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Up John Creek,
county officials
endorse ‘no
wake’ proposal
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A John Creek
resident received unanimous approval
from Lancaster supervisors last week
to establish a “no wake” zone in front
of his property at the entrance to John
Creek.
The creek is off the Western Branch
of the Corrotoman River on the north
side of the Merry Point Ferry ramp.
The request by E.R. “Bing” Kallus
must go before the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
for ﬁnal approval.
According to planning and land use
director Don Gill, the entrance to the
creek has two 90-degree turns.
“When boats make these turns
at high speeds, it creates waves that
crash against Kallus’s boat house,
endangering the structure and eroding his shoreline. Mr. Kallus will be
responsible for all costs associated
with the placement of two buoys and
the Virginia Marine Police would be
responsible for the enforcement of the
‘no wake’ zone,” said Gill.
Kallus testiﬁed during the public
hearing that he could not afford to put
riprap along the shoreline to prevent
the erosion.
“I and my contiguous neighbors...
have each experienced damage to our
shorelines and structures. At times,
all of us have tried to signal...boaters
to slow down, to little avail,” Kallus
reported.
He noted a common maneuver of
boaters “is a high-speed approach...
with a quick reduction of power to
idle, allowing the bow wave to continue undiminished.” The technique
was even used by a Game and Inland
Fisheries ofﬁcer who entered the
creek recently on ofﬁcial business, he
said.
“Boats are tearing up the spit” at
the entrance to the creek, added Ed
Wignall, a neighbor who endorsed the
request. “They leave a wake that goes
over the spit and washes it away.”
District 2 supervisor Ernest Palin
said he and other supervisors had visited the site and agreed with Kallus.
“I’ve been to the property,” said
District 5 member and chairman
Wally Beauchamp. “I’ve never voted
for a ‘no wake’ zone because they’re
almost unenforceable. I don’t know
how much good it will do, but I’ll vote
for it.”
The measure passed, 5-0.

Town council
takes JB Cralle
Court one-way
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock Town Council on January 17
voted to return JB Cralle Court to a
one-way street from North Main and
extending around the commercial
building towards the town parking lot
behind the row of businesses.
The decision comes after Stan Piertryk, owner of the commercial building at 51 North Main Street, complained to the town streets, sidewalks
and playground committee of damage
to the awnings on the side of the
building from tractor trailers going
through JB Cralle Court, as reported
by chairman William Smith.
A motion to make JB Cralle Court
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Seafood company owner criticizes Maryland
officials regarding recent ‘small oyster’ incident
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—Lake Cowart
Jr., owner of Cowart Seafood Corporation in Lottsburg, this week
lambasted the arrest of a driver and
the impounding of a Cowart Seafood truck by the Maryland Natural
Resources Police on November 13.
“It was certainly accurate that
they found some small oysters on
the truck, but as far as responsibility, we’ve been in Maryland since
1949 buying oysters, and the DNR
(Department of Natural Resources)
has always taken care of the problem
with the catcher or with the buyer,”
Cowart said.
According to a press release from

“The use of the word ‘poaching’ to describe what took place
with these undersized oysters is totally inaccurate.”
—Lake Cowart Jr., owner,
Cowart Seafood Corporation
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Maryland Natural
Resources Police seized the truck
and arrested the driver, Rhoderick J.
“Junior” Newman of Tappahannock,
on November 13. Ofﬁcers found
188 bushels of oysters in the truck,
of which 187 contained more than
the legal limit of undersized oysters.
Newman was charged with one count
of attempting to transport undersized
oysters out of state and ﬁve counts of
possession of undersized oysters, all

misdemeanors. The maximum ﬁne
for the offense is $1,000 per bushel.
Cowart criticized the NRP’s decision to charge the truck driver as well
as a press release describing the incident as poaching. Truck drivers are
“absolutely not” expected to check
the oysters, he said.
“They drive the truck over there,
they open the doors up on the truck,
the truck is loaded, they close the
doors, and then they bring the truck
back home,” he said.

“There is no excuse for any amount
of oyster poaching, let alone what
happened here,” said Maryland DNR
Secretary Joseph P. Gill in the press
release. “A blatant disregard for our
ﬁshery is a slap in the face to responsible watermen, and all Marylanders.”
“The word ‘poaching’ is a totally
inaccurate word,” Cowart retorted in
an interview. “’Poaching’ indicates an
activity in a closed area, in a polluted
area for example, maybe on a private bed that someone doesn’t have
permission to work on, or oysters
that are taken at night are poached.
The use of the word ‘poaching’ to
SEAFOOD, continued on page A2

Heirloom sparks sense of tradition on wedding day
F

our generations of our family
have worn the same beautiful
handmade lace wedding dress.
First, my grandmother, Ruth
Dingee, wore it in the 1930s. Then,
my Aunt Barbara (Barbara Schott
who now lives in Reedville) wore the
dress. I was next to wear it on September 21, 1984; and most recently,
my daughter, Corey Grunert, wore
the dress on September 22, 2012.
The dress is beautiful, all lace, and
has not been altered much. Although
I removed the bustle before my wedding, and my daughter did have to
hem it. I think it was pure luck that
when planning my wedding, my aunt
mentioned she still had the dress, and
for kicks I tried it on —not knowing
what to expect.
Once it was on, I knew that’s what
I wanted to wear. When my daughter
planned her wedding, I mentioned it,
but neither of us expected her to want
to wear it. Again, she tried it on and
we just knew... it was perfect.
My Aunt Barbara and I were
fortunate to see Corey come down
the aisle looking so beautiful in the
dress we also had the chance to wear.
Sadly, my grandmother, who we
called Bobbi, died years ago.
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Town and civic leaders seek
funding for area tourism plan
by Audrey Thomasson
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LANCASTER—Kilmarnock town ofﬁcials want to promote tourism in the Northern
Neck and Middle Peninsula and
are asking surrounding counties to pitch in with a $35,000 to
$50,000 contribution.
A delegation taking the plea
to Lancaster supervisors last
week included Kilmarnock vice
mayor and economic development committee chairman
Emerson Gravatt, town manager
Tom Saunders, deputy manager
Susan Cockrell and council
members Mae Umphlett and
William Smith, as well as Susan
Pitman of Lancaster by the Bay
Chamber of Commerce, Jimmie
Carter of Rappahannock General Hospital Foundation, Jeff
Szyperski of Chesapeake Bank

and Bill Pennell of Visions’ economic development committee.
Cockrell noted the issue is
“bigger than Kilmarnock. It’s
about the area.” She said they
would be talking to counties
from Richmond to Mathews
to buy-in with a contribution
to help pay for “branding the
uniqueness” of the area with a
“succinct message that markets
our area as part of attracting
tourism-related dollars...from
big markets close to us.”
The trend is to travel to destinations that are two to three
hours away, she said. “Visitors
spend 80% of non-lodging dollars on activities like shopping,
dining and entertainment.” Also,
attracting visitors from Washington, D.C., and Richmond
leads to future permanent residents and second-home owners

while having a low demand on
public services.
The plan is to hire a marketing ﬁrm and develop and implement with a target start date of
12 to 18 months away.
Gravatt asked supervisors
to consider a contribution
of $35,000 out of the capital
improvement budget. He noted
some $320,000 was added
to the county with the sale of
Hickory Hollow Trail in 2000.
At that time, the discussion
was to designate the fund for
economic development, said
Gravatt. He noted the current value of those funds is
$347,000.
District 5 supervisor and
board chairman Wally Beauchamp said the request will be
considered during the budget
process for ﬁscal year 2014-15.

Town council goes one-way
caster board of supervisors about
developing tourism for the area.
“I think it went really well,”
Gravatt said. “We gave them an
overview, Susan (Cockrell) gave
them an overview of what our
plan was.”
According to Gravatt, the
board had some concerns about
funding and advertising but did
request another meeting to discuss the issue further.
“I do feel pretty positive that
they will end up being a ﬁnancial
partner to the tune of $35,000,”
Gravatt concluded.
The council also received a

copy of the independent audit
and year-end ﬁnancial report for
the ﬁscal year ending June 30,
2013, as prepared by Robinson,
Farmer, Cox Associates.
The audit shows Kilmarnock
in ﬁnancial good standing, with
assets of $15,657,229, annual
revenues of $3,146,91, liabilities
of $5,143,160 and annual expenditures of $2,741,172.
A staff review of the audit has
yet to be completed. According
to Nunn’s administration and
ﬁnance committee report, ﬁnal
documents are expected at the
February committee meeting.
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Seafood company owner
continued from page A1

describe what took place with
these undersized oysters is
totally inaccurate.”
Cowart
also
defended
Newman.
“He was an innocent player
in this game, and it’s unfortunate because he’s a really
good person and a really good
driver,” Cowart said. “His job
was to leave Lottsburg and
go to Maryland, wherever we
buy oysters, pick them up, and
bring them back. He’s not a
DNR ofﬁcer, he’s not a marine
police that’s supposed to grade
the oysters at the dock, that’s
not his job description. And I
think it’s quite unfair to try to
turn him into someone who has
to inspect the product before it
goes on the truck.”

Cowart Seafood will cover
any ﬁnes which Newman may
have to pay, said Cowart.
“I’m not going to let him
be liable,” Cowart said. “He’s
charged, but you know, he got
quite upset about this, and I
said, ‘who’s the truck belong
to? And who do you work
with?’ So he’s not personally
liable for this by any means.
And it’s absolutely, totally
unfair for him to be involved
in it at all.”
“If DNR’s trying to make
the case that we were over
there willfully buying this
product, this small product,
we weren’t willfully buying a
small product,” he added. “The
buyer had been told not to buy
small oysters, and it should
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16 Town Centre Drive to
offer library more space
for people and technology
by Renss Greene

continued from page A1

a one-way street passed,
3-2. Council members Mae
Umphlett, Rebecca Nunn and
Smith voted in favor of the
motion.
Council members vice mayor
Emerson Gravatt and Shawn
Donahue voted against the
motion, preferring to ﬁrst try
prohibiting trucks on the street.
Council member Howard
Straughan was not at the meeting,
having been airlifted to St. Mary’s
Hospital in Richmond, where he
was taken into intensive care.
Gravatt also spoke about the
town’s presentation to the Lan-

Prize-winning support
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have between DNR, the buyer,
and the watermen. We should
have never been involved in
any of this.”
Cowart suggested the arrest
may have been intended to
create publicity.
“DNR had evidently stood
there all day long undercover
and watched the truck load,” he
said. “Why they couldn’t walk
over to the dock and give a
ticket to the waterman, or give
a ticket to the buyer, I’m not
really sure, other than they just
intended to apprehend an outof-state truck, and I think to
create a pretty intensive media
event.”
Newman was not detained
after being charged. With the
truck impounded, Cowart
drove to Maryland to pick up
Newman.
“We left at 1 a.m. on Thursday the 16th and drove to eastern Maryland, and the DNR
ofﬁcers were very respectful
of Junior and he got along
well with them, he was very
respectful of them, and when
they ﬁnished placing charges
they actually took him up and
put him out on Route 50 in a
Denny’s, and I was there in
about 15 minutes,” Cowart
said. “We got there at 4 o’clock
in the morning and picked him
up and brought him home.”
Cowart Seafood is currently
considering its legal options,
he said.
“We think we’re guilty of
nothing, so at this point we’re
obviously consulting with legal
counsel in Virginia to determine which way to go,” Cowart
said.

KILMARNOCK—The
Lancaster Community Library
will focus on technology as
it relocates from 235 School
Street to 16 Town Centre Drive
in Kilmarnock, according to
library ofﬁcials.
The library is in the process of purchasiong the
30,000-square-foot
River
Lanes and Grill facility from
Bob and Melinda Sledd.
Library Director Lindsy Gardner has conﬁrmed the purchase
price of $800,000.
“We will pay $800,000 for
the building, but we are going
to have a capital campaign
with the goal of $2 million that
will include the building and
renovations,” said Gardner.
At the moment, the library is
waiting for the current owner
to liquidate all the equipment
inside the bowling alley before
closing the deal.
“We passed the contingency
period, so the project is a go,
but we are not having the closing until the current owner
sells all the equipment,” Gardner said.
The contract allows for
liquidation to continue until

Local Government News
WARSAW—Former Del. Albert Pollard and Richard Moncure of
the Friends of the Rappahannock will brief the 2SVXLIVR2IGO
7SMP  ;EXIV 'SRWIVZEXMSR (MWXVMGX FSEVH regarding
fracking in this area of the Commonwealth.
The meeting will begin at 12:30 p.m. February 12 in the Richmond County Public Meeting Room, 101 Court Circle, Warsaw.
Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is a technique to extract gas,
oil and other minerals, where millions of gallons of water, sand and
chemicals are pumped underground to break apart the rock and
release the target material. Fracking is used in nine out of ten natural
gas wells in the U.S.
Proponents of the process point to the economic beneﬁts from
otherwise inaccessible hydrocarbons, or minerals. Opponents worry
about contamination of ground water, depletion of fresh water, risks
to air quality, noise, migration of gasses and fracturing chemicals to
the surface, spills, and related health concerns.
There will be an opportunity to ask questions following the presentation. The public is invited to the presentation and may choose
to stay for the remainder of the NNSWCD regular monthly meeting.
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Residents
of
Irvington,
Kilmarnock and White Stone
who are interested in serving on
their respective town councils
should contact Lancaster County
voter registrar Susan P. Jett at
462-5277, or sjett@lancova.com
to determine eligibility and for
further instructions. The ﬁling
deadline is 7 p.m. March 4.
Elections will be held May 6
for four seats on the Irvington
council; mayor and three seats
on the Kilmarnock council; and
mayor and three seats on the
White Stone council. All positions are four-year terms.
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March, but it could be sooner,
according to Bill Pennell, president of the library’s board of
directors.
“The ﬁrst thing that people
ask me is, ‘Why do we need
more space for our library?,”
said Gardner. “My answer
is we really don’t need more
space for books, we need more
space for people.”
Gardner said the library
hopes to expand its children’s
area, start new children’s programs, and create a larger space
for the community to meet and
use technology in a safe environment. She also anticipates
a ﬂexible technology area that
will adapt to changing technology and allow the use of personal devices.
“Right now, we’re seeing
almost half of our computer
usage come from people that
bring their own devices,”
Gardner said.
“Technology is a big focus
for all libraries, and anybody
doing any renovation has to
think of it,” added Pennell.
A cafe is also under consideration, they said.
Gardner
indicated
the
library is looking to be in its
new home by mid-2015.

The Agenda

Mystery Case of
Wine $72.00
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Local Arts, Crafts & Gifts

804-577-4138

New Art Gallery Opening on Feb. 3rd
We are currently seeking local
artists to sell their work with
us. Our gallery has a unique
business model designed with
the artist in mind.

A2
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We’ve had a great response from some
talented local artists. We are looking
allthis
thiscoming
coming
forward to openingtotoall
Monday and adding to the already
wonderful art community in the NNK.
Stop by for a free cup of good hot
coffee, have a look, and lets Art it Up!

804-577-4138
72 North Main St., Kilmarnock.
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Man with gun apprehended on School Street
Scene declared safe, school was never at risk
KILMARNOCK—An E911 call at about
11:35 a.m. January 16 prompted deputies
and Kilmarnock police to respond to a man
with a gun call on School Street, reported
Capt. Martin Shirilla, chief deputy of the
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department.
The initial report was that a man and a
woman were in an argument in front of the
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department and
that the man had a gun, said Shirilla.

Lancaster Middle School authorities were
immediately notiﬁed and the school was
placed on lockdown, he said.
Within minutes, deputies arrived to ﬁnd
Keonta J. Smith, 21, of the 300 block of Lumberlost Trail, Weems, at the gate entrance in
front of the school. Deputies reported seeing
Smith with a holstered pistol in plain view,
immediately took control of both Smith and
the ﬁrearm without incident, and declared

the scene safe, said Shirilla.
The school authorities were advised of
this so the lockdown could be lifted, he said.
Deputies advised that at no time was there
any attempt to enter the school building.
Smith was charged with felony possession of a ﬁrearm on school property, said
Shirilla. The pistol was seized as evidence
and secured at the Lancaster Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce.
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Sharon Sue Evans, 51, is
wanted for probation violation.
She is a white female, with
brown hair and gray eyes. She
is 5 feet 4 inches tall and weighs
140 pounds. She is of small
build and wears glasses. She is

from England and she usually
works as a care giver. Her last
known address is 77 Wildﬂower
Lane, Mollusk.
Carlesha Shawvel Reed, 26, is
wanted for probation violation.
She is a black female with black

hair and brown eyes. She is 4 feet
11 inches tall and weighs 140
pounds. She is of small build.
She was last known to be working at McDonald’s in Warsaw.
Report related information to
Lancaster County Crime Solvers
at 462-7463.
You will not have to give
your name or appear in court.
If an arrest is made on your
information, you could receive
a reward.
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers gives rewards up to
$1,000 for information on
wanted suspects, robbery, drug
deals or dealers, abuse of children or adults, stolen property
and other crimes.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
0ERGEWXIV'SYRX]7LIV
MJJ 6SRRMI 'VSGOIXX this
week reported charges against
seven individuals.
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Johnathan F. Mitchell, 23, of
Granville Bay Road, was charged
January 21 with grand larceny of
goods from a Kilmarnock business.
Jervon R. Henderson, 25, of
Nuttsville Road was charged
January 27 with credit card theft,
credit card fraud, and fraudulently
receiving goods/services valued
at $200 or more (all felonies).

1MWHIQIERSVW
A Gaskins Road man, 19, was
charged January 23 with violation of the community corrections program as ordered.
A White Stone area woman,
29, was charged January 25 with
ﬁling a false police report in a
domestic assault case.
A White Stone area man, 32,
was charged January 25 with a
Middlesex County charge of violation of a protective order.
A Lumberlost Trail man, 31,
was charged January 27 with
violation of probation in a Northumberland County case.
A Merry Point Road man, 18,
was charged January 28 with
theft of a Lancaster High School
student’s Virginia State Championship basketball ring.
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.ERYEV] Staff responded
to a fuel oil theft complaint in
the 3200 block of White Chapel
Road (no criminal incident;
broken fuel line; see ﬁre service
calls), with Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) to a domestic
assault call on Roseneath Avenue
(adult siblings; public drunkenness arrest made by KPD), to
a noise violation complaint in
the 18600 block of Mary Ball
Road, and to a single-vehicle
trafﬁc crash on Clover Lane; and
notiﬁed Virginia Department of
Transportation and Middlesex
authorities of a report of severe
icing on the Norris Bridge.
.ERYEV]  Staff was
involved in a deer strike incident on Courthouse Road (minimal damage to county vehicle);
responded with KPD to a singlevehicle trafﬁc crash in the 10400
block of Jessie duPont Highway,
to an E911 disconnect call from
the 6000 block of Mary Ball
Road (telephone line problem),
to Ottoman Ferry Road on a complaint of an ATV being operated
on the highway and trespassing
onto private property, to a cellular E911 disconnect call from the
2400 block of Merry Point Road
(no emergency services needed),
and with ULVFD to a ﬁre fatality call on Pinckardsville Road
(ﬁre investigation turned over to
VSP); and received an attempted
fraud complaint from a Lancaster resident (similar to last
week’s report —caller purported
to be authorized to correct a
Microsoft error by remote access
to the citizen’s computer, which
was properly denied. Citizens
are reminded that such calls are
made in an effort to access online
banking information and steal
monies from the bank accounts).

.ERYEV] Staff responded
to a complaint of horses loose
on the roadway in the area of
Cherry Point Drive, with KPD
to a trespass complaint on William B. Graham Court, to the old
Nuttsville post ofﬁce to assist a
citizen with shutting off water
service due to a broken pipe, and
to a suspicious vehicle complaint
in the 5200 block of Mary Ball
Road; and received a felony bad
check report from a White Stone
area business (warrant issued).
.ERYEV] Staff responded
to an assault call on Oak Hill
Road; checked on the wellbeing of a Keep Safe program
participant after prearranged
telephone contact could not be
made (telephone line problem),
and checked on the well-being
of an Enon Hall Road resident at
the request of a concerned citizen
(no emergency services needed).
.ERYEV] Staff responded
to a trespass/crowd control complaint in the 3200 block of White
Chapel Road, and responded to a
suspicious vehicle complaint on
Ice House Drive; notiﬁed VDOT
of heavy ice on the roadway near
Mary Ball and Regina roads;
staged at the Chinns Mill area in
preparation to assist Richmond
County authorities involved in
a vehicle pursuit (Richmond
County authorities stopped the
vehicle before it entered Lancaster County); and attempted to
locate a reported reckless/drunk
driver in the area of Beanes and
Courthouse roads.
.ERYEV] Staff destroyed
an injured game animal that
was in the road on The Lane;
responded with KPD to a suspicious persons complaint on S.
Main Street (subject detained
and identiﬁed), to Norris’s Pond
and the adjoining nature trail on
a citizen’s concern of juveniles
out on the ice, and to a tampered
home electronic monitoring incident on Fox Den Road.
.ERYEV] Staff responded
to the Department of Social Services on a child abuse/neglect
complaint (no further information released in order to protect
the victim and due to the nature
of the investigation), to Mount
Vernon Lane on a complaint of
a person tampering with the lock
to a dog pen and releasing the
dogs, and to a possible burglary
in progress on Peake Road (no
criminal incident); received a
larceny report from a Levelgreen
Road resident (bank card; $717
fraudulent charges); and checked
on the well-being of a Keep Safe
program participant when no
prearranged telephone contact
could be made (no emergency
services needed).
.ERYEV] Staff responded
with KPD to a prowler complaint
in the 300 block of South Main
Street, to a man with a gun call
on East Church Street (retired
federal ofﬁcer was carrying a
pellet gun; no criminal incident),
and to an annoying/harassing
telephone calls complaint in
the 2900 block of Merry Point
Road; received a larceny report
from a White Stone area resident
(homemade trailer; $800 loss;

monses for failing to show proof
of sterilization of two cats.
A Heathsville woman, 49,
was charged January 20 with a
capias/attachment of the body for
failing to follow a court order.
A Lottsburg woman, 58, was
charged January 22 on a summons for harassing communications.
A Callao woman, 32, was
charged January 22 with stalking.
A Richmond man, 54, was
charged January 24 with driving
under the inﬂuence and reckless
driving.
A Richmond man, 32, was
charged January 24 with four
*MVIGEPPW
Upper Lancaster Volunteer counts of harassment by comFire Department responded to a puter.
hazmat spill in the 3200 block of 6I[EVHSJJIVIH
White Chapel Road, a structure
On July 21, the Northumberﬁre on Pinckardsville Road, with land County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
Farnham VFD to a structure ﬁre responded to an armed robbery
on Norwood Church Road and in the Wicomico Church area.
with Kilmarnock VFD to a chim- An assault and a larceny of sevney ﬁre on Keith Lane.
eral ﬁrearms occurred.
Kilmarnock
VFD
also
There is a $5,000 reward
responded to a trafﬁc crash in offered for the arrest(s) of the
the 10400 block of Jessie duPont person(s) involved in this inciHighway.
dent. Call the Crime-Tips line at
White Stone VFD responded 580-8477.
to a possible reﬂare on King
Carter Drive.
Northumberland
County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins this
week reported charges against
eight individuals.
trailer recovered from Northumberland County); determined that
heavy smoke originating from
Goodluck Road was caused by a
controlled burn of a large brush
pile; and recovered a wallet that
was found in the area of Lancaster Primary School.
Staff also conducted 17 trafﬁc
stops, issued three summonses,
assisted seven motorists, reported
three deer strikes, handled two
calls for trafﬁc control, investigated seven building alarms,
logged six inmate transports and
ﬁelded three calls for animal control service.

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&
Take quality consignments
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207
The

CRIME SOLVERS
The Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information
regarding a breaking and entering of a home in the Mollusk
area and the theft of items from
that home.
On January 11, law enforcement ofﬁcers responded to 151
Thomas Landing in Mollusk
where they took a report of a
breaking and entering.
The home was entered by
the breaking of a lock on the
back door. Items stolen from the
home include a black .38-caliber
revolver, silver dollars, quarters
and a pocket watch.
Crime Solvers also seeks
information on the whereabouts
of two individuals.

.ERYEV]%

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

“Moses”
Sight & Sound Theatre

Lancaster, PA
April 29-30, 2014

Enjoy an overnight in Amish
country with dinner, show & Amish market

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Happy Birthday Angie!

Now you’re
“Over The Heel”

Dr. James R. Prince and
'U)OR\G/*ULɸWK-U
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Gary I. Conaway, 45, of
Heathsville was charged January
23 on a Lancaster County warrant with writing a bad check.
Jason Thomas Spence, 29, of
Lancaster was charged January 26 with breaking and entering, trespassing, three counts of
assault and battery, destroying
property and obstruction of justice.

1MWHIQIERSVW
A Lancaster woman, 25, was
charged January 17 on two sum-

The Northern Neck Eye Center is
in the process of being reorganized.
We appreciate the patience of our
customers, during this time. More
information will be forthcoming in
the near future. If you have questions
RUFRQFHUQVSOHDVHFDOOĥĥ
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.
In the company of family and friends recently,
talk turned to winter projects.
As folks shared their plans for upcoming,
mostly indoor, do-it-yourself tasks, I proposed
turning my former exercise room into a guest
bedroom.
Back in the spring, I moved my exercise bike
onto the back porch where I could peddle and
sweat to the sunrise. It happens.
Last month, I gave the bench and free weights
to my nephew. They were just collecting dust and
chances are he’ll use them more than I would.
The room is beginning to look more like a
storage closet than a guest bedroom. The transformation hinges on several factors, the least of
which is adding more bookshelves in my library.
The piles of books throughout the library don’t
have a lot in common with the guest room. I’m
just tired of navigating the stacks to get to my
desk and I anticipate spending a considerable
amount of time there come tax season.
Someone asked why I don’t just get rid of
some books. I choose not to remember who
would make such a banal, yet offensive, remark.
Books are who I am.
My ex-wife once insisted I part with some of
my books. That honey do from hell should have
been a sign.
Several years have passed and I’m still replacing ‘em when I can ﬁnd ’em and afford ‘em. I
know those Tom Bodett books will be priceless
collector’s items one day. It happens.
Compared to children, friends, pets and exwives, books are more self-sufﬁcient, far less
expensive, mostly dependable and always there
for you. I may never ﬁnd another soul-mate to
spend the rest of my life with, but I know I’ll ﬁnd
another book to bring home.
Finding them is one thing—keeping them is
another and I know as long as I treat ‘em right,
those books ain’t gonna slam the door on me.
I’m not alone on this.
“If one cannot enjoy reading a book over and
over again, there is no use in reading it at all.” —
Oscar Wilde
“For some of us, books are as important as
almost anything else on earth. What a miracle
it is that out of these small, ﬂat, rigid squares
of paper unfolds world after world after world,
worlds that sing to you, comfort and quiet or
excite you. Books help us understand who we are
and how we are to behave. They show us what
community and friendship mean; they show us
how to live and die.” —Anne Lamott
“There is no friend as loyal as a book.” —
Ernest Hemingway
“I have always imagined that Paradise will be a
kind of library.”—Jorge Luis Borges

“The person, be it gentleman or lady, who has
not pleasure in a good novel, must be intolerably
stupid.”—Jane Austen
“So many books, so little time.”—Frank Zappa
“What really knocks me out is a book that,
when you’re all done reading it, you wish the
author that wrote it was a terriﬁc friend of yours
and you could call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it. That doesn’t happen much,
though.” —J.D. Salinger
“A house without books is like a room without
windows.” —Horace Mann
“In a good bookroom you feel in some mysterious way that you are absorbing the wisdom
contained in all the books through your skin,
without even opening them.” —Mark Twain
“Good books don’t give up all their secrets at
once.” —Stephen King
“A great book should leave you with many
experiences, and slightly exhausted at the end.
You live several lives while reading.” —William
Styron
“I can’t imagine a man really enjoying a book
and reading it only once.”—C.S. Lewis
“Books are the treasured wealth of the world
and the ﬁt inheritance of generations and
nations.” —Henry David Thoreau
“Books are the mirrors of the soul.” —Virginia
Wolf
“I guess there are never enough books.”—John
Steinbeck
“Why can’t people just sit and read books and
be nice to each other?” —David Baldacci
“People don’t realize how a man’s whole life
can be changed by one book.” —Malcolm X
“A truly great book should be read in youth,
again in maturity and once more in old age, as a
ﬁne building should be seen by morning light, at
noon and by moonlight.” —Robert Davies
“A book is a gift you can open again and
again.” —Garrison Keillor
“My grandma always said that God made
libraries so that people didn’t have any excuse to
be stupid.” —Joan Bauer
“No man can be called friendless who has God
and the companionship of good books.” —Elizabeth Barrett Browning
“You cannot open a book without learning
something.” —Confucius
“The things I want to know are in books; my
best friend is the man who’ll get me a book I
ain’t read.”—Abraham Lincoln
“A room without books is like a body without
soul.”—Gilbert K. Chesterton
The guest bedroom may only be temporary.
The day will come when I’ll have to extend the
library, or move into larger quarters to accommodate these little bundles of joy.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the January
29, 1903, issue of the Virginia
Citizen)
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Two hundred people were in
a mine disaster near Pittsburgh,
Pa.
Wheat is up in the nineties
and raw cotton over 16 cents a
pound. Other cereals have gone
proportionately high.
The Merchants’ and Farmers’
National Bank was organized
at Olney, Va., last week. This
bank is the eighth to be organized on the Eastern Shore.
Mayor Carter Harrison, three
other city ofﬁcials and four
managers of the fated Iroquois
theatre have been inﬂicted by
the Coroner’s jury, after three
weeks’ investigation, for negligence and failure to carry out
building laws.

7SQI7XIEQFSEX2SXIW
Steamer Potomac was belated
Tuesday night going to Norfolk.
Many who had contemplated
attending the oyster hearing in

Richmond Wednesday noon
gave out the idea when it was
found the Norfolk boat would
not make connection with
trains. It was 3 a.m. Wednesday when the Potomac reached
Irvington.
For three weeks neither the
Weems line on the Rappahannock, nor the Randall line, on
the Potomac, has been able to
make any trips to upper wharves
on these rivers. Produce cannot
be shipped away, and the supply
of staples on hand of many merchants is running low. There is
no immediate prospect of trips
being resumed. The wharves on
the lower part of the rivers have
been supplied irregularly, owing
to the heavy ice in coming out of
Baltimore.

*MWLMRK2SXIW
Annual meeting of the Chesapeake Bay Fishermen’s Association, to have been held this
week in Baltimore, has been
postponed to February 3rd, at
the Maltby House.

Says a Fairﬁelds letter in the
N.N. News: Notwithstanding
the catch of ﬁsh with purse nets
last year was light, plans have
been laid and preparations are
in progress by those having
capital invested in this industry
hoping for bright skies and a fair
reward on to attend their labors
and investments. The steamers
will be commanded respectively
with the following named gentlemen as captains: E. W. Reed,
Alfred Biddlecomb; Fairﬁelds,
Willie Haynie; Northumberland, Wesley Raynor; Virginia,
J.C. Taliaferro; Wicomico, Benjamin Jones; Edwards, Andrew
McNeal; Rappahannock, John
Anderson; Tull, John McNeal;
Chesapeake, Thos. H. Haynie;
Douglas, Harry Haynie; Brusstar 1st, Frank Haynie; Brusstar
2nd, Robert Snow; Potomac,
Andrew Anderson.

January 30, 2014
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Focal Point
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Photo by Cristian Shirilla
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

O

n January 18, I presented
Chief Tommy Lewis of
the Kinsale Volunteer Fire
Department a ﬂag that ﬂew
over the State Capitol as well
as a resolution commending
him on his years of service to
our community.
On January 20, I hosted
my community outreach program, “Dads and Donuts,” at
the ofﬁce in Richmond. The
purpose of the event was to
support creating strong family
ties and to help bring together
families in our region. The
event was a huge success and
I am looking forward to sponsoring more events like this
one in the future.
Meanwhile, several pieces
of legislation that I have been
working on came up before
their respective committees.
HB 649 that addresses the
issue with plans and fees in
the new stormwater regulations went before the Chesapeake subcommittee. The
committee voted to include

my language in a larger bill
HB1173 that addresses several issues related to stormwater.
Most importantly, it provides localities that are not
MS4’s the opportunity to opt
out of the local stormwater
management program and
have DEQ run their local program. This will save localities
money.
HB 1112 unanimously
passed through the health,
welfare and institutions subcommittee and is headed
to the full committee. This
bill addresses the continued
public safety problem of the
newly emerging synthetic
cannabinoids, also known as
spice, research chemicals and
other controlled substances
and increases the penalties for
those substances.
HB 770 was heard in the
commerce and labor subcommittee and was combined with HB1043. This
measure
requires
health

beneﬁt exchange navigators
to undergo a background
check prior to being hired to
help consumers navigate the
healthcare exchange under
the Affordable Care Act.
I also presented my budget
amendment to create a career
counselor position at the
Northern Neck Technical
Center to the appropriations
subcommittee on education.
This position will help students in the region prepare
for life after school by providing them with the necessary guidance and skills to
be competitive in today’s
economy.
As a member of the agriculture, Chesapeake and natural
resources committee, I spoke
and voted against HB1237, a
Sunday hunting bill. However,
the bill passed through the
full committee and is headed
to the House ﬂoor for a vote.
I will continue my opposition based on the feedback I
receive from constituents.

YOUR LETTERS
Vulgar reality of
the American way

Should we continue to
allow
big
government’s
micro-managing mind-set to
oversee and control money,
businesses, economies and
people’s lives, destinies, and
liberty— and thus undermine and forsake the unique
American experiment that
has lifted more people out
of poverty than anytime and
anywhere else in the world?
U.S. businesses are penalized when they pay up to
35% corporate taxes, not to
mention insurances, paper
pushers to deal with government regulations and bureau(Transcribed by Stephen A. cracy, and of course lawyers.
To keep up, should they
Redd, volunteer of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum and pay salaries by selling off the
equipment that makes and
Library)

delivers our widgets and services? Or are they forced to
lay people off— or throw in
the towel, move off shore and
hire and sell from there? As a
result, never before have 92
million Americans (over one
quarter the population) been
needlessly pushed out of the
labor force and effectively
supported by the U.S. government at the cost of $1 trillion per year.
Never before has the Federal Reserve’s currency [in
circulation] been manufactured to the abnormal ultralevel of today. As mountains
of ﬁat dollars are used to
pursue our current administration’s reckless brand of
solvency, and combined with
low interest rates, the “trickle
down” spigot closes due to
uncertainty and money goes

where it’s needed the least—
and the rich get richer, and
the poor get poorer.
That President Obama and
his big government elite can
cause joblessness, lack and
needless suffering— or a
currency crisis— Ron Paul
says, “The U.S. Constitution
forbids the states to make
anything but gold and silver
coin a tender in payment of
debt, nor does it permit the
federal government to make
‘anything’ a legal tender.”
Mr. Paul’s insight helps to
understand what a powerful,
monopolizing, tax-borrowand-spend, central government and bank with too much
control over our legal tender
and private enterprise, is
capable of.
1EXX;.SLRWXSR
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his past weekend our family made what
has become an annual winter pilgrimage
to Southern Maryland. One highlight each
year is the conclusion of the day dining at
The Front Porch restaurant in Leonardtown,
the seat of Saint Mary’s County. All of us
look forward to reading the menu, followed
by enjoying truly superb meals.
The Front Porch is in The Sterling House,
named after the family whose home it was
from 1911 to 2005, during which time they
raised 17 children in its ambling presence.
The house was built in the Italianate manner
about 1850, and has undergone signiﬁcant
expansions, renovations and restorations
thereafter. The present façade is dominated
by its front porch, albeit along with a Queen
Anne-style turret added by the Sterlings,
hence the restaurant’s name.
Inside the rooms are copious, with high
ceilings, moldings, cornices and pocket
doors typical of the Italianate period. The
bannister is a magniﬁcent work of art, and
the paneling of the doors indicates the art-

istry of the builders. The rooms are ﬁlled rest of the treats, but by meal’s end, I had to
with antique shadowbox frames hanging on forego the tempting desserts.
the walls ﬁlled with various artifacts found
My good wife had a grilled chicken salad
during the last restoration. In short, the set- that she said was every bit, or should I say
ting is ideal for a memorable meal.
“bite?”, as tasty as my salmon. The younger
Each time we have dined there, the cuisine B.E. had Shrimp and Grits. The portion was
and the service have lived up to the promise. historic in scope, and the setting was topped
Linen napkins are ubiquitous, and the host- with Andouille sausage and a Cajun Creole
esses, waiters and
sauce,
although
waitresses make
I have never witDining at The Front Porch makes one nessed previously
patrons welcome
as if they were vis- long even more for a tri-partite ferry
those two culinary
iting in their own
cultures wedded on
service linking Reedville, the Eastern
homes.
a menu. As a boxed
This year I had Shore and Southern Maryland.
next-day lunch, a
the Salmon Parlarge segment of it
mesan, a ﬁlet atop a bed of wilted spinach, traveled home with us that evening.
with the right amount of savory sauce under
We had arrived early, slightly before 5
a sprinkling of Parmesan cheese, along with p.m., without reservations, and by the time
a scoop of unusual mashed potatoes; it was we left after 6:30, an empty table was not to
sublime, served with bread that was fresh out be found. As we always go there in winter,
of the oven. I also ordered what the menu we have not been able to experience the ambijustiﬁably boasted as being a “Famous” Front ence of the front porch itself, but tables and
Porch salad, which was equally as good as the seats offer good-weather patrons the oppor-

tunity to sit and watch the passing scene,
overlooking the entrance to the town square.
The prices on the menu are reasonable, and
the products are well worth their cost.
Leonardtown has many points of interest, both from an historic and a shopping
perspective, and is near Saint Mary’s City,
Maryland’s restored ﬁrst capital, as well as
Point Lookout, which on a clear day Northern Neck residents can see from the shores
of Northumberland County.
Southern
Maryland’s landscape still hosts a number
of tobacco barns, although the National
Trust for Historic Preservation listed them
as an endangered historic species a few
years ago.
Dining at The Front Porch makes one long
even more for a tri-partite ferry service linking Reedville, the Eastern Shore and Southern Maryland. Until that day comes, at least
once a year we enjoy treating ourselves to the
restful atmosphere of The Sterling House and
our taste buds to the experience of ﬁne dining
within its walls.
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Civil War Sesquicentennial
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Do you remember?
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YOUR LETTERS
Repudiate racebased thinking
Audrey Thomasson wrote two
excellent articles appearing on
the front page of the Rappahannock Record on January 23. The
two articles seem to have an interesting overlap regarding race and
race-based thinking.
The second of these articles
summarizes an event commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
tragic death of Rev. Martin Luther
King. Queen Esther Baptist
Church hosted Brigadier General
Patrick D. Sargent, U.S. Medical
Command, who spoke on the life
of Dr. King and the inspiration he
continues to provide.
I suspect that my favorite quotation from Dr. King inspired
some of Brig. Gen. Sargent’s
presentation. “I have a dream that
my four little children will one
day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color
of their skin but by the content of
their character.”
The ﬁrst of the two articles
suggests that Dr. King’s vision
for a color-blind society still has
a way to go in Lancaster County.
With respect to stafﬁng at Lancaster Schools, the article quotes
the NAACP president as saying
“the most important thing is
‘diversity.’” The writer noted the
NAACP president stressed the
importance of having the same
racial ratio for teachers as the student population.
With all due respect to the
NAACP president, I ask that the
membership of the local NAACP
repudiate this example of racebased thinking that so dishonors
the memory of Dr. King and that
the president re-think the direction in which to point Lancaster
Schools.
%RHVI[.&MPPYTW---
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Thanks for the
compliments
In a letter to the editor
entitled “Self-Serving” in the
January 15 Record, the author
referred to the Kilmarnock
Town Council as belonging to
me. He went on to describe me
as a “fox.” I deeply appreciate
both of his heartfelt compliments. Thanks!
6IFIGGE8IFFW2YRR
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Bluff Point gift
SJJIVWFIRI½XW
A January 9 Rappahannock
Record article, “Bluff Point
PUD Evolves into Educational
Gift,” reported that a planned
unit development project at Bluff
Point has been cancelled, and
instead, a gift to James Madison
University (JMU) and a conservation easement is the outcome
for the land.
As a high school student considering colleges, I ﬁnd the decision by the developer to offer the
land as an environmental and
educational gift commendable
and exciting.
I have observed much development in the region. Some has
been a beneﬁt for the economy
and an asset to local growth. Yet,
the natural beauty and overall
health of the environment in and
around the Chesapeake Bay are

not always protected.
The interest that JMU has in
establishing a facility for interdisciplinary studies in my own
backyard is a gift to the community, environment and watershed research, as well as a gift to
countless students who will beneﬁt for years to come.
Christchurch School includes
a curriculum called “Great Journeys,” along with an academic
core curriculum and athletics. Students are urged to develop
skills such as critical thinking,
problem solving, collaboration,
spiritual and character development, leadership and civic
responsibility, which were also
fostered in me by my family,
church and Chesapeake Academy.
Students examine difﬁcult
questions. For example, “To what
extent do the needs and wants of
the individual outweigh the needs
and wants of the community?”
While not experienced beyond
my junior year of high school, it
seems clear to me the Bluff Point
gift is a ﬁne example of promoting civic responsibility and community, less individual gain.
Continuing my journey toward
college, it is satisfying to know
the land at Bluff Point and the
growth of Northumberland
County will provide a hub for
education, research and development for students from all walks
of life.
2SEL.SLRWSR
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Stop abortions
Snow, wind and cold…but
the March for Life went on
because the cause is so great
and the need to stop the madness so imperative. On the
anniversary of Roe-v-Wade
(January 22), many thousands marched to the U.S.
Supreme Court to make
the point: Change the laws
that support abortion. Some
say, “But…the health of the

804
Unless noted, all phone
numbers in this publication
carry the 804 area code.

Express Auto
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18221 Northumberland Hwy.
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mother!” While we scream:
“What about the life of the
child?”
My friend, Jim Conley, had
a recurring dream where he
talked to God…and God told
him: “During the Holocaust,
the Germans killed more than
6 million Jews because Hitler
said the Jews were not human.”
…and in America, unless
this madness is stopped by a
change in the law, 60 million
babies will have been murdered by abortions…and the
logic is “because they are not
yet human.”
At the conclusion of Jim’s
chat, God said to him (and thus
to us): “My Word is clear: Life
begins at conception.”
Don’t be complacent on this
subject…take a stand, speak
out, raise the roof…be part of
the solution. If not, you’ll be
complicit in America’s Holocaust, and thus part of the problem.
;EVH0I,EVH]
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The Union executed a joint army and navy expedition across the Northern Neck January 12-15,
1864. The coastal army invasion forces often had
their own gunboats and they had their own landing
craft.
The forces were referred to as “pontooners” and
many of those acting in the Northern Neck were
part of the newly formed “U.S. Colored Troops.”
During this expedition, General Marston’s
cavalry and infantry were landed at Union Wharf
(Sharps) under the protection of Union gunboats
Yankee, Currituck, Anacostia, Tulip and Jacob
Bell. The raid carried the troops across Richmond,
Lancaster and Northumberland counties, ending at
the Great Wicomico where they re-boarded transport ships.
Ofﬁcial reports indicate that Marston “succeeded in capturing a small body of the enemy
and a large number of cavalry horses.” An account
written to Commander Parker of the Potomac Flotilla by Lieutenant Hooker of the ﬂotilla’s Second
Division, provides details of the naval side of the
expedition.
On January 16, Hooker reported from aboard the
USS Yankee in the Rappahannock River:
“Sir: I have the honor to report that in accordance
with your orders I moved up the Rappahannock
River with the vessels under my command at 10
o’clock a.m. Tuesday, the 12th instant, assigning
to the vessels their different stations as I passed
up. At 5 o’clock p.m. I arrived at Union wharf
with the “Currituck” in company, and ﬁnding all
quiet returned the “Currituck” to her station, while
I remained at Union wharf ferry. At about midnight
the signal agreed upon announced the arrival of the
cavalry. At 4 o’clock a.m. rocket signals were discovered from the enemy.
“The morning of Wednesday, the 13th, broke

hazy and cloudy, and soon after we decried a large
number of persons on the south bank of the river
some distance above my anchorage. I got underway
and proceeded up as far as Totousky Creek, nearly
opposite to where a number of men, several on
horseback, having with them ﬁve large boats, three
of which were on wheels with long teams of horses
and cattle attached. Owing to the shallow water, I
was unable to bring the ship near them, and my riﬂe
was the only gun which would reach them. Three
shots from that dispersed them, but I did not deem
it prudent to send my boats to destroy the boats
which they left behind, and passed on down river.
“At about noon a white ﬂag was shown on the
beach, and a boat sent to it returned with the information that the cavalry were 2 or 3 miles inland
and advancing toward the head of Corrotoman
Bay. Having communicated with all the vessels, I
again proceeded up the river. During the night, the
weather becoming thick, I found the “Currituck,”
and anchoring the ship made the “Yankee” fast to
her stern, and so remained until the fog lifted (about
noon on Thursday), when I got underway and proceeded down the river, collecting the vessels as I
advanced. At 7 o’clock p.m., I reached the mouth
of the river, having had no direct communication
with the land forces and no intimation of their position after the communication with the ﬂag on shore.
“Having assigned night stations to the vessels, I
proceeded with the “Yankee” to cruise Fleets Bay,
and at noon on Friday entered the Great Wicomico
River, and there found the troops just embarking,
part of the vessels aground, and a lack of system
in the movements. I am happy to say that within
an hour after my arrival everything was aﬂoat and
the troops embarked, and at 2 o’clock p.m., having
led the line out of the river, I bade farewell to the
expedition and proceeded to the Rappahannock.”
This article is provided as a service of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum & Library and Lancaster
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee with
assistance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil War
Northern Neck.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

A

gain, Congress recently
faced a deadline to fund the
federal government. By passing
last-minute legislation, Congress
averted a shutdown by a slim
margin and funded the government for the rest of ﬁscal year
2014.
I don’t agree with every provision in this agreement. However, I supported the legislation
because a shutdown beneﬁts no
one, and it provides the basic
funding of our Department of
Defense and a partial restoration
of funding for our national security and military readiness.
Ensuring our troops, deployed

across the globe or those training here at home, have what
they need to do the mission at
hand, is essential to me. Much
work remains not only to get our
nation’s spending under control
but also to ensure it is properly
managed.
Some of the folks watching
this debate closely are our veterans, concerned with the provision originally included in the
budget agreement in December
that slowed the rate of the costof-living adjustments for their
pensions. I am pleased that
medically-retired personnel and
survivor beneﬁt plan recipients

will see a COLA restoration. I
am disappointed this legislation
did not reinstate the reduction for
all veterans.
I have sponsored legislation to
restore the COLA and am working with House armed services
committee leaders to ﬁx this.
In 2014, I will continue to
ﬁght for Congress to simply get
back to work, a return to “regular
order, ” consideration of legislation for each area of spending in
a timely manner before a new
ﬁscal year begins. It is simply
common sense, and would help
avert the “crisis management”
that plagues Washington, D.C.
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WE ARE YOUR 1(:
KUBOTA HEADQUARTERS
located in Gloucester Point
Schedule
Your Service by
March 15th and
Receive FREE
Pick Up
& Delivery

We have welcomed Jimmy Clegg and Technicians,
Donnie Brown & Steve Mise of Clegg’s Diesel &
Marine to our Gloucester location.
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SCHEDULE SERVICE ONLINE at www.landandcoates.com

service@landandcoates.com
Gloucester Point (Hayes)

