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WEEMS—Gov. Robert F. McDon-
nell toured Kellum Seafood Com-
pany’s oyster harvesting, shucking 
and packing facility in Weems last 
Wednesday to witness first-hand the 
strides made by Virginia’s oyster 
industry and to celebrate the industry’s 
growth in recent years, highlighted by 
a 28% leap in last year’s harvest. 

Over the past decade, the oyster 
harvest in Virginia has increased ten-
fold, from 23,000 bushels in the 2001 
oyster season to 250,000 bushels 
in the 2011 season. In that time, the 
dockside value of the oyster harvest 
increased from $575,000 to $8.75 
million in 2011. Virginia continues 
to be the largest East Coast producer, 
and the nation’s third largest overall 
producer, of marine products.

“Virginia’s oyster industry has 
made remarkable strides, and indica-
tions are this year’s harvest may be 
the best we’ve seen in the past quar-
ter-century,” said Gov. McDonnell. 
“Good management has allowed us 
to put our excellent oysters on dinner 
tables around the world, to create 
good jobs for our citizens and to bring 
new revenue into our state. And we’re 
on pace for even more growth in the 
oyster industry.  

“As oyster companies like Kellum 
Seafood continue to grow, they know 
they’ve got a friend in Richmond,” 
said the governor. “Working with the 
General Assembly, we’re laser focused 
on putting in place policies that help 
job-creators like Tommy Kellum con-
tinue to expand their operations, and 
employ more Virginians in the pro-
cess.”

Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission’s preliminary harvest reports 
indicate the 2012-13 oyster season 
harvest has increased another 28%, 
to more than 320,000 bushels, with 
a dockside value of $11.2 million, 
making it the largest oyster harvest in 
Virginia since 1987.

Governor celebrates oyster industry growth

From left, Bernon Rowe, captain of the J. B. Baylor, Governor Bob McDonnell and Dr. Jim Wesson of VMRC look over 
oysters dredged from the Drumming Ground in the Rappahannock River on August 14. Photo by Larry Chowning

Kellum Seafood was founded three 
generations ago in a one-room oyster 
shucking house and has developed 
into an operation that grows, harvests, 
shucks, packs and ships oysters from 
water bottom the company leases from 
the state, as well as oysters caught 
from public oyster rocks by com-
mercial watermen. Kellum Seafood’s 
plant has grown over the years to a 
10,000-square-foot facility complete 
with storage and on-site U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce inspections.

“The oyster industry is growing 
and has a bright future,’’ said Tommy 
Kellum, current partner and vice-pres-

ident of Kellum Seafood and the third 
generation of Kellums to manage the 
operation. “I’m so convinced of that 
that I’m expanding our operations and 
have recently purchased a new vessel 
to help accommodate the growth. 
Growth means jobs. The governor 
and his administration deserve a lot 
of credit.”

“Good fishery management has 
produced excellent results that are 
bearing fruit in the form of larger har-
vests, a growing industry and more 
jobs,” said Doug Domenech, Secre-
tary of Natural Resources. “This is 
a win for the health of the bay, for 

oyster lovers and for our hard-pressed 
watermen in these difficult economic 
times.”

Thanks to a record $2 million 
appropriated in the state budget for 
oyster replenishment by Gov. McDon-
nell and the Virginia General Assem-
bly, VMRC mined fossil oyster shells 
this summer from the James River 
(augmented with available empty 
oyster shells from shucking houses 
such as Kellum Seafood) and planted 
roughly 1 billion individual empty 
oyster shells on public oyster grounds. 
It was enough to fill approximately 
4,000 dump trucks.

Those empty shells will become 
homes for naturally occurring oyster 
larvae that attach to them during 
spawning and grow to form new adult 
oysters that will reach market size in 
roughly three years. The replenish-
ment program provides significant 
ecological as well as economic ben-
efits. A single adult oyster can purge 
up to 50 gallons of water a day. Oyster 
reefs provide important forage and 
refuge habitat for invertebrates, as 
well as juvenile crabs and finfish spe-
cies.

“While some of these oyster replen-
ishment shells went onto our oyster 
sanctuaries, the majority went onto 
our new rotational oyster harvest 
areas, meaning they will be untouched 
for several years as they grow to adult-
hood and spawn a new generation of 
oysters before they can be harvested,” 
said Virginia Marine Resources Com-
missioner Jack Travelstead. “It is 
important they be harvested at that 
point because otherwise they are sus-
ceptible to two diseases, Dermo and 
MSX, which kill adult oysters. We 
don’t want to see these oysters wasted 
to disease.”

VMRC’s Dr. Jim Wesson estimates 
every $1 spent by the state to plant 
oyster shell yields $7 in economic 
benefits in the form of larger harvests 
and increased jobs for oyster shuck-
ing, processing, packing and shipping 
houses.

Over the past five years of rota-
tional harvests, the harvest off public 
oyster grounds has almost quadru-
pled, from 36,000 bushels in the 2008 
oyster season to 137,000 bushels in 
2012.  If oyster replenishment fund-
ing is continued at its current level, 
and environmental conditions remain 
unchanged, Wesson estimates the har-
vest from public oyster grounds could 
grow to 200,000 bushels in 2016 and, 

KILMARNOCK—Earlier this 
summer, crowds of people jammed 
into Kilmarnock’s carnival grounds to 
buy their favorite foods, play games 
and wait in line to ride the Ferris 
wheel, Big Eli, and a dozen other 
rides.

Despite carnival rides being statis-
tically very safe, accidents and deaths 
can occur and medical emergencies 
can happen at the worst possible 
moment. Local rescue crews are pre-
pared.

The area’s first responders held prac-
tice drills at the carnival grounds last 
week to learn techniques in getting to 
and extracting victims in unusual cir-
cumstances on the mechanical rides. 

Organized by the Kilmarnock 
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad 
(KLVRS), volunteer firefighters and 
rescue squads from Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties and Lan-
caster County’s career paramed-
ics worked together last week and 
responded to three practice calls at 
the carnival ground. 

The first call was for a panic attack 
“victim” trapped on a “broken down” 
Big Eli. Firefighters brought in the 
ladder truck in order to reach the gon-
dala suspended high in the air. 

While firefighter/county Advanced 
Life Support (ALS) provider Mat-
thew Smith moved up the ladder to 
assess the victim, Kilmarnock fire 
department training officer Randy 

Panic on the Ferris wheel:
First responders practice rescue techniques

In a practice drill, Jaime Townsend (left, on ladder truck), EMT advanced, 
assists ALS provider and firefighter Matthew Smith with a victim trapped 
on the Ferris wheel. Firefighter trainer Randy Kellum (right) oversees the 
rescue from the ride. Look for more photos of the drill at www.RRecord.
com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmar-
nock Planning Commission met 
August 13 to discuss the town’s Com-
prehensive Plan and two pending 
vacancies among its membership.

August’s meeting was the last 
for longtime commissioner Steve 
Bonner, whose term is up and who 
did not seek reappointment. Town 
planner Marshall Sebra said commis-
sioner Les Spivey has also sent in a 
formal resignation, cutting his term 
short because of a career change.

Sebra said two applications for 
the positions have been received by 
the town. Both applicants were at 
the August meeting: Major Christo-
pher Allen, chief of security at the 
Haynesville Correctional Center, and 

Patricia “Poppy” Cockrell.
“I just want to see it [the Town of 

Kilmarnock] continue on the same 
track it’s on,” said Cockrell. “It’s on 
such an upward 
track, I think. 
The planning 
commission so 
far, I think, has 
done a wonder-
ful job, and I just 
hope I can be part of that winning 
team.” 

In an interview, Cockrell said she 
has experience as a community orga-
nizer, including working at the polls 
during elections and involvement 
with the Holly Ball, a Kilmarnock 
gathering begun in 1895 which dis-

Maj. Christopher Allen ‘Poppy’ Cockrell

Kilmarnock planners recommend 
two new commission appointments

OYSTERS, continued on page A2

by Audrey Thomasson

DRILL, continued on page A2PLANNERS, continued on page A2

by Renss Greene

Inside:
The town council 
approved both 
appointees 
Monday night.
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combined with anticipated 
increases in oyster aquaculture 
production, could push Virgin-
ia’s oyster harvest to 500,000 
bushels that year.

“The significant gains in 
oyster aquaculture over the last 
few years have solidified the 
Commonwealth’s position in 
the global marketplace as a top 
producer of the highest quality 
oysters,” said Todd Haymore, 
Secretary of Agriculture and 
Forestry. “The governor has 
promoted Virginia’s outstand-
ing marine products, including 

our world-class oysters, on all 
of his domestic and interna-
tional trade missions, resulting 
in new sales to key markets 
along the East Coast and to 
Asia and Europe. With fortified 
domestic marketing efforts and 
new Virginia agricultural trade 
offices now open in China and 
Great Britain, and one to open 
soon in Canada, we expect 
more sales opportunities in the 
months ahead for our oyster 
producers and exporters.”

As part of the tour, the gov-
ernor and others were taken 

to the Rappahannock River 
aboard the VMRC research 
vessel J. B. Baylor. Equipped 
with a dredge, the crew made 
one grab off the river bottom 
and brought up  numerous 
market-size oysters. The pre-
sentation was on public oyster 
grounds called the Drumming 
Ground, off the mouth of Cart-
ers Creek.

 “These grounds will be open 
to the public in October when 
the oyster season first opens 
and it looks like there will be 
oysters to catch,” said Wesson.

Governor McDonnell and Virginia Secretary of Agriculture, Todd Haymore, don life jackets to 
head out to the oyster grounds. Photo by Lynn Haynie

Oysters
continued from page A1

perses its proceeds to many 
area charitable organizations.

“I want to see it succeed as 
well,” said Allen. “I’m raising 
my family here. We’re invested 
in this town, we plan on stay-
ing here for a long time.” He 
said he brings experience from 
working with Department 
of Corrections leadership to 
develop the department’s 
three-year strategic plan and “a 
unique ability to suspend judg-
ment until all information is 
in to get a comprehensive and 
accurate response to any prob-
lem” that comes before him.

The commission recom-
mended to the town council 
that Allen and Cockrell be 
appointed to fill the vacancies. 
The town council approved 
the appointments at its August 
meeting. Allen will fill Bon-
ner’s seat and Cockrell will 
finish Spivey’s term, which 
ends in 2016.

Sebra and commissioner 
Ann Towner reported to the 
commission on their progress 
in updating the Comprehensive 
Plan. Sebra explained that staff 
updates have mostly involved 
updating maps and tables 
in the plan to include more 
recent studies and data. When 
it comes to the policy mat-
ters, said Sebra, “It’s going to 
be the planning commission’s 
task to look at those policies 

Planners
continued from page A1

and decide whether or not they 
need to be amended, or taken 
out, or changed somehow.” 

“I think we are very close 
to more of a final draft, where 
we can review it as a group 
here in the near future, and 
then schedule a public hear-
ing,” said Sebra. The updated 
comprehensive plan will need 
to go through public hearings 
and win town council approval 
before it becomes official.

Council member Shawn 
Donahue, the council’s liason 
to the planning commission, 
posed some questions about 
the update during the meeting.

“I think Marshall, Ann, you 
guys did a very, very nice job 
on this. Congratulations,” said 
Donahue, before asking ques-
tions about sections of the plan 
involving the Enterprize Zone 
designation, “gateways” into 
Kilmarnock, boundary line 
adjustments and recreation. 
“Gateways” in the plan refer to 
routes of access into Kilmar-
nock.

“Suffice it to say, Marshall 
and I have spent a lot of time 
on this,” said Towner.

The planning commission 
also voted to move its meet-
ings from the second Tuesday 
of each month to the second 
Monday. The next planning 
commission meeting will be 
on September 9 at 7 p.m.

Kellum climbed up the Ferris 
wheel with ropes to secure the 
mechanism during the rescue 
attempt and supervise the 
rescue. 

Meanwhile, a second call 
went out for the rescue squad 
to assist a child with a broken 
leg on the merry-go-round 
and another having an asthma 
attack on the kid’s cloud ride. 
Before the drills were over, the 
squad responded to a fourth 
victim who slipped and was 
wedged under the canoe ride. 

“I’m really content with how 
things went,” said KLVRS pres-
ident Samantha Walton. “We 
need to improve, but it gave us 
a better idea of how long it will 

by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The Kil-

marnock Town Council hon-
ored an outgoing planning 
commission member and wel-
comed two new members at a 
brief meeting Monday, August 
19.

After passing a resolution to 
thank outgoing planning com-
missioner Steve Bonner and 
looking into the possibility of a 
plaque to that effect, the coun-
cil appointed Maj. Christopher 
Allen and Patricia “Poppy” 
Cockrell to fill the gaps left by 
Bonner’s retirement and Les 
Spivey’s resignation. Allen will 
fill the seat left by Bonner and 

Cockrell will finish Spivey’s 
current term, which ends in 
2016.

Council member Shawn 
Donahue took a moment to 
note the town’s patronage of 
local businesses during the 
Administration and Finance 
Committee report.

“It’s nice to see the Town of 
Kilmarnock is supporting local 
businesses,” Donahue said.

Speaking during the Streets, 
Sidewalks and Playground 
Committee report, council 
member William Smith said, 
“At this point it appears that 
the problems we were having 
at the playground are not an 

issue, but we’ll keep an eye on 
that.”

The report also mentioned the 
Kilmarnock Museum’s plans 
to install a memorial garden 
using old memorial plaques 
from a chamber of commerce 
project in Kilmarnock. Smith 
said there has also been a citi-
zen request for a sidewalk from 
Tartan Village Drive to the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church. He 
said this project could perhaps 
be added to a planned sidewalk 
along Mary Ball Road.

Town manager Tom Saun-
ders reminded attendees that 
the Town Hall will be closed on 
Labor Day, September 2.

take to rescue from the Ferris 
wheel. In a real-life scenario, 
it could be time-consuming 
because of crowds and getting 
a ladder truck in position.” 

Walton estimated that 55 
people participated from the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department, White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Mid-county Volunteer Rescue 
Squad in Northumberland, 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Rescue Squad, Lancaster EMS 
and KLVRS. 

The Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department was 
called to assist on a brush fire 
in Richmond County and could 
not participate in the drill.

Drill
continued from page A1

Council recognizes Bonner, appoints two new planners

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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It’s a Northern Neck Tradition 804-435-1302FINE JEWELERS

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

We do custom work

So Long Summer Sale!
Passport to Shopping 

Deltaville
The Boating Capital 
of the Chesapeake

Saturday, August 24
(individual store hours vary)

Door Prizes, Open House Food & Sales!

Carter’s Cottage Consignments

Yankee Point Marina

River Pirates 
Festival

August 24th 10 am - 4 pm
Free Pirate Hat to first 50 Kids!!!

1st, 2nd, 3rd place prizes

Caribbean Style Menu
YPM is licensed to sell mixed beverages, wine and beer 

Food and Beverage purchase available from 10am - 9pm

Jean’s Bargain Center

Rt. 360 between Heathsville & Burgess         804-580-2850

– Open Mon. through Fri. 10-5
& Sat. 9-5 –

SAVE $$$ SHOP

SUMMER CLEARANCE SALE
Making Room For Fall Merchandise

Southern Barnyard Runners Pig Races
Show times Thursday, Friday, 

and Saturday Nights
7:00 and 9:00 pm

Music Entertainment
Thursday

6:00-7:45  Rappahannock Crossing
8:15-10:00  Southern Bred Band

Friday
6:00-8:15  The Tender

8:45-11:00  Andy Vaughan & the Driveline
Saturday

6:00-8:15  The Dixie Power Trio
8:45-11:00  Ashley Forrest with Detour

Richmond County Fair
Richmond County Fairgrounds

August 20-24, 2013

“NOAH”
Vienna Boys Choir

Sight & Sound Theatre Celebrate Christmas with the

Pickup stop in Gloucester

Lancaster, PA
SEPT 10-11, 2013

Enjoy an overnight in Amish 
country with dinner, show & Amish market

Adventure Travel
“Come join us - we’re going places”

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

New  Bride?
Recent Anniversary?

call 435-1701 or email editor@rrecord.com
deadline is Tuesday @ noon

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Deborah Ann Thompson, 49, of Baltimore was convicted 
of felony embezzlement of more than $11,000 from her 
former employer, Kilmarnock McDonald’s, in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on August 9. 

Thompson was sentenced to 10 years incarceration with 
all but nine months suspended and ordered to pay $11,688.84 
in restitution, according to a statement from the Lancaster 
County Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney.

Thompson was working at Kilmarnock McDonald’s as the 
store manager on April 5, 2012, when fellow workers wit-
nessed her count the daily deposit and then combine those 
funds with those of two other employees totaling $11,688.84 
in preparation for her standard daily bank deposit.

 However, Thompson never deposited the funds in the 
local bank. Instead she fled the state with the money. 

Police made every effort to locate Thompson once they 
were notified, but she had left the state before McDonald’s 
realized the funds were missing the next day.

Thompson was still missing until some investigatory work 
took place a few months ago. 

“We thought the case was dead in the water,” Common-
wealth’s Attorney Robert Cunningham said, “until the sher-
iff ’s office approached an individual who was willing to 
cooperate. That person informed us about the likely loca-
tion of Ms. Thompson, and the sheriff ’s office successfully 
coordinated with Maryland law enforcement to have her 
seized and extradited to Lancaster County on April 3, 2013, 
to stand trial. 

“The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office really did an out-
standing job in capturing and getting her here,” Cunningham 
said.

McDonald’s management was relieved to have the case 
solved. William Washington of McDonald’s Ashland head-
quarters said, “I am glad to hear the way the case was han-
dled. I think it was very quick in being resolved compared 
to other situations I have dealt with. Big thanks to the police 
and the judicial system.”

Former employee convicted 
of embezzling over $11,000
from Kilmarnock McDonald’s

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett reported 
the arrest this week of seven 
individuals.

Felonies
 Lorraine E. Olmstead, 23, of 

Coan Drive in Heathsville was 
charged August 13 with credit 
card theft (felony), credit card 
fraud, and fraudulently receiv-
ing goods/services having a 
value of less than $200 (both 
misdemeanors).

Misdemeanors
A Hull Neck Road man, 37, 

was charged August 14 with 
contempt of court.

A Reynolds Farm Road man, 
43, was charged August 14 
with contempt of a Madison 
County court order.

A Edgewood Lane woman, 
31, was was charged August 14 
with shoplifting.

 A New South Road man, 31, 
was charged August 15 with 
contempt of a Newport News 
court on Aug. 13.

 A Campbell Road man, 26, 
was charged August 18 with 
domestic assault and battery 
and curse and abuse.

 A Kilmarnock area man, 
61, was charged on an Essex 
County warrant with making a 
profane/threatening telephone 
call.

Activity reports
August 13:  Staff received a 

burglary report from the 7300 
block of River Road ($150 
damages to U.S. Post Office); 
received a burglary report from 
the 300 block of Taylors Creek 
Road (satellite dish receiver, 
$150 loss); responded to a 
traffic crash near Mary Ball 
and Devils Bottom roads; 
responded to the 800 block of 
Nuttsville Road to meet with 
the parents of juveniles who 
were playing in the road and 
blocking traffic; responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a protec-
tive order violation complaint 
on Chase Street; and received 
a report of shooting into a resi-
dence in the 10800 block of 
Mary Ball Road (three rounds 
struck the home, no damage 
estimate). 

August 14: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Merry Point 
Road resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed); 
received a walk-in report of 
wire fraud from an E. Highview 
Drive resident ($9,500 loss); 
checked on the well-being of 
a Peirces Road resident at the 
request of a concerned family 
member (no emergency ser-
vices needed); checked on the 
well-being of an Old Salem 
Road resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (staff 
determined that the subject 
had moved to another county 
and was not in need of emer-
gency services); responded to 
King Carter Drive on a dis-
turbance call involving a dis-
charged employee; received 
a complaint of a hit-and-run 
traffic crash that occurred near 
Kilmarnock; responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash on 
Ocran Road.  

August 15: Staff responded 
to a traffic complaint on Harris 
Road; received a call from 
a Weems area resident who 
threatened to shoot a helicop-
ter that was flying over/near his 
home; received a destruction of 
property report from a Spen-
cer Lane resident (window; 
$150 damages); received 
an assault complaint from a 
mandatory reporter (victim 
declined to speak with an offi-
cer); responded to the Browns 
Store area to assist Northum-
berland authorities with a fight 
call, firearm involved; and 
responded to a disturbance call 
in the 4400 block of Irvington 
Road. 

August 16: Staff received a 
destruction of property report 
from a Turner Lane resident 
(vehicle keyed, $700 dam-
ages); received a walk-in report 
of a larceny ($565 cash taken 
from LHS locker); responded 
with VSP to a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash near Mary Ball and 
Merry Point roads; responded 
to a traffic complaint on Johns 
Neck Road; responded to a 
trespass complaint on Sand-
lin Drive; and responded to an 
underage drinking complaint in 
the 1900 block of Black Stump 
Road.

August 17: Staff removed 
a large animal carcass that was 
a hazard to traffic on Wind-
mill Point Road; received an 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
complaint from an Oak Hill 
Road resident; responded to 
Burgess to assist Northumber-
land authorities on a fight call; 
responded to a vehicle theft/
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
complaint on Black Stump 
Road; responded to a com-
plaint of a small wild animal 
inside a home on Morattico 
Road; notified the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC) of an unattended boat 
adrift off of Longview Lane; 
attempted to locate a vehicle 
in the upper end of the county 
at the request of Richmond 
County authorities; responded 
to a fight call reportedly at a 
Lively area convenience store; 
responded to the 2200 block of 
River Road on a mental health 
emergency call; and responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
in the area of Norwood Church 
and Mulberry Creek roads. 

August 18: At the request 
of Northumberland authori-
ties, staff responded to a shots 
fired call in the area of the 
Northumberland Community 
center.  Staff provided emer-

gency mental health services 
information to a citizen in the 
Nuttsville area; responded to 
a domestic assault call in the 
1900 block of Morattico Road; 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance call on Nuttsville Road; 
notified the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) 
of a downed tree blocking traf-
fic in the 12300 block of Mary 
Ball Road; received a burglary 
report from West Point Road 
(.36 cal. black powder firearm, 
12 gauge Benelli shotgun, .50 
cal. muzzle loader, SKS Buch-
nell with tripod, scope and 30 
round magazine, .22 cal. pellet 
gun, damage to window; $2,090 
loss); responded to a mental 
health emergency on Water-
view Drive; and responded to 
a larceny complaint at a Lan-
caster area convenience store. 

August 19: Staff responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
in the area of Corrotoman and 
Evergreen drives; responded 
with VSP and KPD to a possible 
single-vehicle traffic crash in 
the vicinity of the Dreamfields 
Ballpark; received a larceny 
report from the 3300 block of 
Irvington Road (four pallets 
of aluminum and Magnivox 
amp to be recycled, $480 loss); 
received a larceny report from 

the 500 block of Crawfords 
Corner Road (20 aluminum 
scaffold boards; $1,000 loss); 
received a traffic complaint 
from a motorist in the area of 
Windmill Point and Mosquito 
Point roads; and received a lar-
ceny report from the 600 block 
of Benson Road.

The sheriff ’s staff also made 
14 traffic stops during the 
week, issued four summonses, 
assisted five motorists, received 
two deer strike reports, pro-
vided traffic control once, 
responded to one building 
alarm and one mental health 
order, provided two prisoner 
transports and fielded two calls 
for animal control services.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volun-

teer Fire Department responded 
to a brush fire in the Farnham 
area, a traffic crash near Mary 
Ball and Merry Point roads and 
a tractor fire on Colinbrook 
Way.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash at Irvington and 
Harris roads and a fire alarm 
on Crossroads.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
reported the arrest this week of 
eight individuals.

Felonies
DeWayne D. Corsey of 

Heathsville, 33, was charged 
August 16 with possession of 
a firearm after being convicted 
of a felony and reckless han-
dling of a firearm.

Misdemeanors
A 30-year-old Richmond 

man was charged August 12 
with failing to appear in the 
Northumberland County Gen-
eral District Court.

A 22-year-old Reedville 
man was charged August 12 
on a capias to show cause from 
the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court.

A 37-year-old Heathsville 
man was charged August 14 
with failing to appear in the 
Lancaster County Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.

A 22-year-old Reedville man 
was charged August 16 with 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court.

A 50-year-old Richmond 
man was charged August 17 
with two Northumberland 
County warrants for interfering 
with property rights of others 
and petit larceny. This subject 
was arrested by the Chester-
field County Sheriff’s Office.

A 19-year-old Callao man 
was charged August 17 with 
brandishing a firearm.

A 35-year-old Alexandria 
man was charged August 19 
with driving under the influ-
ence.

Cadet Shamika Johnson of 
Lancaster has successfully 
completed the Leadership 
Development Assessment 
course at Joint Base Lewis 
McCord, Washington. To be 
eligible for graduation, Cadet 
Johnson completed tasks 
including day/night land 
navigation, weapons qualifi-
cation, and water confidence 
courses.

Johnson is a senior politi-
cal science major at Virginia 
State University where she is 
ranked in the top 5% of her 
ROTC Class. Following her 
graduation from VSU, she 
will be commissioned as a 
2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army Reserves and will be 
assigned to the 5th/159th Avi-
ation BN Eco.

Johnson is a 2010 graduate 

Cadet Shamika Johnson

SERVICE NOTE

of Lancaster  High School and 
a member of Willie Chapel 
Baptist Church in Lancaster.

Dominion Virginia Power 
has announced plans for a 
15-minute power outage later 
this month to bring new equip-
ment on line. 

Dominion reported it will 
be updating its infrastructure 
and energizing a new Ocran 
Substation that serves parts 
of White Stone and Lancaster 
County on Tuesday, August 27, 
from 4 a.m. to 4:15 a.m. The 
rain date is Wednesday, August 
28, also at 4 a.m. 

Dominion said all affected 
customers will be notified 
through an official planned 
outage letter.

Dominion sets
planned outage
in Ocran area
on August 27

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com
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FYI
River Market
Wine Tasting
Friday Night

 435-1725

NOW OPEN
Fine Consignments, Antiques, 

Jewelry & Ladies Apparel

Door Prizes

Double Feature

35 South Main Street,

Sterling Jewelry

Fall Threads 
Are Here!

On a recent afternoon, 11 
volunteers and staff at the 

Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic (NNFHC) piled into a 
van for a trip to the beach.

They were headed to the Vir-
ginia Pharmacists Association 
(VPhA) annual convention at 
The Cavalier in Virginia Beach, 
where a 12th person from the 
NNFHC—pharmacy coordi-
nator Angie Rich—had been 
attending two days of programs 
and seminars.

She didn’t know that she’d 
been nominated for the Virginia 
Pharmacy Technician of the 
Year Award, much less that she 
had won it. The 11 others who 
were bent on surprising her 
didn’t know for certain either, 
although word had slipped out 
that “perhaps Angie might like 
a little company.”

While the annual dinner 
and installation of officers 
progressed on July 30, the 11 
lounged outside waiting for 
the awards ceremony, filed in 
to the back of the room when 
the presentation was made, and 
became a cheering section for 
the startled recipient.

“No one deserves it more,” 
said Britney Dedmond, staff 
pharmacist at the NNFHC, who 
nominated Rich for the award. 
“Everyone was saying this. 
Angie is always looking out for 
those needing their medicines, 
and for all the volunteers and 
staff who work with her. They 
would do anything for her, 
because she does so much for 

Clinic pharmacy coordinator is 
Pharmacy Technician of the Year

Pharmacy Technician of the Year Angie Rich (left) is shown 
with award presenter Jackie Motley, vice chair of the VPhA 
Academy of Pharmacy Technicians.

On hand for the presentation were (from left) Gwen Head, Cris Dedmond, Kathy Wachter, 
Britney Dedmond, Jena Martin, Bill McConahey, Jean Nelson, Angie Rich, Carol Gifford, Whitney 
Graham, John Wilson, Tracey Jones, and Preston Hale of QSI pharmacy software.

them.”     
“Angie started at the clinic 

as a volunteer, while also hold-
ing a full-time job and raising 
a family. We were impressed 
with her from the start, and 
during the seven years she has 
been our pharmacy coordina-
tor, she’s worked well with 
patients, kept costs down, and 
cheerfully managed dozens 
of volunteers. We’re so proud 
of her,” said clinic executive 

director Jean Nelson.
A half-dozen pharmacy vol-

unteers enthusiastically wrote 
letters of support for her nomi-
nation, all of them highlighting 
her selflessness, loyalty, dedi-
cation, passion, and commu-
nity service. “Everyone locally 
is aware of these qualities and 
Angie’s overall grace,” said 
Dedmond. “It’s wonderful to 
see it recognized at the state 
level.”

One citizen from each of 
the three counties served by 
the River Counties Chapter of 
the American Red Cross has 
been selected as a Community 
Leader for 2013 for their tire-
less efforts to help others in 
their communities.

“Greg Chambers of Middle-
sex County, Rusty Brown of 
Richmond County, and Jeff 
Szyperski of Lancaster County 
are wonderful examples of 
folks who give time, energy, 
skills, knowledge and a help-
ing hand to those in need,” said 
executive director Julie Dudley. 
“We welcome the opportu-
nity to honor them and to give 
their communities a chance to 
express appreciation.”

Greg Chambers
Greg Chambers has been 

active in Middlesex as presi-
dent of Habitat for Human-
ity. He serves on the board of 
Hands Across Middlesex and 
is currently president-elect of 
Middlesex Kiwanis and will be 
president for the year of 2014.

The most visible example of 
his commitment is his lead as a 
committee member in Kiwanis 
Youth Services, supporting 
recognition and scholarship 
programs at all the Middlesex 
schools. He also tutors and 
leads the Terrific Kids Pro-
gram, and assists on the Cryer 
Centre Facility Team on Gen-
eral Puller Highway, which 
brings together local non-
profit organizations including 
American Red Cross, the Food 
Pantry and Back-Pack Buddy 
program.

Rusty Brown
Rusty Brown is regional 

president-Northern Neck of 
Union First Market Bank. He 
has 33 years of banking expe-
rience in the Northern Neck. 
He serves as a member of the 
board of directors of the North-
ern Neck Electric Cooperative 
and is treasurer of the Rich-
mond County Industrial Devel-
opment Authority since 2008. 
He also serves as a director of 
Union Investment Services Inc. 
since 2000. 

He is a well-known local 
figure in Richmond County. 
He is a trustee, deacon and 
treasurer of Cobham Park Bap-
tist Church, Warsaw; board 
member and secretary of the 
Menokin Foundation; former 
editor of the Northern Neck of 
Virginia Historical Magazine 
(2004-2010); member and past 
president of the Warsaw Rotary 
Club (Paul Harris Award 2010); 
member and past president of 
the Richmond County Ruritan 
Club; and is a board member of 
the Richmond County YMCA. 
He is vice-chairman of the VA-
MD-DE Association of Elec-
tric Cooperatives Scholarship 
Foundation.

Jeff Szyperski
Jeff Szyperski is chairman, 

president & CEO of Chesa-
peake Financial Shares and its 
subsidiary, Chesapeake Bank, 
and chairman & CEO of sub-
sidiary Chesapeake Investment 
Group.  He is immediate past-
president of the Virginia Bank-
ers Association and continues 
to serve on the VBA board of 

River Counties Red Cross names 
three Community Leaders for 2013

directors and on various VBA 
committees. He has been a 
member of the Lancaster 
County Economic Develop-
ment Authority since 2003. He 
is currently a member of the 
Chesapeake Academy board 
of trustees and served as chair-
man from 2005-2007.  

Szyperski has been a member 
of the Northern Neck Connec-
tion board of advisors since 
2006 and has helped spearhead 
the Lead Northern Neck com-
munity leadership program. He 
served on the Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury board 
of trustees from 1995-2002 and 
as chairman from 2000-2002. 
Szyperski served on the North-
ern Neck YMCA board of 
management from 1995-2001 
and as chairman from 1999-
2001. He is a former member 
of the Virginia Quality Life Inc. 
board of trustees which raised 
the funds to construct and 
maintain the VQL Community 
Center which houses the River 
Counties Chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross, the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA, Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic, and 
the RGH Rehabilitation and 
Sports Medicine Center. His 
volunteerism also includes for-
merly serving as a director of 
the Lancaster County Chamber 
of Commerce and as secretary 

and as treasurer of the North-
ern Neck Rotary Club.

The three honorees, who 
combined have given more 
than 100 years to community 
service, will be honored at 
a dinner on September 10 at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Coun-
try Club near Kilmarnock. 
While recognizing these citi-
zens, the Red Cross also will 
celebrate the 96th year of ser-
vice in this area. 

Get tickets early
In an effort to acknowledge 

today’s more stringent eco-
nomic conditions, ticket prices 
are only $50 per attendee this 
year. This reduction has been 
made possible by the gener-
ous contributions of our spon-
sors. The banquet will include 
a social period from 6:30 to 7 
p.m. followed by dinner and 
presentations.

Tickets will be distributed 
on a first-come basis and may 
be purchased by phone at 435-
7669, or by visiting the Red 
Cross office.  Eight- or ten-
seat table groupings may be 
arranged. Dress is business 
attire. 

Sponsors will be recognized 
on the program. Sponsorships 
range from $1,500 to $100. To 
become a sponsor of the event, 
call 435-7669.

LANCASTER—County planners last week 
wrapped up their revisions and updates to the 
final chapter of the Comprehensive Plan and set 
a hearing for public comments at next month’s 
planning commission meeting. 

Chapter seven deals with all land use exclud-
ing preservation of water resources, which was 
covered in previous chapters. 

Land use topics include conservation ease-
ments and land trusts, development processes 
including permits, zoning, purchase and trans-
fer of land rights, farming, subdivisions and 

mixed housing.
Under planned growth, the chapter identifies 

and sets strategies for responsible high density 
residential and commercial growth areas and 
protection of historic resources and forestry 
and farmland districts in order to preserve the 
county’s rural character and maritime heri-
tage.

Also included is a section on economic 
opportunities which addresses the decline in 
traditional industries and the growth in retire-
ment and second home development.

The public hearing will be held at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, September 19.

Lancaster planners set hearing
on revised Comprehensive Plan

by Audrey Thomasson

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland plan-
ning commission discussed the powers of a zoning 
administrator and the definition of a tourist home 
at their meeting last week.

The first public hearing on the agenda examined 
giving the zoning administrator the power to issue 
a cease-and-desist order when the conditions of a 
conditional use permit are violated. 

Currently, the board of supervisors can approve 
a conditional use permit but if those conditions 
are violated, assistant county administrator Lut-
trell Tadlock explained, the county has no author-
ity to rescind the permit and no recourse but legal 
action.

“I’m a great believer in the conditional use 
permit,” said commissioner Alfred Fisher. “I don’t 
think you can write a book for every little thing.”

After some discussion on who should be noti-
fied of a cease-and-desist order and how, the com-
mission settled on posting the order on the entry 
to the property and mailing it to the owner of the 
property. The necessary amendment to the zoning 
law will now go before the board of supervisors.

The commission also held a public hearing on 
making the definition of transients more specific. 
In the zoning ordinance now, a “tourist home” 
is said to be “open to transients.” The proposed 
update would define transients as “individuals 
who will occupy the dwelling for less than 30 
days.”

Edward “Kaz” Kazenske of Reedville, rep-
resenting the board of directors of Tides on the 

Chesapeake, a local community organization, 
supported the measure. “We just want to thank 
the commission, and we support a definition that 
helps clarify what ‘transient’ is,” Kazenske said. 
“I think it’s a move in the right direction.” Kazen-
ske characterized the amendment as “very boiler-
plate language” used by most communities across 
the country.

The commission voted to recommend the 
change, which will now go to the board of super-
visors.

The commission also voted to move ahead with 
another proposed change in the zoning ordinance 
in response to a resolution from the board of 
supervisors. The board asked the commission to 
consider whether tourist homes should be allowed 
only under conditional use permits, as they are 
currently, or whether they should be allowed by 
right in certain areas of the county. 

The commission proposed that tourist homes 
should be allowed by right in all zones that cur-
rently allow single-family residences by right. 
The issue will now go a public hearing at the next 
commission meeting before a recommendation is 
sent back to the board of supervisors.

Tadlock presented the commission a revised 
schedule for updating Northumberland’s compre-
hensive plan. The new schedule estimates when 
public hearings before the planning commis-
sion and board of supervisors will happen April 
through June of 2013.

The next Northumberland planning commis-
sion meeting will be Thursday, September 19, at 
7 p.m.

Northumberland planners propose
change to deal with permit violations

by Renss Greene
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Join us on September 21 for the Chesapeake Habitat for Humanity Community Build Day.

“

”
 — Paula Owens

Paula Owens
Chesapeake Bank 
Mortgage Lending Specialist 
and Habitat Volunteer

Pat Lewis
Chesapeake Bank 

Human Resources Director 
and Habitat Volunteer

Cathy Snowden
Chesapeake Bank 
Kilmarnock Branch Manager
and Habitat Volunteer

    +             + You   

I grew up in the riverside 
village of Morattico. One of 
my life-changing experiences 
occurred every summer when I 
would get to spend two weeks 
in Baltimore, Md., as a guest of 
family friends. Because I was 
such a country bumpkin in the 
eyes of my city buddies, I was 
always trying to fit in.

We played baseball every 
day on the sandlots of Dundalk, 
and I could hold my own on 
the diamond. To give myself an 
edge and to impress my summer 
friends, I boldly announced that 
I knew a big league ball player. 
Not just any player on any team, 
but a pitcher on the New York 
Yankees.

Their response was what 
you might expect from 11- and 
12-year-olds: “You do not,” “No 
way,” “You’re lying”—and so on.

My host family would always 
take to Memorial Stadium for 
a weekend game between the 
hometown Orioles and whoever 
they were playing. Naturally, 

I Know a Big Leaguer . . . !

Frank Saunders Jim Coates

by Frank Saunders

after making my announcement 
about knowing a Bronx Bomber, 
the visiting team that year was 
the Yankees, and all of my 
friends were going to the game 
to call my bluff and to see if I 
was telling the truth.

Anxiety was my companion as 
we made our way to the stadium. 
I knew of Jim Coates, of course, 
and he did know my parents, but 
he did not know me from Adam.

When I reached my seat I 
wrote a note to Mr. Coates and 
asked an usher to take it to him 
in the visitor’s clubhouse. It 
was my hope and prayer that 
he would at least acknowledge 
me with an autograph just to 
verify my boast and claim to my 
guys. The usher returned empty 
handed, but he said Mr. Coates 
wanted him to escort me to the 
Yankee dugout.

My status in our section and 
row escalated with that news.

The usher took me to field 
level where a three-foot high 
swinging gate separated the 
mortals in the stands from the 
gods on the playing field. As I 
reached the gate, this giant of a 
man in his visiting gray uniform 
appeared from the corner of the 
dugout, opened it for me and 
escorted me down the steps of 
the New York Yankee dugout. 
In        front of me stood Mickey 
Mantle, Roger Maris, Yogi Berra, 
Whitey Ford, and all of the many 
Yankee greats of the early 1960s. 
For a kid from the shores of the 
Rappahannock River this was 
my first defined moment of 
what “heaven” must be like. Jim 
Coates introduced me to these 
legends of the game and reached 
in the ball bag and gave me a 
game ball.

I don’t remember much about 
the return trip to my seat because 
I was floating, not walking. What 
I do remember is that this man 
whose only knowledge of me 
was through my parents, valued 

me being from Lancaster County 
enough to make my dream come 
true.

I share this story with you 
to honor Jim Coates. He is one 
of us and the only one of us 
to make it to the big leagues. 
He has garnered many awards 
for his skills on the diamond. 
He has been a member of the 
American League All Star team 
and is a World Series Cham-
pion. But, I think remembering 
where you are from and taking 
the time and making the effort 
to share your success with 
others is his greatest achieve-

“In front of me stood Mickey Mantle, 
Roger Maris, Yogi Berra, Whitey Ford, 
and all of the many Yankee greats of 
the early 1960s. For a kid from the 
shores of the Rappahannock River this 
was my first defined moment of what 
‘heaven’ must be like.”

ment.
These many years later I 

am proud to call Jim Coates a 
friend. He has blessed me with 
numerous stories of his playing 
career and he has shared unself-
ishly with many people similar 
stories and memorabilia from 
his great career. Many of you 
who read this will also be able 
to boast that “you know a big 
leaguer.”

Thank you, Jim, for sharing 
your experiences. Your base-
ball card proclaimed that you 
were the “Pride of the Northern 
Neck.” Indeed you are.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Tomorrow marks the centenary of the 
birth of one of the Northern Neck’s most 

beloved come-heres. Although he died nearly 
25 years ago, much of his legacy remains both 
in buildings and in people. He came here first 
as a young Catholic priest in 1945, and served 
as an assistant pastor for the churches of the 
entire Northern Neck and Essex County. 

He left in 1948, and returned again, this 
time as pastor, in 1953, during which tenure 
he built the new Saint Francis de Sales Church 
on Church Street in Kilmarnock, and under-
took other projects in Colonial Beach, Hague, 
Tappahannock and King George. He was 
always busy, but despite the pace and demands 
of his many physical projects, at all times he 
put people first. 

In 1957, he left for another assignment, then 
returned in 1969, this time staying as pastor in 
Kilmarnock until 1980. When he left then, he 
went first to New Orleans, then Charleston, 
South Carolina, and finally to the Washington 
area, where he died in 1988 at the age of 75. 

His name was Father Boniface Cunning-
ham, and as a young boy he decided he 
wanted to be a priest. He entered the Trinitar-

ian Order, a missionary order of the Catholic 
Church, when he was still a teenager, and was 
ordained a priest in Washington in 1943. 

In his time, Trinitarians assumed a new 
name upon entry into the order. His birth name 
had been Augustine as his mother had named 
him after the fifth-century bishop of Hippo in 
North Africa, but he chose the name Boniface 
after the missionary who had converted the 
Germans in the early Middle Ages. It was an 
appropriate name for a man who spent his life 
in missionary activity.

On his second tour in Kilmarnock when he 
set out to build the new church, he encoun-
tered a fortuitous coincidence in that the nuns 

who operated the old Providence Hospital on 
Capitol Hill in Washington were building a 
new facility in Northeast, and they offered 
him all the furnishings for the new church. As 
a result the church had a magnificent interior 
replete with objects from the chapel of the 
old hospital which had served Union soldiers 
during the War Between the States. 

Father Boniface was ecumenical before the 
word came into popular use. He made friends 
with everyone, and here in Kilmarnock his 
particular good friend was the Rev. Charles 
Allen, a retired Episcopal clergyman, who 
spent his time ministering to many churches 
across the lower Northern Neck. Each was 
known for spending many evenings visiting 
patients at Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal, whether those visited belonged to their 
churches or not. 

As a member of a religious order, Father 
Boniface had a vow of poverty, one that he 
took quite seriously. He drove inexpensive old 
cars until they broke down. He lived simply, 
ate modestly, and wore plain clerical black 
clothes and barebones eyeglasses. He did not 
like frills, except for his insistence on cuffs on 

his trousers. I often told him they were merely 
dust collectors, but he would not buy a suit 
without cuffs.

He came from a large Catholic family in 
Philadelphia, an origin which well prepared 
him for the wide variety of people he would 
encounter later in life. Between his last two 
Kilmarnock assignments, he worked in the 
poverty-stricken coal mine hills of eastern 
Kentucky. He liked poor people, and found 
both his calling and his pleasure in serving 
their needs. He never complained about any-
thing, and was universally cheerful. 

He often used the metaphor of not being 
able to see the forest for the trees, but that did 
not apply to him. He focused on everyone he 
met with total dedication, and found blissful 
happiness in so doing.

When he was a little boy someone asked 
him what he wanted to be when he grew up. 
He responded that he wanted to be a saint. For 
many people in the Northern Neck and the 
many other places he served, he succeeded 
brilliantly in that ambition. He spent 18 of 
his 75 years here among us, helping those he 
encountered to try for the same goal in life.

He drove inexpensive old 
cars until they broke down. 
He lived simply, ate mod-
estly, and wore plain clerical 
black clothes and barebones 
eyeglasses.

Focal Point

It’s butterfly month in the Northern Neck.

Photo by Karina Gaines

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

As I travel around the First 
District of Virginia, I fre-

quently encounter individuals 
who serve or have served our 
nation in some capacity. Our 
area truly has one of the larg-
est concentrations of veterans 
in the nation, and I am proud to 
represent such a fantastic group 
of devoted, patriotic Americans 
for whom service has always 
ranked above self. We owe them 
so much, and yet one of the most 
egregious examples of govern-
ment inefficiency is the abysmal 
claims backup at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

I am fully committed to ensur-
ing that our nation’s veterans 
receive the benefits that they 
have earned, and I have cospon-
sored several bills to improve the 
VA claims process, including the 
Putting Veterans Funding First 
Act (H.R. 813) and the Veterans 
Timely Access to Health Care 
Act (H.R. 241). I also joined 
many of my colleagues in May 
in sending a letter to the presi-
dent urging him to take direct 
action to reduce the VA claims 
backlog. 

Most recently, I urged VA 
Secretary Eric Shinseki to con-
sider a partnership with pro 
bono law school veterans benefit 
clinics nationwide that provide 
assistance to veterans mired 
in the claims process. William 
and Mary Law School’s Lewis 
B. Puller Jr. Veterans Benefits 
Clinic, and its associated Help-

ing Military Veterans through 
Higher Education Consortium, 
has exemplified the way innova-
tive methods can improve this 
process, with legal experts help-
ing our veterans navigate the 
claims system, whether through 
compiling necessary documen-
tation, submitting complex claim 
forms, or even coordinating 
medical evaluations. Without this 
assistance, these veterans would 
simply be at the mercy of an 
ineffective, tangled system. Wil-
liam and Mary’s program should 
serve as a national template for 
improving the VA claims process 
and helping our veterans. 

By creating a formal partner-
ship between the VA and these 
pro bono clinics, Secretary Shin-
seki would allow our veterans 
more effective representation and 
assistance. The service and sacri-
fice of these exemplary citizens 
deserve better treatment than the 
status quo.

At the same time, it’s critical 
that our newer veterans have the 
tools and skills that they need to 
transfer into civilian life. Ear-
lier this year, I cosponsored the 
Troop Talent Act, a bill that helps 
translate military skills into civil-
ian credentialing and that was 
later incorporated into National 
Defense Authorization Act (H.R. 
1960), which passed the House 
of Representatives on June 14. 

I am also a cosponsor of the 
Veteran Emergency Medical 
Technician Support Act (H.R. 

235), which helps to fill the short-
age of EMTs by streamlining the 
EMT certification and licensure 
process for veterans who have 
already completed military EMT 
training during their service. 

The families of our veterans 
and active duty service members 
also deserve the absolute best 
treatment we can provide, and I 
was proud to join my colleague, 
Rep. Matt Cartwright from 
Pennsylvania, in introducing the 
Military Spouse Job Continuity 
Act (H.R. 1620), which would 
help ease transitions for military 
families by offering a tax credit 
to any military spouse who must 
renew or transfer a professional 
license due to a military Change 
of Station order. The families 
of our servicemen and women 
bravely share in the sacrifice that 
their loved ones make, and I will 
work to honor their commitment 
to this nation.  

As August continues, I urge my 
colleagues to return to Washing-
ton and address the many issues 
important to our citizens and to 
our nation. The main streets of 
Virginia’s First District are full of 
ideas to get our economy back on 
track, and your feedback is criti-
cally important to me as I serve 
you. I can be reached by tele-
phone at 202-225-4261, through 
my website (www.wittman.
house.gov), on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/reprobwittman), 
and via Twitter (www.twitter.
com/robwittman).

YOUR LETTERS

A  writer (August 15)  calls 
for reliable climate informa-
tion, such as provided by 
NOAA. The writer was appar-
ently referring to an earlier 
letter describing a study show-
ing a global cooling trend over 
the past ten years. That study 
employed a standard trend 
determination on each of the 
five well-known global tem-
perature data sets, and pro-
vided sufficient detail so any 
interested party could easily 
confirm the process. Brushing 
the study aside, via an appeal 
to authority, is anti-science.

Practically every scientist, 
whether a proponent of sig-
nificant anthropogenic global 
warming or not, now recog-
nizes that there has been no 
additional warming since about 
1998.   This, together with 
numerous other indications, 
render the claim of human 
responsibility for global cli-
mate implausible.

Is NOAA an acceptable 
authority on climate?  NOAA’s 
lawyerly claim that our recent 
decade was the warmest “on 
record,”  ignores that a year or 
two in the 1930s (but not that 
entire decade) was as warm 
as any of our current years. 
NOAA’s appended phrase “on 
record” eliminates from con-
sideration almost all climate 
data. The Medieval Warming 
Period (MWP), as warm but 
1,000 years ago, is dismissed 
because only proxy tempera-
ture data is available for the 
distant past.  Finally, NOAA 
stated that 2012 was one of the 
10 warmest years, but failed to 
mention that 2012 was one of 
the coolest years of that group.  
That overlooked  factoid indi-
cates a likely cooling is under 
way!.

Neither is NOAA’s  obfusca-
tion unique.  Every entity rec-
ognized by alarmists as “author-
ity”  refused to admit, for years, 
that global temperature had not 
increased since 1998.  These 
entities continue to deny that 
the MWP was as warm, likely 
warmer, and a global phenom-
enon. They now deny the likely  
cooling. Why ?

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Could cooling
be under way?

In a world in which our 
attempts to help those deemed 
less fortunate often promote 
dependency and demoraliza-
tion, last week’s story about 
The Girls Empowerment Camp 
at Macedonia Baptist Church 
is a welcomed, and exciting, 
breath of fresh air. These 40 
promising young women have 
had their worlds stretched via a 
train trip to Florida and a visit 
to Bethune Cookman Univer-
sity in Daytona and nearby 
Universal Studios.

Particularly exciting is some 
essential mentoring from 
selected educators and chap-
erones that may derail these 
young women from any incli-
nation toward a life in which 
they have achieved little of 

Worlds stretched 
via empowerment

their potential. The generous 
mentoring provided by these 
wise older women is of incal-
culable value in my opinion, 
and I’m glad the 22-hour train 
ride took as long as it did.

I would respectfully suggest 
that this wonderful story be re-
printed in the Rappahannock 
Record and moved from page 
B-6 to above-the-fold place-
ment on Page B-1 where it 
belongs.

Andrew J. Bllups III,
Kilmarnock

I am the grandmother of two 
children in the Lancaster School 
system. One will begin P-K and 
the other will be attending Lan-
caster High School for the first 
time.

Imagine my disgust when I 
read on the front page of your 
paper announcing Lancaster 
County School received an 
accreditation warning. We are 
sending our children and grand-
children to a “Dirty Dozen” 
school division—the 12 worst 
scoring schools in the Common-
wealth; 9th worst in reading and 
6th worst in mathematics and we 
still have the history and science 
score to look forward to.

I find it even harder to under-
stand these test results because 
all I hear  from parents is that 
their children are continuously 
studying for SOLs. Perhaps they 
should just teach and stop wor-
rying about the SOLs. Obvi-
ously, whatever they are doing is 
not working.

Apparently there are require-
ments the district must develop 
in addition to the 3-year plan. 
In three years my grandson will 
be a senior; that is too long for 
Lancaster to correct this matter. 
Someone must be made account-
able for this shameful and dis-
gusting report. Who is it or what 
is it? These are questions that are 
vital to our children’s education 
and answers must be made avail-
able, not just a promise from Dr. 
Lukich to the board and parents 
that he would “turn the schools 
around.” What is the plan? Is 
there a plan?

Additionally, shame on the 
school board to worry more 
about what a child will wear to 
school than what a child will 
learn in the school. We need a 
“uniform advisory board” like 
we need a hole in the head.

These are tough times our 
children and grandchildren are 
facing. When students graduat-
ing from four-year colleges can’t 
get jobs, what chance do students 
of this school district have.

Lillian S. George,
White Stone

Do we have a plan?

In the letter entitled “Let’s be 
for real,” the writer again puts 
his interpretation of events in the 
George Zimmerman case. He 
cites the dictionary meaning of 
kill and stalk. I suggest he look up 
the meaning of objective, which 
means uninfluenced by emotion, 
surmise or personal prejudice and 
presented factually. 

Factually, Zimmerman was not 
arrested by Sanford Police and 
he did not confess. Black’s Law 
dictionary defines confession as 

Let’s be objective

admitting involvement in a crime. 
Zimmerman did not confess, he 
gave a statement of events that led 
to the death of Trayvon Martin. 
While I agree we will never know 
all of the facts, we cannot objec-
tively write as facts things we 
believe to be true such as: “Mr. 
Zimmerman’s injuries didn’t sup-
port a ground and pound fight.” 

Plaxio Burris did not get two 
years for shooting himself or 
because he is black. He got it 
for carrying a gun in violation of 
NYC law. Michael Vick did not 
get two years for killing animals 
or because he is black. He got it 
because he hung and beat dogs in 
violation of the law. 

A synopsis review of the 
Marissa Alexander case leads me 
to believe she may be a victim. If 
an injustice occurred, I hope she 
wins on appeal and gets a new 
trial. But again the jury which 
heard all of the facts found her 
guilty. The judge had no option 
but to impose a sentence of 20 
years due to mandatory sentenc-
ing. 

Interestingly, the same prosecu-
tor handled both the Zimmerman 
and Alexander cases. That prose-
cutor fired an employee who tes-
tified she withheld evidence from 
the defense team in the Zimmer-
man case. He filed suit against her 
for the firing. Surely more will be 
written about this prosecutor. 

Al Hall, 
Reedville 

The Lancaster County school 
board made a decision earlier 
this year to require school uni-
forms at the beginning of the 
school year. The school board 
has now decided it is a better 
idea to start the policy in Janu-
ary.

Let’s review the facts: Local 
merchants increased inventory 
to meet the anticipated demand. 
Many parents went and bought 
uniforms for their children so 
they would be in compliance 
with the policy.

Now the policy has changed. 
Ask any kid to volunteer to 
wear a uniform when the other 
kids are not wearing them. 
As a grandparent of a middle 
schooler, I can say the likely 
answer is no, because the 
child would be a looked at as a 
“nerd.” The clothes get returned 
because in six months the 
child can outgrow them. The 
merchants suffer and the par-
ents have wasted time and lost 
respect for the policies set by 
the wishy-washy school board.

Does the school board now 
expect more parents and stu-
dents will wish to comply with 
the policy when it becomes 
effective in January? If I were a 
parent having made an effort to 
comply with the policy the first 
time, in January I would take a 
wait-and-see attitude.

Think about it: The school 
board would not tolerate such 
wishy-washy behavior from the 
children it seeks to help.

Al Pollard Sr.,
White Stone 

Editor’s Note: The uniform 
policy remains in effect at the 
primary school. Mandatory use 
at the middle school will begin 
in January.

Wishy-washy
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JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

B
E
A
U
T
Y

W
I
S
D
O
M

SAVE
UP TO

AUGUST 1 - OCTOBER 2

CLEAN MORE LOADS  
FOR A WHOLE LOT LESS.

*Via mail-in rebate. See store for details.

$150*

ON SELECT  
GE LAUNDRY PAIRS

GE® 4.6 DOE cu. ft. capacity washer with
stainless steel basket

$799

GE® 7.8 cu. ft. capacity electric dryer

$799
GTDP740EDWW

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

LOST CAT
Lost in Heathsville July 30. Black 
and white neutered male. If seen 

call (804) 580-3739. REWARD.

“Tux”

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

YOUR LETTERS

Have you ever been con-
fused? Well, I’m confused. 
Thankfully, the confusion is 
not of my making. I am but an 
innocent victim.

In his second letter to the 
Record (August 15) regard-
ing the Zimmerman-Martin 
case, the president of the local 
chapter of the NAACP explic-
itly stated that he is not accus-
ing Zimmerman of murder (“I 
never said Zimmerman mur-
dered Travon..”).

Why, then, did the presi-
dent begin his first letter to the 
Record on this case (August 
1) with a discussion of murder 
and, two paragraphs later, again 
discuss murder, all plainly 
within the context of the kill-
ing of Martin by Zimmerman? 
If this case isn’t about murder, 
then why raise the issue of 
murder in the first place?

In his second letter to the 
Record, the president stated 
that the facts of the case show 
that Zimmerman “stalked” 
Martin “obsessively,” that 
Zimmerman was the “aggres-
sor,” that Zimmerman harassed 
Martin, and that Zimmerman 
had “bad intentions.”

Does the president not 

Confusing

I read with total disbelief 
Audrey Thomasson’s article 
in the August 15 Rappahan-
nock Record about the status 
of the Lancaster County school 
system. How could this situa-
tion occur in a wealthy county 
like Lancaster?

School system 
needs new leaders

Last week the Southside Sen-
tinel in Urbanna reported on 
the meeting of a small group of 
people from surrounding coun-
ties and Williamsburg with Con-
gressman Rob Wittman’s staff 
at his office in Yorktown. The 
group was seeking clarifica-
tion of Wittman’s position on 
the environment and climate 
change. 

Several days later, Witt-
man’s written reply to their 
concerns was little short of 
pathetic. Having acclaimed his 
standing as a “scientist,” he pro-
ceeded to demonstrate that he is 
completely out of touch with cur-
rent climate science.  He made 
no mention of the present 400 
ppm of CO2 in the atmosphere,  
double the highest value reached 
in at least the last 800,000 
years. He did, however, trot out 
that favorite red herring of paid 
climate change denialists, that 
research on paleoclimates indi-
cates that cooling and warm-
ing cycles were not uncommon 
in the geologic past.

Congressman Wittman’s com-
ments on the source of the excess 
atmospheric CO2 that is causing 
increases in global temperatures 
were completely evasive,  again 
indicating his lack of awareness 
of current climate science. 

The rest of his written state-
ment was an attempt to burnish 
his image as a concerned envi-
ronmentalist, a position that is 
not borne out by his congres-
sional voting record. Finally, 
there was a bunch of “feel good” 
politi-speak that had little to do 
with the concerns of the group 
that gathered at his Yorktown 
office two weeks ago.

Politics must play a vital role 
in our battle to curb the ill-effects 
of climate change, and the level 
of enlightenment of our senators 
and congress-folk regarding cli-
mate science will be of critical 
importance.

 Sam Sawkins,
Urbanna

Wittman out 
of touch on
climate science

The first paragraph of this 
article states that “when stu-
dents return to Lancaster public 
schools September 3, they will 
enter an educational system 
without full accreditation.”  In 
my opinion they will also be 
entering a system with a super-
intendent and school board that 
has failed them and are prob-
ably not capable of turning the 
situation around as promised 
by Superintendent Lukich.

There is no question in my 
mind that this county needs 
some new members on the 
school board and a new super-
intendent when the time comes. 
We will have the chance in 
November to make some of 
the changes. I think Dr. Robert 
Westbrook of Irvington, a con-
servative individual, a member 
of the Irvington Town Council, 
a businessman and a concerned 
citizen could help turn this 
problem around. The residents 
of Irvington and the entire 
Fifth District will have a great 
opportunity to contribute to the 
future success of our schools 
and the educational opportuni-
ties for our children by electing 
Dr. Robert Westbrook to the 
school board.

Hubert G. Lovell,
Irvington

understand that if Zimmer-
man had acted aggressively 
and with malicious intent, as 
the president claims, then the 
conditions for a murder charge 
would have pretty well been 
met?

Why, then, does the presi-
dent insist he isn’t accusing 
Zimmerman of murder? To say 
that the president is exceed-
ingly confusing on this subject 
is an understatement.

Finally, the president 
believes that there is good 
racial profiling and bad racial 
profiling and that we all know 
the difference. I see: NAACP 
profiling, good. Zimmerman 
profiling, bad. Oh yes, I see it 
quite clearly now. I thank the 
president for his wonderful 
clarification.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

150 Years Ago This Month
August 1863

In early August 1863, following Lee’s retreat 
from Gettysburg, the Confederate Army of 
Northern Virginia and the Union Army of the 
Potomac re-establish their lines on either side 
of the Rappahannock River. It is a time to rest, 
regroup, and rebuild the armies. Lee sets up his 
new line of defense in Orange County. Union 
forces gather between the Rappahannock and 
Rapidan rivers near Culpeper.   

In local waters, Confederate squads with 
small portable boats work to interrupt Union 
shipping and confiscate needed supplies. The 
Union Navy reports that an enemy regiment of 
about 400 cavalry from Georgia is now in the 
Northern Neck and likely escorting the contra-
band smugglers. Union gunboat steamers Satel-
lite, Currituck, and Reliance are put on watch at 
the mouth of the Rappahannock. 

August 8: Gen. Robert E. Lee offers his 
resignation. He is devastated by the defeat at 
Gettysburg, for which he takes full responsi-
bility, and he is concerned about his age and 
health. His key beliefs about relinquishing com-
mand are explained in the following excerpts 
from his letter to Confederate President Jeffer-
son Davis:

“The general remedy for the want of success 
in a military commander is his removal. This is 
natural, and in many instances, proper. For no 
matter what may be the ability of the officer, if 
he loses the confidence of his troops disaster 
must sooner or later ensue.

“I have been prompted by these reflections…
to propose to Your Excellency the propriety of 
selecting another commander for this army. I 
have seen and heard of expressions of discon-
tent in the public journals as the result of the 
expedition. I do not know how far this feel-
ing extends in the army…It is fair, however, 
to suppose that it does exist, and success is so 
necessary to us that nothing should be risked 
to secure it. I therefore, in all sincerity, request 
Your Excellency to take measures to supply 
my place. I do this with the more earnestness 
because no one is more aware than myself of 
my inability for the duties of my position.

“Everything, therefore, points to the advan-
tages to be derived from a new commander, and 
I the more anxiously urge the matter upon Your 
Excellency from my belief that a younger and 
abler man than myself can readily be attained…
and it would be the happiest day of my life to 
see at [the army’s] head a worthy leader--one 
that would accomplish more than I could per-
form and all that I have wished. I hope Your 
Excellency will attribute my request to the true 
reason, the desire to serve my country, and to 
do all in my power to insure the success of her 

righteous cause.”
President Davis refuses Lee’s resignation, 

stating that “our country could not bear to lose 
you.” He further writes, “To ask me to substi-
tute you by someone…more fit to command, or 
who would possess more of the confidence of 
the army…is to demand an impossibility.”

August 11-17: John M. George, William 
P. George, Zamuth George, all of Lancaster 
County, and John Robbins of the Ninth Vir-
ginia Cavalry, are arrested by the commander 
of the USS Currituck and sent as prisoners to 
the Washington navy yard. The Union report 
states, “These men are accused of cutting down 
the trees on Windmill Point, a well-known 
landmark on the Chesapeake Bay. They are also 
reported as violent secessionists, and exceed-
ingly active in preventing the escape of desert-
ers from the rebel Army, as well as harassing 
Union people and others favorable to the Fed-
eral cause.” 

August 22-23: Confederate Navy Lt. John 
Taylor Wood, grandson of former U.S. President 
Zachary Taylor and nephew of C.S. President 
Jefferson Davis, leads a daring expedition to 
surprise and capture the Union gunboats Satel-
lite and Reliance off Windmill Point. Accord-
ing to civilian testimony, “one boat containing 
about 25 men boarded [the Satellite], alongside, 
and another with the same number from her 
bow. There were seven men on watch, who 
were immediately over-powered. The crew 
made some resistance.  [A man named Clarke] 
fired seven shots, but when he saw the boat was 
taken, he jumped overboard. There were 6 men 
wounded on both sides. The captain of the Reli-
ance (which was attacked by two more boats 
at the same time) was slightly wounded…The 
four boats, containing about 100 men, came out 
of the Piankatank River: among them were 3 
men, who came on board the Satellite at Urbana 
to sell chickens. While on board they learned 
where the ammunition, small arms, etc., were 
kept, so that on Saturday night as soon as they 
boarded the Satellite they seized these the first 
thing.”

August 25: Lt. Wood, using the captured 
Satellite, seizes the Union schooners Coquette, 
Two Brothers, and Golden Rod near the mouth 
of the Rappahannock. The Confederates strip 
and burn the Golden Rod on location because 
of her deep draft. The other schooners are taken 
upriver to Port Royal where they, along with the 
Satellite and Reliance steamers, are stripped of 
useful parts and scuttled to prevent recapture.

This article is provided by the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library and Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee 
with assistance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil 
War Northern Neck.

Civil War Sesquicentennial

Do You Remember?
The Kilmarnock High School May Queen and attendants in 
1942 are, from left, Eunice Douglas, Mary Davis and Charlotte 
Claybrook. They are pictured during the May Day ceremonies 
at White Stone High School. “Do You Remember?” is a service 
of the Kilmarnock Museum.

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee will host a 
traditional Labor Day picnic 
for area Democrats from 4 to 
6 p.m. on Monday, September 
2, at the Hills Quarter Commu-
nity Center. A variety of enter-
tainment is planned. 

Traditional picnic fare will be 
available, along with iced tea, 
lemonade and water. Guests 
may wish to bring along a 
favorite beverage and side dish 
or dessert to share.  

The cost is $10 per person, 
or $20 per family, paid at the 
door.

Labor Day 
picnic will 
be indoors

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RRecord.com

Tuesdays  a t  noon
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Put on your walking shoes 
and join the 7th Annual Walk 
for Recovery on September 
14. The local walk supports 

Run at least a 10 col. 
inch ad now through 

August 29 and get 
FREE COLOR!

Call the

 

(804) 435-1701 
or email mail@rrecord.com

lSPeCia

 Mobile DMV
The Virginia Department of 

Motor Vehicles’ mobile cus-
tomer service center, DMV 2 
Go, will make a stop Septem-
ber 4 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at Northumberland DMV 
Select, 72 Monument Place in 
Heathsville. The mobile office 
provides all DMV transac-
tions.

NEWS 
BREAK

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 22, 1913, issue of 

the Virginia Citizen)

Fish And Oyster Notes
The records are scant as to anyone being 

hurt by fish-bone in the throat. Suck a lemon, 
or drink lemon juice if a bone lodges in the 
throat. The acid soon dissolves the bone. 
Don’t be afraid to eat fish.

A 300-pound sturgeon was caught in the 
Potomac at Alexandria. That these big fish are 
reappearing, if slowly, in the upper waters of 
Virginia, is indication that the cull law enacted 
four years ago is doing some good.

Miskimon
Mr. and Mrs. George Stuart and children, 

of Baltimore, are spending a month with rela-
tives here. Mr. Stuart’s health is not very good 
and he is trying to recuperate.

Those attending Kirkland camp are: Mrs. 
E. J. Marsh, son and daughter, Mrs. Margaret 
Marsh, Mrs. A. A. Ashburn and F. K. Samp-
son and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kilduff, of Baltimore, 
are visiting the gentleman’s mother, Mrs. Bell 
Kilduff.

C. E. Dawson is this week moving his 
family to the farm he recently purchased near 
Ocran. His other two farms will be looked 
after by some of his children. We are sorry to 
lose these good people.

Miss Elise Sibley, of Locust Hill, Middle-
sex County, is this week the guest of Mrs. E. J. 
Marsh and her daughter, Miss Emma, at Kirk-
land Grove camp. Miss Sibley is the popular 

school teacher who taught here last session.

Millenbeck
During the heavy electrical storm which 

passed over this section some time ago light-
ning hit the dwelling occupied by Mrs. L. E. 
Rogers, at this place.

Dr. W. T. Hughlett, of Coca, Fla., was the 
guest of her sister, Mrs. M. E. George, here 
last week. He also visited friends at Lancaster 
while here. This was his first trip to this state 
for thirty years.

A. W. Cooper, of Baltimore, spent Saturday 
and Sunday with his family at Towles Point.

Mrs. L.G. Connollee has returned home 
from Reedville, where she was the guest of 
her brother, C. S. Towles, the past week.

Preparations are being made to have the 
steamboat wharf at this place rebuilt.

W. C. Towles, now employed on a steam-
ship flying out of New York, was at his paren-
tal home here last week.

Caught On The Fly
In baseball Saturday at White Stone between 

White Stone and Ottoman, the former won by 
a score of 3 to 1.

Dr. G. H. Steuart left last week for Balti-
more to take his invalid wife to visit the Doc-
tor’s people in lower Maryland.

Capt. Mason Gourley and a party of friends 
from Baltimore were rusticating last week 
along Carter’s Creek and the Rappahannock.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Congressman Rob Witt-
man will speak at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 27, at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club, 3989 White Chapel 
Road, in Lively.

Wittman will speak about 
the Fair Tax proposal that 
has been introduced into 
Congress in an effort to 
reform the country’s federal 
tax system. The proposal 
would supposedly replace 
all federal income taxes for 
a single, broad, national con-
sumption tax on retail sales. 
The Fair Tax is reported to be 
a simple, fair and transpar-
ent solution to replace our 
current tax system. It would 
abolish the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS).
Rep. Wittman came to 

Congress in a special elec-
tion in 2007 to serve the 
First Congressional District 
that stretches from Newport 
News to the Manassas area. 
He serves on the Armed 
Services Committee, as the 
chairman of the Readiness 
Subcommittee, and on the 
Seapower and Expeditionary 
Forces Subcommittee and is 
co-chair of the Congressio-
nal Shipbuilding Caucus. As 
a member of the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, 
he serves as co-chair of the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Caucus, which brings bay 
issues into focus for mem-

bers of Congress. 
The congressman holds a 

Ph.D. in public policy and 
administration from Virginia 
Commonwealth University, a 
master’s in health policy and 
administration from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, 
and a bachelor’s in biology 
from Virginia Tech. He and 
his wife, Kathryn, reside in 
Montross. They have two 
grown children and three 
grandchildren.

Following his presentation, 
Wittman will take questions 
from his constituents. He is 
being hosted by the 99th Dis-
trict Tea Party. The meeting is 
free and open to the public.

Rep. Wittman will discuss
Fair Tax proposal in Lively

The Relay for Life of Lancaster/Northumberland needs help, 
according to Lisa Goodall with the American Cancer Society 
(ACS). 

“Have you been touched by cancer?” said Goodall, who 
serves as the community manager for the ACS’s South Atlantic 
Division. Chances are most people have. According to statistics, 
one in three people will develop cancer.  

“Would you like to be part of the movement to end cancer in 
your community?” she asked. 

The Relay for Life of Lancaster/Northumberland is seeking 
dedicated and passionate individuals to join the 2014 steer-
ing committee. Goodall will hold an open house on Thursday, 
August 29, at 5:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Express in Kilmar-
nock for those wishing to volunteer or learn more about the 
Relay event and how to join the fight.  

“It only takes one or two hours per month to make a differ-
ence,” said Goodall. “We are seeking individuals that will bring 
fresh ideas and new energy to take the event to a new level in 
2014.”    

If you are unable to attend and would like to volunteer, or for 
more information, contact Goodall at 397-9922.

Relay for Life invites 
volunteers to open house

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

September is National Cholesterol Education Month. In an 
effort to support the cause, Rappahannock General Hospital 
(RGH) and the Northern Neck Family YMCA are providing free 
cholesterol screenings in addition to the monthly free blood pres-
sure screenings from 9 to 11 a.m. on Tuesday, September 3, at the 
YMCA in Kilmarnock. 

“RGH and the YMCA are proud to raise awareness and pro-
vide education for the community regarding the serious issue of 
heart disease,” said RGH staff development coordinator Cathy 
Myers, RN. “Blood pressure and cholesterol are two of the stron-
gest predictors of heart disease risk, making it important to stay 
on top of screenings and tests in these areas.”  

A registered nurse and lab staff from the hospital will perform 
the screenings. The screenings are open to the public.

Hospital to provide blood pressure 
and cholesterol screenings at YMCA

On Saturday, August 31, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., National Active 
and Retired Employees (NARFE) Northern Neck Chapter 1823 
members will distribute literature about Alzheimer’s disease, 
monitor collection receptacles outside the Food Lion in Heaths-
ville, and invite shoppers to contribute to Alzheimer’s Research. 
All the donations will go to research related to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.  

Since 1985, NARFE members have played a major role in 
seeking a cure for Alzheimer’s disease. Through its partnership 
with the Alzheimer’s Association, NARFE supports research 
into the cause, prevention, treatment and cure of Alzheimer’s 
disease. With community support and the cooperation of local 
grocery stores, the Northern Neck NARFE chapter has been a 
big contributor in this effort in past years, and it looks forward to 
continuing that tradition in 2013.

NARFE to collect funds 
for Alzheimer’s Research

The Agenda

Local Government News

L A N C A S T E R — Tw o 
public hearings are sched-
uled for the board of super-
visors’ meeting Thursday, 
August 29. The meeting 
begins at 7 p.m. in the board 
meeting room of the County 
Administration Building in 
Lancaster Courthouse.

Supervisors will consider 
an application for special 
exception from Marshall 
Alford Davis to place an 
individual manufactured 
home on a 0.75-acre parcel 
at 150 Greentown Road. The 
property is zoned residential 
(R-1).

A second application for 
special exception by Alpha 
Water Corporation (owner) 
and Northern Neck Wireless 
(agent) will be considered. 
The applicants want to place 
a wireless internet antenna 
of less than 100 feet on a 
0.782-acre parcel near the 
intersection of Cove Colony 
Road and Colony Lane. The 
property is zoned residential 
(R-1).

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet 
Tuesday, August 27, at com-
mission headquarters, 2600 
Washington Avenue, in New-
port News. 

Among the agenda items 
are cases involving failure to 
report commercial harvests; 
establishing the 2013-2014 
public areas oyster harvest 
seasons and modifying oyster 
culling procedures; recom-
mendations from the law 
enforcement subcommittee 
involving the schedule for 
revocation of licenses; pro-
posed recommendations for 
the 2013-2014 commercial 
blue crab fishery, to include 
a commission decision on a 
staff proposal to establish a 
limited winter crab dredge 
fishery season; and a pro-
posal to allow for the culture 
of black sea bass by permit-
ted aquaculture facilities.

Walk for Recovery slated September 14

New  Bride?
Recent Anniversary?

call 435-1701 or email editor@rrecord.com
deadline is Tuesday @ noon

those recovering from alcohol-
ism and addiction, and brings 
awareness to hope for a useful, 
joyful life in recovery.

The one-mile walk will start 
at 10 a.m. at Savannah Joe’s, 
wind through the  streets of 
Kilmarnock, and end back at 
Savannah Joe’s with fabulous 
barbecue  and an event T-shirt 
provided for those who regis-
ter; speakers, children’s activi-
ties, raffle prizes and a 50/50 

drawing. 
The event lasts until noon 

and this year the grand prize 
will be a 32-inch flat-screen 
television. 

As a result of this annual 
event over the past six years, 
75 residents of the Middle Pen-
insula and Northern Neck area 
received funding assistance 
for substance abuse treatment. 
Call 804-761-1585 or 804-
333-6938. 


