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Offering nine 
professional, 
talented and 
highly trained
hair designers
excited about 
making your 
day SPECTACULAR!

Call for consultations.

Georgie L. Fary 
Kelly C. Oliver 

(804) 435-7507
80 North Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA

Heads Up Hairworks
Inc.Making brides happy since 1995

Rules of 
    Engagement

Where the heirlooms of tomorrow are handcrafted today.
Ross’s Rings and Things, LTD.

200 Irvington Road  
Kilmarnock, Virginia   
804-435-3529BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

Over the Top Catering & 
Event Planning by Trinity

Our Event Coordinator has the 
ability to translate your dreams into 

reality. Our experience, creativity 
and knowledge of current trends 
will help guide you through the 
consultation process as we assist 

you in bringing life to your vision.
Call to set up a consultation. 

Weddings  ❖ Private Parties 
Corporate Events 

We can assist you in all of your 
event needs, large and small.
Always striving to exceed the 

expectations of all our clients.

We have a large selection of 
event rentals: tables, linens, 

s’mores station, candy bar station, 
serving dishes, fountains and more.

Over the Top Catering &
 Event Planning by Trinity

overthetop@chef.net
www.overthetopcatering.vpweb.com

(804) 577-3364
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Planning a 
budget-friendly wedding

So the excitement of your recent 
engagement has fi nally settled and 
you are now beginning to plan the 
wedding of your dreams. You’re talk-

ing to vendors and quickly realize the lavish 
wedding featured on your Pinterest boards is 
going to cost more than your bachelor’s degree. 
The panic has started to set in.

Fear not, fair bride-to-be! Area wedding indus-
try vendors are here to help you pinch those pen-
nies and plan an elegant affair without breaking 
the bank.

  Attire
Typically, the fi rst thing newly-engaged brides 
think about is their wedding dress. They’ve pic-
tured what it will look like since they were fi ve 
years old. The truth of the matter is that the Cin-
derella dress with the eight layers of tulle doesn’t 
come cheap. However, that doesn’t mean you 
have to resort to the thrift shop for a gown.

Angela Payne, owner of Bridal Boutique of 
Gloucester, suggests purchasing a sample gown 
to save a few dollars. Sample gowns are those 
last season gowns that boutiques are trying to 

get rid of to make room for newer styles. These 
dresses are sold off the rack rather than custom-
ordered and often reduced to half price.

In addition to sample sales, Payne says bridal 
gowns often go on sale in December and January 
to make room for the latest fashions. She also 
recommends that brides be conscientious of the 
fabrics.

“Lighter weight materials are going to be 
cheaper than heavy lace,” says Payne. “On that 
note, shorter dresses cost less because less fabric 
is used.”

Brides desiring a more customized look may 
consider purchasing a simple, clean gown that 
can later be embellished with beads, embroidery 
or appliques. This is also a useful approach for 
those wearing their mothers’ gowns.

“A good seamstress can change a neckline, add 
sleeves or embellishments, and create a whole 
new dress,” says Payne.

With work of seamstresses in mind, Payne 
reminds brides to wear the same undergarments 
and shoes that they will be wearing the day of 
their wedding to all fi ttings in order to avoid 
unnecessary alterations. 

If your heart is still set on that designer gown, 
there are some salons that offer payment plans. 
Bridal Boutique of Gloucester, for example, 
offers a 90-day layaway option.

Additionally, if you are concerned with the cost 

to your bridesmaids, party and cocktail dresses 
are typically cheaper than formal bridesmaids’ 
gowns.

Flowers
Flowers often make up the bulk of the décor and 
accessories of a wedding but can cost anywhere 
from $200 to $3,000. Luckily, there are a number 
of methods to stay on the lower end of that price 
range.

“Book your fl owers early to get a cheaper 
price,” says Renee Hundley of Middlesex Flo-
rist. “Often, distributors will offer a discounted 
price to ensure an early sale.”

If time is not on your side, Hundley suggests 
using seasonal and local fl owers. These fl owers 
run cheaper and don’t have to be shipped in from 
exotic locations.

She recommends choosing arrangements that 
can be used at both the ceremony and reception. 
Incorporating items such as candles or wax fl ow-
ers can also help keep the cost down.

Hundley notes a little goes a long way when 
it comes to arrangements and bouquets. Green-
ery and baby’s breath can be added to single 

by Shannon Rice
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blooms to give a fuller, larger appearance.
“Although hydrangeas are not necessarily the 

cheapest flowers, one bloom takes up a lot of 
space, meaning you don’t need to purchase that 
many,” says Hundley.

For the bridal party, Hundley suggests that 
bridesmaids carry a single-stem flower rather 
than a bouquet. She notes that carnations are the 
most wallet-friendly option for the guys’ bouton-
nieres.

Rather than skimping on the bridal bouquet 
of your dreams, Hundley asks that you consider 
how your flowers will be bound. Hand-tied flow-
ers will always be cheaper than those placed in 
holders. 

“The bride should always get the bouquet she 
wants. The bride and groom need to remain the 
focal point,” says Hundley.

 Food 
Weddings really start getting expensive when it 
comes to the food. The more people you invite, 
the more mouths you have to feed so it is impor-
tant to consider the length of your guest list. The 
time of day you host your wedding also plays 

a critical role in determining your food costs 
as well. If your wedding will run into lunch or 
dinner time, your guests will expect to be fed.

However, if you choose less popular times such 
as morning or late evening, you may be able to 
avoid a full meal altogether. Morning weddings 
lend themselves perfectly to a light brunch where 
simple scones and coffee can be served. Late eve-
ning weddings are better suited for cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres. Themed stations are also popular 
at these late night affairs.

“People really enjoy indoor s'mores stations,” 
says Jackie Lawson of Water View’s Over the 
Top Catering and Event Planning by Trinity. “We 
also do candy stations in your wedding colors. 
Guests can make goody bags that double as wed-
ding favors.

If you prefer to serve a meal, however, buffet-
style dinners typically cost less than sit-down 
meals. But Lawson cautions about portion-con-
trol in buffet lines.

“If your buffet is self-serve, some guests 
may indulge in more than their fair share,” says 
Lawson.

To discourage such gluttony, Lawson rec-
ommends pre-portioned items that guests can 
simply pick up and enjoy.

"Our mashed potato martinis and shrimp 
shooters are a big hit,” says Lawson. “They also 
give simple food an upscale look.”

 Cake
One of the highlights of any wedding of course, 
is the cutting of the cake. The cake not only 
serves as dessert after a meal, it is part of your 
décor and marks one of the most exciting photo 
opportunities.

Stephanie Elkins of Cakes by Stephanie in Farn-
ham notes there are two cake prices: “There’s the 
price that will feed the number of people coming 
to your wedding, and there’s the price that will 
give you the cake that you want to see in your 
wedding album for the rest of your life.”

Elkins says the key to saving money on your wed-
ding cake is knowing what will drive up your price.

“The more plastic you have on your cake, the 
more it will cost. Each divider, fountain, stair-
case and topper you put on it is going to cost 
you,” says Elkins.

Additionally, different decorating techniques 
have different prices. A basket-weave design 
takes the decorator more time to execute than a 
smooth-iced cake, and time is money.

Many brides ask for fresh flowers on their cakes. 
Elkins recommends coordinating with your florist 
if this is what you desire. This way, you can save 

Rather than skimping on the 
flowers you want, consider 
hand-tied flowers instead of 
blooms placed in expensive 
bouquet holders.

Brides can save money on their 
dresses by purchasing a sample 
gown. These are last year’s 
styles that have been marked 
down to make space for the 
latest fashions.

Pre-portioned food items 
such as these mousse 
shooters give your food 
an upscale look while 
discouraging guests from 
eating more than their share 
at buffet-style meals.

Plastic items such as dividers 
and fountains can drive up 
the cost of your wedding 
cake. It is important to 
decide whether you want 
your cake to simply feed 
your guests or serve as a 
décor piece that you will 
remember forever.

Rather than paying for proofs, brides 
can order photos online at their 
leisure, or guests can order them 
as gifts.

continued on page 6
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   Distinctive 
    Printing
              Services

Rappahannock Record
27 N. Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1701 ex. 26
wayne@rrecord.com

on your cake and ensure that flowers on your cake 
perfectly match the rest of your décor.

One place that Elkins does not advise nickel 
and diming is in the area of delivery. 

“The delivery fee is worth paying. Unless you 
are capable of repairing the cake yourself, don’t 
pick it up yourself,” says Elkins.

Photography
After you have put in so much time, effort, and details 
into planning your wedding, you’ll want to make sure 
all your hard work is documented. This is the time to 
look for a photographer. 

While there are plenty of people out there with 
high-dollar Nikon and Canon cameras who can easily 
take pictures for you, Steve Kancianic of Yours Truly 
Photography in Kilmarnock cautions, “You get what 
you pay for.”

When choosing a photographer Kancianic suggests that 
brides and grooms think about the investment they are 
making. While it is easy to go with someone who takes 

nice-looking pictures at a cheaper price, it is also impor-
tant to consider the life of the photos after the event.

“I’ve seen pictures fade because they weren’t 
developed properly or printed on the right paper,” 
says Kancianic.

The licensed photographer also advises brides to 
look at how photographers set their prices. Do they 
charge by the hour? Is there a mileage fee?

He also cautions against photographers who simply 
leave brides with a CD of pictures after the event 
to print out at their leisure. He says it is important 
to know whether these pictures will be retouched. 
Again, it is important to consider how these photos 
will be printed. If you choose to print them yourself, 
will your wedding photos stand the test of time?

Foregoing the CD does not mean you have to resort 
back to the days of paying for hundreds of proofs 
before selecting your prints. Yours Truly provides an 
online album from which anyone attending your wed-
ding can purchase prints.

“This way we can ensure a quality print. Addition-
ally, this provides the opportunity for wedding guests 
to purchase prints for themselves or as gifts to the 
bride and groom,” says Kancianic.

Brides can save money on printing by choosing 
smaller size photos and by printing on paper rather 
than canvas.

Final Tips 
First and foremost, try to plan ahead. Rather than try 
to pull off an elegant wedding in six months, consider 
taking a year or two to do your planning. This way 
you can pay for a little bit at a time rather than drop-
ping big bills in one pop.

Secondly, it’s always best to consult the pros. They 
have years of experience in the wedding industry and 
can provide you with some advice on how to cut costs. 
Most local vendors have worked with each other on 
weddings in the past and can refer you to profession-
als. If you find vendors who fit your budget, it is likely 
they will know of others that fit your bill as well.

Lastly, know your priorities. A budget-friendly wed-
ding doesn’t mean you have to be cheap across the board. 
If you can’t picture yourself wearing anything but that 
Cinderella gown, don’t settle. Get the gown and cut back 
on your food. Rank what is most important to you and 
cut costs in other areas. This will ensure that you have a 
wedding you won’t regret 10 years later, without breaking 
the bank.

continued from page 5
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Bridal Boutique Solutions

www.bridalboutiquesolutions.com

@

Tuesday-Saturday 11 am - 5 pm 

Bridal Shower
&

Wedding Registry
Unique Gifts for that Special Bride!

  Perfect
 Touchthe

757-377-0997
by appointment only

www.cindyscakery.com

Find us on facebook.

Did you know?
❖  The bride always stands to the groom's left because, in days past, the groom needed his right 

hand free to fi ght off other suitors.
❖  Bridal showers originated in the Netherlands as a means to help a bride whose father refused to 

pay a dowry.
❖  Newlyweds used to drink honey wine for an entire moon cycle after the wedding—from which 

we get the term "honeymoon."
❖  The giving of wedding favors originated in 16th-century France. Wealthy couples gave gifts of 

gold and gems. Poorer couples passed out "love knots" constructed of lace and ribbon.
❖  In the United States alone more than 2 million weddings take place a year at an average cost of 

$30,000, according to the Bridal Association of America.

For two people in a marriage to live together 
day after day is unquestionably the one miracle 
the Vatican has overlooked. 

– Bill Cosby

It is such a happiness when good people get 
together – and they always do.

– Jane Austen

I love being married. It’s so great to fi nd that 
one special person you want to annoy for the 
rest of your life. 

– Rita Rudner

A great marriage is not when the “perfect 
couple” comes together. It is when an imperfect 
couple learns to enjoy their differences. 

– Dave Meurer

Marriage is a wonderful invention: then again, 
so is a bicycle repair kit.

– Billy Connolly

Some people ask the secret of our long marriage. 
We take time to go to a restaurant two times a 
week. A little candlelight, dinner, soft music and 
dancing. She goes Tuesdays, I go Fridays.

– Henny Youngman

The trouble with some women is that they get 
all excited about nothing – and then marry him.

– Cher

Weddings are never about the bride and 
groom, weddings are public platforms for 
dysfunctional families.

– Lisa Kleypas

To be fully seen by somebody, then, and be 
loved anyhow – this is a human offering that 
can border on miraculous.

– Elizabeth Gilbert

Marriage has no guarantees. If that’s what 
you’re looking for, go live with a car battery.

– Erma Bombeck

Some people claim that marriage interferes 
with romance. There’s no doubt about it. 
Anytime you have a romance, your wife is 
bound to interfere.

– Groucho Marx

The problem with marriage is that it ends 
every night after making love, and it must be 
rebuilt every morning before breakfast. 

– Gabriel Garcí a Márquez

If I get married, I want to be very married.
– Audrey Hepburn

We are gonna have tons and tons of 
opportunities to meet gorgeous ladies that get 
so aroused by the thought of marriage that 
they’ll throw their inhibitions to the wind.

– Vince Vaughn as Jeremy Grey 
in Wedding Crashers

A man is incomplete until he is married. 
After that, he is fi nished.

– Zsa Zsa Gabor

By all means marry; if you get a good wife, 
you’ll become happy; if you get a bad one, 
you’ll become a philosopher.

– Socrates

Marriage is a fi ne institution, but I’m not ready 
for an institution. 

– Mae West

Why does a woman work ten years to change 
a man, then complain he’s not the man she 
married?

– Barbra Streisand

Marriage is give and take. You’d better give it 
to her or she’ll take it anyway.

– Joey Adams

I am about to be married, and am of course in 
all the misery of a man in pursuit of happiness.

– Lord Byron

Sometimes I wonder if men and women really 
suit each other. Perhaps they should live next 
door and just visit now and then.

– Katharine Hepburn

Mawidge is a dweam wiffi n a dweam. The 
dweam of wuv wapped wiffi n the gweater 
dweam of everwasting west. Eternity is our 
fwiend, wemember that, and wuv wiw fowwow 
you fowever.

– William Goldman in The Princess Bride

Famous Wedding Quotes
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Brides across the country have relied on Alana 
Courtney’s invitation design for 19 years.

Crane, William Arthur, Kate Spade, Vera Wang

20% off Wedding invitations... Always 

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
Sports Centre has a large inventory of 
quality tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. The Sports Centre 
looks forward to making you look your best 
on the big day. Our competitive prices and 
experienced staff will assure you the highest 
quality at the best price.

SPORTS
C E N T R E

Events by Edie
“Helpful Planning for Any Occasion”

Events by Edie offers event coordination 
from start to finish or customized packages 

to suit your needs.

Planning weddings and events 
in the Northern Neck for over 15 years.

Edie Jones Jett
Events Consultant

804-436-5510

P.O. Box 1233
146 Bay Drive

White Stone, VA 22578
events@va.metrocast.net

Rehearsal & Reception Dinners
Tues.-Sat. 5 pm - Closing

4357 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA
804-438-6363

www.natestrickdogcafe.com

Guide to writing your own wedding vows
Planning to write your own vows? Here’s how 

to declare your love for each other.
No doubt you’ve worked hard to stage a wed-

ding reception with tons of individual style, so 
why should your ceremony be any different? 
Get personal, and consider writing your own 
vows. Don’t stress: It’s not as daunting as you 
might think. Here’s how it’s done.

What’s your style?
Decide if you want to say separate vows 

(you write yours, he writes his), or if you’d 
rather each recite an identical, all-encom-
passing vow that you compose together. 
You can also combine these options: Take 
turns making personalized promises to each 
other, and then solemnize these statements by 
exchanging more formal, traditional vows (“I, 
Jason, take you, Kimberly, to be my lawful 
wife, to have and to hold…”) or a variation 
that you decide on together (“I, Stephanie, 
promise you, David, to always be your wife, 
your friend, your lover…”).

The big performance
Things to remember before going live: Practice , 
but don’t overdo it—speak naturally. And if you 
become a little emotional? It’s okay to cry!

What makes a good vow?
Keep in mind that at the heart of every vow is the 
idea that you’re making a pact. The “agreement” 
should have these three features, in no particular 
order: a declaration of love (“Sam, my beloved, 
I fill my heart with you, to love you until the end 
of my days”); promises for your marriage (“I 
pledge to embrace both our similarities and our 
differences” or “I promise to start family tradi-
tions”); and personal touches (“Four years ago, I 
thought that men like you didn’t exist”). Before 
you both begin writing, decide on the tone you 

want to set. Your words may be different, but the 
style should be more or less the same. A practi-
cal note: Be sure to keep vows one to three min-
utes long.

What should you say?
It depends on what you want to emphasize. 
Maybe it’s fidelity (“I promise to be faithful”); 
the notion of two people coming together, but 
maintaining their individuality (“I promise to 
have the courage to let you be yourself ”); or 
the importance of family (“I promise to create a 
family with you and to take yours as my own”). 
Consider where you first met, the first time he 
kissed you…can you tie any of this into what 
you want to pledge? You can be specific, even 
humorous, about the relationship.

Writer’s block? 
Need some inspiration? These vows appear in 
the “Complete Book of Wedding Vows,” by 
Diane Warner (Career Press):

you to share my life as I hope to share yours. I 
promise to walk by your side, to love, help and 
encourage you. I vow to take time to share with 
you, to listen and to care. I will share all your 
laughter and all your tears as your partner, lover 
and friend. I promise always to respect you and 
honor you as an individual and to be conscious 
of your needs. I shall seek through kindness and 
compassion to achieve with you the life we have 
planned together.”

with great joy that I take you as my husband/
wife. May our love grow deeper every day of our 
marriage, and as the days grow to weeks, and the 
weeks to months and the months to years, may 
we never forget this joyous day and the vows 
of commitment we are pledging to each other. 
I will cherish you and be faithful to you for all 
eternity.”     (Source: Bridal Guide magazine)
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Unforgettable . . .
A premier destination for weddings, social galas and events.

Enjoy your celebrations under tentage, under the oaks or under the stars.
We will create an experience unlike any other.

Please contact us to schedule a property tour and answer any questions 
on having your next event or special occasion at historic Hewick Plantation.

5123 Old Virginia Street  ❖  Post Offi ce Box 178  ❖  Urbanna, Virginia 23175
info@hewickplantation.com  ❖  www.hewickplantation.com  ❖  (804) 758-1678

Our beautiful new Conference Center can 
seat up to 600 for dinner in a lovely setting 
on Robinson’s Creek. Where else can you fi nd 
that with full catering and bar staff, a 500 sq. 
ft. stage for live entertainment and audiovisual 
equipment if needed? The answer is nowhere else 
in “Rivah Country.” We also offer overnight 
accommodations for your out of town guests. 

Having a Holiday Party, a Meeting, 
Family Reunion or Wedding?

Have it Here!

P.O. Box 178, Urbanna, Virginia 23175  ❖  (804) 758-4349  ❖  www.bethpagecamp.com

Making 
it legal

Both you and your to-be must 
obtain a marriage license through 
any Virginia Circuit Court Clerk; 
the Virginia location of your nup-
tials is irrelevant to the licensing. 
You may also contact a Virginia 
Visitors Bureau to get more spe-
cific information on local sites, 
services and marriage commis-
sioners.
A ge requirements: 18 with 

certified copy of birth cer-
tificate as proof. If under 
18, notarized consent from 
parent or legal guardian.

Cost of license: $30.
Waiting period: None.
I dentification: Valid driver’s 
license, military ID, passport.

Blood Test: None.
Residency: None.
O fficiants: Ordained minister 

who can show proof of ordi-
nation; marriage commis-
sioners, justices of the peace 
and judges.

For the 
father of  
the bride

Typically the father of the 
bride (and/or groom) has to foot 
the majority of the bill for the 
wedding, so it is only proper 
that he makes the first speech.

The father of the bride/groom 
usually addresses the guests 
formally, welcoming them to 
the wedding, thanks the people 
by way of acknowledgment 
for the contributions they have 
made towards the wedding.

The father of the bride or 
groom may also talk more 
casually about his feelings and 
relationship with his son or 
daughter and also welcome the 
bride or groom and in-laws to 
his family.

Father of the bride speech 
basics:

wedding.

help you celebrate the wedding 
of your daughter.

daughter.

son or daughter in-law.



Bliss

Music for your Wedding & Reception

Rent a high quality P.A. system from us for only $99

Use YOUR iPod, iPad or computer with YOUR music

Bands and DJs can cost thousands! That’s just crazy!
Choose the music YOU WANT to hear!

The Event Package is perfect for your occasion! 
It’s easy to set up with only 3 cables!

2 EV speakers, mixing console, podium mic, 2 wireless mics for toasts (or singing!)
Components are condensed in an easy carry podium cabinet. Cables & stands are included!

Reserve your equipment on-line today at www.highergroundaudio.com
or call for more information at 804-971-1307

You must have better plans for 
your money… like your honeymoon!

Wildest Dreams Boutique★ ★
Women’s Fashion Clothing

804-453-9453
702 Jessie Dupont Hwy Burgess, VA 22432

Clothing, Jewelry, Shoes, Handbags, Gift Items, Towels & Bedding

Bridal Boutique 
of Gloucester

Bridal Gowns & Accessories

Mon-Sat  9am–6pm

642-5157
www.BridalBoutiqueofGloucester.comF ind us on F acebook
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Catering
Serving Weddings throughout Virginia

for over 25 years.

804-435-3669
www.willabys.com

Celebrate 
with music!

Vacations and Cruises
Travel
Representative

Angie Stephens
Travel Consultant

Honeymoon Packages
An Independent
Contractor of CI Travel
Irvington, VA 22480

astephens@citravel.com
direct 804-438-5350

CORA’S
PARTY SERVICE

Catering, Serve & Clean-up
 Plated Sit-down Dinners and On-site Cooking

At Your Service
Call Now to Book Your Event

804-462-6160

Festival Halle
Planning a wedding or reception? Festival 
Halle in Reedville, Virginia, is the perfect 
location!  Plenty of room for seated 
dinners and dancing. Full kitchen to assist 
your caterer. Please call 804-453-6529 to 
arrange to see Festival Halle and for 
information on availability and rates.

Offering the best in trendy, classic & fun!
Hunter Douglas window
 fashions, Area Rugs, and 

Decorative Accessories
Staging and Design Available

804-761-3715
Cindy Lloyd Design

5011 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA.cindylloydfeatheryournest@gmail.com

Choosing the perfect wedding cake
Sampling cake fl avors and choosing from a 

rainbow of frosting colors make working with 
a cake designer a truly delicious task. To be 
sure you are just as satisfi ed with the end result, 
follow these steps.

1. Ask around. Begin your search for a cake 
designer about three to six months before the 
wedding—even sooner if you want an in-
demand pro. Some bakers’ schedules start fi ll-
ing up about a year in advance.

Where do you begin your search? Word of 
mouth is the most powerful tool, says Jan Kish of 
La Petite Fleur in Columbus, Ohio. Ask recently 
married friends and family members for their 
recommendations. Many caterers, reception sites, 
photographers and fl orists have favorite bakers.

2. Narrow the search. Most cake designers 
showcase confections they’ve created on their 
websites; you can also get an idea of whether 
you’ll like their work from a phone conversa-
tion. Ask how they would defi ne their style. Is it 
traditional, simply elegant, modern, whimsical, 
intricate? Don’t forget to ask for an estimated 
price range per guest. Then, “Interview two to 
three bakers,” advises Ron Ben-Israel of Ron 
Ben-Israel Cakes, in New York, NY, and star of 
the Food Network’s “Sweet Genius.”

In your initial meeting, look through a port-
folio of the cake designer’s work, and double-
check that the details you know you want—say, 
intricate sugar fl owers—are part of his or her 
body of work. If not, does he show versatility 
and an experimental spirit? Does she have the 
resources and background to do what you want? 
Some small bakeries may not have the man-
power or know-how to create the grand, geo-
metrical structures in which others specialize.

Also, be sure to taste the samples of the bak-
er’s work. “The fl avor of the cake should be as 

good as any dessert you’d serve to guests, says 
Narcisa Vieira-Castillo of Cakes Unique, in 
Falls Church, Virginia. Do not compromise taste 
for the look of the cake.

The major deciding factor? “A good personal 
connection is very important” says Ben-Israel. 
“You must be able to trust the person.” The ideal 
cake designer is someone whose personality 
sets you at ease and with whom you commu-
nicate well.

3. Keep Talking. After you’ve booked your 
cake designer, you will begin to create the 
cake. Share with your pro photos of cakes from 
magazines that have caught your eye. Provide 
the baker with as much information about your 
wedding as you can: the location, the level of 
formality, your dress, the colors, the fl owers, the 
menu. You can even bring in your invitations to 
show your pro—they may inspire her.

During this process, taste four or fi ve cake-
and-fi lling combinations, to fi nd your favorite. 
“Some fl avors, like mango, are suitable for cer-
tain seasons like summer,” says Vieira-Castillo. 
“Others, like white chocolate with raspberry, 
are year-round favorites.”

Price will be based on the size of the cake, the 
amount of labor needed to create it and the cost 
of its ingredients. More experienced or repu-
table pros are usually pricier.

4. Put It In writing. To ensure you get exactly 
what you want, check that all the details, includ-
ing the date, place and time of the wedding, plus 
the style and fl avors of the cake, are in your con-
tract with the designer. Your baker should update 
the contract anytime you change your mind, and 
as you choose further details. Whether it’s with a 
written description or a sketch, it should be clear 
exactly how your cake will look on the wed-
ding day.         (source: Bridal Guide magazine)



Tying 
the knot

with a local twist

Readers share special touches 
from their river weddings that 

celebrate our local style and heritage 
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Waterfront wedding

Suzanne Gail Wheatley (now Suzanne Gail Reynolds) and 
Shane Reynolds were married May 5, 2012, at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. Weston “Bitzie” Conley at 315 Riverside Drive in 
Morattico.

“Our wedding day was perfect. The rain held off until we got 
to our reception. Our wedding colors were purple and silver,” 
explains Suzanne.

Both the bride and the groom grew up on the water and both 
had (salt) water in their blood. Both fathers worked on the 
water for a majority of their lives.

 

The wedding colors, purple 
and silver, were incorporated 
in the lawn decor. Sweets by the shore.

Local heritage was a key element 
of their “perfect day.”

Mr. and Mrs. Shane Reynolds held their 
reception at a local landmark.

Even the tablescapes brought the 
river to the reception.
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Bridal Registry
Free Gift with Registry

5944 General Puller Hwy.
Locust Hill (804) 758-8814
White Stone (804) 435-1215

Specializing in

Weddings
5952 General Puller Hwy.

(804) 758-3522

Hours: Monday – Saturday 9–5
Rt. 33-Located next to Locust Hill Post Offi ce

Before you walk down the aisle, walk down our aisle fi rst.

Kendall Webre
804-384-0180  •  Kendall@riverweddingsandevents.com

www.riverweddingsandevents.com

2004 was all about weddings. Actually, about one wedding, and 
I was the mother of the bride. My daughter had picked out the 

dress in February. In March we talked about tents for the reception 
at the Deltaville Maritime Museum. The bride and groom decided 
on the food in April. As we enjoyed our rainiest spring in years, we 
discussed tents again in May. And again in June. In July I obsessed 
about tents. It had rained all summer, buckets, torrents, pools, 
lakes and rivers. Tents, even at great cost, were insuffi cient. Every 
weekend brought a deluge or a gale. My husband’s advice was 
not helpful. I was dreaming about tents and their inadequacy. So, 
at the advice of my sister-in-law’s family I went on a pilgrimage.  
You see, in Mexico, by taking an offering of a basket of eggs to the 
poor in honor of Santa Clara, you can supposedly guarantee good 
weather for a wedding.  I decided to try it here. But how do you 
fi t the strict requirements?  Do you approach a homeless person 
in a Richmond park? Do you hard-boil or devil the eggs in case 
they can’t cook them? A friend suggested a solution.  How about 
the new cloistered Poor Clare Monastery in New Kent—they were 
founded by Santa Clara, and they are certainly poor.  Why not?  

I set out without directions (no one knew how to get there), but 
with great trust I would succeed.  After all, it hadn’t rained for two 
days and I knew what county it was in. So whenever I hit the next 
county, I turned left. And there it was, around the next bend, nestled 
on the other side of a hill, looking just like it was in Italy.  I took 
my basket fi lled with farm-fresh organic eggs into the silent lobby.  
No one was around, but I realized I had succeeded. For suddenly 
I knew that this wasn’t about asking for good weather, but about 
being happy with whatever weather I was given.  I wrote a note to 
the nuns and laughed to myself. And got an alternate site in case of 
rain.

The wedding was held on September 25, the day before my late 
Dad’s birthday.  It was the only weekend that month that there 
wasn’t a gale.  As you can see, the weather was perfect. Tom 
Chillemi, who took the picture, raved about the full moon, the 
cobalt sky and the hot pink sunset.  I’m going to do this again for 
my younger daughter’s wedding!

––Vera England

A pilgrimage 
for the Mother of the Bride

On a perfect September evening after a rainy summer, Lacey England and Jeremy Glover depart 
their 2004 wedding reception at the Deltaville Maritime Museum aboard the Frances C., a Linwood 
Price-built deadrise piloted by Davis Wilson. Photo by Tom Chillemi
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Eric and Lisa Gravil married on the Rappahannock River at 
historic “Pop Castle” in White Stone.  Guests were greeted 

Friday with a crab feast. Saturday’s outdoor event featured danc-
ing under the stars, yard games, and a beach-side bourbon bar. 
On Sunday, the couple arrived by boat to send off guests.

Beach-side wedding

I used to think a wed-
ding was a simple 
affair. Boy and girl 

meet, they fall in 
love, he buys a ring, 

she buys a dress, 
they say I do. I was 

wrong. That’s getting 
married. A wedding 
is an entirely different 

proposition. 
-Steve Martin as 
George Banks in 

Father of the Bride
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Urbanna’s Unique Boutique Hotel
and Banquet Facilities

* Five star reviews at Tripadvisor.com

Electric Flush Toilet/Urinal • Stereo 
Pedestal to Glamour Sinks • Fireplace/AC

Church View Septic Service, Inc.

Full Service Septic Business

other special event?
Luxury Restroom Trailer

Custom Wildfl ower or Country Arrangements
for weddings & parties.

Dayspring Farm, Lower King & Queen County
804-785-9401  •  www.dayspringfarm.org

If ever there was a perfectly “Rivah-ful” 
wedding, this, my friends, was it. 

Nancy Powell of Weems and Daniel Kapust 
of Sterling wed on September 17, 2011, at 
Greenvale Cottage on the Rappahannock 
River, proving that you can still have a beau-
tiful homespun southern wedding steeped in 
tradition and fun, all while staying “local.”
From ring sizing to the farewell brunch, they 
used local vendors as much as possible.
Nancy has spent every summer of her life at 
Greenvale Cottage. As times and lifestyles 
change, this cottage has remained a constant 
“home place” for all of her family since the 
1940s, spanning fi ve generations.
Her parents, Kathy and Rob Powell, live in 
Weems.

‘Rivah-ful’ wedding 
at cottage setting

Nancy designed the paper work.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Kapust begin their journey.

Nancy and 
Daniel lead their 
wedding party.
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Make your wedding or special event
memorable at Good Luck Cellars. 

GOOD LUCK CELLARS
1025 Good Luck Road

www.goodluckcellars.com

Reception area

Facility

Outdoor Fireplace

Bar/Tasting Room

Facilities consist of
4,500 square feet of indoor 
space and 3,000 square feet 
of covered porch 
space. The acreage 
surrounding 
the tasting and 
production facility 
is also available 
for private outdoor 
events. 

Weddings & Celebrations are our Specialty

The Wild Bunch

www.thewildbunchflowers.com
cindy.thewildbunch@yahoo.com

My husband and I got married at our favorite place, our own 
back yard in Water View! We planned the ceremony around our 

beautiful sunset that we see every evening and it didn’t let us down. 
Our daughters, Keeley, Ashley, Kassidy, Kacie and Lacey, were our 
wedding attendants.  

––Beth and Andy Bradby

My husband and I were born and raised in 
Middlesex County. We got married on October 

3, 2009, at the Urbanna Creek home of his grandpar-
ents, Pat and Richard Marshall. To add a local touch, 
we had a huge oyster shell serve as our “presents 
table.” We also gave our guests oyster shooters to 
enjoy while our photos were being taken. 

 ––Lindsay Edwards 

Backyard vows at sunset

Oyster shells and 
shooters
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This yacht is not 
just for fishing . . . 

The Gypsy will transport brides, grooms 
and wedding parties to their destinations.

Ted and Margaret Curtis
601 Hardings Wharf Drive

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
804-435-2919

Pat’s Gallery & Gifts Ltd.
“Custom Framing As It Should Be”

Make your wedding portraits a 
keepsake for generations to come…

Rt. 33, Deltaville, VA • (804)776-7160 • www.PatsGallery.com

16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock VA

 & Twitter 

Want to have a fun bachelor/
bachelorette party?   

Come bowl and eat after the rehearsal.

Having a weekend wedding?  
Bring the gang for an after-party they 

won’t forget.

We have bowling, midnight madness, 
a full restaurant and bar, and a 

private event room-
What a memorable way to add to 

your special day.

Friday evening rehearsal:  
preacher says, “Victor 

do you take Sherri? Well, we 
fi nally get the name right, and 
Victor’s phone goes off playing 
“I’m about to kick somebody’s 
azz.” Then, as the preacher 
talks to us, he says he agrees 
with same sex marriage. I said 
yep, and he says, no . . . auh, I 
mean man and woman. 

So Saturday fi nally gets here 
with rain, wind, thunder, light-
ening, and NO power as Victor 
gets into the shower with hardly 
no water pressure. So then we 
go to get married and fi nd out 
that a tree has fallen and people 
can’t get into the road to get to 
our wedding. By now the wed-
ding is 30 minutes late behind 

Mishaps make memories
schedule. With no power we 
have no music, so we decide to 
use a golf cart CD player. And 
what do ya know, it wouldn’t 
work. Then, the best man pulls 
the truck up to the door to play 
the music on the truck’s CD 
player, and as soon as he gets 
ready to push play the power 
comes on. Okay now ya think 
all is well, but nope, we get 
inside and, yeah, my hair looks 
like crap, but it’s okay. All is 
good.

Not quite. Preacher says, 
“Dennis do you take Cheryl?” 
Victor says, “Who is Dennis?” 
So, I said, “Honey, there’s 
something I need to tell ya!” 
Then we proceed with the wed-
ding. All good? Noooo. We go 

to light the unity candle and 
half of my candle falls on the 
fl oor; the other half is in my 
hand. Well we light the candle, 
so you think by now all is good. 
Noooo. The preacher intro-
duces us to everyone and for-
gets to say, “You may now kiss 
the bride.” So we decide to do 
it on our own. 

That evening Victor and I 
go to Sunset Grill in Deltaville 
to hear our friend’s band, Rip 
Tide. We had a blast. The band 
introduced us as we walked 
in, put leis on us, and played a 
beautiful song, and a lot of our 
friends were there. 

Not the end of story though. 
A week later the court called, 
and we come to fi nd out, we 
can’t get our marriage license 
because the preacher didn’t 
fi nish fi lling out the license 
form. We got it straight. 

Our neighbor, who was in 
Kuwait, fl ew a fl ag for us on 
our wedding day and had a 
certifi cate made. However, 
the certifi cate reads “to honor 
Victor & Cheryl Ansy” instead 
of our real last name. 

After all of this happening 
on and after our wedding day, 
we smiled the whole time. If it 
weren’t for all the mishaps, it 
would have been just a plain ol’ 
wedding. We now have a lot of 
laughs to look back on. 

––Cheryl Anby

Best man, Vince Jamison (left), and the bride and groom, 
Cheryl and Victor Anby, at their August 24, 2012 wedding.
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J

BEAUTY

WISDOM

Fine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130
800-684-8873

By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

We included bits of local fl are for guests coming from near and 
far. Welcome baskets contained cans of Northern Neck Ginger 

Ale and during the cocktail hour guests were entertained by national 
oyster shucking champions, Deborah Pratt and Clementine Macon. 
Both the ladies and the Rapphannock River oysters they shucked 
were a hit! 

––Courtney (Faudree) and Tyler Hurd

Local fl are a hit for guests
Clementine Macon shucked oysters  
for guests during the cocktail hour.
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Wedding & Gift Registry

Monday - Friday  10 am-5 pm

Free gift to brides when you register!

Unique selection 
of bridal shower 

and wedding gifts!

Liliane Merrill  
Specialist in Vacations  
and Cruises Worldwide

804-438-9088

954 King Carter Drive
Irvington, Virginia 22480

BUILDING 
MEMORIES, 
one vacation 
at a time.

liliane@islandtravelvacations.com  I  www.islandtravelvacations.com

Island Travel
Honeymoon Specialist
“From African safaris to 
secluded beach resorts, we 
thrive to fulfill all your travel 
dreams”

A Cake 4 U
wedding and specialty cakes

Taste test by appointment

804.453.9603

ACake4UbySusan
@yahoo.com

“Your cake 
Your way!”

Karen McCormick and Bob 
Hundley were married in beauti-

ful Milden Presbyterian Church in 
Sharps. Founded in 1888, it is the 
oldest Presbyterian church in the 
Northern Neck.

Their special day was October 
18, 2003, and they will celebrate 10 
years in nine months.

An outdoor reception was held 
beside the Hundley “rivah” house 
called “Pettipoint” (c. 1895) at Hale’s 
Point. There was dancing to classics 
and some ‘Them Eastport Oyster 
Boys’ songs as well as a conga line 
or two around the rented dance 
fl oor… crab dip, local wine, kids 
throwing a football, fi shing stories, 
pier gathering, and decorating the 
getaway boat. 

They departed by boat with a stop 
at sunset near Towles Point for a 
champagne toast, and then arrived at 
Irvington at dusk for a short walk to 
the Hope and Glory Inn.

It was an absolutely perfect day for 
all!

A special day “challenge”: Hurri-
cane Isabel made landfall on Septem-
ber 18. Family, friends, and friends 
of friends all pitched in to make this 
special river wedding happen.

A special river wedding

Karen and Bob depart on the Rappahannock River.

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hundley enjoy their 
“rivah” reception.

Weddings to me are wondrous 
because they are so fi lled with tomorrows. 

-Mary Forsell
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Charm and Romance in 
the Heart of Irvington!

The Blue House 
Vacation Rentals
Weekend - Weekly

By the Month

The Perfect Place for your Honeymoon, or
your Wedding Guests or for a Romantic Getaway.

The area’s newest full service catering hall 
for your wedding or special event.

Bridal Expo – Sunday, April 14, 2013 - 2–5pm
Fashion Show featuring Bridal Boutique of Gloucester

WWW.DISTINCTIONEVENTS.COM

laura543@gmail.com

The best day of 
your life begins here.

On a private peninsula near the Chesapeake 

Bay, this scenic resort is the essence of 

Virginia hospitality. The Tides Inn offers 

delightful settings for a memorable wedding 

ceremony, reception, 

rehearsal dinner, 

and brunch.

480 King Carter Drive

Irvington, VA 22480

804.438.5000 | tidesinn.com

weddings@tidesinn.com

While many once popular wed-
ding traditions might have 

fallen by the wayside, many others 
have withstood the test of time. One 
tradition that has endured is the 
wedding registry, which is designed 
to help wedding guests find the 
right gift for the couple of honor.

Thanks in large part to the Inter-
net, it’s now easier than ever before 
to set up a registry. Couples can do 
so entirely via the Web or visit their 
favorite store or stores and use a 
hand-held scanner to add items to 
their registry. But even though reg-
istries are easy to set up, it might 
help couples to consider a few tips 
before they start clicking or scan-
ning away.

* Register with multiple mer-
chants. Couples can help guests out 
by registering with multiple mer-
chants. Doing so gives guests more 
options and increases the likeli-
hood that guests can find the store. 
When choosing merchants, try to 
choose national stores that guests 
can access regardless of where they 
live.

* Don’t assume all guests are 

tech-savvy. While the Web has 
made setting up and accessing 
a registry easier for couples and 
guests alike, it’s safe to assume your 
guest list will include one or two 
holdouts who have never before 
shopped online. Because of that, 
couples should still register with a 
brick-and-mortar store instead of 
only registering online.

* Read the fine print. Some 
online retailers are kinder than 
others. When establishing an online 
registry, examine the retailer’s 
policy thoroughly to be sure it 
does not include substantial service 
charges or exorbitant shipping fees. 
Guests should not be penalized for 
their generosity.

* Vary the options within the 
registry. When adding items to the 
registry, be sure to include items 
that everyone can afford. Especially 
nowadays, when many weddings 
host guests from far and wide, it’s 
ideal to include lots of affordable 
items. That way guests who have 
already spent considerable money 
getting to the wedding won’t have 
to break the bank even further to 
gift the bride- and groom-to-be. 

As for high-end items, keep those 

to a minimum. Parents, siblings 
or other especially close relatives 
might ask to buy those items before 
you even establish the registry. But 
it is important to include at least 
a few expensive items, as some 
guests might pool their resources 
and buy these gifts, saving you 
money while giving them the satis-
faction that you got something you 
might not have been able to afford 
after paying for the wedding.

* Set up a honeymoon regis-
try. Many of today’s couples live 
together before they get married, 
and as a result, they might not need 
some of the more common house-
hold items like cookware, linens 
or home furnishings. Couples who 
already have stocked cupboards 
and linen closets might want to 
consider a honeymoon registry, 
which allows guests to donate 
money toward the couple’s honey-
moon. Guests can donate money or 
pay for certain activities the couple 
can enjoy while getting away from 
it all.

Wedding registries have evolved, 
making it easier than ever before 
for couples to set up a registry their 
guests can access.  

Creating a wedding registry 
is now easier than ever
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Amishas Fashions
Full Service Bridal Shop –

 Bridal Gowns, Tuxedo Rentals
Bridesmaid Dresses, Quinceañera’s 

Once a Year Sale
Starts January 31 thru February 28 

Accept visa debt, credit cards  
Layaway plans

Se Habla Español

 
  149 Main St. Warsaw Va. 22572 • 804-333-4390

A - Photos

PARTY LINE
HOME   PARTY   WEDDINGS   EQUIPMENT

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS, TABLECLOTHS, 
FLATWARE, CHINA AND LINEN RENTALS

459 Chesapeake Dr. White Stone, Va    804-435-2353

● ● ●

●

White Stone        Event Center

804.435.2300 

Reception space for your wedding or special event,
complete with catering services and wait staff.

Also home to
a sinful martini bar

Weddings, in 
some form 
or another, 

have existed for millen-
nia, but the weddings of 
the past were not always 
like the grand, ceremo-
nious weddings we are 
accustomed to today.  
Some wedding tradi-
tions, like the wearing 
of the bridal veil, have 
been in existence since 
ancient Judaic times, 
while other traditions, such as the 
lighting of the unity candle or the 
wearing of a white wedding gown, 
are fairly new.  In many ways, the 
history and development of the 
American wedding from simple, 
homespun ceremonies to elabo-
rate, public rituals are directly 
related to changes in the American 
mindset throughout the country’s 
history. 

Ancient weddings
The first primitive weddings of 

which historians have record could 
generally be termed weddings by 
coercion or capture (Yalom 2001).  
Emotional commitment and com-
munion between a marrying couple 
were not deemed important, and 

men would often visit a neighbor-
ing village for the sole purpose of 
carrying off a wife.  Wives were 
desired for sexual release, procre-
ation, and household labor.  While 
the theme of “carry and capture” 
receded somewhat throughout 
time, women were bartered off as 
marriage companions in exchange 
for cash or livestock for several 
thousand years. 

The idea of a woman’s consent to 
marriage (and also divorce) would 
be later implemented in the era of 
Roman civilization, but weddings 
and marriage proposals were still 
largely based upon the commer-
cial value of a wife.  Pragmatism 
was a general theme of marriages, 
and it would not be until the 1800s 

that personal inclina-
tion would begin to 
hold much sway in 
marriage decisions 
(Yalom 2001).

Early weddings in 
America were gener-
ally private affairs, 
held at the home of the 
parents of the bride 
or groom.  The new 
bride was normally 
publicly recognized 
at Sunday church 

services following her nuptials, 
but most weddings were intimate, 
family affairs. 

By the 1820s and 1830s, upper 
class weddings had begun to 
evolve a bit more into the recog-
nizably modern American wed-
ding (complete with a lavish cake, 
dinner reception, and toast to the 
bride and groom), but the cer-
emonies remained small and pri-
vate.  However, as the Industrial 
Revolution took hold and a defi-
nite middle class sprang up, wed-
dings in America would gradually 
become more and more elaborate.

White dresses
While weddings in the early 

1800s were generally simple 

The history of 
the wedding
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Dixon Limousine Service
A Service for All Occasions

Weddings, Bridal Parties, Proms
Graduations, Dinners, etc.

16593 Historyland Hwy.  Warsaw, Va.
804-333-3327 Near Historic

Reedville, VA

Elegance
Charm
Tranquility...
With Chesapeake’s
romantic waterview
suites, antiques &
fireplaces.

Look and feel spectacular 
on your wedding day!
Safe        Easy

Call Kim Lemon, Health Coach

LaSource Spa
Massage         Facials         Waxing
Body Treatments   Gift Certificates

211 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia

804.436.2599
glyndaantonio@yahoo.com

affairs, this fact was less often due 
to a particular desire for simplicity 
than a practical need for minimal-
ism. For example, when weddings 
were held in homes, only a lim-
ited number of guests could be 
accommodated in the home. This 
practical need for simplicity also 
extended to wedding dresses in the 
early 1800s.  Many 19th-century 
brides had only one best dress 
and, as a matter of course, they 
were generally married in that 
dress.  Thus, it was not uncommon 
for brides to be married in black 
or other dark colors, as this best 
dress could also double as suitable 
funeral attire.

The 19th-century bride’s 
desire for a white wedding dress 
increased rapidly in 1840, when 
the newly crowned Queen Victoria 
of Great Britain wed Prince Albert 
(Wallace 2004).  Unlike the mon-
arch before her, Victoria chose to 
be married in a splendid, white 
satin gown.  In reaction, young 
women in England and America, 
enamored of the newly-married 
queen’s style, immediately began 
clamoring for white wedding 
dresses of their own.  Whereas 
the white wedding gown had pre-
viously been a luxury of only the 
richest (it was, after all, a very dif-
fi cult color to clean and maintain 
with 19th-century technologies), 
more and more middle class brides 

were beginning to select white as 
their color of choice in wedding 
dresses.

Vendors
The latter half of the century 

also saw a rise in the use of wed-
ding professionals or wedding ven-
dors (as they are commonly known 
today).  Weddings that would have 
been held in private homes a few 
decades earlier were now being 
moved to churches, where more 
square footage allowed for a larger 
number of guests and required 
a greater show.  A bride who 
may have sewn her own wedding 
dress or simply used a dress she 
already owned was now likely to 
hire a dressmaker or even order 
a ready-to-wear wedding gown.  
Cakes and fl ower arrangements 
that would have been prepared at 
home were now being contracted 
out to confectioners and fl orists, 
and the “wedding industry” began 
to grow.  As the turn of the cen-
tury approached and the American 
middle class swelled, weddings 
began to look more and more like 
the extravagant celebrations of 
today.

Industry booms
By the 1920s and 1930s, brides 

had largely turned to profession-
als to organize their weddings for 
them.  However, while this trend 

had already been evolving for 
nearly four decades, it was not 
until the Jazz Age that wedding 
vendors began to see the true busi-
ness potential of brides and their 
weddings.  

One of the clearest and earliest 
manifestations of the new concep-
tion of the bride as a profi t center 
was the introduction of bridal 
departments in large stores. Many 
stores began to offer a whole sec-
tion of merchandise devoted to the 
bride and her big day.  Around the 
same time, catered weddings and 
engraved invitations became less 
of a luxury for only the very rich, 
and more of a standard that all 
brides should aspire to.  Wedding 
photographers also became a key 
part of the wedding proceedings 
and often scripted the entire pro-
gression of the wedding with their 
photograph cues. 

This turning of wedding prepara-
tions to the professionals created an 
interesting side effect of uniformity in 
American weddings.  By the 1950s, 
when a white wedding was the ulti-
mate dream for an affl uent, middle 
class bride, the American wedding 
was a cookie-cutter production that 
could easily be replicated for another 
bride by the professionals who had 
created it.

Diversity
As America weathered the 

social whirlwind of the 1960s, 

the traditional American wed-
ding lagged somewhat behind.  It 
would not be until the 1970s that 
the desire for diversity and unique-
ness, which had been a hallmark of 
the 1960s, would enter the Ameri-
can wedding.  During the 1970s, 
brides rejected the cookie-cutter 
standards of the 1950s wedding 
and began to opt for more unique 
ceremonies and wedding attire.  
More and more weddings began 
to move out of churches, and the 
idea of the “destination wedding” 
was born. 

However, this trend of unique 
weddings would fade some-
what into the background as the 
fairytale wedding of Princess 
Diana of Wales to Prince Charles 
captivated the public in 1981 
(Wallace 2004).  The lavish beauty 
of the royal wedding immediately 
brought traditional, ceremonial 
weddings back into style.  Every 
bride dreamed of replicating Prin-
cess Di on her wedding day, and no 
expense would be spared for the 
big moment. 

Weddings in the 1980s and 
1990s continued to build on this 
idea of the perfect, dreamlike 
wedding day, and average costs 
for weddings began to soar.  Wed-
dings in the 21st century are no 
different.  Today, a couple spends 
an average of $20,000 on a wed-
ding (give or take a couple thou-
sand), and nearly every detail of 

the wedding is taken care of by 
professionals.  Indeed, American 
weddings have come a long way 
from the simple, homespun cer-
emonies of the nation’s early years 
to the elaborate celebrations of the 
modern era. (Source: randomhos-
tory.com)

Couples must make many 
decisions when planning their 

wedding, not the least of which is 
choosing fl oral arrangements. Some 
couples have never had to make 
choices regarding fl oral arrange-
ments, so it’s understandable if they 
need some help before making a 
decision that will likely make a 
signifi cant impact on the appearance 
of their weddings.

* Go with your own style. 
Couples should not feel pressured 
to go with a more traditional style 
if that’s not something that suits 
them. Instead, choose a style that 
most appeals to you, be it neutral or 
bold colors, formal or more casual 
arrangements, and so on. Your style 
might also reveal a preference for 
something other than roses, which is 
perfectly alright. It’s your wedding.

* Stay in-season when possible. 
When choosing a fl oral arrange-
ment, it’s important to consider 
when you’ll be getting married and 
which fl owers will be in-season. It’s 
possible to fi nd most fl oral varieties 
all year, but if you choose seasonal 
fl owers, you’ll likely pay less and 
such fl owers will be more readily 
available and durable.

* Don’t go it alone. The wedding 
day is going to be busy enough 
without brides and grooms having to 
worry about arranging the bouquets. 
A professional fl orist, ideally one 
who has come highly recommended, 
should be able to work within your 
budget and produce a visually stun-
ning end product.

* Consider candles to save 
money. Many couples hope for a 
fl oral centerpiece at each table, but 
that can prove costly. If the fl oral 
budget is somewhat limited, supple-
ment the centerpieces with candles. 
The centerpieces likely won’t be 
as grandiose, but smaller fl oral 
arrangements coupled with candles 
can create a romantic feel.

* Stick to the budget. Couples 
will fi nd it’s very easy to go over 
budget quickly with regard to fl oral 
arrangements. But a good fl orist 
should be able to work within your 
budget and produce an arrangement 
that’s visually impressive without 
costing a fortune.  

Choosing fl oral 
arrangements



12 – 18 months
_____  Send engagement announcement to 

newspaper
_____ Set wedding budget
_____ Set wedding date 
_____  Decide type of wedding (informal or formal) 
_____ Hire wedding consultant 
_____ Determine number of guests
_____ Select ceremony & reception sites
_____ Choose caterer
_____ Choose photographer/videographer 

6 – 12 months
_____ Final selection on wedding rings 
_____  Take dancing lessons 
_____ Choose and order wedding gown 
_____  Reserve wedding transportation
_____ Choose color theme for wedding 
_____ Choose bridal party
_____ Select bridesmaid dresses
_____ Select florist 
_____  Select musicians (live band, DJ, harpist) 
_____  Select officiant (pastor, judge)
_____ Select hair & make-up artist
_____ Select baker

4 – 6 months
_____ Select bridal registry items 
_____  Select music for wedding ceremony &recep-

tion 
_____ Reserve rental equipment if needed 
_____  Prepare accommodations for out-of-town 

guests 
_____ Plan bridesmaid luncheon 
_____  Purchase veil and bridal accessories 
_____  Purchase gifts for bridal party  
_____  Make appointment for practice session for 

hair & make-up 

_____ Order wedding favors 
_____  Review plans for wedding ceremony & 

reception 
_____ Have mothers choose their own dresses 
_____ Make honeymoon plans 

2 – 3 months
_____  Pick-up wedding rings
_____  If changing your name – order name 

change kit
_____  Send out invitations to out-of-town Guests
_____ Apply for marriage license 
_____ Address & send out invitations 
_____  Select & coordinate wedding ceremony 

program 
_____ Appoint guestbook attendant 
_____ Confirm & finalize details with florist 
_____ Confirm rehearsal program officiant 
_____  Confirm guest count with caterer/restaurant 
_____  Final fitting for bridal party
_____  Select tux styles for groomsmen & fathers
_____ Finalize wedding day schedule 
_____ Confirm transportation schedule 
_____ Have formal wedding portrait taken 

1 Month
_____ Confirm honeymoon plans
_____ Assign wedding day helpers 
_____  Keep track of gifts received and start on 

thank you notes 
_____  Pick up bridal party attire
_____  Start seating arrangement & prepare name 

cards 
_____ Confirm final details with florist 
_____  Confirm final details with photographer 
_____ Confirm final details with officiant 
_____ Confirm final details with baker 
_____ C onfirm final details with restaurant/caterer 

_____ Confirm final details with coordinator 
_____  Confirm final details for wedding transpor-

tation 
_____ Confirm final details with bridal party 
_____  Confirm final details with rental equipment 

company 
_____ Confirm final details with musicians 
_____  Confirm schedule for Hair & Make-up 
_____  Plan and create wedding day itinerary 

1 Week
_____  Confirm final guest count with caterer/

restaurant 
_____  Arrange for postal office to hold or forward 

your mail during your honeymoon 
_____ Re-confirm with travel agent or airlines 
_____  Review all seating arrangements with ushers 

and helpers 
_____ Pack for honeymoon trip 
_____  Arrange for bridal party, parents, family, 

photographer & videographer to meet at a 
designated location (when taking pictures 
prior to the wedding ceremony) 

1 – 2 Days
_____ Get a manicure & pedicure 
_____ Wedding rehearsal dinner 
_____ Pick up rental tux for groomsmen
_____  Prepare final payment for each professional 

Wedding Day
_____ Nice long bath or shower - relax 
_____ Go to hair & make-up appointment 
_____ Get dressed 
_____ Have Fun – It’s your Wedding Day!

Bride’s Check List


