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Miss Rogers crowned Queen of the Holly Realm
Hannah Elizabeth Rogers of Reedville was crowned Queen of the 118th Holly Ball December 28 at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club, Kilmarnock. From left are (front row) 117th Queen Elizabeth 
Lee Rogers, Miss Rogers, Emma Kehlbeck and Kathryn Gordon Passagaluppi; (next row) master of 
ceremonies Ammon Gresham Dunton Jr., Zachary Alexander Rienerth, orator Del. Margaret Bevans 
Ransone, Justin Kyle Lewis, James Flexmer Chase McCarthy and Robert Waring Baylor III. Miss Rogers 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ray Rogers III. She was presented by her father, and escorted 
by Lewis. See story on page A2. Photo by Anne Reisner

LANCASTER—Supervisors last 
month appropriated the second half 
of the county’s operating budget for 
fiscal year 2013-14 in the amount of 
$13,082,374.

The appropriation included a provi-
sion allowing Lancaster School Board 
to transfer $44,000 from the instruc-
tion category to administration in 
order to hire a third full-time nurse for 
the school district.

The approval of funding for the 
nursing position came just two hours 
after one school nurse retired and 
another resigned. When children 
return to classes on Monday, January 
6, school officials hope to have sub-
stitute nurses in place, they said. The 
board is advertising to permanently 
fill all three positions.

In other business, supervisors 
unanimously amended the zoning 
ordinance regarding internet poles. 
Residents may now erect high-speed 
communication antennas less than 100 
feet in total height with main structure 
setbacks on their property as a permit-
ted use. The amendment applies to all 
districts except the waterfront overlay.

The measure did not receive an 
endorsement from the planning com-
mission because members felt it was 
important that adjoining neighbors 
receive official notification.

Supervisors covered an $80,000 gap 
in capital improvement funding for a 

voice-over internet phone (VOIP) 
system for the school district. The gap 
occurred when school officials found 
out the $165,000 system was not eli-
gible for e-rate reimbursement funds 
as originally thought.

“The failure to get the $80,000 (sub-
sidy) leaves a big hole in the capital 
improvement budget,” said District 1 
supervisor Butch Jenkins.

“Leftover funds in the school budget 
will fill the gap,” said District 2 super-
visor Ernest Palin.

The VOIP system is expected to 
immediately start saving money for 
the school district since the system 
uses internet technology.

“I found it very disturbing that they 
had to go on ebay to get parts of the 
phone system,” said District 4 super-
visor William Lee. “We need to get 
these people in a better position with 
the phone system.”

Supervisors also authorized the 
exemption of emergency medical 
services fees in whole or part based 
on income. In August, supervi-
sors approved service fees of $450 
for Basic Life Support, $550 for 
Advanced Life Support 1, and $650 
for Advanced Life Support 2.

“We’ve had numerous meetings 
on this with adjoining counties,” said 
District 5 supervisor and director of 
emergency service Wally Beauchamp. 
“It gives relief to those people who 
can’t afford it. It’s something we need 
to do.”

Lancaster supervisors
appropriate remaining
2013-14 county funds

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Supervisors last 
month elected B. Wally Beauchamp 
of District 5 as chairman and Jason D. 
Bellows of District 3 as vice chairman 
for 2014. Both received unanimous 
support in 5-0 votes. 

Beauchamp was first elected to the 
board in 1997 and will be serving his 
fifth term as chairman in 16 years on 
the board. Bellows is serving as vice 
chairman for the first time. He was 
elected to a first term in 2011.

According to Beauchamp, top 
issues facing the board in 2014 con-
tinue to be providing jobs and broad-
band service for the county and 

Northern Neck. Another carry-over is 
to “provide good, sound reliable rep-
resentation to all citizens in the county 
and fiscal responsibility in govern-
ment.” Also, he hopes the board will 
continue to search for public access to 
the water. 

“Hopefully, we’ll have something 
to announce soon,” he said, regarding 
public access. 

Supervisors adopted a schedule that 
has them meeting on the last Thurs-
day of each month, with three excep-
tions:  January 23, November 20 and 
December 15. 

Members adopted the by-laws on a 
5-0 vote.

Among other appointments, Dis-

trict 4 supervisor William Lee will 
serve on the planning commission and 
the Historic Resources Commission. 

Beauchamp will continue on the 
Northern Neck Planning District Com-
mission with Bellows as alternate. 
Also, Beauchamp will continue to 
serve as emergency services director. 
He will be joined by Lee on the North-
ern Neck/Chesapeake Bay Partnership 
and District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins 
on the finance steering committee. 

District 2 supervisor Ernest Palin 
remains on the Social Services board. 

Bellows continues to serve as liai-
son to the Virginia Association of 
Counties and the Rappahannock River 
Basin Commission.

Lancaster board reorganizes

B. Wally Beauchamp Jason Bellows

by Audrey Thomasson

Monday ends the holiday season break and it’s back to school for students. 
With the new year comes mandatory school uniforms at Lancaster 

Middle School (LMS).
Kids already know what’s expected of them since uniforms have been 

optional (and rewarded) since the term began. However, new colors have been 
added along with consequences for not dressing according to code.
The do’s

All shirts, long or short sleeve, must have a collar and must be tucked in. 
Solid color turtlenecks or long-sleeve T-shirts are permitted under the appropri-
ate collared shirt. New shirt colors of black and pink were added to red, heather 
gray, white, navy and light blue.

Navy, black and khaki bottoms at a respectable and modest length in pants, 
capris, walking shorts, jumpers, skirts and skorts are allowed. They must be 
worn at the waist and a belt is required if the bottoms have belt loops.

Appropriate shoes are required at all times with enclosed toes and heels. 
The don’ts

No hooded apparel, sleeveless shirts, tees or tank tops. Lounge wear, sweat-
pants and pajamas are also banned. No decals, logos, patterns or prints should 
be visible.
Consequences

First offense results in a letter/phone call home. A second offense results in 
another phone call to parents while a third offense requires a parent confer-
ence. Additional offenses will result in in-school suspensions.

LANCASTER—After nearly a 
year of waiting on DNA testing, 
Emerson Stevens is no closer to 
proving he is innocent of the murder 
of Mary Keyser Harding some three 
decades ago.  

In a report from Bode Technology 
of Lorton to the Innocence Project 
at the University of Virginia School 
of Law, forensic scientists said DNA 
testing was inconclusive even using 
advanced testing methods. 

In late January 2013, Circuit 
Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III 
granted a motion pursued by Inno-
cence Project legal director Mat-
thew Engle to have DNA tested on 
hair that was used to convict Stevens 
of the 1985 murder of Harding.
1986 conviction

It took two trials to convict Ste-
vens. The first ended in a hung jury. 
A second jury convicted him in 
1986 of abduction and first degree 
murder, sentencing him to prison for 
164 years and a day.

Stevens’ conviction was based, in 
part, on a single strand of hair simi-

lar in color to the victim’s which was 
found on a shirt tucked under the 
seat of his vehicle. The hair was the 
only direct physical evidence which 
resulted in his conviction and life 
sentence.  

The police investigation imme-
diately focused on Stevens after a 
truck similar to one he drove was 
reportedly spotted parked near the 
victim’s home the night she dis-
appeared. That witness was later 
charged with perjury for his testi-
mony and convicted of obstruction 
of justice.

After Stevens consented to a search 
of his truck, police recovered a shirt 
“stuffed up under the seat.” Three 
hairs were removed from the shirt 
and sent to a lab for forensic analy-
sis. Although DNA testing was not 
available at the time of Stevens’ con-
viction, an expert witness concluded 
one of the hairs was microscopically 
alike to Harding’s hair and “could 
have” originated from her.

In arguing for DNA testing last 
year, Engle stated scientists have 
now concluded that microscopically 
testing hair was almost totally unre-

liable. “A very large number of bad 
convictions were obtained based on 
hair analysis,” he said. 
2013 DNA results

In the forensic report released 
late last month, scientists noted five 
of the hairs provided came from 
a non-human source and were not 
tested further. Four other hairs were 
determined to be human. However, 
three proved unsuitable for nuclear 
or advanced “mitochondrial” DNA 
analysis due to the absence of prod-
uct bands. The fourth hair sample 
was inadvertently displaced from 
the tube during extraction and could 
not be processed further.

“We’re very disappointed,” Engle 
said.

However, the Innocence Project 
has not given up on the case and is 
discussing its options, he added.

The Innocence Project is a 
national litigation and public policy 
organization dedicated to exonerat-
ing wrongfully convicted individu-
als through DNA testing. According 
to Engle, the University of Virginia 
chapter began working on Stevens’ 
case in 2010.

Report indicates DNA results
in Stevens case are inconclusive

by Audrey Thomasson

Back to LMS in school uniforms
by Audrey Thomasson
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Hannah Elizabeth Rogers 
of Reedville was crowned 

Queen of the Holly Realm 
December 28 at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club, 
Kilmarnock. She will serve as 
the 118th queen of the Holly 
Ball, the Tidewater Founda-
tion’s fundraising arm. Some 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula area debutantes were 
presented.  

Del. Margaret Bevans Ran-
sone of Kinsale provided an 
eloquent oration and crowned 
Miss Rogers with the tradi-
tional crown worn by former 
queens, reported publicity 
committee member Amy 
Humphreys.

Miss Rogers is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ray 
Rogers III. She was presented 
by her father, and escorted by 
Justin Kyle Lewis.

She chose as her attendants 
Emma Kehlbeck, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kehl-
beck of Marshall, Mich., and 
Kathryn Gordon Passagaluppi, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Thomas Passagaluppi 
of Tappahannock.

Miss Kelbeck was presented 
by her father and escorted by 
James Flexmer Chase McCar-

thy, and Miss Passagaluppi 
was presented by her father 
and escorted by Mr. Robert 
Waring Baylor III.

Miss Rogers succeeds Eliza-
beth Lee Rogers of Reedville, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Neale Rogers.                                               

Ammon Gresham Dunton 
Jr. served as master of ceremo-
nies.  

Other debutantes presented 
were Rachel Lee Berger, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dandridge Ladell Pierson 
of Warsaw, presented by her 
father, escorted by Samuel 
Edwin Haynie; Lauren Brooke 
Brent, the daughter of Kim-
berly Ann Haynie of Lan-
caster, presented by Thomas 
Straughan Beane Jr., escorted 
by Kyle Joseph Gaskins; and 
Alexis Kendall Lee Bruzgul, 
the daughter of Mary Kendall 
Lee Stoneham of Lancaster 
and Dr. Joseph Bernard Bru-
zgul of Buffalo, N.Y., pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Nicholas Nevette Chiles.

Also, Anne Austin Carden, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Taylor Carden Jr. of 
Charlottesville, presented by 
her father, escorted by Paul 
Krida Zakin; Taylor Nicole 

From left are (front row) Taylor Nicole Childress, Anne Austin Carden, Paige Nelson Pittman, Hannah Elizabeth Rogers, Sarah Grace Hurley, 
Leanna Elisabeth Hall, Lauren Brooke Hudnall, Kathryn Gordon Passagaluppi and Lauren Brooke Brent; (next row) Rachel Lee Berger, Megan 
Grace Knight, Hannah Morgan Smith, Olivia Grace Haase, Elizabeth Spotswood Hudnall, Emma Kehlbeck, Cassie Christine Haydon and Caitlyn 
Louise Cralle; (next row) Somerville Gwathmey Glubiak, Alexis Kendall Lee Bruzgul, Elizabeth Latané McCarthy; (next row) Jessica Taylor Rew, 
117th Queen Elizabeth Lee Rogers and Micaela Rowell Pittman. Photo by Yours Truly Photography

Miss Hannah Elizabeth Rogers crowned Queen of the Holly Realm
Childress, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Brittwood 
Swann of Callao, presented 
by her father, escorted by Levi 
Dakota Payne; Caitlyn Louise 
Cralle, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Christopher Faris 
Cralle of Callao, presented by 
her father, escorted by James 
Zachary Jones; and Somer-
ville Gwathmey Glubiak, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Gerard Glubiak of Walker-
ton, presented by her father, 
escorted by Zachary Ryland 
Glubiak.

Also, Olivia Grace Haase, 
the daughter of Lisa Carol 
Crenshaw Haase of Prince 
George and Peter Crawford 
Haase of Ambler, Pa., pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Andrew Joseph Crist; 
Leanna Elisabeth Hall, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Anthony Hall of Burgess, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Andrew Brady Haynie; 
and Cassie Christine Haydon, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Emerson Harding IV of Cor-
rotoman and Darryl Joseph 
Haydon of Lancaster, presented 
by her father, escorted by Grant 
Diggs Long.

Also, Lauren Brooke Hud-
nall, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Palmer Hudnall 
of Kilmarnock, presented by 
her father, escorted by Daniel 
Kevin Mitchem; Elizabeth 
Spotswood Hudnall, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chip Hudnall of Wicomico 
Church, presented by her 
father, escorted by Ryan 
Conrad Parker; Sarah Grace 
Hurley, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Boyd Hurley 
Jr. of Urbanna, presented by 
her father, escorted by Sydnor 
Trent Kerns Jr; and Megan 
Grace Knight, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Edwin 
Knight of Warsaw, presented by 
her father, escorted by James 
Hunter Sanders.

Also, Elizabeth Latané 
McCarthy, the daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Byrl 
McCarthy III of Dunnsville, 
presented by her father, 
escorted by Mr. Eugene Byrl 
McCarthy IV; Micaela Rowell 
Pittman, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dannie Harris Pitt-
man of Lancaster, presented by 
her father, escorted by Jacob 
Tanner Cralle; Paige Nelson 
Pittman, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Timothy Nelson Pitt-
man of Lancaster, presented by 
her father, escorted by William 
Mitchell Kellum; Jessica Taylor 
Rew, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Michael Rew of 
Heathsville, presented by her 
father, escorted by Flannery 
Costello Collins; and Hannah 
Morgan Smith, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Roger 
Smith of Kilmarnock, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Bryce Stephan Kitchen. 

Ushers were Jacob Paul 
Hudnall of Kilmarnock, Ben-
jamin Raymond Humphreys 
III, of Richmond, Cameron 
Joseph Duryea of Kilmarnock 
and Zachary Marsten Swift of 
Reedville.

Proceeds from the Holly 
Ball are dispersed by the Tide-
water Foundation to a variety 
of charitable organizations, 
supporting education and 

youth in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula, said 
Humphreys. During the last 
decade, the Tidewater Founda-
tion, via its philanthropic and 
stewardship initiatives, has 
contributed approximately a 
quarter of a million dollars to 
local entities.

In early 2013 the Tidewater 
Foundation made contributions 
to a variety of worthy causes, 
made possible by the proceeds 
of the 117th Holly Ball in 
2012, she said.

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism



Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against five indi-
viduals.

A Hardyville man, 60, was charged 
December 17 with assault and battery.

A Nuttsville Road woman, 31, was 
charged December 18 with disorderly 
conduct (incident arose from a vehicle 
pursuit with speeds up to 100 mph that 
began in Richmond County shortly after 
4 p.m., involving a fugitive, and ended in 
Nuttsville).

A Shore Drive man, 31, was charged 
December 19 with contempt of a West-
moreland County court.

A Midlothian man, 47, was charged 
December 20 with failure to appear in a 
Chesterfield County court.

An Oak Hill Road man, 57, was charged 
December 26 with domestic assault and 
battery.
Activity report

December 17: Staff received an 
annoying/harassing telephone calls com-
plaint from a Morattico Road resident; 
responded to an assault call on Gunther 
Lane (victim declined to prosecute), and 
to an E911 disconnect call on Bewdley 
Road (no emergency services needed); 
and checked on the well-being of a Water-
cress Lane resident at the request of West 
Virginia authorities (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

December 18: Staff responded to 
a possible burglary in progress on Blue 
Heron Lane (no criminal incident), to a 
traffic crash in Lively, and to a larceny 
complaint on Crawfords Corner Road (no 
criminal incident); and received a destruc-
tion of property report from a White Stone 
area business (4 tires cut; $334 loss), and 
a credit card fraud report from a Kent 
Point Road resident (credit cards with two 
fraudulent charges, Garmin GPS; $286 
loss). 

December 19: Staff received a 
destruction of property report from the 
17400 block of Mary Ball Road (hit-
and-run vehicle damage; $55 loss); 
responded to a domestic disturbance/
juvenile behavioral complaint in the 1000 
block of Beanes Road, to a noise viola-
tion complaint in the 18700 block of 
Mary Ball Road, and to a domestic distur-
bance on Indian Path Lane; and notified 
the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) of a downed tree blocking 
part of Harris Road near Grace Hill. The 
school resource officer recovered a ring 
that was stolen from a student in October 
($197 loss and recovery; juvenile petition 
for larceny to follow).

December 20: Staff responded 
to Ocran Road for a dispute between a 
parent and the driver of a school bus, to 
a reckless driving complaint in the area of 
Chinns Mill, to a shots fired call on Slab-
town Road (magistrate declined to issue 
arrest warrant), to an assault call on Craw-
fords Corner Road (incident occurred 
during school; school officials were aware 
of the incident), with Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Benson Road (possible domes-
tic assault involved), with Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to a domestic 
disturbance on Old Fairgrounds Way, and 
with assistance from Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a domestic disturbance on Lum-
berlost Road.

December 21: Staff responded with 
KPD to a shots fired complaint on Wig-
gins Avenue, to a domestic disturbance on 
Lumberlost Trail, to a possible burglary in 
progress on Twin Branch Road (resident 
had locked him/herself out of the house; 
no criminal incident), to a missing person 
complaint on Lovers Lane (missing sub-
ject was located safe within 10 minutes 
of report), and to a noise violation com-
plaint on Ottoman Ferry Road; notified 
the Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) of a complaint 
of trespass by hunters on Waddy Drive, as 
well as a citizen’s  report of duck hunters 
loading a deer onto their boat and leaving 
Carters Creek; and received a residential 
burglary report from a Newtown Road 
resident (boots, tennis shoes, hair clip-
pers, $180 loss).

December 22: Staff responded to 
Browns Store Road to assist Northum-
berland authorities with a crowd con-
trol incident at the community center; 
encountered a two-vehicle traffic crash, 
no injuries, near Dream Fields; checked 
on the well-being of a White Stone area 
resident at the request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services needed); and 
responded to an E911 disconnect call on 
Gaskins Road (child playing with a cell-
phone).

December 23: Staff notified VDOT 
of a downed tree blocking traffic on Shore 

Drive; responded with EMS to a general 
alarm for emergency assistance in the 
3100 block of White Chapel Road (false 
alarm), with VSP to a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash on Old Salem Road, to Black 
Stump Road on multiple complaints of 
a subject sitting in the roadway (subject 
was gone on arrival), and with VSP to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash on Rappah-
annock Landing (med-evac involved); 
received a residential burglary report 
from a Gunther Lane resident (32” Vizio 
TV, boots, HP laptop computer, 46” Sanyo 
TV, Toshiba laptop computer, cash, clip-
pers, sterling silver earrings, food; $2,640 
loss); and was advised by a motorist that 
a waterspout was seen between Deltaville 
and Mosquito Point.

December 24: Staff responded to a 
suspicious persons/vehicle complaint in 
the area of Mary Ball and Peirces roads 
(vehicle gone on arrival), to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint in the area of Pine 
Drive (vehicle was gone on arrival), to a 
possible prowler complaint on Lancaster 
Creek Drive (subjects believed to be juve-
niles playing games with other juveniles 
living in the house), and to a domestic dis-
turbance on Landsend East (intoxicated 
subjects).

December 25: Staff responded with 
KPD to New South Road in an effort to 
check on the well-being of the residents 
after receiving an E911 call from a child 
(residence was vacant on arrival; unable 
to locate any other source of the call), 
to a disturbance call on Woods Drive 
(intoxicated subjects), to a noise violation 
complaint on Rose Lane, and to a domes-
tic assault call on Oak Hill Road; and 
received a report of the theft of a firearm 
from a vehicle parked on Buzzards Neck 
Road (.40 caliber Smith & Wesson hand-
gun; $380 loss).

December 26: Staff delivered an 
emergency contact message to a Weems 
Road resident at the request of Glouces-
ter County authorities; contacted VDOT 
to remove a large animal carcass that 
was a hazard to traffic on River Road; 
and responded to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint in the area of Belmont Drive 
(vehicle determined to belong to a local 
groundskeeper).

Staff also conducted 16 traffic stops, 
issued five traffic summonses, assisted 
four motorists, reported six deer strikes, 
handled a call for traffic control, investi-
gated three building alarms, transported 
four prisoners and fielded four calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 

-

-

-

Northumberland County Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 24 individuals.
Felonies

Edward Lee Lane, 30, of Callao was 
charged December 16 with a capias/direct 
indictment on distribution of a scheduled 
one substance.

Carlos Neal Culbertson Jr. of Lottsburg 
was charged December 17 with writing a 
felony bad check to R.R. Beasley Inc.

Kenneth B. Jackson, 51, of Topping 
was charged December 17 with felony 

breaking and entering, petit larceny and 
damaging property belonging to Little 
River Seafood. The arrest was made in 
Middlesex County.

Patrick O’Neil Cox, 18, of Heathsville 
was charged December 18 with felony 
brandishing a firearm.

Richard James Parker Jr. of Callao was 
charged December 19 with felony unau-
thorized use of a vehicle, grand larceny of 
a firearm, grand larceny of a play station 
and felony breaking and entering.

Richard W. Laird, 43, of Tangier was 
charged December 23 with felony mali-
cious wounding.

Mathew Gregory Carr, 51, of Heaths-
ville was charged December 23 with 
grand larceny of a credit card, credit card 
fraud, flee justice from New Jersey and 
failing to register as a sex offender.

Tony Lampkin, 53, of Burgess was 
charged December 27 on two direct 
indictments for distribution of cocaine.

Clarence Davis Jr., 48, of Lottsburg 
was charged December 27 with a felony 
capias to show cause from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court. He was 
arrested by the Richmond County Sher-
iff ’s office.

Gregory C. Johnson, 33, of Montross 
was charged December 27 with failing 
to appear in the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court. He was arrested by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s office.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 27, was charged 
December 16 with possession of mari-
juana, driving with an obstructed view 
and failing to stop at a stop sign. These 
were Matthews County warrants.

A Callao man, 22, was charged Decem-
ber 17 with a capias to show cause.

A Reedville man, 49, was charged 
December 17 with assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 47, was charged 
December 18 with disorderly conduct.

A Heathsville man, 28, was charged 
December 18 with a capias/attachment 
of the body for failing to appear in the 
Northumberland County Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.

A Lancaster County man, 29, was 
charged December 19 with a capias to 
show cause for the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court.

A Lancaster County man, 24, was 
charged December 22 with driving under 
the influence and reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 46, was charged 
December 23 with petit larceny.

A Reedville man, 57, was charged 
December 25 with assault and battery.

A Reedville woman, 49, was charged 
December 25 with assault and battery.

A Hague woman, 31, was charged 
December 26 with defrauding a hotel/
motel and damaging property. The war-
rants were served by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Burgess man, 27, was charged 
December 27 with a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland County Circuit 
Court for distribution of marijuana.

A Heathsville woman, 43, was charged 
December 27 with two counts of assault 
and battery, damaging property and 
obstructing communication.

A Reedville woman, 29, was charged 
with driving under the influence and reck-
less driving.
Reward offered

On July 21, the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to an 
armed robbery in the Wicomico Church 
area. An assault and a larceny of several 
firearms occurred.

There is a $5,000 reward offered for the 
arrest(s) of the person(s) involved in this 
incident. Call the Crime-Tips line at 580-
8477.

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 

information regarding the 
whereabouts of two men 
wanted for probation viola-
tion.

Kyle Lee George, 29, is 
described as a white male 
with red hair and green eyes. 
He is 5 feet 9 inches tall and 
weighs 175 pounds. He has 
tattoos on both arms and goes 
unshaven with a mustache and 
goatee.

John Robert George, 24, is described as a white male with brown hair and blue 
eyes. He is 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighs 133 pounds. He has tattoos on both arms 
and has a beard.

Report related information to Lancaster County Crime Solvers, 462-7463. You 
do not have to give your name or appear in court. You could receive a reward up to 
$1,000 for information that is useful to law enforcement.  
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

WICOMICO AUTO BODY CLOSED 
November 27th, 2013

   Joe McGrath
   Wicomico Auto Body Inc.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

CARIBBEAN CRUISE - Sail from Baltimore to the warm 
blue waters of the Western Caribbean. Leave the cold 
weather behind for a great mid winter get-a-way.

FEB. 8-18

NEW ENGLAND CRUISE - Leaving from Baltimore, Ports 
of Call include Bar Harbor where you will enjoy whale 
watching, Bay of Fundy and historic Nova Scotia.

SEPT. 4-12

ADVENTURES

LANCASTER, PA. “MOSES” - Motorcoach Tour- Enjoy 
an overnight in the Amish Country. Tour, Hotel, Breakfast, 
Dinner & Show.

MEMORIALS OF WAR - NORMANDY & PARIS - Visit 
Omaha Beach, this hallowed ground is a site for rest, 
relaxation and remembrance. An insightful trip you will 
forever remember.

IRELAND - Enjoy the Emerald Isle and find yourself 
surrounded by its “Forty Shades of Green”. Ireland natural 
beauty, rich history and hospitable culture awaits you.

RHINE RIVER - Historically important and visually stun-
ning, the Rhine provides the perfect way to explore the 
Old World. Travel from Amsterdam to Stasbourg in style.

“Come join us - we’re going places”

APRIL 29 & 30

JUNE 26 - JULY 5

SEPT. 7 - 15

SEPT. 16 - 24

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

CALL FOR DETAILS

CRIME SOLOVERS

Kyle Lee George John Robert George

SHERIFF’S REPORTS

CHESTNUT CORNER LLC
Assisted Living provided in our 

Private Home on Six Pastorial Acres 
with a live in RN BSN

Private Pay. River Views.
804-304-3089

229 River Front Ln.               Farnham, VA

The Kilmarnock and District 
Pipe Band Presents the

15th Annual Burns Night Supper 
and Concert At

The White Stone Event Center in 

White Stone

5:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 1, 2014
Tickets $35 at Bank of Lancaster and Chesapeake 

Bank in Kilmarnock, Bank of Lancaster in White 

Stone and The Local in Irvington

SHOP LOCAL



A4   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

The Hope and Glory Inn
INN – SPA – DINING – VINEYARD

January Culinary Events 

Cooking Classes with Anne Kirkmyer
$68.00 per person inclusive of service charge.  

Classes come with a complimentary 
glass of wine.

The Best of New Orleans
Mondays - January 6 and 13; 

Wednesdays - January 8 and 15

Oysters Bienville from Arnaud’s 

Trout Amandine from Galatoire’s 

Bananas Foster Flambé from Brennen’s

A Night In Paris
Mondays - January 20 and 27; 

Wednesdays - January 22 and 29

Assorted Wild Mushroom Bisque 

Herbed Rack of Lamb 

Baked Pears with Brie Cheese and a Caramel Sauce

Dinner in the Dining Hall of The Hope and Glory Inn
$65.00 per person inclusive of service charge.

Classic Caesar Salad

Chateaubriand topped with a Creamy Oyster 
Sauce with a hint of an aged Tawny Sherry

Blueberry Pain Perdue with a Brandy Sauce

Call us to learn more  – 804-438-6053

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster Community Library 
recently entered a contract to purchase River Lanes and Grill 
in Kilmarnock, according to library board of directors president 
Bill Pennell.

The contract is not yet finalized, said Pennell. The due dili-
gence period will expire January 10, at which time if the library 
has not pulled out, the contract will be final.

Details are “very iffy,” Pennell said. “Certainly the library has 
a plan, if the sale goes through, that we will move the library 
over there.”

The library would be relocating from 235 School Street to 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock.

The library opened in October 1961 in “the little white house” 
adjacent to the current facility, which opened in 1975. It was 
expanded in 1991.  

The price for the bowling alley is fixed, but has not been dis-
closed. 

Current owners Robert and Melinda Sledd of Richmond 
acquired the facility in April 2012 and River Lanes and Grill 
opened in June 2012.

Local entrepreneur Shawn Donahue initially opened the 
approximately 30,000-square-foot facility in February 2010 as 
the Kilmarnock Entertainment Center.

Rumors that the Lancaster Players are involved in the upcom-
ing purchase are untrue, said Pennell.

“It is our intention to have a discussion with the Lancaster 
Players to see if they would be interested in leasing a part of the 
library,” said Pennell.

A capital campaign to raise funds for the purchase has not 
yet begun. A related press release offering more information is 
forthcoming, he added.

WHITE STONE—A car lost 
control coming off the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
toward White Stone, hitting a 
tree and utility pole late Monday, 
December 23, according to Vir-
ginia State Police.

Two people were in the car 
when it crossed the opposite 
lane and wrecked on the side 
of the road at about 11:15 p.m., 
reported Senior Trooper Rodney 
Ward. Both were evacuated by 
helicopter to the Virginia Com-
monwealth University Medical 
Center.

Reports that the male driver 
died the next day are so far 
unconfirmed. Police have with-
held his name until more infor-
mation is known.

The female passenger was 
Michelle White of White Stone.

Senior Trooper Ward indicated 
the roadway was wet and “speed 
may have been a factor.” 

LANCASTER—A young 
mother convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter in the stabbing 
death of her boyfriend was sen-
tenced December 20 to seven 
years in prison.

Cheyenne Jessica Mcdowell, 
22, apologized to the family and 
friends of 24-year-old Marcus 
Segar Jr.

“I’m so sorry for everything 
that has happened. I never meant 
it to happen,” said Mcdowell. 
She also thanked Segar’s mother, 
Dell Segar, for bringing her 
daughter to the jail for visits. “I 
love you,” she told Segar.

Attorney Charles McKerns 
Jr. put several witnesses on the 
stand for the sentencing hearing, 
including Mcdowell’s grand-
mother, who testified that as a 

child Mcdowell had been sexu-
ally abused by her mother’s boy-
friends and in foster care.

Also testifying at the sentenc-
ing hearing was pastor Mike 
Gates of the City Worship Center 
in Kilmarnock and The Haven 
Shelter and Services direc-
tor Ruth Micklem. Both said 
Mcdowell had worked hard to 
improve and was now minister-
ing to other women at the shelter. 
Both testified they believed she 
can be successful. 

“Despite everything she went 
through as a child, she graduated 
and completed some college,” 
McKerns said. He maintained 
Mcdowell had silently endured 
years of physical abuse that 
resulted in an expert witness 
diagnosing her with battered 
person syndrome (BPS) and 
post traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD). “She will need a lot of 
help to work through the prob-
lems. Fortunately she has a lot of 
resources to help her.”

He asked Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III to have her serve 
her sentence at The Haven.

“She has a great deal to offer. 
We can’t bring Marcus Segar 
back and she has to be held 
accountable, but she did not act 
with malice as the jury found,” 
said McKerns.

Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham asked the 
judge to uphold the jury’s sen-
tence of seven years.

“This is a very sad and tragic 
case,” said Judge Taliaferro. “A 
human life has been lost...This 
young lady has promise, ability, 
as we heard today. She has many 
things to look forward to in her 
future.”

The following cases were 
heard in Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III.
December 13

Anna W. Merryman was 
released from active probation 
on a drug conviction a year early 
to take a community service job. 
She was represented by Will 
Hubbard.

Nicholas Vaughn Beale, 
charged with felony embezzle-
ment at Walmart, admitted he 
emptyied packages of electronic 
devices such as phones and GPS 
units amounting to $1,092. In 
a plea agreement, he was given 
five years, all suspended, one year 
supervised probation, ordered to 
pay $1,092 in restitution and $420 
in court costs. He was represented 
by Wes Charlton.

Brandy Nicole Bartron pled 
guilty to felony unauthorized 
use of a vehicle, misdemeanor 
DWI (second offense) and reck-
less driving. In a plea agreement, 
she was given 360 days in jail, 
all but 30 days suspended, and 
three years probation. She was 
also ordered to pay $6,758.28 
restitution to Northern Neck 
Insurance Company, $1,500 fine 
with $500 suspended and court 
costs of $247. Attorney Cathy 
Krinick asked that her time be 
served in Newport News jail. 
The judge ordered her to report 
to Lancaster jail on January 10 
unless arrangements are made 
with Newport News.

Aki Martez Gibson, charged 
with misdemeanor assault, was 
not represented in court due 
to confusion as to who was 
assigned to represent him. The 
judge appointed John Hamilton 
as Gibson’s attorney and contin-
ued the case to January 6.

Larry Warner Hearn Jr. 
is charged with five felonies 
including use of firearm, mali-
cious wounding and brandish-
ing a firearm. His attorney, Tripp 
Bugg, requested a continuance 
which was opposed by prosecutor 
Robert Cunningham. Judge Talia-
ferro said it was the last continu-
ance he would allow and sched-
uled trial for 9 a.m. February 25.  

Mya T. Sumiel, charged with 

probation violation, stated epi-
leptic seizures prevented her 
from performing community 
service duties. Attorney Jan 
Smith asked that she be allowed 
to take an MRI March 12 before 
continuing her sentence. The 
judge set a court date of 9 a.m. 
April 25.

Elton Cockrell, charged with 
probation violation on one felony 
and three misdemeanors, was 
granted a court appointed attor-
ney. The judge assigned John 
Hamilton and set a court date of 
9 a.m. January 6.

Ben Hunter, convicted of 
felony and misdemeanor failure 
to appear, was removed from 
supervised probation in Lan-
caster because he now resides in 
California under court monitor-
ing.

Quanika S. Fisher, charged 
with probation violation, had her 
case continued to 9 a.m. January 
24.

Lewis T. Rice, charged with 
probation violation, had his case 
continued to 9 a.m. January 24.   
December 20

Allen Conaway pled guilty 
to felony malicious wounding 
and four misdemeanors includ-
ing trespassing, disorderly con-
duct and brandishing a firearm. 
The judge sentenced him to two 
years—time served while wait-
ing for the case to be heard. He 
was represented by Elizabeth 
Hurd.

Michael Anthony Haynes pled 
guilty to seven felony embezzle-
ments amounting to $53,046 at 
his place of work, Rappahan-
nock General Hospital. Attorney 
Wayne Nunnally agreed to a sen-
tencing hearing at 9 a.m. Febru-
ary 7. 

Jerevon Henderson pled 
guilty to embezzlement of $526 
at Dollar Tree where he was 
employed. He was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison with eight 
years and three months sus-
pended, leaving an active sen-
tence of one year nine months. 
He also received one year of 
supervised probation and must 
pay restitution of $526 and court 
costs of $1,010. Attorney Jan 
Smith requested work release 
which was granted.

Tyrell Montele Smith, charged 

Mcdowell sentenced to seven years
in prison on manslaughter conviction

by Audrey Thomasson

Several dozen Northum-
berland Public Library 

patrons recently had close 
encounters with NASA and 
Mars—and they never left the 
Northern Neck.

It came during a special pre-
sentation conducted by NASA 
executive Lance Marston and 
library director Alice Cooper 
at the library, 7204 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville, 
reported publicst Don Hirst.

Marston was at NASA from 
1961 to 1970. During that 
time, at the height of the space 
race, he held several execu-
tive-level positions including 
executive officer for the office 
of industry affairs, said Hirst.

Cooper recently attended 
Explore Mars and the Launch 
of the MAVEN (Mars Atmo-
sphere and Volatile Evolution) 
Mission, a program for librar-
ians and camp professionals. 
She participated in a work-
shop, a tour of the Kennedy 
Space Center and MAVEN 
launch pad, and the actual 
MAVEN launch.

Cooper opened the ses-
sion with a brief overview of 
the program she attended at 
NASA, said Hirst. One of the 
program’s goals is for par-
ticipants to return and present 
educational programs to urge 
youth to pursue science, tech-
nology, engineering and math-
ematics (STEM) careers.

Marston gave attendees a 
fascinating look at America’s 
space program that was 
spurred by the Soviet Union’s 
launch of Sputnik, the world’s 
first satellite, on October 4, 
1957, said Hirst. The Cold 
War was in full swing, and 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
were locked in a mortal power 
struggle.

“When the Russians sent up 
Sputnik, we trembled,” said 
Marston.

That got worse shortly after-

ward, when Russia launched 
Sputnik 2. The 1,100-pound 
payload demonstrated that 
their R-7 rocket could carry a 
nuclear weapon, noted Mar-
ston. 

America’s early attempts to 
get a satellite into orbit failed 
and, unlike the secrecy in 
Russia, the U.S. attempted its 
launches under the scrutiny of 
television cameras. NASA was 
established in 1959, after Rus-
sia’s Luna 1 sent a payload to 
the moon, said Marston. The 
first seven American astronauts 
were selected and the goal was 
to get them into space.

The Russians got there first, 
when Yuri Gagarin orbited 
Earth in April 1961. Less than 
a month later Alan Shepard 
climbed into his Mercury 7 
capsule for a brief 15-minute 
trip, becoming the first Ameri-
can in space. A few weeks 
later, President John F. Ken-
nedy called NASA heads 
together and talked about get-
ting a man to the moon before 
the end of the decade. It was a 
bold move.

“With only 15 minutes of 
space flight, this was going to 
be done in nine years,” said 
Marston.

It didn’t take that long. The 
U.S. space program kicked 
into high gear, soon surpass-
ing the Russians in the space 
race. Apollo 11 made good 
on Kennedy’s bold pledge 
on July 20, 1969, when Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
stepped onto the lunar surface.

Cooper closed the session 
with a brief explanation of 
the MAVEN mission, which 
is intended to help determine 
how Mars went from a planet 
with water to an arid world 
with perhaps 20% of Earth’s 
atmosphere. MAVEN is 
scheduled to reach the Red 
Planet about nine months 
from now.

with felony breaking and enter-
ing, grand larceny and misde-
meanor possession of marijuana, 
was refused bond. His case was 
continued to February 7. He is 
represented by James Monroe.

David Wayne Walton, who 
previously pled guilty to three 
felony larceny charges, was sen-
tenced to three years with all by 
seven months suspended, pay 
restitution of $2,473, court costs 
of $2,675, and given two years 
of supervised probation upon 
release. His attorney, Jan Smith, 
asked for work release, which 
was granted. 

Erica Patrice Winns was 
charged with probation violation 
because of her continued use of 
drugs. The judge ordered her to 
serve 20 days in jail beginning 
January 3. Attorney Jan Smith 
was able to obtain work release.

NASA veteran Lance Marston said the second Sputnik 
launch showed the Soviets had the ability to put a 
nuclear weapon on a missile.

Library patrons experience 
close encounters with space

Lancaster Community Library
plans to purchase bowling alley

by Renss Greene

Auto crash 
sends two
to hospital

by Renss Greene

However, the judge said a 
“qualified, fair and impartial” 
jury weighed all the evidence and 
convicted her of manslaughter. 

While the judge could have 
sentenced Mcdowell to as little 
as two years and five months, he 
said it was a hard decision consid-
ering all the evidence of her back-
ground but he felt he must uphold 
the jury’s recommendation. He 
sentenced her to serve the jury’s 
recommended seven years with 
three years of supervised proba-
tion upon her release. 

LANCASTER CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

“I cannot live without books.”—
Thomas Jefferson

On Christmas morning I received a 
paperweight with that very inscription, 
thanks to mom.

On the same page, I’d have a hard 
time in a world without books by James 
Lee Burke. A mystery writer best known 
for his Dave Robicheaux series, Burke 
has some 34 books in print.

He has two Edgar Awards for Black 
Cherry Blues and Cimarrron Rose; a 
Hammett Prize; a Gumshoe Award for 
Best Mystery, Grand Prix de Littérature 
Policière-International Category; Bread-
loaf and Guggenheim fellowships and 
an NEA grant. 

His novel The Lost Get-Back Boogie 
was rejected 111 times over a period of 
nine years, and upon publication in 1986 
by Louisiana State University press, it 
was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.

Three of his novels, Heaven’s Prison-
ers, In the Electric Mist with Confeder-
ate Dead and Two For Texas, have been 
made into motion pictures.

He and his wife, Pearl, have been 
married for 48 years. They live in Mis-
soula, Mont., and New Iberia, La.

Among the elements that make 
Burke’s prose so entertaining and his 
style so captivating is that every para-
graph and every page paints a picture 
whether its on Bayou Teche or in the 
Bitterroot Mountains. 

From Light of the World, published 
in July 2013 by Simon & Schuster, 
“She stared at the blue-green roll of the 
mountains to the south. When her eyes 
came back to mine, she was smiling, her 
cheeks full of color. The sun was bright 
on her face and hair and her gold chain 
and the tops of her breasts. She looked 
as though she had been caught in a cam-
era’s lens during a moment when she 
could only be described as absolutely 
stunning.”

Consider this, “Clete shined his 
shoes and laid out his clothes on the 
bed and shaved in the shower stall and 
stayed under the hot water until his skin 
glowed. Then he put on his beige slacks 
and tasseled loafers and a blue shirt with 
a lavender tie and the sport coat that he 
wore to the track in New Orleans. The 
perfection of the evening, the pink sky, 
the distant smell of rain, a flicker of 
electricity in a cloud, reminded him of 
springtime in Louisiana, when he was 
young and the season seemed eternal 
and all of his expectations were within 
inches of his grasp.”

2013 book awards
It should come as no surprise that 

among the 46 books I read last year, 
my best all-around read award for 2013 
goes to Light of the World.

The book opens with “I was never 
good at solving mysteries. I don’t mean 
the kind cops solve or the ones you read 
about in novels or watch on television 
or on a movie screen. I’m not talking 
about the mystery of Creation, either, or 
the unseen presences that reside perhaps 
just the other side of the physical world. 
I’m talking about evil, without capital-
ization but evil all the same, the kind 
whose origins sociologists and psychia-
trists have trouble explaining.”

However, Dave goes on to solve the 
mystery with help from his sidekick, 
Clete Purcel, and their daughters Alafair 
Robicheaux and Grettchen Horowitz. 
This lands the book awards for best 
mystery and best crime-fighting team.

Light of the World also earns most 
descriptive narrative; best dialogue; 
most entertaining; most captivating, 
just let it ring—that’s why God invented 
telephone recording systems; best car, 
Clete’s vintage Cadillac convertible; 
best pickup truck, Gretchen’s black 
hot rod; best motorcycle; best modern 
gunfight; coldest beer; best freshwater 
fishing; best use of current events and 
related social commentary to put things 
into perspective; best book by a former 
newspaper reporter; and best portrayal 
of hot, independent, beautiful, good-
hearted women—Alafair, Gretchen and 
Dave’s wife, Molly.

Other winners
The Holy Bible, 

King James Version.

24:15, “…As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.”

Last Car to Ely-
sian Fields, by James Lee Burke. 

The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac 2014, by Robert B. Thomas.

Good 
Seeds:1500 Rare, Non-GMO Seeds 
2014, by Jere and Emilee Baker of 
Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds.

The Whole Seed 
Catalog 2014, by Jere and Emilee Baker 
of Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds.

Native Plants 
of the Northern Neck, provided by 
Plant NNK Natives: Go Native—Grow 
Native; lead organization, Northern 
Neck Chapter of the Virginia Native 
Plant Society.

oney-

bees & Recipes, by Cartherine Bennett, 
benefitting the Northern Neck Beekeep-
ers Club.

The Way 
of the Shepherd: Seven Ancient Secrets 
to Managing Productive People, by Dr. 
Kevin Leman and Bill Pentak.

The Way of the 
Shepherd. Thanks to Patrick Creed, 
pastor of Bayshore Baptist Church, 
7022 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway, 
Wicomico Church.

The 21st Century 
Crossword Puzzle Dictionary, update 
third edition, by Kevin McCann and 
Mark Diehl.

he End of Diabetes: 
The Eat to Live Plan to Prevent and 
Reverse Diabetes, by Joel Fuhrman, 
M.D.

Stupid American 
History: Tales of Stupidity, Strangeness, 
and Misconceptions, by Leland Gregory.

straight:” Stupid American History.
Sacré Blue: A 

Comedy D’Art, by Christopher Moore.
Sacré Blue.

Wyatt Earp Speaks!: 
My Side of the O.K. Corral Shootout 
Plus Interviews with Doc Holiday, by 
Wyatt Earp and others. Compiled and 
edited by John Richard Stephens. This 
book attempts to present the true story 
of the O.K. Corral Shootout and other 
battles of the wild west, from the per-
spective of the men who survived them.

Wyatt Earp 
Speaks!

a story: Wyatt Earp Speaks!

Three by Randy Wayne White, Gone, 
Black Widow and Night Moves; and 
three by John Sandford, Stolen Prey, 
Silken Prey and Mad River.

Gone.
Night Moves.

Gone, 
Black Widow and Night Moves.

Reacher in Never Go Back and The 
Affair, both by Lee Child.

Elizabeth Deveroux and Jack Reacher in 
The Affair.

The Affair, an 
unnamed diner in Carter Crossing, “… a 
narrow building, but deep, set end-on to 
Main Street. . .” with food, coffee, decor 
and service comparable to Lee’s Restau-
rant, 30 South Main Street, Kilmarnock.

unnamed diner in The Affair. “The crust 
was sweet and the peaches were soft. 
Probably local. Or maybe from Georgia. 
I didn’t know much about the cultivation 
of food.”—Jack Reacher.

The Affair and 
Never Go Back. 

The 
Good Cop, by Brad Parks.

F in Exams: The Very 
Best Totally Wrong Test Answers, by 
Richard Benson.

Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s 
Journey into the Afterlife, by Eben Alex-
ander, M.D.

Awk-
ward Family Holiday Photos

The Good Cop, F in Exams, Proof of 
Heaven and Awkward Family Holiday 
Photos

What It 
Takes to be Number One

Pub Time 
Trivia: Amazing Inventory of Incredible 
Knowledge

The Tender Bar

-
The Tender 

Bar

Raylan

-

-

The Big Bounce and 52 Pick-Up 

10 Rules 
of Writing

“

-

-

Raylan

One Summer

He Trots the Air, 

Advance Care Planning Discus-
sion Guide and Workbook

YOU: Patient 
Handbook

What You Need to Know 
About Oral Cancer

Chemo-
therapy and You, part of the Support 
for People with Cancer Series

-

Eating Habits: Before, During and After 
Cancer Treatment

-

and Patient Orientation for Home 
Health Care

Killing 
Jesus: The Unknown Conspiracy Behind 
the World’s Most Famous Execution

-
Killing Jesus,

-

Other books

-

 Six Kill

Silent Night

-

-

-

-

-

-

Robert B. Parker’s Fool Me Twice, 

One of the Wicked -

Bel-Air Dead
The Forgotten
The Racketeer

-
tionary and Handbook

Focal Point

Photo by Sharon Fine

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject line 
Focal Point. 

This rehabilitated bald eagle was released in 
December at Belle Isle State Park. 

Proclamations at best suspect
With regard to the December 12 letter, “Bad news from the scien-

tists,” the reader should understand that any proclamations made by 
the “Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change” (IPCC) are at best 
suspect.

The climate change industry is now a billion dollar a day industry. 
Their alarmist claims are analogous to earlier declarations by execu-
tives defending their tobacco industry.  

The IPCC has indeed increased its confidence level in anthropo-
genic global warming  to 95%. Amazing, since this increase comes 
at a time when there has been no additional warming for the past 15 
to 17 years, depending on which of five global temperature data sets 
is used. 

The IPCC has also constrained its claim by now stating that our cur-
rent global warming record is the highest in only “the past 800 years.” 
This admission recognizes that the Medieval Warming Period (MWP) 
was a global phenomena and warmer than now. Such an admission 
of course throws all those “scientists” under the bus who had earlier 
argued, rather than provided evidence, that there was “no other expla-
nation” for our current warming. 

The IPCC also stated categorically, in just 2010, that “the climate 
system is a coupled non-linear chaotic system, and therefore the long-
term prediction of future climate states is not possible.”  Antarctic ice 
extent is not shrinking. It is actually reaching new levels daily. Statisti-
cal analysis has clearly shown that floods, droughts, and other bizarre 
weather events have been less frequent and less severe during the past 
couple of decades.

Finally, there is not any evidence that increasing co2 volume has 
ever had any impact on global temperature, and in the more distant 
past it has been 10+ times higher than now.

Both the empirical data and the science conflict with the IPCC posi-
tion and that conflict only grows more persuasive as time passes.

Denis Ables, Mollusk

Caring for creation 
For faith-based communities, addressing climate change is about 

keeping the sacred covenant with God to be good stewards of his cre-
ation and to protect the poor who stand to suffer most in a changed 
climate.

For example, Pope Francis said, “I would like to ask all those who 
have positions of responsibility in economic, political and social life, 
and all men and women of goodwill: let us be ‘protectors’ of creation, 
protectors of God’s plan inscribed in nature, protectors of one another 
and of the environment.”

In 2012, the Episcopal Church said it “stands in solidarity with 
those communities who bear the greatest burdens of global climate 
change… and calls on congregations, institutions, dioceses, and cor-
porate offices of The Episcopal Church, to work for the just transfor-
mation of the world’s energy beyond and away from fossil fuels…”

The Southern Baptist Conference said, “In the face of intense con-
cern and guided by the biblical principle of creation stewardship, we 
resolve to engage this issue…  Humans must be proactive and take 
responsibility for our contributions to climate change—however great 
or small.”

The United Methodist Church has said, “As a matter of stewardship 
and justice, Christians must take action now to reduce global warming 
pollution and stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters around 
the world whose land, livelihood and lives are threatened by the global 
climate crisis.”

As these statements show, mitigating climate change is one of the 
great moral issues of our time, and members of faith communities 
have a role to play in persuading our elected officials to take action.

It is important in this coming year that our Congress acts respon-
sibly to put a price on carbon emissions and mitigate climate change 
impacts.

Gregory T Haugan, PhD, Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

It seems that every day I read about the alarming 
number of older adults with dementia.  Is there any 
way to prevent dementia?

There are no definitive answers on preventing dementia, but many 
researchers and medical professionals suggest:

the cardiovascular benefits.

fatty acids found in certain nuts and fish.

to increase when there is damage to the heart or blood vessels.

activities that may challenge you.

from falls; wear a helmet when participating in sports.
For answers to your questions on aging, visit seniornavigator.org.

ANSWERS ON AGING
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CHESTERTOWN, MD.—This week 
our family has been making one of its 
intermittent pilgrimages to my good 
wife’s territory, the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland. For me the threefold hub of the 
Shore remains Chestertown, Centreville 
and Old Bohemia, and we have covered 
all three.  

Centreville is a quaint town with a fine 
old courthouse, and a modern 
one across the square that blends 
well with the scenery. For tour-
ists, Centreville has lost one of 
its greatest attractions with the 
retirement of Gary Young, one 
of America’s most illustrious 
antiques dealers whose shop in 
the historic part of the town was always a 
must visit.  

Several years ago Gary began the pro-
cess of closing his business, but he kept 
doing antiques shows across the country. 
Now he has retired completely, and a visit 
through Centreville does not have the 
lustre it once did during his days in the 
grand old house a block from the Square.

The approach to Chestertown across 
the Chester River Bridge for the past 12 
years has had as its hallmark the mag-
nificent schooner, “Sultana,” at berth at 
the town dock at the foot of Main Street. 
The Sultana Project was one of the most 
impressive community spirit endeavors in 
recent American history. Local residents 
worked together to build an authentic rep-
lica of an 18th-century vessel capable of 
sailing from the Chester River out into the 
Chesapeake Bay 20 miles downstream, 
and up and down the bay.

Their efforts have succeeded splen-
didly, and today the Sultana Foundation 
sponsors the vessel as a teaching tool 

for school children, who truly “learn the 
ropes” about classical sailing. For the 
winter the Sultana is here in its home-
port, giving the iconic vista of the town 
that has become its contemporary trade-
mark. Today for many, especially tour-
ists, the Sultana is to Chestertown what 
Gary Young was for decades to Centrev-
ille.

Chestertown has experienced its own 
gentrification, but the core of the town 
retains its aura of authenticity. One of 
its most noted recent residents was the 
late Richard Ben Cramer, the author of 
the wonderful biography of Joe DiMag-
gio. He died two years ago, having called 
“Radcliffe Manor,” the great plantation 
house at the southern end of town, his 
home. The house is one of the architec-
tural gems of the Eastern Shore, fully 
meriting an historical marker, both for 
pristine integrity of the structure and for 
its having been his final residence.

Surprisingly, Chestertown is down to 
only one grocery store. The new shop-
ping center that expanded to the north of 
town has lost its big box store, leaving the 
older one as the sole venue for groceries. 
Downtown has seen the passage of the old 
pharmacy, that area becoming more of a 
center for art and antiques. The red brick 
sidewalks and granite curbs continue to 
give the town its definition.  

Washington College, founded in 1782, 

and the only educational institution to 
which George Washington personally lent 
his name, is the largest entity in Chester-
town, and now has the Constance Stuart 
Larrabee Arts Center, named for another 
of Chestertown’s famous residents, the 
late photographer, who died at 85 in 2000.  
She was born in England, raised in South 
Africa, and made her mark as one of the 

20th century’s most celebrated 
practitioners of the art of the 
camera.

Her works range from Afri-
can village scenes to the Lib-
eration of France at the end 
of the Second World War to 
Chesapeake Bay images that 

have defined the bay for many in our 
own time.  

Farther up the Delmarva Peninsula 
in bucolic grandeur lies the great pres-
ence of Old Bohemia, the oldest Catho-
lic church on the Eastern Shore, founded 
in 1704, the present church being “more 
modern,” having been built in 1797. On 
its hill surrounded by its cemetery con-
taining the grave of Kitty Knight, the her-
oine of the War of 1812, and the extensive 
rolling farmland, the site gives the visitor 
a trip back to the 18th century. The church 
underwent a tastefully correct restoration 
in the 1990s, and is one of Maryland’s 
genuine treasures.

The Maryland Eastern Shore is more 
similar to the Northern Neck in geo-
graphic terms than is the Virginia Shore, 
perhaps the reason many of us think we 
are still at home when visiting here. Each 
time I come here I leave with new impres-
sions, and happy to be taking back to 
Virginia what for me always will be the 
Shore’s best export, my good wife.

I hope you had a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday 
season.

As we ring in the New Year, I will start my second term in 
Virginia’s General Assembly as a citizen-legislator at noon on 
January 8.

Unlike our federal government in Washington, I do not live 
and work full time in Richmond. I spend three months in Rich-
mond serving the people of the 99th District as your legislator, 
going home on the weekends to spend time with my family and 
to get input from citizens.

I then return to the district to work at our small family business 
and to be of assistance to my constituents whenever possible. 
This allows me to see what is going on in the area as a full time 
working mother and resident.

I am honored to have been re-elected to another term and I am 
honored to continue representing all of my constituents of the 
99th District in the General Assembly.

I would like to share with you my 2014 pre-session survey. 
I want to hear from all of you regarding the issues that matter 
most. Please take a minute and complete the survey. As I con-
tinue to do my best to represent everyone in the district, it is vital 
that I hear from you and see where you stand.  

You can find a link to the survey at https://www.surveymon-
key.com/s/2014PreSessionSurveyRansone, or www.margare-
transone.com to fill out the survey.

I hope you and your family have a blessed and happy new year.

Do You
Remember?

In 1895, Cora Brent was 

of the Holly Ball by John 
Armistead Palmer at the 
Eubank Hotel (Palmer 
Building) in Kilmarnock, 
according to Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do You 
Remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum. 

The Postal Regulatory Com-
mission handed everyone who 
uses the mail a lump of coal on 
Christmas Eve: approval of the 
U.S. Postal Service’s proposal to 
raise postage rates by more than 
triple today’s inflation.

The new rates will likely go 
into effect January 26 if USPS 
elects to accept the PRC’s deci-
sion.

The PRC did disagree, how-
ever, with the Postal Service’s 
justification for a proposed “exi-
gency” rate increase that it lost 
more than 53 billion pieces of 
mail because of the Great Reces-
sion. Rather the PRC continues 
to blame internet diversion as the 
principal reason for Postal Ser-
vice losses. The PRC only credits 
the recession with less than half 
the USPS financial loss—but 
granted the increase anyway—
noting USPS needs the money.

National Newspaper Asso-
ciation president Robert M. Wil-
liams Jr., publisher of the Blacks-
hear (Georgia) Times, said NNA 
respectfully disagrees with the 
Postal Service’s request as well 
as the commission’s decision. He 
insists a lack of action by Con-
gress to enact postal reform is at 
the root of the problem.

“We are whistling in the dark,” 
said Williams. “We cannot avoid 
the fact the Postal Service is 
operating in a new world. We 
all are. The longer the Postal 
Service and lawmakers avoid 
reducing core costs for the deliv-
ery network, the more pain will 

be inflicted upon all who use the 
mail. Fewer and fewer customers 
will be paying more and more. 
This approved postage increase 
solves nothing.”

The Postal Rate Commission 
said it expects USPS to wean 
itself of the increase over time. 
Although USPS said it expects 
the effects of the recession to go 
on for an unforeseeable period, 
the commission declined to 
allow the additional $1.8 billion 
it expects USPS to receive in 
contributions to overhead to go 
on forever. The ruling requires 
USPS to provide a plan by May 
for eliminating the extraordinary 
increase over a two-year time 
period.

Unless USPS can achieve seri-
ous reductions in operating costs 
without critically diminishing 
services, Williams is not optimis-
tic this can happen.

“This latest action by the PRC 
only makes the Postal Service’s 
survival challenge tougher and 
scarier,” he said. “This decision 
opens the door to perpetual steep 
postage increases for Ameri-
can businesses, including ours, 
which strives to fill a deep desire 
by readers to receive a hard copy 
newspaper, even if they also read 
online.”

NNA Postal Committee chair-
man Max Heath said he is also 
disappointed the exigency rate 
increase is granted. Heath notes 
that although USPS certainly has 
been impacted by the recession, 
so has its customers and raising 

The Citizens Climate Lobby 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 7,  at the Northumberland 
Public Library, 7204 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville. 

Discussion will focus on faith 
outreach and building relation-
ships with people of faith from 
across the ideological spectrum, 
said organizer Dr. Greg Haugan.

Speakers will include Eric 
Sapp, an expert in “faith outreach 
and messaging,” by teleconfer-
ence, said Dr. Haugan. Refresh-
ments will be provided.

RICHMOND—Gov. Bob 
McDonnell on December 16 
unveiled the Commonwealth’s 
budget for the next two fiscal 
years to the Joint Money Com-
mittees of the General Assembly.

The budget, totaling approxi-
mately $95.9 billion for the bien-
nium includes $37.7 billion for 
the general fund and $58.2 billion 
for non-general fund expenses. It 
continues the governor’s focus 
on promoting private-sector job 
creation and growing the Com-
monwealth’s economy in spite of 
ongoing fiscal uncertainty at the 
federal level.

The biennial budget adopted by 
the 2014 General Assembly will 
be effective from July 1, 2014, to 
June 30, 2016. Adjustments may 
be made during the 2015 session.

“We have talked many times 
about the ‘Virginia Way’ by 
which we govern.  We analyze 
and debate budget and policy 
issues passionately but civilly.  
Then we find common ground 
and solve problems,” said Gov. 
McDonnell. “The Virginia Way 
is one of sharing credit for getting 
positive results for the good of 
our people.  Eight million people 
are counting on the Virginia Way 
continuing. 

“This approach is especially 
important today when my intro-
duced budget is handed off to 
a governor-elect of a different 
party. Accomplishments and 
progress require statesmanship in 
both branches of government. I 
hope you will find the Virginia 
Way at work in these budget rec-
ommendations.

“The major spending recom-
mendations focus on the core 
public services which lead to 
prosperity. They also decrease 
our reliance on budgetary gim-
micks that helped in the past but 
run counter to structural balance 
and sound financial judgment. 
You will also find a fair amount 
of embedded caution, given the 
global economic and national 
political uncertainty.”

General fund revenue growth 
of 4.2% is expected in fiscal year 
2015, with growth of 3.9% antici-
pated in fiscal year 2016.

Among highlights, Gov. 
McDonnell’s proposed budget:

to $1 billion by 2016.

higher education funding.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret B. Ransone

Jan. 26 postage rate increase
will be three times inflation
NNA calls USPS decision flawed postage rates now is ill-advised.

“We calculated increases up 
to 7% for some of our critical 
newspaper mail categories. To 
the extent that USPS suffered 
from the recession, so did our 
business,” said Heath. “It is too 
bad the law doesn’t allow for an 
“exigent decrease” in postage so 
we, who must respond to market 
realities, could be made whole as 
well.”

Williams said NNA will renew 
its efforts to seek prudent postal 
reform legislation during the 
annual Newspapers Leadership 
Summit March 13 when publish-
ers visit Capitol Hill.

The National Newspaper 
Association is a 2,200 member 
organization of community news-
papers. Founded in 1885, it rep-
resents newspapers in every state 
and encompasses weeklies and 
small daily newspapers.. 

Climate lobby
to meet Tuesday

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

The Maryland Eastern Shore is more similar 
to the Northern Neck in geographic terms than is 
the Virginia Shore, perhaps the reason many of 
us think we are still at home when visiting here.

Gov. McDonnell unveils 2014-16 budget

2014 General Assembly Session
The Virginia General Assembly reconvenes January 8.  A 

joint session of the House of Delegates and the Senate will be 
held to receive the Governor of Virginia.

The assembly will meet in joint session January 11 for the 
inauguration of the Attorney General-elect, Lieutenant Gover-
nor-elect and Governor-elect.

Another joint session will be held January 13 to receive the 
new governor.

The 2014 General Assembly session is scheduled to adjourn 
March 8.

2014-16 Budget Hearings
The House Appropriations and Senate Finance committees of 

the Virginia General Assembly will be conducting public hear-
ings around the Commonwealth on January 3 to receive com-
ments on the governor’s proposed 2014-16 biennial state budget. 

A hearing will be held at noon in House Room D in the Gen-
eral Assembly Building, 910 Capitol Street, Richmond. Those 
persons wishing to speak may register, beginning at 11 a.m.

Persons unable to attend may comment in writing to Del. 
Lacey E. Putney, P.O. Box 406, General Assembly Building, 
Richmond, VA  23218; or Sen. Walter A. Stosch, P.O. Box 396, 
General Assembly Building, Richmond, VA  23218.

funding for mental health priori-
ties.

-
ance of $50.9 million in the gen-
eral fund to provide for greater 
budget flexibility and latitude 
for the General Assembly and 
incoming McAuliffe Adminis-
tration.

-
geted savings.

-
mance bonus payment of up to 
3% for state employees before 
Christmas 2014, contingent 
upon satisfactory employee per-
formance and savings generated 
at the end of the current fiscal 
year equal to twice the cost of the 
bonus.

increased funding in biennium 
for K-12 and Pre-K.

cover biennial cost of providing 
foster care and adoption pay-
ments. Includes 3% increase in 
foster care payment rates; Begin-
ning in FY 2016, provides funds 
to expand foster care and adop-
tion subsidies to age 21 for the 
most vulnerable youth.

restoration efforts; $2 million 
each year of the biennium.

from the FY2013 budget surplus 
to the Water Quality Improve-
ment Fund.

address study requirements that 
must be met to allow additional 
dredging at Norfolk Harbor, as 
well as for the deepening of the 
Elizabeth River channel.

of Virginia Economic and Infra-
structure Development Zone 
Grant Fund to encourage private-
sector companies to locate along 
transportation corridors leading 
to Port.

debt service on all capital proj-
ects previously authorized by 

the General Assembly, as well as 
debt service on select new proj-
ects.

commitment of phasing-in 
increases to state and teacher 
retirement contributions to reduce 
future unfunded liabilities.

general fund share of state and 
teacher pension benefits repre-
senting funding at 80% of the 
full pension contribution rates, 
as well as funding for the 10-year 
scheduled payback of deferred 
employee retirement contribu-
tions from fiscal years 2011 and 
2012.

Support Public Safety Efforts; 
including $22.2 million for 
Sheriffs, Commonwealth’s 
Attorneys,and Circuit Court 
Clerk Deputies to fund new 
hires, reduce overcrowding in 
jails, fund long overdue pay 
increases, and support other criti-
cal operations; and $21.3 million 
in additional funding to assist 
local law enforcement through 
the “599” program.

-
mitment to improve Virginia’s 
prisoner re-entry process with 
$2.8 million in new funding 
to help prisoners successfully 
rejoin society; and appropriates 
nearly $450,000 for additional 
staffing to further streamline and 
expedite the state’s restoration of 
rights process.

AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
to provide access to life-saving 
medications for the treatment 
of HIV and related illnesses for 
low-income clients.

biennium to the Virginia Hous-
ing Trust Fund, and $500,000 in 
additional revenue each year to 
Virginia’s rapid re-housing pro-
gram, to continue the administra-
tion’s homelessness prevention 
and reduction efforts.
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On December 19, Nor-
thumberland Middle School 
eighth-graders presented Julia 
Pritchard of the Northumber-
land County Red Cross a check 
in the amount of $309. 

The eighth-graders com-
peted by homeroom to see who 
could collect the most quarters, 
said school counselor Krista K. 
HundleySisk. 

Missy Packett’s homeroom 
won the contest, presented the 
check and celebrated with an 
ice cream cake provided by the 
NMS Parent Faculty Organiza-
tion, said HundleySisk.

On December 20, a bus load 
of NMS students traveled to 
The Orchard and Farnham 
Manor to deliver blankets and 
stockings assembled by sixth- 
and seventh-graders, she said.

The middle school “elves” 
also made a stop at the North-
ern Neck Food Bank in  

NMS students spread Christmas cheer

From left are (front row) Christian Headley, Cody Rock, Noah Hamilton, Kimberly 
Palka and Austin Mothershead; (next row) Justin Rock, Tyler Deitz, Mark Ranson, 
Jesus Acosta, Destiny Basey, Lizzie Swann, Julia Pritchard, assistant principal Debra 
DeVivi, Cynthia Davis and Kiley Filipovic.

From left are Jaheim Owens, Northern Neck Food 
Bank director Lance Barton, Jessica Jenkins and Rachel 
Jackson.

Warsaw to deliver more than 
600 pounds of canned goods 
and a check for $167 that the 
student body and faculty col-
lected, said HundleySisk.

This was another oppor-
tunity for the students to see 
where hard work would pay 

off and how much their efforts 
could impact another person’s 
life and well-being, she said.

This all represents the 
school’s drive to teach youth 
the importance of community 
involvement and giving to 
others, added HundleySisk.

Santa visits library 
Santa visited the Northumberland Public Library in Heathsville December 21 for 
songs, stories, snacks and photos. Library director Alice Cooper played the keyboard 
as children’s librarian Jan Bates and Santa sang with the audience. More than 100 
parents and children attended the event.

The Richard Henry Lee Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution fully funded a $500 
scholarship for Lancaster High 
School junior Joey Rudolph to 
attend a three-day student con-
ference at Freedoms Foundation 
of Valley Forge.

The chapter also fully funded 
a $1,400 scholarship for U.S. 
history teacher  Paul Stone, to 
attend a five-day seminar for 
high school teachers.

 Both recipients attended the 
chapter’s December 16 meeting 
at Rappahannock Westminster 
–Canterbury near Irvington, 
reported chapter media contact 

Bob Denton.
On behalf of the SAR, the 

scholarships were presented by 
Clark Waring, president of the 
Mary Ball Washington chapter 
of the Freedoms Foundation of 
Valley Forge, said Denton.

“This support is an example of 
the SAR’s community involve-
ment, supporting students and 
teachers in a way that reinforces 
their understanding of what our 
founding fathers envisioned,” 
said chapter president Dick Fick-
ling.

The Freedoms Foundation, 
near the Valley Forge National 
Historic Park in Pennsylvania, 

is dedicated to helping students, 
teachers, and citizens gain a 
greater awareness and appre-
ciation of the principles of a free 
and democratic society.

In particular, the foundation’s 
mission is to ensure the Ameri-
can people understand the unique 
principles—as expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights—upon which the nation 
was founded, and to appreciate 
the enduring relevance of these 
principles.

The chapter will not meet 
in January or February, said 
Denton. 

SAR chapter awards scholarships to
Freedoms Foundation conferences

From left are Clark Waring, Joey Rudolph and Paul Stone.

Recent meetings at Rappa-
hannock Community College 
in Glenns and Warsaw allowed  
administrators to share informa-
tion with area high school prin-
cipals and counselors about the 
many dual enrollment and other 
educational opportunities the 
college makes available.

President Dr. Elizabeth 
Crowther, and vice president of 
instruction and student develop-
ment Dr. Donna Alexander wel-
comed the attendees, reported 
public information officer Tom 
Martin.

Dual enrollment coordinator 
Petie Norris then explained some 
academic policies and proce-
dures of RCC and the Virginia 
Community College System, as 
well as reporting on recent leg-
islation that has affected the pro-
gram, said Martin. Norris also 
detailed the benefits of RCC’s 34 
Guaranteed Admission Agree-
ments with four-year colleges 
and universities, and summa-
rized the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Fifth-year 
Report on RCC. 

After a break for lunch and 
networking, English profes-
sor Glenda Lowery and math 
instructor Bob Parker led break-
out sessions on their respec-

tive subjects, said Martin. Dean 
of student development Anne 
Kornegay gave a presentation 
on college readiness and the 
Virginia Placement Test, with a 
review of RCC’s new schedule 
magazine, myRCC.

Each session ended with an 
open forum for comments and 
questions.

Attendance included repre-
sentatives of the public school 
systems of Charles City, Essex, 
Gloucester, King and Queen, 
King George, King William, 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, 
New Kent, Northumberland, 
Richmond and Westmoreland 
counties, and the towns of Colo-
nial Beach and West Point. Also 
represented were St. Margaret’s 
School, Christchurch School, the 
Northern Neck Technical Center 
and the Chesapeake Bay Gover-
nor’s School.

RCC hopes this and future 
meetings will keep the lines 
of communication open with 
area high schools, and encour-
age them to explore the ways 
RCC can give their students a 
head start on their future educa-
tion, said Martin. High school 
students who would like to par-
ticipate in these programs should 
talk to their guidance counselors.

RCC welcomes 
representatives
of area schools

Capping a lifelong interest 
in President John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination, Rappahannock 
Community College administra-
tion of justice associate professor 
Jack Moore traveled to Dallas to 
take part in a solemn memorial 
observance on the event’s 50th 
anniversary, November 22. 

A cross-section of historians 
and conspiracy theorists learned 
more or validated their theories 
about what happened that day, 
according to Moore. A frequent 
guest on WNIS-Radio’s Macrini 
Morning News, he reported on 
the occasion in an interview for 
the show.

“During the ceremony, I 
looked around and saw people 
of all ages,” said Moore. “Many 
were young—too young to have 
been alive at the time of the event. 
But just as with me, they were 
there because the event influ-
enced their path in life. They were 
there to discover more about this 
single day in history that had such 
an impact on how they grew up in 
America.”

Moore’s interest in Kennedy’s 
death began at the age of five, 
when his mother suggested that 
a family vacation to the nation’s 
capital include a stop at the 
Kennedy gravesite in Arlington 
National Cemetery, he said. She 
was reading a book about the 
assassination at the time, and con-
tinued over the next several years 
to save newspaper clippings and 
read all the available books on the 
subject. By the time Moore was 
13 he had come to share her fas-
cination, especially when a film 
of the shooting, captured by pri-
vate citizen Abraham Zapruder, 
was shown on television for the 
first time. 

This fascination was reflected 
in Moore’s study of that par-
ticular period of history, during 
his undergraduate and graduate 
career at Gardner-Webb Univer-
sity and then at Old Dominion 
University. He wrote his mas-
ter’s thesis on “Historiographical 
Survey of Kennedy Assassina-
tion Literature,” and traveled to 
Dallas eight times between 1990 
and 2013 in order to expand his 
knowledge of the case. 

Moore graduated from Regent 
University School of Law in 
1997 and practiced law in the 
Tidewater area until he decided to 
pursue his dream of coaching and 
teaching. In 2008, he joined RCC 
as the baseball coach and admin-
istrative justice instructor.

He is still very much interested 
in the Kennedy assassination as 
an historical mystery, especially 
because it touched every aspect 
of American life at the time, he 
said.

Jack Moore attended the 50th-anniversary commemoration 
of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas. This 
picture of the historic parade route, with the infamous 
“grassy knoll” at the right, was taken from a window directly 

Professor covers Kennedy retrospective

The RCC class he teaches on 
the subject is presented either 
as a history course (HIS 295—
Topics in History) or an admin-
istration of justice course (ADJ 
164—Case Studies in Murder/
Violent Crime), depending on 
the student’s curriculum. Its 
value for history students lies in 
the perspective they gain about 
the social, cultural, and political 
circumstances that surrounded 
the assassination. For administra-
tion of justice students, the Ken-

nedy assassination is the most-
studied violent crime in history, 
and sets the investigative basis 
for many other criminal cases.

“From a historical perspective, 
many have written that the United 
States lost its innocence that day, 
via a cascading series of historic 
events that came to a confluence 
that was the assassination,” said 
Moore. “November 22 was a 
tragedy that crystallized all these 
thoughts, beliefs, and deeds in a 
few horrific moments.”

SCHOOL
REPORTS
 What if maps?
What If…Wednesday, a pro-

gram for home-schooled kids 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville, will 
meet at 11 a.m. January 8. The 
topic will be maps-geography.                                                                                                                               

To register, call Jan Bates at 
580-5051, or email jbates@
nplva.org .

 
 What if life cycles?
What If…Wednesday, a pro-

gram for home-schooled kids 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville, will 
meet at 2 p.m. January 15. The 
topic will be life cycles.                                                                                                                                      

To register, call Jan Bates at 
580-5051, or email jbates@
nplva.org .

Children First
Middle Peninsula Northern 

Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
will conduct a Children First 
program from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
February 22 at the MPNNCSB 
Warsaw Counseling Center, 
414 Main Street, Warsaw. The 
fee is $50. Pre-register at sur-
veymonkey.com/s/children-
firstwarsaw2014, or call 642-
5402.

The program is designed to 
prevent custody conflicts, by 
helping parents to understand 
the importance of both parents 
having an active, involved and 
positive relationship with their 
children.
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The host Red Devils went 
4-1 on the day to f inish third 
in the 10-team Lancaster 
Duals wrestling invitational 
on December 21.

The Devils beat King 
& Queen, 66-15; Grafton, 
58-20; Frankin, 52-22, and 
Northumberland, 39-34. 
Middlesex defeated Lan-
caster, 48-27, in the semi-
final and the Chargers went 
on to win the tournament 

over Tabb in the f inals.
“I thought the tournament 

ran really smoothly and the 
competition was very even,” 
said LHS coach Craig Oren. 
“Joel Anderson and his staff 
at Middlesex have worked 
hard and have done a great 
job building their pro-
gram and their efforts were 
rewarded.”

Lancaster had two gold 
medalists in Thomas Hyde 
(170) and Sam Bouis 
(heavyweight), who both 

went unbeaten at 5-0.
The Devils had f ive grap-

plers go 4-1 on the day for 
silver medals including 
Daniel Banks (113), Trevor 
Smith (126), Kenique Stew-
art (145), Grant Long (160) 
and Lane Brocklebank 
(220).

“In a close match with 
Northumberland that 
decided which team would 
receive third, I was really 
proud of Danny [Banks],” 
said Oren. “I told him I had 

to bump him up a weight 
class for the team to have 
a chance to win and that if 
he won the match the team 
would win. After being 
behind most of the match, 
Danny dug deep and came 
back and won with a pin. 
It was a lot of pressure for 
a f irst-year wrestler and he 
responded impressively.”

Lancaster’s K’Shawn 
Adams (106) and Beau 
Nickerson (160) both went 
3-2 in the invitational as 

bronze medalists. John 
Martin (132) picked up two 
wins for Lancaster.

“I was pleased with our 
team’s performance. This 
young team is starting to 
show a better understand-
ing of the basic concepts 
of wrestling. Once the guys 
get these basic concepts 
down, their techniques will 
improve greatly,” said Oren.

Lancaster will hit the mat 
again Saturday, January 4, 
when at King George.

Lancaster grapplers place
third in home tournament

Lancaster’s Grant Long (left) went 4-1 
for a silver medal in the Lancaster Duals. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster’s K’Shawn Adams (right) went 3-2 for a bronze 
medal in the Lancaster Duals. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Renss Greene and
     Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The competition between 
Lancaster and Middlesex got 
heated on the court December 
28 at the first River Rivalry 
Holiday Tournament at LHS.

The day-long invitational 
included girls and boys games 
between Lancaster’s and Mid-
dlesex’s middle school, junior 
varsity and varsity teams.

Play started in the morning 
with the middle school teams 
and concluded that night with 
the featured varsity games, 
when Lancaster picked up a 
dual victory. The varsity Lady 
Devils beat Middlesex, 51-46, 
and the LHS boys downed the 
Chargers, 60-40.  

The varsity girls game came 
briefly to blows in a close 
fourth quarter. Lancaster 
held a four-point lead, 40-36, 
going into the final minutes 
when the Lady Devils man-
aged an 11-10 quarter for the 
five-point win. 

Despite leaving the court 
early after an altercation 
with Middlesex’s Avis Keel-
ing, Zyhkeia Bullock was the 
second-leading scorer for the 
Lady Devils with 13 points. 
Sharda Beane led the host 
team with 18 points.

Frustration stayed high 
after the scuffle and resulted 
in a technical foul sendoff for 
Charger Grace Rutkowski.

Brittin Payne led the Char-
gers with 14 points and Rut-
kowski managed 13 before 
exiting early.

The varsity Red Devils 
controlled the court for four 
quarters in the boys game to 
pick up their third win of the 
season. 

The Red Devils helped 
themselves at the line, hit-
ting 56% of their foul shots 
or 13-of-23. Tyrell Henderson 
hit seven of those free shots 
and finished as the high scorer 
for Lancaster with 13. Hen-
derson led three double-digit 
scorers for LHS, which got 
11 points from Trevon Taylor 
and 10 from RayQuawn Ball. 

Marquez Holmes and Jacob 

LHS varsity basketball teams win
River Rivalry Holiday Tournament

Red Devils Tyrell Henderson (3) beats Chargers Zebulon 
Burrell (4) for a layup. Photo by Renss Greene

 
Photo by Renss Greene

Self scored 12 points each to 
lead Middlesex, which was 
held to single-digit scoring 
in both of the opening quar-
ters. Lancaster took a 16-9 
lead in the first quarter, then 
held the Chargers to a lone 
field goal by Brett Carter in 
the second for an 11-2 run 
to take a 27-11 lead at the 
break. 

Lancaster is now 3-5 over-
all.

In the JV girls game, Mid-
dlesex handed Lancaster its 
first loss of the season, 33-26. 

Skylar Henderson scored 
13 points to lead Lancaster 
and did all the work for the 
Lady Devils in the third 
quarter. Henderson scored 
all six of Lancaster’s points 
in the third and five of her 
team’s 10 in a fourth-quarter 
comeback attempt. 

The Lady Devils trailed by 
two, 12-10, at the half before 
Middlesex opened the lead 
to 11 with a 15-6 run in the 
third to seal the win.

The JV Lady Devils are 
now 5-1. 

Prior to the holiday 
break, Lancaster’s varsity 
boys picked up their second 
win of the season December 
19 with a 62-44 victory over 
Nandua.

The Devils took control in 
the first quarter with a 20-5 
run to open and held a more 
than comfortable 39-13 lead 
at the half.

Henderson scored 14 
points and Darrin Doggett 
added 12 as the leading scor-
ers for the Devils.

Charles City rode a big 
first-half lead to a 72-62 win 
over Lancaster’s varsity Lady 

Devils on December 18. 
The Lady Panthers were 

up by 14, 44-30, at the half 
before Lancaster made a 
third-quarter run, 18-10, to 
cut the lead to six. Charles 
City put up five unanswered 
in the fourth to hold on for 
the win. 

Beane had the game-high 27 
points and scored 10 of Lan-
caster’s 18 points in the third 
quarter. Beane also had a big 
first quarter, scoring nine of 
Lancaster’s 18 in that period. 

Aaliyah Morris-Lee 
chipped in 21 points for the 
Devils and scored seven 
points in the first and another 
six in each of the third and 
fourth quarters. 

Charles City had four play-
ers in double digits with 
Cheyenne Davis scoring 21 
to lead and Jessica Hill scor-

ing 20. 
Nia Curry scored 15 points 

as the only double-digit 
scorer in the game to lead 
Lancaster’s JV girls team to a 
30-18 win over Charles City 
on December 18. 

Lancaster got off to a slow 
start against the Panthers, 
taking a 4-2 lead in a low-
scoring first quarter. Curry 
and Kevilyn Harcum had 
the only field goals for the 
Devils in the opening min-
utes. Lancaster held a 13-7 
lead at the break, then man-
aged only three points off a 
trey by Curry in the third and 
allowed Charles City to pull 
within three, 16-13. 

Curry scored six points 
and Harcum and Diamond 
Taylor added four each in the 
fourth when the Devils went 
on a 14-5 run. 

Varsity boys basketball
Lancaster 60, Middlesex 40
Lancaster 62, Charles City 44 
Varsity girls basketball
Lancaster 51, Middlesex 46
Charles City 72, Lancaster 62  
JV girls basketball
Lancaster 30, Charles City 18
Middlesex 33, Lancaster 26
Upcoming games
Varsity/JV boys basketball 
(JV 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
January 7:
Washington & Lee at Lancaster
Varsity/JV girls basketball
(JV 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
January 7:
Lancaster at Washington & Lee
January 9:
Colonial Beach at Lancaster 
Wrestling
January 4:
Lancaster at King George, 8 a.m.
January 8:
Lancaster at Northumberland, 
4:30 p.m. 

SCOREBOARD

Frank Schaff of the Northern 
Neck Audubon Society will con-
duct a winter bird walk January 
13 at Bethel Beach Natural Area 
Preserve in Mathews County. If 
time allows, the group will also 
visit Haven Beach or New Point 
Comfort Natural Area Preserve.

Over 185 species of birds have 
been observed at Bethel Beach, 
a sandy spit on the Chesapeake 
Bay, noted Schaff. New Point 
Comfort offers a boardwalk, 
tidal shallows, mudflats, beach 
and low woodlands which attract 
numerous migrating land birds.  

Possible sightings at both sites 
include northern gannets, tundra 
swans, rails, bitterns, and numer-
ous types of waterfowl, includ-
ing surf scoters, buffleheads and 
lesser scaups, he said.

Birders wishing to carpool 
should meet at 7:45 a.m. in the 
parking lot of Grace Episcopal 
Church in Kilmarnock. Those 
coming from the Middle Penin-
sula can meet at 8 a.m. at Hen-
ley’s Do-It Center in Hartfield. 
Those driving directly to Bethel 
Beach NAP should plan to arrive 
there about 8:45 a.m.

Binoculars, warm clothes, and 
water-resistant footwear are rec-
ommended, said Schaff. 

Call Schaff at 462-0084 so a 
return call can be placed if the 
walk is cancelled.

Birders plan 
to return
to Bethel 
Beach Jan. 13

Thomas Tilden Hyde received 
Scouting’s highest award on 
December 8 during his Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Lancaster.

A senior at Lancaster High 
School, Hyde is a member of 
the Lancaster High School 
Band, the jazz band and the 
wrestling team. 

First District Representative, 
The Honorable Rob Wittman 
delivered an inspiring message.

The Rev. Torrence Harmon 
gave the invocation and Troop 
222 members led by Scoutmas-
ter Christian Paone recited the 
Eagle Obligations.

Retired U.S. Navy Capt. 
James Metcalfe spoke of 
Hyde’s accomplishments. Ken-
neth Hammel presented a series 
of awards to Eagle Scout Hyde.

A reception was held at 
the church following the cer-
emony.

Hyde earns 
Eagle Scout

Eagle Scout Thomas
Tilden Hyde

NOW SHOWING: View a tournament slideshow at RRecord.com
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Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Sponsored by:

John H. Mecke, a REALTOR ready to

“Serve your Real Estate Needs on the Northern Neck”
804-577-0363 or 804-438-9893

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – January 2014

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 1/3

Sat. 1/4

Sun. 1/5

Mon. 1/6

Tue. 1/7

Wed. 1/8

Thu. 1/9

Fri. 1/10

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:59
Moonrise 8:48
Moonset 8:02

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:00
Moonrise 9:29
Moonset 9:12

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:01
Moonrise 10:07
Moonset 10:20

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:02
Moonrise 10:42
Moonset 11:25

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:03
Moonrise 11:16

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:04
Moonset 12:28
Moonrise 11:51

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:05
Moonset 1:29
Moonrise 12:28

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:06
Moonset 2:27
Moonrise 1:07

High 3:28 1.0’
Low 10:05 -0.1’
High 3:53 1.1’
Low 10:23 -0.2’

High 4:29 1.2’
Low 11:08 0.0’
High 4:52 1.1’
Low 11:19 -0.1’

High 5:30 1.2’
Low 12:12 0.1’
High 5:52 1.0’

Low 12:16 -0.1’
High 6:31 1.2’
Low 1:14 0.2’
High 6:51 1.0’

Low 6:16 -0.5’
High 12:18 1.5’
Low 6:56 -0.5’

High 12:41 1.3’
Low 7:10 -0.5’
High 1:10 1.5’
Low 7:46 -0.5’

High 1:35 1.3’
Low 8:06 -0.3’
High 2:02 1.4’
Low 8:37 -0.4’

High 2:31 1.3’
Low 9:04 -0.2’
High 2:56 1.3’
Low 9:30 -0.3’

Trout for dinner
Bob Reed and Gene Pittman hook-up on two nice 

Youth basketball
Through Friday, January 3, the Northern Neck Family YMCA 

will conduct registration for youth super sports basketball. 
The fee is $55 for members and $70 for others. Register at  the 

YMCA at 39 William B. Graham Court in Kilmarnock, or call 
435-0223.

Practices will start Saturday, January 4, said senior operations 
director Liz Allen.  The season will conclude on March 8.  Games 
are primarily held on Saturdays in the YMCA gymnasium. Team 
sizes are designed so everyone receives lots of playing time. 
Reversible jerseys and shorts will be provided to each participant.

Youth will be grouped in divisions; ages 4-5, 6-8, 9-11 and 
12-14, said Allen. All divisions for ages 6 and older will include 
some travel games,. 

The program emphasizes the basic skills of basketball, teaches 
the rules of the game and focuses on our core character values of 
caring, honesty, respect and responsibility, she said.

  Volunteer coaches are needed for the season to be a success, 
added Allen.

YMCA NEWS

BRIDGE RESULTSSPORT 
SHORTS

Monday Deadwoods
First, Mixed Nuts; second, Great Balls of Fire; and third, US 

again. (For week ending December 20)
Tuesday Party Animals

First, Hard Rollers; second, Misfits; third, Pros and Cons.
Wednesday Humpday Humdingers

First, G-Force; second, Overdrive; and third, Spares Do Count.
Thursday Wild Thangs (senior league)

First, K & M; second, A & D; and third, Team 4.
Thursday Incredibowlers

First, King James + Crew; second, I Hate This Game; and 
third, Holy Rollers.

RIVER LANES 
BOWLING  RESULTS

There will be no Friday dessert bridge at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone in January. The next dessert luncheon will be held 
on February 7.  Mahjong players also are invited.

Eight pairs played the Howell Movement at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone on December 19. 

Winners were first, Judy Peifer and Virginia Adair; second, Jane 
Bunnell and Nan Larson; and third, Ginger Klapp and Anne Haynie.

 Freezin’ for a Reason
Camp Kekoka announced its 

fourth annual Polar Bear Plunge, 
“Freezin’ for a Reason,” at noon 
January 11 at YMCA/Arling-
ton Police Youth Camp Kekoka 
at the end of Boys Camp Road, 
Kilmarnock. After the plunge, 
participants and spectators warm 
up by a fire, then head to the 
house for hot cider and warm 
food.

The fundraising event ben-
efits Camp Kekoka. Plungers 
ask friends, co-workers and rela-
tives to sponsor their plunge, To 
plunge, or sponsor a plunger, 
contact Cassie Leichty at 435-
3616 or cassie.leichty@peninsu-
laymca.org. 

 Little League
There will be a general mem-

bership meeting of the Lancaster 
County Little League at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 8, in the 
Hayden Building at Dreamfields 
near Kilmarnock. 

The purpose of the meeting 
is to elect a new president. All 
interested Lancaster County resi-
dents are invited. 

The Gloucester Mathews 
Human Society will host “Bot-
toms Up for Dr. Crowder,” a 
roast/toast, at 6:30 p.m. Janu-
ary 12 at Distinction Cater-
ing and Special Events, White 
Marsh Shopping Center, 4888 
Geoirge Washington Memo-
rial Highway, Hayes.

Dr. Richard Crowder, a 
graduate of the Medical Col-
lege of Virginia, recently 
retired from years of internal 
medicine practice in Glouces-
ter. For many years, he also 

has been a tireless volunteer 
of the Gloucester-Mathews 
Humane Society (GMHS), 
walking dogs at the Glouces-
ter County Animal Control 
(GCAC) shelter as part of the 
GMHS outreach program, 
reported Donna McDermott. 
He also serves as the GMHS 
board vice president.

To help the homeless dogs 
at GCAC receive the medi-
cal care and rehabilitation 
they need to find their for-
ever homes, Dr. Crowder has 

agreed to the roast/toast to 
benefit the homeless dogs at 
GCAC, said McDermott.

Tickets are $50 per person 
and will include heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, desserts, and an 
open bar with wine, beer and 
soft drinks. To reserve tickets, 
call McDermott at 693-7846 
or Peggy Bowditch at 693-
4811

Tickets will be held at the 
door. Sponsorships by indi-
viduals, businesses and orga-
nizations are available and 

will be recognized with an ad/
message to Dr. Crowder in the 
program. Sponsorships may 
be arranged by calling the 
above numbers. 

GMHS invites Dr. 
Crowder’s colleagues, former 
patients, friends and family 
to come help homeless dogs, 
enjoy some great food and 
drink, and express their appre-
ciation for the many years of 
compassionate care he has 
provided the community, said 
McDermott.

Fundraising event to benefit homeless dogs

Rebecca Riley of Urbanna 
has joined the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA in Kilmar-
nock as a group exercise 
instructor.

Riley has been an instruc-
tor for over a year at Middle-
sex Family YMCA in Hart-
field, reported senior opera-
tions director Liz Allen. 
Riley teaches RIPPED and 
Tabata classes. She also is an 
activities coordinator at the 
Tides Inn, where she leads 
bike tours and yoga classes, 
on land and on the water, 
using stand-up paddleboards.

She grew up in Urbanna 
and attended Middlesex 
High School, where she par-
ticipated in soccer and cheer-
leading. She earned a bach-
elor’s in anthropology from 
the University of North Car-
olina-Wilmington and a mas-
ter’s in elementary education 
from Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles.

Balanced fitness is very 
important to Riley and a way 
of life for her, said Allen.                                                                                                                                     

She likes to work out hard 
in her group exercise classes, 
as well as lifting weights. 

However, she gets focus 
and finds peace in her yoga 
classes and taking long 
walks outdoors.  Other hob-
bies and interests include 
travel, horse-back riding, 
and cooking.  

Meet Riley at 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays for RIPPED, a 
total body, high-intensity 
style program utilizing free 
weights, resistance and body 
weight, added Allen.  It com-
bines the components of 
resistance, intervals, power, 
plyometrics and endurance.

Rebecca Riley

YMCA 
welcomes 
instructor
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Officials of Bill Sawyer’s 
Virginia Motor Speedway 
and Fastrak Racing recently 
announced VMS will host the 
2014 Fastrak World Champi-
onship October 2 through  4.

“The success of the Fastrak 
Racing engine rules pack-
age was the main reason we 
have introduced the Pro Late 
Model division to our weekly 
line-up and we are excited 
to bring the division’s mar-
quee event to our facility for 
2014,” said track owner Bill 
Sawyer.

“Adding this event should 
also help in growing our new 
Aaron’s Pro Late Model divi-
sion and offer our competi-
tors a chance to compete for 
a large paycheck at the end of 
the season,” said Sawyer.

The 2014 Fastrak World 
Championships will include 
a $10,000 to win Fastrak 

Northeast Regional Race-
Off,  a $10,000 to win Fastrak 
Southeast Regional Race-Off  
and then the $20,000 to win 
final event at VMS.  A driver 
to win all three races will 
pocket an additional $10,000 
bonus. 

“This Championship 
deserves a venue like Vir-
ginia Motor Speedway; it is 
second to none of any venue 
in the United States,” said 
Fastrak chief executive offi-
cer and founder Stan Lester.  
“We look forward to work-
ing with Bill Sawyer and his 
crew because we know that 
they are well equipped to 
handle an event of this size 
and magnitude.”

VMS is on Route 17 
at Jamaica in Middlesex 
County, some eight miles 
north of Saluda and 25 miles 
south of Tappahannock.

Virginia Motor Speedway
to host 2014 Fastrak finals

 Fishing expo
The Bass & Saltwater Fishing 

Expo will be held January 17 
through 19 at the Farm Bureau 
Center at Meadow Event Park, 
Doswell. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Fees are $8 for adults, 
$7 for seniors and military and 
$5 for junior anglers. Admission 
good all three days with return 
pass.

Several professional fishing 
celebrities will attend. There also 
will be fishing boats and dis-
counted fishing tackle. Visit rich-
mondfisihingexpo.com.

 Fishing seminar
Northern Neck Anglers Club 

treasurer John O’Connor of 
Manassas is coordinating an 
NNAC -sponsored Chesapeake 
Bay Fishing Seminar for mem-
bers and the public on April 12 
at the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck, 517 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

O’Connor fishes out of Buz-
zard’s Point Marina in Reedville 
aboard Graceful. For seminar 
information, NNAC member 
activities and tournaments, or 
club membership, visit northern-
neckanglersclub.wordpress.com.

The 11th annual Mid Atlan-
tic Rockfish Shootout will be 
held January 9 through 11 out 
of Virginia Beach. Weigh-in is at 
Rudee Inlet.

The estimated payout is 
$150,000. The registration fee is 
$500 before December 28 and 
$550 after. Register at midatlan-
ticrockfishshootout.com.

Project to support wild turkey habitat
Northern Neck Wild Turkey Association president Jim Davis recently presented a $500 
gift to the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck to encourage club participation in 
a project to plant berry and nut trees that will aid in the preservation and restoration 
of the wild turkey population in the Northern Neck. From left are (front row) Damier 
Smith, Kamajh Crockett, Ainsley Mumford, Shauna Clayton and Jonté Savoy; (next 
row) executive director Phillip Mumford, Davis and Stuart Kramer.
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Clip & Save & bring in 
Price good thru 1/31/2014
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Hubbard Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1928

 Auto
 Home

 Business
 Marine
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On December 10, the Northumberland County Chamber 
of Commerce held its annual meeting and dinner at the 

Watermen’s Restaurant in Heathsville.
Rappahannock Community College president Dr. Elizabeth 

H. Crowther was the guest speaker, reported Chamber executive 
director Ann LeKander. 

Dr. Crowther emphasized the need for a strong relationship 
between the college and the business community, and how 
working together could make that a reality. 

Following tradition, Chamber president Douglas A. Lemke 
presented Dr. Crowther a boxwood wreath made by the Chesa-
peake Bay Garden Club of Reedville.

All members of the Chamber board of directors were intro-
duced, including officers Lemke, vice president Bob Burgess of 
Callao Market and treasurer Reuben Thrift of Essex Bank.

Directors included Joe Self of Joe Self Realty, education 
committee chairman Don Pumroy, Brenda Bevins of EVB 
Bank, Manuel Haynie of Bayside Realty, Dale Wittler of Nor-
thumberland County schools, “The Official Guide to Northum-
berland County” editor Laura Dent and LeKander.

From left are Northumberland County Chamber 
of Commerce president Douglas A. Lemke and 
Rappahannock Community College president Dr. 
Elizabeth H. Crowther.

RCC president addresses
Chamber’s dinner meeting

Pam Miller recently won a 
Samsung Tablet in a drawing 
sponsored by Re/Max Water-
front Realty, announced broker 
owner Bill Pyszka.

Re/Max Waterfront Realty 
would like to thank all the 
people who made donations to 
the Northern Neck Food Bank, 
said Pyszka. 

The 2013 drive marked the 
sixth year Re/Max waterfront 
Realty in Kilmarnock collected 
nonperishable food items 
during the holiday season.

Pam Miller displays her 
new tablet.

Pam Miller
wins Re/Max
holiday drawing

Northumberland-Lancaster 
County Farm Bureau past 
president Ronnie Forrester 
and former state director Rob 
Hall recently met with Sen. 
Richard Stuart and Del. Mar-
garet B. Ransone to discuss 
the upcoming session of the 
Virginia General Assembly.

Leaders from other county 
Farm Bureaus participated in 
a regional meeting in Mon-
tross  as part of Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation’s legislative 
process. 

“We are very fortunate that 
our legislative representatives 
took the time to understand 
issues important to farmers in 
this area,” said Hall.

They discussed the need 
for adequate funding for the 
Agriculture Best Management 
Practices Cost-Share Program 

and operational support and 
technical assistance for Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
tricts. Continued funding for 
Virginia Tech replacement 
dairy facilities was also a criti-
cal issue. 

Farmers urged legislators to 
support measures to set a base-
line for the regulation of on-
farm activities on agricultural 
operations. Members were 
very concerned about protect-
ing property rights granted to 
certain landowners during the 
colonial period and maintain-
ing the current definitions of 
navigable waters to lessen the 
unintended consequences. 
Lastly, members urged legisla-
tors to oppose any attempts to 
label food containing GMOs, 
or genetically modified organ-
isms. 

In the past seven years farmers 
in the Chesapeake Bay watershed 
have reduced nitrogen losses from 
their fields by 26% and phospho-
rus runoff by 46%, according to a 
new report from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

“This report demonstrates that 
voluntary conservation practices 
made possible through the Farm 
Bill can have a substantial impact 
on limiting nutrient and sediment 
runoff from farms in the Chesa-
peake Bay Watershed and across 
the nation,” said U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Tom Vilsack at a 
December press conference. 

“These conservation efforts 
help to clean our soil and water, 
boost outdoor recreation that 
adds more than $640 billion 
to our economy, and ensure 
that agriculture has the tools to 
remain productive in the years to 
come,” continued Vilsack. “The 
good work of Chesapeake Bay 
landowners has generated sub-
stantial progress in a short period 
of time, but more needs to be 
done—which is why it is critical 
that Congress act now to pass a 
Farm Bill that provides the full 
array of programs and incentives 
to build on these efforts.”

Vilsack spoke at the Stafford 
County farm of Gerry Silver, a 

property that’s been in Silver’s 
family since 1876. Silver farms 
with his son, Mike, and has 
implemented numerous volun-
tary conservation practices on 
their 440 acres of corn, soybeans 
and grassland. They raise about 
300 head of beef cattle on the 
former dairy farm.

“We’re completely no-till, 
have been for a number of years,” 
Silver said. “That brings a lot of 
benefits to the farm, like main-
taining moisture in the summer 
and cutting down on erosion and 
everything that goes with that. 
We’ve been using cover crops 
now for at least four years. We’ve 
got all the cattle fenced out of the 
streams and ponds. We’ve got 
conservation easements on some 
of the property.”

In addition to federal dollars 
for conservation programs avail-
able through the USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice, a variety of agencies help 
farmers and landowners imple-
ment conservation practices, said 
Richard Street, a member of the 
Tri-County Soil and Water Con-
servation Board. 

“For instance, to meet the new 
stormwater management regula-
tions, it’s not just the locality that 
does it, but also the local soil and 

U.S. Department of Agricutlure Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) administrator Juan M. 
Garcia recently announced the deadline for 
returning FSA county committee election bal-
lots to local FSA offices is January 17. New 
ballots were mailed to producers on December 
20. 

 Producers were instructed to destroy the bal-
lots (FSA-669’s) mailed on November 4. The 
new ballots mailed to producers have the word 
“corrected” printed on the outside of the mail-
ing, the ballot itself, and the return envelope. 
Producers must complete and return the cor-
rected FSA-669 to have their vote counted.

Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot 
can obtain one from their local USDA Service 
Center. The last day for voters to submit cor-
rected ballots in person at a center is January 17. 
Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked no 
later than January 17. Committee members and 

their alternates will take office February 18.
County committee members are an important 

component of the operations of FSA and provide 
a link between the agricultural community and 
USDA, explained Garcia.  Farmers and ranch-
ers elected to county committees help deliver 
FSA programs at the local level, applying their 
knowledge and judgment to make decisions on 
commodity price support programs; conserva-
tion programs; incentive indemnity and disaster 
programs for some commodities; emergency 
programs and eligibility. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranch-
ers must participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal voting 
age, but supervises and conducts the farming 
operations of an entire farm may also be eli-
gible to vote. Agricultural producers in each 
county submitted candidate nominations prior 
to August 1.

New ballots are mailed
for 2014 FSA elections

■ NARFE to meet
The National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees Asso-
ciation Northern Neck Chapter 
1823 will meet at 1 p.m. January 
7, at Wicomico Episcopal Church 
in Wicomico Church. The meet-
ing will begin with a soup and 
sandwich lunch. Bring a sand-
wich; soup provided. 

Nancy Siford of the Senior 
Medicare Patrol will discuss 
“Medicare Scams.”  Cur-
rent, former and retired federal 
employees, spouses and survivor 
annuitants are invited. The execu-
tive board will meet at noon. 

■ Computer training
Several Computer Train-

ing Workshops are slated at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland 
Highway, Heathsville. To regis-
ter, visit the library, or call 580-
5051.

Dates and times for iPad train-
ing are January 9 and 14, 1:30 
p.m.; Kindle training, January 
16 and 21, 1:30 p.m.; and com-
puter basic training, January 30, 
5:30 p.m. Information technol-
ogy assistance on cell phones, 
tablets, iPads and computers 
(bring devices) is also offered 
at the library on Wednesdays 
throughout January.  

Margaret Alderson and Elaine 
Tait are making the Rappahan-
nock Art League Studio Gallery 
windows a bright spot on dreary 
January days. The gallery, at 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays.

Alderson’s snowy scenes are 
powerful examples of the nature-
inspired work the Irvington artist 
has produced through her long, 
award-winning career, reported 
Tait.  

Alderson has painted and 
taught painting for much of her 
adult life, said Tait. Recently 
sidelined by an accident that 
necessitated surgery and months 
of rehab,  she returned to the 
easel on a sunlit December day 
determined to brighten the snow 
on a painting of a ruggedly beau-
tiful tree destined for the January 
window.

Tait began painting in her early 
70s—she’s now 77, she said. She 
calls herself a novice although 

she’s won ribbons in two RAL 
Labor Day shows.  

Her watercolors and pastels 
often feature animals or scenes 
from the countryside around 
Hallieford  where she and her 
husband have lived since 2001.

Tait’s art career began with 
watercolors, she said. Pastels 
were added when an impromptu 
portrait of the family’s Norwich 
terrier captured the spirit of 
the pet with just a few strategic 
pastel strokes.  

A pastel by Elaine Tait

At left, Margaret Alderson  
is at work in her studio. 

Works by Alderson and
Tait brighten Main Street

Farmers, USDA make case for
funding conservation programs

conservation district, USDA/
NRCS, Forestry, and Game and 
Inland Fisheries and even our 
Extension agent,” said Street. 
“We all have to work together to 
meet the goals of our total maxi-
mum daily loads to clean up the 
Chesapeake Bay.” 

Farmers discuss issues
with legislators prior
to the General Assembly

Helping the
food bank

From left, Cooperative 
Helping Hands member Bill 
Clark presents a donation 
to Carolyn Quinn of the 
Northern Neck Food Bank, 
Inc. Cooperative Helping 
Hands Association is the 
fundraising organization 
established by the Northern 
Neck Electric Cooperative 
employees for community 
projects and support. 

Governor Bob McDonnell 
recently announced addi-
tional appointments to 17 
Virginia boards and commis-
sions.

A.J. Erskine of Kilmar-
nock, aquaculture manager 
and field scientist with 
Bevans Oyster Company 
and Cowart Seafood Cor-
poration, was appointed to 
the Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission.

The Honorable Harvey B. 
Morgan of Saluda, a former 
delegate to the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly, was appointed 
to the Board of Conservation 
and Recreation.

Maurice P. “Mo” Lynch of 
Hayes, marine science pro-
fessor emeritus at Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science, 
College of William & Mary, 
was re-appointed to the 
Hampton Roads Sanitation 
District.

Governor
announces
appointments
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