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Mitch Alga Sr. will lead Irvington’s ‘Hometown Parade’
by Audrey Thomasson

I

rvington will celebrate Independence Day tomorrow, July 4, with its traditional “Hometown
Parade” led by grand marshal Mitchell J. Alga Sr.
The parade will begin at 10 a.m. and will wind
down King Carter Drive and Irvington Road, ending
in the Commons. Line up is at 9 a.m. at Crockett’s
Landing.
In addition to the grand marshal, parade entries
will include the mayor, town ofﬁcials, the Kilmarnock & District Pipe Band, children on bicycles,
antique cars, Shriner cars and decorated golf carts.
Antique cars will assemble on the Commons following the parade.
“I’m a come-here,” Alga says proudly of his move
to Irvington 60 years ago with his late wife, Mary.
The move from Baltimore to manage The Tides
Inn was not a big stretch for the former accountant
and banker.
“I’m from a small town where you live a more
sedate life,” he said of his home town of Turlock,
Calif., a farming community outside Modesto in
central California.
After serving in the U.S. Coast Guard during

World War II, Alga ended up in Baltimore where he
ﬁnished his education at University of Baltimore and
started a family.
Mary was a Baltimore native who spent her
summer vacations at her grandfather Leland James’s
Irvington home. It didn’t take any persuading for her
to make the move.
Upon his arrival at his new job in 1953, The
Tides Inn founder and owner Ennolls Stephens
gave him advice. “He told me to be a good citizen,”
Alga said.
He took the advice to heart in his career and in his
service to the community he came to love.
He moved from his eight-months-a-year job at
The Tides Inn to a long career in banking including
regional vice president of People’s Bank of White
Stone (now Union First) and executive vice president
for Chesapeake Bank, and as an accountant.
Alga’s been a member of Kilmarnock-IrvingtonWhite Stone Rotary Club since 1957, serving as
president in 1962. He is a charter member and
former treasurer of Indian Creek Yacht and Country
Club.
The father of four served six years on the Lancaster school board, including a stint as chairman,

and eight years as a founding member of the board
of directors of Rappahannock Community College.
He was a board member of the Mary Ball Washington Museum, secretary of the Lancaster County
Electoral Board for 20 years and treasurer and
founding board member of Foundation for Historic
Christ Church.
He has served the Lancaster Chapter of the American Red Cross as treasurer, on the Northern Neck
board of Bank of Virginia, as trustee for the Jessie
Ball duPont graveyard trust, and director emeritus of
The Tidewater Foundation board.
The Coast Guard veteran is a member of Grace
Episcopal Church and continues to volunteer at
Rappahannock General Hospital.
At 91, Alga will reluctantly surrender his usual
position on the parade route guiding parade participants safely through Irvington. Instead he will be
chauffeured by his son, David, in a 1967 Mustang
convertible. His other children, James, Mary Ann
Sink and Mitchell Jr. plan to attend.
“It’s a great honor. I appreciate being selected,” he
said from his home on Carters Creek.
The parade is sponsored by the Irvington Village
Improvement Association.

Newsome is the grand marshal for Reedville events
by Renss Greene

A

s the nation prepares for the
Fourth of July, Reedville is
planning its Independence Day
weekend celebrations on Saturday,
July 6. Festivities will include a
5K race, music, a craft fair, a boat
display, a parade presided over by
grand marshal Debbie Newsome,
and, of course, fireworks.
Newsome is a Realtor and
deeply involved local citizen,
according to event coordinator Danny Haynie. She and her
husband, John, own Callao Car
Center. Newsome also is owner of
Newsome Appraisal Service.
She is co-chair of the Northumberland County special education
advisory committee, a member
of the Northumberland Middle
School improvement committee, a
representative on the community
board of the Bank of Lancaster
and a Sunday school teacher.

Debbie Newsome

Newsome says she entered
public life in 1985 when she won
a local pageant and became Miss
Callao Volunteer Fire Department.

She later served in the Callao Volunteer Fire Department Ladies’
Auxiliary and from 1986 to 2003
served on the Callao firemen’s
parade committee.
In those 17 years, she never
actually saw the parade, instead
always working inside the
Callao firehouse, said Newsome.
Although she is retired from
the parade committee, she stays
involved with the fire department
fundraisers.
As grand marshal, she will
have a great view of the Reedville
parade: she’ll be sitting right in
the middle of it.
The “Good Old-Fashioned
Fourth” celebration is sponsored
by the Reedville Fishermen’s
Museum, Bethany United Methodist Church, Fairfields Volunteer
Fire Departmment and the Greater
Reedville Association,
Activities begin at 6:45 a.m.
Saturday with the Firecracker 5K

registration. For online registration, see reedvillerun.org. The
race will start at 8 a.m.
Children’s events start at 10
a.m. The kid-friendly fun includes
old-fashioned games, a build-aboat activity, pie-eating contest,
and a homemade ice-cream demo.
Tattoos, face painting and a firetruck hose-down add to the excitement.
The Artist’s Arena Craft Fair
features vendors, a bake sale and
good eats. Music by Russ can be
heard from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The annual parade down Main
Street will commence at 3 p.m.
To enter the parade, call Haynie at
453-3127 or 580-0831.
Capping off the day is the magical fireworks display over Cockrell’s Creek at 9 p.m.
The celebration continues at 3
p.m. Sunday, July 7, with a patriotic music performance by the
Festival Chorale at Festival Halle.

Mitchell J. Alga Sr.

Record office to
be closed July 4-5
The Rappahannock Record
ofﬁce will be closed Thursday,
July 4, and Friday, July 5, in
observance of the Independence
Day holiday.
The ofﬁce will re-open at 9
a.m. Monday, July 8. Regular
deadlines will be in effect—display advertising 5 p.m. on Mondays, news and classiﬁed advertising noon on Tuesdays.
News items may be submitted to editor@RRecord.com and
display and classiﬁed advertisements may be sent to mail@
RRecord.com.
Send postal mail to P.O. Box
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482;
fax items to 435-2632, or submit
them by hand through the mail
slot on the front door at 27 North
Main Street, Kilmarnock.
Have a safe Fourth of July
holiday.

Crab supplies down, prices up as July 4 weekend approaches
by Larry Chowning
A bushel of number one jimmies
(large male hard crabs) are bringing
$300 at Linton’s Seafood in Crisﬁeld,
Maryland.
The price is not that high here in
Middlesex, but locally-picked crabmeat is selling for as high as $25 a
pound in stores.
It all goes back to supply and
demand. Kevin Wade of J&W Seafood in Deltaville said the local crab
catch, which has been depressed,
has picked up the last couple weeks
in certain areas. “The jury is still out
on whether the overall catch for this
season will be good or bad,” he said.
“There is a lot of speculation on
why we haven’t been catching many
crabs, but I’m not one to speculate,”
Wade said. “We are hopeful the catch
is going to pick up.”
With the numbers down, some
commercial watermen are getting as
much as $90 for a bushel of number
one jimmies at the dock. The price
range for a bushel of number one
jimmie crabs has been $40 to $120
in recent years. Last year, when there
were plenty of crabs, the price dipped
to $40 a bushel. They were as high as
$120 earlier this season.
Urbanna waterman Jonesey Payne
ﬁshes 80 crab pots in Robinson and
Urbanna creeks and the Rappahannock River. “I’m catching about a
bushel and a half of number one jim-

A bushel of number one jimmies

mies, and another half bushel of mixed
number two jimmies and sooks a day,”
he said. “That’s not many crabs, but
the price is very good.”
Payne sells to Shores and Ruark
Seafood on Robinson Creek and said
he is getting $30 a bushel for a mixed
bushel of number two jimmies and
sooks.
“We just aren’t catching many crabs,
but the price makes it worthwhile for
me to keep on crabbing,” said Payne.
“Some of the boys further upriver
are ﬁshing 250 pots and are catching
three to three-and-a-half bushels of
number ones, but they have to burn
more gas than I do,” said Payne.
Joey Williams of Williams and Son
Seafood in Remlik has 150 crab pots
and 210 peeler pots in the Rappahannock River. Joey and his father
Thomas work together and sell crabs
retail and wholesale.
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J. Williams said the fact prices are
up and supplies down is not necessarily a bad thing for crabbers. “This
year and last year we did not see the
peeler runs that we normally see,”
he said. “But the runs, even though
they are small, last longer. When we
had the big runs we’d shed 200 dozen
crabs and it would work us to death,
but now it’s spread out and not as hard
on us.”
Williams said the downside to
the limited supply is not being able
to meet the demand of his July 4th
steamed hard crab business. “There is
no way we will meet Bethpage Campground’s hard-crab demand this weekend,” he said.
Williams said some customers have
shown resistance to the higher prices.
“When the price is high, not everyone
can afford to eat crabs, and that’s a
shame,” he said.
The scarcity of crabs has impacted
supply and demand at local restaurants
too. Judy Erskine of Virginia Street
Cafe says she has to pay more for softshells this year and that price increase
is passed on to her customers.
However, the real problem, she
said, is not price, but supply. “Up until
this week I’ve only been able to get
about two dozen a week from Shores
and Ruark,” Erskine said. “They just
haven’t had them, because if they had
them they would get them for me.”
Some good news is that for the July
4th weekend, Erskine was delivered
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This “prime” soft-shell crab was shed Monday at Williams and Son Seafood
in Remlik. Crabs have been scarce this season, leading to high prices for
soft-shells, hard crabs, and picked crabmeat. Photo by Larry Chowning

eight dozen soft-shells. “We are real
glad to have that many,” she said. “Our
crabs are caught locally and we have a
great following for our soft-shell crab
sandwich.”
Kevin Wade summed it up best:
“Everybody has an answer as to why
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we have so few or too many crabs, but
I don’t know why and I don’t want
to say what I think because it’s probably wrong. All I can tell you is what
it is right at this moment, and we are
seeing watermen catching a few more
crabs now.”
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Have a safe
Fourth of July
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Lancaster approves
$31.7 million budget

caster Volunteer Fire Department. The change was based
LANCASTER—In the ﬁnal on the ﬁre department not
USPS (455-600)
minutes of a six-month long qualifying for state funding
27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
process, supervisors were still since they are not based in an
Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400 making changes to the county’s incorporated town. ULVFD
804-435-1701
2013-14 budget before passing will receive a total of $91,000
Fax: 804-435-2632
a ﬁnal expenditure amount of in county funding this year.
www.RRecord.com
One number that didn’t
$27,770,312.
The last-minute number change was the Capital
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
crunching shaved an additional Improvement Project (CIP)
General Managers
$191,231 off expenses, accord- budget of $586,900, which
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor
ing to county administrator contains over $400,000 for
J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993
Frank Pleva, leaving a ﬁnal improvements at the three
total budget of $31,726,263. schools. The improvements
Published weekly except Christmas week
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.
include safety measures such
The budget took affect July 1.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA
as interior security doors to
Some
$119,231
was
saved
22482 and additional mailing ofﬁces.
restrict public access except
in
employee
beneﬁts,
a
large
Postmaster: Send address changes to
portion the result of a decision through the school ofﬁce, a
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400
to pass increases in health care card-key entry system and
Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per
costs on to employees. An addi- additional security cameras.
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex
The amended budget passed
tional reduction came when it
County; $37 per year elsewhere.
Single copy: $.75.
was discovered that costs for on a 5-0 vote. Supervisors
a new resource ofﬁcer for the appropriated the county budget
Member: Virginia Press Association
on a six-month basis.
schools had been listed twice.
and National Newspaper Association
The board amended the ﬁrst Town manager Robert A. Hardesty towels off chairs on the soaking Irvington Commons after
Supervisors also cut refuse
an Air Force Heritage Band concert was rained out Monday.
contracts by $80,000 based on six-month appropriation for
Printed on recycled paper.
the schools to include an addiﬁnal ﬁgures from 2012-13.
An additional $8,000 was tional $43,697 to meet a debt
All items submitted for publication are
subject to inclusion in digital or other
allotted for the Upper Lan- payment the week of July 1.
electronic formats for use in other
band’s itinerary has included Irvington, said
by Renss Greene
Rappahannock Record products.
event chairman Jill Worth. Band members
have described the town as “very Norman
cattered
showers
on
Monday,
July
1,
How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the
forced the cancellation of the annual Heri- Rockwell” and enjoy coming to Irvington.
main phone number, 435-1701, and
Worth says she plans to bring the band
tage of America Band concert on the Irvingthen the employee’s extension when
back again next year and into the foreseeable
prompted, or use the e-mail address.
ton Commons.
future, although budget cutbacks have forced
Members of the loading crew had already
member Richard Saxer. “They
by Renss Greene
Newsroom:
the band to spread its performances over a
came up with a price and then arrived and begun preparing for the concert
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor
extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
wider area.
HEATHSVILLE—The Nor- they said at the last minute that when the decision was made to call off the
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
There was no rain date set for the perthumberland school board met two roof-mounted air condi- show; the rest of the band, on a bus in Gloucextension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
formance since the band has performances
June 27 to approve end-of-year tioning units at the elementary ester at the time, turned around and headed
Audrey Thomasson
extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
scheduled every day until July 4, after which
budget transfers.
school also had to be replaced. back to Langley Air Force Base.
Shannon Rice
This year marks the 23rd year the Air Force the band members go on leave.
In the 2012-13 budget, some So that was a lot of money
extension 28, srice@RRecord.com
Renss Greene
$467,773.36 was transferred going into something unexextension 28, renss@RappRecord.com
from instruction, administra- pected. We decided to tighten
Display Advertising:
tion and health, and debt ser- our belts and come up with the
Sara Amiss, Manager
vice to balance expenses in money, which we did.”
extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
be an “investment with a near
transportation, operations and
According to the ﬁgures
K.C. Troise
certain short-term payback.” He
maintenance, facilities, and reported at the meeting, the
extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant
to job growth.
said other counties have substantechnology.
school board has spent 99.1%
by Audrey Thomasson
extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
“The rate brings in $1.7 mil- tially lower rates on boats, further
The
year
ended
with
some
of
its
budget
for
this
year.
Troy Robertson
LANCASTER—County resi- lion,” he said during Thursday’s restricting Lancaster’s ability to
unexpected big-ticket expenFinance ofﬁcer Donna Booth
extension 15, troy@RRecord.com
ditures. “We had a lot of things estimated the school board dent George Bott, who owns a public hearing on the tax rate. attract boat owners.
Classiﬁed Advertising:
A check of other tax rates
that were going on at the high will have around $50,000 boat in excess of 30 feet, said “About $400,000 comes from
classiﬁeds@RRecord.com
or dial the main number: 435-1701
school, the middle school, with remaining after end-of-year the county’s high rate on per- boats over 30 feet or ﬁve tons. shows Colonial Beach and Fairor click “Classiﬁeds” at www.RRecord.com
sonal property taxes is forcing The rate of $1.52 per $100 of fax County have a separate rate
machinery that was new to the expenses.
Production:
two schools. It seemed to fall
“I’m hoping for a reserve large-boat owners to ship out to assessed value discourages on boats of $0.01 per $100 of
Wayne Smith, Manager
people from bringing in larger assessed value. In Virginia Beach
through the cracks and not be account to put towards a new cheaper ports.
extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
boats. Our marina slip vacancy a rate of $0.000001 per $100
But
his
appeal
seemed
to
covered
by
any
one
company,
roof
at
the
elementary
school,”
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
although I have to say that said school superintendent Dr. fall on deaf ears at a hearing rates are 50% at one large marina. recently increased to 50 cents.
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com
Hillary Greene
we assumed it was covered Rebecca Gates after the meet- last week. District 2 supervisor Our goal is ﬁlling these slips with Other counties in the Hampton
extension 17, hgreene@RRecord.com
Ernest Palin made a motion to larger boasts. A lower tax rate Roads area followed suit at 50
by Honeywell,” said board ing.
Gloria Bosher,
pass all personal property taxes at would attract larger boats to our cents per $100, but Prince Wilextension 17, gloria@RRecord.com
the current rate, including $1.52 area, bringing more money which liam County has no tax on boats.
Brenda Burtner,
Two neighboring counties
on boats, and the measure was supports additional jobs.”
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com
Bott
said
many
boat
owners
use
a formula. Northumberland
approved
unanimously.
Publishing/Business:
don’t
have
their
boats
repaired
charges
$3.60 per $100 based on
In
a
separate
motion
by
Palin,
Frederick A. Gaskins, President
by Renss Greene
extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
supervisors passed a real estate tax in Lancaster marinas because 40% of assessed value. MiddleBettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer
IRVINGTON—The Irvington Town Council voted unani- rate of $0.50 per $100 of assessed they are subject to the county’s sex takes 20% of low retail value,
extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
mously to pass its proposed 2013-14 budget at a brief meeting value, an equalized increase of high tax rate once they are in the then uses a tax rate of $3.50 per
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager
extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
$0.11 to adjust to 2012 property county past the six-month mark. $100 based on 35% of low retail.
June 28.
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager
“These larger boats can take
Bott said the local non-proﬁt
The $105,781 budget covers July 1, 2013, through June 30, reassessments.
extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com
Bott, a watchdog of local gov- more than six months to be organization Visions is currently
2014, and includes a $3,022 reserve for “Future Improvements
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com
funding a formal study on the
ernment ﬁnances, last week told repaired,” he said.
to Town Property.”
Bott said a rate of $0.76 per subject because the central issue
Council members also informally recognized council member supervisors the county’s personal
Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager
Dr. Robert Westbrook for the time and effort he put into the new property tax rate on large boats $100 of assessed value on recre- is about more jobs. “With 330
extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com
runs off owners who would other- ational boats would reduce rev- miles of shoreline, let’s use it
budget.
wise spend money here, leading enue by $200,000, but it would wisely,” he said.
Supervisor William Lee
expressed surprise that a boat
being repaired at a dock in Lancaster would be subject to county
taxes.
For papers mailed to addresses
District 2 resident Charlie CosQ $27.00 Newspaper only
by Renss Greene
in Lancaster, Northumberland,
tello said he also is a boat owner
Richmond, Westmoreland
Q $39.00 Newspaper & PDF
IRVINGTON—During a June 28 work session, the Irvington and agreed with Bott’s assessment
and Middlesex counties:
planning commission considered proposing ﬁnes for residents that the high tax hurts Lancaster.
Other county tax rates per $100
failing to maintain lawns.
Q $37.00 Newspaper only
of
value
remain unchanged—with
As discussed, ﬁnes would be imposed in addition to an existing
For papers mailed to other areas:
motor
vehicles
at $2.04; machinnuisance
law
under
which
failing
to
properly
maintain
lawns
is
a
Q $49.00 Newspaper & PDF
ery
and
tools
at
$1.52; and merclass IV misdemeanor.
chant’s
capital
at
$1 per $100 of
The commission instructed town attorney Wesley Charlton to
Q $26.00 Newspaper only
Student subscription:
study the possibility of writing a new table of ﬁnes into local assessed value discounted 50%.
(9 months)
law. A resident who fails to mow the lawn after being ofﬁcially
Q $38.00 Newspaper & PDF
warned would be liable for the cost of the town cutting the lawn
plus the new ﬁne.
River Market
PDF only:
Q $35.00 per year
“Somebody renting here for three months says ‘I’m gonna be
in California long before that is ever put to court.’ We want to get RIBS - Baby Back 2/$20
Kansas City 2/$25
the situation resolved,” said chairman Robert Morrison. “Practical mechanisms for doing that is what we should be pursuing.”
White Stone s 435-1725
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by Audrey Thomasson

Irvington’s annual concert is rained out

Northumberland school
S
board closes budget books

Supervisors adopt 2013 tax levy as proposed
Tax rate on large boats questioned

Irvington approves budget
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Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
reported charges against five
individuals during the past
week.

Felonies
Julio P. Alvarez, 21, of
Warsaw was charged June
30 with two counts each of
grand larceny, forgery and
uttering forged instruments.

Misdemeanors
A Brent Court woman, 24,
was charged June 24 with
failure to appear in Essex
County court on Dec. 14,
2010.
A Newtown Road man, 22,
was charged June 25 with
contempt of court.
A Warsaw area man in jail
custody at Lancaster, 31, was
charged June 26 with failure to appear in Richmond
County court.
A Gaskins Road man, 18,
was charged June 27 with
contempt of court.

Activity report
June 25 : Staff attempted
to locate the source of a cellular E911 call that triangulated to the 11000 block of
River Road, and notified the
Virginia Marine Resources
(VMRC) and U.S. Coast
Guard Milford Haven of a
disabled boater reportedly
between the Norris Bridge
and Windmill Point (VMRC
located and assisted the
boater).
June 26 : Staff notified
the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) of a
downed tree interfering with
traffic on Bewdley Road,
responded to a target shooting complaint on Bowline
Road, responded to a larceny
complaint on Peirces Road,
removed heavy debris that
was interfering with traffic on
the Norris Bridge, responded
to a disorderly conduct/
trespass complaint in the
1000 block of Harris Road,
responded to a domestic disturbance in the 2900 block
of Lara Road, and received
a larceny report from an Oak
Hill Road resident ($70 loss;
incident occurred in another
jurisdiction).
June 27 : Staff responded
to a missing person incident in the Hills Quarter
subdivision (subject safely
located within 15 minutes),
responded with the Kilmarnock Police Department
(KPD) to a two-vehicle traffic
crash on N. Main Street, to a
reckless driving complaint in
the area of Old Orchard Road,
to a domestic disturbance on
Greentown Road, to a motorist’s concern for a juvenile
last seen running in the area
of Mary Ball and Devils
Bottom Road, with KPD to a
disturbance call at a N. Main
Street business (disgruntled
former employee), to a suspicious person complaint in
the area of Kamps Mill Road,
with KPD to a trespass complaint on New South Road,
and with KPD to a disorderly
conduct complaint on Southport Lane.
June 28 : Staff removed
a large game animal carcass
interfering with traffic in
the 4900 block of Mary Ball
Road, responded with KPD
to a trespass complaint on
Southport Lane, received a
fraud report from a Moran
Creek Road resident ($1,500
loss, identity theft involved),
attempted to locate the
source of a cellular E911
call that originated from the
area of Spencer Lane, notified VDOT of a large animal
carcass interfering with traffic in the area of Mary Ball
and Oak Farm roads, and
received a larceny report
from a Christ Church Road
resident (GPS, Dell laptop
computer, Apple tablet computer, Nikon camera and
lens, portable DVD player,
gold necklace, gold earrings; $3,845 loss). Staff
delivered an emergency contact message to a Hayden
Road resident, notified Northumberland authorities of a
reckless driving complaint in
the Wicomico Church area,
responded with Virginia
State Police (VSP) to the area
of Weems and Christ Church
roads when a tractor trailer
damaged power and cable
service lines, responded to
a citizen’s complaint of two

small children being left
unattended in a parked vehicle on Old Fairgrounds Way,
and responded with KPD
to a loitering complaint on
School Street.
June 29 : Staff responded
to an E911 disconnect call
on Galley Hook Drive (telephone line problem); with
KPD to a traffic crash on
S. Main Street, with Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) to a report of a man
down in the 2600 block of
Morattico Road, and notified
VDOT of a downed traffic
control sign near Rappahannock Drive and Blueberry
Point Road. At the request of
Hanover County authorities,
staff attempted to locate a
Brent Court resident (subject
had moved; no forwarding
address available), attempted
to locate a reported reckless
driver in the White Stone/
Kilmarnock area, responded
with KPD to a mental health
emergency on S. Main Street,
to an E911 disconnect call on
Johns Neck Road (telephone
line problem), with KPD to a
domestic disturbance on N.
Main Street, and to a disturbance call on Buzzards Neck
Road.
June 30 : Staff responded
to a traffic crash on Chases
Road, responded to a noise
ordinance/drinking
in
public complaint on James
Lane, received from a citizen a negotiable instrument
that was found and which
belonged to a third party
(item was delivered to rightful owner), notified VDOT
of a downed tree blocking
traffic on Gaskins Road,
responded to a shots fired
complaint on Kathy Drive
(fireworks), to a traffic crash
on Rappahannock Drive, and
to a trespass complaint in the
Hills Quarter subdivision.
July 1:
Staff notified
VDOT of a downed tree
interfering with traffic on
Harris Road, received a burglary and larceny report from
the 8500 block of River Road
(Craftsman 20 hp 42” mower
with bagger, yard tables,
metal doors; $2,115 loss),
and responded to a trespass
complaint on Brent Court.
The sheriff ’s staff also
conducted 24 traffic stops
during the week, issued nine
summonses, assisted four
motorists, reported one deer
strike, provided traffic control once, investigated four
building alarms, processed
one mental health order and
transported three prisoners. There were six calls for
animal control services.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to traffic crashes on Goodluck Road, Chases Road and
twice on South Main Street.
The Upper Lancaster VFD
responded to assist EMS on
Belmont Creek Road and to
assist the Richmond County
VFD at Hales Point.
The White Stone VFD
responded to fire alarms on
Windmill Point Road, Timber
Run Lane and Mount Jean
North, and a carbon dioxide
alarm on Windfall Lane.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins
this week reported charges
against six individuals.

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

&
Buy Silver and Gold
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Grand prize auto
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department is offering a
new 2013 Ford Escape as the grand prize for the KVFD
78th Firemen’s Festival rafﬂe. The festival extends July 25
through August 3 and the winner will be announced the last
night. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased from any KVFD
member or Noblett’s in Kilmarnock. Only 5,500 tickets will be
sold. Motortrend.com lists the MSRP of a baseline 2013 Ford
Escape at $22,470. Photo by Renss Greene

SEA RESCUE REPORT
Smith Point Sea Rescue
board
member
Capt.
Andrew Kauders reported
crews responded to four calls for
assistance in recent weeks:
June 6: At 5:45 p.m., a call was
received that an 18-foot boat had
engine problems two miles south
of the Smith Point Light. Rescue
I responded and got to a point 5
minutes from the reported location of the disabled boat when
they received a call that the boat
was safely at Smith Point Marina.
Rescue I returned to the boathouse. Time on call, 1 ¾ hours.
June 10: At 8:30 a.m., Rescue
I responded to a 20-foot boat that
sank at the owner’s dock on Barretts Creek. Rescue I pumped out
the boat and towed it to the Crane
Creek ramp where it was put on a
trailer and taken home. Time on
call, 3 ¾ hours.
June 20: At 9:30 a.m., a call
was received that an 18-foot center
console with three aboard had
engine failure near the Kinsale
grainery. Rescue III responded
and towed the boat to the owner’s
dock on Lodge Creek. Time on
call, 3 hours.
June 21: At 11:15 p.m., a call

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

was received from the sheriff’s
ofﬁce that a man, 56, had apparently fallen out of his boat in
Bridgeman’s Back Creek, off of
the Little Wicomico River. Rescue
I responded to the scene. Also
involved in the search were vessels from the U.S. Coast Guard,
Marine Police, local residents
and a Coast Guard helicopter. At
3 a.m., it was learned that a State
Police dive team was enroute and
Rescue I returned to base. The
deceased individual was found
at 8 a.m. June 22. Time on call,
4 hours
Smith Point Sea Rescue can be
reached on channel 16 or by calling 911. Rescue I and Rescue II
are based on the Great Wicomico
River and Rescue III is on Lodge
Creek off of the Yeocomico River.

NASHVILLE, PIGEON FORGE, GATLINBURG
/CTOBER    s  $AYSn .IGHTS
&EATURING &ABULOUS #OUNTRY -USIC  3HOWS

s 0IGEON &ORGE-$INNER 3MOKEY -OUNTAIN /PRY 3HOW
"LACKWOODS -ORNING 6ARIETY 3HOW
s .ASHVILLE  .IGHTS AT /PRYLAND (OTEL WHERE YOU CAN
UNWIND EXPLORE DINE  BE ENTERTAINED
Grand Ole Opry &ABULOUS EVENING OF COUNTRY MUSIC
General Jackson Riverboat Luncheon Cruise WENTER
TAINMENT 4OUR OF .ASHVILLE INCLUDING 4HE 0ARTHENON
s 'ATLINBURG 'UIDED -OONSHINE -OUNTAIN 4OUR
(ATlELD  -C#OY $INNER 3HOW
0ICK UPS IN 7EST 0OINT AND -ECHANICSVILLE
 PER PERSON DEPOSIT WITH RESERVATION
&INAL PAYMENT DUE 

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200

Drowning
suspected
NEWPORT
NEWS—An
Ophelia man was found dead in a
suspected drowning in Northumberland County on Saturday, June
22.
Joseph A. Boarman, 52, of
Ophelia went missing late Friday,
June 21, after taking his 18-foot
skiff onto the Little Wicomoco
River. Search and rescue teams
from the Northumberland sheriff’s ofﬁce, the U.S. Coast Guard,
Smith Point Sea Rescue and the
Virginia Marine Resources Commission found the boat abandoned with all life preservers still
aboard.
Virginia Marine Police dive
teams found Boarman’s body
using side-scan sonar early Saturday.
“We don’t have any reason to
believe this is anything other than
a terrible, accidental drowning,”
said VMRC public information
ofﬁcer John Bull.
He said the commission is
awaiting a medical examiner’s
report.
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Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive
&

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc
Now Offering

Misdemeanors

A Callao woman, 25, was
charged June 24 with failing to appear in the Chesterfield County General District
Court.
A Heathsville man, 25,
was charged June 25 with
domestic assault and battery
and intentionally destroying
property.
A Lottsburg woman, 38,
was charged June 25 with
two counts of bad checks.
A Burgess man, 26, was
charged June 25 with failing
to appear in the Northumberland County General District
Court.
A Kilmarnock man, 19,
was charged June 30 with
shoplifting from the Dollar
General Store.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

Felonies

Martin Luther Brooks, 56,
of Lottsburg was charged
June 25 with attempted
murder
and
malicious
wounding.
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Lacking evidence

Ready for the Fourth of July at Gough Point in Reedville.

Photo by Dolly Holloman
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

A letter on climate in the
Rappahannock Record June 27
is another “appeal to authority.”
The writer confuses
“evidence” with “unanimity,”
admits there is no evidence that
man inﬂuences the climate,
talks of “consensus” and makes
referrals to entities such as the
IPCC, the New York Times,
and to a debunked survey.
With regard to the NASA
claim, that 2012 was the “ninth
warmest of any year since
1880,” that claim is not accurate, but neither is it relevant.
Even many of the most rabid
climate scientists who believe
in anthropogenic warming
openly admit there has been no
further increase in global temperature since about 1998. The
only relevant issue is—how
much, if any, of the recent
warming (such as it is) is due
to man’s activities?
The only potential link
between global warming and
man’s activities is the component of co2 increase attributable to man’s activities. But,
(as explained in earlier letters) there is no evidence, neither current nor over geologic
periods co2 variation has any
impact on global temperature.
In fact, the available evidence
indicates the reverse—co2
variation has, over geologic
periods, been driven by much
earlier temperature varia-

tions. All the computer models
ignore the empirical evidence,
make rash assumptions about
water vapor feedback and all
have grossly over-estimated the
actual temperature increase.
The survey the writer refers
to (in Environmental Research
Letters) has been debunked.
See, for example, related discussions at Anthony Watts’
website.
The writer is correct when
he recommends we listen to
the scientiﬁc community rather
than to politicians, but he, as
many folks who have no interest in understanding climate
science, have assigned credibility to a group of scientists
who are undeserving of that
title.
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Headed for
halls on stilts
In a recent letter to the
Record, the writer makes his
bid for admission to the Global
Climate Change Hall of Fame,
or its twin, the Hall of Shame.
These halls, hopefully to be
built soon on the Mall in Washington, will insure proper due
is paid to those who predicted,
rightly or wrongly, where our
climate is headed.
If over 95% of the scientists in the world are right, the
writer will join other “deniers”
in the Hall of Shame. He’ll be
in good company with Syndi-

cated Columnist George Will
and many Republican politicians who dispute the massive
evidence that we are causing
the Earth’s temperature to rise
alarmingly.
The new museum will need
to be on stilts, as the Tidal
Basin will cover much of the
Mall (that’s not to mention that
Tappahannock, New Orleans
and half of Florida will be
under water).
If, on the other hand, as
should be devoutly wished, he
is right, he’ll join the Hall of
Fame, and it will be Al Gore,
NASA’s Jim Hanson and many
Democrats held up to ridicule
in the Hall of Shame. The
two halls will look pretty silly
standing high and dry on those
stilts.
Bob Allnutt,
Bethesda, Md.

Abide by the
Constitution
Our federal Constitution
has clearly defined authorized activities that are enumerated. And, the first nine
amendments state specifically
what the government can not
do while the 10th amendment
states that if something isn’t
specifically mentioned, government can’t do that either.
Most of the power of the
government is given to Congress, which has the sole
authority to make laws—not

the president by way of executive orders—or judges by
way of judgments.
Mainly the enumerated list
of what Congress is authorized to do are pay debts,
sign treaties, borrow money,
regulate commerce with
foreign nations by collecting tariffs and between the
states by allowing it without
heavy tariffs, establish rules
of naturalization and bankruptcies, punish counterfeiters, establish post office and
post roads, establish patents,
establish courts below the
Supreme Court, declare war,
establish a military and provide for our defense.
Nowhere does the Constitution authorize involvement
in education, housing, health
care, agriculture or foreign
aid, sending troops into battle
without a declaration of war
by Congress and on and on.
Our legislators take an oath
to uphold the Constitution. If
we would require them to do
so, the federal government
would be about 20% the size
it is now: We would have a
balanced budget and money
to pay off our debt. And
America would again be the
land of the free.
We don’t need to change
the Constitution—we just
need to abide by the one we
have.
Sue Long,
North

FICTION OR FACT from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

R

aise the ﬂag and ﬁre up the grill,
Thursday is July 4, Independence Day,
National Day.
The Fourth of July is a federal holiday
commemorating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.
I’ll spare you the history lesson and jump
right to the trivia. It’s all ﬁction or fact.
Most of it can be veriﬁed; just ask a history
teacher, or a patriot.
The Fourth of July is commonly associated
with ﬁreworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, prayers, baseball games, family reunions, troop reviews,
gun salutes, political speeches, patriotic ceremonies, boat parades, 5K runs and steamed
crabs.
July 4 is one of the few weekdays throughout the year that Lee’s Restaurant is closed.
The legal separation of the 13 colonies
from Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776,
when the Second Continental Congress
voted to approve a resolution of independence proposed a month or so earlier by
Richard Henry Lee of Westmoreland County,
declaring the U.S. independent from Great
Britain.
Forgive me. A little history puts everything
into perspective.
A “Committee of Five” ﬁne-tuned the
Declaration of Independence, with Thomas
Jefferson of Virginia as its principal author,
and it was put to a vote July 4.
On July 3, John Adams of Massachusetts
wrote his wife, Abigail: “The second day
of July, 1776, will be the most memorable
epoch in the history of America. I am apt
to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the
day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows,

games, sports, guns, bells, bonﬁres, and
illuminations, from one end of this continent
to the other, from this time forward forever
more.”
He wasn’t far off. These days, the celebrations sometimes stretch a week or more.
Check the Upcoming Calendar on page B2.
It’s also disputable that the Declaration of
Independence was even signed on July 4.
Although Jefferson, Adams and Benjamin
Franklin later wrote they signed it on July 4,
1776, some historians say the document was
actually signed August 2, 1776.
However, on July 6, 1776, the Pennsylvania Evening Post became the ﬁrst newspaper
to print the Declaration of Independence.
Jefferson lifted the “We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal. ...” and the “Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness...” concepts from the
Virginia Declaration of Independence written by George Mason. See the Fiction or Fact
column of July 5, 2012.
Regarding that “all men are created equal”
clause, Jefferson included in his original version a strong rebuke of Great Britain’s support of the slave trade and slavery. However,
that paragraph was deleted so South Carolina
and Georgia representatives would sign.
The Declaration of Independence was
signed by 56 men representing the 13 colonies. Virginians to sign were Lee, Jefferson,
George Wythe, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas
Nelson Jr., Carter Braxton and Francis
Lightfoot Lee. The Lees were the only brothers to sign.
Franklin of Pennsylvania, 70, was the
oldest to sign. Edward Rutledge of South
Carolina, 26, was the youngest.
Jefferson and Adams were the only signers
to later become U.S. Presidents. They also
died on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of
the celebrated date.

President James Monroe, born in Westmoreland County, died on July 4, 1831, the third
President in a row to die on Independence
Day.
President Calvin Coolidge was born on
July 4, 1872, in Vermont.
In 1777, 13 gunshots were ﬁred in salute
at dawn and at dusk in Bristol, R.I. Philadelphia held an ofﬁcial dinner for the Continental Congress with toasts, a 13-gun salute,
speeches, prayers, music, parades, troop
reviews and ﬁreworks. Ships in Norfolk and
other major ports were decked in red, white
and blue bunting.
In 1778, General George Washington of
Virginia issued a double ration of rum for his
soldiers.
In 1781, Massachusetts General Court was
the ﬁrst state legislature to declare July 4 a
state celebration.
In 1785, Bristol, R.I., held a Fourth of July
parade, now considered the oldest continuous Independence Day celebration in the
U.S.
In 1802, West Point, the U.S. Military
Academy, opened.
In 1803, President Jefferson announced
the Louisiana Purchase.
In 1805, the Lewis and Clark Expedition
sent to explore the purchase, celebrated
Independence Day with the last of their
whiskey, ﬁddle music and dancing into the
night.
In 1817, construction of the Erie Canal
began.
In 1831, Samuel Francis Smith unveiled
“America” during Boston festivities.
The Fourth of July was celebrated by both
sides during the Civil War. On July 4, 1863,
Vicksburg, Miss., surrendered to Ulysses S.
Grant.
In 1865, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
was published.

In 1886, the people of France gave the
Statue of Liberty to the people of the U.S.
In 1870, the U.S. Congress made Independence Day an unpaid holiday for federal
employees. In 1938, Congress changed it to
a paid holiday.
From the late 1700s and into the 1900s,
the night of July 3 was often the focal point
of celebrations for New England towns
where they built towering bonﬁres. The
custom is still practiced in some towns.
Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest evolved
in 1916 in Coney Island, Brooklyn, N.Y., as
a way to settle a dispute among four immigrants as to who was the most patriotic. This
year, there will be a separate division for
women.
A “Salute to the Union,” one gunshot for
each state, is ﬁred at noon on Independence
Day by any capable military base.
While the national anthem and other patriotic songs are heard throughout the country
on July 4, “The 1812 Overture” by Tchaikosvsky is the unofﬁcial song of the day.
Thanks to the Boston Pops, who brought it to
the Esplanade concert series on July 4, 1974,
complete with cannon ﬁre, church bells and
ﬁreworks, the tradition continues. Conductor
Arthur Fiedler actually started the concert
series in 1929, the ﬁrst free outdoor public
orchestra concert series.
In 1997, NASA’s Pathﬁnder space probe
landed on the surface of Mars.
On the Capitol lawn in Washington, D.C.,
“A Capitol Fourth,” a free concert, precedes
ﬁreworks and attracts over a half a million
people.
In 2004, the cornerstone of the Freedom
Tower was laid at the site of the World Trade
Center in New York City.
A recent Harvard study shows that kids
FICTION OR FACT, continued on page A5

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his year has been a chicken bonanza in
the barnyard. The ever-faithful banty hen
began setting on some of her own eggs and
some others early in March. Two Domineckers immediately became jealous, and commenced setting on some of their own eggs.
Easter week brought the ﬁrst multitude as 10
eggs hatched, and to date, all have survived.
To prevent jealousy on the part of laying,
but non-setting hens, we had to separate the
chicks, and raise them by hand…in the utility room. My good wife is such a ﬁne sport,
she barely complained for the ﬁrst six weeks,
then I came to realize that connubial harmony
necessitated a move to a more animal-friendly
locale. The increased temperature outside
contributed to the success of the translocation.
By that time the chicks had feathered
out, and could move to intensive cage in the
chicken coop. They did very well in their new
surroundings, and most fortuitously, they all
seem to be hens. Two years ago they were
heavily of the rooster persuasion, despite one
of the hatcheries having checked them for
gender.
The new brood did well motherless, but

The successful reproductive
qualities of the chickens has
not been a universal phenomenon. Gladys, the assertive goose in her ﬁrst laying
season, has proven to need a
lot of coaching.
their paternity is not in question. The banty
rooster is a Silkie, like his spouse, which
means that he has feathers all the way down
his legs to his toes. All 10 of the chicks have
the same. After his magniﬁcent production, I
retired him for a spell, and brought in one of
the Dominecker roosters in the hope of getting
some pure Dominecker chicks. He stayed for
two months, but we now have a new batch of
eight, again with hairy legs and toes. Apparently, the banty predominated once more.
The two parent banties are majestic fowl,
and they lead me to remember the remark of
Hyacinth Bucket, pronounced “Bouquet,” of

“Keeping Up Appearances,” who criticized
her romantically inclined sister, Rose, about
one of her boyfriends, by asking, “How can
you love a man with hairy toes?” Well, twoand-a–half years after they arrived as chicks,
our two hairy-legged banties have proven
themselves easy to love.
The successful reproductive qualities of
the chickens has not been a universal phenomenon. Gladys, the assertive goose in her
ﬁrst laying season, has proven to need a lot of
coaching. She dropped eggs wherever she felt
like doing so, and only after I assembled them
in a proto-nest situation, did she catch on, and
began setting. Lew, her loyal spouse and one
of the ﬁnest ganders I ever have known, dutifully attended to her every wish and whim,
but gradually the eggs broke, or spoiled, and
we have no goslings.
Gladys is not the most attentive animal on
the planet, but I must admit, after an awkward
start she did try, but sadly to no avail. She now
spends her time bossing the new hatchlings
and yakking along throughout the day. After
the nest collapse, she has laid no more eggs,
and appears to have retired for this season.
I think part of Gladys’s problem lies in her

adolescent exposure to the two Welsh Corgis.
Corgis are part of the herding classiﬁcation,
and they insist on bossing in any given situation. They are leaders, and not followers.
They stand by the pen barking commands
whenever they get in the back yard, and I surmise that their example has inspired Gladys
to assume such a bossy demeanor herself.
When I released the ﬁrst batch of chicks
from intensive cage, she immediately began
honking at them. For their part, they are used
to a more nurturing environment, and instinctively run in the other direction. In that vein
they only are exacerbating the situation by
giving Gladys an even bigger ego. Unlike
Lew, she does not care to be petted, and leaps
for her food ahead of him, in spite of his being
the equivalent of 15 generations older.
Regardless of the old wives’ tale that
claims geese are good watchdogs, in Gladys’s
case, she would not alert anyone to anything,
because she honks all the time anyway. Perhaps she has a complex about having produced no goslings in a year in which the hens
have had two bumper crops. Whatever the
reason, this year we should not need to buy
eggs. Sorry, Stuart and Lee.
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Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago
Devil’s Den, Little Round Top ble, and Pettigrew began their brough, leading the brigade that
July 1-3, 1863:
and Big Round Top; north to the long approach toward the top of included the 40th, 47th, 55th, and
The Battle of Gettysburg rocky area around Cemetery Hill; Cemetery Ridge where an intact 22nd regiments, had difﬁculties

Do you remember?
This 1964 photo shows the La Vogue and Greentree’s stores
on South Main Street in Kilmarnock. Specials now occupies
this space. “Do You Remember?” is a community service of
the Kilmarnock Museum.

Readers do remember
In the June 27 “Do you
remember?” column, Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn requested
help identifying the photo.
This week, Ashburn reports
12 people called and helped to
identify the photo as the Lively
High School Class of 1938.
Among the faculty pictured,
folks identiﬁed principal Raymond Brann and teachers Lillian
Stoneham, Elizabeth Gresham
Hammock and George Tarrent.

However, not all of the students were identiﬁed, he said.
Those who were include Fuller
Brent Saunders, Mason Cockrell, Anna Lee Haynie, Lorraine Dobyns, Lois Mitchell,
Hilda Leach, Ruth Ann Haynie,
Walter Brown, Robin Marsh,
W. R. Pittman, T.J. Rice, Arthur
B. Doggett, Claybrook Dawson,
Daisy Geise, Mildred Davis and
Frances Thrift.
Ashburn thanks the readers
for their help.

YOUR LETTERS

The Gettysburg Campaign,
which culminated in the Battle
of Gettysburg on July 1–3, 1863,
was Lee’s second invasion of the
North and the most ambitious
offensive attempted by the Confederacy.
Historians have long argued
the Union victory at Gettysburg,
along with the capture of Vicksburg, Miss., on July 4, was the
war’s turning point. After retreating across the Potomac, the Army
of Northern Virginia was never
again an offensive force and the
notion of Lee’s invincibility was
shattered. Gettysburg also was
the war’s bloodiest battle with
51,000 killed, wounded, captured
or missing.
Lee spent most of June moving
troops up the Shenandoah Valley
into Maryland, then Pennsylvania. After Jackson’s death in May,
Lee had reorganized his infantry
into three Corps commanded
by Longstreet, Ewell and A. P.
Hill. With a complement of new
recruits, Lee’s army numbered
around 75,000. From the Northern Neck, the 9th Virginia Cavalry was with J.E.B. Stuart under
W.H.F. Lee and the 40th Virginia
Infantry was with A.P. Hill, Heth’s
Division.
Confederate troops arrived in
the Gettysburg area June 28-29,
but were shielded by Union
cavalry from the main Union
force moving up from Frederick, Md. Union General Meade’s
troops numbered around 94,000
and were placed in a ﬁshhookshaped line along Cemetery
Ridge. They extended south to a
series of natural rock forts called

and following a line of boulders
east and south to Culp’s Hill. The
topography was extremely favorable for the Union to take and
hold defensive positions.
Lee, unaware of the Union’s
advantages of size and location,
decided to strike the center of
Cemetery Ridge. Fighting raged
for three days and climaxed
on July 3 with the Confederate
frontal assault known as Pickett’s Charge. The infantry attack
involved Pickett’s Division on the
right, and Pender’s Division (now
under Trimble) and Heth’s Division (now under Pettigrew) on
the left. A brigade in Pettigrew’s
Division was headed by Col.
Brockenbrough from Richmond
County and included the local
40th regiment, which by then had
only 500 muskets.
Around 1 p.m. on July 3,
some 135 to 170 Confederate
cannon began bombardment of
the Union line. Around 3 p.m., an
artillery cease-ﬁre was ordered
and a reluctant Longstreet executed Lee’s order for an infantry
assault. It called for nearly 12,000
men to march over 1,000 yards
across open ground. The Confederate line would stretch for over a
mile. A Union observer described
the sight: “Every eye could see his
legions, an overwhelming, resistless tide of an ocean of armed
men sweeping upon us!…Right
on they move, as with one soul,
in perfect order, without impediment of ditch, or wall, or stream,
over ridge and slope, through
orchard, and meadow, and cornﬁeld, magniﬁcent, grim, irresistible.”
The infantry of Pickett, Trim-

Union infantry awaited them. As
they advanced, Union artillery
from Little Round Top to Cemetery Hill poured deadly cannon
and riﬂe ﬁre on them and they
were unable to push their attack
to the end. Nearly 5,600 Confederate infantry were lost in the
charge; Union losses were around
1,500. Lee rode onto the ﬁeld to
rally the troops and console the
survivors, saying, “The fault is
mine, but it will be right in the
end.”
Lee subsequently withdrew his
forces back to Virginia. Stuart’s
cavalry, including the 9th, fought
off numerous attacks while
defending the retreat. Brocken-

and perhaps made his greatest
blunder. He sent his brigade forward against the well-entrenched
8th Illinois Cavalry, who were
well positioned with seven-shot
carbines. He also prematurely
withdrew most of his brigade
while leaving the 47th, manned
by many from Westmoreland
County, unknowingly to fend for
themselves. Many were killed or
captured.
This article is provided by the
Mary Ball Washington Museum
& Library and Lancaster County
Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee with assistance from Ed
Trexler, author of Civil War
Northern Neck.
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and journalists have been
“Making Memories since 1969”
‘suicided’ or have died in
mysterious circumstances.
The latest was Michael Hastings who told friends he had
Alarmed by the multibil- an explosive story about the
lion dollar spy grid known CIA but was going “underas PRISM, I contacted Witt- ground” because he feared
man’s Congressional office for his life. Now he is dead.
to express my outrage at yet
If this wickedness is not
another criminal attack by stopped, if we refuse to speak
this administration against out, we will be destroyed.
the American people.
“Silence in the face of evil
(Reprints from the July 4, 1913, timore this week.
Alfonso
Wittman’s representative is evil itself.” Dietrich Bon- issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Gasoline Engines
demurred that if I had noth- hoeffer
Miss Esther Wharton, of North
Catherine Crabill, Boost Bay Trade
ing to hide what did I care
Carolina, is spending some time
Irvington
about being spied on? ShockPower boats are used enten- at the parsonage as the pleasant
ingly, this seems to express
sively on the tributaries of the guest of her sister, Mrs. E. M.
We will be open for lunch and
the majority sentiment about Estreet reports
Chesapeake Bay.
Ramsey. She speaks of returndinner Monday, Thursday, Friday
this insidious, unconstituThe Chesapeake region, that ing to her home in a few weeks.
tional, utterly nefarious all- successful concert
area of tidewater land along the We hope she may reconsider the
and Saturday as advertised.
seeing beast.
There were 40 attendees at course of the Chesapeake Bay matter and stay longer, as she is
For those of you who share the Northumberland Public that divides the State of Mary- such an attractive young lady
Starting the week of July 8th,
in that uninformed opin- Library June 28 for the “Eve- land and penetrates deep into and has won many friends in this
ion, it should concern you ning of Musical Thought, Virginia, has felt the inﬂuence vicinity who deeply regret her
we will be closed Tuesdays and
to contemplate that, without Ruminating and Reminisc- of the commercial motor as has departure from among them, for
Wednesdays.
doubt, this massive surveil- ing.” They came from across few other sections of the country. she will be missed in our homes
This may seem a bold statement, as well as in our church and
lance monster has exposed, the Northern Neck counties.
Beginning July 14th, we will
Comments included, “An and yet stating this will go a long Sunday school work.
to those behind the curtain,
Miss Virginia E. Haynie left
a multitude of embarrass- awesome concert!” “Outstand- way toward proving it, while even
be open Sundays for dinner
ing, immoral, and/or crimi- ing.” “Thoroughly enjoyed it.” a brief visit will give an optical on Monday’s steamer for Fredericksburg to attend the Summer
nal activities by those in “Please have another concert.” demonstration.
(4:30 pm - 8:30 pm)
There are few localities in Normal for teachers.
Congress, Senate, Supreme “Enjoyable, touching and a
Great
Food and Service
Miss Olivia Beane, of LanCourt, Department of Jus- great way to bring a day to which so many people make their
Steaks,
Seafood, Pasta,
tice, CIA, FBI and Home- close in a positive way.” “What livelihood from the waters as in caster, recently spent several days
Gourmet
Salads
and Burgers
land Security, placing the a splendid concert.” “Keep the Chesapeake region. There with her friend, Miss Virginia E.
Reservations accepted
entire Constitutional bal- on playing God praises and may be sections which can boast Haynie.
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
ance of power in a grid-lock whatever you have in mind. of having more seafaring men,
(Transcribed by Stephen A.
   s www.bentleysgrille.com
of blackmail fueled silence You are very talented and God but in the States of Maryland Redd, volunteer of the Mary
when confronted with an ava- gave you a tremendous gift.”
and Virginia the ﬁshing, oyster- Ball Washington Museum and
lanche of criminal activities
The committee members ing, and crabbing industries are Library)
perpetrated by this adminis- for the event did an outstand- enormous, giving employment
tration.
ing job. Their welcoming and to hundreds of thousands of men,
Were we not as a nation comfort skills would pass any women, and some children. In the
stupefied by the decision test. Outstanding jobs ‘well development of these industries
Native Plants of the Northern Neck
of Justice Roberts to vali- done.’ Donations for the event the gasoline engine has played a
date Obamacare as Consti- were received from McDon- most important part.
tutional? Have we not just ald’s and Tri-Star in Kilmar- Weems
been equally stunned by Jus- nock, Food Lion in HeathsChildren’s day will be observed
tice Kennedy’s decision to ville.
at the Methodist chapel here on
legalize homosexual, polygaOur soloists, Diana Ross and the third Sunday night.
mous, you-name-it marriage, Tommy Thompson, respecW. F. Jefferson, of Poplar Neck,
unleashing a flood of immo- tively, singing “When I Lost was here Monday.
rality?
Miss Bettie Benson recently
My Baby” and “How Great
Am I alone in being Thou Art” were superb.
spent several weeks with her
alarmed and perplexed by
Northumberland
Public brother at White Stone.
Plant
the unmitigated, unconstitu- Library director Alice Cooper
The B.Y.P.U. was reorganized
NNK Natives
Go Native – Grow Native
tional over-reach of power by was an event’s committee.
Sunday with R. L. Bryant as presthis president who is arming
Pamela Estreet (daugh- ident, O. L. Marsh vice-president,
radical Muslims throughout ter) was outstanding in print L.E. Ashburn secretary.
the Middle East, fomenting a (graphics, ﬂyers, programs,
Rev. H. J. Goodwin, accomhorrific carnage of innocent invitations, comment cards.)
panied by his father, took supper
civilians, including and espe“We” (keyboard and me) Sunday night with Mr. and Mrs.
cially Christians, expanding hope to repeat in the coming Oscar Ashburn.
Go Native – Grow Native
Bush’s disastrous foreign months.
Miss Beatrice Ball, a nurse in
Ronald J. Estreet, training at Norfolk, returned to
policy?
Plan your garden for fall planting with the new Native Plants of
Burgess that city last week, accompanied
Numerous whistleblowers
the Northern Neck. Discover which plants are native to the NNK,
by her sister Lelia, who was operthe requirements for successful growth, and the importance of native
ated on for appendicitis.
plants to the environment and more.
The little daughter of Fletcher
Brown is quite ill with typhoid
Produced by the Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia Native
continued from page A4
fever. Dr. Edmonds is attending
Plant Society, along with its partners, this guide will become your
her.
who go to Fourth of July parades are more likely to turn out
Millenbeck
go-to source for NNK Native Plants.
Republican because “the political right has been more successG.
O.
Howeth,
of
Morattico,
ful in appropriating American patriotism and its symbols during
Look for the NNNPS tent at the Irvington Farmers Market on
was at Corrotoman Point last
the 20th century.”
week on business.
Saturday, July 6, to pick up your FREE 48 page guide or visit
New York City’s ﬁreworks display, sponsored by Macy’s, is
L. T. Rock Jr., of Litwalton,
nnnps.org for a list of partner retail distributors.
considered the largest in the country. In 2009, over 22 tons of
passed through here recently.
pyrotechnics were exploded.
We are sorry to report Mrs. L.
Also in 2009, the Statue of Liberty’s crown reopened to the
G.
Connellee, of Bertrand, is very
public after being closed for eight years following the World
ill at this time.
Trade Center attacks.
Miss E. V. Schools has returned
In 1776, 2.5 million people lived in the U.S. In 2013, 316.2
to
her home at Saluda, after
million Americans will celebrate Independence Day.
spending a week here with her
Around the Fourth of July, Americans will spend the same
sister, Mrs. G. E. Lewis.
Funding to produce the guide to the Native Plants of the Northern Neck was provided by the Virginia
amount on popsicles and charcoal—approximately $111 milMrs. Jno. Hazzard and daughCoastal Zone Management Program through the Northern Neck Planning District Commission, the
lion.
Northern Neck Audubon Society and the Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia Native Plants Society.
ter, Mrs. W. W. Oliver, of BerThe Fourth of July is the biggest beer-selling holiday of the
trand,
are
visiting
relatives
in
Balyear.

Get a grip on the
Constitution; stop
the wickedness
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BZA okays
expansion at
Mercer Place
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—PARTNERS Foundation, owner of
the affordable-housing development Mercer Place in Kilmarnock, on June 20 gained
permission from the Kilmarnock Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) to add a third building
to the development.
William Warren, president
of the PARTNERS board of
directors, went before the BZA
to make the case for an exception to a zoning law that would
require PARTNERS to purchase more land before building.
A PARTNERS brochure
notes the existing apartments
at Mercer Place were completed in 2011 as a community
project to provide affordable
housing for young professionals, especially teachers.
“We built Mercer Place and
operate it to provide attractive,
affordable rental housing for
our teachers, nurses and healthcare persons, law enforcement,
and municipal/county employees,” said Warren.
Documents ﬁled with the
BZA state that the $625 per
month rent at Mercer Place
was set by calculating 25% of
the starting salary of a teacher
in Kilmarnock.
The foundation will now
set about raising the estimated
$400,000 needed for another
building, which it anticipates
will take around two years.
According to Warren’s BZA
presentation, the building will
be open by July 2016.
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The Agenda
Local Government News
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will
hold a special meeting at 6:30
p.m. Monday, July 8, at the
administration ofﬁce on Irvington Road.
The meeting has been called
to address the 2013-14 budget.
The board of supervisors initially trimmed some $500,000
from the school board’s proposed
budget.
However,
$101,723 was restored in the
approved version.
As approved, the operating
budget is $14,834,118. An additional $585,000 in food service
is indicated as a pass-through
since the cafeteria is self-sustaining.
The budget was adopted by
category, including $11,040,000
for instruction, $500,000 for
Town of Kilmarnock employees Antoine Butler and Marshall Sebra move furniture into the technology, $668,028 for adminnew Town Ofﬁce at 1 North Main Street. Effective July 1, the town is operating from the facility istration/health, $1,100,000 for
at West Church and Main in the heart of the Steptoe’s District. The town ofﬁce will be closed transportation, $1,438,695 for
July 4 and 5. 0HOTO BY 2ENSS 'REENE
operations/maintenance
and
$87,395 for debt service.

Relocating to Steptoe’s

Douglas announces campaign
for Clerk in Northumberland

HEATHSVILLE—Ellen K.
Douglas recently announced
her candidacy for Clerk of the
Circuit Court of Northumberland County.
Douglas grew up in Northumberland County. She is
the daughter of the late Dorothy Dameron Lewis, George
Sydnor Kilduff and August
Coles Lewis. She lives in
Callao with her husband,
Ronnie. They have two children and three grandchildren.
They are active members of
Henderson United Methodist
Church, where she has served
on the nominating committee,
hospitality committee and as
ﬁnance secretary.
Douglas graduated from
Northumberland High School
Ellen K. Douglas
and Smithdeal Massey Business College. After college, Miss Emmaline Hall in the
URBANNA—Bay Transit she went to work for county Circuit Court Clerk’s ofﬁce.
Douglas started her career
director Ken Pollock recently administrator John Burton
announced the public transit and also worked part-time for in the legal system as deputy
provider has proposed fare
increases for transit service
in the region.
“We have not had a fare
increase, except in Lancaster
County, since our inception
in 1996. Operating costs,
especially fuel, have risen
tremendously over time,” said
Pollock.
RICHMOND—The public process takes place every
As proposed, the $1 one- will have an opportunity to three years.
way trip fare within the county offer comments regarding
The public is invited to
of residence would increase the Virginia State Police share comments with the
to $2 per trip. The cost of a in July. The Virginia State CALEA on-site assessment
10-trip ticket book would Police (VSP) is in the pro- team by telephone or written
increase from $8 to $12.
cess of reaccreditation by correspondence. The two“It is still a good deal con- the Commission on Accredi- member assessment team
sidering the size of many of tation for Law Enforcement will be available to take
our counties and the long dis- Agencies, Inc. (CALEA).
phone calls from 3:30 p.m.
tances people travel to access
“Accreditation provides to 5:30 p.m. July 29. Call
services and employment,” both the agency and the 1-866-468-4903. Telephone
said Pollock. “Bay Transit public with quality assur- comments are limited to 10
offers volume discounts for ance that the State Police minutes and must address
riders who purchase a book is fulfilling its mission to the VSP’s ability to comply
of 10 tickets for $12, a cost of provide the Commonwealth with CALEA standards.
only $1.25 per ride.”
Send written comments to
with superior service and
Bay Transit’s fare increase protection,” said superin- Commission on Accreditaproposal will be presented to tendent Col. W. Steven Fla- tion for Law Enforcement
the Bay Aging board of direc- herty. “The assessment pro- Agencies Inc., 13575 Heathtors for consideration at the cess verifies that the depart- cote Boulevard, Suite 320,
end of July, after two sched- ment regularly reviews all Gainesville, VA 20155.
uled public hearings to allow aspects of its operations
The
CALEA
on-site
for public input.
and is in compliance with assessment team includes
Hearings are slated at 1 law enforcement standards law enforcement practitiop.m. July 18 at Port Town established by the commis- ners Dean Register, assisVillage, at 111 Port Town sion.”
tant inspector general of
Lane in Urbanna, and at
When the VSP achieved the Florida Department of
7 p.m. July 22 at the Bay its initial accreditation from Law Enforcement, and Col.
Transit Regional Facility at CALEA in 1986, the depart- Mary Ann Viverette, retired
111 Commerce Parkway in ment was the second state Gaithersburg, Md., chief of
Warsaw. Transportation is law enforcement agency in police.
available at no charge by call- the nation to receive this
A copy of the CALEA
ing 877-869-6046 twenty- award, said Col. Flaherty. standards can be viewed at
four hours in advance.
Since then, the VSP has suc- the State Police AdministraA full list of proposed fare cessfully and successively tive Headquarters at 7700
increases is available at www. maintained an accredited Midlothian Turnpike in
baytransit.org.
status. The reaccreditation Chesterfield County.

Bay Transit
proposes
fare increases

Virginia State Police
seeks public comment
regarding reaccreditation

clerk in Essex General District & Juvenile & Domestic
Relations Court. After ﬁve
years, she became Clerk of
both Courts and continued in
that position for 23 years.
She then transferred to Northumberland County and was
Clerk of the General District
Court for four more years.
As Clerk, Douglas was
required to attend continuing
legal education training three
times a year sponsored by the
Supreme Court. She worked
closely with the Supreme
Court on the case management and ﬁnancial management systems and received
good audits yearly for record
keeping conducted by the
Auditor of Public Accounts.
Ellen would like to use her
knowledge and experience to
the beneﬁt of the citizens of
Northumberland County.
“If elected, I will be easily
accessible and hands on
while providing the highest
level of customer service to
the citizens of Northumberland County and the general
public,” said Douglas.

the impact of breast cancer, said Anderson. Group members will plan and conduct
awareness activities such as Pink Sundays
and informational exhibits in their communities.
Members also will help identify uninsured
and underinsured women who may be eligible for breast cancer screening services
at the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic in
Lancaster and Peninsula Institute for Community Health Clinic in Mathews, she said.
For information about this breast cancer
program, contact Anderson at 333-4043,
extension 18.

Watermen’s
Restaurant

Great Food
580-2220

Have a Happy and Safe
4th of July!

Wednesday 5pm - 9pm

Closed Thursday, July 4th
Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm
Sunday 5pm - 9pm

804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River

RAL July Exhibit
Small

Works
Reception July 5, 5 - 7 pm
RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309
RAL is a proud afﬁliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

river&
CREEK
&

Outfitting You

Your Home

Health District receives funding for
breast cancer education program
WARSAW—The Three Rivers Health District recently announced it has received a
fourth year of funding from Susan G. Komen
for the Cure Tidewater Affiliate.
This program will address breast cancer
mortality through a Breast Cancer Education
Program targeting African American women
in Gloucester, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex and Northumberland counties, reported
health educator Cheryl Anderson.
Circle of Promise Groups (a movement
designed to further engage black women)
will be established and/or expanded in
churches in an effort to raise awareness of

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m.
Thursday, July 11, in the county
courts building at 39 Judicial
Place in Heathsville.
Public hearings scheduled for
7 p.m. address requests from:
s +ENNETH 2 +IDWELL TO CONstruct a 16-by-36-by-20-foot
open-sided boathouse adjacent to
a proposed pier extending from
the shoreline of Ellyson Creel
and 182 Cabin Point Drive near
Ophelia.
s ! REQUEST FROM .ICOLE 3USAN
Smith and Bradford S. Bates to
operate a small retail business
(on property zoned agricultural
at 581 Jessie Dupont Memorial
Highway.

20% OFF ALL MAXI’S AND DENIM
NOW THROUGH JULY 8TH!

77 King Carter Drive, Irvington, Va 22480
804.438.5530
Across from the Hope & Glory Inn
Monday - Saturday: 10-5:30
Sunday: 12-4
OPEN 4th OF JULY 10 – 5:30
www.RIVERANDCREEK.com

