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Tourist homes:
Planners are
undecided on
by right plan

Supervisors:
No hearings
on data pole
applications

by Renss Greene

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A door may have
slammed shut on the divide between
the board of supervisors and planning
commission over the need for public
hearings on data (internet) poles and
allowing them by right. Last week
supervisors basically told planners to
amend the ordinance to eliminate fees
and public hearings or they would do
it without them.
The last two times the request
was made, commission members
expressed concern that neighbors
be allowed to comment on the pole
permit applications through the
public hearing process.
“I would not want one on the property next door to me,” planner David
Chupp said last week, after the measure was introduced a third time. “I
wouldn’t want it to be allowed without
a permit and public hearing. What’s
the problem? Inconvenience?”
“It’s the burden of the cost to the
citizen,” replied supervisor Butch
Jenkins, liaison to the planning commission.
The fee for the permit currently
stands at $200 to cover the price of
advertising and public notiﬁcation.
“I think that’s a good thing. It
makes them think where they’ll put
it,” Chupp replied. “I’m afraid it will
allow these to go up everywhere...If
people know they can do this for free,
(poles) will be going up everywhere.
You’ll see people buying their own
poles so they can access who they
want.”
“If money is the only question, why
not waive the fees but go through process?” asked member Steve Sorenson.
“Because special exceptions are
not clean,” replied Jenkins. “That’s
why we want to get rid of them.”
Planner Bob Smart noted that the
internet pole is a temporary ﬁx that
will be replaced by better technology,
such as satellite service.
Jenkins said supervisors would
HEARINGS, continued on page A2

low achievement.
State superintendent of public
instruction Patricia I. Wright
acknowledged that the accreditation
bar has been raised over the past ﬁve
years through the introduction of
new assessments that test students’
problem-solving and critical thinking
skills along with their content knowledge.
“The benchmark pass rates required

HEATHSVILLE—A proposal to
allow tourist homes by right in Northumberland County drew a crowd
of speakers protesting the idea at the
county planning commission meeting
Thursday.
The proposed amendment to the
zoning ordinance would allow wouldbe tourist home operators to open
business without going through the
board of supervisors’ public hearing
and approval required for a conditional use permit. Board of supervisors liaison Richard Haynie characterized the proposal as a time-saving
measure.
The people wishing to hear and
speak at the public hearing nearly
ﬁlled the courtroom used for planning
commission meetings, and the hearing lasted almost two hours. Most of
the 23 speakers at the public hearing
were opposed to the idea, although a
few–mostly tourist home owners or
employees–came out in support of
the proposal.
Planning commission chair Garﬁeld Parker, seeing the packed courtroom, opened the public hearing with
an appeal for civility.
“We’re all friends and neighbors
and leaders, so try not to bite heads
off or anything like that,” Parker said.
“We will hear your comments, you
will be treated with respect, that’s
what we do here.”
Edward “Kaz” Kazenske, speaking
for the board of directors of Tides on
the Chesapeake, a local homeowner’s

STATE, continued on page A4

TOURIST, continued on page A2

Showstoppers at Extravaganza
Sharing some puppy love, Linda’s School of Dance’s Creative Movement students, ages 2½ to 4, performed
“Oodles of Poodles” during Saturday night’s Talent Extravaganza 2013 at the Lancaster Middle School
auditorium. They were among dozens of performers in the annual show, which is sponsored by the
Kilmarnock Museum as its major fundraiser of the year. See more photos online at RRecord.com. Photo
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

SOL ‘report cards’ released
by Audrey Thomasson
and Renss Greene
RICHMOND—The
Standards
of Learning (SOL) school division
report cards were released last Friday
and many area schools made passing grades with a couple of notable
exceptions.
Area school divisions receiving
full accreditation are Northumberland, Middlesex, Mathews and Richmond counties.
However, Lancaster County Public
Schools joins Westmoreland and
Essex divisions on the state list of
schools not meeting measurable
objectives. These schools were designated Accredited with Warning.
The percentage of fully accredited
schools in the state dropped sharply
with the introduction of rigorous
new reading, writing and science
SOL tests during 2012-13, as well
as a second year of more challenging
mathematics tests, said Charles Pyle,

See detailed Lancaster
and Northumberland
SOL scores on A4-5.
director of communications for the
Virginia Department of Education
(VDOE).
Virginia’s measurable objectives
take the place of the federal government’s annual yearly progress (AYP)
ratings, which were proving difﬁcult for high-performing schools to
reach every year.

Statewide results
According to Pyle, 77%, or 1,413,
of Virginia’s 1,828 public schools
received a Fully Accredited rating
for 2013-14 compared with 93% just
a year ago. The number of schools
receiving Accredited with Warning this year nearly quadrupled at
395. Six schools were denied state
accreditation because of chronically

Lancaster High School band director Robbie Spiers (left) and
ROTC instructor Chief Master Sergeant Jim Woods are ready
for a 7 a.m. start at Windmill Point Saturday.

RiverRide arrives
by Renss Greene

Bluff Point school turns 100
Stuart Kramer (right) shows off his restored 1929 Ford Model A Phaeton, which he drove to the Bluff
Point centennial celebration near Kilmarnock Saturday. The Phaeton is contemporary to Bluff Point
Graded School #3, in the background, which was built in 1913 and operated until 1933. Visitors to the
celebration viewed memorabilia from the days when the school was in operation and chatted with
several local authors who were present. The old school remains a center of community activity in the
Bluff Point neighborhood. See more photos on RRecord.com. Photo by Renss Greene
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Bicyclists from across the midAtlantic states will converge on the
Northern Neck this weekend, joining local riders for the annual Northern Neck River Ride.
Groups will leave from Windmill
Point on four routes that take them
all over the Northern Neck, stopping at Shiloh School, Rice’s Hotel,
the Morattico Waterfront Museum,
and Trinity Episcopal Church.
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Walk-up registration will be availble Saturday beginning at 6 a.m.
According to Cindi Huey of the
Lancaster by the Bay Chamber,
some bicyclists have registered from
as far away as Boone, North Carolina.
For fees and other information,
see riverride.org.
Motorists are reminded to be
especially observant this weekend
and share the road with the bicyclists.
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From left, Northumberland board of supervisors liaison Richard Haynie and planning
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on allowing tourist homes by right. “I would never have purchased a home that was
next to a motel, a tourist home, a rooming house…I purchased a home that was in a
community of like-minded people,” Morris said. Photo by Renss Greene
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Tourist home questions raised
continued from page A1
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association (HOA), gave voice
to the most common concern
at the hearing.
“Why would you deny
citizens of Northumberland
County the right to express
their views and positions on
the operation of a tourist home
in their community?” Kazenske asked. He and others also
expressed concerns about tourist homes driving down property values, bringing strangers into neighborhoods, and
whether the proposed zoning
law amendment would override the rules of HOAs that
prohibit commercial business
in the community.
Zoning administrator W. H.
Shirley Jr. explained that the
amendment would not override HOA rules, but that HOA
covenants must speciﬁcally
prohibit “short-term rentals,”
as they are not covered by the
“commercial” term.
Terry Dutcher of Reedville
told the planning commission
that she does not have the protection of an HOA. “I would
like to be protected by my
county knowing that the rules
are being enforced,” Dutcher
said.
Part-time resident Wayne
Goff told the commission that
he has been in property management for about 40 years.
“You would think that people
are going to rent their house
to gypsies and hobos,” Goff
said, speaking in support of the
amendment.
“The people that we deal
with are very high-quality people,” said Barbara
Roundtree, a property manager for a tourist home. Other
speakers also emphasized the
importance of tourism to the
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economy in Northumberland
County, which lists increasing tourism and tourism jobs
among its community development goals in its comprehensive plan.
“Listening to you all this
evening, I can think of ﬁve
different attitudes expressed
here,” planning commission
vice chairman Bill Kling said.
“It really shows that this is not
a simple issue, and it’s one that
this commission is going to
have to wrestle with for a while
before we make some recom-

Hearings
continued from page A1

like planners to recommend
speciﬁc criteria, such as set
backs and height limitations.
But if they choose not to make
recommendations, supervisors
will write their own, he said.
“The board believes there
is a by-right to this,” Jenkins
added.
According to Don Gill,
planning and land use director, supervisors are pushing to
eliminate fees and public hearings because they want higher
speed internet throughout the
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county.
Chairman David Jones
called for tabling the subject until the next meeting in
order for members to consider
options and talk to citizens.
In other business, members
began discussions on amending the subdivision ordinance
on unobstructed widths and
heights to roads in established
communities to ensure emergency vehicle access. The discussion is expected to continue
at next month’s meeting.

Glacier documentary
to be shown by CCL
A special showing of the
award-winning
documentary
“Chasing Ice” will be featured by
the nonpartisan Citizens Climate
Lobby (CCL) on Tuesday, October 1, starting at 7 p.m. at the
Northumberland Public Library

Q $49.00 Newspaper & PDF

in Heathsville.
“Chasing Ice” is the story of
James Balog and his team’s mission to show, using time-lapse
cameras, the disappearance of
mountains of ice. The camera
technique compresses years of
melting into seconds. To get these
images, Balog and his team had
to scale ice-faces and cliffs in
Iceland, Greenland and Alaska in
order to ﬁnd the perfect spots to
install the camera equipment.
According to the producer,
“The camera work in this movie
is like nothing ever seen before.
Viewers are privy to seeing glaciers in remote areas that will
never look the same again.”
All are welcome to attend this
special showing.
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Irvington town clerk Jackie
Burrell this week clariﬁed a portion of the town’s recently adopted
sign ordinance. The measure will
allow nonproﬁt organizations to
obtain a permit for the display
of temporary signs for up to 120
days (four months).
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mendation to the board. What
that recommendation will be, I
have no idea at this point.”
After the closing of the
public hearing, commissioners thanked attendees for their
passion and civility, and said
they would have to spend some
time working on the issue.
Chairman Parker suggested
a workshop for the October
meeting.
“I thought I had a lot of
questions, but I’ve got a lot
more right now,” said commissioner Chris Cralle.
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LANCASTER—A request
to rezone property that housed
a former seafood business in
Weems to a residential classiﬁcation was tabled last week
by the county planning commission.
Attorney Lee Stephens,
acting on behalf of Carters
Creek Cove LLC, the contract purchaser of the property, requested the delay after
learning that once the zoning
is changed to residential the
property could not automatically revert back to industrial.
“I just learned about this at
6:45 p.m...minutes before this
meeting,” Stephens said.
The property is at the end of
Johns Neck Road and is currently owned by W. F. Morgan
& Sons Inc. The seafood business ceased operations in the
early 2000s, before the company abandoned the property
and listed it for sale.
According to county planning and land use director Don
Gill, the contract purchaser
intends to use the property
for a single-family residence,
a use not permitted under the
current zoning designation of
industrial (M-1).
Both Gill and the planners
expressed mixed feelings
about a change in the land
use, preferring to see another
seafood business.
“My client is trying to purchase the property and stock
in the corporation,” said Ste-

phens. “I’d like to get approval
today...but we don’t want to
buy a corporation if we can’t
use it. For those of us who
grew up here, we would love
to get an oyster business back
up. I’d like to have hair, but
there are just some things that
aren’t going to happen.”
Stephens noted that much
of the land is impervious. “If
rain hits it, it’s just going to
skid off into Carters Creek,”
he said. Noting recent changes
to the area, he said the property is now better suited as
residential.
Planner David Chupp
questioned whether the commission should consider the
rezoning application since
there was not a ﬁrm contract
between the parties.
“The Morgans want it to
remain industrial,” Stephens
replied. “We need to go back
and make the contract contingent on rezoning.” He noted
his client could not proceed
if they could not work out a
plan.
“If the owners are not in
accord, we can’t take a request
for rezoning from someone
who does not own...or is not
the contract-purchaser of the
property,” said supervisor
Butch Jenkins, liaison to the
planning commission.
“We have their consent as
long as the property can convert back to M-1,” Stephens
said. He agreed to table the
request for a month in order
to talk to the parties involved.

State’s August revenue slips
August revenue collections
in Virginia decreased by 4.8%
from August of last year,
announced Gov. Bob McDonnell.
August is not a signiﬁcant
month for revenue collections, he noted, and on a yearto-date basis, total revenue
collections rose 3% through
August, ahead of the annual
forecast of 1.5%. Adjusting for the accelerated sales
tax program and the 0.125%
sales tax transfer required by
last session’s transportation
bill, total revenues grew 3.6%
through August, ahead of the
adjusted forecast of 1.4%
growth.
The decrease in August
revenue was driven by a 5.5%
decline in individual withholding payments; however,
that reduction was expected
following double-digit growth
in withholding collections in
July. This August also had one
less deposit day than August
of 2012. Additionally, sales
and use tax collections fell
5.6%, reﬂecting sales in July.
“The Commonwealth just
posted its fourth consecutive
budget surplus… the ﬁrst
time that has been achieved
during one gubernatorial
administration since Governor Allen’s term in the mid1990’s,”
Gov. McDonnell
said. “We are running ahead
of projections on a year-todate basis, and we continue

to make sound investments in
areas like transportation, higher
education, economic development and the Rainy Day Fund
that are crucial to both the ﬁscal
stability of state government
and the growth of the privatesector.”
The August revenue numbers
are available at www.ﬁnance.
virginia.gov/KeyDocuments/
RevenueRepor ts/FY20132014/2014ReportsList.cfm.
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SHERIFFS’ REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett reported
the arrest of ﬁve individuals
during the past week.
Felonies
Jervon Henderson, 25, of
Nuttsville Road was charged
September 19 with credit card
theft, credit card fraud, and
fraudulently receiving goods
or services valued at more than
$200.
Misdemeanors
A 40-year-old Chesapeake
Drive man was charged September 16 with failure to
appear in court.
A 39-year-old Heathsville
area man was charged September 18 with contempt of court.
A 32-year-old Kilmarnock
area man was charged September 19 with domestic assault
and battery.
A 51-year-old Rose Drive
woman was charged September 20 with issuing a bad
check.
Activity reports
September
16:
Staff
responded to a domestic disturbance (adult siblings) on
Lovers Lane, and checked
on the well-being of a White
Chapel Road resident at the
request of a concerned citizen (no emergency services
needed).
September
17:
Staff
responded with the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD)
to a burglary call on S. Main
Street (KPD handling investigation); received a destruction of property report from
the 2000 block of Morattico
Road (storm door, $50 loss);
responded to a destruction of
property call on Beechwood
Lane (incident had already
been reported); responded to
an E911 disconnect call on
Shalem Place (children playing
on the phone); responded with
Virginia State Police (VSP)
to a trafﬁc crash involving a
pedestrian in the 8200 block of
Mary Ball Road; notiﬁed the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed
trafﬁc control sign at Merry
Point and Devils Bottom roads;
destroyed an injured game
animal in the 9000 block of
Mary Ball Road; destroyed an
injured game animal on Pinckardsville Road; and responded
to Gill Road on a call from a
citizen who seemed confused
about a legal matter.
September
18:
Staff
responded with KPD to a disorderly conduct/mental health
emergency incident on Venable Avenue; received a walkin complaint of fraud (incident being handled by KPD);
responded to an E911 disconnect call on Old Saint Johns
Road (complaint involved an
intoxicated pedestrian); and
checked on the well-being of a
Keep Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed).
September 19: Staff notiﬁed VDOT of a large animal
carcass interfering with trafﬁc in the Kilmarnock/White
Stone corridor; responded
to a trespass complaint on
Wildﬂower Lane; responded
to multiple E911 disconnect
calls originating from a Taylors
Creek Road address (incorrect
E911 addressing problem);
responded to a suspicious vehicle complaint on Pine Circle
(subject reportedly sleeping
in a car for several nights; no
vehicle or person found at 3
a.m.); received a walk-in complaint of bad checks issued to a
local business; and responded
with VSP to a single-vehicle
trafﬁc crash on Old Orchard
Drive (no trafﬁc crash; driver
misjudged and drove into the
ditch).
September 20: Staff removed
heavy debris that was interfering with trafﬁc on Devils
Bottom Road; responded to
a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash
in the 3200 block of Weems
Road; notiﬁed VDOT of a large
animal carcass that needed to
be removed from the area of
the Norris bridge; received a
larceny report from Hodges
Lane (coins, gold bracelet
made with $10 gold coins,
$1,300 loss); and responded
with KPD to a crowd control
complaint at McDonalds.
September
21:
Staff
responded to a noise violation complaint on Nuttsville
Road; responded with KPD to
a hit-and-run crash complaint

Terrell Marvay Noel

CRIME
SOLVERS
Lancaster County
Crime Solvers is looking
for information on two
wanted suspects:
Terrell Marvay Noel is
wanted on a show cause/
probation violation. He
is described as a black
male, 37 years old, 6 feet
2 inches tall, 223 pounds,
black hair , brown eyes.
His last known address
was Gunter Lane, Weems.
Dwayne Lee Jackson is wanted for failure
to appear in court on a
charge of driving suspended (third offense).
He is described as a
white male, 34 years
old, 5 feet 11 inches
tall, 165 pounds, green
eyes, brown hair. His last
known address was 4665
Water View Road, Waterview.
If you have information
about Terrell M. Noel or
Dwayne Lee Jackson, call
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers at 804-462-7463.
You do not have to give
your name or appear in
court. If your information
is useful to law enforcement, you could receive a
reward up to $1,000.
Call Crime Solvers if
you have information on
wanted persons, drugs,
drug deals and dealers,
abuse to children and the
elderly, stolen property,
and any crime that is
taking place or has taken
place.

on N. Main Street; received a
personal property complaint
from a Sandlin Drive resident
(civil matter between the persons involved); responded to a
protective order violation complaint on James Wharf Road;
and responded with KPD to
Bellvue Road in connection
with a mental health emergency.
September
22:
Staff
responded with KPD and
VSP to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash on Harris Road in the
vicinity of William B. Graham
Court (original call was for
multiple ﬁre alarms at the
medical ofﬁce complex adjacent to RGH; ﬁrst responders
discovered power lines down
in front of the rescue squad
building; Harris Road was
closed at Irvington Road from
about 12:40 until 7 a.m. while
a power pole and lines were
repaired from damages caused
by the trafﬁc crash); responded
with KPD to the Quarters Cove
subdivision on a complaint of
golf carts being driven illegally
on the roadway; responded to
a destruction of property complaint on Twin Branch Road;
notiﬁed Richmond County
authorities of a motorist’s complaint of a reckless driver in
the Chinns Mill area headed
towards Warsaw; received a
motorist’s complaint of a reckless driver in the area of River
and White Chapel roads (no
ofﬁcer in position to intercept);
and responded to a domestic
disturbance call in the 2900
block of Black Stump Road
(female subject recovered her
personal property and left the
residence).
September
23:
Staff
responded to an assault call
(verbal incident) on Rappahannock Drive; responded to a
destruction of property report
on Kamps Mill Road; received
a sexual assault report; and
notiﬁed the game warden of a
walk-in complaint of someone
shooting an osprey in the Mollusk area.

The sheriff’s staff also conducted 17 trafﬁc stops during
the week, issued six summonses, assisted nine motorists, received six deer strike
reports, provided trafﬁc control once, responded to ﬁve
building alarms, processed
one mental health order and
received two calls for animal
control services.
Fire calls
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
a trafﬁc crash on Weems Road
and, with the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, to a
ﬁre alarm in the 16400 block
of Mary Ball Road and to a
ﬁre alarm and trafﬁc crash on
Harris Road.
The Kilmarnock VFD also
responded to a possible electrical ﬁre on Fawn Knoll Lane.
Northumberland County
Sheriff
Chuck
Wilkins
reported the arrest of 11 individuals during the past week.
Felonies
Tina Johnson Ashlock, 51,
of Farnham was charged September 16 with grand larceny
from the Callao Supermarket.
She was arrested by the Richmond County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
Samuel Lewis Johnson, 37,

Customers
alerted
about DMV
information
The Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) is warning its customers to be wary of
companies who call you claiming they can offer you cheaper
insurance rates based on information from your DMV record.
DMV does not sell insurance,
solicit the sale of insurance, or
release driver information for
marketing purposes.
“A few of our customers have
called us to let us know they
have received automated messages from insurance companies saying they are entitled to
a lower insurance rate based on
information from their DMV
records,” said DMV spokesperson Sunni Brown. “We thank
our concerned customers for
bringing these calls to our attention, and we want to make sure
all our customers are aware in
case they get a similar call.”
DMV is keenly aware of its
responsibility to ensure that the
information it maintains is used
only for the purposes authorized by law; in fact, Virginia
has some of the strictest privacy
laws in the country.
Virginia statutes stipulate
that driver and vehicle records
are privileged and are not available to the general public. DMV
may only release driver, vehicle
and personal information from
its records under speciﬁc conditions. Virginia statutes do not
permit DMV to release name
and address information for
marketing purposes.
By law, insurance companies
have access to limited DMV
data only under certain circumstances. An insurance company
could access information from
driving records only for a customer it insures or a potential
customer who reached out to
it inquiring about coverage.
Insurance companies also have
access to crash reports if the
crash involves a person or property they insure.
These calls are not unique
to Virginia DMV customers.
Customers from motor vehicle
agencies across the country
have received similar calls and
notiﬁed their state jurisdictions. Customers who receive
similar calls can report them to
DMV for further investigation.
Visit dmvNOW.com for contact
information.

of Heathsville was charged
September 17 on a direct
indictment from the Northumberland County Circuit Court
with possession with the intent
to distribute synthetic cannabinoids.
Christopher C. Dandridge,
28, of Callao was charged
September 21 with DUI (third
offense within 10 years),
refusal of the breath test and
reckless driving.
David L. Goetting, 53, of
Heathsville was charged with
malicious wounding.
Misdemeanors
A 26-year-old Kilmarnock
man was charged September
12 with failing to sterilize an
adopted dog.
A 42-year-old Heathsville
woman was charged September 16 with assault and battery
and damaging property.
A 27-year-old Heathsville
man was charged September
16 with being drunk in public.
A 30-year-old Farnham
woman was charged September 16 with petit larceny from
the Callao Supermaket. She
was arrested by the Richmond
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A 27-year-old Callao man
was charged September 18
with failing to appear in the
Richmond County General
District Court.
A 39-year-old Heathsville
man was charged September
18 with failing to appear in the
Lancaster County General District Court.
An 18-year-old Burgess man
was charged September 21
with assault and battery of a
minor.

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

&
Buy Silver and Gold
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

What she needs is in your hands:
the goodness of God.
Given the easy, simple opportunity to save and extend and enrich 3,000 to 4,500 lives for generations
to come, would you?
What if you could give $10.00
ENTRY FEE PER PERSON OR 
or $100.00 or more and give
THESE PEOPLE THE MOST BASIC OF
LIFES NECESSITIES CLEAN SAFE
DRINKING WATER
7ELL YOU CAN !ND WE ASK YOU TO DO JUST THAT

Walk for Water/Save Lives
)F YOU CAN WALK OR RUN WITH US ON 3ATURDAY /CTOBER
  GREAT )F YOU CANNOT BUT WANT TO
ADMIRABLY CONTRIBUTE GREAT AS WELL
Your funding THROUGH EITHER METHOD WILL BE SPREAD THROUGH EVERY
BOLT CLAMP HOSE SOLAR PANEL lLTER ETC IN A Living Water Sustainable Treatment System that will purify up to 10,000 gallons of
highly contaminated, disease-laden water daily, serving 3,000-plus
people, especially women and children, for many years to come.

#ALL 'LENN #OCKRELL AT   OR GO TO
WWWKILMARNOCKWALKFORWATERKINTERAORG
or www.watermissions.org

4HIRD !NNUAL 7ALK FOR 7ATER 3ATURDAY
th

October 12

2AIN DATE 3UNDAY /CTOBER th
New Bride?
Recent Anniversary?
call 435-1701
or email editor@rrecord.com
deadline is Tuesday @ noon

 !- UNTIL APPROXIMATELY  0- s 2EGISTRATION  TO 
'ATHER AND START 'RACE #HURCH 3OUTH -AIN 3TREET +ILMARNOCK
7ALK  MILE UP TO   MILES AS YOU ARE ABLE
)NDIVIDUALS #OUPLES &AMILIES 'ROUPS 4EAMS
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Lancaster SOL scores reflect
weakness in math at LPS, LHS,
all categories at middle school
by Audrey Thomasson
Individually, none of Lancaster’s schools met all of the objectives of
the state’s annual Standards of Learning test for 2012-13 and will need
to seek help to improve academic performance.
Lancaster Primary and Lancaster High schools each missed the
pass rate only in the math category. Lancaster Middle School failed to
meet objectives in all categories.
“All three schools in Lancaster have been given a rating of Accredited with Warning. In the state of Virginia, 395 schools have been
given this rating as well,” said John Tupponce, Lancaster schools’
executive director of educational programs.
“Dr. Wright, superintendent of instruction, and Mr. Foster of the
state board of education indicated... new standards are raising the
bar for children in Virginia. This type of readiness is an indicator that
students will be learning more while developing critical thinking and
problem solving skills,” he said.
Through collaboration with the Virginia Department of Education
Ofﬁce of School Improvement, the administration is increasing teacher
development and leadership through new data and instructional standards as well as facilitating an improvement plan and responding to
student interventions with focused opportunities, he explained.
“We’ve got good, hard-working teachers here... who keep up with
the rigor and standards. How do we help them grow and develop from
within?” he said. “We need to imbed that into the practice. We had
an instructional focus (with teachers) this summer so we’re trying to
continue that momentum.”
According to the report card, the division scores are:
Lancaster High School
Subject:
Pass rate:
English-all students
88
Black
79
White
96
Students w disabilities
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
79
Mathematics-all students 52
Black
40
White
61
Students w disabilities
27
Eco. disadvantaged
46
Writing-all students
82
Black
70
White
92
Students w disabilities
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
74
History-all students
67
Black
43
White
86
Students w disabilities
10
Eco. disadvantaged
51
Science-all students
73
Black
50
White
90
Students w disabilities
4
Eco. disadvantaged
54
Lancaster Middle (4-8 grade)
Subject:
Pass rate:
English-all students
55
Black
38
White
74
Students w disabilities
17
Eco. disadvantaged
43
Mathematics-all students 50
Black
38
White
66
Students w disabilities
19
Eco. disadvantaged
37
Writing-all students
42
Black
32

White
Students w disabilities
Eco. disadvantaged
History-all students
Black
White
Students w disabilities
Eco. disadvantaged
Science-all students
Black
White
Students w disabilities
Eco. disadvantaged

52
14
31
64
47
86
37
52
49
31
70
27
64

Lancaster Primary (3rd grade)
Subject:
Pass rate:
English-all students
73
Black
56
White
86
Students w disabilities
53
Eco. disadvantaged
62
Mathematics-all students 58
Black
40
White
72
Students w disabilities
40
Eco. disadvantaged
50
Writing-not tested
History-all students
80
Black
67
White
93
Students w disabilities
56
Eco. disadvantaged
73
Science-all students
74
Black
53
White
91
Students w disabilities
53
Eco. disadvantaged
63
(TF = Scores for Hispanic and
Asian students were deemed too
few for measuring but are included
in the totals.)
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LOTTSBURG—All
of
Northumberland’s
schools
met their accreditation benchmarks, although there are some
important notes.
Accreditation benchmarks
are calculated two ways: by
school year, and on a threeyear average. This means that
if a school has a dip in scores
one year, the three-year average can keep the school within
accreditation
benchmark
requirements. In the 2012-13

school year, Northumberland
High School saw a dip in math
scores that meant they rely
on the three-year average to
meet their benchmark for this
year. Northumberland Middle
School had a similar one-year
dip with English, as did Northumberland Elementary.
Although NHS relies on the
three-year average to pass in
math, and NMS and NES rely
on the three-year average to
pass in English, all schools in
Northumberland remain fully
accredited.

Oh me! Oh my! How time flies!
They grew from boys to
men in a jiffy.
This week they are turning 50!
They may live at different
ends of the county,
but when together,
they like to get rowdy!
Their careers complement
one another,
one’s a carpenter who can
build a home like no other!
Need a stove, fridge,
washer or dryer?
The other can sell you
what you desire!
Burgundy and Gold
runs in their blood!
Hail to the Redskins!
None of that Cowboy crud!
They both drive white trucks a Ford and a Chevy!
They aren’t brothers,
but boy, they are heavy!
Happy 50th With Love
From Your Families


Subject
English
Math
Writing
History
Science

continued from page A1

for full accreditation have
increased and high schools
must meet goals for improving
graduation rates,” she said.
The tests were redesigned
to measure how prepared
students are for the working
world and college, Pyle said.
“We expected to see some
drop-off in passing rates and
performance. We saw similar
drop-offs when we revised the
math exams. Those scores are
improving as students become
accustomed to new methodologies in the tests and teachers become more familiar,” he
said.

Pass rates
For a school now to earn full
accreditation, at least 75% of
students must pass reading and
writing SOL tests, and at least
70% must pass state assessments in mathematics, science and history. High schools
must also meet a benchmark
for graduation. Previously, the
reading and writing benchmark
in middle and high schools
was 70% and the required pass
rate in third grade science and
history was 50%.
Only 257 fully accredited
schools met the mathematics
benchmark based on achievement over three years compared with 750 the previous
year. Of the 395 schools on
Accreditation with Warning,
349 are warned in math including 224 warned in math alone.
Some 146 schools are
warned in English with 32 of
these warned in English alone.
Another 495 schools relied on
three-year averaging to meet
the benchmark for full accreditation.
Of 37 schools warned in science, eight elementary schools
are warned on science alone.
Another 82 schools relied on
three-year averaging to meet
benchmarks for full accreditation.

/MPQEVRSGO:MVKMRME

Local/State SOL passing rates comparison

SOL statewide report
Schools denied accreditation, or on Accredited with
Warning for three consecutive
years, are subject to the authority of the state’s newly created
Opportunity Educational Institution (OEI), which is empowered to manage the schools in
whatever manner it determines
will achieve full accreditation,
including conversion to charter schools or college laboratory schools.

Northumberland
70
68
64
81
80

Lancaster
62
51
55
67
64

State
75
71
76
85
81

SOL Report Cards
SOL scores reﬂect the student body as a whole and division by sub-groups of whites,
blacks, Hispanics, Asians, students with disabilities or language barriers and economically disadvantaged.
“A school can meet all of
the annual measurable objectives, but that doesn’t necessarily translate into being a
high-performing school,” said
Pyle. “If 90% of total students
pass the tests but only 51% of
African-Americans or Hispanics, that’s not a high-performing school.”
Accreditation is based on
the number of students passing the SOL tests and the percentage passing from the subgroups. Students begin taking
SOL tests in third grade and
continue through high school.

5D\&RUQLOVLQ%HQHÀW&RQFHUW
,UYLQJWRQ%DSWLVW&KXUFK
.LQJ&DUWHU'ULYH 5RXWH
6XQGD\6HSWHPEHUWK30
Edna Cralle Fisher

Celebrated her 100th Birthday
September 10, 2013
She presently resides in New Jersey with her daughters,
Victorine Brooks and Otelia Caster. Edna is the wife of
the late Theodore Fisher. She has two sons, Oneil and
Alvin Fisher of Weems. She is very grateful to all for their
thoughtfulness and birthday wishes.

Failing schools
Under the state’s SOL
accountability program, a
school that has been on academic warning for three consecutive years and fails to meet
state standards for a fourth
consecutive year can apply to
the State Board of Education
for conditional accreditation if
the local school board agrees
to reorganize the school’s leadership, staff, governance or
student population.

Northumberland SOL report cards
in; schools to focus on technology
by Renss Greene



When taking all demographics in all schools in Northumberland together, the division
tests below state averages in all
subject areas, from 12 percentiles in writing to only 1 percentage point in science.
Northumberland
school
superintendent Dr. Rebecca
Gates says some dip in scores
was expected this year because
of changing SOL tests.
“They now have technology-enhanced items on the
test, so students have to be
able to maneuver technology to answer a question,” Dr.
Gates said. Students must also
write their English essays on a
computer, and math tests may
now have more than one correct answer, all of which must
be marked. According to Dr.
Gates, last year’s school budget
included hiring a math coach
and specialist in anticipation of
this year’s dip in math scores.
Dr. Gates said the new tests
put more emphasis on critical thinking and technological
ability.
Dr. Gates says she expects
scores to pick back up as students and teachers adjust to the
new SOL requirements.
“We were so happy when
we heard there isn’t any new
test this year,” Dr. Gates said.
“They’re changing it for good
reasons, they’re raising the bar,
making it more difﬁcult, more
upper-level critical thinking.”
One of the biggest indicators affecting test scoring is
whether a student is economically disadvantaged, a group
that overlaps heavily with several other demographics. Economically disadvantaged stuSCORES, continued on page A5

BUILT IN

AMERICA*

LOCALLY

CHAIN SAWS STARTING AT $17995

TRIMMERS STARTING AT $16995

BG 55
HANDHELD
BLOWER

READY

SOLD

14995

$

Proven handheld blower
at an affordable price
Great for quickly cleaning driveways,
sidewalks and hard-to-reach places

FOR YOU
BLOWERS STARTING AT $14995

MS 251
CHAIN SAW

$

34995

18" bar †

Features great power-to-weight
ratio for quick work of firewood
cutting and around-the-home tasks

FREE WOODSMAN
CARRYING CASE

With purchase of an
MS 180 C-BE, MS 211 C-BE, MS 251 or MS 251 C-BE

Optional vacuum and gutter
kit attachments available
*A majority of STIHL powerheads are built in the United
States from domestic and foreign parts and components.

A $44.95 MAS-SRP.
Offer valid through 10/31/13
at participating dealers
while supplies last.

All prices are MAS-SRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last.
The actual listed guide bar length can vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. © 2013 STIHL MAS13-1042-109440-6

†

The Earth Store
544 North Main
Kilmarnock
804-577-4444

STIHLdealers.com
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Scores from Northumberland
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The Agenda

continued from page A4

Local Government News

dents often scored lower than
any other demographic except
for students who speak limited
English.
“We’re up to about 60%
of our students on free and
reduced lunch,” Dr. Gates
said. She said Northumberland
schools have a wide array of
programs to bring all students
up to speed, including extra
tutelage that is available.
“Our next step is going to

be to get more technology in
students’ hands,” Dr. Gates
said. She envisions one day
putting laptops in the hands of
all ninth-graders, which they
will use through high school.
This year, a group of English
students will be reading their
material on Kindles.
“I can tell you that being in
classrooms in Northumberland, I’m very impressed with
the teaching I’m seeing going

on,” Dr. Gates said. “We’re
deﬁnitely trying to reﬁne what
we’re doing. We’re trying to
incorporate more technology
into the instruction.
“I really feel that we’ve put
in additional personnel, additional services, and additional
programs to meet the needs of
our students.”
According to the report card,
the Northumberland division
scores are:

Northumberland High
Subject:
Pass rate:
English - All students
85
Black
79
White
96
Hispanic
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
75
Mathematics - All students 61
Black
55
White
67
Hispanic
53
Eco. disadvantaged
49
Writing - All students
78
Black
70
White
89
Hispanic
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
67
History - All students
83
Black
70
White
93
Hispanic
83
Eco. disadvantaged
73
Science - All students
87
Black
75
White
94
Hispanic
85
Eco. disadvantaged
79

Northumberland Middle
Subject:
Pass rate:
English - All students
69
Black
51
White
78
Hispanic
77
Eco. disadvantaged
54
Mathematics - All students 71
Black
58
White
79
Hispanic
69
Eco. disadvantaged
60
Writing - All students
50
Black
31
White
58
Hispanic
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
43
History - All students
75
Black
59
White
83
Hispanic
83
Eco. disadvantaged
62
Science - All students
72
Black
54
White
82
Hispanic
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
61

Northumberland Elementary
Subject:
Pass rate:
English - All students
66
Black
50
White
75
Hispanic
87
Eco. disadvantaged
57
Mathematics - All students 69
Black
48
White
81
Hispanic
88
Eco. disadvantaged
56
Writing - All students
64
Black
44
White
79
Hispanic
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
52
History - All students
88
Black
83
White
92
Hispanic
TF
Eco. disadvantaged
84
Science - All students
76
Black
67
White
82
Hispanic
75
Eco. disadvantaged
67
(TF: Too few students in this group
to draw an average.

Rabies Awareness Week is declared
The Virginia Veterinary
Medical Association (VVMA)
has partnered with the Virginia
Department of Health (VDH)
to sponsor a statewide effort to
raise rabies awareness September 23-29.
Each year, the two organizations join forces to sponsor
Rabies Awareness Week and
bring attention to the deadly
disease, which is caused by a

virus that attacks the nervous
system. Rabies is commonly
found in Virginia’s wildlife,
especially in certain wild animals such as raccoons, skunks
and foxes. It is important to
remember that any mammal
can get rabies, meaning it is
essential for people to know
how to protect themselves and
their animals.
One of the best ways to pro-

tect both people and pets from
rabies is to visit your veterinarian to ensure all vaccinations
are up to date. Also:
s !PPRECIATE WILDLIFE FROM A
distance.
s $O NOT ADOPT A WILD ANIMAL
as a pet.
s +EEP PETS ON YOUR OWN
property.
s +EEP PET FOOD AND GARBAGE
inside.

LANCASTER—County
supervisors will discuss
available funding alternatives for an additional school
nurse at tonight’s meeting,
September 26. The meeting
begins at 7 p.m. in the board
meeting room of the County
Administration Building in
Lancaster Courthouse.
Presentations
on
the
docket include recognition
of Nan Flynn as a Master
Deputy Commissioner of
Revenue and a presentation
from Habitat for Humanity. Supervisors will consider bids for repairs to the
Kilmarnock waste disposal
facility off Irvington Road.

Donate Your Boat
to
The Kiwanis Club of the
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.
UÀi>ÌÊÌ>ÝÊ`i`ÕVÌÊLiiwÌ
UÀiiÊ«VÕ«
U >ÌÃÊLiiwÌÊ>Ài>ÊÞÕÌ
Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Girls just want to have FUN at...

T-Town Tack’s 7th Annual

Lawn & garden Ladies Night Out After Hours
advice available
Free Massages | Light Refreshments
The Northern Neck Master
Gardeners have a help desk
available for gardening and
lawn questions from 9 a.m. to
noon. On Mondays, call Westmoreland Extension at 4938924; Tuesdays, Northumberland Extension, 580-5694; and
Thursdays, Lancaster Extension, 462-5780.

Thursday, September 26
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Door Prizes | Giveaways
Register to win a pair of Dansko Shoes
Look at new Fall Carhartt Products!

SALE 10 - 75% OFF!
1251 Tappahannock Blvd. | Tappahannock VA
(804) 443-4614 | www.t-towntack.com

Stop by T & J’s DAIRY
RY BARN
to meet the

Chiles’ Racing Team
SATURDAY, SEPTEMER 28
NOON – 4 P.M.
Help in the RACE TO END HUNGER – bring a
non-perishable food item for the local Food Pantry and
get 10% off your food order (ice cream excluded).
Fresh Homemade Pizza, Sandwiches,
Salads and much more
nä{{xÎ{{xxÊUÊÇ£nÊiÃÃiÊ Õ«ÌÊiÀ>ÊÜÞ°ÊUÊ ÕÀ}iÃÃ

It’s Native Plant Day
this Saturday at...

10-10-10

40 lb. Bag

10-10-10

20% Off
Chimes

*styles vary

30% Off

All Messina Deer &
Animal Repellents

50 lb. Bag

$34.99

20% off

$10.99

Fertilizer

Kentucky 31
Grass Seed

ALL NATIVE PLANTS & ALL
TREES & ALL SHRUBS

OR
Buy 3 - at regular price

Get 1 FREE!*

Hummingbird
Supplies

Authorized Stihl Dealer
And
Blue Buffalo Retailer

Page’s Seed Packs

Buy 1 & Get 2 - FREE

*equal to lowest priced item

30% off

20% Off

Limit 2 per customer

Knock Out Roses - 3 Gal.
&
Select Pond Supplies

40% Off

Selected Hand Tools
*styles vary

Pansies & Mums
Buy 3
Get 1 FREE!

10DLQ6WUHHW.LOPDUQRFN9LUJLQLD
72//)5((
www.theEarthstore.net

50% Off
All Hats

*styles vary

Select Pottery

50% OFF
Now Open Sundays 10-3

Prices valid Saturday, September 28.
Offer not valid in conjunction with other offer.
In stock merchandise only. While supplies last.
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Focal Point

Action needed
to improve school
management

Saddleback caterpillar on Marshalls Beach in Edwardsville

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 26, 1913,
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Big Oyster Catch
The first ten days of the tonging season
shows the biggest catch in years. Two men
and a boy caught in one day a hundred bushels of seed oysters on the James, selling at
10 cents a bushel. 20 to 30 bushels of big
oysters can be caught below the seed beds
by the same crew, selling at 25 to 30 cents.
On the Rappahannock one tonger can
catch from 10 to 14 bushels, worth 35 to
40 cents a bushel, while two men and a cull
boy can catch 30 bushels a day. The police
are active in seeing that the cull law is
observed.

September 26, 2013
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Frank Oliver left Monday night to resume
his studies at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg.
Fish Commissioner Lee was in Washington this week looking after Virginia’s fish
interest at the Governor’s Conference.

Ocran
Mrs. J. Winegar returned Monday from
Baltimore accompanied by Miss Lottie
Towles of that city.
Mrs. J. F. Bellows, Miss Fannie Bellows,
Lorenzo Bellows and Whitfield Moore have
returned from a trip to Baltimore.

Lancaster Courthouse

School opened here on Monday last with
a fairly good attendance. The building is
Caught On The Fly
being enlarged and will be when finished
A. E. Potter and T. J. Downing, of upper
both attractive and convenient.
Lancaster, were in Baltimore this week.
Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs left Monday for their
Capt. E. W. Long, of Irvington, was in
home in Washington, after a three weeks’
Fredericksburg Thursday on business.
visit to relatives in Lancaster county.
Geo. E. Lewis, of Millenbeck, is in NorMrs. Phil Gresham, who has been
folk this week attending joint session of
extremely ill the past week, is much
Postmaster’s Convention of Virginia and
improved at this writing. Miss Mae Diller, a
North Carolina Associations.
trained nurse, is with her.
Steamer Calvert, taking the Middlesex’s
Sam Downing left Saturday to resume
place, was loaded with humanity and canned studies at Richmond Medical College.
goods Monday for Baltimore. Capt. Hart
Mrs. Mary Davenport and Miss Esther
and officers managed to place the crowd
Davenport spent Saturday and Sunday at the
comfortably.
Village with Mrs. Edward Stakes.
Gilliam Davenport leaves shortly for
Irvington
Richmond College to study pharmacy there.
Capt. Rufus Milligan was here for several Jno. Davenport is now at the University of
days this week.
Virginia. Oscar Chilton is a student at the
F. A. Gunby & Son’s store is getting on
Medical College, Richmond.
the electric light line.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunDon’t forget the entertainment tonight
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
(Thursday) at the opera house.
and Library)

More than $45,000,000 will
be spent on educating our children in the primary, secondary
and high schools this year and
the past two years. What are the
results? Each school has failed
one or more standard test, even
though management knew
three years ago that the standards and testing were going
to change, but failed to prepare teachers. No plans were
presented for improving the
education of our children until
the 9th of this month, after the
test results were known. Lancaster schools are ranked in
the 12 lowest of all 132 school
districts in Virginia. Disgraceful. There is poor management
taking place at your school
board.
I have attended most Lancaster school board meetings,
regular, special or budget
work-up, in the past year.
When citizens and parents
speak of their concerns, little
is done to address matters. In
fact, the current superintendent
diverts attention to his proposal to build new schools, or
by blaming the press for lack of
support, or the board of supervisors for insufﬁcient funding.
The school board cried lack of
funds for a nurse in 2014, but
didn’t use over $900,000 they
already had.
A change was made by not
renewing the superintendent’s
contract. But this was the
board that hired him, not doing
due diligence or showing good
judgment.
Actions needed to get our
schools and children back on
track include: electing Dr.
Westbrook in District 5; hiring
a consultant to assist the school
board in selecting a manager
for superintendent; improving
relations with the press and
county supervisors, who have
had to step in to prevent total
funds bungling; and by supporting John Tupponce and the
principals.
George Bott,
Lancaster

Presidential
responsibility?
Whenever something signiﬁcant has gone wrong over
the last ﬁve years, President
Obama has either placed the
blame on former President
George W. Bush or declared
that he (Obama) is not responsible because he was on vacation, on the golf course, or no
one told him about the problem
(and no one is responsible for
not telling him about the problem). Apparently, Obama does
not apply the same set of standards of performance to himself and his advisors that he has
repeatedly applied to former
President Bush.
As a leader, “being incharge” should mean knowing
what is going on and always
assuming responsibility for

one’s performance as well as
the performance of the people
who are employed to carry out
the directions of the leader. The
federal government is large,
too large to know everything
that goes on. However, as president, Obama is responsible for
appointing subordinates who
are motivated and competent to
carry out their responsibilities
and to ensure those they lead in
turn perform in an appropriate
manner. When something signiﬁcant goes wrong, it should
be apparent where the responsibility rests. President Obama
appears to have rejected this
concept.
We have learned that no one
is responsible for the Libyan
scandal, not the president, the
Secretary of State or any of his
or her subordinates. No one
is responsible for the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) scandal, or the National Security
Administration (NSA) scandal,
and the Fast and Furious scandal, as well as other important
but lesser known scandals. This
situation would be laughable if
it were not so serious.
Apparently, we have a president who is not responsible for
being president.
Garey Conrad,
Urbanna

Act fast to
improve schools
I am puzzled when I read
and hear that there is plenty of
time to improve the Lancaster
County school system in order
to get off the “Accreditation
with Warning” list. The fact of
the matter is that being on this
list means that the students in
this county are receiving a subpar education today – that’s
how we got the “warning.” We
must act fast to remedy this situation and provide our students
a decent shot at qualifying for a
job, additional training or education. There is not plenty of
time.
The incumbents on the
school board appear to have
been complacent about performance, or the lack thereof, in
the schools. This has allowed
the downslide which resulted
in the current unsatisfactory
situation. We desperately need
new blood on the board.
The upcoming election is
the opportunity to replace an
incumbent with someone who
will not be satisﬁed until our
schools achieve excellence.
Robert Westbrook can and will
provide the energy and frank
assessment needed for this
task. Help our students now
- vote for Bob Westbrook in
November.
Robert E. Denton,
Weems

In healthcare, the
problem is the plan

Two weeks ago there was
a letter submitted by a writer
alleging that some people want
to defund Obamacare because
they want President Obama to
fail. I for one have no objective

to see President Obama fail. I
do however have very different
ideas than he on how our government operates. For the purposes of this letter I will stick
to Obamacare.
I want to see Obamacare
defunded because the beneﬁts
alleged by the president and the
Democratic Party-controlled
Congress have proven false.
1. The cost of healthcare
will go down when the bill is
passed. False: it has risen at a
greater rate.
2. You can keep your present plan if you like it. False:
employers are opting out and
the cost is going up.
3. There will be exchanges
so you can choose which is
best for you. False: many states
are opposed to the exchanges
and are not offering them.
4. The pool of participants
will be the reason for lowering
cost. False: the penalty for not
signing up is cheaper than the
plan cost. The pool is shrinking
due to all of the waivers issued
to those who oppose the plan.
The ideas that would have
actually lowered costs, such as
limiting damages and having
the ability to purchase from
any company rather than stateby-state limits, were omitted
because of the political contribution stream to the Democratic Party from the Bar Association and insurance companies.
Now, the unions are even
against it. Congress, all the
government agencies and
many groups have received
waivers so they don’t have to
join in. Seems like they ﬁnally
read it after it was passed, to
paraphrase Ms. Pelosi, and
they don’t like it.
Nefarious reasons are not
the problem. The problem is
the plan.
Al Hall,
Reedville

Supporting Fleet
In 1975, we moved to Lancaster County and were glad
that our two children would be
enrolling in Lancaster County
schools because most everyone considered the Lancaster
County school system, with
Alexander Fleet as superintendent, to be the best in the area.
We, along with our children,
feel that they received a ﬁrstclass education that served
them well through college and
into their careers.
During the years that I operated the local radio station, I
was involved with Mr. Fleet
primarily through broadcasting
Lancaster High School sports.
I found him to be cooperative,
honest and sincere in his dedication to the schools and the
students.
I believe that he is still sincere, capable and dedicated to
providing the best education
for the children of Lancaster
County and I strongly support
his reelection to the Lancaster
County School Board.
Dean Loudy,
Kilmarnock

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

ne of the Northern Neck’s most beloved
history devotees died earlier this year.
She was Pat McGinniss, whose life centered around King George County. Pat was
an avid promoter of tradition. She knew and
understood the importance of history as few
people do, and she always found time in her
own busy life to spread that enthusiasm to
everyone she met.
Pat graduated from Mary Washington
College, and obtained a master’s degree in
education from The University of Virginia.
She taught in King George and Colonial
Beach schools, but was most widely known
for her long service in the electoral process
in King George County. She was ﬁrst Assistant Registrar of Voters, then Registrar, and
ﬁnally in retirement a member of the Electoral Board and an Ofﬁcer of Election.
Through the electoral process, Pat came
to know virtually everyone in King George
County. Her ofﬁce was a welcoming introduction to the area for newcomers, and a
bastion of electoral integrity. Pat was a perfectionist in everything she did, and no detail
was too small for her personal attention. Her
ofﬁce was a model of professionalism and
courtesy. On election days she would be

Pat was aware that our heritage was slipping away, and
she hoped by being active
in the historic preservation
movement, she could contribute to a wider understanding of the importance
of preserving the legacy of
the past.
readily recognizable driving her large car
from precinct to precinct to be certain that
all the procedures were in good order.
Beyond King George, Northern Neck
residents came to know her through her
enthusiastic participation in events related
to the region’s history. For many years she
served diligently as the vice president for
King George of The Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society. Her family roots
and those of her late husband, Richard, pro-

duced in her a profound love of all aspects
of history. She read constantly, and attended
meetings up and down the Neck.
Pat was aware that our heritage was slipping away, and she hoped by being active
in the historic preservation movement, she
could contribute to a wider understanding of
the importance of preserving the legacy of
the past. She was particularly sad to see the
venerable mansion at Willow Hill be lost to
history, and she was encouraged by the formation of the King George Historical Society. She could not comprehend how anyone
could fail to recognize the signiﬁcance of
preserving the past as a guideline for the
present and a beacon for the future.
Religion was vital to Pat. She was a committed Christian, and everyone who encountered her understood that her faith was the
bedrock of her being. She enjoyed talking
about church, and participating in every
form of church activity. That faith served
her well during the prolonged stages of
Richard’s ﬁnal illness.
Toward the end of his life she took him
for a long weekend to Williamsburg, both
to experience the multifaceted presence of
history in the colonial capital and more par-

ticularly to discuss with him how she should
proceed to learn how to be able to live alone
after his passing. That experience was typical of Pat; she always was prepared.
Over the years many in the lower Northern
Neck have thought of the Neck as encompassing only the four lower counties. Pat
thought differently. For her the Northern
Neck was all the land between the Potomac
and Rappahannock rivers from the Chesapeake Bay through Stafford County. Indeed
her vision in that regard mirrored that of
Sen. Robert O. Norris Jr., who, in founding The Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society in 1950, deﬁned the Neck as
including Stafford County. Pat represented
that inclusive approach, and she viewed her
involvement in the Historical Society as her
contribution to the extension of that position.
In all of her tasks Pat was exemplary both
as a leader and a worker. She always gave
her all, and asked only what more she could
do. In our time she was one of the Northern
Neck’s ﬁnest, although her natural humility
would make her the last to admit it.
Patricia Smith McGinniss, March 13,
1934 – March 22, 2013. R.I.P.

/MPQEVRSGO  :MVKMRME













RAPPAHANNOCK
RECORD



7ITXIQFIVA7

Two candidates
attend forum

For Breaking News in the Northern NeckÊUÊRRecord.com

by Lloyd N. Hill

Do You Remember?
This photo, taken in 1958, pictures the former Safeway grocery store at the present
location of Tri-Star Supermarket. “Do You Remember?” is a public service of the
Kilmarnock Museum.

Our Artesian Aquifers
Presented by the Northumberland Association for Progressive Stewardship (NAPS)
- ﬁrst in a series
by Lynton Land, PhD
The artesian aquifers beneath
Northumberland County are
between 200 and 900 feet
below the land surface. About
75% of the people in the county
derive their water from either
private or public wells drilled
into these aquifers. They provide good, safe water except
for a high sodium content that
increases toward Windmill
Point. But the critical problem
that must be addressed now is
that the supply of potable water
is ﬁnite and shrinking.
The water we pump from
deep wells once fell as rain
on the Northern Neck east of
Fredericksburg, and slowly
percolated down, across several relatively impermeable
layers (conﬁning layers, or
aquitards), all the while ﬂowing eastward (seaward) at
depths of hundreds of feet.
This is a very slow process,
and thus the water we use today
is many thousands of years old.
Although abundant rain still
falls in the recharge area today,
we are pumping the water out
of the deep aquifers far faster
than nature can replenish it.
All hydrogeologists agree
that there is little or no recharge
of the aquifer today. The closest wells to Northumberland
County for which long-term
monitoring data exist are at
Montross and Kilmarnock,
where water levels have
declined about 50 feet since
1967 when measurements
began.
Many wells near sea level
once discharged water at the
land surface, based on local
remembrances. Prior to extensive drilling in the last century,
the deep aquifers were “full
to the brim,” with the “brim”
being the elevation of the land
surface east of Fredericksburg.
Because the tops of wells near
sea level in Northumberland
County are at lower elevations
than the “brim,” water ﬂowed
out of wells under pressure.
No pumps were needed. This
“artesian” ﬂow stopped about
the middle of the last century,
soon after deep drilling became
commonplace.
At Montross, the top of the
artesian aquifer is about 400
feet below the land surface

This hydrograph, or plot of water level in the monitored
well at Montross with time, shows an average decrease in
water level of 1.3 feet per year between 1966 and 2012.

and the water level is currently at a depth of about 185
feet. Hydrogeologists recommend that aquifers never be
dewatered or else they will be
irreparably damaged by collapse. Dewatering occurs when
the water level drops below the
top of the aquifer, and a “management level” at 80% of the
depth to the top of the aquifer
is recommended for safety. In
this case, water should not be
withdrawn after it reaches a
depth of 320 feet.
Thus we can crudely estimate how long the water
should last. 320 – 185 = 135
feet of water remaining. If the
remaining water is used at the
same rate as it has been for the
past 32 years, the water will be
gone in about a century.
Lowering of water levels
in deep wells is a regional
phenomenon and large withdrawals of water in areas surrounding the Northern Neck
affect local water levels. It is
common sense that the largest users (industry and large
municipalities) are the cause
of most of the regional water
level decline. According to the
2010 Regional Water Supply
Plan produced by the Northern
Neck Planning District Commission, “Recent accounting
of total ground water withdrawal from the Northern Neck
was approximately 4.4 million
gallons per day (mgd). In comparison, total ground water
withdrawals from the Middle
Peninsula [mostly by the West
Point paper mill] and Southern
Maryland were 27 and 43 mgd,
respectively.”

Declining water levels in
deep wells is not the only concern. Saline water is intruding from the east and south
as the fresh water is pumped
out. The deeper we drill, the
saltier is the artesian water.
“Saline intrusion,” or increasing salt content in wells over
time, is not just a theoretical
prediction, but can already be
documented in wells near the
coastline, in Virginia Beach,
for example.
As water is withdrawn the
rocks compact and the land
surface sinks. In our case,
local land subsidence due to
water withdrawal exacerbates
the problem of regional land
subsidence and rising sea level
due to global warming.
Children being born today
will live to see more frequent
instances of wells going dry or
becoming salty as we continue
to deplete our deep groundwater reserves at today’s rate
of pumping. As the population increases, and demand for
water increases, the situation
can only worsen unless we take
action.

Two of the three candidates for
the school board seat in District
5 attended the NAACP public
forum on schools September 17
at the Bank of Lancaster, Northside Branch, in Kilmarnock. The
third candidate, William Smith,
agreed to come but did not attend.
Incumbent Alex Fleet and
challenger Dr. Robert Westbrook
presented their views on the
schools to a full house of a very
attentive and engaged audience
that included Dr. Lukich, Mr.
Tupponce and Mrs. Alicia Carter
from the school board ofﬁce and
Mr. Palin, primary school principal.
The two candidates picked
numbers for starting position and
Mr. Fleet spoke ﬁrst. He began
by stating that he is a life-long
resident of the county, a former
county school superintendent and
current member of the school
board. Among other items, he
stated that he was the one that
suggested school uniforms for
our system and that he advocated
for the addition of a math and
reading teacher to the curriculum. He said he is fair and impartial and pointed to Mr. Palin and
Mrs. Sandra Smyre as two of his
hires. He said an educator should
be on the school board. He said
he believes in a ﬁrst-rate educational curriculum that is current,
challenging and motivating. He
advocated a committee of volunteers to help students.
Dr. Westbrook began by
mentioning the handout that he
distributed entitled “Lancaster
County Public Schools accredited with warning.” He said the
school is required to develop a
three-year school improvement
plan.
He outlined his seven-point
plan that included: public participation in meetings; qualiﬁed
members with volunteers to assist
with parent permission; selecting
the best school board possible;
school board input in budget process; develop a program that helps
students have a full day instead
of traveling two hours each day;
implement a chain of command
to monitor school board meetings; and engage in conversation
to improve our schools.
Questions and answers followed in such areas as the school
budget, fairness in discipline and
having a more diverse instructional staff.
The NAACP branch passed
out important information and
dates to be voter ready for this
election:
s +NOW YOUR POLLING PLACE AND
have proper ID.
s 6OTE ABSENTEE STARTING 3EPtember 20.
s ,AST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN
this election is October 15, 2013.
s ,AST DAY TO VOTE ABSENTEE BY
mail is October 29, 2013.
* Last day to vote absentee in
person is November 2, 2013.

35 S. Main Street
Kilmarnock

GOP Oyster Roast
Saturday, Oct. 5
2 - 5 p.m.
Cowart Seafood
All-You-Can-Eat Oysters (raw or steamed)
Seafood Chowder
Hot Dogs
Drinks
Adult Beverages (for an additional fee)
$30 for adults
$5 for children 7-12 yrs.
Children under 7 free
Call (804) 580-8313 for ticket info

Live Music by the Southern Gentlemen
Other activities: silent auction and quilt raffle.
Invited to attend: candidates Govenor Ken Cuccinelli,
Lt. Gov. E. W. Jackson, and Attorney General Mark
Obenshain. Senators Ryan McDougal, Richard H. Stuart,
and 99th District Delegate Margaret Ransone
will be attending.
For more information, call George Beckett at (804) 580-5179
Paid for and authorized by Northumberland County Republican committee
in the mother county of Virginia’s beautiful Northern Neck

Show off your Toes!
Fungus nail sufferers can now get relief.
Introducing the Cutera Genesis Plus®
laser that clears fungus nails without
surgery, drugs or downtime.
For an appointment call

Dr. Ronald M. Landess, Podiatrist
804-443-6400

Happy 50th To Our Favorite Son
Jo
e
H
u
dnall
10¢
September 25, 1963

YOUR LETTERS
Teachers, students
at LMS appreciated
The ﬁrst weeks of school at
Lancaster Middle School have
been exciting. Once the students arrived on September 3rd
their smiles and enthusiasm
brought life to the building.
Our teachers have worked diligently to create classrooms and
hallway bulletin boards that
are engaging. The atmosphere
has been student-centered, and
every morning is ofﬁcially
started with a school-wide
chant, ‘All Kids, All Day!’
We are so proud of our students and so thankful for the
amazing teachers that we
have at LMS. Teachers have
planned and prepared quality
instruction and engaging lessons and have taught lessons
that role-model appropriate
behaviors to support our R3

program in order to get the year
kicked off in a positive way.
They have worked outside of
school hours, in evenings and
on weekends, to be sure that
student needs are being met
and their dedication to your
children is apparent. We want
to thank them for their time
and effort.
We also want to thank our
students for taking pride in
their school and for being the
best they can be each and every
day. We are enjoying getting to
know all of our students and
families; please feel free to stop
by the school and visit or contact us at any time. If you see a
teacher or a student in the community, please take a moment
to thank them for working hard
at teaching and/or learning.
Mike Daddario, Jessica Davis,
Kelvin Evans
Lancaster Middle School

Love,
Mom
& Dad
Article appeared in Richmond Times Dispatch on 9-28-63
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Annual GOP Oyster Roast
planned in Northumberland

Accident interrupts power
From left, Bruce Soles of Dominion Power and Derek
Shipman work the scene after a blue Mazda Miata hit
a utility pole in Weems Friday afternoon. The pole was
snapped in half, cutting off power to Weems from about
4 p.m. until late in the evening. Campbell Presbyterian
Church’s BBQ fundraiser, which was scheduled for the
same night, proceeded by candlelight.

The
Northumberland
County Republican Committee will host its annual oyster
roast from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday, October 5, at Cowart
Seafood, 755 Lake Landing
Drive, Lottsburg.
The menu includes all the
local oysters you can eat
(raw or steamed), seafood
chowder, hot dogs with all
the fixings and more. Beer
($3), and wine ($4) will be
available.
Tickets for adults are $30,
for kids 7 to 12, $5 and for
kids under 7, free. Tickets
may be obtained from Helen
Dillon, 580-8313, or at the
door.
Ticket holders also will
enjoy live music of the
Southern Gentlemen, who
specialize in classic country music. Other activities
include a silent auction and a
raffle for a quilt crafted by a

Voter registration deadline
nears for November 5 election
by Audrey Thomasson
Time is running out for
citizens to register to vote in
Virginia’s statewide general
election on November 5. The
registration deadline is 5 p.m.
October 15. Anyone who has
changed their residence since
the past election also must
update their registration by the
deadline.
The State Board of Elections now allows citizens to
register online at www.sbe.
virginia.gov. All that is needed
is to enter a valid Virginia
driver’s license number. Residents may register in person at

their local registrar’s ofﬁce.
In Lancaster, the registrar’s
ofﬁce is at 8311 Mary Ball
Road in Lancaster Courthouse. Contact registrar Susan
Jett at 462-5277. In Northumberland, the registrar’s ofﬁce
is at 7154 Northumberland
Highway in Heathsville. Contact registrar Kathy Goddard
at 580-4655.
In November’s statewide
election, voters will choose
a new governor, lieutenant
governor and attorney general. The delegate seat for the
99th district, held by Margaret
Ransone, is also on the ballot
and is uncontested.

In Lancaster, voters in District 1 and District 5 will vote
for county supervisor and
school board member. The
only contested seat is for the
District 5 school board with
candidates Dr. Robert Westbrook and Bill Smith challenging incumbent Alex Fleet.
In Northumberland, seats
in District 2 and District 3
are uncontested for county
supervisor and school board
member. Four candidates are
seeking election to the eightyear term for Clerk of the
Circuit Court: Karen Allison, Deborah Bingham, Ellen
Douglas and Thomas Tomlin.

Workshop set on land use study
around Patuxent River air station
The public is invited to participate in a presentation and
roundtable discussion of the
Joint Land Use Study (JLUS),
which addresses compatibility planning for the areas surrounding Naval Air Station
Patuxent River (NAS PAX).
The Tri-County Council for
Southern Maryland, in cooperation with regional planning
organizations including the
Mid-Shore Regional Council, Tri-County Council of the
Lower Eastern Shore, Northern
Neck Planning District Commission, local jurisdictions,
and other agencies and organizations, is conducting the land
use to identify current and/or
potential land use issues that
could impact the air station’s
missions and operations and
develop recommendations to
mitigate or prevent the issues
identiﬁed.
The study’s objective is to
develop a set of recommendations that will guide compatibility planning around NAS
PAX to accommodate new
growth and economic development, protect public health and
safety, and sustain the operational missions of the base. The
JLUS will explore how NAS

PAX and local jurisdictions
might work together through
enhanced communication and
coordination to best achieve
the mutual goals of all stakeholders.
The ﬁrst set of workshops
will be held throughout the
region in four different locations, and each workshop will
be tailored to the speciﬁc location it is being conducted in.
The Northern Neck region
workshop will be held for
Northumberland and Westmoreland counties on Tuesday,
October 1, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Northern Neck Planning
District Commission Regional
Center, 457 Main Street,
Warsaw.
The JLUS will assess 24
compatibility factors (manmade and natural factors), such
as noise, alternative energy
development,
interagency
coordination, and vertical
obstructions.
The public is encouraged to
attend this workshop and learn
more about the planning process and provide their input
on the issues relevant to the
JLUS. To develop a plan that is
responsive to local needs, it is
critical to obtain input from the

community.
For more information, visit
the project’s website at www.
paxjlus.com or contact Katrina
Tucker, AICP, Director of
Regional Planning, Tri-County
Council for Southern Maryland, 301-274-1922.

Aeronautical
group pays
tribute to local
AF flying ace
The September 19 meeting
of the local Chapter of the
Virginia Aeronautical Historical Society remembered the
heroic accomplishments of
the late Arval James (Robie)
Roberson, retired Colonel
in the U.S. Air Force and a
former member of the group.
Col. Roberson served in
three wars: World War II,
Korea and Vietnam. He ﬂew
76 combat missions in World
War II and became a ﬂying
ace, destroying six conﬁrmed enemy aircraft. He
ﬂew 100 missions in Korea
in P-51 Mustangs and 26
combat support missions in
Vietnam. Overall, he ﬂew 20
different aircraft and accumulated 4,000 ﬂying hours.
His awards include the Distinguished Flying Cross with
three Oak Leaf Clusters
(OLC), the Bronze Star, and
the Air Medal with 15 OLCs.
He was a member of the
American Fighter Ace’s Association and the Order of the
DAEDALIANS chartered by
Gen. Billy Mitchell in 1921.
The chapter continues to
meet at noon on the third
Thursday of each month for
lunch and a presentation of
informative aviation programs. Everyone interested
in aviation is invited to join
the members at the Pilot
House Restaurant adjacent to
Hummel Airport in Saluda.
Future planned programs will
be announced.

G O T T H E I T C H TO
PLACE AN AD?
M a i l @ R Re c o r d . c o m

well-known local quilter.
The 2013 Virginia gubernatorial ticket candidates for
governor, Ken Cuccinelli,
lieutenant governor, E. W.
Jackson, and for Attorney
General, Mark Obenshein,
have been invited. State Senators Ryan McDougal and
Richard H. Stuart, and 99th
District Delegate Margaret
Ransone have accepted and
will attend.

Dobe Run
Canine Boarding & Daycare
where the stay is great, because we don’t crate!

Grooming 3 Days a Week
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday
By Appointment Only
758-4360 ofﬁce
Hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 7 days a week

Lancaster
NAACP hosts
Area 14 meeting
by Lloyd N. Hill
Sharon Baptist Church in
Weems was the host site for
the NAACP Area 14 quarterly meeting on September
21. Area 14 includes the
counties of Essex, Middlesex, King and Queen, Richmond, Lancaster, Northumberland and Westmoreland.
The training subject was
strategies for unit revitalization presented by Mrs. Linda
Thomas, Virginia State Conference representative. It
was received enthusiastically by members in attendance.
Mrs. Thomas’s presentation was based on the
plan approved by the Virginia State Conference of
the NAACP. The training
module is designed to support and enhance branch
operations, the work of committees, and improve the
effectiveness of civil rights
advocacy in our communities. The goal is to not only
help a struggling unit, but
also to help all units to reenergize, recommit and reorganize to manage branch
affairs that will assist us to
carry out the aims, goals and
objectives of the NAACP.
Some of the strategies
focused on during the training included identifying
problem areas, focus on
solutions, development of
a membership growth plan,
building a NAACP presence
in the community and fundraising.
The NAACP thanks pastor
Dale Bunns and the Sharon
Baptist Church family for
the use of their facility and
all the community for their
support.

Adult Classes
Bread Basics – Oct 8
Tofu – Everything You
Want to Know – Oct 12
Learning to Paint En Plein Air
With Kathleen Noffsinger – Oct 15
Glass Blowing – Oct 26

Kid’s Classes
Cupcake Decorating – Oct 12
Preschool Chocolate Making – Oct 12
Our full catalog and class descriptions
are available online!
279 Main Street, Mathews
804-725-1278
www.bayschool-arts.com

good
help...
for great beginnings
I was born at Memorial Regional. I was
premature and underweight, but because
I was at Memorial Regional, Mommy and
Daddy weren’t worried — they could see
that neonatology specialists were caring
for me around the clock with the parents’
camera in the state-of-the-art NICU.

• Breastfeeding help from A Woman’s
Place Lactation Center and Boutique
• Free Baby Club membership with
discounts from area retailers

i’m a memorial regional baby

We’re proud
these providers
practice at
Memorial
Regional
Caryn Malkman, MD
Bon Secours
Caryn Malkman, M.D.

• Love & Learn classes for moms,
dads, siblings and grandparents
• 24/7 NICU with on-site
neonatology specialists

For more information, call
340-BABY (2229) or visit
bonsecoursforwomen.com

Paula Young, MD
Bon Secours
Neonatology Services

Zvonko Spasic, MD
Dominion Women’s Health

