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Spring is here. Time for planting, seeding, cleaning and redecorating. It's a season 
of rebirth, inside and outside the home. 
Why not let the experts help get your life in order. In this edition of our home 

and garden supplement, we've included a feature on the Master Gardeners, who 
have answers and advice for all your gardening problems. We've also profiled two 
landscapers. 

Reporter Tom Chillemi introduces us to the Cauthornes and how they made 
an old house new again at Providence in Deltaville. And speaking of new, Audrey 
Thomasson investigates a brand new way of building with panelized homes. 

We've even tackled some financial issues with a column on refinancing and a 
story on reverse mortgages. 

As always, we've included information on upcoming garden and home tours 
showcasing the most beautiful landscapes and houses in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. Take the tours and get inspired. 

And please remember to support the advertisers that make this publication 
possible. 

Happy Spring! Susan & Lisa
ssimmons@rrecord.com & lvaldrighi@rrecord.com
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Breathing new life 
into a Colonial home

by Tom Chillemi

Opportunity sometimes knocks softly.
Bill and Cean Cauthorne were not looking for 

a home when historic “Providence” in Deltaville 
came on the market in 1984. They had just bought 
a home in Richmond, but it took just one look and 
they were in love with the wide sweeping views of 
the Piankatank River from the front porch of Provi-
dence.

It was an opportunity that was too good to pass up. 
So a month after moving into their city home, they 
bought Providence. “It just happened,” said Bill. “We 
weren’t looking . . . I would have never planned it that 
way, but we worked it out.”

Providence would be their summer home until 2007 

when he closed his law books and retired. The Cau-
thornes became full-time residents of Deltaville. 

 
Restoration

Cedar trees line the driveway to Providence, fram-
ing the historic house in a vignette. Leaving the cedar 
canopy and entering the circular driveway, the past 
and present are revealed.

The 45-by-18-foot original structure remains the 
center focal point as one enters the cedar tree lined 
driveway. 

It’s been an extensive process breathing new life 
into the 1760 brick home. The Cauthornes retained 
the original building’s integrity, while adding wings 
to both ends that reflect the colonial style of laying 
bricks in a Flemish bond. The foot-wide walls of the 

original home are four bricks thick, while the founda-
tion is five bricks wide. The cellar ceiling is a brick 
arch, a design that remains strong to this day.

Many of the original window sashes were saved. 
The hand-blown wavy glass with tiny bubbles is more 
like delicate crystal than imperfection.

All five original fireplaces were retained, while new 
fireplaces were built in each wing, with custom ornate 
mantels.

The stair treads have been dished where thousands 
of feet have climbed the stairs. The railing is as solid 
today as it was when craftsmen built it with mortise 
and tenon joints more than 250 years ago. “It’s like a 
rock,” said Bill.

History records that a cannon ball from a Yankee 
gun boat struck Providence, and that two Confederate 

New architecture blends with the old section at the center. Well-planned landscaping anchors the old to the new.

A formal garden landscapes the guest house. Cedar trees frame the original section.
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soldiers found hiding there were executed and buried 
in the home’s small cemetery, which still stands.

Providence faces south so river sunrises and sun-
sets can be enjoyed from the front porch. Its southern 
orientation absorbs the winter sun, while shade trees 
shield it in summer.

In olden days, houses were built only one room 
deep to allow cooling breezes to blow through the 
house. Houses were small, and people didn’t spend 
much time indoors. They worked from sunrise to 
sunset and went inside to eat and sleep. There were 
just two bedrooms in the original Providence.

Closets were rare. In colonial times, houses were 
taxed according to the number of rooms, and closets 
were considered rooms. Armoires were small. People 
didn’t have a lot of clothes.

Additions
In the basement, heating ducts are concealed by 

ornate crown moulding. “We designed some things 
on the fly,” said Bill.

The cathedral ceilings give a spacious feeling to 
the large rooms. Large functional beams span the 
width.

Greeting those who enter through the addition is 
a mural depicting the Cauthornes’ two daughters on 
the river bank with the original Providence in the dis-
tance.

An outside wall forms one side of the kitchen. The 
paint was removed from the original bricks, giving 
the wall a rich red texture.

A small powder room is warmed by a sunset 
mural.

Exterior
Brick gutters around the foundation collect rain 

water.
Cedar shingles shed rain on the roof. A copper roof 

covers the breezeway to the guest house. 
Avid gardners, the Cauthornes have landscaped 

the grounds extensively. There are even plants that 
bloom in cold weather. 

“It’s a beautiful site,” said Cean, recalling her 
first impression of Providence nearly 30 years 
ago. “I envisioned our daughters getting married 
here.” 

And that vision came true. One daughter was mar-
ried there on August 21, 2010.

And so, added another chapter to a home with a 
history.

It’s easy to imagine a horse and carriage on the driveway.

An extensive mural depicting the Cauthornes‘ daughters  
and Providence lines the inside entrance.

Paint was removed from an exterior wall for a textured feature in the new kitchen.

The new living room draws light from windows.
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KREIDLER DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES, INC.

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10 AM - 4 PM

INTERIOR DESIGN

Defining Design Inside and Out

Lilian Lumber Company
                 Home Center

See us at the Coastal Virginia 
Home & Living Expo

Saturday, March 23 in Kilmarnock
AND

OUR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION APRIL 12-13TH

STOREWIDE SAVINGS, NEW PATIO AND LAWN
FURNITURE, GARDEN PLANTS.

15115 Northumberland Hwy., Burgess • 804-453-4911

Riviera Spas, Riviera In-Ground Pools &

We Specialize in
Home Vacations

Featuring   
Grills

Rt. , Mathews “just before the 
Piankatank River Bridge”

Sales Installation Repairs Chemicals Safety 
Covers 

Lazy Days Pools & Spas
(804) 435-2136

Authorized Dealer for  

Now Accepting
Contracts for: 

Opening/Closing/Maintenance
Spring Sale: April 8-13

Call to schedule installation

M
ID

D

LE BAY REA
LT

Y

CATHY BARNHARDT JACKSON
Agent
Office: 804-436-1150
     866-436-1150
Cell: 804-436-4878
Fax:   804-436-1153
cathy.jackson1961@gmail.com

100 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 789

Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Just Gardens to share fi ve country 
properties in Lancaster County

Just Gardens will return 
May 17 and 18 with a tour of 
f ive area gardens.  

A fund raising project of 
The Haven Shelter & Ser-
vices, the tour was started 
with the idea of educating 
and urging local gardeners 
to "grow what works" in the 
Northern Neck.  

"There's no better way to 
get gardening and plant ideas 
than to walk through someone 
else's garden and see what has 
worked for them," said tour 
organizer Anne Olsen.

The 2013 gardens, all in 
Lancaster County, will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 
17 and 18. The Corrotoman 
River will be the backdrop 
for gardens at Merry Point, 
Yankee Point and Millenbeck. 

Cottage style, formal, water 
features, terracing; there is 
something to entice everyone, 
said Olsen.   

The properties include 
Laurel Cove, the home of 
Aleta Hoffman at 215 Mari-
ner Drive; Watercolors, 
the home of Terry and Bob 
Hood at 72 Mariner Drive; 
The Timbers, the home of 
Abe and Chris Jordon  at 
153 Yankee Point Road; The 
Jacobsen Garden at the home 
of Carol and Lee Jacobsen at 
502 Yankee Point Road; and 
The Tutt Garden at the home 
of Patsy and Bill Tutt at 160 
Town Creek Lane. 

Master Gardeners will 
help identify plant material, 
and many of the owners will 
be available to answer ques-

tions. Tickets will be $15 
before May 10  and $20 on 
tour days.

For advance tickets, send a 
self-addressed stamped #10 
business size envelope and 
check payable to The Haven 
to Just Gardens, P.O. Box 
429, Irvington, VA  22480. 
Brochures with maps also 
are available.

Advance tickets may be 
purchased at The Dandelion 
in Irvington, The Pedestal in 
Kilmarnock, The Box Bou-
tique in White Stone, Wild-
est Dreams in Burgess and 
Shoppe for Haven's Sake in 
Warsaw. On tour days, tick-
ets will be available at each 
of the gardens.

For more information, call 
333-1099, ext 12.

Antiques, Home Accessories
Furniture, Jewelry

Nice Things

 Carter’s Cottage 
Consignments

  17410 General Puller Hwy.
  Deltaville, VA 23043

804-776-7878

New 
Items D

aily!
Down on the 
Farm Tour
is April 13

Tidewater Soil & Water 
Conservation District will 
once again host and sponsor 
the Down on the Farm Tour 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 13. This is a free tour 
where individuals may visit 
one or both of the tour sites. 

For more information, call 
693-3562, Ext. 5, or visit tide-
waterswcd.org.
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Joseph P. Oliva

P.O. Box 208, Irvington, VA 22480
jpoliva208@gmail.com

   Restoration      Renovation

JEWELL’S BUILDINGS

Located between Haynesville & Village

Celebrating 16 Years
of Quality Buildings & Service

Standard & Custom Built 
Old Fashioned Quality

New England Cape Cod

Evie Wilton
804-725-6322

nwind@verizon.net
Bay/River Offices

White Stone and Deltaville

Light filled corner condo on protected Wilton 
Creek. Deeded 40 ft deep water slip. 2 bdrm, 2 
bath, vaulted ceiling, FP, waterside deck. Stor-
age, covered parking. Pool, Tennis, clubhouse, 
ramp. Unheard of Price $310,000

Totally redone! Roomy 3bdrm, 2 bath + office/
den. Vaulted ceiling, FP. Huge wraparound 
deck. Gorgeous views. Gentle, grassy walk to 
pier with deeded deepwater slip. 10,000 lb. lift. 
Pool. Protected Cobbs Creek. WOW! $349,000

Fabulous Condos  •  Piankatank River 
Just upriver from FBYC. Minutes to the Bay

River Birch 
Nursery & Landscaping

We have everything you need 
for your yard this spring!

Assorted Sized Palm Trees

Annuals/Perennials

Featuring:
Large varieties of mulch including:

Our newest addition
River Birch Stone

Assorted stones sold by pallet and 1/2 pallet

 and   
in both locations!

Visit our second location in 
White Stone across from 7-11

804-435-1215

Visit us on !
804-758-2316

Watch the blue boxes for The Rivah 
Visitor's Guide On stands April 25th. To advertise in the Southside Sentinel, 

call Maeghaen or Wendy at 758-2328!
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by Audrey Thomasson

Joe Milanese has taken on the challenge of build-
ing a family home for his retirement by serving as 

his own contractor. 
Joe has never built a house before. Certainly never 

tackled a project anywhere near the size of this 
4,250-square-foot structure including a breezeway to 
his future “man cave” above the future garage. 

And he plans to have it completed in six to seven 
months—half the time most folks wait for a custom 
home build. He also expects to save a good chunk of 
change.

But Joe has a secret weapon. He’s building using a 
panelized house kit.

“If you’ve got a general concept of building, man-
aging contracts and tasks, then you can do this,” says 
the retired project manager for a New Jersey utility 
company.

What is a panelized home?
Panelized house kits are a newer version of prefab-

ricated homes. But instead of the house traveling for 
miles in two or three completed sections and joined 

at the site, panelized kits are delivered as pre-cut and 
assembled 12-foot frames for the exterior and interior 
walls. 

The frames are made from quality lumber with 
machine-automated precision and pre-built in the 
factory in controlled conditions. The frames are 
assembled on-site within days.

The benefi t is clean, dry framing with exact angled 
corners and a house that goes under roof without 
being exposed to months in the elements. Joe’s home 
was under roof by the fi fth day.

How it works
Joe had an architectural fi rm draw up his plans. 

In November, he hired a local company to put in the 
foundation. Once the foundation was completed, he 
submitted both the house plans and foundation mea-
surements to a panelizing company in Pennsylvania. 

Pre-fab panelized homes are engineered by com-
puter, so the materials are precise and assured at the 
factory. Owner/builders have all the components for 
their home delivered to the site, eliminating having to 
order and inventory a variety of deliveries from dif-
ferent suppliers. Also, it eliminates constant trips to 

Dream home from a kit—
The ultimate do-it-yourself project

It is the ultimate in do-it-yourself projects—building 
your own custom home. Before you turn the page, read 
Joe Milanese's story. He's a new arrival to Lancaster 
County who knows a secret that will not only jump-
start the process, but also give you a better product 
at a cost that could save as much as 25% to 50%. 
That’s built-in equity.

Day 1: First floor walls are set.

Day 2: Setting garage walls.

Day 3: Setting second 
floor walls and trusses.

Day 4: Roof sheathing applied.

Day 5: Shingles are up. 

Photos courtesy of Nicole Chambers
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the lumberyard and the necessity of a big dumpster 
on site, because the waste is mostly eliminated at the 
factory.

“The structure was delivered in 12-foot wall sec-
tions. The company sent a crane and operator and it 
all arrived on three tractor-trailers in February,” said 
Joe. “The crane operator had the house assembled 
in three days—framework, doors, house wrap and 
sheathing.”

The fi rst fl oor was up in eight hours, including 
framing the interior and exterior. The second fl oor 
took two days because they had to sheath the roof, 
he said. Shingling the roof was the next step, which a 
local roofer completed in a day.

By comparison, another home nearby started fram-
ing in November and has yet to have the roof shingled 
to protect the skeleton from the elements. 

Joe’s home is 3,100 square feet of living space 
which jumps to 4,250 with the garage and breezeway. 
There's also a covered back porch. He said the cost 
was $22 per square foot for the shell.

Other benefi ts 
In designing the house, Joe was not limited to 

simple, straight-line elements. He points to the design 
of the roof as an example of special design features 
the panelizer easily accommodated.

Joe estimates he saved 50% on framing by going 
with a panelizing company. By being his own con-
tractor, he feels he has more control of the project 
and can make last minute changes without having 
to pay extra. For example, the downstairs bathroom 
was originally designed as a full bath, but after fram-
ing, he decided to make it a half bath. With a few 
alterations, everything was set and it didn't cost him 
a dime.

Other cost savings will come by putting the fi nish 
work out for bids and choosing his own contractors. 

“That way I have more control, too. I’m making the 
decisions on future work—insulation, electrical. I can 
pick and choose what I want to do and what I want to 
sub out. What you save depends on what you sub out. 
I can get three or four bids and choose what I'm most 
comfortable with.”

By doing it yourself, you can save 25% to 50% 
over building through a general contractor, he 
said. Of course, much of the ability to save comes 
from the choice of materials and fixtures. “You 

can easily eat into your savings with high-end fix-
tures, but you’ve saved the money to be able to 
do that”

One more secret to success
Joe has one other secret weapon at his disposal—

new friends Skip and Nicole Chambers. Skip owns 
a local contracting company, SNS Contracting in 
Irvington. He and Nicole are like a virtual geyser, 
spewing forth information and opportunities about 
trends in construction. They guided Joe to the idea 
of a panelized home and then did the ground work in 
fi nding what they felt was the best and most reliable 
panelizing company for his needs. 

They have also been on the construction site every 
step of the way, not only for support, but to learn more 
about the process for themselves. 

“Our role is as friends,” said Nicole. “We brought 
him the idea and now we're helping guide him through 
the process.” 

And if all goes according to plan, Joe expects to 
move his family from New Jersey to Lancaster County 
and into a custom dream home on Dymer Creek this 
fall. 

Five weeks into construction.

Interior framing.

Joe Milanese attaches hurricane straps to the framing.

Ground floor of the 3,100-square-foot house.
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Quiet Park-like Setting
On Rappahannock River
Located in Topping, VA
Marina: 804-758-4457

www.regentpointmarina.com

Come and check out our newly 
renovated yacht service and 

repair building!

Full-Service ABYC Boatyard

15-Ton Hydraulic Trailer
Boatyard: 804-758-4747

Slips Available!*

Dealer

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

1251 Tappahannock Blvd.
Tappahannock, Virginia                          804-443-4614

SHORES & SHORES
MARINE CONSTRUCTION

Strong, Dependable 
Construction of Piers,  
Bulkheads, Rip Rap  
and Boat Houses

East Coast Boat Lift Dealer

Top seven myths of tree care debunked
Most homeowners treasure the trees on their 

property but know little about how to care for 
them. Much of what you may have heard about 
tree care is actually incorrect, based on myths 
and misconceptions. Here are the top seven 
myths of tree care according to the International 
Society of Arboriculture:

Myth #1: When a tree is 
planted it should be securely 
staked.

Fact: Although it is some-
times necessary to stake trees 
to keep them upright and allow 
establishment, there are some 
adverse effects of staking. 
Allowing a small amount of 
movement can help root and 
trunk development. Of course, 
the worst effect of staking is 
the possibility of trunk damage 
from the staking wires or ties. 
Staking materials usually 
should be removed after one 
year to avoid "girdling" the 
tree.

Myth #2: Newly planted 
trees should have their trunks wrapped with tree 
wrap.

Fact: Studies using most common tree wraps 
have shown they do not prevent extreme fluc-
tuations in temperature on the bark, which 
cause sunscald. In some cases, the temperature 
extremes are worse. And tree wraps have also 
proven quite ineffective in preventing insect 
entry. In fact, some insects like to burrow under 
it. However, wrapping may protect your trees 

from injury from animals gnawing or rubbing 
against it, but should always be removed before 
it begins girdling the tree.

Myth #3: Trees should be pruned back heav-
ily to compensate for the loss of roots.

Fact: Trees can lose roots during the plant-
ing process or when construc-
tion and other activities go on 
around them. Although prun-
ing the top can reduce the 
amount of water that evapo-
rates from the leaves, the tree 
needs a full crown to produce 
the much-needed food and the 
plant hormones that induce root 
growth. The tree will develop a 
stronger, more extensive root 
system if it has a fuller crown. 
Limit pruning at the time of 
planting to structural training 
and the removal of damaged 
branches. Or, if your tree has 
survived trauma from con-
struction or other damage, it is 
best to let the tree decide which 

branches it is going to lose. 
Pruning should be limited to hazard reduction 
at first. Later, after the tree has responded to the 
damage, further pruning would be in order.

Myth #4: When removing a branch from a 
tree, the final cut should be flush with the stem 
to optimize healing.

Fact: First of all, trees don't "heal" in the 
sense that wounds on people heal. Trees com-

continued on page 12
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Premier Chesapeake Bay Coastal Home
Crystal clear waters. Enjoy the sunsets at “Bay View”. Over 336’ 
of shoreline for your active lifestyle. 3880 square feet. 3 bedroom, 
3.5 bath, gourmet kitchen, pine fl oors, fi replace, master suite 
with jacuzzi tub. Stunning vistas from every room. 1.7 acres. 2 
car garage. Open fl oor plan. Protected by white sand barrier is-
lands. Nothing to do but play on the coast! 40 minutes to Colo-
nial Williamsburg. 2.5 hours from Washington DC and Virginia 
Beach. Kids bring your crab nets. Sandy bottom for swimming.   

     Shown by appointment only. Call for details!

Morgan & Edwards Real Estate
804-815-8621

www.morganedwardsrealestate.com
The Morgan Team

Time for Spring Home Improvement   

at   Discounted Building Supply & Surplus 

Specializing in surplus building supplies,
(windows, doors, countertops, vanities and cabinets)    

up to 45% off list price.  
Order Silverline Anderson Replacement Windows                      

Guaranteed Lowest Prices.

All Special Orders are also DISCOUNTED !
Great Service ..... Great Prices .......

Located in the ED LEWIS MARINE BUILDING.

2721 Richmond Rd., Warsaw, Virginia 804-333-1234

Treasured  Captivating  Timeless

Rappahannock Cliffs is an emerging waterfront conservation community 

in Virginia’s Northern Neck. It is a part of Fones Cliffs, an historic setting 

that has captivated people and wildlife alike for centuries. It is part of 

an area which National Geographic and Audubon have recognized as 

one of the “Treasured Landscapes of the Chesapeake Bay”.  

     Designed by renowned planner, Randall Arendt, Rappahannock Cliffs 

will blend 45 expansive homesites overlooking the 

Rappahannock River with woods, marshes and 

fields protected from future development. Owners 

will enjoy the beauty of this timeless landscape, 

its lofty views and the bounty of its outdoor 

experiences both on land and on water.

Visit RappahannockCliffs.com or email info@rappahannockcliffs.com

and discover how special life can be living at Rappahannock Cliffs.
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partmentalize wounds, gen-
erating woundwood over the 
wounded area. Flush cutting 
removes the "branch collar," 
creating a larger wound than if 
the branch were removed out-
side the collar. Also, it is likely 
that some of the parent branch 
tissue will be removed. The 
spread of decay inside the tree 
is greater with flush cuts.

Myth #5: Certain fast-grow-
ing, weak-wooded trees should 
be "topped" to make them less 
hazardous in the landscape.

Fact: While topping these 
trees may reduce the potential 
hazard at first, they will likely 
be more dangerous in the future. 
Topping stimulates growth of 
twigs below the cuts. Growth 
of many vigorous shoots leads 
to branches with weak attach-
ments. Also, decay spreads 
inside the stubs and branches 
that were topped. Within two 
to five years after topping, 
the tree will have regained its 
height, but will be more haz-
ardous than before the topping. 
Besides, topping makes trees 
ugly. Alternatives to topping 
include thinning, cabling, or 
removal and replacement with 
a more suitable species.

Myth #6: If trees are pruned 
in early spring, they will 
"bleed," stressing the tree and 
causing health problems.

Fact: True, some trees such 
as maples and birches will 
"bleed" or lose sap from prun-
ing cuts made during early 
spring. This bleeding does not 
hurt the tree, and the loss of 
sap is inconsequential. With a 
few exceptions, most routine 
pruning can be done any time 
of year. The worst time is just 
as the tree has leafed out in the 
spring. The best time is when 
the tree is dormant. To maxi-
mize flowering for the follow-
ing year, prune just after bloom 
this year.

Myth #7: The root system of 
a tree is a mirror image of the 
top.

Fact: Many people envi-
sion a large, branching tap-
root growing deep into the 
soil. Actually, taproots are 
very uncommon in mature 
trees. If taproots do develop, 
they usually will be forced 
into horizontal growth when 
they encounter hard subsoils 
beneath the surface. The entire 
root systems of most trees can 
be found within 3 feet of soil. 
The spread of the root system, 

continued from page 10 however, can be very exten-
sive, often extending two to 
three times the spread of the 
crown. This means you don't 
need to perform "deep root 
fertilization" to reach their 

root system-most of the trees' 
fibrous, absorbing roots are in 
the top 8 inches of soil.

Get advice from an arborist. 
When choosing an arborist, 
look for ISA Certification and 

membership in professional 
associations. Ask for proof of 
insurance, too. Be wary of indi-
viduals who go door-to-door 
offering bargains for doing tree 
work. Don't be afraid to check 

references. To find an ISA 
Certified Arborist, along with 
more tree care information, 
visit treesaregood.org.
Source: International Society 
of Arboriculture
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Discover the difference Andersen variety can make.
Visit our showroom today. 

2006 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Perfect T
ouchthe

Spring Time Clearance
65% Off

Passionate about your home?
So are we...

Refi nance: Wow, have things changed!
by Robert H. Fleet III

We are at all time lows 
in regards to mortgage 

interest rates, so when is the 
right time to refi nance?  

Since the mortgage crisis 
began sometime in 2008, 
obtaining a new loan has 
become increasingly more dif-
fi cult. Some factors that need 
to be considered and asked of 
your loan offi cer are:  do I save 
money per month; do I pay off 
my mortgage early;  how long 
does it take to recoup my costs;  
and, is there enough value in 
my property.

Once upon a time, a cus-
tomer would call his/her bank, 
which would in-turn hire an 
appraiser to go out and view 
the property to obtain a value. 
Today with our current regula-
tions, your bank must rotate 
the use of its appraisers, and 
the loan offi cer has no contact 
with the chosen appraiser. That 
same appraiser must now go 
inside your home, take photos 
of the interior, which includes 
bathrooms and bedrooms. 
They also rate the quality of 
construction, condition of the 
property and the current sale of 
comparable properties in order 
to obtain a value.

Due to the many foreclo-
sures and unique properties 
in the Northern Neck area, 
along with the lack of new 
sales, this entire process has 
become very confusing and 
frustrating for the home-
owner. Because the loan being 
approved usually hinges on 
this appraisal, it can cause 
the loan to be denied. If you 
make it through the appraisal 
process, then it is on to the 
application.

When applying for your 
refi nance be prepared for the 
lender to request at least two 
years work history and income 
verifi cations. Employment 
verifi cation is often required 
within fi ve days of closing, so 
it is important to keep your job 
during this process, as making 
changes to your employment 
during the processing of your 
loan can cause denial. It is also 
important to keep your spend-
ing to a minimum during the 
loan process as well, as your 
credit report is a key factor in 
the decision process, and may 
also be checked again towards 
the end of your process.

As you can see if you have 
not applied for a mortgage loan 
during the last two to three 
years it can be a very frustrat-

ing, confusing, overwhelming 
and time consuming experi-
ence. The best way to handle 
the situation is to select a repu-
table lender, meet with your 
loan offi cer and try to cover all 
aspects of this process. Then 
you will be prepared when your 
loan gets a little off course and 
it will not be as frightening.

Robert H. Fleet, III is vice 
president and manager of 
residential lending at the Bank 
of Lancaster. He’s been in 
residential lending for more 
than 18 years. 

Robert H. Fleet III

Pat Willett
Associate Broker 

804-436-5235 
pat@pleasantlife.com

INDIAN CREEK
473 Long Cove Lane White Stone, VA

Outstanding Waterfront home with wide views of Indian Creek and sailboat 
depth water at pier. 4 bedroom, 4.5 baths, open floor plan, hardwood floors, 

professionally installed media room, 60’ covered wrap porch overlooking 
water, gunite pool, beautiful gardens and 2 car detached garage with 
workshop. Too many extras to list. Brochure upon request. For a true 

experience, go to www.tourfactory.com/869534.
Priced at $1,550,000
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Marc Gannon, reverse mortgage loan officer 
for Southern Trust Mortgage of Virginia 

Beach, who also does work for EVB, said reverse 
mortgages are extremely misunderstood, and 
he dispelled some common myths about them 
that simply are not true.

“Reverse mortgages are a product that 
allows seniors to withdraw a good portion of 
their equity in their home to use tax free for any 
purpose without ever being obligated to make a 
mortgage payment," said Gannon.

“It's a good way for homeowners to tap 
into their equity,” he said. “One popular use of 
reverse mortgages is to pay off one's current 
mortgage. If a couple is paying $1,200 a month 
in principal and interest on their home, 
which immediately goes away when paid 
off through a reverse mortgage, they have 
$1,200 a month better cash flow without 
ever having to make a mortgage payment. 
They just continue to pay taxes and 
homeowner's insurance, and they have a 
roof over their heads until they pass away. 
They never have to make another payment, 
and that's one of the most popular reasons 
for doing it.

“People use it for a lot of different 
reasons," Gannon continued. "They might 
use it to provide funds for long-term health 
care they otherwise couldn't afford. They 
might pay for a wedding or college for 
their grandchildren. One woman used her 
reverse mortgage on her current home to 
buy another home for her children. The 

children are paying rent to their mother.
“I had one man use his reverse mortgage 

on his current home to buy a second home 
in Florida with cash from proceeds,” he said. 
“I've had people sell their home, and then buy 
a $350,000 home. They did a reverse mortgage 
on the new home, put $130,000 down and 
never ever had a mortgage payment on that 
$350,000 home. That's an amazing way to use 
it. When most people discover they can use it 
for purchase, seven out of ten will go that path. 
They feel they are buying a home at a discount 
because the only payment is that initial down 
payment.

“A reverse mortgage is equivalent to a loan 
balance—you get a certain amount of cash out 
and that's your loan balance. The loan balance 
debt grows by having to pay interest and pay 
mortgage insurance that goes to the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA),” said Gannon. 

“It causes the balance (debt) to grow over 
time. Over a very long time the equity in the 
home will decline, but the homeowners still will 
have a roof over their heads regardless. If they 
reach a point when there is no equity left in the 
property, they still have a roof over their heads.

“The strongest part of a reverse mortgage is 
that it is a non-recourse product,” he said. “So, if 

someone passes away and they have had a 
reverse mortgage for 30 years and there is 
no equity left, their heirs are left with the 
property, and no one is responsible for 
repaying the reverse mortgage [unless 
the heirs want to keep the property].

“What happens then is the lender 
goes to the heirs and asks what their 
intentions are with the property,” 
Gannon said. "If the heirs say they are 
not interested in selling and they don't 
want to pay off the loan, the lender sells 
the property and takes a loss initially, 
but the lender files a claim to the FHA 
and collects the balance.

“Most of the time, however, the 
heirs choose to pay back the loan 
because they want to sell the property, 
pay off the reverse mortgage balance, 
and pocket that additional equity,” he 

For many, reverse mortgages are 
the key to a comfortable retirement

A reverse mortgage is a form of equity release or lifetime mortgage. It is a loan available to 
Virginia homeowners or home buyers 62 years of age or older, enabling them to access a portion 
of their home's equity. 

Homeowners can draw the mortgage principal in several ways: in a lump sum, by receiving 
monthly payments over a specified time, over the owner or owners' lifetime, as a revolving line of 
credit, or some combination thereof.

The borrower (homeowner) remains entirely responsible for the property. This includes 
physical maintenance, insurance and taxes. In addition, some reverse mortgages require that the 
property be periodically revalued.

Title to the property remains in the name of the homeowners, to be disposed of as they wish, 
encumbered only by the amount owed under the mortgage.

by Larry Chowning
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One of the main reasons 
people go with a reverse 
mortgage is to supplement 
retirement. One senior citizen 
in Mathews County, who has 
had a reverse mortgage for 
several years, said, “It has 
been beautiful. It's my extra 
money that I have coming in. 
Now, it is a loan, but I still own 
my house and I will never be 
put out of my house.

“I could have gotten it in 
a lump sum but I got mine 
spread out and it ends in 
2019," she said. "If I'm still 
alive then they cannot put me 
out of my house. It works out 
just beautifully. It has helped 
ease my retirement years.

“Also, I don't have to 
declare the money I receive 
as income because it is a 
loan, so I don't have to pay 
taxes on it," she said. "It's 
been good and consistent. 
I've talked with other friends 
who have them and they 
have been happy too.”

The woman noted that 
because of the recession her 
house is now lower in value 
than the amount of her loan. 
"I don't know what this will 
mean but it is something that 
many people are facing," she 
said. "No repayment of the 
loan is required as long as I 
stay in the home, maintain 
it, and pay the taxes and 
insurance on it.

“If I decide to sell the 
home, move out of it or pass 
away, then the loan will have 
to be repaid or the house 
sold," she said. “If I were to 
decide to sell, any equity 
remaining in the home 
would go to me. I don't know 
that this is for everyone, but 
it has been good for me.”

Gannon said since the 
recession fewer people now 
qualify for reverse mortgages 
because home values have 
decreased. "We've had 
people who, if they had come 

Capt. Tom’s
Oyster Floats

Oyster Gardening Floats, 
Spat and Supplies

Delivery and Set-up Services

Phone: (804) 815-1423
www.oystergardening.com
tom@oystergardening.com

Tom Noffsinger
Deltaville, Va.Visit our 

website for 

our Deltaville 

& Irvington 

Farmers’ 

Market show 

dates!

Can’t wait for a show? Supplies available at our 
Hartfield, Onancock 
and Chesapeake 

locations. Call or visit our website!

The greatest people 
who ever lived…

Wise.  Reliable. Sensible. You 
know the words that describe our 
parents’ generation.  

At the risk of bragging, some 
folks use those words to describe 
Crowther Heating & Air Condition-
ing.  Why?  

Because we treat customers the 
way we’d like to be treated.

Like so: What about your energy 
bills? Are they too high?  

Could be your old heating and 
cooling system “steals” energy 
dollars from you each month.

Let Crowther Heating & Air Con-
ditioning give you a free (yes, free) 
Home Energy Survey to find out.  
If we spot a way for you to save 
energy, we’ll show you how to do 
it. 

We can also show you how much 
a new system can save. Then just 
compare the savings.

No matter what we suggest, 
you’re under no obligation at all.  
But if a new system makes sense, 
owning it is easy too...

Such as:  Manufacturer Rebates 
up to $1,500.00. Virginia Power 
Rebates up to $250.00. Plus you 
get Crowther Heating & Air Con-
ditioning’s 10-year parts and labor 
warranty - not a cent for repairs 
for 10 years! 

You can save more than you’re 
spending. Now that’s a deal even 
your parents would like. 

Call 800-323-7478 for your very 
wise free Energy Survey today.

to us a few years ago, would 
have been eligible because of 
values then,” he said. "When 
their home values went down 
they do not have enough 
overall equity to qualify for a 
reverse mortgage.”

“The sad thing is, there 
are still seniors who could 
benefit greatly from this 
product but may have been 
scared away for years from 
learning more about it,” 

Joan, in late 2005, was 
about two years removed 
from losing her husband 
Rusty. She had not handled 
the family finances and 
was overwhelmed when 
faced with dealing with 
bills, monthly income, 
and mortgage payments. 
Furthermore, Joan's 
monthly income was about 
$1,600 and the mortgage 
payment remaining on her 
home was just under $800 
per month. Finances were, 
needless to say, tight. Joan 
knew that going on a cruise 
to Alaska with friends in 
the summer of 2006 was 
not possible financially. 
Not possible until she 
discovered a reverse 
mortgage.

She saw a commercial 
on television and 
immediately assumed 
that a reverse mortgage 
wouldn’t be available in her 
situation because she still 
owed about $42,000 from 
a home equity line of credit 
that was taken out about six 
years before her husband’s 
death. She decided to call 
anyway to see what might 
become available for her in 
the future.

Joan found out a couple 
of important things when 
she called:

have to be paid off.

could actually pay off her 
existing mortgage.

don’t matter with a reverse 
mortgage.

Joan determined 
that this product might 
be right for her.  She did 
the counseling that was 
required. It took only 30 
minutes and was quite 
helpful to her. She found 
out that the fees for a 
reverse mortgage were 
somewhat high. But she 
also, on closer inspection, 
realized that there was no 
other product out there that 
would not have to be paid 
back until she passed away. 
She knew she would have 
to pay it back if she moved 
out or went into a nursing 
home, but she was quite 
sure she’d be living out her 
days in her comfortable 
home where she had been 
for the last 18 years.

She got a reverse 
mortgage and with the 
proceeds, her existing 
mortgage was paid off, 
immediately eliminating 
an expense of $800 per 
month. She got a line of 
credit of about $60,000 on 
the remaining equity in 
her home. She went with 
her friends on the cruise 
to Alaska and credits her 
reverse mortgage with 
brightening her golden 
years.

Reverse mortgage: an example

said Gannon. “Sometimes 
it’s a story from a friend of a 
friend, or a sensationalized 
article or feature from a 
news source where someone 
didn’t clarify the facts.

“I’ve met these seniors 
at seminars and other 
events and they’re always 
very enlightened and 
grateful once I’ve given them 
a complete explanation,” 
Gannon said.
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Call us!
We always have
Truckload Pricing

Name: Brian Major
Age: 46
Hobby: Family time
Village: Locust Hill
Describe yourself in 3 words: 
Hard-working man.
Idea of perfect happiness: 
When everybody is happy.
Most admired persons: Mom 
and Dad.
Great achievement: Starting a 
successful business from nothing.
Greatest regret: There is noth-
ing I’d change.
Most prized possession: My 
wedding band.
Motivation: Being able to run a 
business that provides employ-
ment.
Motto: You can do what you want 
to, just get out there and do it. 
Success does not come overnight; 
don’t give up when you hit bumps 
in the road.P

ro
fi

le
“Always looking for another challenge”

by Tom Chillemi

“If you want to talk to Brian Major, you need to walk fast.” So began the 
story of River Birch Nursery and Landscaping when it opened in 1988 on 
Route 33 at Locust Hill. Major had a lot to do in those early days and he had 
no choice but to talk while working.

Judging by his business creations over the last 25 years, he hasn’t spent 
much time standing still.

When he was 18 years old, Sally Gayle Revere inspired him to work with 
plants. His adventure in plants and landscaping began in an old two-story 
house. Soon he added River Birch Florists next door, then, River Birch 

Stone.
After he married in 1995, he and 

his wife, Lisa, started River Birch 
Gifts. 

Four businesses would have been 
plenty enough for most folks. Not 
Major.

In 2009 he opened a satellite 
branch of River Birch Inc. in White 
Stone to accommodate his Northern 
Neck customers.

But, he wasn’t done yet.
Major has always loved animals. 

In 2010 he turned his passion for 
raising and caring for animals into 
River Birch Animal Farm—a USDA 
certified non-profit farm that cares 
for rescued animals. “I love to see 
people enjoy the animals,” he said. 
"They bring back memories for the 
seniors, and they amaze the kids."

Recently a farm pavilion was 
built, thanks to a donation from a 
patron who continues to support the 
farm.

Ask Major the secret to success, 
he’ll tell you that success comes 
from hard work and persistence. 
“Making my customers happy has 
made business as successful as it has 
been,” he said. “I do appreciate the 
support of my customers.”

Through his quarter century in 
business, Major has managed with 
hands on. You’re most likely to find 
him driving an old pickup and wear-
ing work clothes. “That’s where I 
like to be,” he said.

River Birch Stone is expanding 

and moving a hundred yards west 
on Route 33 to supply dyed mulch 
and decorative gravel. “My mind 
is always looking for another chal-
lenge,” he said. 

Brian gives credit to his mom, 
Ann, and father, Mercer, "who gave 
me a sound foundation." His mom is 
still involved with River Birch Flo-
rists and he hopes his children will 
take an interest. 

He and his wife have three “pre-
cious” kids, Olivia, 14, Brian II, 12, 
and Aiden, 5. 

Aiden, Lisa, Olivia, Brian and Brian II Major
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Beautiful Waterfront
on Urbanna Creek

Transitional home captures wide 
water views. Casual elegance on 
8.5 acres includes extra lot. Custom Finishes. 4 BR, 3.5 BA. Screened Porch-
es. Guest Quarters above Garage.  VA Garden Tour Home. Boathouse/Lift. 
6’ MLW. Convenient Location, about 50 minutes to Richmond Airport. 

FRANK HARDY, INC. REALTORS
WATERFRONT AND ESTATE BROKERS

Chesapeake Bay Offi ce
Frank Johnson   804-815-8722
www.WaterfrontandEstate.com

Offering the best in trendy, classic & fun!
Hunter Douglas window
 fashions, Area Rugs, and 

Decorative Accessories

In Home Design Consultations 

5011 Richmond Road  Warsaw, VA.
Feather Your Nest

Cindy Lloyd Design
804-333-6463cindylloydfeatheryournest@gmail.com

804.725.1516
Rt. 3 Mathews, just before the 
Piankatank River Bridge
www.hunterscontracting.com 

If you have dreams of a custom home, adding an 
addition, or have a renovation, 

Hunter’s Contracting, Ltd. is your choice.
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Urbanna, Va.
(804) 758-1099 or (800) 718-5737

www.eastcoastboatlifts.com

Boat Lift Features

•  Aluminum or Galvanized 
Steel Construction

• Stainless Steel Cables
• GFCI Protected Motors
• Enclosed Covers
• Standard & Custom Design
• Optional Remote Controls

Boat Lift Types

• Aluminum Overhead Beam (NEW)
• Galvanized Overhead Beam
• Low Profi le
•  Jet Ski Lifts

(rotation & standard)
• Boathouse
• Boat Lift Replacement Parts
  (motors, switches, cable, beams, etc.)

Can we offer you a lift?

www.mmhartfi eld.com

www.doitbest.com            www.mandmbuildingsupply.com

Hartfi eld Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.             Sat. 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.             Sun. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Port Haywood Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.             Sat. 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.             Closed Sun.

10859 General Puller Hwy.

Hartfi eld

804-776-7777

3625 New Pt. Comfort Hwy.

Port Haywood

804-725-7156

Available at both of our locations!
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Chowning strives to keep “his yard” looking the best

by Shannon Rice

For Damon Chowning, work isn’t 
just about doing what you’re supposed 
to do to earn a paycheck. He takes his 
work personally.

In his sixth year as the head of land-
scaping at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury (RW-C) retirement 
village near Irvington, Chowning 
refers to the 161-acre campus as “my 
yard.”

“I am always working to make 
my yard look better than everyone 

else’s, and the job is never done,” says 
Chowning.

In addition to general grounds 
upkeep such as mowing and pruning, 
Chowning also is responsible for set-
ting and managing the department’s 
budget, ordering and installing plants, 
and managing infrastructure such as 
storm water drainage. 

Improved storm drainage man-
agement, additions to the two nature 
trails, tree elevation, a Frisbee golf 

course, and a croquet court are among 
Chowning’s most recent projects com-
pleted at RW-C.

“Achieving functionality while also 
providing aesthetics can be a chal-
lenge,” says Chowning.

This challenge is nothing Chowning 
is unfamiliar with, however.

His interest in landscaping came at 
a young age as he watched his mother 
work in her own garden. It also didn’t 
hurt that he’s always considered him-
self an “outdoorsy” person.

After high school, Chowning pur-
sued a degree in landscape architecture 
at Christopher Newport University. He 
then switched gears and transferred 
to Virginia Tech where he earned a 
degree in horticulture.

“I decided to do horticulture 
because it gave me the science and 
practicality side to landscaping. The 
whole package gave me a more in-
depth knowledge of what I do with 
installation and design. I still get to 
practice the creative side of things 
too,” says Chowning, admitting that 
the creative side can be subjective.

After college, he took a mere week 
off to move and then got work right 
away at a commercial landscaping 
company in Northern Virginia. He 
very quickly worked his way up to 
foreman with a six-man crew. From 
there, he transferred to a Virginia 
Beach branch of the company, advanc-
ing even further to account manager 
with an 18-person crew.

Chowning changed companies 

in the Virginia Beach area, but after 
marriage he wanted to move closer 
to home because he and his new wife 
started a family. That’s when the posi-
tion at RW-C opened.

“This is a great place to work—
from the beautiful setting to the 
administration and the residents. It’s 
a good Christian organization, but the 
best part about working here is the 
people,” he says.

Chowning says one of the chal-
lenges he faces at his job is balanc-
ing the look of the campus as a whole 
with the individual preferences of the 
residents. While he may view some-
thing from a functionality perspec-
tive, he says he must also remember 
that people live on the campus and the 
grounds are part of their daily lives.

“Sometimes it’s hard not to get dis-
tracted by the big picture in my head,” 
he says.

Then, of course, there is the chal-
lenge that faces anyone doing manual 
labor—the elements.

“I have two bosses. I have my boss 
and then Mother Nature. Mother 
Nature is the more unforgiving of the 
two,” Chowning says with a laugh.

Fortunately, Chowning says he can 
depend on a wonderful, hardworking 
crew. He also tries to use as many local 
resources and vendors as he can.

“I think it’s important to give back 
to the community and help stimulate 
the local economy,” he says.

Chowning still recognizes that he is 
conducting a business, however, and is 
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We’re not just designers, we’re cooks. We think kitchens  
should be efficient to use, enjoyable to view, and full of fun!

Northern Neck 804-724-0829

 

www.hometownlighting.com
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KING’S CLEANING SERVICES, INC.

kcsinc@live.com • KingsCleaningServices.com

14679 Richmond Road Village, VA 22570
804.529.7697    800.828.4398

Carpet, Furniture, Air Ducts
Oriental and Area Rug 
Cleaning Specialists

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

Name: Damon Chowning
Age: 36
Village: Gloucester Point
Hobby: Playing with my 3-year 
old son, camping and football.
Describe yourself in 3 
words: Thought-driven, moti-
vated, happy.
Idea of perfect happiness: 
Having a happy, healthy family 
that is stable and having no 
worry or stress.
Greatest achievement: My 
wife, son and college diploma.
Greatest regret: Giving up 
running in college. I had a talent 
for it and I wish I'd kept up with 
it.

creative in his resource accumulation. 
One of his favorite items to use is the 
compost made right at RW-C.

“I’m a big fan of recycling. It’s 
just good business and a way to be 
green,” he says.

At the end of the day, Chowning 
says everything goes back to the 
people he works with on a daily 
basis.

“The residents are caring and 
constantly ask me about my family, 
and the administration supports me 
100% allowing me to be creative 
with my design. It’s a real commu-
nity and I enjoy that. So, for them, I  
will always work to keep my yard in 
the best shape I can.”

Most admired person: Both of 
my grandfathers and my dad. They 
all stayed focused and disciplined. 
They have been selfless and always 
put their children’s needs before 
their own. I strive to be more like 
them.
Most prized possession: My 
family. I like stuff as much anyone 
else but it doesn’t mean anything 
without a family.
Motivation: The pride that comes 
with doing the best job I can do.
Motto: Make fun where there’s 
none. Work smarter not harder. If 
you’re not going to get out of bed 
and do it right the first time around, 
don’t get out of bed at all.



544 North Main Street  Kilmarnock, Virginia  800-448-4505  theEarthstore.net

Love your pets. Love your garden.

The Earth Store has everything to keep your garden and your pets happy. From shrubs, annuals, perennials, pottery, seed and 
fertilizer to premium pet products including Blue Buffalo,™ Nutro® and Greenies.®  
If we don’t have what you are looking for, just ask us and we will order it for you.

Stihl Yourself 
for Spring

The #1 selling brand of 

handheld outdoor power 

tools in America is now 

available in Kilmarnock. 

From grass trimmers 

and leaf blowers to pole 

pruners and chain saws, 

we can match you with 

the right tool, and hand 

it to you fully assembled, 

fueled and  

ready to run.

161 Technology Park Drive

Kilmarnock, Virginia

804-435-7777

Monday-Friday: 7:00-5:30

Saturday: 7:30-3:00
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The ALLEN
GROUP, Inc.

758-2037
www.allengroupbuilders.com

MILL-END
car pet shop & ware house

BUILDERS • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Carpet • Vinyl • Area Rugs • Hardwood
Luxury Vinyl Tile • Custom Rug Binding

Ceramic Tile • Laminate • VCT • Area Rug Cleaning

Serving the Middle Penninsula &
Northern Neck for over 30 years.

10860 Gen. Puller Hwy., Hartfi eld
804-776-6611

www.mill-end.com

Pat Willett
Associate Broker 

804-436-5235 
pat@pleasantlife.com

TABBS CREEK ESTATES
310 Old Point Road

Large waterfront home in Tabbs Creek Estates. This outstanding home offers 
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Master Suite on 1st floor. Open living areas which 

are great for entertaining. Waterside screen porch for summer enjoyment and 
cool breezes. 5+ MLW at dock and minutes to the Bay. 2 car attached garage 

all situated on 1.625 Ac. of landscaped lawn.
Offered at $1,100,000.

757-723-3435

25% OFF with this ad 

Call now for a Free Estimate

Plantation Shutters
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NORTHERN NECK 
BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

Pat Willett
Associate Broker 

804-436-5235 
pat@pleasantlife.com

CORROTOMAN RIVER
131 Yankee Point Road.

Lovely Tidewater design home fronting on the Corrotoman River at Yankee 
Point. Wide view across river and deep water at dock.   Located on 3 

landscaped acres. 3 Bedrooms w/ large master suite & bath on the first floor, 
two bedrooms w/ bath on the upper floor. 1/2 bath off foyer. Large Kitchen w/
center island and D.R. adjacent to open living room w/brick fireplace. Large 

screened porch facing the river. Two car attached garage w/ workshop. 
Williamsburg design dependency for garden equipment & supplies. A picket 

fence area for your dogs complete this outstanding home. 
Offered at $839,000

The Premier Insulation Installer in the 
Middle Penninsula – Northern Neck

Closed Cell & Open Cell

 - Dry Spray

“All Your Insulation Needs”

Call for an estimate today!
804-758-5347

Aluminum & CopperAluminum & CopperAluminum & CopperAluminum & CopperAluminum & Copper
5” & 6” Gutters5” & 6” Gutters5” & 6” Gutters5” & 6” Gutters5” & 6” Gutters
Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance  Leaf Guard Systems Leaf Guard Systems Leaf Guard Systems Leaf Guard Systems Leaf Guard Systems

Add exterior space with colorful Sunbrella fabrics.Add exterior space with colorful Sunbrella fabrics.Add exterior space with colorful Sunbrella fabrics.Add exterior space with colorful Sunbrella fabrics.Add exterior space with colorful Sunbrella fabrics.
Increase energy efficiency through shading.Increase energy efficiency through shading.Increase energy efficiency through shading.Increase energy efficiency through shading.Increase energy efficiency through shading.
Protection from the elements on your deck or patio.Protection from the elements on your deck or patio.Protection from the elements on your deck or patio.Protection from the elements on your deck or patio.Protection from the elements on your deck or patio.

3010 Northumberland Highway,  Lottsburg, Virginia

804-529-7578allisonsacehardware.com

AAAAA llison’sllison’sllison’sllison’sllison’s
wningswningswningswningswnings
AAAAA

A llison’s Hardware

llison’sllison’sllison’sllison’sllison’sAAAAA
SSSSSeamless
GGGGGutters
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ATTENTION
NORTHERN NECK CUSTOMERS

HUNDREDS OF CARPETS & FLOORS IN STOCK   
          AND READY FOR INSTALLATION!

CARPET, HARDWOOD, LAMINATE,

TILE, VINYL, RUGS AND MORE!

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES ON

ALL IN
STOCK!

Call Us For A Free Estimate Or Stop By One Of Our 3 Locations
Visit us online at www.floortraderofrichmond.com

lthough we make every effort to ensure that our advertising is accurat

Arts Alive 2013, the 
Northumberland Public Library’s 
fourth annual Artist Studios Tour 
will be held April 13 and 14. More 
than 20 talented artists from the 
lower Northern Neck will partici-
pate. Proceeds benefi t the library in 
Heathsville. 

Artists include Andy Pitts, master 
furniture craftsman; Brian Jones, 
pottery; Nana Gail Glauer, oil and 
watercolor painting, charcoal; Diana 
Jamison, oil painting; Charles Van 
Denburgh, oil painting; Constance 
DeBordenave, watercolors; The 
Heathsville Forge Blacksmith Guild; 
the Tavern Spinners and Weavers 
Guild; Sukey Starkey, mosaics; and 
Sid Mace, wood turning.

Also, The Tavern Woodworkers 
Guild; Penny Mace, fi ber arts, carved 
gourds; Blessed Beaders, jewelry 
by Mary Carter, Judy Tulis, Andrea 
Ullrich and Susan-Carter Hughes; 
Ed Ramsey, pottery; Sue Ramsey, 
watercolor painting; Ron Taylor, 
metal sculpture; Julie Seder, jewelry; 
Shirley Kinney, clay, gourd sculp-
tures and cloth fi gures; John Latell, 
steel, paint, and wood sculpting; and 
Rhonda Lawrence, silversmithing.

Visitors will have an opportunity 
to visit the studios, talk to the artists 
and purchase original artwork, said 
chairman Richard J. Siciliano. Light 
refreshments will provided at the stu-
dios. Most studios have access to rest 
rooms, and several of the studios are 
fully handicap accessible. There also 
will be door prizes.

A detailed map and full-color bro-
chure are provided with the purchase 
of tickets, and at nplva.org, or 580-
5051, said Siciliano.

Tour tickets are $20; children 
ages 12 and younger will be admit-
ted free. Tickets may be purchased 
at the library; The Bay Window in 
Irvington; EVB Bank in Heathsville, 
Callao and Kilmarnock; Foxy; and 
Wildest Dreams in Burgess; and at 
any of the artists' studios. 

Donors and service providers for 
this year’s tour are Ingram Bay Con-
tracting, Inc.; WCVE Public Radio; 
EVB Bank; Chesapeake Bank; 
Bank of Lancaster; Bank of Essex; 
Union First Market Bank; Allison’s 
ACE Hardware; Callao Supermar-
ket; Luna; T. & J.’s Dairy Barn, The 
Orchard; Jayne McQuade; and Micki 
and Ron Pugh. 

Annual Arts 
Alive Studios 
Tour slated 
April 13-14



24 • windows on the Bay  •  

During the 80th Historic Garden Week in Virginia, April 20-27, visitors will step through the gates of more than 250 of Virginia’s 
most beautiful gardens, homes and historic landmarks. Nearly 40 Garden Week tours will present a rich mosaic of some of the state’s fi nest 
properties at the peak of Virginia’s springtime color, as well as beautiful houses sparkling with over 2,000 fl ower arrangements created by 
Garden Club of Virginia members.

Sponsored by The Garden Club of Virginia, local events are scheduled from the Atlantic Ocean to the Allegheny Mountains and will span 
the centuries from the early 17th through the early 21st. In the Middle Peninsula, tours are planned in King and Queen County (April 26) 
and Mathews County (April 27). On the Northern Neck, a tour is planned in Northumberland County (April 24). The tours present an 
opportunity for visitors to enjoy some of the most elegant historic sites and breathtaking gardens the area has to offer.

The Garden Club of Gloucester 
will celebrate the 80th anni-

versary of Historic Garden Week 
in Virginia with a history-packed 
house tour from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 27. Four unique 
homes and one stunning garden, all 
in Mathews County, will be open 
this year. 

In a special addition to the day, 
the sailing ship Godspeed will 
be docked and open for tours at 
Williams Wharf on Route 614 in 
Mathews, where lunch also will be 
available for purchase. Godspeed 
is a recreation of one of the three 
ships that brought the fi rst English 
colonists to Virginia in 1607, and 
comes to the East River in Mathews 
by arrangement of the Jamestown-
Yorktown Foundation and the 
Mathews Land Conservancy. 

And, as always, a variety of public 
historic sites in both Mathews and 
also in Gloucester County will wel-
come visitors with special hours on 
April 27.

The tour, titled the "Timeless 
Treasures of Mathews", features 
a house from each of the 17th, 
18th and 19th centuries, and a 
garden from the 20th. Magnolia, 
on the East River, dates from the 
late 1600s; Springdale, on Put-In 
Creek, from 1735; Buckley Hall, 
in Mathews Court House, from the 
1850s; and the gardens at Samar-
kand, on Woodas Creek, have been 
created over the last 15 years on the 
site of early 20th century gardens.

These houses, as well as the gar-
dens, offer unique windows in to 
local history, from Colonial times 
until the present. 

Historic Garden Week in Virginia

Magnolia (1 Magnolia Road) 
with several aspects of its structure 
dating to before 1700, presents the 
earliest architectural details on the 
tour, including original “six over 
nine” windows and some original 
fl ooring. Recent additions include 
a “hyphen” connecting the main 
house with an old schoolroom, and 
a river room taking in the 1,100-
foot frontage on the East River. 
Visitors will enjoy the llamas, 
horses, ducks,  dogs, and cats that 
enliven Magnolia’s grounds.

Springdale (1108 New Point 
Comfort Hwy.), circa 1735, is 
now in the process of being listed 
on the National Register of His-
toric Places. It has extensive early 
construction which may still be 

seen. Set on the banks of Put-In 
Creek, Springdale was built for 
Richard Billups, a captain in the 
American Revolution. Most of 
the original construction remains, 
including woodwork and window 
glass, heart-pine fl oors, a massive 
double-brick chimney in Flemish 
bond, and period hinges and locks, 
including one that bears the British 
Royal Coat-of-Arms. Springdale is 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Art Miller, 
who have retired to a new house on 
the property and have given over 
the main house to their daughter 
and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brady Gillenwater.

Buckley Hall (11293 Buckley 
Hall Road) was built in the 1850s 
as part of a larger estate, originally 

‘Timeless Treasures of Mathews’
features four centuries of homes

Samarkand Garden

Springdale

“Buckleigh Farm,” an extensive 
plantation. The center-hall frame 
house in its lovely garden set-
ting now retains lawn and woods 
of four acres, and features a rose 
garden. Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Lewis, 
owners, opened the house as a bed-
and-breakfast in 2000 and visitors 

will enjoy seeing the kitchen’s 
large, wood-burning stove used for 
cooking and heating.

Samarkand Gardens (341 
Samarkand Lane) are located at 
a house of the same name built 
in 1927 as a summer cottage by 

Godspeed
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The Garden Club of Virginia and 
the Garden Club of the Northern 

Neck will host the annual house and 
garden tour, "Great Wicomico River 
Vistas" on Wednesday, April 24.

From earliest times, Native Amer-
icans were drawn to what would 
become Northumberland County 
because of its hospitable natural 
surroundings, said publicity chair-
man Carter Blackford Filer. Today, 
Northumberland is still considered 
the least known, least explored, and 
least developed county in the North-
ern Neck.

In that sense, its abundant natu-
ral beauty and quiet way of life are 
hidden gems just waiting to surprise 
and delight, she said. Perhaps that’s 
why people who can choose to live 
anywhere they please now make up 
the majority of its 21st-century set-
tlers.

Featured properties showcase the 
renovations of historic properties 
as well as stunning modern designs 
taking full advantage of water views.  
Properties span the timeframe from 
1832 to 2005. 

All properties on the tour are 
opened for Historic Garden Week for 
the fi rst time. 

Eagle Point Farm, an updated 
1920s Foursquare with infi nity pool 
and sweeping views of the Great 
Wicomico. The property, at 1067 
Eagle Point Road, is owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. John Mullenholz.

 is a meticu-
lously restored pre-Civil War home 
relocated to an imposing bluff over-
looking the river. The property, at 120 
River Hill Road, is owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Mick Wiggins.

Edwin Treakle (“The Clam King”). 
Now, extensive and delightful gar-
dens grace this 20th-century home 
on the banks of Woodas Creek, 
making a landscape rich in a vari-
ety of trees, fl owerbeds and outdoor 
rooms. Owners Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
Hannold have created the garden 
through steady work over the last 
15 years. 

Tickets
Advance tickets are $25 and 

available at Gloucester Visitor’s 
Center, Smith’s Florist, Mathews 
Visitor’s Center and Brent & 
Becky’s Bulbs or by sending a 
check to: Marianne Bowles, P.O. 
Box 2363, Gloucester, VA 23061.  
Bowles can be emailed at bowles.
robertmarianne@gmail.com.

Lunch at Williams Wharf Land-
ing will be available by advance 

reservation. Call (804) 725-9685.
Tickets on the day of the tour are 

$30 for the full tour and $15 for 
one house. Tickets for children ages 
6-12 are $12, and children under 
age 5 are admitted free. 

Tickets and maps are available at 
all homes and gardens on the tour, 
and at the tour headquarters—Edge 
Hill House on the corner of Main 
Street and Route 14 in Gloucester.

In addition to the tour sites, tour 
tickets also get visitors free admis-
sion to the following historic sites: 
Edge Hill House; Kingston Parish 
Episcopal Church, Route 614, 
Mathews; Zion Poplars Church, 
7000 T.C. Walker Rd., Gloucester; 
and Rosewell Ruins, 5118 Old 
Rosewell Road, Gloucester.

Visit vagardenweek.org/tours for 
more information.

 is a chateau-style 
home designed to display fascinating 
collections of antiques and objects 
d’art. The property, at 474 Edge Hill 
Farm Road, is owned by Dr. A. Jacox 
and Dr. C. Spengler. Athena Winery 
also will be open on tour day.

Van transportation will be avail-
able to Athena House and Edge-
hill from the Information Center, 
Wicomico Parish Church at 5191 
Jessie Ball DuPont Memorial High-
way in Wicomico Church.

 Cockrell House boasts river 
views from every room. The prop-
erty, at 583 Wicomico Drive, is 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. T. Randolph 
Cockrell Jr.

 is an 
artfully executed family compound 
designed by an award-winning West 
Coast architect. The property, at 2046 
Whay’s Creek Road, is owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Carter Fox. Complimentary 
refreshments will be served here.

Tickets
Tickets may be purchased in 

advance by mail for $25 per person 
until April 17. Children ages 6 to 
12 are half price. Send checks 
payable to Garden Club of the 
Northern Neck with a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to Jane 
Kimball, P.O. Box 215, Reedville, 
VA 22539. For internet tickets, 
visit VAGardenweek.org.

Tickets may be purchased on 
tour day for $30, or $15 single-site 
admission, at any of the houses 
on the tour and at the information 
center. An adult must accompany 
children under age 17. Contact 
Kimball at 453-6517, or jksaga2@
gmail.com.

Tickets also may be purchased 
until April 22 at Wildest Dreams 
in Burgess, The Dandelion in 
Irvington, Material Girl near Bur-
gess, Essex Bank in Callao, and 
Bank of Lancaster in Kilmarnock 
and Heathsville.  

 Box lunches are $12 each and 
must be reserved by April 12. Make 
checks payable to Wicomico Parish 
Church and mail to Wicomico 
Parish Church, Attn. Joy Young, 
P.O. Box 70, Wicomico Church, 
VA 22579.

Reserved box lunches may be 
picked up at the church from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Limited eat-in seat-
ing is available. Contact parish sec-
retary Joy Young at 580-8042, or 
spinaker75@aol.com. 

For more information contact 
tour chairmen Faith Kauders at 
faithey@nnwifi .com, or Marguerite 
Slaughter at m@kaballero.com.

‘Great Wicomico River Vistas’ tour spans from 1832 to 2005

Magnolia

Sunset on the Wicomico

Cockrell House



MORTGAGES
*

30-YEAR FIXED-RATE

Pat Martin
   Home Mortgage Specialist

    Contact me today!

       (804) 445-2892

       pmartin@essexbank.com

YES
       We have money to lend,
and

we are lending!
*

in and 

*Offers of credit are subject to 
credit approval. Property insurance 
is required. Flood insurance may 
be required. Certain limitations 
apply. Please contact an Essex Bank 
representative for complete details.
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$500 off 
(purchase of $10 or more) 

Boxcroft Inc.
Nursery & Landscaping

867 Fleeton Road, Reedville, VA

RIP-RAP & ARMOR STONE  

INSTALLATION

Road Building 

Lot Clearing

GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA    

   FREE ESTIMATES

Bay Security Systems LLC
Burglar and Fire Alarms 

804-435-2275
24 Hr Monitoring  

Residential 
Light Commercial 
Licensed and Insured
25 Years Experience

DCJS #11-6738
Irvington Road, Kilmarnock 

by Carter Blackford Filer

Mick and Christine Wiggins’ 
last home was a sailboat in Sydney 
Harbor.  One day they took out a 
map and drew a 150-mile radius 
around Williamsburg, the place 
Christine’s retired parents were 
living at the time.  

They cut out anything that wasn’t 
coastal. Then they looked up old 
sailing buddies from White Stone 
and came to explore the Northern 
Neck as part of their fi rst house 
hunt. That’s how they ended up at 
Edgehill, a restored, pre-Civil War 
home open April 24 for Historic 
Garden Week in Northumberland 
County.

As one of fi ve properties on the 
“Great Wicomico River Vistas” 
tour, visitors to the home will 
quickly note that part of Edgehill’s 
great charm rests with the many 
stories it has to tell, co-mingling 
its own rich, historical provenance 
with tales of the Wiggins family’s 
personal odyssey.

Edgehill’s stately architecture 
is the fi rst clue to its 1832 origins. 
Back then it was the centerpiece of 
Edge Hill Farm Plantation, owned 
by W.H. Harding and encompass-
ing over 6,000 acres. The Federal 
style dwelling, built over an Eng-
lish basement, is clad with wooden 
siding. Three dormers peer from the 
shingled roof with interior chimneys 
on either end. Windows on all levels 
are six-over-six. On the land front, 
wooden steps lead to a covered two-
story fl at-roofed portico built over a 
brick foundation with arched open-
ings at the sides. On the river side, 
wooden columns support a second-
fl oor porch reached through a door 
on that level. Inside, the original 
fl oors and mantels above the English 
basement kitchen date to period.  

Around 1931, the house is 
believed by some to have been 
purchased by Jessie Ball duPont as 
a wedding gift for her sister, Elsie 
Ball (Wright) Bowley. What we 
know for sure is that it passed down 
through the Wright family, and in 
2001, changed hands again when 
Odis Cockrell bought it and had 
it moved 350 feet toward the river 
before restoring it.  As a result, its 
English basement dates from that 
move and is laid with original foun-
dation bricks. In 2008, the Wiggins 
discovered the house, sealed a deal 
to buy it, and soon moved in. 

Now Edgehill also boasts 

enchanting stories of the family’s 
unique round-the-world adventures 
as told throughout its interiors in 
their tastefully displayed collec-
tions of art, textiles, photos and fur-
niture—and what a history these 
momentoes have to tell!  

“I’m the dreamer,” Christine, a 
slender, blue-eyed brunette told me 
when I visited recently, “and he’s 
the nuts and bolts guy.” She ges-
tured toward husband Mick, busy 
at his computer next to a light-fi lled 
window overlooking the Great 
Wicomico River. Mick is a com-
puter software designer. He works 
in New York City two days a week 
and at Edgehill the rest of the time.  
Christine is a designer, singer/song-
writer, and full-time mom.

Mick and Christine fi rst met on a 
boat on the Great Barrier Reef when 
he was traveling around the world 
heading east and she was traveling 
around the world heading west. He’s 
a Brit and she’s a Yank. Agreeing 
to rendezvous later, they became a 
pair, spent a year traveling together 
and eventually settled in Chicago. 
That’s when Christine started think-
ing about sailing around the world. 
Mick shared the dream, but there 
was one problem: Neither of them 
knew how to sail. Lessons on Lake 
Michigan soon fi xed that. Then a 
job offer in New York intervened, 
and before they knew it both were 
working in the city. Christine’s job 
took her to exotic places like India 
and Indonesia, but it was apparent 
there would be no sailing around 
the world unless they did something 
dramatic.

So, in 1999 they decided to go 

with their dreams. They bought a 
Hans Christian 43' sailboat, quit their 
jobs, sold everything, and made for 
Bermuda and the Caribbean, leav-
ing word they’d be gone “maybe 
six months, maybe six years.” 2007 
found them in Australia living on the 
boat, with Mick working in Sydney 
and Christine caring for their two 
children, who were born along the 
way. Daughter Tahi is now 11, and 
son Bay is 9.

“When we learned my mother 
had been diagnosed with cancer, 
Mick and I knew it was time to come 
home, said Christine. “We wanted 
to build more cherished memories 
with my parents before it was too 
late. We looked for a unique house 
within easy driving distance of Wil-
liamsburg, and Edgehill was the per-
fect choice in the perfect location.” 

Now the couple is putting more 
of their personal stamp on the prop-
erty. A pool is in the offi ng for late 
spring. The garden, a new challenge 
for long-time sailboat dwellers, has 
already been planted on what was 
once an old family cemetery.

“It’s intended to be a private 
place for contemplation and refl ec-
tion,” Christine tells me as we stroll 
beyond the house to the brow of a 
high hill where the little garden now 
stands overlooking a bend in the 
sparkling river below. 

In that moment, with the big sky 
overhead and the sound of waves 
splashing in my ears, it’s easy to 
imagine visitors to Edgehill always 
having plenty to contemplate, enjoy, 
and refl ect upon, given the beloved 
old home’s storied past and its color-
ful, working present.

Storied past and colorful present 
enhance historic Edgehill

Edgehill
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On Friday, April 26, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., the Garden 

Club of the Middle Peninsula will 
offer a tour of five homes, all open 
for the first time during Historic 
Garden Week. In addition, three 
historic churches and one museum 
will be open for visitors. 

Traveling the winding roads of 
the lower King and Queen area 
through a richly forested land-
scape interspersed with rivers and 
streams, this house and garden tour 
draws visitors off the beaten path 
to a county that has a deep and rich 
legacy of harmony with its natural 
resources. Follow life through the 
centuries as it was and as it is, from 
the oldest site of settlement in the 
county to the new. The architecture 
and design of these homes are tes-
taments to the strong core of early 
Virginia families who settled here 
and the simplicity of a place where 
nature welcomes you.

To celebrate the Garden Club 
of Virginia’s 80th Anniversary of 
Historic Garden Week, eight period 
floral arrangements will be on spe-
cial display throughout the tour.

Trevillian Home, 360 Simpson 
Creek Rd., Mattaponi. Facing the 
York River and situated near the site 
of historic Dudley Ferry, this home 
commands a grand view of both 
the river and the town of West Point 
and beyond. Standing upon the site 
of the original Sutton cottage, the 
present house started as a quaint 
A-frame built in the 1990s. Unable 
to move it, the present owners, in 
2003, designed a 7,000-square-foot 
home incorporating it.

The house now boasts an entire 
bank of windows with a contem-
porary riverside façade that gives 
five of the seven bedrooms an 
impressive river view. In her years 
as an award-winning decorator in 
Williamsburg, the owner collected 
furniture that she loved and, with 

her eye for design, created a home 
filled with colorful fabrics, imagi-
native accessories, and comfortable 
sitting areas for family gatherings 
or entertaining.

The same care went into the 
design of the outdoor space which 
includes a gazebo and a pavilion 
with kitchen and bath for outdoor 
entertaining. Annuals, perennials, 
bird baths, and statuary dot the yard 
with color and whimsy. The home, 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Barton P. 
Trevillian, is open for the first time 
for Historic Garden Week.

Complimentary refreshments 
will be served there from 2-4 p.m.

Belle Vue, 1087 Bellevue Lane, 
Plain View. Beautifully situated  
overlooking the mouth of Hockley 
Creek and the north shore of the 
York River, Belle Vue has its foun-
dations on one of the earliest settle-
ments in King and Queen. This was 
the site of one of the large villages 
of the Chiskiak Indian tribe before 
they were conquered by the Powha-
tan Indians. 

English settlements began in the 
area in the 1600s and this property 
passed through a number of hands 
until John Major acquired it after 
his father’s death. It is thought that 
he built the house around the early 
1700s. 

The house sits on a ballast rock 
foundation and has twin end chim-
neys. A gambrel roof with five dor-
mers resembles the historic Moore 
house in Yorktown. The addition of 
two porches and a post-Civil War 
era kitchen were the only changes 
to the house until a major restora-
tion was completed in 1984. This 
restoration came none too soon, 
saving the house from collapse. The 
interior of the original four-over-
four house has wide central hall-
ways and retains original mantles, 
wainscoting, and floors. The home 
is open for the first time for garden 

week by Suzanne Woodward, 
Betsy Guy, and Charles Wagoner, 
descendants of Beverley Ander-
son, who purchased the property 
in 1835.  

, 3727 Buena 
Vista Rd., Cologne . An active 
Methodist congregation of the 
Gloucester Circuit in 1788, Shack-
elfords Chapel’s first building was 
a wooden structure located across 
Rt. 14 from the present church. 
Under the supervision of the build-

ing committee, Beverly Anderson, 
Richard Shackelford, Roderick 
Bland, and Curtis Roane, the sanc-
tuary, in use today, was completed 
in 1857 and built of brick made at 
a nearby kiln. The pump organ and 
other furniture of that era remain in 
the church. The educational build-
ing and connecting arcade were 
added in 1957. After a fire set by 
arsonists destroyed much of the 
educational building and the back 
entrance to the sanctuary in 1981, 
repairs were made. More recently, 

an addition extended the educa-
tional building. 

On November 14, 1797, Francis 
Asbury, a circuit rider who became 
Bishop, held a three-hour meeting at 
Shackelfords Church. He recorded 
in his journal: “We had a large and 
solemn congregation. Preached on 
1 Corinthians 2:12.” On the day of 
this year’s tour, experience a por-
trayal of Francis Asbury as he and 
the current historian of the church 
offer a commentary on the history 

‘A Countryside Tour Through the Centuries’ in K&Q

Belle Vue

Aspen Grove

(continued on page 30)
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Kathleen Noffsinger
Watercolors, Prints, Jewelry, Commissions, Classes

“The Conversation”
Original Watercolor   -   Giclee Reproductions Available

Hartfield Studio Open by Appointment

(804) 832-1387

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

17 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

www.noblett.com

Curry & Curry Pottery

18399 Mary Ball Rd.  Kilmarnock  804-435-2936

Joseph C. Jones Inc.

• Screened Topsoil
• Sand 
• Fill Dirt
• Rip-Rap
• Gravel
• Excavation

(804) 815-6343
Delivered to Your Site

To advertise in the Rappahannock Record call 435-1701 
or send an e-mail to mail@rrecord.com
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Wesley Hatchell, Sr.

804-758-0357
Cell: 804-347-9843

GENERATOR
Installation & Service

If the power goes out 
will you be ready?
No more worries of blackouts, brownouts or weather related 
outages. Just peace of mind that 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
your home and family are protected against electrical failure.

HURD’s, INC.

START RIGHT. START HERE.
Deltaville, Va. • 776-9241

Mathews Dixie Estates - Gorgeous 
3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath 2-Story has 
2-car attached garage, open fl oor 
plan with wrap around porch and 
screened-in porch. $258,000

Call us for all of your real estate needs – We’re here to help!

Marguerithe Haasnoot - 

Dianne B. McNamee - Associate Broker

Piankatank River - 3 bedroom, 
3.5 bath Ready To Move-In. 
Boat Lift and Pier. Just Reduced
$460,000

Hunley’s  Cove in Cobbs Creek 
- 3-Bedroom 3-Bath Cape on al-
most 2 acres has beautiful views 
of Queens Creek with Pier. 
Large open fl oor plan with de-
tached 2-car garage. $478,000

Mariners Woods LOTS Lot 4 
and Lot 5 on over 2 acres each 
lot. $81,500 each

Churchview Farmhouse - 
IMMACULATE 2-story on 5.665 
acres. 5 Bedrooms and 5 Full Baths 
was formally The Dragon Run 
Inn. $450,000 Priced to Sell!

River Run LOT on 4.697 
acres Community Water Ac-
cess Pier and Dock. $92,500

Deltaville LOTS Felton Drive 
3-Large lots $42,900 each

Great location Mobile home 
across from Saluda Race 
Track. .46 acres. $30,000

of the church as well as the Bishop’s 
role (ongoing throughout the day).

Homeview at Cologne, 527 
Stratton Major Rd., Plain View. Sit-
ting on 60 acres of verdant fields 
and forest, this charming low coun-
try-style home was designed and 
custom built of white stone by the 
owners in 2005. Approaching the 
home down the tree-lined drive, 
visitors arrive at a main entrance 
flanked by French doors. An old 
chimney from a former house, 
purposely left standing in the side 
yard, provides a backdrop for beau-
tiful perennial gardens. The gazebo 
screened porch and attached green-
house in the rear overlook border 
and informal cottage gardens. 

The main section of the house 
is characterized by a large open 
area. Columns, different paint and 
surface treatments, and other archi-
tectural elements help define four 
separate living areas-a formal living 
room, a formal dining room, a den, 
and a kitchen. Designed to delight 
both guests and grandchildren, bed-
rooms and baths embrace colorful, 
cheerful themes. The owners have 
decorated with an eclectic blend of 
furniture and styles ranging from 
family antiques and reproductions 
to cottage. Homeview at Cologne 
is open for the first time by owners 
Mr. and Mrs. David V. Lacy.

, 1393 Lewis B 
Puller Mem. Hwy, Saluda. Stand-
ing among towering trees on a slight 

rise, Aspen Grove is surrounded by 
104 acres of farm and timberland. 
This beautiful Greek Revival house 
with its two story porch hides its 
humble beginnings. Originally built 
around 1780 as a bungalow with a 
single room and side hall atop an 
English basement, it is thought to 
have had dormers at that time. In 
1831 the home was enlarged by 
Absalom Bland; the result was a 
two-story frame house with mas-
sive exterior chimneys. Additional 
construction work in 1859 by his 
son, Joseph F. Bland, evidenced by 
a brick with the words “J F Bland 
1859” may have extended the porch 
and/or raised the chimneys. After 
his death, the house was sold to the 
Massey family. Significant restora-
tion was completed in the 1970s 
and a great room/kitchen was added 
in 2009.

Many of the original features 
are evident throughout the house. 
Family antiques and period pieces 
grace the elegantly appointed 
rooms. Outbuildings include the 
original kitchen, smokehouse, and 
dairy barn with a silo. Open for 
the first time for Historic Garden 
Week, the owner is Katherine Car-
lton Beamer. 

Kempsville, 3314 Lewis B 
Puller Mem. Hwy., Saluda. This 
colonial manor home takes its 
name from the Kemp family. Also, 
for many years the home of the 
Broaddus family, it was built in 

Trevillian Home

Kempsville

(continued from page 28)

(continued on page 33)
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As I sliced open a fresh kiwi
bright green paint burst out

to light up my kitchen

We’ll match any vision

Your Benjamin Moore headquarters

Hardware & Marine Hardware, Pet Food 
& Supplies, Large Greenhouse, Echo 

Power Equipment, Garden Tillers, 
Valspar Paints & Sundries, 

Bird Food, Feeders 
and much more!

469 N. Main St., PO Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Farm & Home Supply, LLC

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

Affordable  •  Maintenance Free
Urbanna, Va. • (804) 758-2037

www.rivahrooms.com 
Call for a FREE Estimate! 

Serving Tidewater for over 25 years

BEAR’S DEN LOG HOMES, LLC
To advertise in the Southside Sentinel 

call 758-2328. 
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VA license 2701 020221, Class A

Quality
    ACCESS
for quality living.

EE SQUIRE
s e r v i c e s

Professional Cleaning Services

Carpet

Upholstery

Oriental Rugs 

Odor Elimination 

Urine Treatment

 Tile & Grout Cleaning

Water Damage 

Restoration

Commercial 
& Residential

P.O. Box 1413
Tappahannock, Va
www.esquireservices.net

Ph: 804.443.4751
800.321.4751

Fax: 804.443.2394

Quality You Insist On, Service You Can Depend On!

CRALLE INSURANCE AGENCY
GENERAL INSURANCE

Callao, VA 22435
HILDA DRIGGS

Agent

(804) 529-6226

Jean Darman
Reverse Specialist
NMLS# 943935

Direct Line (804) 221-3081
E-mail: jdarman@aol.com
Mortgage Shop LLC NMLS 

#139414
Please call for a free, NO OBLIGATION in-home appointment!

62+ and OWN YOUR HOME!
Providing Reverse Mortgages Locally Since 1992

Licensed by the Virginia State Corp. Comm.
Visit Our Website: www.ReverseMortgage.Pro

We Make House Calls Throughout Virginia
All FHA, HUD, HECM Fixed & Credit Line Plans

Waterfront Home on Urbanna Creek! Ex-
ceptional opportunity to own this 3BR/2BA 
single family home for only $235,000. Th e 
wooded lot has high elevation & is waiting 
for you to install your own pier.

www.WaterfrontAndEstate.com

Frank Hardy, Inc. Realtors
Frank Johnson () -
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A full day awaits with endless possibilities!   A Saturday morning with so many choices.  You may want 
to wake up early, go for a run & head to the local coffee shop or you may want to sleep in and enjoy a 
cup of coffee overlooking the waterfront from your private porch.  You may want to catch a local county 
farmers’ market or get in a kayak cruise.  Maybe visit a local museum and find out the rich history of our 
area or get geared up for lunch on the boat!  Maybe you will want to sample some oysters or maybe you 
will want to get ready for an evening out with a fabulous seafood dinner and cocktails!  Don’t let your 
maybes be just a dream, come see what all the fun is about at the Rivah!

IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate has been privileged in helping thousands make their maybes 
a reality.  Whether it is a weekend get-a-way or retirement adventure, we can help find your 
perfect property.  “We Know the Area...It’s our Backyard!”

Nelson Horsley 
804.435.0773         

Neena Rodgers 
804.436.2326         

Deborah Rowzee
804.724.1312

A day in the Rivah Life . . . .

David E. Dew
804.436.3106

The Residences at Oyster Harbor
A Condominium

Blue Water Residence

Wide Views * Indian Creek/Bay
Fabulous Floor Plan

4’MLW @ Dock * White Stone
Community Pool/Tennis  $850k

1st Fl. Living w/Basement
Stainless Steel & Granite
White Stone / Irvington
Lake View  $435,000

1, 2 or 3 Bedroom units, 
High Quality *Screen Porches
10’MLW Slip conveys * Pool

In town of Urbanna

Dock w/6’MLW & Multiple Lifts
Fireplace * Sunroom * Patio

One Floor Living   
Close to Bay & Town  $429,500

Whitings Creek to Rappahannock 
Custom Quality  *  Beach
Dock w/Lift  *  3-4’MLW

Updated Kitchen  *  $645,000

 Dock w/4’MLW & Lift
Fireplace * Sunroom

Wonderful Views * 3 Bdrms
White Stone  $399,000

1504’ Waterfront * Rip Rap
Awesome Sunsets * 2-3’MLW

Small Beach * 9.86 Acres
White Stone * $595,000

Dock w/Boathouse * 3-4’MLW
Beach * 180˚ Views * 3 Bdrms

Sunroom * Gas Fireplace
Room to Expand * $599,000

Little Bay HomesiteGolden Eagle HomeAntipoison Creek Ranch

Boat House Residence River View on Creek 

Egret Point Drive 

the mid-18th century or earlier. 
Located near the Dragon Swamp, it 
was sometimes mistakenly referred 
to as Dragon Ordinary, a building 
that actually stood a mile from the 
home.

Kempsville is nestled among 200 
acres of pastureland surrounded by 
white fences. A fi ne example of 
colonial vernacular architecture, 

the house has sophisticated exte-
rior detailing, Flemish bond brick 
walls, and chimneys with T-shaped 
stacks.

Inside there is a Georgian stair 
and paneled chimney wall. Amaz-
ingly, a fragment of 18th-century 
wallpaper still survives inside the 
rotunda of a built-in glass cabinet 
in the library. All of the woodwork, 
original to the home, is indicative 

of the craftsmanship of its build-
ers. An updated, mid-1800s kitchen 
wing and a 1950 “A” room addition, 
named for the ceiling pitch which 
left the original roof exposed, add 
comfort and charm. The elegant 
rooms are decorated with antiques 
from England, France, and Scot-
land, and include a tall corner cup-
board from Portsmouth, Va. 

The owners landscape and main-

tain the beautiful grounds with 
trees, perennials, bulbs and old 
boxwoods. A Virginia and National 
Historic Landmark, the home is 
open for the fi rst time by Cecil and 
Cyndy Moore.

Tickets
Tickets for the entire tour are 

$30, and $15 for a single home. 
Children 12 and older pay full 
price, ages 6-11 half price, ages 5 

and under are admitted free. Tickets 
may be purchased on the tour day 
at any of the fi ve homes. Children 
under 17 must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Advance tickets are $25 per 
person by mail until April 17. Mail 
check payable to Garden Club of the 
Middle Peninsula to: Jody Anglin, 
P.O. Box 452, Urbanna, VA 23175. 
Please include a self-addressed, 
stamped legal-sized envelope. For 
more information, call (804) 758-
1620. 

Tickets are available until April 
23 in West Point at Divin’ Off the 
Dock; in Urbanna at R.S. Bristow 
Store and Cyndy’s Bynn; in Locust 
Hill at River Burch Gifts; and in 
Tappahannock at Lowery's and 
Riverside Accents and Gifts.

Tickets may be purchased online 
at vagardenweek.org. 

Box lunches are available for 
$12 at Shackelfords Chapel United 
Methodist Church from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. They must be preordered by 
April 19. Send check made out to 
the church and specify your choice 
of either chicken or tuna salad. 
Mail to Sybil Bradsher, 873 Lewis 
B Puller Mem. Hwy, Saluda, VA 
23149. For information, call (804) 
785-6900.

The 350th anniversary of 
Robert “King” Carter’s birth 
will see many special events for 
visitors to the church he built in 
1735 in Weems. 

The 2013 visitor season at 
Christ Church opens April 1 
with a new look to visitor tours 
and all new items in the Gift 
Shop, reported publicity chair-
man Marilyn Hedges.

To celebrate the 80th anniver-
sary of Virginia’s Garden Week, 
floral designer David Pippin will 
return to the campus April 2 to 
demonstrate “Spring Arrange-
ments from Your Garden.” The 
campus is at 420 Christ Church 
Road in Weems.

Pippin’s visit in 2012 filled 
the church’s Bayne Conference 
Center and this presentation is 
again expected to draw a large 
crowd, said Hedges. Reserva-
tions are required and a $10 
donation per person is requested. 
For reservations, call 438-6855. 

Floral designer to 
present Garden
Week program at 
Christ Church

(continued from page 30)
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BRING MORE COMFORT
TO YOUR WORLD AND

GET UP TO $1,350
CASH BACK*.

YOUR LOCAL CARRIER EXPERT

$25off
Contract Price Per System

For New Customers Who Sign
A Service Agreement

$25off
A Service Call For
New Customers

Folding Adirondack Chairs
as low as $199

Amish-Made Recycled Poly Resin

804-785-6291



  •  windows on the Bay • 35

Established 1931

DUNTON, SIMMONS & DUNTON, LLP

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

The area’s oldest and largest law firm.
Included in the Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers™

AMMON G. DUNTON, JR.
CRAIG H. SMITH

WILLIAM R. CURDTS

J. RAWLEIGH SIMMONS

MORGAN W. ALLEY

JOHN C. HODGES

ELIZABETH B. HURD

THOMAS M . HENDELL

MICHAEL L . DONNER

Post Office Box 5                                (804) 435-4000
678 Rappahannock Drive                    (800) 435-1611
White Stone, Virginia 22578        Fax: (804) 435-1614

www.dsdlaw.com           email: dsdlaw@dsdlaw.com

5366 JESSIE DUPONT MEMORIAL HWY
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA 22579

(804) 580-7107

MEACHIM CREEK – A great 
waterfront property – Home nice-
ly situated on a private point of 
land offering wide water-view from 
living room and screened front 
porch. Deep water protected har-
bor. Vinyl bulkhead, nice L-head pier and boathouse. $399,000

Watch the blue 
boxes for The 
Rivah Visitor's 

Guide! 
On stands 
April 25th.
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The Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners (NNMG) is 
more than a group of folks 

who know fl owers. And qualifying 
to join is not as easy as knowing 
what to plant and where, accord-
ing to president Janice Mahoney. 

Founded in 1989, NNMG is 
a non-profi t organization that 
annually contributes thousands 
of volunteer hours in the counties 
of Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond and Westmoreland. 
NNMG, which has 73 members 
and eight trainees, also includes 
members from Essex County. 

NNMG is an educational pro-
gram of Virginia Cooperative 
Extension (VCE) in conjunction 
with Virginia land-grant univer-
sities Virginia Tech and Virginia 
State University. With over 4,000 
active Master Gardener volun-
teers across the Commonwealth, 
the organization is growing in 
popularity each year statewide 
and locally.

Judy Ripley joined the NNMG 
in 2001. At the time “nobody 
really knew here what a Master 
Gardener was, she said, and now 
we have one of the largest and 
most active [groups] in the state.”

Becoming a Master Gardener, 
however, is a little like going back 

to school to study horticulture, 
according to Mahoney. Prospec-
tive Master Gardeners must com-
plete a 22-session course. The 
course runs two days per week 
for three to three-and-a-half hours 
per session and is offered only 
once every two years. There’s one 
under way right now. The next one 
is not offered until 2015.

“[The course material] is spe-
cifi c to our area, including pest 
management, soils and fertilizers, 
landscaping, trees, lawns, enti-
mology,” said Mahoney.

After taking the course, the 
“trainee” must complete 50 vol-
unteer hours on an approved proj-
ect within the fi rst year. After that, 
Master Gardeners complete 20 
hours of volunteer work per year 
and must attend monthly meet-
ings. In 2012, the NNMG volun-
teers contributed 10,732 service 

hours, valued at $233,850, to the 
community.

Many of the Master Gardener 
projects are educational programs 
for school-age children, while 
others teach residents how to pro-
tect and preserve waterfront prop-
erties. 

Fun with math 
and science  

Master Gardeners visit 
Northumberland Elementary and 
Lancaster Primary (LPS) schools 
during the academic session to 
teach second and third graders 
about plants, wildlife and the 
environment.

Sponsor teacher Joan Gravatt 
partnered with Master Garden-
ers about 10 years ago to start 
an after-school program at LPS 
for third graders titled "Stu-
dents Using Math and Science" 

(SUMS). SUMS evolved into a 
weekly program. More than 300 
students have participated over 
the last decade, according to 
Mahoney. 

Lessons include food and nutri-
tion, the life cycle of plants, soils, 
insects, birds, weeding, com-
posting, bees and farming in the 
Northern Neck. Math concepts 
are used in planning, planting and 
harvesting of the fruits, vegetables 
and fl owers in the students' show-
case ABC (A Backyard Class-
room) Garden.

When the garden was fi rst put 
in, children planted plants repre-
senting every letter of the alpha-
bet, hence the name ABC Garden, 
according to Mahoney.

“Originally the SUMS garden 
was no more than a large bird-
feeder,” said Judy Ripley. “It has 
evolved into a large garden that is 

used by the entire school.”
According to Ripley, teach-

ers used the garden for various 
lessons and leave a note for the 
Master Gardeners in a mailbox in 
the garden.

“We take them into the garden, 
weather permitting, each week 
and we also design activities for 
both indoor and outdoor lessons,” 
said Mahoney. “We offer activities 
that will enhance their math skills 
and a lot of hands-on activities.”

The garden now encompasses 
more than half an acre and 
includes a raised bed for use by 
handicapped children.

“We also put in a rain garden 
that catches all the water that runs 
off the roof,” said Mahoney. 

In second grade classrooms 
at LPS, Master Gardeners of the 
"Ready, Set, Grow" program, 
teaches the life cycle of a plant by 
using posters and live plant mate-
rials. Children can examine seeds, 
buds, blossoms and fruits.  Each 
student also plants two milk car-
tons with sunfl ower, marigold or 
zinnia seeds.  Students take one 
carton home while the other is left 
in the classroom.  Master Garden-
ers return in May to help children 
plant the seedlings in the ABC 
Garden. 

teaching the community to grow

Master Gardeners

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Founded in 1989, the Master Gardener association is a non-profi t 
organization that annually contributes thousands of volunteer hours 
in the four counties of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland. NNMG, which has 73 members and eight trainees, also 
includes members from Essex County. 
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Northern Neck Master Gardeners will hold their "2013 Garden-
ing in the Northern Neck" seminar March 23 at the White Stone 

Church of the Nazarene at 57 Whisk Drive near White Stone.
The theme, “Getting it Right: Gardening for Success,” is a return to 

gardening fundamentals, according to spokesman Susan Lindsey. The 
focus is on “issues of continued interest to our faithful attendees—core 
horticultural practices, strategies and insights that can make them 
more successful gardeners.”

The seminar will feature three speakers, whose names will be famil-
iar to many gardening enthusiasts, said Lindsey.   

Mark Viette operates a garden center and nursery in Fishersville. 
He is the author of several books, hosts a weekly radio talk show, and 
is a frequent lecturer at gardening forums across the country.  He will 
address crucial elements for a successful garden, from design to soil 
preparation, planting and maintenance.  

Michael McConkey owns the Edible Landscaping nursery in Afton.  
He has been in the forefront of the movement to integrate ornamental 
and edible elements in the landscape. He also is a musician, known to 
break into song to punctuate his lectures on gardening topics. 

Joe Murray, an arborist and educator, will speak about common 
tree care mistakes in his lecture, “How We Hurt the Trees We Love: A 
Caregiver’s Dilemma.”

The exhibit area will include an array of vendors and exhibitors, 
providing opportunities to discuss specific issues with a range of horti-
cultural experts and environmental organizations.

The event will be held from 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m., said Lindsey. Doors 
will open at 8:15 a.m.  Master Gardeners will provide beverages, 
morning snacks and desserts at lunch time. A selection of box lunches 
can be ordered in advance at $12. Registration is $30. 

To register, visit nnmg.org, or call the Northumberland County 
Cooperative Extension office at 580-5694. Send completed registration 
forms and checks to P.O. Box 400, Heathsville, VA 22473.

Teaching gardens
NNMG currently maintains 

four different teaching gardens 
throughout the Northern Neck 
designed to illustrate ideas, plant 
varieties and gardening tech-
niques.  

Diane Keane, John Lunsford 
and Ginny Estelle developed an 
idea for a teaching garden dedi-
cated to growing vegetables at the 
Northern Neck Farm Museum at 
Horsehead in Northumberland 
County. The mission was to help 
children and adults alike to under-
stand the basics of vegetable 
gardening and encourage envi-
ronmentally-friendly vegetable 
gardening concepts. The garden 
is also used to provide fresh veg-
etables and fruits to those in need 
through local food pantries.

“The farm museum wanted 
a community-type vegetable 
garden,” said Keane, vice presi-
dent of the NNMG. “It was sup-
posed to be an example of a typical 
home garden. But I don’t know if 
it’s still a typical home garden 
since it’s grown so much.”

According to Keane, the 
garden was originally 20’X50’ 
but is now well over a quarter of 
an acre. 

Planning for the growing 
season begins in early Janu-
ary and about 1,000  seedlings 
are started in January at Master 
Gardeners’ homes and are ready 
for planting beginning in March, 
according to Mahoney. Master 
Gardeners work in the garden 
one or two days a week from 
March through November. 

The typical early crops of 
broccoli, lettuce, spinach and 
onions will be planted soon, she 
said. During the summer, garden-
ers grow tomatoes, a variety of 
peppers, eggplants, melons and 
squash. 

During the summer months, 
Northumberland Family YMCA 
summer campers come to the 
garden one day a week to learn 
about gardening. Some 10 to 15 
students come weekly for two 
hours of lessons and experience, 
said Keane. 

“In the summer, they do a lot 
of weeding. That’s their favorite 
thing. No really they hate it,” she 
joked. But they do like compost-
ing, she added. 

When the vegetables are har-
vested, they are donated to the 
area food banks. The primary 
recipient is the food bank in Bur-
gess at Fairfields Baptist Church. 
Since the garden was started in 
2009, nearly 6,000 pounds of 
produce have been grown. In the 
summer of 2011, some 2,000 

pounds of food were donated 
and in 2012, 1,600 pounds were 
donated, said Mahoney.

The garden is open to the 
public any time gardeners are 
working and on weekends when 

The Reedville Living Shoreline Garden is located at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 

Northern Neck Master Gardeners assist Lancaster Primary School 
students in planting and weeding at the ABC Garden. 

The ABC (A Backyard Classroom) 
Garden is located at Lancaster 
Primary School. 

the museum is open. 
“We often have people just 

stop by to look around when 
we’re there. They’re curious,” 
said Mahoney. “They are always 
very impressed.”

Also in lower Northumberland 
County, the Reedville Living 
Shoreline Teaching Garden 
showcases plants and techniques 
useful for maintaining a healthy 
and beautiful shoreline.

Situated on Cockrell’s Creek, 
the shoreline garden is part of the 
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum. 
It offers a sound approach to 
shoreline stabilization using 
native plants. 

“Essentially the garden is 
a demonstration of the native 
plants to use instead of bulk-
head,” said Keane. “The idea is 
no matter how high the tide gets, 
the roots stay put.”

The garden was created to 
address problems with erosion, 
invasive plants and storm water 
run-off.

The garden is always open to 
the public, said Keane. And a 
brochure listing design ideas and 
specific plants for various appli-

Gardening seminar 
slated March 23

Continued on the next page
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Luxury Restroom Trailer
Planning your wedding or other special event?

This trailer brings the comforts of home
to your outdoor event.

Church View Septic Service Inc.
Full Service Septic Business

804-758-5836 or 804-435-1066
www.churchviewseptic.com

Licensed Alternative Onsite Sewage 
System Operator 

& Installer
Locally Owned and Operated by Charles “Tom” 

Langford
Serving Middle Peninsula, Northern Neck and 

surrounding areas

Residential & Commercial Installation & Repairs • Septic Inspections • Soil Studies & Design Guidance
Septic Tank Pumpouts • AOSS Operator Agreements • High Pressure Jet Washing

TV Sewer Camera •Rental Toilets • Land Clearing • Site Work • Rip Rap

Free Estimates 
5” & 6” Seamless Gutters, 1/2 Round & K-Style, 
Gutter Covers, Clean Out Service, Licensed & 

Insured, Locally owned & operated
massarobrosseamlessgutters.com

zani@masonrealty. com

Cedar Pointe
3 BR, 2 BA home offers gas 
FP, 2 car garage, 2 porches. 
1.35 acres. Water Access. 

Great community near Urbanna. $249,000

Northumberland Family YMCA campers weigh produce harvested 
from the farm museum garden before it’s distributed to food 
pantries. 

Ginny Estelle teaches a lesson to Northumberland Family YMCA 
campers at the vegetable garden at the Northern Neck Farm 
Museum. 

cations is located at the museum’s 
reception desk or on the NNMG 
website.

Also in Northumberland 
County, NNMG maintains the 
Northumberland Extension Office 
entry garden, which illustrates 
design ideas and plants for home 
gardens.  

In Westmoreland County, The 
George Washington Birthplace 
Kitchen Garden focuses on veg-
etables and herbs grown during 
colonial times and provides ideas 
for herb gardens today.

Protecting the bay 
In 2012, NNMG launched a new 

community service initiative, the 
Integrated Shoreline Evaluation 
Assistance (I-SEA). The program 
helps property owners to reduce 
storm water run-off and shoreline 
erosion by deciding which option 
is best for their particular shore-
line. 

Master Gardener I-SEA volun-
teers use water-stewardship tools 
that they learned through a Master 
Gardener College at Virginia Tech 
and through training with the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science 

(VIMS).
“It’s the kind of training that is 

intended for people to take and 
then use that training in their area 
to start a program such as this,” 
said I-SEA committee chairperson 
Jackie Ferriter. “Of course all of 
this has arisen out of the push to do 
living shorelines.”

The techniques were tested on 
Master Gardener properties in the 
Northern Neck for about a year 
before the program was offered to 
the public. 

“People always have pretty flow-
ers and take care to garden around 
their houses,” said Ripley, who is a 
landscape designer. “But the prob-
lem is the shoreline is often left 
unattended and can be polluting 
the bay.”

For a $50 fee, property owners 
receive a site visit from a NNMG 
and recommendations of options 
that can include soil testing, nutri-
ent management planning, restor-
ing shoreline vegetation, and 
various other erosion-reducing 
techniques.  Operated out of the 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
office in Lancaster County, the 
program serves property owners in 
Lancaster, Northumberland, Rich-
mond, and Westmoreland counties.  

According to Ferriter, I-SEA 
did some 33 site inspections last 
year in Lancaster, Northumberland 
and Westmoreland counties. “And 
we’re currently developing some 

type of follow-up program,” she 
said.

There are about 15 NNMG 
volunteers working on the I-SEA 
committee.

Master Gardener I-SEA volun-
teers also conduct seminars and 
speak to community groups about 
options for erosion control. An 

I-SEA workshop is  planned April 
20 at 10 a.m. at River Lanes and 
Grill in Kilmarnock. There is no 
charge for the workshop and it’s 
open to the public.

Another workshop is planned 
for August 3 in Richmond County. 
The location and time for that 
workshop has not been set.

Continued from the previous page
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When you get a home mortgage loan from Chesapeake 

Bank, your best interests are our only interest. We make 

 

your home. And it should be 

sheltering you and your family 

Responsible Lender + Sensible Mortgage = 

A Home Loan That You Can Live With

800-434-1181  



URBANNA - North Point - Beautiful 3 
BR, 2 BA Rancher, 2 car garage, Oak 
floors, Granite counters, large deck.  
Rappahannock River views!  $360,000 
Craig Hall 815-8494 
craig@masonrealty.com

SHACKELFORDS - “Aspen Grove” 
Wonderfully renovated 2 Story /English 
basement.  New kitchen /greatroom, 
3 BR, 2 full and 2 one-half baths, tall 
ceilings, Heart Pine floors. Dairy barn, 
34x60 garage/shop, air/heat pump. 
104 acres of farm fields & timber land. 
$659,000 R.D. Johnson 815-8320 
rd@masonrealty.com

URBANNA CREEK - Like new 2 BR, 
2 BA condo /bonus area. New kitchen /
Granite, appliances, baths, carpet & tile 
flooring, large deck. Storage & boat slip 
included. Community pool, boat ramp 
& sand beach. View to Rappahannock 
River bridge! $419,000 Eric Johnson 
815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com

PERRIN RIVER off York River - Deep 
water - 7’ MLW.  Perfect weekend spot 
3 BR, 1 1/2 BA . Guest quarters above 
detached garage. Over 600’ of water-
front!  $389,000 Irvin Shackelford 815-
8400 irvin@masonrealty.com

HUNTON CREEK - Brick Colonial with 
3 BR, 3 1/2 BA, 2 bonus rooms.  Mas-
ter suite up and down.  2 car attached 
garage.  New roof.  1 acres.  Pier to 
3’ MLW.  Estate Sale. $395,000 R.D. 
Johnson 815-8320 rd@masonrealty.
com

PIANKATANK RIVER - Wide panoram-
ic views of river!  Deep water.  House & 
property being sold “As Is”. 2 BR home 
- Could be nice cottage or use until you 
build new.  $349,000 Eric Johnson 815-
8374 eric@masonrealty.com

BILLUPS CREEK - 3 BR, 2 BA 2,300 
sqft home with direct access to the Bay! 
Nice views, good water depth, pier.  2 
car garage.  Whole house generator. 
$280,000 Irvin Shackelford 815-8400 
irvin@masonrealty.com

KILMER’S POINT - 3 BR, 3 BA Colo-
nial offers living room /FP, large kitchen 
area, large foyer, whole house genera-
tor, garage, screen porch, deck.  Great 
water views!  Community pool, tennis 
& boat slip nearby. Area of fine homes. 
$325,000 R.D. Johnson 815-8320 
rd@masonrealty.com

MATTAPONI RIVER - Beautiful 3 BR, 
3 BA Transitional home on +7 ac. Great 
views, deep water, covered boatlift, jet ski 
platform. Granite counters, hardwood & 
tile floors, vaulted ceilings, 2 FP, sunroom 
off MBR, 3 lrg decks, screen porch, game 
room loft.  Motivated seller! $549,000 Eric 
Johnson 815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA HARBOUR - Pristine 3 BR, 
2 BA with gourmet kitchen, high ceilings 
& crown moldings, Oak floors & more!  
Walk to deep water boat slip! $349,000 
Craig Hall 815-8494 
craig@masonrealty.com

URBANNA CREEK - 3 BR, 3 1/2 BA 
2 Story /walkout basement.  Nice pier, 
boathouse and lift.  Very nice water 
views and water depth.  Convenient 
to town.  $335,000 R.D. Johnson 815-
8320 rd@masonrealty.com

URBANNA CREEK - 3.3 ac with over 
450’ on creek. View to Rappahannock 
River. Rambling 3 or 4 BR home, 3 BA, 
FP, screened porch, several decks.  
Pier with 4’ MLW.  $445,000 Eric John-
son 815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com
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