in a basket, multiply that 
by the number of baskets 
sold each summer.

 We are talking about tril-
lions of crabs that get sold to 
picking houses at the lowest 
prices (currently $16 per 
bushel here) to be discarded 
as crab scrap. Each peeler 
that sheds can bring $2 to $3 
or more as a soft crab. The 
peeler industry is not har-
vesting barrels of baby crabs 
to be wasted.

The reason we see a decline 
is the killing of trillions of 

Stop harvesting 
sponge crabs

unborn crabs each year. 
Contact your elected offi-

cials, and Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission, and 
let them know you expect 
them to protect this impor-
tant industry. 

In Maryland it is a $500 
fine per crab with eggs. It 
should be no different here. 
It shouldn’t matter what 
color the eggs are—pregnant 
is pregnant.

ISIS, our porous borders, 
Russian aggression, Beng-
hazi, North Korea’s nuclear 
belligerence, Iran’s contin-
ued nuclear weapons devel-
opment—Why now? 

Could it possibly be con-
nected to the absence of a 
U.S. President for the past 
six years?  

What we have in the White 
House is a chief execu-
tive who apparently thinks 
the three primary presiden-
tial duties are fundraising, 
golf and vacationing, never 
mind much else—like lead-
ership! Not surprisingly, 
allies and foes alike have 
duly taken notice and, also, 
not surprisingly, are acting 
accordingly with no more 
assurance of assistance in the 
face of aggression, no more 
assurance of punishment by a 
now demonstrably irresolute 
America. Basically, “World, 
you are on your own.”

We get what we vote for. 
For the sake of our nation, 

and the rest of the world, 
remember on November 
4 which party brought us 
the empty chair in the oval 
office. Vote accordingly.

Make your
vote count
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Bay Harbor Medical Center

Vikas Maan, M.D.
The best thing about primary care is the people. 

My patients teach me so much, far more than 

they realize—it’s humbling. I’m also proud of our 

staff. Not just because they are smart and well-

educated, but because they always go the extra 

mile to make our patients feel at home. We take 

pride in knowing who you are and where you 

come from. That’s so important, and that’s why I 

practice with Riverside.
740 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway
Burgess, VA 22432

To select Dr. Maan as your physician, call (804) 453-5466
or visit us online at www.riversideonline.com/maan

Same-Day Appointments. Medicare Patients Welcome.

Watch Dr. Maan explain his 
passion for patient care.

Scan the QR code

Bay Harbor Medical Center

We Know Our Patients

Pearl is currently 
accepting donations of 

gently worn clothing and 
accessories in exchange 
for a 25% discount card 
good through October 

31st for all your purchases on New Fall clothing. 

Your items will be sold at a clothing swap to be held in 
our warehouse 

Saturday, October 25th.

100% of the proceeds will 
benefit The Haven to support abused and 

homeless women and children. 
Call 804-435-8800 

for more information. 

35 South Main 
Street

Kilmarnock

Clean out your 
closet and support

a great cause!

Needed - Backpacks for Kids!
Sponsored by the School Counselors of Lancaster High School

Stop by the Irvington Farmer’s Market on Saturday, 
October 4th and drop off a backpack for a local student. 
Backpacks will be distributed to Lancaster High School for 
students who are in need of a nice, sturdy backpack. Can’t 

will be accepted and used to purchase backpacks from LL-
Bean, quality backpacks guaranteed for life. Please come by 
between 9 am – 1 pm and support our students.

Do you remember?

According to a recent 
reminder posted by Northum-
berland County voter regis-
trar Kathy Goddard, voters in 
Virginia are now required to 
present photo identification 
to participate in elections.

The following forms 
of identification will be 
accepted:

license.
-

tification card.

identification card.

photo identification card.
-

sity student photo identifica-

tion card from an institution 
of higher education in Vir-
ginia.

Those who don’t have an 
acceptable form of identifi-
cation are urged to contact 
their local voter registration 
office for a free ID, she said. 

In Northumberland 
County, visit the voter reg-
istration office at 72 Monu-
ment Place, Heathsville, call 
580-4655, or email kgod-
dard@co.nor thumberland.
va.us.

In Lancaster County, visit 
the voter registration office 
at 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster, call voter registrar 
Susan P. Jett at 462-5277, or 
email sjett@lancova.com.

Photo ID required
to vote on Nov. 4

“Remember the Titans,” a 
film starring Denzel Wash-
ington, will be shown during 
a dinner and movie gathering 
at 6 p.m. Friday, October 3, 
at the Masonic Lodge, 1434 
Good Luck Road, Kilmar-
nock.

This free event is spon-
sored by the Democratic 
Committee of Lancaster 

County, reported Eileen 
Wagner.

 Norm Mosher, the Demo-
cratic Party candidate for 
Congress, will be there 
to answer questions, said 
Wagner.

Voter registration will take 
place on site, she said. Chil-
dren are welcome if accom-
panied by an adult.

Democrats to gather
for movie and dinner

YOUR LETTERS

In an age where many letters 
to this paper are negative rants, 
I want to cite a very positive 
example of cooperation and 
mutual interest. The town of 
Irvington has gravitated to, in 
a civic sense, a symbiotic rela-
tionship between the town, the 
Village Improvement Associa-
tion and the Tides Inn. We have 
come to realize that what is 
good for one is a benefit to all, 
and I want to relate a mutually 
beneficial situation that cul-
minated in a good thing in the 
space of a few hours.  

From a morning coffee dis-
cussion at The Local, and a 
phone call, the Irvington Com-
mons was aerated and seeded 
in a joint effort between the 
VIA and The Tides. To be 
specific, the general man-
ager of The Tides spent his 
Monday afternoon aerating 
the commons, at his time and 
expense. This will be followed 
by seeding within the week by 
the head groundskeeper of the 
Golden Eagle. The seed cost is 
happily borne by the VIA.

To all of the residents and 
property owners of Irvington 
who made a contribution to 
the Village Improvement Asso-
ciation this year, this is a vis-
ible example of your money 
at work. If you’re so inclined, 
please join us in our effort to 
make Irvington a great place to 
visit and a better place to live.

A very good thing

A grassroots movement 
pushing for immediate action 
to combat global warming was 
showcased September 21 in 
New York City, with the larg-
est climate march in history. 
Approximately 300,000 people 
participated in the People’s Cli-
mate March.

The event included repre-
sentatives from the Virginia 
League of Conservation Voters, 
the Virginia Student Environ-
mental Coalition, the Virginia 
Tech University Environmental 
Coalition, the Sierra Club, 350.
org the Citizens Climate Lobby, 
and over 1,400 other organiza-
tions. Our part of Virginia was 
represented by over 700 con-
cerned citizens traveling in 23 
buses from Richmond.

The people marching, chant-
ing and shouting in the streets 
got the attention of heads 
of state coming to the U.N. 
summit. It might have also 
gotten the attention of lawmak-
ers in Congress, who thus far 
have failed to enact meaning-
ful legislation to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

There also has to be a dia-
logue with them. That means 
that after they put down the 
bullhorn and the signs, the 
marchers and sympathizers 
must put on respectful attire, 
make an appointment in Tap-
pahannock or Washington, and 
sit down to have a conversation 
with the persons who represent 
us in Washington, the people 
who have the power to alter the 
destructive course our civiliza-
tion has taken. 

That’s what lobbyists for the 
coal, oil and gas industries do, 

Follow up 
the march

and it’s worked pretty well for 
them. So, why have so many 
ceded our democracy to special 
interests? What stops them from 
walking into our congressman’s 
office and having that conversa-
tion? Apathy? Laziness? What-
ever?

Many of us believe that put-
ting a price on carbon, increas-
ing it each year and returning 
the revenues to the U.S. house-
holds will result in mitigation 
of climate change and a better 
environment for our grandchil-
dren. We carry this message to 
Washington. We hope you also 
will contact Congressman Wit-
tman and ask him to take action.

Last weekend we were search-
ing for something in your area 
while there for a family reunion. 
We realized that we needed 
directions from a local resident.

We pulled into a church park-
ing lot where we saw a lady get-
ting things out of her car. She 
had on a bright tee-shirt adver-
tising a bicycle race which is to 
be this weekend. My husband 
asked if there were a shirt like it 
that we could buy for an 85-year-
old bicycling cousin who was 
visiting from Texas.

She said no, but she’d give 
us the one she had on. What a 
kind person! She changed into 
another shirt and gave us her 
own for our cousin.

Her husband and a friend 
showed up and were equally 
kind and hospitable. What a 
great memory of our visit to 
Lancaster County.

We do hope that the race is 
well attended and wish we could 
be there to see it.

Kindness is
‘giving the shirt
off your back’

YOUR LETTERS

Caribbean-area reefs have 
declined in recent decades from 
overfishing, disease, pollution 
and development.

In 1987, my colleagues and I 
documented the first geographi-
cally widespread, mass bleach-
ing (loss of color and symbiotic 
algae) of Caribbean corals from 
unseasonably warm seawater. 
The frequency, intensity and 
duration of warming events 
have since increased, due pri-
marily to human activities that 
release heat-trapping gases into 
the atmosphere, and so has the 
damage to reefs. 

The dangers are real: 60% 
of the coral cover on surveyed 
reefs in the U.S. Virgin Islands 
died from bleaching or post-
bleaching outbreaks of disease 
after a prolonged hot spell in 
2005. Going forward, climate 
change (warming and acidifica-
tion) will surpass local stressors 
to become the most important 
source of mortality for tropical 
coral reefs everywhere.

Hence, I commend the EPA 
for its proposed rule requiring 
states to lower carbon emissions 
by 30% from power plants by 
2030. To its credit, the EPA will 
allow states to choose how to 
come into compliance. 

A steadily-rising fee on car-
bon-based fuels that returns 
revenues to households would 
allow states like Virginia to ben-
efit from the ability of private 
enterprise to adapt, innovate, 
or create cost-effective alterna-
tives to fossil fuels.

A number of prominent con-
servative chief executive offi-
cers, policy makers and econo-
mists support federal legislation 
to implement a revenue-neutral, 
carbon fee-and-dividend pro-
gram. Border tariffs on goods 
from nations lacking an equiv-
alent price on carbon would 
stimulate our trading partners to 
adopt similar measures. 

Unless something is done to 
reduce carbon emissions, coral 
reefs are in peril.

Coral reefs 
are at risk

Mark Warner does not 
deserve to be re-elected.

Mark Warner does not 
deserve to be re-elected to rep-
resent Virginians. Mr. Warner 
has an affliction shared by many 
politicians –talk like a moderate 
back home, but vote like a far 
left liberal in Congress. 

Warner told us we could keep 
our health plan if we liked it, 
and we could keep our doctors 
if we wanted to. But he broke 

Warner doesn’t
deserve your vote

that promise and voted “Yes” 
for Obamacare when Virgin-
ians said loud and clear that they 
didn’t want it.

Warner told us he supported 
the Keystone XL pipeline but 
then voted against it in the 
Senate.

Warner told us he supported 
a constitutional amendment 
to balance the budget but then 
he voted against the Balanced 
Budget Amendment.

Warner told us he was a fiscal 
conservative, but he voted for 
a close to a trillion dollars in 
new taxes and $7 trillion in new 
debt, further saddling our chil-
dren and grandchildren with an 
incomprehensible and unpay-
able debt. 

Warner voted several times to 
suspend the federal debt limit so 
that he and his liberal buddies 
could borrow and spend without 
limit.

Warner told us he supported 
our Second Amendment rights, 
but then voted against a bill 
that would protect those rights 
by prohibiting the U.S. from 
entering into the United Nations 
Arms Trade treaty.

This list of Warner votes is 
just the tip of the iceberg. If you 
take the time to look at all of his 
votes in the Senate over the last 
six years (www.votesmart.org) 
you will likely come to the same 
conclusion that I have—Mark 
Warner is not representing the 
best interests of most Virginians. 

Mark Warner has not kept 
his promises to us. He does not 
deserve to be re-elected.

Hague
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Some days are
just special.

Shop Local Day  is November 8.

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter writer wrote 
about the practice of “tax 
inversion” by a few U.S. cor-
porations. The writer didn’t 
seem to criticize the practice, 
but mentioned that corpora-
tions that take advantage of 
this legal tax loophole are 
somehow not paying their “fair 

‘fair share’

The article on Cindy Wright’s 
Antarctic experiences caused 
me to reflect back a half cen-
tury to 1962 when I traveled to 
the southernmost continent as a 
member of a three-man facili-
ties design team supporting the 
National Science Foundation.

I thought it ironic the com-
munity of Kilmarnock would 
be the home of two individuals 
with such rare experiences. I 
received the Antarctic Service 
Medal for my contribution to 
pioneering research. 

During the ensuing 50 years 
many things have changed but 
some things seem to stay the 
same. I flew into McMurdo Sta-
tion aboard a C-130 cargo plane 
and waited in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, for several days 
until the temperature rose to 
–20 degrees F. 

I recall landing on an ice 
runway, my first of many land-
ings with skis. My quarters were 
basically a Quonset hut with an 
insulated canvas cover. Outside 
communications were even 
more limited. I lived through 
the entire Cuban Missile Crisis 
with only a daily update of 
three or four sentences while 
my wife and young son sweated 
through the trauma in Wash-
ington, D.C. I have a picture 
at the Geographic South Pole, 
taken at midnight with the flag 
at half mast for Eleanor Roos-
evelt; and I circled the globe in 
60 seconds.

I recall telling time at 
McMurdo by the location of 
the sun as it continuously cir-
cled the top of the surround-
ing mountain range.  Perhaps 
my most memorial event was 
standing in the midst of thou-
sands of penguins as they made 
their annual migration back to 
their breeding grounds at Little 
America. 

I remember the cold, bitter 

Antarctica
revisited

winds at Byrd Station where 
continued exposure resulted in 
your tear drops freezing in the 
corners of your eyes. 

As time wore on, I anxiously 
awaited my return home and still 
remember the arduous 36-hour, 
non-stop flight to reach home 
in order to spend Thanksgiving 
Day with my wife and son.

For me, this was an exhilarat-
ing experience which guided 
me throughout my entire career 
with the Navy Department.

share.” 
The catch phrase “fair 

share” has become a label that 
someone or something is not 
upholding their full responsi-
bility. Let’s look at that assump-
tion in regard to taxes. The 
U.S. tax code, as cumbersome 
and bloated as it is, is written 
with the understanding that a 
corporation or individual must 
pay taxes called for by tax 
code regulations. If those taxes 
are paid, the legal requirement 
and responsibility has been 
met. There is nothing in the 
tax code that mentions “fair 
share.”  

“Fair share” arguments usu-
ally center around funding of 
government give-away pro-
grams. Corporations do not 
exist to be funding agents for 
welfare programs.

 As a return on invest-
ment, corporations pay divi-
dends to their shareholders 
creating a situation of double 
taxation. Corporate dividends 

are paid from profits. The divi-
dends are not tax deductible 
so corporations pay taxes on 
the dividends they pay out as a 
part of their profit. The recipi-
ent of the dividend also pays 
taxes on that dividend.  

Depending on the level of 
profit, U.S. corporations may 
be obligated to pay up to a 
whopping 35% of their taxable 
income in federal taxes, plus 
whatever the state where they 
are located requires. That plus 
double taxation of dividends 
makes one wonder just how 
much more “fair share” cor-
porations should be required 
to pay?


