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Multi-cutting the ribbon
From left, Kilmarnock town manager Tom Saunders, Rep. Rob Wittman, Mayor Raymond Booth, and Kilmarnock 
Town Council members Shawn Donahue, Rebecca Nunn, Howard Straughan, William Smith and Mae Umphlett 
cut the ribbon on the new town office building. The brief ceremony Monday included remarks by Saunders, Booth 
and Wittman, as well as a performance by the Kilmarnock and District Pipe Band. Photo by Renss Greene

KILMARNOCK—Students at 
Lancaster Primary School (LPS) and 
Lancaster Middle School (LMS) will 
be wearing mandatory uniforms when 
they return to school September 3, 
under a new policy introduced by the 
school board.

Parents of primary school students 
received advance notice of the policy 
in May, prior to the end of the school 
year. However, parents of middle 
school students may be surprised to 
learn that in June the school board 
extended the policy to include grades 
4 through 8.

“Students and parents are expected 
to comply with the requirements,” 
said LMS principal Mike Daddario. 
“Questions about the policy should be 
directed to the schools. Compliance is 
everyone’s responsibility.”

School officials say clothing that 
meets the policy may be purchased 
from stores such as Peebles, Sports 
Center, Walmart, Family Dollar, 
Dollar General, J.C. Penney, Sears,  
Kohls and Target. They cautioned 
that clothing must fit the child but can 
be one size larger to accommodate 
growth. 

The uniforms, as outlined below, 
will be required during the school 
day, during after-school activities and 
on field trips. 

Tops: 
Polo-style shirts (long or short 

sleeve), tucked in at the waist, in solid 
colors of red, heather gray, white, 
navy or light blue. No visible logos 
are permitted. Turtlenecks or long 

Lancaster Middle School students show off a variety of clothes that meet 
the new uniform policy. From left are Javian Robinson, Camryn Pittman, 
Patrick Jackson and Skyler Henderson. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Mandatory uniform policy 
takes effect at LPS and LMS

August at the Rivah 
This month’s edition of The Rivah 
Visitor’s Guide hits newsstands today 
and tomorrow. Look for the usual 
visitor information and features on 
menhaden fishing and golfing.

by Audrey Thomasson sleeve T-shirts may be worn under the 
collared shirt; however, no patterns or 
prints should be visible. 

Solid colored crew neck cardigan, 
v-neck sweater or fleece pullover in 
the same colors may be worn over the 
collared shirt.

Hooded apparel, sleeveless shirts, 
T-shirts or tank tops are not permit-
ted.

Bottoms: 
Pants, capris, walking shorts, jump-

ers, skirts/skorts or shorts are permit-

UNIFORMS, continued on page A2

Carnival fun continues
President of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s Festival 
John Smith takes a swing and rings in the 78th annual carnival last  Thursday 
on Waverly Avenue. Fairgoers from all over flocked to the carnival grounds 
this week to play games, take rides, win prizes, eat and socialize. The event 
ends Saturday night with the drawing for a new Ford Escape. 

KILMARNOCK—Kilmarnock 
Mayor Raymond Booth issued a 
statement this week regarding revi-
sions to the Kilmarnock town char-
ter approved this year by the Virginia 
General Assembly.

Booth said the charter changes 
were “misrepresented to citizens” and 
“were more an effort to ‘shanghai’ our 
town government. Still, the changes 
were portrayed to the press and our 
citizens by the new majority on coun-
cil and town staff as merely a needed 

Mayor says Kilmarnock’s new charter 
removes needed checks and balances

by Renss Greene updating...”
“We are removing an important set 

of checks and balances by an execu-
tive mayor over the legislative body, 
the council,” stated Booth. “When 
disproportionate authority rests with 
one group in our government, such as 
with the council, staff, or council/staff 
combined, we are more likely to have 
abuses and excesses in government 
structure.” 

Of particular concern, according 
to the statement, is the mayor’s abil-
ity to appoint committee members. 
“Traditionally, under the provisions 

of the town municipal code, which 
overrode the charter which was vague 
on the subject, mayors have made all 
appointments and this has provided 
a necessary check-and-balance over 
council in this area.”

Town code Section 2-62 states: 
“The mayor shall nominate the mem-
bers of all council committees and 
his nomination shall be conclusive 
unless objection is made by a coun-
cil member present, in which case the 
council, if it so determines by vote, 
shall make such appointment.”

The previous version of the charter, 
dating to 1952, says in section 5 “the 
council may appoint such committees 
of the council ... as it may see fit.” The 
updated charter replaces the word 
“may” with “shall,” and adds “and 
such subcommittees shall appoint 
their own chairperson.” 

Under Virginia state law, the town’s 
charter is the definitive statement of 
its powers, meaning that in the case of 
a clear conflict of language between 
the charter and code, the charter takes 
precedence.

“Every municipality in the state of 
Virginia has council-manager govern-
ment, except Richmond,” said council 
member Rebecca Nunn, who is men-
tioned by name several times in the 
mayor’s statement and admits there is 
“bad blood” between herself and the 
mayor. “I don’t see any issue there.”

“A bigger issue here is voter nul-
lification,” Booth said. “Three years 
ago our citizens here in Kilmarnock 
elected me mayor of this town sup-
porting my policies ... The council 
more or less has nullified the votes of 
the vast majority of our citizens.”

“I don’t think he’s representing the 
people,” retorts Nunn. “I don’t think 
he’s ever represented the people.”

Much of the authority given to 
both the mayor and town manager 
in the previous charter is now unam-
biguously given to the town manager, 
currently Tom Saunders. Booth said, 
“The town manager is, of course, the 
head of a town staff who has more 
aggressively sought to increase its 
profile in local government during 
recent years.” 

Saunders had no comment regard-
ing that suggestion.

The 1952 charter vested oversight 
of town employees in both the town 
manager and mayor; a 1993 resolution 
by the town council sought to clear 
that confusion by explicitly stating: 
“The Town Manager has sole super-
visory authority over Kilmarnock’s 
Employees.” The charter, however, 
was not updated until this year. 

MAYOR, continued on page A2
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Show off your Toes!

Fungus nail sufferers can now get relief.

Introducing the Cutera Genesis Plus®

laser that clears fungus nails without

surgery, drugs or downtime.

For an appointment call

Dr. Ronald M. Landess, Podiatrist

804-443-6400

ted in khaki or navy blue with 
a 4-inch minimum inseam of 
respectable and modest length.

The clothing must be worn at 
the natural waistline and with 
a belt; no sagging pants are 
allowed.

Lounge wear, sweatpants, 
cargo style pants/shorts or 
pajama pants are not permit-
ted.

Shoes: 
Shoes must be worn at all 

times and be appropriate for 
the activity, such as tennis 
shoes for physical education 
or shoes safe for running and 
climbing on the playground. 
Footwear must enclose the toes 
and heels.

Slippers, flip flops and heels 
are not permitted.

Accessories: 
Not permitted, except for 

religious or medical reasons, 
are hats, head coverings, visors 
or sunglasses. Documentation 
for exceptions must be pro-
vided by parents. During the 
school day, these items may be 
stored in school lockers.

Not permitted will be visible 
logos, signs or words on cloth-
ing.

Modest jewelry and hair 
accessories will be permitted, 
unless they pose a potential 
safety hazard to the student or 
others.

Not permitted will be chains, 
medallions, spikes or jewelry 
with inappropriate wording.

After school activities:
Uniforms are required for 

participation in after-school 
activities, except sports that 
require special clothing.

Evening activities require 
wearing the school uniform or 
clothing that meets the dress 
code outlined in the Student 
Handbook, except as required 
by special performances.

Physical Education class:
Appropriate footwear is 

required. Skirts or jumpers 
should not be worn without 
shorts.

Tax holiday is 
a good time to shop

Virginia’s annual sales tax hol-
iday for school clothes and sup-
plies begins tomorrow, August 
2, and runs through Sunday, 
August 4.

During the three-day event, 
most articles of clothing and 
footwear priced at $100 or less 
each, and school or office sup-
plies that cost $20 or less per 
item, will be exempt from sales 
tax. There is no limit to the 
number of tax-free items that can 
be purchased provided the items 
meet the tax-holiday qualifica-
tions. Some retailers may also 
choose to absorb the tax on other 
items during the holiday period, 
so check with the stores. 

A listing of qualifying items, 
additional information on guide-
lines and answers to frequently 
asked questions are available 
online at www.tax.virginia.gov.

“I hope Virginians will go out 
and take advantage of this holi-
day by spending their back-to-
school dollars at Virginia retail-
ers,” said Gov. Bob McDonnell. 
“Not only will this continue to 
benefit our state’s economy and 
employers, it will save Virginians 
some money at the same time.” 

The revised charter removes 
all of the mayor’s authorities 
except that of presiding over 
town council meetings and the 
ability to cast a tie-breaking 
vote.

“My point is, the charter is 
law,” Nunn says. “It was passed 
unanimously by the legislature, 
it’s been signed by the gover-
nor, as of the first of July it was 
law, so this is all B.S. [sic].”

In his statement, Booth also 
calls into question whether he 
will run for mayor again. “At 
this time I am leaning to run-
ning for a council seat where 
I can still be effective in pro-
tecting our citizens from tax 
increases and reckless spend-
ing,” he said.

“I still believe that that over-
sight is inherent in my office,” 
Booth said in an interview.

Crab feasting in Irvington
Walker Bogert (left) was one of the 750 people who attended Saturday’s sold-out Steamboat 
Era Museum Crab Festival on the commons in Irvington. Jim Spring (right) of Jim Dan Dee 
Seafood/Crab King in Kilmarnock displays one of the 67 bushels of crabs they provided to feed 
the hungry crowd. Below, Irvington Mayor Ralph Ransone (right) was joined by friends and 
family under the large tent. Photos by Audrey Thomasson

Traffic will be reduced to 
a single lane on the Robert 
O. Norris Bridge on Tuesday, 
August 6, and Wednesday, 
August 7, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) 
announced on Tuesday.

The Norris Bridge is on 
Route 3 between Lancaster 
and Middlesex counties, and 
crosses the Rappahannock 
River at White Stone and Top-
ping.

Northbound and southbound 
traffic will be directed by flag-
gers, and will alternate passing 

Delays expected next 
week on Norris Bridge

through the work zone between 
9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

The work is part of a bridge 
maintenance project that will 
be under way through Septem-
ber. VDOT is cleaning, reha-
bilitating, and replacing 34 
bridge pins at six locations this 
summer to remove rust that 
has developed due to environ-
mental exposure. The pins and 
the attached hangers help the 
bridge beams absorb the stress 
of vehicle traffic.

Most of the maintenance 
work can be accomplished 

underneath the bridge and out-
side of travel lanes, but peri-
odic lane closures are needed 
for the contractor to set up and 
move a work platform along 
the bridge, and position its 
equipment.

The project will have no 
impact to maritime traffic 
underneath the bridge.

Mayor
continued from page A1

Uniforms
continued from page A1

According to Daddario, the 
schools are accepting donations 
of money or uniform tops, bot-
toms and belts for emergency 
purposes.

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RRecord.com

Tuesdays  a t  noon
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Also home to

a sinful martini bar and restaurant
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LEARN TO SAIL

 Monday  . . . . . . . . Ham Steak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.95

 Tuesday  . . . . . . . . Steamed Shrimp . . . . . . . . . . $14.95

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All-you-can-eat

 Wednesday  . . . . . Spaghetti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.95

 Thursday  . . . . . . . Fried Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.95

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All-you-can-eat

 Friday  . . . . . . . . . . Prime Rib . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.95

 Saturday . . . . . . . . Seafood Buffet . . . . . . . . . . . $25.95

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . With Crab Legs

 Sunday . . . . . . . . . Family Style Buffet. . . . . . . . $11.95

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Always with Oysters & Fried Chicken

 Sat. & Sun. . . . . . . Breakfast Bar

at  
 

Southland Band
Saturday, August 3, 8–11:30 p.m.

Hors d’oeuvres $10/person

2737 Greys Point Road  State Rt. 3  Topping
(804) 758-2262

Pilot House

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office holds warrants for the 
following  suspects:

 Michael Tyrell Smith is wanted for violation of a court order 
to report to jail.

He is described as a black male, age 29, black hair, brown 
eyes, 6 feet tall, 250 pounds, and has a tattoo on his left hand,

His last known address was 89 School Street, Apt. 25, Kil-
marnock.

 Cintez Carneal Gibson is wanted for assault and battery 
in Lancaster County and a traffic offense in Northumberland 
County.

He is described as a black male, age 27, black hair, brown 
eyes, 5 feet,10 inches tall, 155 pounds, black hair, brown eyes. 
His last known address was 3303 Merry Point Rd., Lancaster.

You are asked to call Lancaster County Crime Solvers if you 
have information on the location of these suspects.

You will not have to give your name or appear in court. You 
will receive a reward if your information leads to an arrest of 
these suspects.

Do not try to apprehend, but call Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463.

Cintez Carneal GibsonMichael Tyrell Smith

CRIME SOLVERS

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sher-

iff Ronnie Crockett reported 
the arrest this week of 13 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Brandon A. Keown, 19, of 
Bruce Avenue was charged 
July 24 on a Middlesex warrant 
with felony embezzlement. 

Shakeen D. Walker, 18, of 
Gaskins Road was charged 
July 25 with possession of bur-
glary tools (felony) and enter-
ing a property with the intent 
to damage.

Gary D. Brooks, 58, of 
Heathsville was charged July 
25 on Northumberland war-
rants with two counts of 
larceny–third or subsequent 
offense, and two counts of 
forgery/uttering.

Jerrick D. Saunders, 20, of 
Gaskins Road was charged 
July 26 with possession of bur-
glary tools (felony) and enter-
ing a property with the intent 
to damage.
Misdemeanors

A Dunaway Drive man, 
21, was charged July 23 with 
public drunkenness.

A Morattico Road man, 48, 
was charged July 23 with con-
tempt of a Northumberland 
court order.

A Merry Point Road man, 
49, was charged July 25 with 
assault and battery.

A Greentree Drive man was 
charged July 25 with contempt 
of court. 

A Heathsville area man, 27, 
was charged July 26 with vio-
lation of a support order. 

A Kilmarnock area woman, 
56, was charged July 27 with 
contempt of court.

A Kilmarnock area man was 
charged July 27 with contempt 
of court.

A Kilmarnock area woman, 
28, was charged July 28 on a 
Northumberland charge with 
failure to appear in court. 

A Lancaster area man, 52, 
was charged July 29 with driv-
ing suspended and driving 
without an ignition interlock 
device.

July 23: Staff notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a large 
animal carcass interfering 
with traffic on Windmill Point 
Road, responded to an E911 
disconnect call in the vicinity 
of Merry Point and Hoecake 
roads (no emergency services 
needed), received a vandal-
ism report from the 3500 
block of Weems Road (tire 
pressure sensor valves; $100 
loss); responded with the Kil-

marnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a runaway juvenile 
complaint on Waverly Avenue 
(juvenile located as safe within 
15 minutes of report), received 
a motorist’s complaint of shots 
fired in the area of Mary Ball 
and Harris roads, responded 
with KPD to a shots fired call in 
the area of N. Main and School 
streets (officers checked area 
of Christopher Drive behind 
Chesapeake Commons and 
located fresh indeterminate 
vehicle tracks on the area of 
Yorkshire Street), responded to 
a domestic assault call on Dun-
away Drive, checked on the 
well-being of a White Stone 
area resident at the request of 
a concerned citizen (no emer-
gency services needed), and 
responded to a suspicious vehi-
cle complaint in the Lumber-
lost area. 

July 24: Staff responded to 
an assault call on Harris Road 
(intoxicated subject; no crimi-
nal incident), responded to a 
destruction of property com-
plaint on Windmill Point Road, 
responded to N. Main Street 

on a hit-and-run complaint, 
received a report of a water-
spout between Mosquito Point 
Road and Stingray Point (ES1 
advised and notified National 
Weather Service), responded 
to an E911 disconnect call on 
Washington Street (domestic 
argument involved; no crimi-
nal incident), responded to an 
assault call on Gaskins Road, 
responded with KPD and 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Byway Drive, and 
responded to a trespass com-
plaint on Gaskins Road. 

Citizens are cautioned about 
another style of telephone 
fraud purported to be involv-
ing “Medicare for women.”  
According to the reporting 
citizen, the caller claimed 
there was a special Medicare 
program just for women, and 
in order to get the new Medi-
care card the citizen needed 
to provide her bank account 
and other personal identifying 
information.  The Social Secu-
rity Administration does not 
request such information by 
telephone call and there is no 
special Medicare program just 
for women. 

July 25: Staff received a 
walk-in report of an assault 
(arrest reported above), 
responded to a suspicious vehi-
cle complaint in the 8300 block 
of Mary Ball Road, received 
notice from an Irvington resi-
dent that his kayak had drifted 
loose and asked that anyone 
finding a kayak notify the 
sheriff ’s office, received a resi-
dential burglary report from a 
Kathy Drive property owner 
(door and frame; $250 loss), 
and notified VDOT of a traffic 
control repair need at Waverly 
Avenue and Bellevue Road. 

July 26: Staff received a 
complaint of possible credit 
card fraud in the White Stone 
area (no criminal incident), 
received a larceny complaint 
from a citizen who was in the 
Kilmarnock area, received an 
annoying/harassing text mes-
saging complaint, responded 
to a trespass complaint on 
Windmill Point Road, received 
a vandalism report from the 
8800 block of River Road (door 
glass), attempted to intercept a 
reported reckless driver travel-
ing westbound from Lancaster, 
received an attempted burglary 
report from a West Point Road 
resident (no loss reported), and 
responded with KPD to a tres-
pass complaint involving sev-
eral juveniles at an unoccupied 
residence on Waverly Avenue. 

July 27: Staff responded with 
KPD to a domestic disturbance 
on Southport Lane, responded 
to an assault by texting threat 
complaint on Edgewood Lane, 
responded with KPD and EMS 
to a medical emergency on Fox 
Hill Drive, responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash 
near Irvington Road and S. 
Main Street, responded to a 
larceny call on Gunther Lane, 

and received a domestic distur-
bance complaint from a Reyn-
olds Farm Road resident. 

July 28: Staff responded to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash on 
Poplar Neck Road, responded 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
in the 1600 block of Windmill 
Point Road, received a report 
of the theft of a motor vehicle 
from the 4200 block of Morat-
tico Road (1998 Nissan Sentra, 
silver in color; $500 loss), 
received a residential bur-
glary report from Brook Lane 
(white gold Shriner’s ring; 
gold Masonic ring; birth cer-
tificate, property deed; credit 
card; Social Security card; 2 
security boxes; $2,230 loss), 
and responded to a domestic 
assault on Dandelion Drive. 

July 29: Staff responded 
to a possible burglary in the 
5100 block of Irvington Road, 
received a larceny report from 
the 1800 block of Windmill 
Point Road ($250 cash loss), 
responded to a trespass com-
plaint on Sandpiper Lane, and 
responded to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on West Point 
Road.

The staff also conducted 
seven traffic stops during the 
week, issued three summonses, 
provided assistance to two 
motorists, received one deer 
strike report, provided traffic 
control twice, responded to two 
building alarms, conducted one 
prisoner transport and referred 
seven calls for animal control 
services.
Fire calls:

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash at Chesapeake 
Drive and Beach Road and 
a fire alarm on Holly Cove 
Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a gas alarm on 
Eagles Trace.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to a traffic crash 
in the 9200 block of Jessie 
DuPont Memorial Highway.

A Kilmarnock man was flown 
by Med-Flight helicopter to 
VCU Medical Center in Rich-
mond following a three-vehicle 
crash that occurred on Monday, 
July 29, about 9:30 p.m. in front 
of the 7-Eleven in Locust Hill, 
reported Virginia State Trooper 
Master Sergeant T. E. Hudson.

According to Hudson’s inves-
tigation, Donald Conn, 81, of 
Kilmarnock was traveling east 
on Route 33 when a 17-year-old 
Hartfield female traveling west 
in a Chevrolet Cobalt turned 
left in front of him. She was 
attempting to turn onto Route 
619.  

The impact caused Conn’s 
Pontiac Bonneville to spin 
around, and it came to rest dis-
abled in the eastbound lane, but 
was facing west, the opposite 
direction of travel.

A Chrysler Sebring driven by 
Julia Bray of Topping was trav-
eling east on Route 33 and col-
lided with Conn’s car head-on. 
Hudson said Bray possibly did 
not see Conn’s car because its 
head lights had been knocked 
out due to the first collision and 
the car was dark green. There 
were no skid marks, and she 
apparently hit Conn’s car at 
about 55 miles per hour, said 
Hudson. “It was a good thing he 
was in a big car.”

Bray was transported to Riv-
erside Walter Reed Hospital in 
Gloucester, as were the 17-year-
old female driver and the male 
passenger in her car. Their con-
dition was unknown as of Tues-
day morning, said Hudson.

Conn was conscious at the 
scene, said Hudson.

The 17-year-old female was 
charged with failure to yield the 
right-of-way.

Kilmarnock man injured 
in 3-car Middlesex crash

by Tom Chillemi

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office is pursuing leads in an 
attack that left a man hospital-
ized and in need of reconstruc-
tive surgery.

Ray Cameron Myers, owner 
of Ray’s Barber Shop in Heaths-
ville, was attacked in his home in 
the early hours of Sunday, July 
21. The attack was first reported 
at 1:53 a.m. and Myers was 
taken to MCV hospital, where 
he underwent facial reconstruc-
tion surgery Wednesday, July 24, 
according to a friend who visited 
him in the hospital.

The 911 call was placed by 

an older woman who lived with 
Myers and who was closed into 
another room of the house and 
warned not to come out, accord-
ing to a friend of Myers.

“It’s a solvable case,” said 
Northumberland County Sheriff 
“Chuck” Wilkins. “This crime 
upset a lot of people, and right-
fully so. He’s well thought of in 
the community.”

“There’s several of us trying to 
come up with some money for a 
reward,” said Steve Low, a con-
cerned customer of Ray’s Barber 
Shop.

Anyone with information 
about the attack should contact 
the Northumerland County Sher-
iff’s Office at 804-580-5221.

Heathsville barber attacked
by Renss Greene

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com
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FYI
River Market
White Pizza

White Stone 
435-1725

CRACKED
FOUNDATION?

888-698-2158

$500 Off!*

78th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 25th - AUGUST 3th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

78th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2013 FORD ESCAPE

Provided by Bill Talley Ford & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

Over the past two years, 
the Lancaster County 

Sheriff ’s Office canine pro-
gram has grown –literally – to 
include three working dogs, 
several “jail house cats” and 
another mascot dog.

Bruno, a 5-year-old Bel-
gian Malinois, is trained for 
narcotics detection (Ecstasy, 
methamphetamines, heroin, 
cocaine and marijuana), gen-
eral patrol work and track-
ing.  MDep. D. Shawn Hogge 
began Bruno’s training when 
the dog was 6 months old. 
With Bruno’s very strong 
prey and protection drive, 
Hogge had to focus on the 
dog’s social skills without 
breaking his spirit.

Lakota, a 2-year-old Bel-
gian Malinois, is handled by 
Dep. T. Kevin Dawson Sr. 
Not yet certif ied, Lakota is 
being trained solely to detect 
explosives.  

Dep. T.G. “Tommy” Evans 
Jr., is the handler for Sadie, 
a loveable 4-year-old blood-
hound—and strong as they 
come. Somewhat of a magi-
cian, she managed to nose 
up her kennel door over the 
hinge pins and go for a “walk-
about” early one morning—
wrangle out of a five-point 
harness another time—and 
located a litter of abandoned 
kittens under a seized vehicle 
in the sheriff ’s impound lot. 
Sadie’s sole desire is to run 
a track – anytime, anywhere, 
any weather. 

So why does the office need 
this pack of dogs? “It comes 
down to response times” said 

From left are canine Lakota and handler Dep. T.K. Dawson Sr., MDep. D.S. Hogge and canine 
Bruo, and Dep. T.G. Evans Jr. and canine Sadie at the gate to the Molly Field training arena. 
Photo by Comm. Supervisor Ashley C. O’Bier, Lancaster Sheriff ’s Office

Community supports sheriff ’s canine program
by Capt. Martin R. Shirilla

MDep. Hogge.  “We can have 
either dog en route within 30 
minutes maximum. To get 
a state police canine team 
here can take four hours, or 
more.” 

Following a recent bomb 
threat at one of the county 
schools, parents began arriv-
ing, out of legitimate con-
cerns for their children, he 
said. Even with the building 
evacuated, imagine having 
700 students, plus parents 
and onlookers, waiting four 
hours just for the canine team 
to arrive when the informa-
tion is, “The bomb will go 
off in an hour.”

Why the bloodhound? “We 
have a growing number of 

elderly citizens who aren’t 
enrolled in Project LifeSaver 
who wander away at times 
out of confusion,” said  Dep. 
Evans. “Sadie and I can be 
there within 20 to 30 min-
utes. For an elderly person, 
or a small child, one hour in 
the summer heat versus four 
to five is a huge difference. 
In the past we’ve had small 
children and elderly citizens 
out in extremely cold weather 
wearing night clothes and 
maybe a sweater. Reducing 
their exposure times is criti-
cal.” 

What are the related costs 
for the canine program? Each 
dog needs its own kennel, 
car cage, heat alarms in the 

car—a dog can die from heat 
exposure, too—harness and 
tack, training aids, bite suits 
and equipment.  

A “green” dog costs about 
$3,000—add another $7,500 
for everything else— each—
for Bruno and Lakota. Sadie’s 
start-up costs were about half 
that.  Then add food and vet 
bills for each 

“Each handler works at 
least 30 minutes each day 
in caring for his dog.  Each 
team must train for a mini-
mum of 16 hours each month 
in each discipline. For a dog 
with three disciplines, that’s 
not less than 48 hours per 
month just in training,” said 
Sheriff Ronald D. Crockett.

“We’ve had a tremendous 
amount of financial sup-
port from the businesses 
and individual citizens in 
our community to fund the 
canine program. We have a 
115-by-65-foot fenced train-
ing area complete with hide 
boxes and a behavioral shap-
ing device—the handler can 
cause remotely a reward to 

pop out of the plywood wall 
at several different loca-
tions—adjacent to the office 
and kennels. That f ield is 
named after our former 
office mascot, Molly, a black 
lab that was the pet of our 
retired secretary Mrs. Shari 
Brown,” he said.

The community support 
for this program has been 
huge, he said.

“Donations were received 
from The Animal Wel-
fare League Inc., Watson 
Investments, Down N Dirty 
Motorcycle Club, Foxy, Inc., 
Walmart, the White Stone 
Women’s Club, Irvington 
United Methodist Church, 
Cross Roads Pet Clinic, Kil-
marnock Lettering Company, 
Northern Neck FOP and Cre-
ative Designs,” said Sheriff 

Crockett. “The training com-
pound was funded by The 
Earth Store, Potomac Supply 
and Northern Neck Fence 
Company, combined with 
contributions from individu-
als too numerous to list.”

And the kittens that Sadie 
found?  “Two were adopted 
early on, and several women 
from the Commissioner of 
the Revenue’s Office helped 
pay to have the remaining 
three ‘jail house cats’ f ixed, 
provide food and visit them 
several times a week,” said 
Ally Ward, the sheriff ’s sec-
retary, who often brings 
her own Lab mix, Stella, to 
work.

Capt. Martin R. Shirilla 
is the chief deputy in the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The Lancaster County 
NAACP branch met July 23 at 
the Bank of Lancaster in Kil-
marnock.

Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
deputy Irving Brittingham pre-
sented a very informative public 
forum on new traffic laws that 
were effective July 1, reported 
president Lloyd N. Hill. Deputy 
Brittingham emphasized that 
these laws were placed in effect 
to improve public safety on 
Virginia roads.

He discussed texting while 
driving, provisional licensing 
and the use of mopeds.

The law that engendered the 
most discussion was the new 
texting while driving law. Vir-
ginia has joined 37 other states 
in making texting while driving 
a primary enforcement offense, 
which means that an officer 
does not need another reason 
to stop you before enforcing 
the law. Fines start at $125 for 
this violation.

Hill presented a written 
report on the NAACP National 
Convention held in Orlando, 

Deputy Brittingham discusses 
new traffic laws with NAACP

Deputy Irving Brittingham

Fla., July 12-18. The NAACP 
passed a resolution urging 
Congress to reinstate section 
four of the voting rights act and 
also urges members to let their 
representatives know how they 
feel about it.

The branch will sponsor a 
bus trip to Washington, D.C., 
August 24 to commemorate 
the 50-year march for justice 
and jobs. The fee is $25. Con-
tact Hill at 804-577-3356 for 
more details.

LANCASTER—Two area 
creeks were recently con-
demned by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health for removal of 
shellfish. The condemned areas 
include parts of Mulberry and 
Deep creeks and their tributar-
ies. Both creeks are in upper 
Lancaster off the Rappahan-
nock River.

According to the health 
department notice delivered to 
the board of supervisors last 
week, the order is an extension 
of a 2012 order that expired on 
August 1. The condemnation 
makes it unlawful for any person 
or company to take shellfish 
from the designated areas for 
any purpose except by permit 
granted by the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission. 

Dave Geeson of the shellfish 
division of the health depart-
ment in White Stone said por-
tions of the creeks were con-
demned due to high levels of 
fecal chloroform bacteria.

Condemnation
of shellfish
areas extended

by Audrey Thomasson

Rappahannock General Hos-
pital and the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA are providing 
free blood pressure screenings 
on Monday, August 5, from 9 
to 11 a.m. at the YMCA. 

“RGH and the YMCA strive 
to promote a heart-healthy 
lifestyle which includes know-
ing your numbers,” said RGH 
staff development coordina-
tor Cathy Myers, RN. “Being 
aware of your health risks and 
conditions can motivate you to 
make the necessary changes to 
work toward a healthier heart.” 

The screenings are free and 
open to the public.

Hospital to provide 

free blood pressure 

screenings at YMCA

The Stepping Stones will 
host a DJ Night Dance from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. this Friday, 
August 2, at Freeshade Com-
munity Center in Syringa. 

There will be line dancing, 
and light refreshments will be 
served. 

Admission is $5 per person 
and proceeds benefit the Step-
ping Stones Square Dance 
Club.

Dance is Friday 
at Freeshade
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Every Wednesday between 11:30AM and 
1:00PM

from July 24th through August 28th

St Andrews Community Youth Lunches are open 
to any youth 17 and under who would like to have 
fun and lunch in a Christian atmosphere. Activities 
such as basketball, hula hoops, coloring, media, 

and games will be provided before and after lunch.

Come join us at St Andrews this 
Wednesday at 11:30AM!

435 East Church Street, Kilmarnock

Please call the church at 435-3948 if you need transportation.

Fun, Food & Fellowship!
Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church

invites area young people to our 
Community Youth Lunches

Spaghetti Supper 

All You Can Eat $10.00
AT ALLEY CAFE SPORTS BAR

IN MEMORY OF MARIE HAYDEN

Fundraiser For Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society!

Light The Night Organization!

Come let us take over dinner for the night! 
Have a great meal and donate to a great cause!

Dobe Run
Canine Boarding & Daycare

where the stay is great, because we don’t crate!

758-4360 office
Hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 7 days a week

Grooming 3 Days a Week
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

By Appointment Only

CRAB
    FEAST
Saturday, August 3rd, 2013
Deltaville Firehouse

ALL YOU CAN EAT
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC
“ROUND MIDNIGHT"

FREE

Lots of Food, Fun, Music,
and Dancing!

Tickets may be purchased at:

Ad Sponsored by Delta Boat Survey & Appraisal

Lower Middlesex Volunteer Fire De part ment

The Kiwanis Club of the Northern 
Neck held its annual Community Service 
Breakfast July 24. Rappahannock Com-
munity College President Dr. Elizabeth 
Crowther was the principal speaker.

She brought a message recommend-
ing greater cooperation and coordination 
among service organizations to counter-
act growing donor fatigue and competing 
community needs, reported Willis Burton. 
She ended her talk with an encouraging 
Winston Churchill quote, “I am what I am 
because you are what you are.”

Thirteen service organizations received 

more than $13,000 raised by Kiwanis 
through their annual boat auction at 
Yankee Point Sailboat Marina, said 
Burton. For the full year, Kiwanis now 
has contributed over $43,000 to the needs 
of the community using funds raised at 
the Urbanna Oyster Festival, the boat auc-
tion, Shamrock Bowling tournament and 
Christmas project solicitations.

Organizations receiving funds included 
Northern Neck Family YMCA, Boys and 
Girls Clubs of the Northern Neck, Hospice 
of the Northern Neck, Interfaith Service 
Council, Northern Neck CASA, Northern 

Neck Free Health Clinic, Northumberland 
Public Library, Lancaster Community 
Library, Northumberland Family YMCA, 
The Haven, Northern Neck Food Bank, 
LINK, Women’s Missionary Union Extra 
Helping Hands, Troopers on Patrol and 
Lancaster High School Rise Program.

“We are always looking for commu-
nity spirited members to participate in 
our fundraising projects and  good time 
breakfasts held every Wednewday morn-
ing at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews Presby-
terian Church,” said Burton. “Come join 
us.”

Kiwanis Club recognizes community groups

From left are Kiwanis president Charles Wiggs, Dr. Elizabeth Crowther, Nancy Garvey, Alice Cooper, Betty Wirth, Ann Cook, Jan 
Gates, Lindsy Gardner, Jena Martin, Tom Coye, Mark Favazza, Ellen Yackel, Maida Dameron, Ed Fuehrer and Welby Saunders.

Sometimes volunteering to 
make lunch can lead you to 
places you’ve never thought 
of going. That’s what Deloris 
Norris of Wicomico Church 
learned in 2009 when she said 
“yes” to a request to prepare a 
midday meal for some volun-
teers who were working on a 
community service project in 
the area.

Norris, who was raised 
in Wicomico Church, spent 
40 years working at the U.S. 
Department of Labor in Wash-
ington, D.C. Shortly after the 
retired program analyst moved 
back to the Northern Neck, 
she was asked by Vashti Jones, 
fellow congregant at Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, to make 
lunches for volunteers from 
Canada who were coming 
down to work on a home being 
constructed by the Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for 
Humanity (LNHFH).

“I had contributed to Habi-
tat for Humanity through the 
Combined Federal Campaign, 
but I had never been to a Habi-
tat site,” said Norris. When 
she took the lunches she had 
made to the worksite, Norris 
became intrigued by what was 
going on. Shortly thereafter, 
she learned that LNHFH was 
sponsoring a “Women Build” 
on Mother’s Day weekend in 
2009.

Chandra Bolling, Deloris Norris and Shantay Logan on the job 
at a Habitat for Humanity home.

Deloris Norris makes Habitat volunteer work a family affair

Norris found the idea of 
working beside other women 
to build a home for a deserv-
ing family quite appealing. 
She was so enthusiastic about 
the Women Build that she 
recruited two more volunteers: 
daughters Chandra Bolling 
and Shantay Logan, who both 
live in Maryland. 

Both daughters, who fol-
lowed their mother profession-
ally in working at the Depart-
ment of Labor, remember that 
initial weekend quite well. 
Bolling had heard of Habitat 
before her mother called about 
coming to work on the North-
ern Neck home. 

“Growing up we were always 
together. I love to work with my 

hands, so it wasn’t hard to say 
yes when my mother invited us 
to participate.” 

Logan, however, says she 
did not exactly volunteer. 
“Although she may not remem-
ber, my mother volunteered 
me and told me she thought 
it would be fun. It turns out, 
though, that she was right.” 

The trio has had so much fun, 
in fact, that they have come to 
LNHFH’s Women Build five 
years in a row.

Norris and her daughters 
have adopted roles that suit 
them well. Norris describes 
herself as “a go-fer. I help 
haul materials and help others 
get what they need to do their 
jobs. I actually like this kind 

of work, because it keeps me 
moving all the time.” 

Bolling says the opportu-
nity to use a nail gun and other 
power equipment has made 
these Women Builds quite 
enjoyable. “It’s the only time I 
get to use power tools. At home 
my husband barely lets me use 
a paint brush,” added Logan.

Both sisters have found that 
volunteering with LNHFH has 
been more than fun. Logan 
says, “We go out as a team 
to help someone else. Work-
ing on Habitat projects is a 
great mother-daughter bond-
ing experience,” said Logan. 
“Every year on Mother’s Day 
weekend, we help build a 
house, then take our mother 
out to dinner.”

Norris also has encouraged 
others in the family to partici-
pate. A cousin, Carolyn Taylor, 
joined Norris and her daugh-
ters on the 2013 Women Build. 
Norris’s oldest grandchild, 
Kimeeko Logan, participated 
in 2012, but schedule conflicts 
with her graduate program at 
Towson State kept her from 
joining the 2013 Women Build. 
“We’re working on the next 
granddaughter; we want her to 
come next year,” said Norris.

“We are thrilled to have 
Deloris and her family volun-
teering with us. In the future 
we’d like to make it a bit easier 
for them by building one of 
our next homes in Northum-
berland County,” said LNHFH 
president Nan Flynn.

LNHFH is searching for 
property in Northumberland. 
Those with information about 
a suitable site should call the 
Habitat office at 435-3461, or 
email site committee chairman 
Charles Lee at LeeMgtCo@
gmail.com.

Meanwhile, Deloris Norris 
plans to continue volunteer-
ing for Habitat as long as she 
can.  “I love it. I just wish more 
people would volunteer,” she 
said.

Becoming a Habitat vol-
unteer is easy and requires 
no experience, said volunteer 
coordinator Lauren Henry. 
Experienced mentors provide 
instruction and supervision 
to volunteers on the job site. 
To volunteer, call the Habitat 
office or email  lauren@lnhab-
itat.org.

Lions Club honors Kidwell 
At a recent meeting of the Lancaster County Lions Club, 
president Lion Dixon Foster presented Lion Pam Kidwell, first 
Vice District Governor of Lions District 24-D and a member 
of the Lancaster Club, with a Melvin Jones Award, the highest 
honor one can receive from Lions Clubs International. Lion 
Kidwell received the award for her dedication to Lions and her 
many contributions to the club. The award is named in honor 
of Melvin Jones who founded Lions Clubs in Chicago in 1917.

WILLIAMSBURG—Visi-
tors and residents of the Tide-
water region of Virginia will 
soon have a roadmap to lead 
them from Colonial Williams-
burg and along a rural path that 
showcases nearly 40 small his-
toric sites and museums.

New History Museum Trail will link many area sites
The Tidewater Virginia His-

torical Society is building a His-
tory Museum Trail that starts 
in Williamsburg and stretches 
throughout the Middle Penin-
sula, into the Northern Neck. It 
links many of the museums and 
historic sites along Virginia’s 

byways, encouraging visitors 
and residents to experience more 
of the region’s rich history.

For the traveler, the trail starts 
in front of a computer or on a 
smart phone at www.tv-hs.org.

The History Museum Trail 
will feature an interactive 
web-based map (with mobile 
applications) with information 
about each museum and his-
toric site within a short drive 
of Williamsburg. This trail will 
include travel directions to get 
seamlessly from one site to 
another, and places to lodge and 
eat along the way.

The first version of the trail’s 
web map is expected to be avail-
able this summer.

Each museum features col-
lections with a local slant on 
their area’s traditional culture 
and heritage, as well as how it 
played into the overall growth of 
the state and country. Trail visi-
tors also will  be able to search 
and choose to visit museums 
that feature specific histori-
cal topics of interest, including 
Civil War, African American, 
maritime and 18th-Century 
Anglican churches.

“The Tidewater Virginia His-
torical Society’s vision to create 
a museum trail in the Middle 
Peninsula and Northern Neck 
is an opportunity to showcase 
the region and contribute to 
local economies,” said Del. 
Keith Hodges. “Through sales, 
income and employment, the 
museum trail positions the area 
for unprecedented growth.

“The economic growth, both 
direct and indirect, will greatly 
impact our region with very 
little capital outlay. The vision 
of these dedicated volunteers 
will create a natural roadmap to 
enable visitors to navigate our 
beautiful and historic peninsu-
las.”
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

SORRENTO, ITALY—Our Italian sojourn 
is drawing to a close, and we are here on 

the Amalfi Coast, enjoying the memorable 
scenery, and perhaps the finest cuisine we 
have experienced up and down the peninsula. 
Sorrento is a resort, perched on a cliff, over-
looking the Mediterranean Sea, abounding 
with tourists. 

Out to sea across the harbor lie the two 
islands of Capri and Ischia, and to the main-
land side Mount Vesuvius looms in the back-
ground. Its last eruption was in 1946, and the 
average span of years between its emissions 
is 50 years, thus we are enjoying being here, 
but remain aware that we are 17 years past 
the average. I always have enjoyed visiting 
Naples and its environs, but I think living 
here, looking up at Vesuvius each day, might 
be a bit daunting, although several million 
residents seem unconcerned.

Vesuvius is the largest volcano on the con-
tinent of Europe, and although it is quiet at 
present, I have seen its neighbor to the south 
on the island of Sicily spew forth its molten 
lava, a brilliant display, but again, not one to 
be experienced at close range on a regular 
basis.

Capri is a wonderful place in every respect 

with spectacular vistas, intriguing climbs on 
its mountain presence, and a beautiful coast-
line perimeter. At my height of 6’3” I opted 
not to lie on my back in a small dinghy to 
enter the Blue Grotto for five minutes at an 
exorbitant cost, instead viewing it from the 
circumnavigating island cruise boat. Fol-
lowing tradition, as we passed under Capri’s 
“natural bridge,” a rock hollowed out by the 
ages, I kissed my good wife according to the 
tradition of the island.

Back on the mainland, we had our finest 
meal in Italy at La Basilica, a restaurant that 
we accidentally came upon on one of our 
walks through the narrow back streets of the 

city. An initial good sign was the presence 
of a large contingent of Italians. If the locals 
know a good place to eat, how can a tourist 
do better?

The uniformed waiters were impeccable, 
and the meals were amazing. The varieties of 
first courses took time to read, and I was more 
than thrilled by the prosciutto and melone, 
or ham and melon, featuring the famed por-
cine product of Parma, sliced thinner than 
I ever experienced it. For the main course I 
chose the seafood risotto, the elder B.E. had 
salmon, the younger a supreme pasta, and my 
good wife a form of eggplant that she would 
not prepare at home. Each was splendid.

Our waiters, Saverio and Pepe, were true 
hosts, ever ready to serve, but by no means 
obtrusive. The dessert menu looked sumptu-
ous, but all of us agreed that we were more 
than sated by the main courses. With that, 
Saverio appeared with a plate of the largest 
and darkest cherries I have seen. He said he 
wanted us to close the meal with something 
sweet, and he knew we could find room for 
them.

This trip was my tenth to Italy, and I have 
been embarrassed to have to admit that I 
never visited Pompeii, a shortcoming I did 

not want the B.E.s to share. We went on an 
overcast day, fortunately, as July in southern 
Italy can be quite challenging. There we saw 
firsthand the embodiment of the old adage, 
“here today; gone tomorrow.” All the pictures 
I had seen gave but a small idea of the total-
ity of Vesuvius’s most famous eruption nearly 
2,000 years ago. Pompeii was not destroyed 
by the lava, but by the ash that settled on the 
city, killing every living thing that could not 
escape its course. 

Being there, and knowing the seismic sta-
tistics, truly gives one pause to think. Naples 
and its environs constitute a massive popula-
tion hub here in the south of Italy, and each 
day Vesuvius looms over the city and its 
people. 

Our Italian holiday is drawing to a close, 
and the airport at Fiumicino is beckoning our 
return. The Italians are proud of their native 
son, Leonardo da’ Vinci, having conceived 
plans for human flight, and have named the 
nation’s principal point of entry and departure 
after him. His statue greets all who come, an 
indication of the abiding historical continu-
ity that exists in this marvelous place at every 
turn. 

Viva Italia!

I opted not to lie on my 
back in a small dinghy to 
enter the Blue Grotto for five 
minutes at an exorbitant 
cost, instead viewing it from 
the circumnavigating island 
cruise boat. 

Focal Point

Osprey youth wait on their next meal in a nest at Whelan’s Marina.

Photo by Les Cashwell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
RRecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

On July 29, 1775, the Army 
of the Continental Congress 
gave military chaplains official 
recognition. In reference to 
that, the General wrote:

“The blessing and protection 
of Heaven are at all times nec-
essary but especially so in times 
of public distress and danger. 
The General hopes and trusts 
that every officer and man will 
endeavor so to live, and act as 
becomes a Christian Soldier 
defending the dearest Rights 
and Liberties of his country.”  
(Signed, George Washington)

As a Marine daughter and 
a Navy wife, it has been my 
great privilege and blessing 
to know many wonderful and 
excellent military chaplains of 
several denominations from 
the Pacific, across the U.S., and 
throughout the Middle East. I 
salute them all who stand faith-
fully for the Word of God and 
in defense of our nation and 
our beloved troops.

Take a moment this week 
to give thanks for the pastors 
of our armed services. They 
are serving sacrificially under 
arduous circumstances and 
even current threats to their 
own religious liberty. Per-
haps even send your apprecia-
tion in writing to the Military 
Chaplain Association (www.
mca-usa.org) or via Congress-
man Rob Wittman, 1st District 
Virginia. We also have several 
“Chappies” serving our North-
ern Neck churches that deserve 
our gratitude.

May our nation honor their 
ministry calling and stand in 
agreement with the brilliant 
and godly General Washington 
who understood that the suc-
cess of our country is directly 
related to the worship of our 
creator.

We salute our Military chap-
lains...God’s soldiers of the 
faith.

Grace Harley-Leach,
White Stone

Salute the Chaplains

A large group of evangelical 
scientists are using scientific 
and Biblical arguments to pres-
sure Congress to do something 
about climate change. The 
Bible gives humankind domin-
ion over the planet, so they 
believe humankind respon-
sible for helping preserve it. 
It’s a plea frequently made to 
Christians who turn a blind eye 
to the massive evidence of cli-
mate change.

On July 10, a letter from 200 
self-identified evangelical sci-
entists from secular and reli-
gious universities sent a letter 
to the U.S. Congress calling 
for legislation to reduce carbon 
emissions and protect the envi-
ronment. The signatories cited 
the Biblical teachings of char-
ity and compassion for the 
poor and the scientific evidence 
of increased extreme weather 
events to make the case for 

Evangelicals and 
climate change

meaningful climate legislation. 
The letter stated in part:
“The Bible tells us that ‘love 

does no harm to its neighbor’ 
(Romans 13:10), yet the way 
we live now harms our neigh-
bors, both locally and globally. 
For the world’s poorest people, 
climate change means dried-
up wells in Africa, floods in 
Asia that wash away crops and 
homes, wildfires in the U.S. 
and Russia, loss of villages 
and food species in the Arctic, 
environmental refugees, and 
disease. Our changing climate 
threatens the health, secu-
rity, and well-being of mil-
lions of people who are made 
in God’s image. The threat to 
future generations and global 
prosperity means we can no 
longer afford complacency and 
endless debate. We as a soci-
ety risk being counted among 
‘those who destroy the earth’ 
(Revelation 11:18).”

Meaningful legislation such 
as they call for would include 
putting a price on carbon and 
moving away from fossil fuels 
through a mechanism such as a 
revenue neutral carbon fee and 
dividend program, refunding 
the revenues 100% to the tax-
payers. 
Gregory T Haugan, PhD, Citizens 

Climate Lobby, Heathsville

Shouldn’t we ask questions 
about why it took the Sanford 
Police Department so long to 
arrest George Zimmerman 
after he confessed to killing 
Travon Martin?

I don’t profess to know all 
the complexities and legalities 
as they relate to manslaughter 
and second-degree murder. I 
also haven’t been gifted with 
the ability to read a person’s 
motives and therefore specu-
late why they behave as they 
do. But I do have the ability 
to restate facts that are in evi-
dence. 

Here are the facts: Zimmer-
man profiled Travon Martin, 
an unarmed teenager; Zim-
merman got out of his car and 
followed him after being told 
by the dispatcher not to; Zim-
merman confronted Martin 
and confessed to killing him; 
The Sanford Police Depart-
ment bought Zimmerman’s 
version of events; There is no 
evidence that Martin did any-
thing wrong.

We don’t know who threw 
the first punch, who was on 
top and who called for help. 
Only Zimmerman knows those 
answers and he is not talking 
under oath. He walked away 
with a handshake and a smile. 
Another teenager is dead and 
the known and confessed killer 
is free.

Murder that takes place any-
where is a tragedy. Are we to 
believe that just because we 
can’t stop murders in Chi-
cago and other cities, that we 
shouldn’t bring to account-
ability those we can? Shouldn’t 
Martin also be allowed to 
defend himself against an 

What we know

armed stranger, following him 
in the dark?

Mr. Zimmerman said the 
killing was an act of God and 
that he wouldn’t do anything 
differently if he had it to do 
over. I don’t know what God he 
serves but one of the ten com-
mandments of my God says, 
“Thou shall not kill.”

It speaks volumes that 
George Zimmerman can kill 
Travon Martin and not have 
any regrets.  

Lloyd N. Hill, 
Weems

In regard to a recent article 
on school uniforms, I f ind 
Mrs. Hammond’s statement 
disgustingly laughable.

She stated that 40% of par-
ents responded to the survey. 
I know I am  just one of 
about two dozen parents who 
did not receive a survey. I 
asked my daughter everyday, 
until the last day of school, 
“Did you get the survey?”  
Her response everyday was 
“No Mom, I didn’t get one.” 
So for Mrs. Hammond to 
say that 63% of parents 
approved, her information is 
inaccurate. Most especially 
since the parents and grand-
parents I have spoken to do 
not agree.

Lancaster’s idea of a uni-
form is too wide-ranged. 
When I think of uniforms, 
Chesapeake Academy comes 
to mind: navy blue collared 
shirt and khaki pants, the 
school colors.  Also, they 
wear the same colors every-
day. If Lancaster is deter-
mined to have uniforms, they 
should at least be school col-
ors—red, collared shirt and 
black pants. Worn everyday, 
with at least two casual days 
a month.

Among the pros: No “Fash-
ion Police” would be needed 
if everyone, including the 
teachers, followed the dress 
code in the first place; grades 
improve—possibly.

Among the cons: “Clicks” 
emerge, individuality disap-
pears, grades decline and 
bullies target characteristics 
other than clothes.

Bullies will pick on some-
one no matter what they 
wear.

As far as the “clicks,” with 
the range of colors, many 
things will happen. The pop-
ular, or athletic kids create a 
calendar of sorts, to follow, 
then children are not “in,” if 
they aren’t wearing the color 
of the day.

The children (and par-
ents) that don’t care about 
the rules, most likely won’t 
follow them.

I wish Mr. Daddario and 
the LMS staff the best of luck 
for the 2013-14 school year. 
Let’s hope he at least returns 
phone calls.

Samantha Love,
Litwalton

At least keep
uniform simple

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Too many desks sat idle 
last week, as furloughs 

began for many federal civil-
ian employees in the Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD) due 
to the indiscriminate budget 
cuts known as sequestration.

These DOD workers are 
truly dedicated patriots who 
are tasked by Congress with 
their duties. Their efforts to 
support our war fighters are 
vital to the mission of our 
overall national security, and 
these cuts continue to under-
mine the strength of our 
military’s readiness.

As chairman of the House 
Armed Services Commit-
tee’s readiness subcommittee 
and an American, this deeply 
concerns me, and I reminded 
my colleagues in a speech on 
the House floor of the per-
sonal and professional chal-
lenges our dedicated civilian 
workers face.

On Wednesday, Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel 
issued a memo detailing the 
DOD’s plan for reducing 
its budget by $52 billion in 
fiscal year 2014, as man-
dated by sequestration. These 
budget reductions simply 
cannot happen. The impacts 
that they will have on our 
military’s future capabilities 
are unacceptable.

Secretary Hagel’s memo 
addresses just one fiscal year, 
and yet it is indicative of a 
long-term, systemic chal-
lenge facing our military. 
This in turn will require a 
long-term, strategic solution: 
how to effectively provide for 

and maintain a fighting force 
in a world of both budget-
ary constraints and constant 
threats against our homeland. 
Congress and the president 
were elected to make tough 
decisions—not to stand idly 
by as the foundation of our 
nation’s military is compro-
mised.

At the same time, it is 
important to remember that 
at the heart of this issue are 
dedicated Americans who 
sacrifice for this nation. 
These include young Sol-
diers, Sailors, Marines, and 
Airmen whose training and 
resources are being under-
mined by sequestration; 
civilian DOD employees 
who support those individu-
als but are being forced to 
sit at home under furlough; 
and the children of those 
furloughed federal employ-
ees who will feel the brunt 
of sequestration as their 
parents find fewer dollars in 
their paychecks. They are all 
patriotic Americans who have 

dedicated their lives to this 
country so that it will remain 
the greatest nation the world 
has ever known.

Instead of balancing the 
budget on their backs, let’s 
prove to them that we’ve got 
their backs—because they’ve 
had ours since 1776. I have 
sounded the alarm on this 
issue for almost two years 
now, and I will continue to 
urge Congress and the White 
House to find a solution. It’s 
time to make the tough deci-
sions.

Finally, I am pleased to 
share great news for Virginia 
and the Chesapeake Bay. The 
House passed my Chesa-
peake Bay Accountability 
and Recovery Act (H.R. 
739) last week as part of the 
Federal Agriculture Reform 
and Risk Management Act 
(H.R. 2642). The bay is an 
economic engine and a cul-
tural beacon for our region, 
and many industries and 
citizens have a vested inter-
est in a clean bay. My bill 
would enhance coordination, 
flexibility and efficiency of 
restoration efforts.

This was a great achieve-
ment for Virginia and 
America’s First District, and 
I am eager for the Senate 
to pass Sen. Warner’s com-
panion legislation and see 
this bill become law. As Co-
chairman of the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed Caucus, I will 
continue to advocate for and 
support measures to restore 
and preserve this national 
treasure. 

I am pleased to 
share great news for 
Virginia and the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
The House passed 
my Chesapeake Bay 
Accountability and 
Recovery Act (H.R. 
739) last week . . .
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We’ve Moved...
Lots of people to
                       lots of places

CRAWFORD
MOVING & STORAGE

235 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, Va.
(804) 435-6683

Rt. 198
Mathews, Va.

(804) 725-2555

Member of Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce 1987

We’re still Moving
 Lots of people to
  Lots of places

235 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, Va.
(804) 435-6683

10541 Buckley Hall Rd.
Mathews, Va.

(804) 725-2555

Member of Lancaster by the Bay Chamber 2013

Ad from 1987 Rappahannock Record

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!

public 

oon 

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

Make your voice heard 
and your vote count!

ANNUAL MEETING 
OF MEMBERS

Thursday, August 8, 2013
7:00 P.M.

Northumberland High School
Heathsville, Virginia

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

NOTICE

RAY’S BARBER SHOP - WICOMICO CHURCH, VA
will be temporarily closed until further notice due to my 
being hospitalized at VCU. Upon my recovery, I will 
reopen for business. I will put a notification in the paper 
with the reopening date.

I thank all my customers for their patience and all the many 
prayers, calls and acts of kindness.

I look forward to being of service to you again very soon.

Sincerely,

Do You Remember?
This 1961 photo captures Peyton Pittman of Paulette Oil Company as he safely reaches first 
base in a softball game played in Irvington on Rappahannock Day, July 4th. The game was billed 
as “the clash of two powerhouse teams,” both sponsored by Irvington oil companies. The first 
baseman is Jim Brownley of the Texaco Oil Company team. The Texacos won the game, 14 -1. 
“Do You Remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

The next meeting of the 
Northern Neck Citizens Cli-
mate Lobby (CCL) will be held 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, August 6, at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library in Heathsville. Discus-
sion will address the Carbon 
Fee and Dividend legislation 
proposed in Congress.

“Several versions are cur-
rently being considered and 
the pros and cons of the con-
cept and its variations will be 
discussed,” said Greg Haugan, 
CCL coordinator, adding that 
the concept is a market-based 
alternative to the president’s 
planned use of EPA regula-
tions. 

He noted the concept was 
discussed with Congressmen 
Cantor and Wittman in June 
and is favored by several con-
servative economists.

In addition, a brief audio 
conference will be presented 
featuring Lynne Twist of the 
Pachamama Alliance, an envi-
ronmental group working with 
Amazon Rain Forest tribes, 
according to Haugan.

Carbon fee
proposals to
be discussed

Virginia gubernatorial candidates Terry McAuliffe and Ken 
Cuccinelli will speak and answer questions at the 2013 Agri-
culture and Forestry Gubernatorial Candidates’ Forum Friday, 
August 2, from 2 to 5 p.m.

The presentation, originating from Wytheville Community 
College, can be viewed interactively at several other locations 
around the state, including Rappahannock Community College’s 
Glenns and Warsaw campuses.

The public is invited to attend this event; greeting and regis-
tering attendees will begin at 2 p.m. in the lecture halls on both 
RCC campuses. 

Candidate McAuliffe will speak at 2:30 p.m., and it is antici-
pated that candidate Cuccinelli will begin speaking between 3:30 
and 4:15 p.m.

The forum is hosted by the Virginia Farm Bureau Young Farm-
ers, with sponsorship from the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation, 
the Virginia Agribusiness Council, the Virginia Forest Products 
Association and the Virginia Forestry Association.

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Party Committee 
will host a traditional Labor 
Day picnic for area Demo-
crats on Monday, September 
2, from 4 to 6 p.m. The event 
will he held at the Hills Quarter 
Community Center near Kil-
marnock.  

“Labor Day is a national 
holiday that commemorates the 
contributions and achievements 
of America’s workers. For Dem-
ocrats, it’s a yearly reminder of 
the task remaining ahead of us 
to provide jobs and a better life 
for workers, starting here in our 
community,” said committee 
chair Jan Smith. 

“Practically speaking, Labor 
Day marks the end of summer 
and the start of the two-month 
run up to the elections,” said 
Smith. “We have a strong 
slate of candidates running for 
Governor (Terry McAuliffe), 
Lieutenant Governor (Ralph 

Northam), and Attorney Gen-
eral (Mark Herring). With three 
tight state-wide races under 
way, we’ll be mobilizing area 
Democrats to get out the vote 
and initiate positive changes in 
Richmond.”

“With this year’s ‘indoor’ 
picnic, weather won’t be a 
factor,” said Smith. “The venue 
can easily accommodate a 
crowd inside, and also has a 
swimming pool. Labor Day is 
a family event for many. We 
encourage you to bring your 
families, neighbors and house 
guests along for a good time, 
and to see what we are all 
about.”  

Traditional picnic fare will be 
available, along with iced tea, 
lemonade and water. Guests 
may wish to bring along a 
favorite beverage, and side dish 
or dessert to share. The cost 
is $10 per person, or $20 per 
family paid at the door.

KILMARNOCK—A 24-year 
town planning commission 
member, Steve Bonner, will not 
seek or accept reappointment 
when his term expires in August, 
saying that the planning com-
mission has not been “allowed to 
function the way that they need to 
function.”

“I don’t wish to be re-appointed 
and will not send in my name to 
be,” said Bonner in an email. “I 
will go one step further and say 
if I was appointed, I wouldn’t 
serve.”

Bonner cites a difficult rela-
tionship with the Kilmarnock 
Town Council and town adminis-
tration as his reason for not seek-
ing reappointment. “The past few 
years some on the town council 
have made it very difficult for 
the planning commission to do 
it’s [sic] job as directed by our 
by-laws and state laws,” Bonner 
wrote in an email.

Despite a suggestion by Mayor 
Raymond Booth that Bonner “is 
retiring next month because the 
Nunn group [the four council 
members–Rebecca Nunn, Mae 
Umphlett, Howard Straughan 
and Emerson Gravatt–elected as 
a slate in the 2012 election] has 
indicated they will not reappoint 
him,” Bonner is adamant that he 
is not withdrawing because “I 
heard I would not be, as I haven’t 
heard that, but only because I 
don’t feel the planning commis-

Bonner to leave planning commission; 
says group is not allowed to do its job

sion of Kilmarnock is being uti-
lized in a manner it has been in 
the past years I have served.”

Bonner complains that the 
planning commission was nota-
bly uninvolved in the creation of 
the 2012 Capital Improvement 
Plan, a short-range development 
plan for the town. “We just were 
not used,” Bonner said.

“I kept asking why we weren’t 
involved with the CIP, and got 
answers from ‘We didn’t ask you 
to,’ meaning the council; that the 
town manager left us out of it... 
Mr. Straughan said that anybody 
that wants to come and sit at one 
of our meetings from the audi-
ence, anyone that wants to come 
to one of the budget hearings is 
welcome to do that, and we’ll get 
your input then, meaning as indi-
viduals,” Bonner said.

“Steve’s big thing was they 
weren’t brought in on the CIP,” 
Nunn said. “We don’t have to 
include them.”

Speaking in a prior interview, 
council member Shawn Dona-
hue noted, “If I have a group of 
people who are giving their time 
free of charge to the Town of Kil-
marnock, with years of experi-
ence, if it had anything to do with 
planning for the town and the 
future of the town--and they’re 
volunteering, they’re raising their 
hands--why wouldn’t we use their 
services? Why do we take the time 
to appoint them if we’re going to 
marginalize their involvement in 
the Town of Kilmarnock?”

Bonner will not be the first 
veteran commissioner to leave 
the planning group this year. Jane 
Ludwig and Dave Reedy, both 
16-year commissioners, were 
not reappointed when their terms 
ended.

When asked about the other 
commissioners, Nunn said, “It’s 
just that we had new people 
interested, and we appointed new 
people.”

“If you haven’t had a good idea 
in 24 years, you’re probably not 
going to have one,” Nunn said. “I 
don’t feel that they made any rec-
ommendations that were really 
powerful,” she explained.

“Steve Bonner is Steve 
Bonner,” said Donahue. “He’s a 
friend, and I know Steve can be 
difficult and challenging. But he 
loves our little town. He’s not vin-
dictive, but he cares. He’s vocal 
about his passion for our town.”

Donahue laments the political 
tension. “If it appears on our front 
page that we are that messed up, 
it becomes big. Somehow, and I 
don’t know how, we need to work 
through it.”

by Renss Greene

RCC invites public to candidates’ forum

Lancaster Democrats 
plan Labor Day picnic

Rappahannock

Record

Deadlines
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For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com



A8   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Copyright @Cook Advertising 2013

Music, Games and Fun at 
the Richmond County Fair 

There will be music in the air
  at the Richmond County Fair.

Carnival Rides, and games of skill,
  bingo, and food to fill.

Racing pigs running the course,
  Corn hole contests another resource

Of fun-filled events planned for
  you to come alive with 

smiles and laughter.
      

Square dancing won’t skip a beat
 in keeping you light on your feet,

And organizations
 with booths of information 

   add education
to the fair sensation.

Come one! Come all!
Join the festivities starting

Tuesday, August 20th at 6 pm 
and ending 

Saturday, August 24th at 11pm.

Our sponsors have helped us assemble
2013 Fair’s entertainment.

Thank you, Sponsors.

Karaoke with
DJ Willie

Friday, August 2
8 pm - Midnight

No Cover

Casper
Saturday, August 3
8 pm - Midnight

Half Shell Raw Bar–Fri. & Sat. 5-10 pm
Oysters from Rappahannock River

Eastern Shore Seaside

Bloody Mary Bar – Sunday 11 am-3 pm

Seafood tiki bar menu

804-435-8915

Watermen’s
Restaurant

Thurs. - Sat.  5 - 9
Sun.  10:30 - 3 

580-2220

Nearly $97,000 in competi-
tive grants was distributed to 
a variety of local organizations 
during River Counties Com-
munity Foundation’s (RCCF)  
annual grants reception 
recently held at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury. An 
additional $20,500 in scholar-
ships for academic excellence 
was awarded to 11 college-
bound students. 

RCCF has charitable assets 
of $7,750,000, a 25% increase 
over the past year as reported 
by affiliate director Margaret 
Nost. Highlighting the founda-
tion’s accomplishments,  Nost 
said, “We are pleased that more 
than $363,000 was distributed 
in 2012 bringing total distribu-
tions to over $4,000,000 in the 
last seven years.” 

Nost thanked the donors who 
have established approximately 
60 funds that benefit deserving 
organizations with RCCF. She 
noted one of the newest funds 
is a conversion of a family pri-
vate foundation.
Competitive grants

Grants committee chair-
man Mary Elizabeth Hoinkes  
announced grants totaling 
$96,473 to 27 selected commu-
nity organizations in Lancaster, 
Middlesex and Northumber-
land counties.  

Choosing the recipients 
is a tough job according to 
Hoinkes whose committee 
received 50 applications. “We 
regret that we can’t fund them 
all,” said Hoinkes.  “Our goal 
is to respond to local commu-
nity needs while honoring the 
charitable purpose of the funds 
established by our donors.”  

Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic received $11,929 to 
upgrade existing computers 
and purchase new ones for 
electronic medical records.

Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury received $8,539 for 
its Parkinson’s disease exercise 
program.

The Boys and Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck received 
$7,000 to help fund a summer 
program “JOY” to curb youth 
gang activity. 

Rappahannock General 
Hospital Foundation received 
$6,000 to help purchase por-
table EKG machines.

The Haven Shelter received 
$5,000 for its Rapid Re-hous-
ing Initiative.

Northern Neck Family 
YMCA received $5,000 for 
“Bright Beginnings” to help 

Organizations get $97,000 boost from
River Counties Community Foundation

Above are representatives of several area organizations recently receiving grants from the 
River Counties Community Foundation.

children in need purchase 
back-to-school clothing and 
supplies.

Northern Neck Family 
YMCA received $4,125 to 
purchase rubber mulch for its 
playground.

Foundation for Historic 
Christ Church received $4,000 
to repair a roof leak.

Northern Neck Food Bank 
received $4,000 to support 
volunteer harvesters of fresh 
produce.

Lancaster Community 
Library received $4,000 for its 
summer reading program.

Middlesex Habitat for 
Humanity received $3,500 to 
assist in building a single-fam-
ily home.

Alzheimer’s Association 
received $3,000 to provide 
respite assistance for caregiv-
ers.

Animal Welfare League 
received $3,000 for its spay/
neuter program.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
received $3,000 to purchase 
hand-held thermal imag-
ing devices for Rescue I and 
Rescue III.

Jacob’s Ladder received 
$2,780 for an at-risk, intellec-
tually gifted child to attend a 
four- to five-week residential 
enrichment summer camp.

Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts received $2,500 
to help bring nine live perfor-
mances to school children in 
Lancaster County. 

Youth Club of Lancaster 
County received $2,500 to fund 
a one-week youth baseball and 
softball camp.

Hands Across Middlesex 
Interfaith Outreach received 
$2,000 for home maintenance 
and repairs, thereby enabling 
recipients to remain in their 
homes.

Middlesex County Public 
Library received $2,000 for 
its summer reading program 
“Dig!”

Northern Neck Court 
Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA)  received $2,000 for 
the training of volunteers who 
represent abused and neglected 
children in court.

Northumberland American 
Red Cross received $2,000 for 
volunteer training for disaster 
response.

River Counties American 
Red Cross received $2,000 for 
support of families who have 
had a house fire.

The Link-Linking Hope and 
Help received $2,000 to help 
those in need of assistance.

 Middlesex County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad received $1,600 
to provide CPR mannequins 
for children.

Clarksbury United Method-
ist Church received $1,500 to 
provide food, clothing and sup-
plies for needy students attend-
ing Middlesex High School. 

Northern Neck Orchestra 
received $1,000 to assist with 
its operating expenses.

Bay School for the Arts 
received $500 to help fund art 
classes at the Urbanna Day 
Center for adults.

RCCF component funds that 
contributed toward these com-
munity grants include the Cath-
erine B. Chilton Endowment 

Fund, Nettie Mooring Gordon 
Fund, Charles Winfield Paul 
Fund, Robert S. and Martha S. 
Scheu Fund, William and Sally 
Spotswood Fund, the Dewey 
and Vivian Stallard Charitable 
Fund and the River Counties 
Youth Fund and unrestricted 
funds from the River Coun-
ties Endowment and Operat-
ing Funds. Also supporting the 
grants is the Frances R. Parker 
Fund of The Community Foun-
dation serving Richmond and 
Central Virginia.
Scholarships

Lauren Brent, Caitlyn 
Cralle and Holly Sanford were 
awarded the Raymond F. Bur-
mester Endowment for Scho-
lastic Achievement. 

Taylor Davis was awarded 
the Alice Haynie Dameron 
Scholarship.

Brenda Santamaria was 
awarded the Heartwood Dol-
lars for Scholars Scholarship.

Kelvonna Clayton was 
awarded the Maria Laqueur 
Scholarship.

Nicholas Whay, Tatyanna 
Mitchell and Destiny Thorn-
ton were awarded the Northern 
Neck Rotary Scholarship. 

Max Massaro and Destiny 
Thornton were awarded the 
Northumberland Civic Center 
Scholarship. 

Justin Lewis was awarded 
the E.C. Joe and Viola C. Rice 
Scholarship.

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Health Care Foundation 
recently awarded a $60,000 
challenge grant to the North-
ern Neck Free Clinic in Kil-
marnock. 

With matching funds, the 
clinic will be able to expand 
dental services to area chil-
dren who are uninsured or are 
covered by the state’s FAMIS 
programs, but have no dentist. 
Funds will be used to purchase 
digital x-ray equipment and 
the digital software necessary 
to upgrade the clinic’s dental 
facility for this next phase of 
its development. 

“The Northern Neck Free 
Clinic continues to evolve and 
expand its services to meet the 
needs of those on the Northern 
Neck who have no access to 
needed health and dental care,” 
said Virginia Health Care 
Foundation executive director 
Debbie Oswalt. “The clinic’s 
leadership and team are top 
notch and have a track record 
of success that is recognized 
throughout the state.”

The Virginia Health Care 
Foundation is a public/private 
partnership whose mission is 
to increase access to primary 
health care for uninsured and 
medically underserved Virgin-
ians.

The foundation was initi-
ated by the General Assembly 

Virginia Health Care Foundation
awards challenge grant to free clinic

and its Joint Commission on 
Health Care in 1992. Since its 
inception, it has funded 362 
community-based projects 
across the Commonwealth, 
and its programs and partner-
ships have touched the lives of 
more than 600,000 uninsured 
Virginians. 

 Bridge inspections
Motorists will encounter a 

single-lane closure on the Route 
223 bridge in Mathews County 
on Thursday, August 1, and 
Friday, August 2, for an annual, 
scheduled inspection of the 
bridge. The Route 223 bridge 
spans Milford Haven, and con-
nects Gwynn’s Island with 
mainland Mathews County.

One lane will be closed on 
the bridge between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. both days. Flagging crews 
will direct traffic to alternate 
crossing the bridge.

NEWS 
BREAK
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