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KILMARNOCK—A local tradi-
tion for 78 years, the annual Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Department Fire-
men’s Festival opens tonight, July 25, 
at the KVFD carnival grounds off 

Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
The carnival continues nightly 

through August 3 (execpt Sunday).
The carnival has a newly rebuilt 

stage, two new rides, and a fresh coat 
of paint all around, according to festi-
val president Johnny Smith.

The KVFD also is raffling a 2013 
Ford Escape. Only 5,500 tickets will 
be sold at $10 each. They can be pur-
chased at Noblett’s in Kilmarnock, 
from KVFD members and at the car-
nival. The winner will be announced 
at the end of the festival.

Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins rescued this stranded 
baby osprey from a second-floor balcony at the home of Frank and 

Rachel Pugliese last Monday. 
The bird was born in a nest at the end of the Puglieses’ pier on the 

Coan River near Heathsville. On his first training flight, he landed on their 
balcony.

 “We don’t think he had enough room to open his wings and fly away,” 
said Rachel. “We left home and when we returned he was trying to squeeze 
through the railings.” 

A volunteer at the Northumberland County Animal Shelter, Rachel 
made a call to the animal control officer. Unfortunately, he was off that day 
so she followed up with a call to the sheriff ’s department. 

“The sheriff was here in about five minutes and threw a beach towel 
over the osprey and carried him down our stairs and out of the house,” 
she said. 

The bird was released uninjured, and after taking a few wobbly steps, flew 
safely back to the nest.

KILMARNOCK—The Town of Kilmarnock will hold an open 
house from noon to 6 p.m. Monday, July 29, at the new town office 
building. A ribbon-cutting is slated for 5 p.m. 

“We are very pleased to invite our residents, businesses and the 
community to our new facilities at 1 North Main Street,” said Tom 
Saunders, town manager. “This is a site that all members of greater 
Kilmarnock can and will be proud of.”

Tours will be on the hour, said Saunders. Light refreshments will 
be served all day.

The Kilmarnock town hall recently relocated to the Steptoe’s Dis-
trict from farther north on Main Street where it had been since 1993. 
That location was previously a building supply store.

“The Kilmarnock administrative staff, the public works team, the 
waste water treatment plant team and the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment are proud to serve the citizens and businesses of Kilmarnock,” 
Saunders said. “We congratulate and thank our town council for their 
forward thinking approach in securing this facility. It will serve the 
town for years to come.” 

KILMARNOCK—The Town of Kilmarnock now 
plays by a new set of rules.

Kilmarnock’s new Town Charter took effect July 1 
after being approved by the Lancaster County Board 
of Supervisors and the Virginia General Assembly. 

The biggest change to the charter, which is avail-
able on the Town of Kilmarnock website at www.kil-
marnockva.com, revolves around 
the transition from what is known 
as a “strong mayor-council” gov-
ernment to the current “council-
manager” government.

In a strong mayor-council gov-
ernment, a popularly-elected 
mayor functions as an executive 
branch, with independent author-
ity over town employees as well as 
the authority to appoint committees 
and committee chairs. The council-
manager form of government, by 
contrast, involves a town manager, 
subordinate to the council, who 
oversees the town administration 
and provides advice to the council. 
The manager functions similarly to 
a company CEO. 

The town retains its mayor, whose duties are now 
largely ceremonial, although the mayor can cast tie-
breaking votes in the council.

According to deputy town manager Susan Cock-
rell, Kilmarnock has practiced the council-manager 
system since the 1990s. The town manager position is 
“a 20-year tradition,” said town manager Tom Saun-
ders.

However, the sections of the charter which dealt with 
the mayor were never amended, creating an overlap 
in the charter between the duties of the manager and 
mayor. Cockrell said the town council had done much 
work describing the system of government in Kilmar-
nock in resolutions, but the charter had not had a com-
plete update. This created conflicts not only within the 
charter but between the charter and town council reso-
lutions, further muddying the law of the land.

According to Cockrell, this came up among mem-
bers of the 2008 council, but it was not until the 
summer of 2012 that the town council’s administra-
tion and finance committee appointed a new commit-
tee to begin reviewing the charter. This began a “very 
thorough process” of going through the charter one 
paragraph at a time to clarify and update it, she said.

In addition to the mayor/manager confusion, the 
charter contained a number of anachronisms, hold-
overs from the original 1930 charter. Section 37, now 
struck from the charter, is a notable example. Under 
this section, the town had the power to “restrain and 

punish drunkards, vagrants and street beggars; to 
prevent vice and immorality” as well as “to suppress 
houses of ill fame and gambling houses.” Many sec-
tions dealt with powers now delegated to state or fed-
eral authorities, such as gambling and firearms.

In October of 2012, town attorney Chris Stamm Jr. 
conducted a legal review of the updated charter and 
recommended it to the town council. At the following 
council meeting on November 19, the town council 

approved the charter and sent it to 
the Virginia General Assembly for 
approval.

Saunders explains the need for 
the state’s approval: Virginia is a 
“Dillon Rule” state. Named for 
famed American jurist John Forrest 
Dillon, the Dillon Rule was first 
expressed in 1868. According to 
the Dillon Rule, governing power is 
reserved for the state, and localities 
only have those powers expressly 
granted them by the state. In other 
words, if a power is not expressed 
in the town charter, the town does 
not have that power. 

Saunders said the Dillon Rule 
is meant to make Virginia a more 
business-friendly state, with no 

hodgepodge of local regulations and authorities to 
navigate. “That’s a good thing,” he said. “I just wish 
there was more local autonomy.”

The town charter went through the Virginia legis-
lature with no major changes “through the wonderful 
help of Del. Margaret Ransone’s office and her legis-
lative teams,” said Cockrell.

“It’s not a complicated process,” she said, “but it is 
involved.”

Saunders, who went to Richmond to help see the 
charter through the legislature, said anything can 
happen there. Near the end of the process, he recounts, 
a freshman legislator, “green as apples,” asked why the 
charter is worded so specifically, limiting the town’s 
powers. Saunders was incredulous: “Because that’s 
what you guys [state government under the Dillon 
Rule] require!” he laughed.

On February 21, the Virginia legislature passed 
House Bill 1390 and the governor signed it, updating 
the Kilmarnock Town Charter to take effect July 1.

“For folks in the community, I don’t think there’s 
anything in there that changes fundamentally their 
relationship with the legal entity that is the town,” 
said Cockrell. “From the citizen’s point of view, it’s 
just business as usual.”

“The process of governing is changeable,” adds 
Cockrell. “You can’t just do it on a whim, but the pro-
cess does adapt and can adapt to changing circum-
stances.”

KILMARNOCK—The terms for 
two members of the Kilmarnock 
planning commission are expiring 
soon.

Steve Bonner’s four-year appoint-
ment will end September 2013. He 
is eligible to be reappointed by the 
town council.

Les Spivey, the vice chairman of 
the commission, is leaving his seat 
near the beginning of his four-year 
term to pursue a professional oppor-
tunity out of town, although he has 
not yet submitted an official resig-
nation, according to town planner 
Marshall Sebra.

“We need someone who is famil-

iar with the town, and it needs to be a 
resident,” said Sebra. He said coun-
cil is seeking applicants “familiar 
with long-range planning, who have 
a future vision of the town.”

Planning commission members 
are appointed by the Kilmarnock 
Town Council.

Correction
Last week’s Record listed the 

new Kilmarnock administration 
and finance committee members as 
Howard Straughan, Rebecca Nunn 
and Shawn Donahue. William Smith, 
who was omitted from the list, is also 
on the committee.

New town charter now in effect
by Renss Greene

In the background, Scott Megerer, Kevin Taylor and John Cary of EC Events drop off the “Mind Winder” ride at the 
carnival grounds. The 2013 Ford Escape is the grand prize in the annual raffle.

KVFD Firemen’s Festival opens tonight
by Renss Greene

Planning commission
terms will expire soon

“For folks in the commu-
nity, I don’t think there’s 
anything in there that 
changes fundamentally 
their relationship with 
the legal entity that is the 
town. From the citizen’s 
point of view, it’s just busi-
ness as usual.”

—Susan Cockrell,
deputy town manager

First flight rescue

Town hall open for tours

by Renss Greene
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Women’s Fashion Clothing

Announcing the winner of the July Makeover Drawing:

Beverly Shultz - Wildest Dreams Salon cut & style, 
Wildest Dreams Boutique Outfit and the 

Merle Norman spray tan & makeup.

Come Celebrate our 1st Year Anniversary 
in the month of August!

35% to 40% off all summer merchandise!
804-453-9453
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Wildest Dreams Boutique ★★

Backyard bear
On Saturday, July 20, about 10:30 a.m. our grandchildren, 
ages 10 and 13 (twins), asked if they could go down to 
our beach to play and we said “OK.” One of the kids 
said, “Hey grandpa, there is a bear on the back lawn near 
the beach.” Of course grandpa said, “Right.” When we 
all looked out the window, sure enough the black bear 
above was walking across the lawn. It just continued on 
and disappeared into the woods. Submitted by Bob and 
Joyce Byrne of Ophelia 

LANCASTER—Future 
development of county parks 
and recreation facilities was 
clearly on the mind of one 
planner last week during 
discussions on Chapter 7 of 
the comprehensive plan. The 
chapter deals with land use 
and the economy. 

David Chupp said the 
county needs to do whatever 
it can to develop parks and 
recreation opportunities for 
residents and to support tour-
ism, which he called “the big-
gest boost to our economy.”

Planners identified Lan-
caster as having the oldest 
population in the state with an 
estimated 31% of its residents 
over 65 compared to state-
wide at 12.5%, according to 
the 2010 U.S. Census report. 
The plan notes standard rec-
reational facilities would 
include baseball and softball 
fields, basketball, tennis and 

swimming pools, but calls for 
adjusting facilities to the age 
of residents.

Strategies incorporated into 
the plan include establish-
ment of a citizen’s committee 
to make recommendations for 
projects and improvement of 
a master program; conduct-
ing an inventory of current 
publicly and privately owned 
recreational facilities that are 
accessible to the public; sur-
veying residents to establish 
needs and priorities appropri-
ate to the age of the popula-
tion; using the program as a 
basis for proffers for develop-
ment, and improving public 
access to the water.

“The county should con-
sider development of a parks 
and recreation department” 
and hire an aggressive and 
dynamic department head to 
identify and obtain properties 
for future recreational facili-
ties, said Chupp. “The posi-
tion will more than pay for 

itself. It should be considered 
for long-range plans.”

Chupp also asked planners 
to consider adding language 
dealing with the potential 
effects of climate change on 
the county.

“Mathews County’s plan 
takes into account the possible 
impact of climate change for 
erosion control, hurricanes, 
and the sea level rising,” said 
Chupp. 

“FEMA’s new mapping 
takes many areas in Lancaster 
out of the flood zones,” said 
county land use director Don 
Gill. 

“The language in Mathews 
County’s plan is non-contro-
versial,” said planning chair-
man David Jones, noting it 
could still be added.

Planners agreed to continue 
their discussion of the chapter 
at the August planning meet-
ing after Gill incorporates 
the latest suggestions into the 
draft.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion met Thursday to discuss a 
schedule for updating the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan.

The current plan was 
adopted in 2006. Virginia state 
law requires the commission to 
update its comprehensive plan 
every five years; being a little 
late, however, has never been 
a problem, according to long-

standing commission member 
Charles Williams III.

County planner E. Luttrell 
Tadlock proposed a sched-
ule, which he described as 
“aggressive,” to finish the 
review process by next April. 
He noted that the actual 
timing may depend on how 
long the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
the Chesapeake Bay Local 
Assistance Department take 
to review proposed updates. 

 Appointments
Gov. Bob McDonnell last 

week announced the  appoint-
ment of William Purcell of 
Reedville to the Virginia 
Marine Products Board. Pur-
cell is an environmental man-
ager at Omega Protein Inc.

Gov. McDonnell also 
announced the appointment of 
aquaculture manager and sci-
entist  A.J. Erskine of Kilmar-
nock to the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission.

Parks and recreation leader
suggested for Lancaster plan

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland planners to begin
update of 2006 comprehensive plan

by Renss Greene

CARDINAL—A 20-year-old 
Mathews County woman died 
in a crash near Cardinal early 
Monday morning, reported Vir-
ginia State Police public infor-
mation officer Sergeant Michelle 
Anaya. The fatal crash occurred 
in the 1800 block of East River 
Road (Route 660) in Mathews 
County. 

According to police, at about 
2 a.m. a 2001 Saturn sedan was 
traveling northbound on Route 
660, a two-lane road with double 
solid lines, when it struck a front-
end loader head-on. The loader 
had stopped and was partially in 
the northbound lane.

The driver of the Saturn, 
McKennah Evelyn Moore of 
Moon in Mathews County, died 
on impact. Moore was wearing 
her safety belt and alcohol was 
not a factor.

Early that morning, Carlos 
Vicente of Cardinal had been 
towing a vehicle with the front-
end loader in the southbound 
lane. Vicente stopped in the 
southbound lane to make adjust-
ments to the vehicle being towed. 
The front loader was stopped at 

Mathews woman dies
in head-on collision

an angle and was partially in the 
northbound lanes when it was 
struck by Moore, according to 
Sgt. Anaya. 

Vicente was not in the vehicle 
at time of the crash, and alcohol 
was not a factor, said Sgt. Anaya. 
Vicente was charged with 
improper stopping and improper 
towing.  

A Virginia State Police acci-
dent reconstruction team was on 
the scene early Monday.    

NEWS BREAK

KILMARNOCK—The Town 
of Kilmarnock will host an 
open house in its new offices at 1 
North Main Street Monday, July 
29, from noon to 6 p.m.  Town 
staff will conduct tours each hour 
and host a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony at 5 p.m.

“This is a site that all members 
of greater Kilmarnock can and 
will be proud of,” said town man-
ager Tom Saunders.

LANCASTER—A light meet-
ing agenda awaits the Lancaster 
board of supervisors tonight, 
July 25. The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. at the county administra-
tion building in Lancaster.

There are no public hearings. 
Agenda items include approval of 
disbursements, salaries and min-
utes, according to county admin-
istrator Frank Pleva.

The Agenda
Local Government News

VDOT and CBLAD must 
both approve the new com-
prehensive plan before it goes 
to public hearings before the 
planning commission and 
board of supervisors and then 
into effect.
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FINE JEWELERS It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street
804-435-1302

Kilmarnock, Virginia
burkesjewelers.com

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

Join us for our private 

Marahlago Party!
Friday, July th

pm - pm

Feeling the island vibe?

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Watermen’s
Banquet Hall 

Available
580-2220

1025 Good Luck Road
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

(804) 435-1416
www.goodluckcellars.com

Facilities available to rent for weddings, reunions, parties, etc.

Good Luck Cellars
2nd Anniversary Weekend

July 26-28  
Come celebrate with us! Activities and live music from:

Bailey Horsley  Friday  5-8 p.m.
Bill and Pam Gurley  Saturday 3-6 p.m.

Ronald Estreet on piano  Sunday 1-4 p.m

     Bring a snack or pack a picnic
                                                       to enjoy with our wines!
               
                   5% discount on all wine 
                          bottle sales this weekend

       1025 Good Luck Road

Kilmarnock, VA 22482
(804) 435-1416

www.goodluckcellars.com

Reservations accepted
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578

www.bentleysgrille.com

Closed on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Hand Cut Steaks, 
Fresh Seafood, 

Gourmet Sandwiches, 
Signature Salads.

Join us Sunday for 
Prime Rib Au Jus

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information on 
a stolen pool pump.

The pump, a  Hayward Aqua Rite Chlorine Generator 
Model T-15, was taken during May from 962 Beach Road 
in White Stone. 

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s office requests any 
resident who has had a private worker install a Chlorine 
Generator to call 462-7463. You will not have to give your 
name or appear in court.

If your information is useful to law enforcement, you 
could receive a reward up to $1,000.

Chemical spill reroutes traffic
Emergency responders clean up a chemical spill on Route 17 in Hayes the morning of July 17. Nitric acid used in metal finishing 
was accidentally heated overnight at Advanced Finishing Systems, causing acid vapor to billow across Route 17, according to 
emergency responders. Route 17 was closed and commuters rerouted until the spill was contained. Photo by Renss Greene

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
reported the arrest of eight 
individuals during the past 
week.
Felonies

 Nicholas V. Beale, 24, of 
Dilvers Road was charged 
July 15 with grand larceny.

Jervon R. Henderson, 25, of 
Nuttsville Road was charged 
July 15 with embezzlement.

Michelle H. Dunlevy, 31, 
of Urbanna was charged July 
19 with embezzlement and 
obtaining money by false pre-
tenses, both felonies, both on 
January 1, 2008.

 Lawrence H. Taft Jr., 66, 
of Chowning Ferry Road was 
charged July 21 on a Spotsyl-
vania County warrant with 
violation of trademark laws.
Misdemeanors

 A Windmill Point Road 
man, 46, was charged July 15 
with violation of probation.

A Jeffery Avenue man, 28, 
was charged July 18 with 
contempt of court.

A Reedville woman, 25, 
was charged July 19 with 
issuing a bad check.

A Williamsburg woman, 
28, was charged July 20 with 
contempt of court.  
Activity report

July 15: Staff responded 
to a civil complaint on Ring 
Farm Road, to a domestic dis-
turbance on Benson Road, to 
a disturbance call/civil dis-
pute on Greenfield Road, and 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Kingfisher Circle.

July 16: Staff responded 
to a noise violation com-
plaint on Cherry Point Drive; 
responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Waterview 
Drive (no emergency ser-
vices needed), attempted to 
intercept a reported reckless 
driver traveling from Top-
ping towards White Stone, 
assisted Virginia State Police 
(VSP) involved with a traf-
fic stop, responded to a lar-
ceny complaint on Sycamore 
Lane (property located) and 
responded to a landlord/
tenant complaint on White 
Chapel Road.

July 17: Staff responded 
with VSP to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash on N. Main 
Street, notified the Virginia 
Department of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) of a large 
downed tree blocking traf-
fic near Weems and Christ 
Church roads, received a 
walk-in complaint of annoy-
ing telephone calls/stalking, 
received a walk-in complaint 
of credit card fraud (unknown 
subject attempted to use the 
card in Maryland; the issuing 
bank cancelled the card; no 
loss involved), and received 
a motorist’s complaint of a 
reckless motorcyclist in the 
area of Irvington and Weems 
roads.

July 18: Staff notified 
VDOT of a large animal car-
cass interfering with traffic in 
the 1100 block of Irvington 
Road, responded to a com-
plaint of a reckless off road 
motorcyclist in the area of 
Pittmans Corner, provided the 
contact information of a boat 
towing company to a disabled 
boater and received an assault 
report from a victim at the 
local emergency room.

July 19: Staff responded 
to assist Northumberland 
authorities on a domestic 
assault call, subject report-
edly armed with a knife; 
received a walk-in report of 
identity theft and fraud (util-
ity bill of $802), responded 
to a trespass complaint on 

SHERIFF’S REPORT
alarms, provided four prisoner 
transports, and responded to 
one call for animal control 
services.
Fire calls 

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a fire alarm and a traffic 
crash on N. Main Street, a fire 
alarm on Timber Run Lane 
and, with the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
to a fire alarm on Yopps Cove 
Road.

The White Stone firemen 
also responded to a traffic 
crash and structure fire at 
Windmill Point, and a traffic 
crash on Christ Church Road.

The Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash 
at River and Ottoman Ferry 
roads.

(no criminal incident).
July 22: Staff notified 

VDOT of a downed traf-
fic sign at River and Mil-
lenbeck roads, notified the 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) of a 
citizen’s report of a dead dol-
phin floating in the mouth 
of Indian Creek (VMRC to 
notify its biologist), received 
a destruction of property/lar-
ceny report from a Nugent 
Lane resident (cedar post and 
mailbox; $175 loss), received 
a motorist’s complaint of a 
reckless driver in the Browns 
Store area, and attempted to 
locate a reported hazardous 
driver operating a silver Prius 
in the area of Mary Ball and 
Devils Bottom roads.

July 23: Staff responded to 
the area of Peirces Road on a 
motorist’s report of a disori-
ented pedestrian, and notified 
VDOT of a large animal car-
cass interfering with traffic 
on Windmill Point Road.

The sheriff ’s office also 
conducted 22 traffic stops 
during the week, issued seven 
summonses, provided motor-
ist assistance nine times, 
recorded one deer strike, 
provided traffic control once, 
investigated 11 building 

CRIME SOLVERS

Chestnut Grove Lane (civil 
dispute), responded with 
VSP to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash near River and Ottoman 
Ferry roads, notified VDOT 
of a downed tree blocking 
traffic on Fleets Bay Road, 
received an annoying tele-
phone calls complaint from a 
Ring Farm Road resident, and 
checked on the well-being of 
a Churchfields Lane resident 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

July 20: Staff responded 
with VSP to a single-vehi-
cle traffic crash on Christ 
Church Road, responded to 
a protective order complaint 
on Dunton Lane, attempted 
to locate a reported reckless 
driver in the area of Mary 
Ball and Devils Bottom 
roads, received a destruc-
tion of property report from 
Chesapeake Drive (windows, 
$100 loss), responded to a 
landlord/tenant complaint on 
White Chapel Road, received 
a report of stolen license 
plates from a Lancaster Drive 
resident ($40 loss), checked 
on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
received a larceny report 
from an Ocran Road resident 
(40 turkeys, pregnant sow, 
electric fence charger, light 
fixtures, 15 finishing hogs, 1 
ton of feed, 30 fence posts, 2 
12’ metal gates; $8,340 loss).

July 21: Staff responded 
with a canine unit to assist 
Middlesex authorities on a 
call in the Deltaville area, 
responded to a noise viola-
tion complaint, escalated to 
a fight call, on Wild Flower 
Lane; responded with the 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to N. Main Street 
on a stolen vehicle com-
plaint (no criminal incident 
involved), received a destruc-
tion of property report from 
a Benson Road farmer ($700 
crop damages by person driv-
ing through the corn field), 
responded to repeat E911 dis-
connect calls from a Chesa-
peake Drive location (no 
emergency services needed), 
responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Campbell 
Road (no emergency services 
needed), received a complaint 
of a suspicious person in the 
area of Ice House Fields, and 
responded to a possible bur-
glary in progress on Rio Vista 

SUBSCRIBE

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record Online
fast. affordable. easy.

804.435.1701 ex 16
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Town of Kilmarnock

Open House
Monday, July 29, 2013

Ribbon Cutting at 5:00 PM

Tours on the hour from 
noon to 6:00 PM

You are invited to

1 North Main Street

Kilmarnock

Virginia 22482

ONE STOP
Plumbing and Electric Supplies

 Serving homeowners and contractors 
for over 30 years

wire, pipe, light bulbs, water heaters, toilets, pumps, 
fittings, panel boxes, circuit breakers, wall plates, 

switches, outlets, dimmers, junction boxes, gas and 
water valves, pipe and wire by the foot • special orders

Open Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m.                                      

Located at 454 N Main St, Kilmarnock 
(next to Sal’s Pizza) • 804-435-2241

Copyright @Cook Advertising 2013

IRVINGTON—A reception 
honoring James “Jimmie” 
Carter Jr., recent recipient 
of the Governor’s Volunteer-
ism and Community Service 
Award, was held at The Tides 
Inn in Irvington on July 12.

The event was hosted by 
Chesapeake Bank. More 
than 70 community lead-
ers, business owners, friends 
and family members thanked 
Carter for his community ser-
vice. 

Del. Margaret Ransone rec-
ognized Carter for his com-
mitment to the rural commu-
nity. She presented Carter a 
framed letter signed by Gov. 
Bob McDonnell for his dedi-
cation to the community.

He also was presented a 
brick paver engraved with 
his name and hometown; the 
paver will be placed in his 
honor at the Virginia State 
Capital.

“Jimmie Carter’s service 
to this community has been 
significant and ongoing.  He 
excels at problem-solving, 
bringing together the right 
leaders and inspiring them, 
and fundraising for impor-
tant initiatives,” said Rappa-
hannock Community Col-
lege president Dr. Elizabeth 
Crowther.

“His influence on Bay 
Aging, Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital and the Tang-
ier Health Clinic has been 
transformational,” continued 
Crowther. “The extraordinary 
nature of Jimmie’s service is 
reflected in the governor’s 
special award, and the special 
attention he received from 
Delegate Ransone, his com-
munity, and Chesapeake Bank 
on Friday evening.”

“Jimmie has been instru-
mental in both economic and 
healthcare development in the 
Northern Neck and Tangier,” 
added Chesapeake Bank pres-
ident and chief executive offi-
cer Jeff Szyperski. “He is very 
deserving of this award.”

“I have personally known 
Jimmie and his family for 
over 55 years and have been 
involved with him on a number 
of projects and issues over the 
years.  He comes from a long 
line of givers, not takers, and 
epitomizes the concept of the 
Good Samaritan,” said attor-
ney B.H. Hubard. “The won-
derful thing about Jimmie is 
that you don’t have to ask him.  
Once the issue is described, 
he wants to help.”

“It was humbling to get this 
award, because so many in 
our community are equally 

deserving,” said Carter. 
“Every day I see examples of 
people helping each other and 
making a positive difference 
in the lives of others. I want 
to express my appreciation to 
three exemplary colleagues 
who championed my nomi-
nation and are great givers 
themselves—Kathy Vesley 
at Bay Aging, Dr. Elizabeth 
“Sissy” Crowther, and B.H. 
Hubbard.

“I would also like to thank 
Jeff Szyperski and Chesa-
peake Bank for hosting this 
lovely event, as well as the 
community leaders who 
attended and particularly Del. 
Margaret Ransone for her 
kind acknowledgements and 
dedicated public service,” he 
said.

“Mr. Carter devotes his 
time, skills, and knowledge of 
the area without compensation 
and we are able to benefit. He 
continues to establish work 
groups focused on economic 
development, healthcare, and 
educational opportunities 
that will advance our region. 
We are blessed to have such 
a selfless person in our area. 
I admire his ‘let’s get it done’ 
attitude and was pleased to 
be a part of this celebration,” 
concluded Del. Ransone.

From left are Dr. Elizabeth Crowther, Jimmie Carter, Del. Margaret Ransone and B.H. 
Hubbard.

Carter honored by peers upon
receiving volunteerism award

VIRGINIA BEACH—
Summer is here and more 
Virginians will be using their 
bicycles for fun, exercise 
and transportation. In sup-
port of National Bike Safety 
month, AAA Tidewater Vir-
ginia is reminding drivers 
and cyclists about tips to stay 
safe on the road.

 Bicycles are a legitimate 
form of transportation and 
bicyclists are legal drivers of 
vehicles, with laws and regu-
lations established for their 
use. Yet a major issue is that 
many bicyclists feel they are 
not respected by motorists 
and must f ight for their place 
on the road. Like motorists, 
cyclists need space to safely 
operate in traffic.

“Many crashes occur 
because motorists and bicy-
clists fail to give each other 
enough space on shared 
roads,” said Georjeane Blum-
ling, Ph.D., vice president of 
public affairs for AAA Tide-
water.

 Here are a few safety tips 
for drivers around cyclists:

opening your car door and 
when turning right.

slow down and give plenty 
of space—at least three feet 
when possible, and more if 
traveling at highway speeds.

Cars and bicycles can share the road safely
turns.

may need extra room to 
move left when approach-
ing road hazards, and may 
legally occupy a lane that’s 
too narrow for safe passing.

posted signs.
Here are some safety tips 

for cyclists traveling near 
drivers:

practicable (safe and reason-
able), but stay at least three 
feet away from parked cars 
to avoid the “door zone.”

edge where debris, loose 
gravel, or rough road surface 

might cause you to swerve 
into traffic.

shoulder and signal your 
intentions, even when just 
changing position in a lane.

the sidewalk—and in the 
direction of traffic.

crosswalks.

posted signs.
 As part of North America’s 

largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA 
Tidewater Virginia provides 
its more than 325,000 mem-
bers with travel, insurance, 
financial and automotive-
related services.

VIRGINIA BEACH—While 
motorists have witnessed gas 
prices on the rise locally over 
the past two weeks,Virginia’s 
average gas price is currently 
$3.45, 12 cents more than a 
week ago, five cents more than 
a month ago and 20 cents more 
than a year ago.

Several factors may contrib-
ute to the increase, according 
to AAA Tidewater Virginia.

As of July 1, the state levied 
wholesale tax of 3.5% per 
gallon—currently equal to 
11.1 cents per gallon—became 
effective. Some parts of the 
state are also experiencing 
additional wholesale taxes to 
fund transportation projects 
specific to their region.

These wholesale taxes 
replace the previous 17.5 cents 
per gallon retail sales tax on 
gasoline.

Other factors that may be 
affecting retail prices include 
the current price of West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude oil, 
said AAA Tidewater Virginia 
vice president for public affairs 
Georjeane Blumling.

Barrel prices settled 37 cents 

Gas prices on the rise statewide
higher as of July 15 at $106.32 
per barrel. While Egypt is not 
considered a major oil pro-
ducer, its proximity to the 
strategically important Suez 
Canal and major oil produc-
ing nations raise concern of a 
potential disruption to supply 
should violence escalate or 
spread.

Nationally, however, gas 
prices appear to have hit a 
summer-low of $3.47 on July 
7, near the same date as the sea-
sonal low price in recent years. 
In 2011 the national average 
bottomed at $3.54 per gallon 
on June 30. In 2012 it reached 
as low as $3.33 on July 2. The 
national average rose 17 cents 

per gallon in July 2011 and 16 
cents in July 2012. The price 
this year has already jumped 
12 cents in the first 15 days of 
July.

While motorists across 
the country are feeling the 
squeeze of rising pump prices, 
the national average is still a 
full 50 cents below the all-time 
daily high of $4.11 per gallon 
on July 17, 2008.

As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA 
Tidewater Virginia provides its 
more than 325,000 members 
with travel, insurance, finan-
cial and automotive-related 
services.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext.  15

 Resident savings
Virginia residents can visit 

Jamestown Settlement and 
the Yorktown Victory Center, 
state-operated living-history 
museums that tell the story 
of the nation’s beginnings, an 
unlimited number of times 
during an entire year for the 
cost of a single-day ticket.

The American Heritage 
Annual Pass is available 
online to Virginia residents at  
$20.50 per adult and $10.25 
for ages 6 through 12, a sav-
ings of more than 40%. The 
annual pass retails at $35 for 
adults and $17.50 for ages 6 
through 12.

AREA EVENT
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Show off your Toes!

Fungus nail sufferers can now get relief.

Introducing the Cutera Genesis Plus®

laser that clears fungus nails without

surgery, drugs or downtime.

For an appointment call

Dr. Ronald M. Landess, Podiatrist

804-443-6400

Stella & 
Jesse Waltz, P.E., 

Owners
www.jeswork.com

Owned & Operated by Professional
   Engineers!

888-698-2158
FREE INSPECTION & ESTIMATE!
Call Today!

$500 Off!*
*Any job over $3000. Good only when 
presented at time of free inspection. 
Not to be combined with any other offer.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

UNLEVEL
FLOORS?

FYI
River Market

Wine Tasting 
Thursday 1 to 4

White Stone

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Hooked on jewelry?
Midyear Inventory 

Clearance Sale
Last 3 Days – July 25-27
Everything in stock 20-50% off!

Including loose diamonds and gemstones!
Numerous closeout pieces!
Special showcase 75% off!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Reggae by the river
Stuck on a Name from Urbanna brought a different tune to the Music by the River series at 
Belle Isle State Park Saturday. The performance marked the first time for a reggae band on 
the Rappahannock Riverfront stage. From left are Jonny Brinkley, Josh Wright, Drew Luffey 
and Joe Gaskins. The next concert at the park will feature M.S.G. The Acoustic Blues Trio at 
6 p.m. August 10. A $3 parking fee is payable at the gate. There will be supervised crafts and 
activities for the children. Soft drinks and bottled water will be available for 50 cents. Popcorn 
and coffee are free.

The Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners will present a shore-
line program August 10 at St 
John’s Church in Warsaw. 

The target audience is water-
front homeowners with con-
cerns about their shorelines, 
said Master Gardener spokes-
person Sue Lindsey,

The workshop is an intro-
duction to the Master Gar-
deners’ Integrated Shoreline 
Evaluation Assistance (I-SEA) 
program.  The I-SEA team of 
certified “Water Stewards” 
will introduce the concept of 
“integrated shoreline steward-
ship,” said Lindsey.  The team 
will illustrate common prob-
lems related to erosion and 
run off, and suggest a range 
of options available to the 
property owners to maximize 
shoreline health. The team 
also will explain its shore-
line evaluation service, which 
includes an on-site inspection 
to evaluate potential problems 
and feedback in the form of 
ecologically sensitive recom-
mendations, 

At the recent annual gather-
ing of Master Gardener chap-
ters at Virginia Tech, the I-SEA 
program won the statewide 
“Search for Excellence” award 
in the category of Innovative 
Programs, Lindsey said. 

“Recognition by Virginia 
Tech through this award has 
given increased prominence 
to the initiative. The Northern 
Neck Master Gardener team 
looks to share its model with 
other chapters to expand this 
evaluation service to other 
Chesapeake Bay shoreline 
communities.”

To handle the growing 
workload of requests for site 
visits, additional I-SEA team 
members have been recruited 
from within the ranks of the 
Northern Neck Master Gar-
dener group.  Extensive and 
on-going training is required 
of participants.  Seven indi-
viduals attended the Advanced 
Water Steward training classes 
at Virginia Tech in June, taking 
advantage of a course which is 
offered only every three years.

All team members will con-
tinue to attend workshops and 
conferences offered by the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence (VIMS).  Karen Duhring,  
marine advisory scientist at 
VIMS, who has advised and 
guided the program since its 
inception, said “the I-SEA 
program is unique in the ser-
vice it offers to our homeown-
ers living on the Chesapeake 
Bay, and it has been a pleasure 
to work with this dedicated 
and creative group of Master 
Gardeners.”

The workshop will begin 
at 10 a.m.  It is free and 
no advance registration is 
required.  Application forms 
will be available for attendees 
who decide, after hearing the 
I-SEA presentation,  that they 
would like to request an on-
site visit.

To learn more about I-SEA 
and what to expect from the 
upcoming seminar, call the 
Northumberland VA Coop-
erative Extension office at 
580-5694. 

Master Gardeners to bring
shoreline program to Warsaw

America’s forestland is a 
prized natural resource, and 
anyone can help plant trees 
in these vital areas by joining 
the Arbor Day Foundation this 
month.

Through the Replanting Our 
National Forests campaign, 
the Arbor Day Foundation will 
honor each new member who 
joins in July by planting 10 
trees in forests that have been 
devastated by wildfires, insects 
and disease.

The cost for joining the 
Arbor Day Foundation is a $10 
donation.

America’s national forests 
face enormous challenges, 
including unprecedented wild-
fires that have left a backlog of 
more than one million acres in 
need of replanting. The foun-
dation has worked with the 
U.S. Forest Service for more 
than 20 years to plant trees in 
high-need forests.

National forests provide 
habitat for wildlife, keep the 
air clean and help ensure safe 
drinking water for more than 
180 million Americans.

“Keeping our forests healthy 
is vital to the health of people 
and the entire planet,” said 
John Rosenow, founder and 
chief executive of the Arbor 
Day Foundation. “By planting 
trees in our national forests, we 
will preserve precious natu-
ral resources and the benefits 
they provide for generations to 
come.”

To join the Arbor Day Foun-
dation and help plant trees in 
the national forests, send a $10 
membership contribution to 
Replanting Our National For-
ests, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, 
NE 68410, or visit arborday.
org/july.

Join the effort
to replant U.S.
national forests

While grilling food can be 
a fun, healthy way to cook, 
it requires a measure of cau-
tion.

“It’s important not to let 
the fun overshadow grilling 
safely,” said Virginia Farm 
Bureau safety manager Jimmy 
Maass.

Whether using a gas or char-
coal grill, be sure to follow 
manufacturer’s instructions 
on how to set up the grill and 
maintain it. Only use equip-
ment bearing the mark of the 
Underwriters Laboratories, or 

Safe cookouts are the best cookouts
UL, or an independent testing 
laboratory.

Check gas grills regularly 
for leaks in the connections 
using a soap and water mix 
that will show bubbles where 
gas escapes.

“If there is a leak, do not 
ignite the grill,” said Maass. 
“Replace the hose before 
grilling.”

Store gas cylinders outside 
and away from your house, 
and close the gas valves when 
you have finished grilling.

For charcoal grills, only 
use starter fluids designed for 
those grills, he said.

“Never use gasoline, and 
use a limited amount of 
starter fluid. If the fire is too 
slow, rekindle with dry kin-
dling and add more charcoal 
if necessary, but never add 

more liquid fuel or you could 
end up with a flash fire,” said 
Maass.

Before starting, position 
the grill at least three feet 
from other objects, including 
structures and trees or shrubs. 
Never use a grill indoors or in 
a garage—even if the door is 
open—as the grills produce 
carbon monoxide. Avoid grill-
ing on a covered or enclosed 
porch or on top of anything 
flammable.

“If you smell gas while 
cooking, leave the area imme-
diately and call the fire depart-
ment,” Maass said. “Do not 
attempt to move the grill.”

While grilling, protect 
yourself by wearing a heavy 
apron and an oven mitt that 
fits over your forearm. Keep 
a garden hose or bucket of 
water nearby in case of a fire 
or to use on a burn. Also keep 
a first-aid kit stocked with 
products for outdoor activities 
nearby, as well as a phone.

Remember also to cook 
meats to the proper tempera-
ture. Fresh beef, veal or lamb 
should be cooked to 145 
degrees; poultry should be 
cooked to 165 degrees; pork 
and ham should be cooked 
to 145 degrees; and ground 
meats—excluding turkey and 
chicken—should be cooked 
to 160 degrees. Cook ground 
turkey and ground chicken to 
165 degrees.    

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?

editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)

AREA EVENT

 Resident savings
The United Daughters of the 

Confederacy (UDC) is seeking 
ladies in the area interested in 
joing the organization. They 
qualify by having an ancestor 
who was in the Confederacy. 
The UDC has a long history in 
Virginia of working to preserve 
Southern history and monu-
ments. Call registrar Cheryl 
Davis at 580-2245.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

VICENZA, ITALY—If Assisi is the city 
of Saint Francis and Padua the City of 

Saint Anthony, then Vicenza is the City of 
Andrea Palladio, the 16th-century architect 
whose work and writings inspired the young 
Thomas Jefferson to follow in his footsteps. 
This summer, as every summer, Venice is 
filled with several hundred thousand tour-
ists, making the city a carpet of wall-to-wall 
people. Vicenza, on the other hand, is filled 
with several hundred tourists at most, giving 
those who make the effort to come here a pic-
ture of the real Italy.

This region is known as the Veneto, and 
Vicenza is an hour-and-twenty-minute train 
ride from Santa Lucia, the main rail station 
for Venice. Also unlike Venice, Vicenza is 
clean and neat, perhaps because of the rela-
tive paucity of tourists. From the station, the 
jaunt across the park into town is short, and 
then suddenly one is in the 16th century, the 
only signs of modernity being the occasional 
gelati merchant, as cars are banned from the 
city center.

Vicenza is a Roman city, now known for 
its cluster of Palladian buildings within its 
confines and the temple-like villas he built 
for wealthy clients in the adjoining coun-
tryside. The jewel of the city is the Olympic 

Theater designed by Palladio and completed 
by his pupil Scamozzi. It revives the ancient 
theatrical concept of a huge half-round tier of 
seats looking down on the stage. The back-
ground scenes depict the streets of Vicenza, 
thus giving the effect of being outdoors when 
indoors.

The entrance to the theater is off Matteotti 
Park, named for Giacomo Matteotti, the social-
ist newspaperman who wrote against Musso-
lini and the Fascists, resulting in his becoming 
one of their first victims. Dominating the park 
is the Civic Museum, one of Palladio’s great-
est accomplishments, showing his mastery of 
the different orders of classical architecture in 
its columns, arches and pediments. Walking 
up the hill from the museum, one passes other 
Palladian structures, ultimately reaching the 
Palladian Museum.

The exhibits of the museum expose the visi-

tor to the wealth of the architect’s designs, and 
their universal application. Intricate wooden 
cutaway models of some of his famous build-
ings show the extent of his attention to the 
smallest details. The walls are hung with 
pictures of structures around the world from 
North Carolina to Liberia that demonstrate 
Palladio’s pervasive influence. Some are 
simple  cottages; others are magnificent plan-
tations, all reflecting the neoclassical style 
that he championed. 

Vicenza is a modern city as well, but moder-
nity in no way has impinged on its historic 
hub. Fortuitously, the city was spared some 
of the ravages of bombing during the Second 
World War. When I first came here over 30 
years ago, and on other visits, the lead guide at 
the Olympic Theater was a gentleman named 
Luigi Rossi. When I first heard him speak, I 
thought he was a transplant from New Jersey. 
We became friends and I learned the true tale 
of his biography.

He was captured as a young Italian soldier 
during the Second World War, and sent to 
America for imprisonment in New Jersey. He 
said that he wanted to escape, and he realized 
that to achieve that end, he had to be able to 
pass himself off as an American. He listened 
attentively to every word his guards spoke, 

and learned to master their diction by practice 
in his cell. He never escaped, but the English 
he taught himself under those circumstances 
remained with him all his life. On postwar 
visits back to the United States, no one would 
accept him as an Italian because his English 
was so proficient.

Signor Rossi is gone now, but I remember 
walking alone with him around the streets 
of this city in which Andrea Palladio was 
more like his neighbor than an historical 
figure, and I have enjoyed passing some of 
his enthusiasm on to my good wife and the 
two B.Es.

Because the city is set in time, having sur-
vived wars, be they Napoleonic or Fascist, 
it remains a bubble of the 16th century in 
the modern world. The encroachments of 
modernity in the form of hotels and grocery 
shops are not intrusive and the ambience of 
tradition remains.

Vicenza is not on every tourist’s itinerary, 
but for those diehards who want to experi-
ence history in a contemporary setting, the 
city should be a must. For the few hours we 
have been here, the modern world is not in 
our consciousness, and Andrea Palladio is our 
guide, as he was two-and-a-half centuries ago 
for Thomas Jefferson.

Vicenza, on the other hand, 
is filled with several hundred 
tourists at most, giving those 
who make the effort to come 
here a picture of the real Italy.

Focal Point

Breakfast on the links: This fella enjoys a nut while golfers play through at King Carter Golf 
Club. 

Photo by John Howard

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
RRecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Shouldn’t we ask questions 
about how the Zimmerman/
Martin case was handled by the 
media and politicians?

We tragically have a young man 
dead and another man accused of 
murder. Now we have a not guilty 
verdict. Did the media and politi-
cians use this tragedy to promote 
themselves? 

Why did this case get national 
attention and bring out racial 
tension? Was it that the act took 
place?

I believe the answer is clearly 
no. It happens many times every 
day and does not get national 
attention. Was it the fact that a 
young black man was killed? 

Again, clearly the answer is 
no. Tragically, that happens every 
day.

Was it the fact that the person 
who killed the young man was of 
a different race?

Again, the answer is no.
But it started a media event.
NBC doctored a 911 call to 

make it sound like Mr. Zimmer-
man had gone after Mr. Martin 
because he was black and wear-
ing a hoodie. The fact was the 
911 operator asked Mr. Martin 
for a description including cloth-
ing.

Once the racial issue was inter-
jected, a full-blown media frenzy 
took root. The president came out 
and said if he had a son he would 
look like Mr. Martin.  

Mr. Zimmerman was painted 
a racist profiler by the media and 
overzealous prosecutor. Factu-
ally, the statements turn out to be 
false.

You have to ask, did the media 
attack a private citizen just to sell 
product? Did the president and 
prosecutor enter this because 
the young man died or was it for 
political reasons? If it was not 
political, why doesn’t the presi-
dent enter it every day for all the 
young people, regardless of race? 

I believe the media and the 
president used this tragedy for 

Opportunity
knocks for media
and the president

their own purposes and not a 
search for truth.

Al Hall,
Reedville 

A letter writer in the July 18 
Rappahannock Record discusses, 
in large part, what most everyone 
knows; the past decade has been 
warmer than usual. 

However, the real issue is 
ignored. Why, with co2 continu-
ing to increase, has there been 
no further increase in global 
warming during the past 15 or 16 
years? 

The writer quotes a WMO 
official as saying, in part, that the 
“underlying trend is clearly in 
an upward direction, more so in 
recent times.”  

Really?
At the recent Senate hearing 

on climate, not one scientist took 
issue with the fact that there has 
been no further increase in the 
temperature for over a decade.

During the past several thou-
sand years there have been sev-
eral periods as warm, or warmer, 
all long before any possible 
human impact. Mother Nature 
was clearly responsible for these 
earlier warmings. To now assign 
responsibility elsewhere there 
must first be evidence.  

The only potential link between 
human activity and climate is the 
excess co2 being generated by 
more recent human activity.  But 
there is no indication over geo-
logic periods, or currently, that 
co2 increase influences global 
warming.

The trace gas co2, as a fraction 
of atmospheric gases, represents 
only .0004.  That fraction is more 
commonly referred to as 4/100 of 
one percent, or 400ppmv (parts 
per million by volume).  But 
only 5% of the total co2 volume 
has been caused by human activ-
ity.  The other 95% is by Mother 
Nature.

The 5% represents (.05 X 
.0004) = .00002 of the atmo-
sphere.  But wait … the U.S. 
contribution is less than half, so 
.00001.  Obama is promising to 

Where is
the evidence?

reduce our future contributions 
by 17%, at no small cost. Recall 
that the co2 level has been 10 to 
20 times higher in the more dis-
tant past. 

Does anyone believe Mother 
Nature will even notice?

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Do You Remember?
This photo is believed to be from the Irvington School around 1922. If you have information 
about the location, or anyone in the photo, call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn at 804-296-0930. “Do You Remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

Memories came flooding back 
after reading Gary Wood’s article 
about Wicomico Parish’s bells. 
I know for a fact that the bells 
were never rung by rope, as I 
was the first one to ring them at 
age 14. They were electric from 
the beginning. It was true that the 
vibration caused the entire church 
to shudder. I would back myself 
up against the wall before I threw 
the three switches in the unlikely 
event the bells might fall. 

I was also altar boy and sang 
in the choir. Harry Baldwin was 
parish priest. The Sunday the 
bells were dedicated, Elsie Ball 
Bowley rang them while I stood 
beside her.

I was in confirmation class 
during the construction of the 
narthex and belfry. As I waited 
for each class to begin, I hid in 
the belfry using the ladder that 
the construction crew had in 
place. Mariah Biddlecomb drove 
her two sisters, Johanna and 
Winifred, to class and when they 
arrived, I would come down from 
my hiding place and join them. I 
was the only boy in the class.

When entering the church 
in the new narthex, the three 
switches for the bells were on 
the left and behind that wall was 
the changing (cloaking) room for 
the women in the choir. On the 
right was the changing room for 
the men. Once when I was ring-
ing the bells, Owen Snow, who 
was changing in the men‘s choir 
room, dropped a heavy wooden 
hanger. I was startled as I thought 
one of the bells had slipped! I 
was the bell ringer for at least two 
years. 

Mitchell Forrester,
Kilmarnock

Remembering
Wicomico bells

Diversity is the spice of life. Nowhere is this 
more apparent than where land and water 

meet. The blending of terrestrial and aquatic 
environments creates a wetland, an ecosystem 
that often supports more life than either the land 
or water alone.

When thinking of wetlands, many people 
envision the marshes found mainly along the 
shore of the Chesapeake Bay and tidal portions 
of rivers. They recognize the value of these wet-
lands as spawning and nursery grounds for fish, 
shellfish and crabs. Waterfowl and wading birds 
nest and feed here.

The meandering flow of water provides 
opportunities for boating, crabbing and bird 
watching. Low-lying marshes also store flood-
waters, minimizing erosion. As this water is 
slowly released it has essentially been cleansed. 
The nutrients are processed by the grasses and 
shrubs, and pollutants and sediments are inter-
cepted and trapped.

The importance of another type of wetland, 
the forested wetland, is often overlooked. Many 
forested wetlands have standing water only on a 
seasonal or temporary basis. These “saturated” 
wetlands provide the same benefits as marshes 
although it may not be apparent.

As with all wetland types, the hydrology, or 
the movement of water, drives the saturated 
forested wetland system. The hydrologic cycle 
has a wet and a dry phase that is affected by 
local weather, climate changes and activities by 
people.

From early summer to late fall, precipitation 
within the Chesapeake Bay watershed becomes 
less frequent. Vegetation, particularly trees, use 
large amounts of water to grow. As a result, the 
groundwater in saturated forested wetlands may 
drop to a foot or more below the surface. This 
is the dry phase, and a casual observer would 
scarcely recognize the habitat as a wetland.

The wet phase begins in late fall through 
spring. Nourished by thaws, spring rains and 
dormant vegetation, groundwater levels rise, 
often covering the surface of the wetland. The 
wetland habitat is strikingly apparent. This alter-
nating dry-wet cycle influences the diversity of 
plant life, which in turn influences the types of 
wildlife found here.

Many species of trees are found in saturated 
wetlands, including red maple, sweet gum, black 
gum, American holly, willow oak and loblolly 
pine. Highbush blueberry, spicebush and sweet 
pepperbush are some of the common shrubs. 
The forest floor explodes with a variety of flow-
ering plants, ferns and vines.

Spring moisture and warming temperatures 
promote a literal rebirth for some species. Small 
saturated areas and temporary pools are critical 
to amphibians like frogs, toads and salaman-
ders. They gather here to mate and lay eggs. 
These then become nurseries for green frogs, 
wood frogs, spring peepers, red-spotted newts 
and spotted salamanders.

Bird watchers can appreciate the importance 
of saturated forested wetlands, which provide 
breeding and nesting habitat for both migratory 
as well as year-round resident birds. Common 
yellowthroat, black-and-white warbler, Ken-
tucky warbler, ovenbirds, tufted titmouse and 
wood thrush are a few of the birds whose songs 
can be heard here. Dead hollow trees, known as 
snags, provide prime nest sites for cavity-nest-
ing birds like wood ducks and many species of 
woodpeckers and owls. Although one may only 
spy their tracks, black bear, white-tailed deer, 
raccoon, opossum and river otter are just a few 
of the larger mammals who call these forested 
wetlands their home.

Just like marshes, forested wetlands are great 
places to hunt, fish, watch wildlife or explore.

Saturated forested wetlands literally breathe 

Wetlands are life support system 
for all that lives in or near them

by Kathy Reshetiloff, Bay Journal News Service

WETLANDS, continued on page A7
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Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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NNSWCD District Office
5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572
804 333-3525, ext 102

Announcement!
VA Agricultural Best

Management Practices
Cost-Share Program

FY  SIGNUP 
IS NOW OPEN

Through Friday, August 

For information or to sign up, 
please contact:

78th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 25th - AUGUST 3th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

78th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2013 FORD ESCAPE

Provided by Bill Talley Ford & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

life into the ecosystem. They 
support a huge diversity of 
plants from tiny mosses to 
humongous trees. A multitude 
of animals use these areas for 
mating, spawning, nesting and 
rearing their young. They help 
protect property and clean 
waterways.

These often overlooked and 
underappreciated swampy 
lands preserve the biodiversity 
and healthy functioning of our 
planet.

Kathy Reshetiloff works for 
the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Distributed by Bay Jour-
nal News Service.

Wetlands
continued from page A6

R I C H M O N D — G o v . 
Bob McDonnell on July 15 
announced the procedures 
for automatically restor-
ing, on an individualized 
basis, civil rights to nonvio-
lent felons. The process was 
established with the help of 
multiple recommendations 
by stakeholder groups and 
affected agencies. 

On May 29, the govenor 
announced he would imple-
ment an automatic restora-
tion process, within the con-
fines of Virginia law, to those 
who complete their sentence, 
probation or parole; pay all 
court costs, f ines, restitution, 
and complete other court-
ordered conditions; and have 
no pending felony charges.

“As a former prosecu-
tor and attorney general, I 
strongly believe that the fore-
most priority of government 
is the safety and protection 
of our citizens,” said Gov. 
McDonnell.  “When people 
commit crimes, they must be 
punished in accordance with 
the law.  But once they have 
served their time and fully 
paid for their crimes, they 
should be given an opportu-
nity to return to their lives as 
full participants in our soci-
ety. 

“That is why we have 
implemented an effective 
statewide prisoner re-entry 
program to help prepare 
offenders to return to their 
communities as productive 
law-abiding citizens,” he 
continued. “ A critical com-
ponent of ensuring the secu-
rity and protection of our 
citizens is reducing recidi-
vism. Over 90% of inmates 
will be released from prison 
back into society.  By making 
sure we have an effective 
system in place to give past 
offenders the opportunity to 
resume their lives as produc-
tive citizens, we can better 
keep them from committing 
another crime and returning 
to prison.  This reduces vic-
timization and prison expan-
sion and is smart govern-
ment.”

 “Having stakeholder and 
state agency collaboration 
was invaluable in solving 
the complex challenges of 
transitioning to an automatic 
restoration of rights system,” 
said Secretary of the Com-
monwealth Janet Kelly.

Her office had been work-
ing internally on the transi-
tion for several months, but 
there were several signifi-

Gov. McDonnell announces restoration
of voting rights for nonviolent felons

“Those who have served their time, paid 
all fines, costs, and restitution and met 
other court-ordered conditions, will be 
able to regain their voting and civil rights 
as quickly as possible through a process 
that is automatic and individualized.” 

—Gov. Bob McDonnell

to prevent manual data entry 
and allow for electronic 
updates each week (to be 
funded and completed soon).

-
tising and outreach compo-
nent that will be conducted 
with the assistance of the 
stakeholders.

of court to ensure that any 
information needed from 
them is produced in a timely 
manner.

Individuals must receive 
their rights restoration order 
from the governor before 
they submit a voter registra-
tion application. Individu-
als who have their rights 
restored should still register 
to vote, as non-felon citizens 
are required to do.

SOC will send names of 
those who have had their 
rights restored on a weekly 
basis to State Board of Elec-
tions. 

Additional Information, 
including the Contact Form 
and  FAQ’s on the new pro-
cess can be found at com-
monwealth.virginia.gov/ror. 

For those who have had 
non-violent felony convic-
tions in the past, they can 
contact the Secretary’s Office 
by:

individual can fill out this 
form and mail it in to the 
Secretary of the Common-
wealth. The contact form has 
basic information that staff 
needs to move forward with 
their request

Restoration of Rights staff 
will be able to take down the 
information needed to move 
forward with their request

-
wealth.virginia.gov/ror: The 
web portal will be active by 
August 1.  Individuals can 
submit online the informa-
tion needed to move forward 
with their request.

cant obstacles for which they 
needed creative solutions, 
said Kelly,

“The biggest challenge 
involved locating felons who 
had been out of the legal 
system for years or even 
decades.  We could easily 
find the felons who were cur-
rently in the system or who 
had previously expressed 
an interest in getting their 
rights back. However, there 
is no accurate comprehen-
sive database of felons who 
are not currently in the legal 
or corrections system and 
have been released from pro-
bation, and the stakeholder 
group helped us to find cre-
ative solutions to meet that 
challenge,” she said.

“Governor McDonnell’s 
plan creates a path for many 
people, who have paid their 
debt to society, to fully par-
ticipate in society and stand 
alongside their neighbors 
at the voting booth,” said 
Advancement Project co-
director Penda D. Hair.

“As we continue outreach 
work with our partners 
throughout Virginia, inform-
ing eligible individuals 
about the new rights restora-
tion process and connecting 
them with the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth’s off ice, 
the new policy will go a 
long way in helping people 
f inally get back their most 
fundamental of rights,” said 
Hair. “We are pleased to hear 
the governor has commit-
ted suff icient resources to 
automatically restore rights 
to the 500 to 700 eligible 
people completing their sen-
tences every month. This 
will help stem the tide of 
disenfranchisement, while 
the additional resources he 
has added chip away at the 
hundreds of thousands of 
Virginians who have pre-
viously lost their rights.”  
Advancement Project was 
part of the working group 
who made recommendations 
to the new system.

Process for Automatic 
Restoration of Rights

Over the past 45 days, the 
Secretary of the Common-
wealth’s Office (SOC) has 
met with stakeholder groups 
to get their input and rec-
ommendations.  Many of 
their recommendations were 
implemented through this 
new process including:

felons who have been out of 
the legal system for years or 
decades.

A contact form is currently 
on the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth’s website.  The 
form can be mailed to Office 
of the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, Restoration of 
Rights Division, P.O. Box 
2454, Richmond, VA 23218; 
or faxed to 804-786-9549. 
Forms will be made avail-
able at probation and parole 
offices as well.

A web-based form for 
direct submission online will 
be available by August 1 at 
commonwealth.virginia.gov/
ror.

A toll free number, 
1-800-575-9177, is avail-
able for people who do not 
have access to a computer or 
would prefer to call and pro-
vide the information neces-
sary to ensure the criteria is 
met.

statutory burglary and break-
ing and entering offenses as 
non-violent crimes eligible 
for automatic restoration of 
rights.  More serious types 
of statutory burglary and 
breaking and entering such 
as those with the intent to 
commit serious bodily harm 
or entering with a deadly 
weapon will be moved to the 
violent offenses list.

targeted at state agencies 
who conduct criminal back-
ground checks, and other 
suggestions for reducing 
bottlenecks in the process.

the State Board of Elections 

I am considering moving 
my mother to live with 
me or near me here in 
Virginia. What are some 
of the things I should be 
considering besides living 
options?

There are many things to 
consider and prepare for, 
prior to a move, as well as 
special considerations with 
older adults. Here are a few 
to assist you:

(AAA). Your local AAA is 
a wonderful organization to 
help you with any transition.  
To find the Area Agency on 
Aging that supports your area 
of Virginia, visit seniornavi-
gator.org and type in the topic 
‘Area Agency on Aging’

Whatever the circum-
stances, they can support 
your family through a vari-
ety of programs they have 
to offer or make recommen-
dations to their partnering 
agencies.  For example, if 
you are in need of advice on 
new insurances, they have 
an insurance counseling pro-
gram (VICAP) to help, there 
is an ombudsman program 
that can assist with rec-
ommendations on assisted 
living and nursing facili-
ties, and they have home-
delivered meal programs, 
to assist if relocating to her 
own apartment or even your 
home. 

Many services have no or 
little cost to them since they 
are subsidized by federal and 
state funding, while other 

services are on a sliding-
scale ability to pay. 

-
als. Have medical appoint-
ments lined up and medical 
records transferred prior to 
the move to avoid any gaps 
in care. Depending on the 
family member’s health, 
many older adults can expe-
rience moving/transfer shock 
as a result of a move and can 
experience medical issues 
needing immediate atten-
tion. Also make sure they 
have ample supply of medi-
cations before the move.

Seek the advice of a lawyer 
and financial planner regard-
ing options for moving. 
These include reviewing 
any legal documents (wills, 
advance directives, etc.) to 
ensure they are in compli-
ance with the new state’s 
regulations. This could also 
be advice on selling the pri-
mary residence, 

given to many government 
agencies—Medicare, Social 
Security, Veterans Affairs 
and Social Services.

advance care directives and 
wills.  Keep in mind that 
laws vary between states, 
and some states have fairly 
loose laws compared to Vir-
ginia.  Weigh the options of 
completing some of these 
documents before leaving the 
old state versus setting up an 
appointment upon moving 
to Virginia to ensure you do 
not have to spend twice the 

legal fees. If there is going 
to be a gap in time before 
moving, notify a lawyer in 
the originating state and ask 
for guidance with Virginia 
law in mind.

other considerations, such 
as medical insurance, bank-
ing, relocation specialists, 
possible veterans benefits 
to assist in the next stage of 
life, and prepaid cremation 
and burial plots, visit senior-
navigator.org and select the 
“Caregiving” article sec-
tion to the right, and then 
the subsection “Relocation/
Moving” under Caregiving 
Basics.

ANSWERS ON AGING

How do YOU
stay informed?

Every day, decisions are made about
how to spend your tax dollars. Where
is your money going?

You can find out by picking up your
local newspaper and reading public
notices. Now, Virginia newspapers are
giving you another option to access
many public notices: your computer. 

Visit www.publicnoticeads.com and
click on Virginia to find an online ver-
sion of the public records published by
this newspaper and across the state. 

www.publicnoticeads.com
Another way newspapers are 

keeping you informed. Every day. 
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Concert precedes carnival
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department hosted the Original Rondels in concert at the 
carnival grounds off Waverly Avenue Saturday. evening. Despite the heat, a crowd turned 
out for the music and Crosby’s recipe fried chicken. The KVFD anticipates more crowds this 
week for the 78th annual Firemen’s Festival. The carnival opens tonight, July 25, and continues 
through August 3. The Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center 

celebrated National Ice Cream Day July 18.
More than  40 residents gathered in the Main Dining 

Room to make their own personal batch of homemade ice 
cream. With three simple ingredients placed into a large 
bag with salt and ice, residents were on their way to making 
their own delicious treat.

After f ive minutes of shaking, their liquid had conformed 
into soft-serve ice cream where then they chose different 
yummy toppings.  This is a favorite summertime treat of 
ours which is so easy to make and amazing to eat.

The residents would like to share the recipe so that you 
and your family might enjoy it as well.

Combine 2 tablespoons of sugar, 1 cup of half and half 
and a ½ teaspoon of vanilla extract into a quart-size zip 
lock bag and set to the side. In a gallon-size zip lock bag 
you will place ½ cup of salt (the bigger the granules, the 
better) and enough ice to fill the bag half way.  Place your 
quart size bag into the gallon bag and shake…shake…
shake… for about 5 minutes or until your ice cream mix-
ture hardens.

When it has, take your ice cream bag out of the ice and 
salt bag, add in your toppings and eat the ice cream right 
out of the bag! Easy clean up.  We hope you enjoy this 
recipe as much as we have.

Send us a letter and/or picture of you making and eating 
your ice cream right out of the bag. We will display them 
during our August Beach Week. You can mail it to Mary 
Lorenzino-activity director,  P.O. Box 1509,  Kilmarnock, 
VA  22482.

Hazel Tomlin enjoys her homemade bagged ice cream

Lancashire Lines
by Mary K. Lorenzino, activity director, 

Lancashire Convalescent & Rehabilitation Center 

R I C H M O N D — W i t h 
months of summer heat and 
humidity still ahead, Dominion 
Virginia Power is encouraging 
its customers to use energy 
wisely. Dominion is offering 
tips to ensure that customers 
remain safe and as comfortable 
as possible and save money.

During times of extremely 
hot weather, residential elec-
tricity usage can soar, lead-
ing to higher bills. Home 
energy conservation reduces 
residential bills and helps to 
ensure there is enough elec-
tricity to meet all customers’ 
needs.

Dominion offers these tips 
to help lower electric bills and 
energy usage while keeping 
homes comfortable:

Postpone activities that 
require hot water, such as 

washing dishes or clothes, 
to early morning or late eve-
ning. This will avoid adding 
more heat and humidity to the 
home.

Avoid using the stove if pos-
sible and consider grilling out-
side instead. Plan carefully to 
minimize the number of trips 
in and out of the home, which 
allow heat to enter.

Raise the temperature set-
ting on the thermostat. For 
every degree raised, custom-
ers can save as much as 3% on 
cooling costs.

Turn off unnecessary lights. 
They add to the heat in the 
home. Consider switching to 
cooler, energy-efficient CFL 
bulbs or LED bulbs.

Use ceiling fans and por-
table floor fans to move the 
air around in the home. If the 

home does not have air con-
ditioning, fans are essential 
for cooling. In homes with 
air conditioning, fans allow 
residents to raise the thermo-
stat and save energy without 
affecting comfort.

Close drapes during the hot-
test times of the day to block 
heat from entering the home.

Make sure window air con-
ditioners are sized correctly. 
Ones that are too small will 
run constantly but not cool the 
room. Ones that are too large 
use more energy than neces-
sary.

Clean filters in window air 
conditioning units and clean 
or replace filters in central air 
conditioning systems. Clogged 
filters cause air conditioners to 
use more energy than neces-
sary to keep a home cool.

Dominion encourages wise use 
of electricity during hot weather

What time and where?  RRecord.com

Do you know a great country 
doctor?  The kind of physician 
who still makes house calls and 
accepts the occasional apple 
pie or roast turkey for a fee?

If so, he or she may qualify as 
the 2013 Country Doctor of the 
Year.  Presented by Staff Care, 
Inc., a national health care staff-
ing firm based in Irving, Texas, 
the Country Doctor of the Year 
Award honors the spirit, skill 
and dedication of America’s 
rural medical practitioners.

As part of the award, Staff 
Care will provide the 2013 
Country Doctor of the Year 
with a temporary physician for 
two weeks at no charge, so the 
award recipient can take time 
away from his or her practice, 
a service valued at $10,000.  
According to Staff Care presi-
dent Sean Ebner, rural doctors 
often cannot find physicians to 
cover their practices and so have 
difficulty taking vacations.   

Nominations for the 2013 
Country Doctor of the Year 
Award will be accepted for 
physicians who practice in 
rural communities and who 
are engaged in such primary 
care areas as general practice, 
family practice, internal medi-
cine and pediatrics. Anyone 
can nominate a physician, 
including friends, patients, co-
workers or family members, 
and all stories or anecdotes 
about the physician’s practice 
are welcomed.

Nomination forms can be 
downloaded at www.coun-
trydoctoraward.com, or call 
800-685-2272. Completed 
nominations must be received 
no later than October 21.

Nominations
sought for 
Country
Doctor
of the Year


