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Classic Reedville boat ride
Visitors to the Traditional Small Boat Show and Nautical Market at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum 
last Saturday enjoyed a near perfect day on the water with a ride around Cockrells Creek on the 
museum’s traditional buyboat, the Elva C. (above). Many smaller craft were on display on the museum 
grounds. Photo by Lynn Haynie

Getting Muddy

was declared a success with 72 participants climbing and crawling 
through a variety of obstacles, getting dirty and raising funds to 
send children to summer camp. Erik Brown (above) of Team Lockup 
emerges from the muddy “Stage Fright” obstacle without a scratch. 
The story and more photos are on the sports pages. Photo by Donna 
McGrath

HEATHSVILLE—A proposal to 
allow a float plane to operate on Hull 
Creek drew opposition Thursday during 
a public hearing before the Northum-
berland board of supervisors.

Raymond Swanson submitted an 
application to the board seeking to land 
a single-engine float plane on the creek. 
Although the board continued the issue 
until next month’s meeting at Swan-
son’s request because he was out of the 
country and could not attend, it allowed 
a public hearing on the topic.

Several people spoke out against the 
application. “I see absolutely no reason 
why this should get any serious consid-
eration,” said Walter Tomiak, who lives 
on Hull Creek. 

Tomiak and others argued that prop-
erty values, environmental impact, and 
safety would be major concerns if the 
application was approved.

The public hearing will continue at 
next month’s meeting.

The board passed an amendment 
to the county’s zoning ordinance that 
allows the zoning administrator to issue 
a cease and desist order to conditional 
use permit holders who violate the con-
ditions of their permit.

At the suggestion of board member 
Tommy Tomlin, the board tabled 
another proposed zoning amendment 
which would set limits on the length of 
time that a tourist home could be rented. 
The board will consider the issue at the 
same time as a proposal to allow tourist 
homes by right. The latter issue is cur-
rently before the Northumberland plan-

ning commission, which is holding a 
public hearing on the topic this month.

School superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates informed the board that she had 
received the official letter confirm-
ing Northumberland’s $78,931 school 
safety grant. She also told the board 
that SOL scores are now scheduled to 
be released on September 20.

The board granted a request by 
Cowart Properties LLC for a condi-
tional use permit to install a mobile 
home for seasonal housing of legal 
alien labor in Lottsburg.

The board also continued discussion 
concerning the lease of property behind 
the school board office in Lottsburg for 
a Verizon Wireless cell phone tower. 
Board members discussed the poor 
reception in parts of Northumberland as 
well as the patchwork cell phone cover-
age occasionally causing 911 calls to go 
to dispatchers not in the area.

County administrator Kenneth Eades 
reported to the board that the ferries 
at Merry Point and Sunny Bank will 
resume their regular hours. The Merry 
Point ferry will operate from 7 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. weekdays, and 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Saturdays. The Sunny Bank ferry 
will operate from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
weekdays, and 8 a.m. to noon Satur-
days.

Eades also reported that the Army 
Corps of Engineers is proposing to 
dredge 48,000 cubic yards of oyster 
shell and build a 70-acre reef in the 
Great Wicomico River.

The board approved a resolution pre-
pared by Eades recognizing the 100th 
anniversary of Bluff Point School.

Float plane application 
draws opposition from 
Hull Creek neighbors

KILMARNOCK—Community 
pressure mounted last week for school 
administrators to staff a full-time nurs-
ing professional at each of Lancaster 
County’s three schools. At last week’s 
Lancaster County school board meet-
ing, members Bob Smart and Patrick 
McCranie expressed their agreement 
with citizens seeking the change.

It appears that most citizens want 
school superintendent Dr. Daniel 
Lukich to work the position into his 
administration budget, although two 
people offered other funding. The 
superintendent established a system of 
shared resources, and released a sched-
ule of part-time coverage of nurses 
commuting back and forth between 
schools, and school staff filling in the 

More appeals made for third school nurse
gaps.

However, according to the schedule 
there are two R.N.s and one L.P.N. in 
the mix. Rose Bach, L.P.N., is employed 
as a teacher’s aid at the primary school.

Nurses schedule 
Mary Bowman, R.N., will be the 

nurse on duty at Lancaster Primary 
School from 7:35 to 11 a.m. and returns 
to cover 1 to 3:17 p.m. Bach will fill 
in from 11:30 to 1 p.m. A front office 
employee will cover 11 to 11:30 a.m.

Lancaster Middle School has Jane 
Vogel, R.N., from 7:40 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. School employee Marcus Fergu-
son will cover from 1:30 to 3:17 p.m.

Lancaster High School nursing 
coverage begins with Bach from 8 to 
11 a.m., Bowman from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., and Vogel from 1:45 to 
3:17 p.m. Between 11 and 11:30 a.m. 

and 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. there is no  des-
ignated coverage.

Nonprofessional staffers are trained 
in medication, insulin and glucagon 
administration and are certified in First 
Aid and CPR, according to materials 
passed out to the school board. The 
LPS nonprofessional is Melanie Hatha-
way; at LMS the nonprofessional staff 
includes Marcus Ferguson, Dave Zeiler 
and Megan Broske; and at LHS those 
trained include Joanne Webb-Fary, 
Debra Thomas and Craig Oren.

Citizens speak out 
“The schools are leaving themselves 

open to a major lawsuit should a stu-
dent suffer an asthmatic attack,” said 
Dr. Barbara Kahler, a local pediatri-
cian. “An aide wouldn’t know how to 

IRVINGTON—After months of 
debates and changes, the town coun-
cil last week approved amendments 
to Irvington’s sign ordinance on a 4-2 
vote.

Supporting the ordinance were 
members Jerry Latell, Gene Edmonds, 
Kathleen Pollard and Mike Merrill. 
Councilmen Dr. Robert Westbrook 
and Wayne Nunnally were opposed.

During the public hearing, Debbie 
Cook of Chesapeake Academy ques-
tioned the limitations on temporary 
signage for nonprofit organizations 
advertising events.

Mayor Rannie Ransone replied that 
under the new ordinance nonprofits 
will have 180 days for temporary sig-
nage while all others will be allowed 
a 30-day permit on temporary signs 
which council may extend upon 
request. 

“We will have a special application 
for nonprofits to make (the process) 
easier,” the mayor explained.

After Merrill suggested allowing 
residential business signs to be up to 
6 square feet, the same as commercial 
real estate signage, Nunnally sug-
gested an 8-square-foot maximum.

“I think 6 feet is big enough in a 
residential community. Businesses 
are in a commercial area,” said Latell.

“I just don’t think we need a sign 
ordinance,” said Westbrook. “We’re 
overregulating people who don’t need 
it. Define what you don’t want and say 
it. It’s overregulation.”

“I’m in complete agreement...” said 
Nunnally. “We don’t need to regu-
late.”

“I disagree,” said Latell. “We regu-
late dogs. A reasonable sign ordi-

Irvington approves sign 
ordinance amendments

nance is okay.”
Edmonds agreed with Latell. 

“People bent over backwards to make 
this reasonable,” he said.

KILMARNOCK—”That’s a 
record,” said Kilmarnock council 
member and acting chair Rebecca 
Nunn at the conclusion of Monday’s 
Kilmarnock Town Council meeting. 
“Fifteen minutes.”

In the absence of mayor Ray-
mond Booth and vice mayor Emer-
son Gravatt, councilman Howard 
Straughan moved that Nunn become 
acting chair for the evening, a motion 
which passed. The brief and sparsely-
attended meeting proceeded with 
the minimum four-member quorum, 
consisting this month of Straughan, 
Nunn, Mae Umphlett and William 
Smith.

Council committee reports were 
fewer than usual because only two of 
the five committees met this month.

Commemoration and celebration 
were the themes of the brief meet-
ing. After the abbreviated committee 
reports, council approved a recom-
mendation by the administration and 
finance committee to allow place-
ment of a memorial cabinet in the 
town hall to recognize Kilmarnock 

volunteer firefighters. The cabinet, 
which will display photos and arti-
facts from Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department history, will be officially 
unveiled on October 12.

The cabinet was donated by the 
family of the late Milton P. Webb, 
who served in the fire department 
from 1936 to 1961 and who owned 
the Rexall Drug Store on Main Street.

“This is a symbol of all the firemen 
past, present, and future that make the 
fire department what it is,” said Tom 
Jones of the KVFD.

In new business, the council pre-
sented a resolution in appreciation 
of Steve Bonner’s quarter-century 
of service on the Kilmarnock Plan-
ning Commission, which acting chair 
Nunn read aloud. A plaque with the 
resolution will be sent to Bonner. 

The council also approved disburse-
ments in the amount of $80,473.23 
between August 20 and September 
16.

Acting chair Nunn then read aloud 
a resolution proclaiming September 
17-23 Constitution Week, in accor-

Kilmarnock recognizes Bonner, 
Constitution Week, firefighters
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

This is the first, in a series, of artist demos or talks given by our own RAL mem-
bers. Jim Peed, a talented portrait artist, retired from the U S Mint after 28 years 

of designing commemorative coins, including 
the reverse of the 1992 Olympic Five-Dollar 
Gold Coin and the reverse of the 1986 Vietnam 
Veterans National Medal, which won a national 
competition. Jim continued to broaden his ar-
tistic skills. Early on he studied oil painting with 
noted North Carolina portrait and landscape art-
ist, Firth Winslow, and in 1975 Jim’s oil portrait 
of statesman John M. Bailey was unveiled at 
the DNC library in Washington.

Organized by the VMFA Office of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309

RAL’s Got Talent: Jim Peed
Forum Sept 23, 1:00 pm

presents
“Becky’s New Car” 

By Steven Dietz
Directed by Randal Tyler

October 10-11-12 & 18-19 & 25-26 – Evenings
7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain 

October 27 – Matinee 
2:00 p.m. Social Hour – 3:00 p.m. Curtain

$20 for Adults

Call 435-3776
Pay online - lancasterplayers.org
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Constitution Week visitor

Lancaster Middle School. Dr. Davis was at the school in colonial costume Tuesday for 
Photo 

by Renss Greene

respond.” 
Dr. Kahler said in 22 years 

of practice here, this is the first 
time she has come to speak at a 
school board meeting. “That’s 
how important this is,” she 
stressed.

School nurse Jane Vogel said, 
“Patient care is faltering some-
what. A trained non-pro does 
not give the same quality of care 
as a nurse.”

School student support officer 
Tony Gazardo joined Michelle 
Simmons of the Department of 
Social Services (DSS) to offer 
funding saved from DSS’s Com-
prehensive Services Act (CSA) 
by bringing back into the school 
system 11 students with behav-
ioral problems formerly being 
schooled outside the county at a 
cost of $244,715. 

CSA is funded with federal 
and county money. 

Gazardo said only one student 
will remain in the program at a 
cost of about $38,000, “...saving 
over $200,000. You can get 
$65,000 from that for a school 
nurse.” 

“Lancaster made the gutsy 

decision to bring these students 
back,” said Simmons. “Two are 
extremely fragile students...we 
need that nurse.”

Lancaster Primary School 
principal Ernest Palin took off 
his suit jacket and said he was 
now speaking as (District 2) 
county supervisor and not a 
school official. He criticized 
the Rappahannock Record for 
coverage of last month’s board 
of supervisor’s meeting, claim-
ing the article was not an accu-
rate portrayal of his request for 
additional funding for a school 
nurse.

“I was speaking as a super-
visor, not as a school principal 
or on behalf of the schools,” he 
said. “The superintendent did 
not put me up to it...” although 
he admitted asking Lukich if 
he would mind if he brought it 
up. Lukich’s response was “Go 
ahead,” Palin explained.

Walking around with the 
microphone in his hand, Palin 
went into detail about being 
a Christian, his dedication to 
children and the need for three 
nurses. He said he called three 

supervisors prior to their August 
29 meeting to talk about autho-
rizing an additional $65,000 for 
a third school nurse. “The first 
thing out of my mouth, I told 
them no one put me up to this...
and that the school division...
was opening themselves up for 
liabilities...” Palin said. “I told 
them I want your support...” 
Each said they would discuss 
it (at the meeting) and consider 
it. “William Lee...was all about 
getting it done and the urgency.” 

Palin said he did not call 
supervisor Jason Bellows based 
on comments Bellows had made 
in the past. “I knew there was no 
reason to talk to him,” he said.

During the August 29 meet-
ing, supervisors agreed to 
review how the school system 
is spending the administration 
category of the budget to see 
if there is enough funding for 
another school nurse before 
taking action.

No action was taken by the 
school board concerning the 
placement of school nurses.

Nurse said needed full time
continued from page A1

Without a sign ordinance it 
would be up to people’s discre-
tion—they could put up bill-
boards, said zoning adminis-
trator Bob Hardesty.

“This is a hot button every-
where,” said town attorney 
Wes Charlton. “If you regulate 
one type of sign, you have to 
regulate all signs. It’s all or 
nothing.”

Mayor Ransone said there 
are good and bad things about 
the ordinance. “People on the 
planning commission worked 
very hard on this.” 

The motion was made by 
Pollard and seconded by 
Edmonds. After the vote, 
council said the ordinance will 
be effective immediately.

Sign
continued from page A1

dance with the national obser-
vance. Nunn also noted that 
church bells across the region 
would ring Tuesday in obser-
vance of the week.

After adopting the Constitu-
tion Week resolution, the coun-
cil adjourned. And yes, it only 
took 15 minutes.

IRVINGTON—The Hos-
pice Turkey Shoot Regatta is 
just around the corner and is 
well on its way to being a big 
event for Irvington, accord-
ing to organizer John McCo-
nnico.

“We’ve had incredible sup-
port from town people and 
businesses,” McConnico 
reported to town council last 
week. “The town has stepped 
up and supported us. We’re 
glad to be here.”

Organizers relocated this 
year’s classic boat race from 
Yankee Point Marina in Otto-
man to Rappahannock Yachts 
on Carter’s Creek.

“We have 50 boats reg-
istered so far.” Beside the 
fastest boat, a prize will be 
awarded for “the best look-
ing,” he said.

The annual event takes 
place on Columbus Day 
weekend, October 11-13. It is 
a race for serious teams and 
unconventional teams who do 
not take racing too seriously, 
McConnico said. 

The public is welcome to 
participate in the Friday night 
opener, October 11, when 
competitors check in from 
4 to 7 p.m. and a ‘Welcome 
Happy Hour’ is held from 5 
to 7 p.m. Attendees will be 
treated to rockfish, heavy 

Irvington prepares 
to welcome Hospice 
Turkey Shoot Regatta

hors d’oeuvres, music and a 
cash bar. Tickets are available 
at the Steamboat Era Museum 
for $10. 

Entrance fees for the race 
are $55. McConnico said the 
Tides Inn will operate a spec-
tator boat on Saturday and 
Sunday for those who want to 
watch the race up close. Tick-
ets are $50. 

Proceeds for the three-day 
event benefit Hospice Sup-
port Services of the Northern 
Neck and Riverside Hospice 
Agencies.

Council
continued from page A1

by Audrey Thomasson
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THE CRISP, CLEAN FEELING OF FALL COMES ALIVE IN PANDORA’S 
CAPTIVATING NEW AUTUMN COLLECTION. 

Visit our store to receive a free PANDORA silver clasp bracelet or new 
bangle with your purchase of $100 in PANDORA jewelry. This offer is 
good while supplies last; please contact our store for more information.

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition 804-435-1302FINE JEWELERS

Burkes Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

        5757 Richmond Rd. Warsaw 804-333-0581

Fall Open House!
Saturday & Sunday, September 21 & 22 

NOW INTRODUCING
Our New Boutique 

& Antique Furniture

10% Off Storewide Sale
Refreshments Served

35 S. Main Street
Kilmarnock

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

What’s Happening at

Located just off Route 360 in Heathsville behind the old Courthouse.

Historic Rice’s Hotel /
Hughlett’s Tavern

in Heathsville

Heathsville Farmers Market
Special this month: “Bingo! for Quilts” starting at
1 p.m.; Grand Prize is a Queen-size Quilt!

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

IRVINGTON—A 36-year-old Richmond man drowned 
Sunday in the Rappahannock River after attempting to swim 
to an island from a recreational boat.

According to a report from Officer Charles Hall of the Vir-
ginia Marine Police, Dmitriy Solomonov of Henrico County 
was aboard a 19-foot skiff off Mosquito Island near Mos-
quito Point when he left the boat to swim to the island around 
2 p.m. After he did not surface, another passenger from the 
skiff went into the water to locate him while the boat’s opera-
tor, Thomas Foster of Bumpass, fired an emergency flare and 
radioed for help. Several boaters responded and assisted in 
the search, locating Solomonov under water after some 15 
minutes of searching. 

He was pulled onboard the skiff and given CPR, but did 
not respond. 

After attempts failed to get the skiff’s engine started, rescu-
ers transferred Solomonov to another boat and took him to 
Windmill Point Marina.

“A local vet continued to administer CPR until they got to 
the marina,” said Hall.

Lancaster County Advanced Life Support (ALS) respond-
ers, the Kilmarnock Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad and 
Dr. Vicki Kinsel, the local medical examiner, met the boat at 
the marina. Solomonov was declared deceased at 2:33 p.m. 
with an initial finding of death by drowning. 

The incident is still under investigation, according to Hall. 
The U.S. Coast Guard at Milford Haven responded to the 

initial emergency call and contacted the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Department for assistance. Local volunteer fire-
fighters were asked to launch their personal boats to assist in 
the search of the shallow waters, said Captain Marty Shirilla 
of the Lancaster sheriff ’s office.

Henrico man drowns
in Rappahannock River

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported eight arrests 
on misdemeanor charges this 
week.

A 53-year-old Chestnut 
Grove Lane man was charged 
September 9 with contempt 
of court in a Northumberland 
County case.

A 29-year-old School Street 
man was charged September 9 
with violation of probation.

A 52-year-old Lancaster 
man was charged September 
11 with contempt of a Fairfax 
County court.

A 64-year-old Crawfords 
Corner Road man was charged 
September 11 with contempt 
of a Lancaster County court.

A 26-year-old Claybrook 
Avenue man was charged Sep-
tember 12 with failing to ster-
ilize an animal adopted from 
Northumberland County.

A 42-year-old Lively area 
man was charged September 
13 with contempt of a York 
County court.

A 61-year-old Kilmarnock 
area man was charged Septem-
ber 13 with assault and battery.

A 22-year-old Lara Road 
man was charged September 
15 with drunk driving and 
eluding police. 

September 9: Staff 
responded to a possible bur-
glary in progress on Beach 
Creek Road (no criminal 
incident); received a walk-in 
report of a narcotics violation; 
received a telephone complaint 
of attempted fraud (caller 
told the complainant about a 
“new Medicare program” and 
requested the complainant 
confirm certain personal iden-
tifying information including 
bank account information); 
responded to the area of Flow-
ering Fields on a complaint of a 
person living in the woods (no 
such person located); received 
a destruction of property report 
from a Bruce Avenue resident 
(walls damaged; $200 loss); 
and responded to a shots fired 
complaint in the 3400 block of 
River Road. 

 Staff 
responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to 
a medical emergency in the 
3800 block of Mary Ball Road; 
received a walk-in complaint 
of a 16-year-old leaving school 
with a 19-year-old without 
parental permission; received 
a wallet that was found by a 
person at the Corrotoman thrift 
shop (identifying information 
found in the wallet; attempts 
made to contact the owner); 
responded with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a larceny complaint on 
School Street; and responded 
to a motorist’s complaint of 
heavy debris interfering with 
traffic on the Norris bridge.

 Staff 
responded with KPD to a sin-
gle-vehicle traffic crash into a 
power pole near the Kilmar-
nock Post Office; checked 
on the well-being of separate 
Keep Safe program partici-
pants after prearranged tele-
phone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services 
needed in either instance); 
responded to an E911 discon-
nect call that originated on 
Bobwhite Lane (no emergency 
services needed); checked on 
the well-being of a pedestrian 
in the area of River and White 
Chapel Roads as reported by 
a motorist (subject was rest-
ing during a walk); notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a downed 
tree blocking traffic on Devils 
Bottom Road; responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a hit and run traffic crash in 
the area of River and Green-
vale Roads; responded to a 
shots fired call in the 1600 
block of Morattico Road; 
and responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance/trespass 
on Southport Lane. 

 Staff 
notified VDOT of a complaint 
of numerous dead birds and 
several tires interfering with 
traffic on the Norris bridge.

 Staff 
responded to a reckless driving 
complaint in the area of Lara 
Road; responded with KPD 
to an assault call in the 15800 
block of Mary Ball Road (land-
lord/tenant dispute involved); 
responded to a residential bur-

glary call in the 1700 block of 
Morattico Road (yellow elec-
tric hacksaw, three 50’ rolls 
of 3/4” aluminum wire,  50’ 
of welding cable, $800 loss); 
received a destruction of prop-
erty report from Patterson 
Lane (shrubbery, $180 loss); 
received a report of the theft of 
a firearm from a Brook Lane 
residence (black Sig Saur 9 mm 
handgun, $500 loss); received 
an E911 call from a child who 
was concerned about where 
the animals went that lived in a 
cornfield after the corn was cut; 
removed heavy debris from the 
Norris bridge as reported by 
a motorist; responded with 
VSP to a complaint of a reg-
istered sex offender being at a 
location on Second Street (no 
criminal violation involved…
a local resident purportedly 
has a “petition” barring the 
subject from the area, but 
such petition carries no legal 
weight); responded to a tres-
pass complaint on Dandelion 
Drive (tenant was not aware 
that the landlord was there cut-
ting grass); and responded to 
assist EMS in gaining entry 
to a home on Weems Road in 
response to a personal emer-
gency alarm call.

 Staff 
received a larceny report from 
a Belmont Drive resident (plat-
inum & gold diamond with 
sapphire necklace, platinum & 
gold diamond earrings, baby 
ring with initials JRD, 14k gold 
cameo broach pin, platinum 
& gold woman’s engagement 
ring; $8,950 loss); responded 
to an E911 disconnect call on 
Newtown Road (child called 
when a grandparent fell to the 
floor; no emergency services 
needed); received a report of 
vehicle tags being stolen from 
the 3800 block of Mary Ball 
Road (utility trailer license 
plate, $50 loss); responded to 
a complaint of motorcycles 
racing in the area of the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center; 
responded to the Irvington area 
on a report of a loud party (the 
caller asked for patrol deputies 
to ensure the noise did not con-
tinue too late); responded to 
a possible prowler complaint 
on Gill Road; responded with 
KPD to a motorist’s complaint 
of several persons playing in 
the roadway on James B. Jones 
Highway and interfering with 
traffic; and responded to a dis-
orderly conduct/trespass com-
plaint at Windmill Point.

 Staff 
responded to a suspicious vehi-
cle complaint on Bay Water 
Drive; responded to Johns 
Neck Road on a complaint of 
several children playing in the 
roadway and interfering with 
traffic (parents were contacted 
and advised of the nature of 
the complaint); responded 
to a drowning incident that 
occurred off of Windmill Point 
(see adjacent article); received 
a complaint of a reckless 
driver traveling through Lively 
towards Chinns Mill (no offi-

cer in position to intercept); 
responded to a complaint about 
a petition being circulated in 
the area of Granville Bay Road; 
responded to a complaint of 
a suspicious person in the 
woods on Brook Lane (local 
resident looking for property/
evidence connected to a recent 
burglary); responded to a sus-
picious person complaint on 
Yopps Cove Road; responded 
to a man with a gun call in 
the 2000 block of Morat-
tico Road (DUI arrest listed 
above); responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in the 
1100 block of White Chapel 
Road; responded with KPD to 
a mental health emergency on 
Venable Drive; and responded 
with EMS to a medical emer-
gency on Wiggins Avenue. 

 Staff 
responded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint in the 1100 
block of White Chapel Road; 
and notified VDOT of a large 
animal carcass in the roadway 
near the Norris bridge.

Regarding recent news arti-
cles on Virginia agencies shar-
ing data on crime guns, Sheriff 
Crockett said his office began 
participating in the e-trace pro-
gram shortly after its incep-
tion.  “One of my investiga-
tors has an e-trace account 
and makes inquiries on behalf 
of all my deputies as needed,” 
he said. “I have not gotten a 
request to enter into the recip-
rocal agreement, but will do so 
as soon as my office obtains 
the necessary document. This 
is a valuable program and falls 
in line with other data sharing 
projects between law enforce-
ment agencies.”

The sheriff ’s staff also con-
ducted 20 traffic stops this 
week, issued four summonses, 
assisted five motorists, had one 
deer strike report, provided 
traffic control once, responded 
to one building alarm, provided 

one prisoner transport and 
received five calls for animal 
control services.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash in the 200 block 
of Main Street, Kilmarnock.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Chuck 

 reported the arrest 
this week of 10 individuals.

Felonies
Keith Lamont Bryant, 18, of 

Heathsville was charged Sep-
tember 10 with breaking and 
entering into the Handy Store 
in Claraville. He also was 
charged with petit larceny.

Devon N. Robinson, 26, of 
Lancaster was charged Sep-
tember 10 with malicious 
wounding, using a firearm in 
the commission of a felony and 
brandishing a firearm.

Marwayne Johnson, 35, of 
Farnham was charged Septem-
ber 11 with grand larceny from 
the Callao Supermarket. The 
Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office made the arrest.

Trevin J. Anderson, 22, of 
Burgess was charged Septem-
ber 13 with felony hit and run, 
misdemeanor hit and run, driv-
ing suspended and reckless 
driving.

Misdemeanors
A Callao man, 51, was 

charged September 7 with a 
capias to show cause from 
the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court. The Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office served 
the paper.

A Reedville man, 48, was 
charged September 10 with 
failing to pay for dog tags and 
failing to get a rabies shot for 
his animal.

A Heathsville man, 51, was 
charged September 13 with 
being drunk in public.

A Kinsale woman, 41, was 
charged September 14 with 
being drunk in public.

A Callao man, 20, was 
charged September 15 with 
driving under the influence, 
possession of alcohol underage 
and reckless driving.

A Warsaw man, 47, was 
charged September 15 with 
petit larceny from the Callao 
Supermarket.
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       Don’t Miss This One!!
Rappahannock Concert Association

 presents

Four 
Freshmen 
Concert

Saturday, September 28th 7:30 p.m.
Northumberland High School Theater

Tickets - $25.00
Reservations: Call Jan Redfearn (804)472-3396

www.RappahannockConcerts.org

FYI
Due to popular demand, wine tastings are every 

Friday until the end of the year. Thanks 
for your enthusiasm & support.

-Mary and Jim

River Market

Woodstoves, Gas 
Logs, Hot Tubs, 
Patio Furniture

702 Church Ln.
Tappahannock Va.
804-445-0026

fax 443-0270

The

PlacePATIO & FIRE

LOST OUR LEASE SALE !
WE ARE MOVING !

EVERYTHING IN STOCK MUST GO!

Everything in stock is on Sale !

Stop in for the best
Deal. We’d rather sell it 

than move it.HURRY FOR

BEST SELECTION !

SALE ENDS SEPT. 27

Woodstoves, Gas Log Sets
Gas Fireplaces, Hot Tubs

Accessories

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
River Counties chapter of the 
American Red Cross recog-
nized community leaders at a 
fundraising dinner September 
10 at the Indian Creek Yacht 
and Country Club.

The guests of honor were 
chairman, president and 
CEO of Chesapeake Finan-
cial Shares Jeffery Szyperski, 
Northern Neck regional presi-
dent of Union First Market 
Bank Rusty Brown, and presi-
dent of Middlesex Habitat for 

Humanity Greg Chambers.
“It’s about what these honor-

ees have done for the commu-
nity, not just the Red Cross,” 
said the local Red Cross Chap-
ter executive Julie Dudley.

According to Dudley, the 
event raised $12,376, after 
costs, for the Red Cross.

The event featured speeches 
recognizing each of the hon-
orees. Doug Monroe, chair-
man emeritus of Chesapeake 
Bank and vice chairman of 
the board of Chesapeake 
Financial Shares, which owns 
Chesapeake Bank, spoke about 

Szyperski. Former Richmond 
County Board of Supervisors 
member Randall Packett spoke 
about Rusty Brown. Middlesex 
Habitat for Humanity board 
member Dave Cryer spoke 
about Greg Chambers.

The event also featured a 
video history of Red Cross 
activities which highlighted 
several disaster victims helped 
by the local chapter. Dudley 
noted that she would soon be 
attending the wedding of one 
of these people, who has recov-
ered from the loss of her hus-
band and will remarry.

Jeff Szyperski, and event organizer Julie Dudley as the Red Cross recognizes Szyperski 
for his contributions to the Red Cross and community.

Event honoree Greg Chambers is presented a plaque honoring his service to the 

Julie Dudley.

Red Cross recognizes community leaders
by Renss Greene

The Agenda
Local Government News

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors will 
consider a request by Verizon 
Wireless to place a wireless 
array on an existing tower in 
upper Lancaster at their next 
meeting on September 26. 
The meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
in the board meeting room of 
the County Administration 
Building in Lancaster Court-
house.

The tower is off River Road 
and Chinn’s Mill Pond near 
the Lancaster and Richmond 
county line. A public hear-
ing is not required because 
the request is for an existing 
tower, according to county 
planning and land use direc-
tor Don Gill.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission will begin 
discussions on amending the 
zoning ordinance require-
ments for wireless internet 
poles at tonight’s meeting, 
beginning at 7 p.m. The 
meeting will be held in the 
board meeting room of Lan-
caster Administration Build-
ing in Lancaster Courthouse.

Members also will dis-
cuss proposed changes to the 

subdivision ordinance deal-
ing with unobstructed clear-
ance requirements for exist-
ing subdivision roads with 
vested rights. 

Public hearings will be 
held on Chapter 7 of the 
comprehensive plan and a 
proposed change of zoning 
classification from limited 
industrial (M-1) to general 
residential (R-1) by W. F. 
Morgan & Sons Inc., owner, 
and Carters Creek Cove 
LLC, contract purchaser, for 
three parcels at the end of 
Johns Neck Road in Weems.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
today, September 19, at 7 
p.m. in the courts building in 
Heathsville.

On the agenda is a public 
hearing to consider allow-
ing tourist homes by right 
in certain zoning districts. 
Under current Northumber-
land zoning law, those seek-
ing to open tourist homes 
must apply for a conditional 
use permit. If the planning 
commission sends the rec-
ommendation to the board 
of supervisors, and the board 
approves it, tourist homes 
would be allowed by default 
in areas zoned A-1, C-1, and 
R-1 through R-4.

Tourist homes operate 
under certain restrictions 
and definitions under cur-
rent zoning law. The plan-
ning commission agenda 
says these requirements will 
be tightened if tourist homes 
are allowed by right.

The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) has agreed to con-
sider reopening the winter crab 
dredge fishery, which has been 
closed for stock-rebuilding 
purposes since 2008, provided 
a reopened dredge fishery 
is with a limited number of 
participants, in a tightly con-
trolled and enforced manner, 
performed on mud bottoms in 
order to limit damage to the 
environment and crab stocks, 
with maximum allowable 
landings of 1.5 million pounds 
of crab.  

The commission voted unan-
imously in August to advertise 
for a public hearing and vote 
at its October 22 meeting, 
after the public weighs in and 
all licensed commercial crab 
potters are surveyed for their 
input. 

Every pound of crab landed 
in the winter dredge fishery 
would be offset by reductions 
in the daily bushel limits on 
crab potters the rest of the year 
so that the overall crab harvest 
level would not increase.

If the dredge season is 
approved, VMRC ID numbers 
would have to be painted on 
the roofs of the dredging ves-
sels in order to facilitate aerial 
surveillance by the Virginia 
Marine Police.

VMRC’s next meeting is set 
for 9 a.m. Tuesday, September 
24, at 2600 Washington Ave. 
in Newport News. Public hear-
ings on the agenda involve a 
measure to allow for the cul-
ture of black sea bass by per-
mitted aquaculture facilities; 
establishing the 2013 public 
oyster harvest season, by hand 
scrape, for Pocomoke Sound 
public grounds 9 and 10, and 
establishing gear-specific har-
vest seasons and amending 
size and possession limits for 
the harvesting of American 

VMRC meets Tuesday; plans 
October hearing on reopening 
winter crab dredge fishery

eel. These latter changes are 
proposed to be in compliance 
with the interstate fishery man-
agement plan for American 
eel.

Among area permit requests, 
the Mathews Land Conser-
vancy is seeking authorization 
to install an observation deck 
encroaching over 914 square 
feet of state-owned subaqueous 
bottom, install two 16-foot-
wide floating piers extending 
103 feet channelward of the 
observation deck, and install 
an 8-foot-wide open-pile pier 
extending 62 feet channelward 
of an existing bulkhead with a 
14-foot-wide by 100-foot-long 
T-head deck along the East 
River at 1039 Williams Wharf 
Road in Mathews County. The 
project is protested by numer-
ous nearby residents.

The Westmoreland County 
Industrial Development 
Authority requests autho-
rization to reconstruct a 
15-foot-high by 25-foot-wide, 
230-foot-long earthen dam 

with associated stabilization 
and geosynthetic clay liner 
core to restore Placid Lake, a 
manmade impoundment adja-
cent to Mattox Creek in West-
moreland County.

Deltaville Marina requests 
authorization to redevelop an 
existing marina on Jackson 
Creek at 274 Bucks Lane in 
Middlesex County. The proj-
ect will include the removal of 
a 270-foot-long fixed pier and 
installation of a new, 270-foot-
long floating pier in the same 
footprint.  The total number of 
slips will be reduced from 36 
to 34 and the number of cov-
ered slips will also be reduced 
from 30 to 4.

Gov. Bob McDonnell  
announced this week that the 
Commonwealth of Virginia has 
received an additional $57.3 
million in federal funds for 
transportation originally allo-
cated to other states.

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) will 
use the additional funding for 
paving projects in each of its 
nine construction districts: 
$16.7 million will go toward 
interstate paving, $25.6 million 
is designated for paving pri-
mary roads and $13.7 million is 
allocated for paving secondary 
roads. Additionally, $1.3 mil-
lion is slated for bridge paint-
ing/preventative maintenance. 

Later this month, VDOT 
will make its recommendation 
to the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board, which has 
final approval on how money 
is spent on transportation proj-
ects.

“This has been a historic 
year for transportation funding 
in Virginia,” said McDonnell. 
“This ‘bonus’ funding, along 
with the new and sustainable 
funding from the transportation 
bill, will enhance VDOT’s abil-
ity to move projects forward 
and continue to improve the 
condition of our roads.”

Each September, the FHWA 
reviews every state’s ability 
to commit allocated highway 
dollars as the federal fiscal 
year ends. States that cannot 
obligate federal funding must 
return that spending authority 
to the FHWA. The funds are 
then redistributed to states that 
can obligate all of their federal 
allocations and have additional 
eligible projects ready to move 
forward.

Virginia gets 
bonus federal
funding for 
transportation

RECYCLE
Remember . . . 

What goes around 
comes around.

Rapppahannock Record

We recycle.
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The new laws affect everyone. Find out 
how Health Care Reform affects you.

On Medicare?
Annual Enrollment Period 

October 15, 2013 - December 7, 2013. 
This is a time you can make changes.

Call Mike Callis at 804-462-7631

www.mikecallisinsurance.com

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY
Tickets on  Sale Now

Kilmarnock  Museum

or call 296-0930    435-0874
 

  

Saturday

 TALENTEXTRAVAGANZA 

           2013 

LANCASTER MIDDLE SCHOOL
Kilmarnock

The Kilmarnock Museum Presents

Peanut City Cloggers

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers and trade-in allowance from $100 up 
to $1,000 valid on qualifying systems only.  All sales must be to homeowners in the United States.  Void where prohibited.

IT’S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.804-435-5726

Don’t get left behind in the cold.

Offer only lasts through November 15th.

Unlike a Trane, the savings won’t last long.

Up to a

$1,000 Trade-in Allowance*

EVERY TRANE ENDURES TOUGH TESTS
FOR RELIABILITY… AND AFFORDABILITY.

It’s tough to find a fall value more unstoppable. 

Trade-up to Trane, the number one name in reliability. 

September 16 through November 15, 2013, get 

renowned Trane efficiency at the best value ever. 

Plus, a trade-in cash allowance up to $1,000 on 

qualifying Trane heating and cooling systems*.

Call today and enjoy the colors of  fall.

And save green.

Crab feasting in Morattico
John Sawyer (left) of Stafford County joined members and friends of Morattico 

took place in the outdoor pavilion behind the museum. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON— Dudley Pat-
teson of the Hope and Glory 
Inn and Dog and Oyster Vine-
yard reported to town council 
last week that the vineyard 
would be hosting a new, one-
of-a-kind “Virginia Wine and 
Oyster Classic” from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 2.

“This is to help our vineyard, 
our town and our state...it will 
be an economic boon to our 
town,” Patteson said. 

Some 15 award-winning 
winemakers and 10 top Vir-
ginia chefs have accepted invi-
tations to the event. “There 
will be wine tastings...and 
chefs will prepare dishes at the 
Dog and Oyster,” he said.

Chefs include Todd Gray, 

Irvington council hears plans
for ‘Wine and Oyster Classic’

executive chef at Equinox Res-
taurant in Washington, D.C., 
and Walter Bundy, executive 
chef at Lemaire Restaurant in 
the Jefferson Hotel in Rich-
mond. Winemakers include 
Philip Carter Strother of Philip 
Carter Winery in Hume and 
Stephen Barnard of Keswick 
Vineyards in Keswick.

Advance tickets start at 
$20—$30 at the door—for 
general admission with wine 
and food sold separately. Tail-
gate tickets are $100 and assure 
a spot adjacent to the tents. A 
$375 ticket will cover premier 
seating for eight in the Gover-
nor’s Circle. The event includes 
music by Lewis McGehee and 
boutique shopping. Picnic 
spreads are welcome as well as 
pets on leashes. 

According to event planner 

Karen Scherberger, the event 
has been featured and adver-
tised in magazines such as 
Virginia Living and invitations 
have been sent to members of 
Congress and candidates for 
governor. A Congressional 
delegation is expected, she 
said, and responses have been 
received from Washington and 
Charlottesville.   

Patteson noted that hotel 
reservations will spill over to 
Kilmarnock and they are look-
ing for residents who are will-
ing to volunteer accommoda-
tions for some guests in their 
homes.

“We are putting the chefs up 
at Pop Castle,” said Patteson.

 For a full list of participat-
ing chefs and wineries, go 
online to www.virginiawinean-
doysterclassic.com.

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—In a plea 
arrangement with the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s office, 
Jennifer George, 33, pled guilty 
in Lancaster Circuit Court last 
week to one felony count of 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance and one felony count 
of reckless regard for human 
life. She received two years in 
prison.

Three other felony charges 
for drug manufacturing and 
one charge of child endanger-
ment were nolle prosed. 

George pleads guilty in meth case
George was arrested in 

December 2012 along with her 
father, John P. George, after a 
multi-jurisdictional drug task 
force team raided their White 
Stone home and found ingre-
dients for the manufacture of 
methamphetamine, a highly 
explosive substance. There 
were three minor children 
living in the home.

It was the first meth lab 
found in Lancaster County.

According to assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Kenny 
Kunkle, a confidential infor-
mant went into the home and 

observed a “shake and bake” 
meth operation. A $50 pur-
chase was made.

“The informant observed a 
small female child, under 18, 
during the transaction,” said 
Kunkle. 

Defense attorney John E. 
Hamilton Jr. stipulated to the 
facts in the case.

For the manufacturing 
charge, Judge Joseph E. Spruill 
Jr. sentenced George to 40 
years in prison with 38 years 
suspended on the condition she 
remain drug free for an indefi-
nite probation period, complete 
drug and therapeutic programs 
and counseling.

On the child endangerment, 
George received five years, all 
suspended.

In July, John George pled 
guilty to one count of felony 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance and one count 
misdemeanor possession of 
marijuana. Three other felony 
charges were nolle prosed. His 
sentencing is set for October 
11 by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
III.

by Audrey Thomasson

The Bay Center in Kilmarnock 
will host TED Talks on Thurs-
days, September 26 through 
October 31. Bring lunch at noon; 
program starts at 12:30 p.m. 

Participants will watch one 
TED Talk and share in or listen to 
discussion. The suggested dona-
tion is $10.

The Bay Center TED Talks 
team of Nancy Millar, Mary 
Ann Carr, Jane Cutler and Carol 
Burke has chosen the talks. All 
TED Talks are 18 minutes or less. 

Burke, director of Bay Center, 
said, “With the TED talks you 
probably learn as much or more 
from discussion as you do from 
the lecture. We are excited to 
offer this because TED Talks are 
so inspiring and, as their website 
states, they believe passionately 
in the power of ideas to change 
attitudes, lives and, ultimately, the 
world.”

She said, “TED is best thought 
of as a global community, wel-
coming people from every dis-
cipline and culture who seek 
a deeper understanding of the 
world.” 

According to the TED Talks 
website, TED is a nonprofit 
devoted to Ideas Worth Spread-
ing. It started out in 1984 as a con-
ference bringing together people 
from three worlds: Technology, 
Entertainment and Design. TED 
conferences bring together the 
world’s most fascinating thinkers 

TED Talks series to begin
and doers, who are challenged to 
give the talk of their lives (in 18 
minutes or less). 

On TED.com, they make the 
best talks and performances from 
TED and partners available to the 
world, for free. More than 1,500 
TED Talks are now available, 
with more added each week.

Contact Burke at 804-436-
3191.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

My good wife has diagnosed me as having 
“spaniel envy,” a condition resulting from 

the visit to Kilmarnock 10 days ago of James 
Lee. I happened by to watch his cousin, Char-
lie Lee, taking down a venerable but badly dis-
eased, century-old ash tree in front of the his-
toric Lee family home in Fleets Bay. James was 
here in his RV visiting with his mother, Agnes, 
who lives next door.

He had brought with him his dog, Ripley, per-
haps the platonic ideal of what a cocker spaniel 
should be, along with Ripley’s grandson, Beau, 
Agnes’s new pet. Ripley is parti-colored, mean-
ing that he is black, white and tan. Beau is all 
black, and at nine weeks already exhibits the tra-
ditional spaniel behavior. Between Ripley and 
Beau I hardly noticed the demise of the ancient 
tree.

James lives in the Shenandoah Valley, and 
in his retirement enjoys taking his RV to state 
parks; on some of the journeys Agnes joins 
him. He mentioned that a few weeks ago he and 
his wife, Twyla, had 18 cocker spaniels in his 
house, the result of two litters having been born 
close together.

Over the years I have had one cocker spaniel 
and four English springer spaniels. As a child I 
became great friends with an English springer 
who lived a block away and enjoyed visiting our 
house. That dog followed the children of her 
family to school each day, and waited patiently 
for them to head home in the afternoon.  

Inspired by that dog at 25, I bought my first 
springer, and have had two since then, but as 
readers over the last six years are aware, today 
we are a Welsh corgi home. Corgis are fine 
dogs in their own right, but in our house, to my 
minority view, the spaniel is the Rolls-Royce of 
canines. Some years ago I wrote a column upon 
the death of Sook, Freeland Mason’s beloved 

Irish water spaniel, who thrived on going crab-
bing and gill netting with him. Knowing her 
further convinced me that the aura of the span-
iel mystique pervades all of the breed’s various 
species.

One of the Northern Neck’s great spaniel 
promoters was the late Louise Denegre, who 
bred Cavalier King Charles spaniels. Louise 
named all of her dogs after herbs, and thus had 
a Thyme, a Basil, etc. They were the quintessen-
tial lap dogs, wanting only to rest on one’s lap 
to be petted, and to give unconditional love in 
spades. 

King Charles II, whose most lasting contribu-
tion to history was giving the Colony of Virginia 
the nickname, “The Old Dominion,” appears in 
many royal portraits with a spaniel or two by his 
side. Charles II might not have been much of a 
king, but he had excellent taste in dogs, as all 
spaniel owners do as well. 

As a sporting dog, the spaniel has an unmis-
takable quality of loyalty, intelligence, and grace 
without being bossy, whereas the Corgi is a 
herding dog, given to calling the plays for every-
one in its path.

In the Welsh language, corgi means “dwarf 
dog,” which perhaps explains the breed’s insis-
tence on being in control. I truly am devoted to 
our two corgis, but at times I become tired of 
listening to their orders. Each day both mother 
and daughter like to stand at the fence bark-
ing commands to the chickens and goats on the 
other side, all of which pay them no heed.

A spaniel is more of an aristocrat, with a 
regal bearing, perhaps gained originally by 
osmosis from sitting on the lap of Charles II. 
One of my English springers had been the 
daughter of Dapper Dan, who twice won Best 
in Show at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog 
Show. Unfortunately, he passed on to many of 
his offspring a genetic disposition towards hip 
dysplasia, which our dog inherited, and thus 
we never bred her lest it continue into another 
generation.

James and Ripley’s visit has reawakened my 
latent craving to have another spaniel; how-
ever, I question how such a dog could cope 
with being bossed about all day by two asser-
tive corgis. That said, I think I should spend my 
time vicariously enjoying other folks’ spaniels.

Charles II might not have 
been much of a king, but he 
had excellent taste in dogs, 
as all spaniel owners do as 
well. 

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the September 19, 1913, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)
Virginia Cyclone Struck
Curious Damage Done in Mathews Co.

A recount of facts from the little cyclone which 
struck Cobbs Creek, Mathews county recently 
sounds almost like a fairy tale--but they are substan-
tiated by many witnesses.

The residence of Henry Matthews, Sr., went 
uninjured, while stores and buildings all around 
were demolished, and his son’s kitchen, near by, was 
lifted from its foundation and set uninjured several 
feet  away. Every tree in Mr. Matthews’ yard was 
either uprooted or broken off. The family had to 
chop their way into the dwelling. But for the wind 
striking in the day time many persons might have 
been killed. A few were slightly injured. A miss-
ing baby was found safe in a banana crate, blown 
between two houses.

From one of the demolished stores a trunk packed 
with quilts was blown open. The quilts pirouetted 
through the air and landed in Middlesex county, 
crossing three miles of land and one of water.

Cornices and pieces of one of the buildings 
landed on the edge of Gloucester county, three 
miles in nearly the same direction.

Chickens and livestock suffered much, many of 
the former being slaughtered. The survivors took 
refuge under bushes and it was days before they 
could be gathered together, so wild and scared were 
they.

Many visitors were attracted to witness the 
destruction wrought, on some days numbering as 
many as five hundred.
Boat Notes

Steamer Old Point Comfort is running this 
week in the Potomac’s place while that boat is 
undergoing repairs.

Tug W. S. Embrey, recently built by J. Wood Tull, 
at Irvington, has been delivered to W. S. Embrey, 

Inc., Fredericksburg, and goes into commission 
next week, the finishing touches being put on in 
that city. In speaking of her arrival the Free Lance 
says: “The tug is one of the best and most sub-
stantial boats on the Rappahannock River. It is 64 
feet long and has a 60 H.P. engine. The boat will 
be operated by this company for towing barges on 
the Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers.”
Lancaster Courthouse

Miss Marie Beane left Monday via Irvington 
for Baltimore to purchase her fall stock of mil-
linery.

Attorney Frank Newbill was here Monday in 
his new car, accompanied by Capt. E. W. Long. 
There was no court this term, but a number were 
here on business. Special term for civil cases will 
be held some time in October.
Miskimon

Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Marsh, of Kilmarnock, vis-
ited the gentleman’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. I. H. 
Marsh, Sunday.

Miss Eudora  Barrack, of Alfonso, visited Miss 
Masie Forrester Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Dawson visited the gentle-
man’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Dawson, near 
Ocran, Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Haynie, of Alfonso, visited 
the lady’s parental home here Sunday.

Gen. S. Gresham spent Sunday in town with 
his family. His many friends were glad to see him 
home again.

Mrs. John Sharp Chowning and Mrs. A. R. 
Chilton, of Merry Point, were pleasant visitors 
here Sunday.

Miss Margaret Palmer, daughter of W. C. 
Palmer, of Saluda, will teach here in the High 
School this session.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)
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YOUR LETTERS

Tourist homes are being 
addressed by the Northumber-
land planning commission and 
will eventually come before 
the board of supervisors. Tour-
ist homes, a commercial enter-
prise, should not be allowed in 
areas zoned residential. Prop-
erty owners in a neighborhood 
should have a say whether a 
tourist home is allowed or not. 
We have a say on boathouses.

A home in our neighbor-
hood was being run as a tour-
ist home. A majority of our 
property owners voted to pre-
clude short-term rentals (tour-
ist homes). It came up for sale 
contingent on the new owners 
being granted a conditional use 
permit to continue the home 
as a tourist home. We attended 
supervisors meetings in oppo-
sition. The sole purpose of the 
purchase was to make money 
off short-term rentals, with the 
new owners not even moving 
into the home and retaining 
primary residence elsewhere.

Our board member, Ronnie 
Jett, seemed to be sympathetic 
to our cause. We wrote argu-
ments and attended meetings, 
resulting in the request being 
tabled. An attorney represented 
us at the last meeting, when 
Mr. Jett had medical difficul-
ties and did not attend. The 
other four supervisors voted to 
grant the permit.

Another neighborhood 
encountered the same prob-
lem. Fortunately for them, the 
request was denied. We helped 
those folks by providing infor-
mation on an incident we 
encountered when our neigh-
borhood tourist home was 
rented to a bunch of men who 
pranced around in the nude and 
set off fire crackers at 3 a.m.

Having a neighbor is some-
what analogous to being mar-
ried. To be successful, the rela-
tionship requires each party 
to make reasonable changes 
in their behavior. Having 
neighbors that change every 
few days does not make for a 
good relationship and people 
in residential areas should not 
have to contend with commer-
cial enterprises in a residential 
neighborhood.

Reedville

Residential 
neighborhoods
need protection

I want to applaud Henry 
Lane Hull for his “Excerpts” 
article in the September 12 
issue of the Record concerning 
his Bantam chickens. It was 
both amusing and educational.

My first encounter with a 
chicken came when my par-
ents introduced me to Chicken 
Little; you know, the one that 
ran because the sky was falling, 
not because of some speeding 
car in the road.

However, my best knowl-
edge of our friend, the chicken, 
is when I’m enjoying the kind 
that’s fried—Southern Style—
and served as picnic or Sunday 
dinner fare to all of us who 
happily chomp on those deli-

Chicken account 
brought smiles

cious fried pieces while hold-
ing them quite acceptably 
between our fingers.

I had a recent engagement 
with our feathered friends 
because I was asked to paint a 
picture of the cluckers. Well, I 
learned a lot from observance. 
Chickens are not proud folks 
with heads held high. They 
prefer to hang their heads low 
while they peck away eagerly 
searching for treasured find-
ings on the ground—quite 
averse to picture painting!

Henry Hull’s colorful and 
humorous tale brought a big 
smile to my face and I am 
grateful to him for educating 
me with his revealing ‘excerpt 
‘from poultry life. It gives us 
all another view of life and 
how choices are often made.

Nancy Hubbard Clark,

As a taxpayer of Lancaster 
County I am increasingly 
amazed at the dismal situa-
tion that exists in the Lancaster 
County School District. The 
future of our country depends 
on a strong educational system. 
If all the school districts were in 
the same shape as Lancaster’s 
we would be hard pressed to 
keep up with some third world 
countries.

The problems have been par-
tially covered in this newspaper, 
including the 9/12/13 edition, 
and won’t be repeated in this 
letter. However, at the very 
least, county citizens should 
be allowed and, in fact, encour-
aged to review and evaluate all 
known facts. To this end, Dr. 
Robert Westbrook, a candidate 
for the District 5 school board 
seat requested at the 8/28/13 
chamber of commerce meeting 
that the comprehensive report 
of the review of Lancaster 
County school facilities, pre-
pared at taxpayer expense by 
RRMM, be made available to 
the public. In spite of the signif-
icant expenses already incurred 
in performing the survey and 
the substantial costs to tax-
payers in implementing what-
ever future corrective action is 
determined to be a appropri-
ate, Superintendent Lukich’s 
unbelievable response was that 
the report would not be made 
public because of printing costs.

Not only are printing costs 
insignificant compared to the 
present situation, but it is hard 
to believe that multiple origi-
nals were not submitted by 
RRMM to the county. In any 
event, where taxpayer money 
and citizen interest are involved, 
transparency must be a top pri-
ority.

Citizens should 
evaluate school 
facilities report

We would like to voice 
support for allowing “tourist 
homes” more freedom to oper-
ate in Northumberland County. 

Our county would benefit 
greatly from a wider open-door 
policy. Many purchase homes 
that they occupy a few weeks 

Open-door policy
best for the area

a year. Others would buy prop-
erty if they knew they could 
supplement their incomes by 
renting it while away. They 
should be allowed to rent 
their homes without consent 
of neighbors or governmental 
interference. 

We have rented homes and 
apartments in residential neigh-
borhoods from North Carolina 
to Morocco, and found them 
to be wonderful opportunities 
to experience local culture in 
a home environment. Proper-
ties were always well main-
tained and supervised, and we 
left them as we found them. 
Why do we doubt that people 
visiting here would not do the 
same? Many would like to 
check our area for vacations or 
possibly to move here. We lack 
the motels and B&B’s to serve 
them.

As stated in our letter to 
the Northumberland Plan-
ning Commission, more tour-
ist homes would benefit our 
community and the county 
would benefit from the addi-
tional business. Northumber-
land’s annual growth rate of 
.6% versus Virginia’s of 2.3% 
indicates that our policies may 
not be attracting people and 
business the way the rest of the 
state is. We need to be careful 
of taking actions against our 
own best interests. 

We own and operate Smith 
Point Marina in Reedville. We 
live at the marina and next door 
to Little River Campground. 
Over the last 15 years we have 
seen innumerable strangers 
come and go and have never 
felt threatened, or experienced 
any damage, loss of property, 
or criminal or disruptive behav-
ior. Neither have our neighbors 
in peaceful Sunnybank. 

To quote Winston Churchill, 
“the only thing we have to fear 
is fear itself!”

Jeanne and Dan Hickey
Reedville

As a business owner for the 
last eight years, I have come 
across a lot of unnecessary 
obstacles. This happens to be 
the second time in three years I 
have had to publicly defend my 
business against unsubstanti-
ated information.

Town Bistro is not closing. 
I have never, nor has any who 
works with me said to another 
person that we are closing. 
This rumor was started as a 
blatant attempt to undermine 
my ongoing success.

If anyone wants to know the 
correct information, all one 
has to do is pick up the phone 
and call me at 435-0070. My 
staff and I would be happy to 
say Town Bistro is open for 
business and has full intention 
of staying that way.

In these difficult financial 
times, I would like to encour-
age anyone who repeats these 
ridiculous rumors to please 
think about the possible 
damage they could cause my 
business and everyone who 
works with me. We all need 
our jobs.

Christal Jett,

Business 
not closing
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LANCASTER COUNTY VOTER REGISTRATION
8311 MARY BALL RD., LOWER LEVEL LANCASTER, VA 22503

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION

The Constitution of Virginia requires that you be registered in the precinct in 

In order to be eligible to vote in the General Election to be held on Tuesday, 
November 5, 2013, you must register no later than 5:00 PM on October 
15, 2013

NOT
please call 

BEFORE October 15, 2013
or additions may be made to the voter registration records AFTER this date 

eligible citizens to register or update their registration record at the State Board 
of Elections website 

postmarked no later than October 15, 2013

Absentee Voting: Ballots will be available for absentee voting beginning on 

ballot may also be made by mail, electronic transmission or fax to the registrar’s 

Saturday, November 2, 2013, is the LAST DAY for this election on which 

Saturday, October 26, and November 2, 2013, 8:30 to 
4:30 PM for the convenience of registered voters who need to vote an absentee 

Outlook 
of the 

US Economy

Thursday, October 3 
5:30 PM

Cocktails and hor d’oeuvres will be provided.

Hosted By:

Guest Speakers:
Raymond E. Owens III

Senior Economist, Federal Reserve Bank 

Sri Vemuri 
Vice President, American Funds 

To reserve seating please call Kathy Pittman 
by Thursday, September 26th

Call 804-435-7705 or 800-378-2165
email kpittman@investdavenport.com

44 First Street White Stone, Virginia 22578

Indian Creek Yacht Club & Country Club
362 Club Drive Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Gary Clay, Jr. 
First Vice President, Investments

Brian Mantez
Vice President, Investments

This event is sponsored in part by Davenport & Company LLC, The Federal Reserve Bank, and American Funds. 
All parties are not affiliated.

JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130  800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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Do You Remember?

Benson and Eddie Detrick. The manager was Tommy Hughes and the coach was Henri 
Chase Jr., who also was the school principal.

YOUR LETTERS

There is a wonderful positive 
energy going on at all three of 
our public schools this year. 
You feel it when you walk in 
the buildings, when you see 
the students, faculty and staff. 
There is a sense of “we are all 
in this together, for the kids.” 
There is communication, 
respect, a sense of leadership in 
the form of leading by example.

At the board meeting this 
month I heard firsthand how 
all of the teachers in all of the 
schools came together before 
the start of the year. They partic-
ipated in training and programs 
to establish this is one school 
system, working together to 
provide support and continuity 
for our students. Mr. Tupponce 
and his team did an excellent 
presentation to show how the 
schools are moving forward to 
improve learning conditions 
and atmosphere, so that in turn 
test scores may improve. All 
three principals reported on the 
positive responses and attitudes 
of the students and staff the first 
week.  

There is a change going on 
for the better. The schools wel-
come visitors and have noth-
ing to hide. I encourage the 
community to stop in and take 
a look, see for yourself what 
is going on instead of relying 
on the word on the street.  I 
know you will be pleasantly 
surprised. Help me encourage 
the positive. Life feeds on what 
is around you, so lets all make 
that something good to digest.

Donna McGrath,

Schools are
moving forward

As president of the North-
ern Neck Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Native Plant Society, I’d 
like to take the opportunity to 
acknowledge the people of our 
community who participated 
in our annual plant sale at Wic-
omico Church on September 
7. The interest expressed by 
many patrons in supporting 
our efforts to encourage native 
plantings, whether they be 
trees, vines, bushes, or flower-
ing perennials, was rewarding 
for us. 

Instant gratification now and 
planting for future generations 
beautifies our neighborhoods 
and helps make living here 
more worthwhile. Searching 
out the Plant of the Month 
and supporting the Go Native-
Grow Native campaign further 
enhances our outreach.  

Ted Munns,
Reedville

Encouraging
native plantings

No way could one demean 
the contributions of Alexan-
der Fleet to this community. 
His many difficult educational 
and leadership assignments are 
recognized and appreciated by 
“old timers” and “come heres” 
like me.

However, Mr. Fleet’s com-
mendable service has become 
tarnished by the spiraling down-
ward trend of the Lancaster 
County school system of which 
he has led in various capacities. 
Blame should not rest solely 

Time for 
directional change 
in our schools

upon Mr. Fleet.
But this downward spiral 

must be reversed. Why would 
anyone with school-age chil-
dren want to move to Irvington 
after viewing most national real 
estate web sites that show the 
county schools in red or mini-
mally orange? Where is the 
hope that tomorrow will be a 
better educational day for our 
young people supported not 
only by statistics, but in com-
munity pride of its schools? 
Why must we wait two, three, 
four or more years to turn 
things around?

Children cannot be left 
behind because of our failure 
to tackle change now. We dare 
not rest in the name of “experi-
enced sameness.” Rather, let us 
work together now to introduce 
new and inclusive ideas, make 
needed directional changes, 
and, yes, hire a superintendent 
who understands the important 
contributions our retired mili-
tary, government service, and 
private sector retirees make 
every day to this community. 
We need a board and admin-
istration that excites students, 
their teachers, parents, guard-
ians and residents alike that 
Lancaster County can and will 
become a Commonwealth 
center of academic excellence.

Dr. Robert Westbrook’s elec-
tion to the school board seat 
held by Mr. Fleet will put us on 
the right path. His outstanding 
educational, professional and 
community leadership creden-
tials bring hope that “tomorrow 
will become a better day” for 
Lancaster County education. 

Bill Spicuzza,
Irvington

Dean Sumner, 12-year 
member of the Northumber-
land School Board, will dis-
cuss “How to Make Education 
More Effective” at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 24, at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club 
building, 3989 White Chapel 
Road in Lively.

Sumner has been a small-
business owner in Northum-
berland since 1988. He is the 
owner of the Quinton Oaks 
Golf Course in Callao, which 
he designed and built, as well 
as the Queenfield Golf Course. 
He coaches the Northumber-
land County High School golf 
team and has served on the 
county’s Little League Board.

In 2011, Sumner ran in a 
three-way race for the GOP 
candidacy for the 99th Dis-
trict House seat in the General 
Assembly, now held by Mar-
garet Ransone. This year he is 
running unopposed for his 4th 
term on the Northumberland 
School Board. He serves on the 
Regional Board for EVB Bank. 
He and his wife, Joan, reside in 
Callao and have three children.

School issues and policies 
are currently appearing on the 
local scene as well as else-
where in the state and coun-
try. The public is invited to the 
meeting, sponsored by the 99th 
District Tea Party.

Sumner to 
address effective 
education policies

Virginia voters will have a 
chance to publicly ask candi-
dates for office questions, and 
the office-seekers will have the 
opportunity to answer those 
questions in a continuous open 
forum between now and Elec-
tion Day.

AARP Virginia has unveiled 
its 2013 voter engagement cam-
paign, called We Want to Know. 
The effort, which will be con-
ducted entirely through social 
media, will give voters across 
the state an online venue for 
asking the candidates questions 
about the issues that matter to 
them. All candidates running 
for public office in Virginia are 
being asked to answer the ques-
tions publicly via Facebook and 
Twitter.

“If the candidates won’t 
face the voters in a traditional 
statewide broadcast debate, 
we’re taking the voters to them 
through social media,” said 
AARP Virginia state director 
Bill Kallio.

AARP Virginia has tradi-
tionally sponsored a statewide 
debate for the governor’s race 
with the League of Women 
Voters of Virginia. The debate 
won’t be held this year because 
the candidates couldn’t agree 
on the debate guidelines in 
time to produce the live televi-
sion broadcast. The groups will 
continue to host the People’s 
Debate in the future for Virgin-
ia’s U.S. Senate and gubernato-
rial races.

“We will make sure that Vir-
ginia voters get a chance to ask 
the candidates questions and 
encourage the candidates to 
answer those questions pub-
licly,” Kallio said.

We Want to Know is a grass-
roots social media effort con-
ducted by AARP volunteers 
and voters across the state. 
AARP volunteers will attend 
election-related events such as 
candidate town hall meetings, 
forums and debates as well as 
fairs and festivals. Using “Flat 
People” props that are life-
sized cutouts of AARP volun-

AARP Virginia launches 
election social media effort

teers, the advocates will give 
voters the opportunity to write 
down their questions for the 
candidates on a white board, 
take the voters’ photos posing 
with the Flat People and post 
the pictures and questions on 
Twitter and Facebook. The can-
didates will be asked to answer 
the question by replying to it 
publicly on social media. Using 
the hashtag #WW2K, the ques-
tions will be easily located on 
Facebook and Twitter.

“This effort will give voters 
a chance to see their questions 
answered,” Kallio said.  “Other-
wise, the only people who get 
to ask the candidates for gov-
ernor questions will be lawyers 
and business groups.”

All candidates for public 
office in Virginia – governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney 
general and contested House 
of Delegates races – will be tar-
geted by the #WW2K effort.

Voters can participate in the 
effort on their own, without 
attending a public event where 
AARP volunteers and the Flat 
People will be working.

“If a voter asks a question on 
Facebook or Twitter and uses 
the hashtag #WW2K while tag-
ging AARP Virginia, we will 
make sure the candidates get 
those questions,” Kallio said. 
Instructions on how to partici-
pate are at www.aarp.org/va.

AARP Virginia’s Twitter 
handle is www.twitter.com/
aarpva and the Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/aarpvir-
ginia.

GOT THE  I TC H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com
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Join us on September 21 for the Chesapeake Habitat for Humanity Community Build Day.

“

”
 — Paula Owens

Paula Owens
Chesapeake Bank 
Mortgage Lending Specialist 
and Habitat Volunteer

Pat Lewis
Chesapeake Bank 

Human Resources Director 
and Habitat Volunteer

Cathy Snowden
Chesapeake Bank 
Kilmarnock Branch Manager
and Habitat Volunteer

    +             + You   

On September 5, U.S. Sen. 
Mark Warner held a town meet-
ing at Rappahannock Commu-
nity College’s Warsaw Campus, 
where his principal topic was the 
federal budget. He described his 
stance and then fielded a number 
of  questions on that and other 
subjects, including “Obam-
acare,” sequestration, the deple-
tion of the Potomac Aquifer, and 
the death penalty. 

For 70 out of the last 75 years, 
Warner said, the United States has 
had an annual budget deficit, and 
is now over $17 trillion in debt. 
“Whose fault is that?” he asked 
rhetorically, but stressed that nei-
ther Democrats nor Republicans 
are solely responsible for the sit-
uation. A budget surplus occurs 
when taxes amount to 19.5 to 
21% of the economy. At present, 
taxes stand at 17%, while spend-
ing is up to 24%. 

“In order to get out of the 
hole,” said Warner, “we need 
more revenue, and we need to 
cut spending. How did it get so 
bad?” He cited tax cuts of $4.5 
trillion over the last ten years, 
as well as five factors that have 
boosted spending over the 
same period. These are national 

Warner focuses on budget during visit to RCC Warsaw

defense; homeland security; two 
wars fought on credit (President 
Nixon, he mentioned, paid for 
the war in Viet Nam without 
adding to the deficit by setting up 
a tax surcharge dedicated to that 
purpose); Medicare Part D, cov-
ering prescription drugs; and the 
fact that Americans are simply 
living longer. At one time, out of 

every 16 workers who contrib-
uted to the Social Security pro-
gram from their paychecks, only 
one lived long enough to take 
advantage of it. Now one person 
out of every three lives to retire 
and draw Social Security. It is a 
testimony to the effectiveness of 
modern health care, but it does 
come with a price tag.

“Medicare and Social Secu-
rity are the two best programs 
the federal government has ever 
come up with. But they have to 
be paid for,” said Warner. 

He said the changes he advo-
cates are not drastic. He would 
apply a decrease, not to the 
amount of a Social Security 
check, but to the percentage by 
which it increases from year to 
year, and would raise the age at 
which benefits start to 68 or 69. 
In addition, he favors establish-
ing a special fund solely dedi-
cated to reducing the national 
debt. But, he emphasized, these 
changes must start now. “If we 
leave it for our kids and grand-
kids to deal with, it will be much 
worse.”

“Do you want rational gov-
ernment?” asked Warner. “Then 
don’t vote for people that sign 
pledges. Turn off the news, and 
support the politicians that go for 
less spending—reinforce good 
behavior regardless of party affil-
iations.” 

“The debt is a national security 
issue, and the solution is neither 
Democratic nor Republican. We 
need to stop being partisan,” he 
added.

The Community Foundation’s “Amazing Raise” continues 
through 6 p.m. on Thursday, September 19, and Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern urges the community to make a donation before 
the annual “giving challenge” ends.

The Amazing Raise offers participating nonprofit organizations in 
central and eastern Virginia the opportunity to compete for incentive 
prizes. Over $145,000 in extra grant money is up for grabs. 

Contributors can participate from their home computer by visit-
ing www.GiveRiverCounties.org to make a donation. To support the 
Tavern, input “Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern” in the search box.

The Tavern also is hosting an open house in its Transportation 
Museum Building behind the facility in Heathsville. Refreshments, 
door prizes, information and demonstrations have been ongoing by 
the Tavern’s five artisan guilds: the Blacksmiths, Quilters, Spinners 
& Weavers, Woodworking, and Crafters. Laptops are available for 
visitors to make online donations.

Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern dates back to circa 1795, when 
it served travelers during “Court Days” at the old Northumber-
land Courthouse. Today, in addition to the historical structure, the 
complex includes a working blacksmith forge, modern and period 
woodworking shops, an antique carriage collection, the Transporta-
tion Museum Building, which is rented out for community events, 
and its five artisan guilds. The Tavern’s fall schedule of Heritage 
Arts classes is now available online at www.rhhtfoundation.org. The 
offerings include wool applique quilting, decorative needlepoint and 
counted cross-stitch, braided rugmaking, decorative fabric dyeing, 
aromatherapy, crazy quilt stitching, beaded bracelets and stained 
glass making.

The Tavern also sponsors the Heathsville Farmers’ Market, held 
on the third Saturday of the month from April through October.

Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern is at 73 Monument Place, behind 
the old Northumberland Courthouse in Heathsville. Visit www.rhht-
foundation.org, or call 804-580-3377. 

Tavern continues its open house
during Sept 19 ‘Amazing Raise’


