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Picnic kicks
off campaign
for school
board seat
by Audrey Thomasson

Welcoming back 2,700 students
3D PRINTING ARRIVES—Some Northumberland County students
returned to class Tuesday to see new high tech equipment in place, such
as this 3D printer being shown above by instructors Michelle Gordon
and Scott Syster. It will be used in Northumberland High School’s new
pre-engineering class. Northumberland’s enrollment on the ﬁrst day was
reported at 1,422 students—657 at the elementary school, 325 at the
middle school and 440 at the high school. Photo by Renss Greene

IRVINGTON—Two of the three
District 5 hopefuls for a Lancaster
County school board seat presented
different views on the status of Lancaster schools at the annual Democratic Party picnic at Hills Quarters
community center Monday.
Current school board member Alexander Fleet and challenger Dr. Robert
Westbrook addressed school issues
before some 85 people. Another
challenger, Bill Smith, was unable
to attend the Labor Day event due to
family commitments.

UNLOADING THE BUSES—With some 416 students arriving Tuesday for
the ﬁrst day of class at Lancaster Primary School (left), principal Ernest Fleet
Palin said only six students were not dressed in the mandatory uniform.The
Alexander Fleet, 85, a former
school called those parents to remind them, said Palin. Lancaster Middle
superintendent of Lancaster Schools,
School reported 480 students enrolled and Lancaster High anticipated 399.
The numbers are expected to increase at each school with transfers and praised school superintendent Dr.
Daniel Lukich for doing “a good
late registrations. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Emergency fees increase in Lancaster
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Price hikes for an ambulance
ride to the hospital went into effect September 1,
following a unanimous vote last week by county
supervisors.
Service fees increased by $25 to $50, bringing
rates to between $450 and $650, depending on
the level of service provided the patient. Mileage
fees went from $12 to $13 a loaded mile.
According to county administrator Frank
Pleva, the price hikes bring the county’s fees in
line with those of neighboring counties and are a
result of rising costs.
“It streamlines and simpliﬁes billing for the

Northern Neck Planning District,” which handles
billing for four of the counties of the Northern
Neck, Pleva reported to supervisors.
Chief of Emergencey Management Services
Christina Hubbard said the fees also had to be
brought in line with the government’s allowable
rates.
“Medicaid sets the allowable charges for any
medical service,” said Hubbard. “They set a minimum and maximum rate. Our rate was below the
allowable and we could not bill them. Therefore,
we had to raise the rate.”
Since insurance companies follow the government-set rate, having a rate lower than that
accepted by Medicare or Medicaid would mean

the county couldn’t bill the insurance companies
either, Hubbard explained.
The money collected for transport by ambulance goes to support paid staff and to reimburse
the volunteer squads for milage. Hubbard said the
county’s paid medics handle 50% of the emergency coverage for the area served by Kilmarnock Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad and 70%
of the emergency coverage for the area served by
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad.
“The money recovered from the ambulance
transport charges only covers a third of what it
costs,” said Hubbard. The remainder is raised
through donations to the squads and through
county supplements.

job.”
“The local newspaper is not always
sympathetic to the public schools
when they said the schools are ‘accredited with warning’,” Fleet said. “Let
me assure you our three schools are
fully accredited for three years and we
have three years to correct” failures
on the Standards of Learning (SOL)
test scores.
The Rappahannock Record’s reference to “accreditation with warning”
was a direct quote from Lukich, which
the superintendent included in printed
materials distributed to the board and
public.
Fleet noted that the primary school
and high school failed only one out
of four categories of the SOLs. “The
CAMPAIGN, continued on page A2

Bluff Point community to celebrate school’s 100 years
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—A local historical landmark is preparing to
celebrate the 100th year since its
founding.
On September 21, Bluff Point
School will celebrate its centennial
anniversary. The celebration will
host museums, authors, refreshments, and more, as the Bluff
Point Community League, which
owns the building, looks back on
100 years of Bluff Point history.
Bluff Point Graded School #3, as
it was originally known, recalls the
earliest days of public education in
the United States. Built in 1913, it
was the third of three schools built
in Bluff Point and the first to have
two rooms. Public education had
only been instituted in Virginia
in 1870, as one of the conditions
of its readmission to the United
States following the Civil War.
At that time, education was only
guaranteed through grade seven.
Public education in those early
days was very different. With
few roads and little infrastructure or transportation to speak
of, accounts from students of the
school tell of walking to school
or even paddling across creeks.
Grades one through three were
taught in one room, and four
through seven in the other. The
school was built with lumber
donated by the community, and
school funds were so limited that
parents supplied wood for the
stove and repaired the building.
There was no indoor plumbing,

Virginia Kelley holds a picture of her
husband, James Kelley, who attended
Bluff Point School.

and water came from a handpumped well outside. Modern
transportation and schools had not
yet allowed for large, centralized
schools in the Northern Neck, and
when it opened, Bluff Point #3 was
one of 44 schools in Northumberland County.
In 1933, Bluff Point was closed
and students transferred to centralized schools in Wicomico Church
and Kilmarnock. Few people are
alive today to recall Bluff Point
Graded School #3 as it was when
it was a schoolhouse. There may
be only one: Virginia Kelley,
the 96-year-old widow of James
Kelley, who attended Bluff Point
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before it was closed.
Walking into Mrs. Kelley’s
house on the morning of Labor
Day, I am immediately overrun
by an exuberant crowd of greatgrandchildren. Four generations
of family are in the house on Bluff
Point, looking out at the Chesapeake Bay from land that has been
in the family since before the
American Revolution. Mrs. Kelley’s son, grandson, granddaughter-in-law, and grandchildren pack
into their cars and head back to
Richmond, and Mrs. Kelley invites
me to sit at the dining room table
and talk. She was born on Christmas Day in 1916.
If James Kelley were here today,
he would be 102 years old, his
widow tells me. All of his family
attended school here, and his
sister, Ada, taught at Bluff Point
Graded School #3. Virginia herself went to school in Wicomico
Church.
“I met James on the wharf at
White Stone,” Mrs. Kelley recalls.
“That was a place that most everybody wound up, at White Stone
beach, when you were dating.”
The Northern Neck at that time
was even more isolated, and the
best way to get off of it was by
steamboat. “If you needed to get
out of the Northern Neck, you
took the steamboat,” Mrs. Kelley
said.
Virginia and James met in 1933
and married in 1936. James died at
age 67 from lung cancer.
James sometimes reminisced
about his time at Bluff Point, said
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Whitaker came to James’ funeral.
“I remember her saying she would
cry, but she didn’t have tears.”
“Lula was very fond of James,”
Mrs. Kelley said. “She let him do
anything he wanted to do.”
James and Virginia both liked a
good time in school. “Books were
Sept. 21, 2-5 p.m.
a thing James didn’t like,” Mrs.
Kelley said. “He’d rather been
2595 Bluff Point Road
home playing in the water than
in school anywhere, but I think
Mrs. Kelley. He told her he walked he enjoyed the time that he went
to school, made the fire, fed the
there,” Mrs. Kelley tells me.
teacher’s horse, and cleaned the
When Bluff Point Graded School
building.
#3 closed, James went to the new
“One of the teachers there dearly Kilmarnock High School. James
loved James,” Mrs. Kelly tells me. worked in the water all his life,
“Her name was Lula Whitaker; she
CENTENNNIAL, continued on page A2
was a sister of my brother’s wife.”

Celebrate
‘100 Years
of Continuing
Education’

Suzy Swift of the Bluff Point Community League holds an inkwell dating
to the school days of Bluff Point School. In the background is a display of
documents found inside the walls of the school during its restoration.
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primary school failed in math
but next year will make it,”
he stated. He noted the high
school also failed only in the
math category.
“We’ve added a math instructor and added a lot of new additions to our program and we’ll
have a ﬁne year,” said Fleet.
However, he admitted the
middle school failed in all four
categories—math, English, science and history.
According to the Virginia
Department of Education, any
failure, even by a sub-group,
is cause for failing the entire
school.
Fleet took credit for introducing mandatory school uniforms
because he claimed it is a real
deterrent in discipline problems. “I thought we should start
in the primary school and add it
later at the middle school,” he
said, but other board members
From left, Scoutmaster Randy Smith, Ben Wrightson, Blake Smith, Jared Madison and pushed to put it in both schools,
Christopher Ryan stand in front of Bluff Point School. Blake Smith raised the money for a which Fleet supported.
ﬂagpole at the school as his Eagle Scout project. Photo courtesy Cherie Fowler
If re-elected to a second
term on the school board, Fleet
said he plans to add a high
school student and citizen to
the school board in non-voting
continued from page A1
positions in order to get their
perspective.
catching fish and oysters
ation of the Northern Neck
work on the centennial celand eventually starting
Historical Marker which
Westbrook
ebration last year. “We’ve
Kelley Seafood.
now stands outside the
“Education is how we lift
been in gear for eight
Mrs. Kelley shows me
building.
ourselves up to be successful.
months now,” Braatz said.
a black-and-white photo
According to their
It is how I succeeded and how
The celebration will feaof a waterman wearing a
research, in 1937 the school ture displays and historical
you succeeded. How tragic
broad grin. He has goodwas sold to trustees of the
would it be if we were to fail
artifacts from several area
natured mischief in his eye, Lower Northumberland
our children and not give them
museums, including the
clearly visible even on the
Community League and
the same opportunities we have
Reedville Fishermen’s
aged photo. This was James became a community center, Museum, the Northern Neck had,” Westbrook said.
Kelley.
and has remained a center
“We have serious problems.
Farm Museum, the KilmarHelene Braatz and Suzy
for community activities and nock Museum, the Mary
Lancaster schools are failing
Swift of the Bluff Point
gatherings since. In 2009, it Ball Washington Museum,
our children for two reasons:
Community League have
was placed on the National
The school board hired the
and the Steamboat Era
compiled a history of Bluff
Register of Historic Places.
wrong person for superintenMuseum, Braatz said.
Point School, making them
Braatz and Swift, along
dent two years ago and the
Several notable local
the de facto Bluff Point
with Ida Hall and Cherie
authors are also expected to board does not know what to do
School historian laureates.
Fowler of the Bluff Point
in response to their mistake.”
attend. John Wilson, author
They also pushed the creCommunity League, started of “Virginia’s Northern
After one year with Lukich at
the helm of Lancaster schools,
Neck: A Pictorial History,”
English and math scores have
children’s author and local
dropped, according to Westorganizer Ginger Philbrick,
and Northern Neck historian brook. He produced a graph of
math scores showing two years
Carolyn Jett will be sellof steady passing scores under
ing and autographing their
the former superintendent and
books. There will also be
two years under Lukich, when
hands-on displays for chilscores fell to 58% on SOLs.
dren and refreshments.
Westbrook, 66, referred to
“We want to give a flavor
the teacher survey conducted
of what life was like when
halfway through Lukich’s
Bluff Point was open,”
second year, in which “an
Braatz said.
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overwhelming 85% of teachers responded...they are very
dissatisﬁed with the superintendent, including 26% who
said there is an atmosphere of
fear in the school system.” He
also noted that 64% of teachers
were dissatisﬁed with the central ofﬁce.
If elected, Westbrook said
he would vote against renewing Lukich’s contract when
it expires in June, 2014, and
begin an immediate search for
a new superintendent.
If elected, “I would move
to establish an advisory committee of teachers to allow the
board to hear and understand
their issues ﬁrst-hand...We
would develop a thoughtful
and reasonable budget without
threats of teacher or maintenance worker furloughs,” he
said.
“There has been a distinct
reluctance by Mr. Fleet as
chairman of the school board
to effectively remind Dr.
Lukich that he is an employee
of the board...the school board
has been remiss...by not taking
control of a bad situation.”
The election will be held
November 5.

Dump sites
to close for
Thanksgiving
LANCASTER—Thanksgiving, usually one of the busiest
trash days of the year, will be a
day off for crews at the county
dump sites this year.
For years, Lancaster’s waste
disposal sites have been open
364 days of the year—closed
only on Christmas Day. Now, at
the request of employees manning the sites, supervisors agreed
unanimously to close the facilities
on Thanksgiving Day as well.
“The facilities were only closed
on Christmas because workers
wanted the extra work times,”
said District 1 supervisor Butch
Jenkins.
According to county administrator Frank Pleva, other area
counties close their facilities one
day a week for maintenance as
well as the six major holidays,
which he said amounts to over 50
days a year.

Cruise-In is Sunday
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collector vehicles to join them Sunday, September 8, at the
Boys and Girls Club in Kilmarnock for the club’s monthly
Cruise-In and meeting. The meeting starts at 3 p.m. followed
by the Cruise-In at 4 p.m. Prizes and a 50/50 winner are
announced at end of the Cruise-In. The public is welcome to
visit with the owners of vehicles like those pictured above.
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New Exhibit
Labor Day Show
Winners
September 3 - 21
Reception September 6
5 - 7pm

R

RAPPAHANNOCK

RAL Studio Gallery
19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

ART L EAGUE

RAL is a proud afﬁliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
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SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this
week reported the arrest of
seven individuals.

Felonies
Antonio C. Conaway, 39,
of Wilson Lane was charged
August 30 with felonious
assault and misdemeanor
destruction of property.

Misdemeanors
A 40-year-old White Stone
area man was charged August
26 with two counts of domestic
assault and battery.
A 40-year-old White Stone
area woman was charged
August 26 with domestic
assault and battery.
A 25-year-old Williams Mill
Lane man was charged August
27 with non-support.
A 51-year-old Warsaw area
woman was charged August 28
with drunk driving and reckless driving.
A 59-year-old Corrotoman
Drive woman was charged
August 29 with contempt of a
court order.
A 54-year-old Sullavans
Road woman was charged September 1 with failure to appear
in Richmond County court.
August 26: Staff received
a complaint about a damaged trafﬁc control sign on
West Point Road (the Virginia
Department of Transportation
(VDOT) was notiﬁed to have
the sign replaced); responded
to an illegal dumping complaint
on Jefferson Street; responded
with the Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) to an
assault call on School Street;
and responded to Harris Road
for a suspicious vehicle complaint.
August 27: Staff responded
to an injured game animal
complaint in the 9500 block
of River Road; responded to
Courthouse Road on a motorist’s complaint of a scrap metal
hauler loosing part of the load
onto the roadway; responded to
the Norris Bridge on a motorist’s complaint of heavy debris
on the bridge; received a walkin complaint of possible fraud
(incident determined to have
occurred in Virginia Beach;
complainant was advised to ﬁle
a report with Virginia Beach
authorities); and responded to
the Irvington Road area on a
motorist’s complaint of loose
gravel being a trafﬁc hazard.
August 28: Staff responded
to a burglary complaint in the

CRIME SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers is looking for information on a break-in to a residence at 673 Benson Rd.,
Weems, sometime between
August 14-19. The house was
being renovated. Taken from the
home were a ceiling fan with a
silver dome and brown blades,
a jam saw, a hand sander, boxes
of ceramic tile, gas logs, and a
set of encyclopedias.
On August 25, owners of a
residence at 486 Lumberlost
Rd., Weems, returned home to
ﬁnd there had been a break-in.
Removed from the home was a
12-gauge shotgun and shells.
Wanted: Michael Tyrell
Smith is wanted on violation of
a court order. He is described
as a black male, 29 years old,
6 feet, 230 pounds, with brown
eyes and black hair. His last
known address was 89 School
St., Kilmarnock (he is no
longer at that location).

If you have information on
the above cases, call Lancaster
County Crime Solvers at 4627463.
If your information leads to
an arrest, you could receive a
reward of up to $1,000. You
will not have to give your name
or appear in court.

4000 block of Merry Point
Road (destruction of property
only, no damage estimate);
attempted to locate a reported
reckless driver traveling from
Greys Point towards White
Stone; responded to a trespass complaint on St. Andrews
Lane; responded with Virginia
State Police (VSP) and the
White Stone Police Department (WSPD) to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash on Windmill
Point Road; and responded to
a larceny complaint on Wilson
Lane (no criminal incident).
August 29: Staff checked on
the well-being of a Third Street
resident at the request of a concerned citizen (no emergency
services needed-telephone line
problem reported); attempted
to locate a reported reckless
driver in the area of Black
Stump Road; received a disturbance complaint from a Wilson
Lane resident (complainant did
not want an ofﬁcer to respond
to the scene); responded to
Arbor Drive on a complaint of
unauthorized use of a vehicle
(complainant declined to prosecute the charge); responded to
an illegal dumping complaint
in the 10600 block of Mary
Ball Road; and responded to
a domestic disturbance on
Wilson Lane.

August 30: Staff responded
to an E911 disconnect call on
Talon Court (no emergency services needed); received a grand
larceny report; responded to N.
Main Street on a complaint of
indecent exposure by a juvenile; received a curse and abusive language complaint from
a Wilson Lane resident (complainant did not want an ofﬁcer to respond to the scene);
responded with KPD to a suspicious persons complaint on
Eubank Drive (subjects found
to be living in a tent in the
woods); and responded to a
domestic assault call on West
Point Road.
August 31: Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant after
prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed);
received a destruction of property report from a Second
Street property owner (shed
door, outside light, trash
throughout the yard; $125
damages); responded with
Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) to a medical alarm call
on Old Airport Road; checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant after
pre-arranged telephone contact could not be made (no

Michael Tyrell Smith

emergency services needed);
attempted to locate a reported
drunk driver in the White Stone
area; responded to a trespass
complaint in the 4900 block
of Windmill Point Road; and
responded to a shots ﬁred call
on Shady Grove Lane.
September 1:
Staff
responded to Merry Point
Road on a report of barrier
tape blocking the roadway;
responded to a noise violation
complaint in the 4800 block of
Mary Ball Road; responded
with KPD to the area of Dixie
Avenue on a complaint of
motorcycles racing in the area;
and responded to a domestic
disturbance on Benson Road.
September
2:
Staff
responded with VSP to assist
Northumberland
authorities on a ﬁght call, possible
weapons involved, at the Split
Lounge; responded with EMS
to a medical emergency at
Windmill Point (med-evac
involved); responded to a
verbal dispute on First Street;
responded to Reynolds Farm
Road in an attempt to locate
a snake reportedly inside the
residence; responded to the
area of Churchill Beach on a
complaint of suspicious vehicles in the area; responded to
several E911 disconnect calls
that were determined to come
from the same location on Millenbeck Road (children playing on the phone); and notiﬁed
VDOT of a downed trafﬁc control sign at Irvington and Old
Salem Roads.
September
3:
Staff
checked on the well-being
of a Thomas Road resident
at the request of a concerned
citizen (no emergency services
needed; DSS and building ofﬁcial notiﬁed of conditions).
The sheriff ’s staff also conducted 24 trafﬁc stops during
the week, issued seven summonses, assisted 10 motorists,
ﬁelded two deer strike reports,
provided trafﬁc control twice,
responded to seven building
alarms, conducted six prisoner
transports and received two
calls for animal control services.

Fire calls
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
a vehicle ﬁre on Rappahannock Drive, a trafﬁc crash on
Windmill Point Road and a
med-evac landing zone at the
ﬁre house.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer

Fire Department responded
to a transformer ﬁre on Bluff
Point Road and a brush ﬁre on
Browns Lane.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a med-evac landing zone on
Hunton Lane.

FYI

River Market
Prime Rib
Dinner $16.99
7HITE 3TONE s 435-1725

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&
Take quality consignments
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

DOUBLE FEATURE

Fine Consignment’s, Antiques, Ladies Apparel & Jewelry

J G WILLETT

Grand Opening
OHN
August 31, 2013 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Door Prizes
(804) 436-3769

Owner

www.facebook.com/
doublefeatureconsignment
doublefeatureconsignment@gmail.com
390 Chesapeake Drive
PO BOX 1129
White Stone, VA 22578

35 S. Main Street
Kilmarnock

How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised.
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Thursday, September 12, 2013
10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS
 3OUTH -AIN 3TREET s +ILMARNOCK 6!
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Plan for next disruption during
National Preparedness Month
★★★★★
“Making Memories since 1969”

Within the past two years,
many Virginians have been
affected by natural disasters,
from the historic Mineral
earthquake to hurricanes
Irene and Sandy, to Tropical Storm Lee to a severe
derecho wind storm and also
winter storms. Being ready
for emergencies is essential,
and there is no better time

to prepare than September,
which is National Preparedness Month.
“Advance planning for
disasters pays off,” said
Michael Cline, state coordinator of emergency management. “Those who have
taken some time to get their
families, homes and businesses ready for emergen-

From left are Northern Neck Kiwanis president-elect Jim
Deaver, Delegate Margaret Ransone and Kiwanis president
Charlie Wiggs.

Del. Ransone visits Kiwanians
On August 21, Delegate
Margaret Ransone spoke at
the regular meeting of the
Northern Neck Kiwanis Club.
She updated the audience on
several of the bills that were
before the House last session
and answered many questions
from the group. Delegate Ransone is a member of the Virginia House of Delegates representing the 99th District.
Plans are being made to
once again set up a Northern Neck Kiwanis booth at
the annual Oyster Festival in
Urbanna. The Kiwanians con-

tinue to receive boat donations
for their annual boat auction
and thank everyone again for
their help and donations for a
successful auction last May.
The club’s installation of
ofﬁcers will be held at Windows on the Water in September.
The Kiwanis Club of the
Northern Neck meets on
Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. at St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church
in Kilmarnock. If you have an
interest in Kiwanis or need
more information, call Charlie
Wiggs at 438-6413.

cies recover more quickly,
and it doesn’t have to cost
a lot or take a lot of time to
prepare.”
Families and individuals
should plan as though they
will be without electricity,
water service, access to a
supermarket or other local
services for at least three
days. Follow these steps:
s -AKE A PLAN 4HIS MAY
be the single most important
thing you can do, and it’s
free. Make sure everyone
in your family understands
where to go and what to
do in case of an emergency. Update your contact
information and post it in
visible places in your home
and workplace. Get a free
emergency plan worksheet
at www.ReadyVirginia.
gov or download the Ready
Virginia app from the App
Store and Google Play.
s 3ET ASIDE EMERGENCY
supplies. Don’t wait for a
storm. Buy preparedness
items throughout the year
instead of all at once. Shop
at sales and used goods
stores. Choose the essentials that fit your needs and
budget. If you don’t have
emergency supplies, September is a good time to get
started. Get a list at www.
ReadyVirgina.gov.
s 3TORE WATER 9OU DONT
have to buy expensive
bottled water. Just make
sure your water containers are disinfected and
airtight. Have at least a
three-day supply of water on
hand – that’s one gallon per

person per day.
s #HECK YOUR POLICY 4AKE
a few minutes to review
your insurance policy
during National Preparedness Month. Get with your
agent to make any necessary
changes. Consider adding
flood insurance because
most policies don’t include
it. Renters can get flood
insurance too. Visit www.
floodsmart.gov for more.
s 3TAY INFORMED 3TAY
aware of changing weather
conditions by monitoring
local media reports. Get
a battery-powered and/
or hand-crank radio with
a weather band so you can
hear emergency information
when the power is out.
To learn more about
National Preparedness
Month and to join the
national community of
people and organizations
who have pledged to prepare
in September, go to www.
Ready.gov.

Remember . . .
What goes
around
comes around.

RECYCLE
Rapppahannock Record
We recycle.

DON’T MISS IT!

St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal Church

YARD SALE
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
All proceeds will benefit the local community

An impressive variety of practical
and usable items:
Furniture • Glass and China • Clothing
Accessories • Jewelry • Books • Household Stuff
Children’s Toys • Working Electronics • Linens
Kitchen Items • Yard - Garden & Workshop Tools
Antique Furniture and Items

On display at our Parish Hall
and DuPont Room
Directions:
To Lively on
Rt. 3, turn left
on Rt. 201 to Rt.
354. Church is
on right at
intersection.
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Schools seek funding
for third school nurse
by Audrey Thomasson

Middlesex County supervisors Beth Hurd and Jack Miller (both seated) join U.S. Senator Tim
Kaine (left) and others on last Friday’s tour of the Rappahannock River Oyster Company in
Topping.The group also visited some public oyster rocks and sanctuaries on the Rappahannock
River. Photo by Larry Chowning

Senator Kaine visits Topping
to see improved oyster industry
by Larry Chowning
The continued recovery of
the Rappahannock River oyster
industry continues to attract
political attention. On Friday,
U.S. Senator Tim Kaine visited the Rappahannock River
Oyster Company facilities at
Topping and the public oyster
grounds and oyster sanctuaries on the river.
Two Middlesex supervisors
also took the tour along with
media from throughout the
state. The news is that preliminary 2012 oyster harvest ﬁgures indicate 320,000 bushels
were harvested in 2012, a 29%
increase over the 2011 harvest
of 250,000 bushels.
Earlier in August, Gov. Bob
McDonnell and other state
ofﬁcials visited Kellum Seafood in Weems to talk about
the improved oyster harvest.
The oyster harvest has
increased tenfold over the
past decade. In 2001 the total
Virginia harvest was a dismal
23,000 bushels.
When he was governor of
Virginia several years ago,
Kaine helped protect and
foster the state’s oyster industry. He was also supportive
of Gov. Bob McDonnell and
the Virginia General Assembly’s decision to allocate $2
million this year that went to
mining fossil oyster shells
from the James River and redistributing them in sanctuaries and public oyster grounds
to be used as “clutch” on beds.
(Clutch is what baby oysters
attach to as they grow into

adults.)
On Friday, Kaine and others
got an overview of two distinct
styles of growing, harvesting
and marketing oysters. Rappahannock River Oyster Company grows oysters in cages,
sell oysters in the shell by the
piece, and has an international
marketing plan. Its oysters
are sold all over the world to
upscale restaurants.
Sen. Kaine was extremely
impressed with this ﬁrm’s
marketing plan. “That’s a
great concept,” he said. “And
a wonderful way to market a
Virginia product.”
Also during the tour, oysters were dredged off public
oyster grounds for inspection.
Virginia public oyster grounds
currently are on a three-year
harvest rotation. Drumming
Grounds, a public oyster bed
in the Rappahannock, will be
worked this year. The oysters
growing there are publicly
owned and can be harvested
by licensed oystermen. These
oysters are primarily sold to
area oyster houses that shuck
them and sell the oyster meat
in a can or jar. These shucked
oysters are usually sold to grocery stores, restaurants and
other markets.
Jim Wesson, manager of
Virginia’s Oyster Replenishment Program run by the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC), said the
state’s replenishment program
provides signiﬁcant ecological
and economic beneﬁts to Virginia.
“A single adult oyster can

purge up to 50 gallons of
water a day,” he said. “Oyster
reefs provide important forage
and refuge habitat for invertebrates, as well as juvenile
crabs and ﬁn species.”
Virginia oysters are still
susceptible to two diseases,
Dermo and MSX. However,
MSX does not kill oysters until
they reach about 3 years of
age. The three-year rotational
harvesting plan allows oysters
to be harvested before the disease can kill the adult oysters.
Also, MSX is a bacteria that
does not have any harmful
impact on humans when oysters are consumed. “We don’t
want to see these oysters lost
to disease,” Wesson said.
Wesson also said every $1
spent by the state to plant
oyster shells yields $7 in economic beneﬁts in the form of
larger harvests and increased
jobs for oyster shucking
houses, processing plants and
shipping houses.
“Over the past ﬁve years
of rotational harvest, the harvest of public oyster grounds
has almost quadrupled, from
36,000 bushels in 2008 to
137,000 bushels in 2012,” he
said.
Wesson estimated that
by 2016, provided the success continues, public oyster
grounds will yield 200,000
bushels, and the total oyster
harvest in Virginia could reach
500,000 bushels. The last time
this was accomplished was
in 1985 when over 500,000
bushels were harvested from
Virginia waters.

Hazardous and electronic waste
will be collected September 21
Bring hazardous products to the Lancaster and
Northumberland County
household hazardous and
electronics waste collections
on Saturday, September 21.
The Lancaster County time
will remain the same, 7:30 to
11 a.m. The Northumberland
collection is from 1:30 to 5
p.m., a half-hour shift from
previous collection times.
In Lancaster County,
residents should bring their
household hazardous and
electronics products to the
Kilmarnock Refuse Center,
320 White Pine Drive,(off
Irvington Rd., Rte. 200).
In Northumberland
County, the collection site
is the Horsehead Refuse
Center, 1175 Northumberland Highway.
Last May’s collections
showed continued interest
by residents, as Lancaster

County had a total of 201
residents bringing a total of
9,511 pounds of hazardous
products. In Northumberland, 117 citizens delivered
6,075 pounds. Thanks go to
residents for participating in
these collections and helping
protect their family and our
land and water from contamination by leftover hazardous
materials.
Bring hazardous items
such as spent ﬂuorescent
bulbs, unwanted pesticides,
antifreeze, rechargeable batteries, cleaners, non-latex
stains and paint, old/contaminated fuels and household
chemicals.
Bring electronic waste
such as computers, monitors, telephones (cell phones
and telephone systems),
fax machines, printers and
copiers, televisions, banking and ﬁnancial equipment,

rechargeable batteries, electronic circuit boards and
components, stereo equipment, games and PDAs.
Do not bring tires, car batteries, radioactives, smoke
detectors, medical waste,
ammo/related explosives,
latex paint or alkaline batteries (both non-hazardous).
Household appliances such
as refrigerators, freezers,
microwaves, stoves also will
not be collected.
The staff of the Northern
Neck Soil and Water Conservation District and VA Cooperative Extension assist the
two counties in this collection. For more information,
call Northern Neck Soil and
Water Conservation District
at 804-333-3525, ext. 102, or
VA Cooperative Extension
ofﬁces in Lancaster, 804462-5780, or Northumberland, 804-580-5694.

The Agenda
Local Government News
The Potomac River Fisheries Commission will meet at 9 a.m. on Thursday, September 12, at
222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach. Among agenda items are a presentation on seafood marketing
by representatives from Maryland and Virginia; a crab harvest report; reports from oyster and
clam advisory groups; a presentation of the American eel survey by VIMS; and an update on the
status of the Potomac River Atlantic menhaden harvest.
Other items on the agenda include a summary of the August ASMFC meeting; adopting the
2013-2014 gill net and oyster seasons; presenting a revised 2013-2014 budget to include updates
to the operations manual; and a delinquent seafood catch report hearing.

LANCASTER—District
2 supervisor Ernest Palin
last week became the voice
for county schools when he
asked fellow supervisors to
provide supplemental funding for a third nursing position in the school system.
Palin, who was promoted
to principal at the primary
school this year, made his
request without school board
approval and just weeks into
the new budget year. He
said the school administration is seeking an additional
$65,000 to cover the cost of
the nursing position.
Referring to the categorized budget, which does not
allow the school to transfer
funds between categories,
Palin said their hands were
tied in trying to carve out
funding.
Supervisors agreed to
review how the school system
is spending the administration category of the budget to
see if there is enough funding
before taking action.
Last year school superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich
asked for $55,000 in supplemental funding for a music
teacher and blamed supervisors for the loss of the position when they told him to
find the funding within his
$15 million budget. He was
chastised for bringing the
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Jewelry

request to the county without
first seeking approval from
the school board and for
making the request just weeks
into the new budget year.
They suggested he return in
January if he needed additional funding. Lukich did
not return and he did not hire
the music teacher that year.
In making the request,
Palin said he was focusing
on student welfare. “The
schools need a regular nurse
in each school.”
“We need to do our
research and make sure the
money isn’t there,” said District 4 supervisor William
Lee, “and then have a sense
of urgency to get it done.”
District 3 supervisor Jason
Bellows said, “This is a pure
leadership decision. They
chose to cut that position and
not something else...They
said this board cut transportation, but we increased
transportation by $45,000.”
“I agree they took the
easy way out by not replacing the nurse after she quit
and blamed this board,” said
District 5 supervisor Wally
Beauchamp.
Members agreed by consensus to ask Jack Larson
to look over the school
finances.
Larson retired last year as
county assistant administrator overseeing the county’s
budget.

J

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment
Specializing in Certiﬁed Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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Lee continued to stress the
urgency to act fast.
State code does not require
a school nurse to dispense
drugs required by students.
In the absence of a nurse, the
code assigns responsibility
to the principal or their designee.
Palin said in an earlier
interview that personnel at
each school took a training course this summer on
administering medications.

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record
Online
fast.
affordable.
easy.
804.435.1701 ex. 16

Commemoration of Robert Carter III’s
1791 Deed of Manumission

“Blue & Gray in Black & White”
Featuring internationally acclaimed folk musicians Sparky & Rhonda Rucker
* Church of Deliverance Choir, Lively, Virginia *
* Research tools on Genealogy & African-American History *

Saturday, Sept. 7th - 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Historic Christ Church
420 Christ Church Road, Weems VA 22576
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DAR promoting Constitution Week awareness
September 17 begins the
national celebration of Constitution Week. The weeklong
commemoration of America’s
most important document
is one of our country’s least
known ofﬁcial observances.
Our Constitution stands as a
testament to the tenacity of
Americans throughout history
to maintain their liberties and
freedom, and to ensure those
inalienable rights to every
American.
The tradition of celebrating
the Constitution was started
many years ago by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). The local Cobbs
Hall Chapter NSDAR is planning several activities during
the celebration this year.
In 1955, the DAR petitioned
Congress to set aside September 17-23 annually to be
dedicated for the observance
of Constitution Week. The
resolution was later adopted by

the U.S. Congress and signed
into law in 1956 by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower.
The aims of the celebration
are to (1) emphasize citizens’
responsibilities for protecting
and defending the Constitution, preserving it for posterity; (2) inform the people that
the Constitution is the basis
for America’s great heritage
and the foundation for our way
of life; and (3) encourage the
study of the historical events
which led to the framing of
the Constitution in September
1787.
The United States of America functions as a Republic
under the Constitution, which
is the oldest document still in
active use that outlines the selfgovernment of a people. This
landmark idea that men had the
inalienable right as individuals
to be free and live their lives
under their own governance
was the impetus of the Ameri-

can Revolution. Today, the
Constitution stands as an icon
of freedom for people around
the world.
“Constitution Week is the
perfect opportunity to read
and study this great document,
which is the safeguard of our
American liberties,” said DAR
President General Lynn Forney
Young. “We encourage all citizens across the country to take
time this week to reﬂect on our
heritage of freedom and come
together to Celebrate America!”
DAR has served America for
123 years as its foremost cheerleader. In 1928, the Daughters
began work on a building as a
memorial to the Constitution.
John Russell Pope, architect
of the Jefferson Memorial, was
commissioned to design the
performing arts center, known
as DAR Constitution Hall.
Today, DAR Constitution Hall
is the only structure erected in

tribute to the Constitution of
the United States of America.
Known as the largest women’s patriotic organization
in the world, DAR has over
175,000 members with approximately 3,000 chapters in all 50
states and 13 foreign countries.
The DAR has long promoted
patriotism through commemorative celebrations, memorials,
scholarships and activities for
children, and programs for new
immigrants. For more information about joining Cobbs Hall
Chapter NSDAR, call Jude
Degen at 804-435-6307.

New Bride?
Recent Anniversary?
call 435-1701 or email editor@rrecord.com
deadline is Tuesday @ noon

Celebrating
44 years
James P. and
Evelyn Owens
August 30, 1969

Love,
Purcell, Valencia and Tina, Oriel, Orin, Purcell Jr., Tyler, Tikeia,
Jaden and Drew, Oreon, Noryianna, Jarrion, Jourielle and Arhyai

Happy 65th Anniversary
Bill & Clara Bryant

The Agenda
Local Government News

Aquaculture is topic
The Rotary Club of the Northern Neck recently enjoyed
a presentation from Captain Anthony Marchetti, director
of operations for the Rappahannock Oyster Company and
Merrior Restaurant in Topping. Marchetti explained the
science of aquaculture and the potential of this industry to
provide jobs and help clean the Chesapeake Bay in the process.
Pictured are program chairman Skip Ackerly, Marchetti and
Nina Thompson, Rotary president-elect.

USAFA Lunch Bunch
On August 27, the U.S. Air Force Academy (USAFA) Class of
1961 Washington, D.C., Lunch Bunch gathered at Indian Creek
Yacht and Country Club in Kilmarnock for several hours of
historical analysis (war stories), taste testing of various
beverages, and a meal. Al “Spike” Nunn and Bill Stackhouse
organized the event. Nunn led the group in saying grace, and
Stackhouse gave appropriate remarks. From left are (ﬁrst
row) Joan Blackstone, Joan Negroni, Diane McDonough, Becky
Nunn, Sue Lefton, Marilyn Buckley and Rhoda Stackhouse;
(next row) Twy Williams, Nancy Williams, Jack McDonough,
Hector Negroni, Jerry Lefton and Judie Ploger; (next row)
Bill Sanzenbacher, John Kohout, Tony Blackstone, Al “Spike “
Nunn, Pat Buckley, Wayne Ploger and Bill Stackhouse.

Great SouthEast
ShakeOut earthquake
drill set for October 17
RICHMOND—Virginians can practice “Drop, Cover, and
Hold On,” the safe response to an earthquake, during the second
annual Great SouthEast ShakeOut earthquake drill set for Thursday, October 17, at 10:17 a.m.
“We encourage Virginia families, schools, businesses, organizations, government agencies, communities and individuals to
take this opportunity to quickly practice several steps that are
potentially life-saving should we have another strong earthquake,” said Michael Cline, state coordinator for the Virginia
Department of Emergency Management.
The October 17 earthquake drill for southeastern states follows the two-year anniversary of the August 23, 2011, 5.8 magnitude earthquake centered in Mineral. The ShakeOut provides
an opportunity to practice simple recommended actions should
an earthquake occur:
s $ROP TO THE GROUND WHERE YOU ARE
s 4AKE COVER UNDER A STURDY TABLE OR DESK IF POSSIBLE PROTECTING
your head and neck.
s (OLD ON UNTIL THE SHAKING STOPS
To register for the earthquake drill, go to shakeout.org/southest. Those who register will receive information on how to plan
their drill. The Great SouthEast ShakeOut website provides many
resources for learning how to be prepared for an earthquake and
also for promoting the ShakeOut.
Last year, nearly one million Virginians took part in the ﬁrst
Great SouthEast ShakeOut, a simultaneous earthquake drill held
in the southeastern U.S. to coincide with drills held in other states
and several countries, giving the effect of a rolling drill.
Coordinating partners for the Great SouthEast ShakeOut
include the Central U.S. Earthquake Consortium and Federal
Emergency Management Agency. ShakeOut originated in California, where statewide earthquake drills have been held annually since 2008, and has grown to be an international program.

KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock planning
commission will meet at 6
p.m. Monday, September
9, in the Kilmarnock Town
Hall at 1 N. Main Street.
According to the preliminary agenda, there will be a
public hearing on an application to rezone property
off James B. Jones Memorial Highway between
Irvington Road and Black
Stump Road from R1, low
density residential, to C2,
limited commercial. Robert
S. and Constance D. Booth
made the application.
The zoning change would
allow W.F. Booth & Son
Inc. of Kilmarnock to build
a warehouse, according to
Robert Booth.
The planning commission
will also discuss the continuing update to the town’s
comprehensive plan.
HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5
p.m. Thursday, September
12, at the courts building in
Heathsville.
Although no agenda has
yet been published, the
board is expected to hold
a public hearing on a proposal from the planning
commission that would give
the zoning administrator
power to issue a ceaseand-desist order when the
conditions of a conditional
use permit are violated.
According to assistant
county administrator Luttrell Tadlock, the county
currently has no authority to rescind the permits
and no recourse but legal
action.
LOTTSBURG—The
Northumberland school
board will meet at 6 p.m.
Monday, September 9, at
the school board ofﬁces in
Lottsburg.
According to the preliminary agenda, the board
will hear presentations
from Trey Davis about the
redesigned tech center and
Edgar Doleman on preparing students for employment. The board also will
discuss the leave policy,
USDA civil rights data
collection, and hear a legislative update from the Virginia Association of School
Superintendents.
WHITE STONE—The
town council will have
two months of ﬁnancials
to review when it meets
tonight (September 5) at 7
p.m. in the town ofﬁce on
Rappahannock Drive.
Town manager Patrick
Frere will present both the
July and August revenues
and expenses to the council, which did not have a
quorum at its August 1
meeting. The meeting was
cancelled.
There are no public hearings on the agenda, but
council will hear monthly
committee reports as well
as reports from Frere and
town police chief Cliff
Dawson.

August 28, 1948
Love,
Suzanne, Marilyn, Robin, Willie,
Carter & Leighah

OVER 200 FACTORY CLOSEOUT MEN’S AND WOMEN’S AETREX SHOES
AND BOOTS HAVE BEEN OBTAINED BY THE VIRGINIA SHOE CLINIC AND
THE SAVINGS ARE BEING PASSED ONTO YOU IN THIS 2-DAY SALE!
Clogs

Reg. $99.99

Now $49.95

Boots

Reg. $199.99

Now $99.95

Sandals

Reg. $129.99

Now $64.95

Runners

Reg. $129.99

Now $64.95

50% OFF ALL CLOSEOUT STYLES*
Boat Shoes Reg. $129.99

Now $64.95

Dress

Reg. $129.99

Now $64.95

Casual

Reg. $129.99

Now $64.95

Boots

Reg. $149.99

Now $74.95

Special Sale Hours
Friday September 6th – 6pm to 10pm
Saturday September 7th – 9am to 3pm
PLUS: Every Purchase Will Enter You Into Our Drawing For A
Free Pair of LYNCO Orthotics, a $59.95 Value!

When They’re Gone, They’re Gone….Get There Early!
Sizes 5 to 14 | Widths Medium to Extra Wide
*All Sales Are Final. No Special Orders Are Available On Closeout Inventory

Virginia Shoe Clinic
1269 Tappahannock Blvd

(804) 443 - 2373
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Warming
hobgoblins

Near the mouth of Carters Creek, cousins Campbell Hagan and Will Sjostrom take a
blissful river plunge.

Photo by Thomas W. Bonner

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

A writer in the August 29
Record claims that Hubert
Lamb, historian and meteorologist, “debunked” claims that
the Medieval Warming Period
(MWP) was a global event.
However, numerous peerreviewed, global-wide investigations since Lamb’s death in
1997 disprove Lamb’s speculations. The current count on
these MWP studies is 1,162
individual scientists, 668
research institutions, 46 different countries (see co2science.
org for links).
The fact that the MWP was
a global event merely demonstrates that natural climate
variation may also be the cause
of our current warming (such
as it is).
To clarify, for readers who
may not have read some earlier
issues: proponents who believe
that the rising co2 level is causing our current warming have
defended that belief by claiming there is no other explanation. However, that argument
fails to explain the MWP, since
it was as warm or warmer than
now, a global event, and the
co2 level was much lower.
There were several warm
periods after the last ice age
and before the MWP. These
were also global events and all
likely warmer than the MWP.
These periodic warming periods are sometimes referred to
as Bond cycles. The title of
a book by Singer and Avery,
Unstoppable Global Warming:
Every 1500 Years, is referring
to these global warming periods.
Finally, that writer concludes
“the world continues to warm.”
Really? I can provide links to
ﬁve global temperature data sets
(3 terrestrial, 2 satellite) which
show no additional global
warming for the past 15-plus
years. In fact these same data
sets show a likely cooling trend
over the past 10 years. Perhaps
the writer will provide readers
with his source(s).
In the U.S., co2 emissions
have dropped signiﬁcantly, and
that should begin world-wide

The Congressional Report
Have you ever called my ofﬁce for assistance? Did
you know that my ofﬁce can help with issues you might
be having with federal government agencies? My ofﬁce
serves as a resource for constituents of the First District
not only on votes and legislative information, but much
more.
So many of you call with your opinions, ideas and
thoughts on the issues, and I enjoy hearing from you
and appreciate your engagement with my ofﬁce, and on
behalf of our community and our country. It is important
for you to know that there are other services available to
you from the ofﬁce of America’s First District.

Help with a federal agency
Do you have questions about your Social Security
beneﬁts, a federal loan program or other federal agency
issue? District ofﬁces in Stafford, Tappahannock and
Yorktown are equipped to help individuals who need
assistance with a problem related to a federal agency.

as we switch to natural gas. Do if behavior improves, learning
not permit politicians to intro- will improve as well. Isn’t that
duce any more hobgoblins.
everyone’s goal?
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Lancaster schools
are accredited
Recent articles and letters
to The Rappahannock Record
implied that our schools are
not fully accredited. In fact,
they are. If a school receives a
warning, the school has three
years to improve or meet the
Virginia Department of Education requirements before
accreditation is withdrawn. We
are accredited.
Regardless of the accreditation issue, it is true that our
schools’ scores and student
performance are unacceptable and that creating a positive, more productive learning climate is imperative. In
a proactive response to these
needs, the board (long before
this year’s results) began working to remedy school deﬁciencies. Most recently we have
replaced leadership personnel at all school levels, have
hired many new highly qualiﬁed teachers and are helping
implement new educational
and instructional programs
to improve individual student
academic performance. We
look forward to and welcome
any help from the state including devising and implementing
a three-year program speciﬁcally addressing the needs of
low-performing students.
Finally, to clarify and in an
effort to improve discipline,
I initiated, and the board
approved, the new uniform
policy for the primary and
middle schools. Research demonstrates uniforms contribute
to better behaved, more academically focused students.
Every minute our teachers
must spend disciplining are
precious learning opportunities lost forever. Students,
parents, teachers, administrators, the board and members of
our community must commit
to work together to improve
behavior in Pre K-12th grades.
Uniforms are a step in that
direction. The bottom line is,

by Rep. Rob Wittman

Grants and Federal Domestic Assistance

Congressional Internships

There are many groups or organizations that are eliKnow a candidate interested in learning ﬁrsthand
gible to apply for government grants. Contact the ofﬁce about how government works? Full- and part-time
to learn more.
internships are conducted throughout the year in the
Virginia and Washington, D.C., ofﬁces.

Financial Aid for Students
The U.S. Department of Education provides students U.S. Flag Requests
and graduates with ﬁnancial assistance information.
Did you know you can request a ﬂag ﬂown over the
The ofﬁce can guide you through the process.
U.S. Capitol in honor or memory of a person or special occasion? U.S. ﬂags may be purchased through the
Military Service Academy Nominations
Washington ofﬁce.
Each year, Members of Congress nominate a limited
number of applicants to U.S. Military Service Acade- Visits to Washington
mies. Students can contact the ofﬁce or visit the website
Contact the ofﬁce to receive assistance in scheduling
for more information on obtaining a nomination to the tours of the U.S. Capitol and other national landmarks.
U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, Merchant Marine acadThe main streets of Virginia’s First District are full of
emies or on the admission process for the Coast Guard ideas to get our economy back on track, and your feedAcademy.
back is critically important to me as I serve you. I can
be reached by telephone at 202-225-4261, or wittman.
house.gov, or facebook.com/reprobwittman.

Alexander Fleet, chair,
Lancaster County School Board

Democrats spew
political venom
I am confused. I thought it
was supposed to be the Republican Party that was mean spirited. Now, we have the Democratic Party spewing venom
worse than a rattlesnake being
threatened.
Actually, it may be the Democratic Party feels threatened.
They failed to come up with
an economic plan that works,
Obamacare has more holes in it
than the target ship sitting out
in the bay, more people on welfare and food stamps than ever
before and a foreign policy that
is an abysmal failure.
Instead of taking on any
of those issues, they decide
to create a new enemy in an
attempt to divert attention from
their failures. Some Democrats
have created a phony voter
issue to make it appear a speciﬁc group of people are being
disenfranchised. Nothing could
be further from the truth. The
voter identiﬁcation proposals are designed to do just the
opposite. They are designed to
make sure every person’s vote
counts. It is voter veriﬁcation,
not voter discrimination.
With every right we have, we
and the government have an
obligation/duty to see that it is
carried out properly, 1 person, 1
vote for elections. Every jurisdiction implementing voter ID
programs is offering a plethora
of methods to obtain voter ID
cards. Instead of assisting in
voter ID proposals, Democrats
create a political diversion.
How creative and divisive.
Statements by Rev. Jessie
Jackson that the tea party is
a resurrection of the Confederacy and by Bill Clinton that
it is easier to get an assault
riﬂe in America than to vote
are venom spewed for political
purposes and have no basis in
fact.
I believe the facts are against
the Democrats this time; shame
on us if we let them get away
with it.
Al Hall,
Reedville

Awaiting reply
from Wittman
Now that the Affordable
Care Act (Obamacare) is
being unveiled, more and
more people don’t like it.
We were promised that ACA
would save government and
people money, and if we liked
our doctor and health care, we
could keep it. We ﬁnd none
of this is true. Even supporters say this is a “train wreck.”
Companies, unions, even Congress, are crying for exemptions and employers are laying
off workers or cutting hours
because of the bill’s costs.
The president has delayed
REPLY, continued on page A7

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

I

n literature one of the iconic images
described by many authors across the
centuries is the role of the preacher’s wife.
The personage depicted always shines in a
glow of intelligence, good judgment, dignity
and grace. In the Northern Neck for over a
century we experienced such a ﬁgure in our
midst.
She was Mrs. Edna Cralle Johnston, the
widow of Dr. Joseph S. Johnston, one of the
most profound orators of The Word ever to
speak in our area. As a couple they totally
complemented each other. He was a brilliant
intellectual who could hold a congregation
in awe as he spoke, and she was the everpresent foil to his persona.
I ﬁrst met them almost 30 years ago in the
days when Ann Parsons Carter operated the
Lancaster Tavern. Ann’s practice was to sit
people together as they came in the restaurant, and on one evening she directed me
to a table where the Johnstons were sitting.
Meeting them for me, as for thousands of
others over the course of their long lives,
was a memorable experience.
He was the erudite Yale-educated clergyman, who had founded Virginia Wesleyean

She was born before the First
World War, and lived to see
the rise and fall of the dictatorships of the 20th century,
evidence that the goodness
expressed in the Scriptures
that had guided her life as
well as that of her beloved
husband, were truly eternal.
College, and she was the living repository of
the history of all facets of the development
of the Northern Neck. They were two of the
most genuine people I ever have met, teeming with knowledge, but more importantly,
with goodness.
Shortly after our meeting, Dr. Johnston
completed the editing of the journal of his
grandfather, a circuit-riding Methodist
preacher, and he kindly asked me for my

comments. The book was extraordinary,
tracing all aspects of the life of a rural minister. As he pored over the manuscript, his
good wife gave him the encouragement and
support garnered from her own impressive
academic credentials to complete the task at
hand.
One evening the Johnstons invited me to
dinner in their stately home in White Stone
where her family had lived amidst the surroundings of generations with portraits of
ancestors gazing down upon contemporary
occupants, and where they had entered matrimony many decades earlier. The meal was
as great as the conversation, and on that
occasion and others that followed, I deepened my understanding of what spectacular
individuals each of them was.
Dr. Johnston died nine years ago at the age
of 93, having preached nearly to the end of
his life. That ability was a gift he never lost,
and he knew it was his mission to preach to
anyone who would listen. The brilliance of
his mind shined forth until the end.
For almost a decade, Mrs. Johnston lived
on, enjoying life, and as her health ebbed
away she remained the sweet and grateful

person she had been all her life. Last week,
one month after her 102nd birthday, she
died. Her wake was held in the family home,
in the room where she had married her illustrious husband, under the abiding portraits
of family members, and surrounded by the
furnishings that characterized their lives
there.
Edna Cralle Johnston was a lady who
embodied Christian virtue and by simply
being herself, she was a model and inspiration for everyone who knew her. She spoke
eloquently, and had the ability of making
everyone realize how important he or she was
to her. She was born before the First World
War, and lived to see the rise and fall of the
dictatorships of the 20th century, evidence
that the goodness expressed in the Scriptures
that had guided her life as well as that of her
beloved husband, were truly eternal.
To sum up her life in a brief word, one
can say that she was a Great Lady, but more
importantly, she would ask us to remember
her as a lifelong Christian who worked in
The Lord’s vineyard.
Edna Cralle Sanders Johnston, July 26,
1911 – August 26, 2013. R.I.P.
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Lancaster Republicans to join
‘Three Rivers’ Rally September 22
Lancaster County Republicans are joining the Republican
Committees of Essex, Gloucester, King and Queen, King
William, Mathews, Middlesex,
Northumberland,
Richmond
and Westmoreland counties
to host a large “Three Rivers”
Rally and Roast from 4 to 6
p.m. on Sunday, September 22,
at historic Rosegill Plantation in
Urbanna.
Admission and food are
free. All interested persons are

Do You Remember?
From left, this early 1900s view of the main street in White Stone includes the three-story
store of R. N. Sanders Sr., a building (with porch) that was owned by R. R. Dunaway and later
operated by Charles Payne, a storage shed, and the store of David R. James Sr., later owned by
J. M. Adams. “Do You Remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR

Heritage Action to hold
Skills Clinic on Tuesday
need to amplify your voice.
The Skills Clinics are part
of the Heritage Action Sentinel Program, where Sentinels are equipped to know
the issues, grow their activist
skills and networks, and go
out and lead in their communities.
“We understand your concerns and have put together
this great program to help you
engage in national politics in
an effective and time-efficient
manner,” she said. “This will
be a fantastic opportunity to
interact with other concerned
conservatives from your area.
You will learn valuable skills
necessary to help amplify
your voice not only in Washington, D.C., but on a local
level too. We’ll make sense
out of the jumble of social
media, give you strategies
for meeting with and influencing your Congressman,
and explain how the Heritage
Action Sentinel program can
benefit you.”
Heritage Action for America is the action arm of the

Everything in stock is on

Sale !

LOST OUR LEASE SALE !
WE ARE MOVING !

EVERYTHING IN STOCK MUST GO!

F OR
H U RRY CTION !
LE
BEST S E DS SEPT. 27

Stop in for the best
Deal. We’d rather sell it
than move it.

SALE EN

Woodstoves, Gas Log Sets
Gas Fireplaces, Hot Tubs
Accessories
Woodstoves, Gas
Logs, Hot Tubs,
Patio Furniture

E
IO & FIR

The

PAT

Place

702 Church Ln.
Tappahannock Va.

804-445-0026
fax 443-0270

be the master of ceremonies.
Eric Herr, chairman of the First
Congressional District Republican Committee, and other party
leaders also will appear.
Enjoy free barbecue, soft
drinks and desserts. Rosegill
Plantation is on State Highway
227 in Urbanna. Live music
will be provided by “Riptide.”
For more information, contact Lancaster County Republican Party chairman Joan Blackstone at 435-6464.

The

Reply

continued from page A6

Reprints from the September 5, 1913, issue of visiting Mrs. Virginia Downing, near Harvey’s
the Virginia Citizen)
Wharf.
Mrs. Robt. Moore, of Reedville, is spending
Oyster Outlook Good
a few days here with her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Captain Alfred von Nyvenheim has just Eubank.
returned from Boston and the East. Captain
Mrs. B. B. Edmonds has been quite sick for
von Nyvenheim, who is one of the largest several days. We wish her a speedy recovery.
oyster packers in Virginia, expressed the opinSam’l Richardson is the guest of his brother,
ion today that the coming oyster season here E. C. Richardson, at his home on Church St.
will be a very successful one.
Mrs. Matilda Mears, of Middlesex, is visiting
The outlook is for a good supply, and with Mrs. Belle Sherman.
the price of meat going higher and higher,
Miss Lilian Forrester celebrated her 18th
everything points to the fact that ﬁsh and oys- birthday Sunday at her home, Cox’s Farm. Mrs.
ters must take the place of meat for food in the Belle Sherman and family spent Sunday with
large cities. The drought in the West is caus- Mrs. Forrester, Cox’s Farm.
ing heavy losses in cattle and this is expected
to carry the price of meats all the higher. The Ottoman
demand for Virginia oysters will be greater
Mrs. Nellie P. Gresham went to Norfolk Satduring the coming winter than ever before.
urday night and accompanied her sister, Mrs.
Manning Dunaway, and nephew, Ralph DunKilmarnock
away, back Monday night. They will visit relaRev. T. C. Bagby preached at the Baptist tives here for several weeks.
church Sunday evening the ﬁrst time since
Mrs. R. Lyell Ficklin and son returned home
June. A large audience listened to a very inter- Friday last after a most pleasant visit at the Ross
esting talk on the “Ten Commandments of the House, Urbanna.
New Testament.” Mr. Bagby and his brother,
Professor Mussick has been with us for a
Dr. Oliver Bagby, sang very sweetly, “Peace, I week.
Care, Wonderful Peace.”
Dr. H. Graham Stoneham, of Mollusk, left
Mrs. Thos. Cockrell was this week called to last week for Petersburg, Va., to become resithe bedside of her brother, Welby Bonner, who dent physician of the hospital of that city.
met with an auto accident Sunday.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
Mrs. Toulson, of Reedville, who has been of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
visiting Mrs. Sargent Brent, Jr., is this week Library.)

Melody Scalley, Heritage
Action regional coordinator
for Virginia, will hold a free
Skills Clinic from 7 to 9 p.m.
on Tuesday, September 10, at
the Upper Lancaster Ruritan
Club in Lively.
Heritage Action is designed
to help citizens be more effective at holding their elected
officials accountable.
“Elected officials often
forget they work for us,” Scalley said. “Citizens hold the
key to charting a better future
for our nation. There are many
ways they can take action.
You can have a big impact
without ever leaving your
living room, but just being
frustrated when you watch
the news is not enough, and
it’s not good for your blood
pressure. We teach folks how
they can make a difference
even with their hectic schedule.”
The Skills Clinic is “fun
and informal,” she said, and
“will teach the nuts and bolts
of how to take action and arm
you with the information you

YOUR
LETTERS

invited to attend and meet the
Republican statewide candidates. Speakers include Republican candidate for governor,
Ken Cuccinelli, for lieutenant governor, E. W. Jackson,
and for attorney general, Mark
Obenshain. Also on hand will
be Republican nominees for the
House of Delegates and other
local ofﬁces in surrounding
counties.
Pat Mullins, Republican
Party of Virginia chairman, will

conservative Heritage Foundation, and is designed to
ensure that members of Congress hear directly from their
constituents.
“At Heritage Action we
have a widely respected government relations team and a
network of dedicated grassroots activists working to
advance conservative policy.
With your help, we can hold
Congress accountable and
restore our country to constitutional values,” Scalley said.
Everyone is welcome, and
encouraged to bring a friend.
Refreshments will be provided. The Skills Clinic is
being hosted by the 99th District Tea Party.
Register online at heritageaction09102013skillsclinic.
eventbrite.com, or call Scalley at 202-716-9738.

(unconstitutionally) the health
exchanges and employer mandate past the date required by
the law. Why implement or
fund a looming “train wreck”
at all? Government funding for
2014 must take effect by October 1. The time is now to ask
Congress to pass a budget or a
continuing resolution to completely fund the government
with the exception of Obamacare.
Rep. Rob Wittman at a local
meeting last week was thanked
for co-sponsoring Rep. Tom
Graves’ HR 2682 to defund
Obamacare. However, according to GovTrackUS, this bill
has only a 6% chance of even
getting out of committee where
it has been for almost two
months.
Wittman was asked if he had
signed Rep. Mark Meadows’
letter to commit to only vote for
a continuing resolution or debt
ceiling increase that defunds
Obamacare. Just supporting the
Graves bill is not enough.
Wittman replied he had not
seen the letter. He was handed a
copy and asked if he would sign
it as more signatures were being
accepted. Noncommittally, he
said he’d look into it.
Time is running out and his
constituents are awaiting a deﬁnite reply. “If they fund it, they
own it.” Far better to defund it!
Lyn Neira,
Lancaster

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

$ZOEZ±T#ZOO
of course

Store Hours: Mon. - Sat 10a.m. – 5p.m.
,ATEST &ASHIONS s $ECORATIVE (OME !CCESSORIES s %LEGANT AND &UN 'IFTS
6)2').)! 34 52"!..! s    www.cyndysbynn.com

AFTER A QUARTER OF A CENTURY
THE BAY WINDOW IN IRVINGTON IS CLOSING.

EVERYTHING MUST GO
NOW - SEPTEMBER 13
40% OFF ON ALL IN-STOCK YARN,
BOOKS, ACCESSORIES AND NEEDLES
60% OFF ALL SILK-SCREEN
T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS
Monday-Friday 10-4 Saturday 10-3 • 438-6636
4265 Irvington Rd., Irvington, Va.

ALL SALES FINAL –
CASH AND CREDIT CARD ONLY
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World renown musician’s concert will benefit Boys and Girls Club
IRVINGTON—Ray Cornils
will visit Irvington Baptist
Church and his long term
friend, pastor John Howard
Farmer, September 28-29 for
a series of events designed to
encourage keyboard playing
and raise money for the Boys
and Girls Club of the Northern Neck.
On September 28, the Boys
and Girls Club’s members
will be bused to Irvington
Baptist to join its youth program members for a lively
educational session entitled
“Meet the King of Instruments.” This session will be
followed by a luncheon and a
Master Keyboarding class for
any local musicians wishing
to attend.
On September 29, Cornils
will perform a fundraising
concert at 3 p.m. at Irvington
Baptist Church at 53 King
Carter Drive. There is no
charge to attend but donations
are strongly encouraged.
Cornils is Portland’s Municipal Organist, performing in
the Boston Symphony Hall/
Portland’s Merrill Auditorium
on its historic Kitzschmar

Organ. The organ is over 100
years old and was the second
largest in the world when
originally installed in 1912.
Cornils has performed concerts throughout the United
States, Germany, France,
Spain, Russia, New Zealand
and Ecuador. In addition to
his solo concerts, he performs
with the Portland, Maine,
Symphony Orchestra as both
harpsichordist and organist.
His church’s choir, directed
by him, has also performed
in England, Wales, Ireland,
Portugal and Ecuador. Each
spring, Cornils mounts a
massive production involving church choir members,
community singers, members
of the Portland Symphony
Orchestra and instrumentalists from the Boston area.
He has also performed at
the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine in New York City, the
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., and on Philadelphia’s famed Wanamaker
Organ.
Known for his teaching
skills, Cornils works with
elementary and middle school

students in a classroom setting. For many years, he has
taught high school organ
students through the Young
Organist Collaborative based
in Portsmouth, N.H. He is
also a member of the music
faculties of Bowdoin College,
the University of Southern
Maine and the Portland Conservatory of Music, where he
teaches organ, harpsichord
and related music courses.
“We’re excited to have such
an accomplished teacher here
to inspire young musicians.”
said Farmer. “We know the
Boys and Girls Club has to
raise $500,000 each year
to provide its after-school,
summer school, and meals
programs to area children.
To help, we’d love to stage a
number of concerts and direct
the funds to help the young
people they serve so well.
“Mr. Cornils was trained
at the Overlin College Conservatory of Music and the
New England Conservatory
of Music in Boston,” said
Farmer. “He has studied with
numerous masters in his ﬁeld
and did post-graduate work


“
     
   
    

Ray Cornils

with Dame Gillian Weir. What
an honor to have his expertise
in the Northern Neck!”
“What a terriﬁc educational

opportunity for our 400+ students,” added Boys and Girls
Club executive director Philip
Mumford. “It’s humbling to

know that a musical talent
as esteemed in his ﬁeld as
Mr. Cornils is also willing to
travel here and donate all the
proceeds to our young group.
“Events like this are critically important to our ability
to continue to offer meaningful programs to the area’s
children,” Mumford said.
“We’re proud of our staff and
volunteers. With help from
them and community leaders
such as Pastor Farmer, we’re
able to provide homework and
community service programs
to close to 200 children a
day. Approximately 45 of our
club’s kids achieved honor
roll status in their schools last
year.”
This concert on September
29 promises to be exciting.
A recent review from The
American Organist (the ofﬁcial national journal of the
American Guild of Organists)
states: “ Ray Cornils, Municipal Organist for the City of
Portland, captivated us with
his skills, negotiating this
room-shaking powerhouse
with what seemed like effortless abandon.”

Paula Owens
Chesapeake Bank
Mortgage Lending Specialist
and Habitat Volunteer

”

— Paula Owens

Cathy Snowden
Chesapeake Bank
Kilmarnock Branch Manager
and Habitat Volunteer

Pat Lewis
Chesapeake Bank
Human Resources Director
and Habitat Volunteer

Join us on September 21 for the Chesapeake Habitat for Humanity Community Build Day.
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