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Northumberland County Treasurer Ellen Booker Kirby recently 
received the Jefferson Award for Excellence by the Virginia 

Treasurers’ Association. The award was presented at their annual 
meeting last week in Newport News.

The award recognizes the Jeffersonian qualities of leadership, 
statesmanship, citizenship and lifelong devotion to the pursuit of 
excellence. It has been bestowed only six times in the 83-year history 
of the Treasurers’ Association.

“My 34 years of service as treasurer have been a joy and labor of 
love and it is an honor to serve the citizens of my locality and my 
fellow treasurers across the Commonwealth,” said Kirby.

She has been past president of the Treasurers’ Association and past 
president of the Virginia Local Elected Constitutional Officers.

She was instrumental in developing the Treasurers’ Career Devel-
opment Program and the Master Treasurer and Master Deputy Trea-
surer Certification Programs awarded by the University of Virginia. 

KILMARNOCK—Independence Day, July 4th, falls on a Thursday this year 
so the Rappahannock Record will publish one day early next week.

The news and classified ad deadline for the Wednesday, July 3, issue will 
be noon on Monday, July 1, and the display ad deadline will be at 10 a.m. on 
Monday, July 1.

Papers will be at newsstands and in county mail boxes on Wednesday, July 
3.

The Record office will be closed on Thursday, July 4, and Friday, July 5, and 
re-open at 9 a.m. Monday, July 8.

KILMARNOCK—Town of Kil-
marnock offices will be closing early 
Friday, June 28, to move to 1 North 
Main Street. Phone lines will be dis-
connected at noon Friday to transfer 
to the new offices.

“I know we’re overdue,” said town 

planner Marshall Sebra, speaking of 
the old office building at 514 North 
Main. “That building was never suited 
to the needs of a town office.”

The town offices will open in the 
new location on Monday, July 1, but 
will be closed Thursday, July 4, and 
Friday, July 5, for the Independence 
Day holiday.

LANCASTER—Belle Isle State Park 
ranger and former waterman Andy Ran-
sone will conduct a crab pot workshop at 
10 a.m. Saturday, June 29, at the picnic 
area of the park.

A Lancaster native, Ransone’s roots 
run deep into the area, the water and the 
park.

His family ties here date from the early 
settlers of the Northern Neck who arrived 
in the 1600s. He grew up on Deep Creek 
which borders the park, and worked on 
the farm that occupied the land many 
years before it became a state park.  

“I grew up on the water. My uncles 
had crab and oyster houses. As far 
back as I can remember I was running 
around catching things on shore,” says 
Ransone.

At age 25 he began making crab pots, 
and then began using them to make 
money.

“It was nothing for me to check 100 
pots in the morning before I went to 
work,” he says.

Then he began other water ventures. 
He spent six years as a full-time com-
mercial waterman, but due to low oyster 
production had to pursue other occupa-
tions.

“I remember when the oysters just 
died out. It looks like they’re starting to 
make a comeback now though,” says 
Ransone.

He has been a ranger at Belle Isle State 
Park since 1999 and he continues to farm 
several hundred acres. He also has con-

LANCASTER—In what some of 
his critics are calling “Chicago-style 
politics,” school superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich fired back at county 
supervisors for cutting the 2013-14 
school budget by rallying school 
maintenance employees with threats 
of lay-offs, loss of benefits and 45-day 
contracts.

In a letter to employees and in a paid 
newspaper advertisement, Lukich 
said the county’s change to category 
spending restricted “use and transfer 
of budgeted funds” and the funding 
cut, specifically $455,000 to main-
tenance, “puts at risk the safety and 
security of 1,300 students when the 
new school year begins.” Also, Lukich 
wrote employees that the county’s “tax 
rate increase should recapture most if 
not all the revenue lost by the county 
from previous years.”

The superintendent was responding 
to the June 6 vote by county supervi-
sors cutting the school budget request 
of $15,240,000 by some $500,000, 
primarily in operations and mainte-
nance. In addition, supervisors issued 
a categorized budget that would 
not allow the school district to shift 
money between categories, such as 
spending money allocated to instruc-
tion for administration, to purchase 
buses or for maintenance costs. 
Public hearing

Last week, about two dozen school 
employees attended the county’s 
public hearing on the county budget. 
Half were school maintenance work-
ers who said they are worried about 
their jobs. Lukich did not attend the 
hearing.

“We will possibly lose our jobs,” 
said Larry Cox, a maintenance worker. 
“Why, if you have the money, why? 
Last night I got a contract for only 45 
days. So in August, we don’t know if 
we have a job.”

School funding dominates
Lancaster budget hearing

Lancaster supervisors will 
vote tonight, June 27, on a 
proposed 2013-14 county 
budget of $31,726, 263, 
including estimated expendi-
tures of $27,961,543.

The budget could include 
a reallocation of school fund-
ing by category. 

As proposed, the schools 
will receive an operating 
budget of $14,834,118, plus 
$585,000 for food service for 
a total of $15,419,118.

By category, school 
allocations would total 
$11,040,000 for instruction, 
$500,000 for technology, 
$668,028 for administration/
health, $1,100,000 for trans-
portation, $1,438,695 for 
operations/maintenance and 
$87,395 for debt service.

Ellen Booker Kirby displays her Jefferson Award.

Kirby receives
Jefferson award

Ransone to lead crab pot workshop

Park ranger Andy Ransone will offer tips on catching Chesapeake Bay blue 
crabs and making crab pots Saturday at Belle Isle State Park.

by Renss Greene

tinued to work the water over the years, 
including crabbing, oyster dredging and 
tonging, fishing and gill netting.

“I’ve kept my commercial license and 
I still like do that type of stuff for my 
family and friends,” he says.

Some folks might be wondering what 
the big thrill of crabbing is, especially 
when you can easily buy a bushel of 
crabs. For Ransone, the explanation is 
simple: “It’s just fun to go out there and 
hunt for them. You have to experiment 
here and there to see where they are. It 

really is like hunting on the water.”
After so many years on the water and 

gathering generations of stories, Ran-
sone has lots of interesting information 
to pass on.

The park will provide all the materials 
needed to make the crab pots. Addition-
ally, Ransone will offer tips on crabbing, 
share the history of watermen and crab-
bing in the area and answer any attendee 
questions. All ages are welcome. 

The fee is $30. Make reservations at 
462-5030.

Record to publish early next week

Town office to close
early on moving day

by Shannon Rice

by Audrey Thomasson

Budget adoption
expected tonight

“We’re here for the kids” and to 
keep the schools clean, said another 
maintenance employee, William Hub-
bard Jr. “And then we hear we could 
be laid off for something we didn’t do. 
I feel like I’m caught in the middle. 
We need a solid answer. We’re the 
ones who will suffer.”

Linda Coy said she is a 25-year 
resident and employee of the school 
system. She called the cuts “capri-
cious” and said she was distressed 
over the lack of cooperation between 
the county and school board.

Monty Jackson, who identified him-
self as a county resident retired from 
state and federal government work, 
suggested hiring an independent con-
tractor to solve budget disagreements 

and cutting employees at the top end 
of the salary scale rather than those at 
the bottom.

“Money is money. But...you can’t 
tear lives apart,” Jackson said.

C.D. Hathaway said he agreed with 
the idea of an independent financial 
person checking the books to find 
out why the school claims there will 
be $150,000 left over in the current 
budget and why the county claims 
there will be up to $940,000 in 
unspent funds. 

He defended the county’s financial 
advisor, Jack Larson. “Because of 
what he’s doing, he’s getting lynched,” 
said Hathaway.

Shaking his head in dismay, Dis-
trict 2 resident Charlie Costello said 
the purpose of the public hearing was 
to discuss the entire budget and not to 
focus just on the schools.

“No one (on the board of supervi-
sors) picked 14 people to cut their 
jobs,” he said.

The equalized tax rate adjustment 
will not raise taxes, he said. Although 
some individual real estate property 
taxes will go up a little, many more 
will go down, explained Costello.

“If (the schools) have problems 
with the categories...the school board 
should come back to supervisors in 
public session and get it resolved...
Fourteen people in maintenance are 
being used as pawns. It is wrong. 
It is a tactic that will backfire and 
shouldn’t be used. I’ll wager no one 
will lose their job over this,” Costello 
said. “It takes people of good will to 
get it done.”

Larson denied he’d been paid by 
the county as Lukich claimed in his 
advertisement. “Anything I’ve done...
has been as a concerned citizen,” he 
said. 

Larson, who recently retired 
as assistant county administrator 

SCHOOL BUDGET, continued on page A2
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in charge of managing the 
county’s budgeting process, 
said giving the school district 
“lump sum” spending the last 
few years wasn’t working. He 
said last year Lukich claimed 
teachers were underpaid and 
the budget didn’t allow him to 
hire a music teacher, “Yet there 
was unspent money in instruc-
tion.”  

Larson said the school 
budget regularly had substan-
tial unspent funds each year 
and they scrambled to spend 
in the final weeks when school 
was no longer in session.

“In all my years in govern-
ment, I’ve never seen this 
done,” he said.   

In addition, he noted school 
finance director Sue Salg’s 
answer to questions about the 
budget many times was “I 
don’t know.” When she finally 
offered an explanation, her 
answers were “inadequate,” 
said Larson.

“Under the code of Virginia, 
schools are to be efficient and 
effective. These schools have 
been inefficient for a long time 
and I’ve got reports to back it 
up. When you see this evidence 
of end-of-year spending, it isn’t 
right,” he said.

Larson said he did a “quick 
and dirty” recommendation 
on category spending, based 
on the information he could 
gather at that time and that 
he put money in the areas of 
highest priority. He said the 
operations and maintenance 
budget was cut based on esti-
mates of unspent funds, and he 
expressed concerns about large 
amounts spent on substitute 
janitorial services. “They are 
spending an outrageous sum 
of money for janitors, some 
$300,000. I’ve asked them to 
justify that number. The county 
contribution (to the school 
budget) keeps going up and up 
and up.”

Larson suggested the school’s 
director of operations “...put 
his thinking cap on and come 
up with a number that increases 
efficiency.  $14,732,395 is a 
good number. They can do it, 
not by dumping money at the 
end of the year...but by decid-
ing what is nice to have and 
what is a must have.”

Larson said hiring an inde-
pendent paid consultant isn’t 
the answer. “They need to work 
from the spirit of cooperation 
and not through an advertis-
ment” paid with county tax-
payer funds, he said.

School director of instruction 
John Tupponce said Lukich was 
out on personal business. 

“When we think about the 
work we do, we think about 
the kids. Please consider the 
kids. Please be reasonable and 
reconsider the ramifications of 
how we look at the categories,” 
said Tupponce.
Supervisors respond

Supervisors unanimously 
agreed there was no intent to 
get rid of any employees. 

“Let me make clear,” said 
District 4 supervisor William 
Lee, “It was no one’s inten-
tion (among supervisors)...
that anyone should lose their 
job.”

“The school board runs the 
schools, not this board,” said 
District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows. 

District 5 supervisor Wally 

DELTAVILLE—The world’s 
largest solar-powered ship 
recently anchored in Fishing 
Bay in Deltaville to avoid some 
bad weather in the ocean. 

The 100-foot-long Tûra-
nor PlanetSolar was launched 
in Kiel, Germany in March 
2010. In May 2012 it became 
the first ship to sail around the 
world solely on solar power. 
The solar panels are more than 
75-feet wide and 114-feet long 
and can move the 89-ton ship 

at an average of 5 knots.
This spring, Tûranor Plan-

etSolar broke her own 26-day 
speed record for crossing the 
Atlantic. This summer she is 
a scientific platform as part of 
the “PlanetSolar DeepWater” 
expedition to harvest new data 
along the Gulf Stream.

Due to the Tûranor Plan-
etSolar’s special features, the 
measurements collected by the 
onboard scientific team will not 
be distorted by pollutant gases. 

IRVINGTON—The town council will vote tonight, 
June 27, on the fiscal year 2013-14 budget of $143,298.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the town hall at 235 
Steamboat Road.

No other items are on the agenda for this second reading 
of the budget. 

Revenue and expenses total $105,298 plus a $38,000 
pass-through for Chesapeake Academy.

LANCASTER—Lancaster supervisors will vote 
on the proposed 2014 fiscal year budget of $27,961,543 
tonight, June 27.

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. at the county administra-
tion building in Lancaster.

A public hearing will be held on the tax levy for calendar 
year 2013. The real estate tax, as proposed, will increase to 
$0.50 per $100 of assessed value, an equalized increase of 
$0.11 to adjust to 2012 property reassessments.

Personal property and other taxes will remain at the 
same rate, per $100 of assessed value, with motor vehicles 
at $2.04, all other personal property at $1.52, machinery 
and tools at $1.52 and merchant’s capital at $1 per $100 of 
assessed value discounted 50%.

A public hearing will be held on an application from 
Wilmer E. Allen Sr. to place a manufactured home on 
0.40-acre general residential parcel at 45 First Street off 
Granville Bay Road in Monaskon.

WHITE STONE—In observance of the Fourth of July 
holiday, the White Stone Town Council has resched-
uled its monthly meeting to Thursday, July 11. 

Council normally meets on the first Thursday of each 
month but because the July meeting is scheduled on a holi-
day, members decided by consensus at their June meeting 
to change the date. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
town office.

School budget elicits comments
continued from page A1

Beauchamp agreed. “Keep one 
factor in mind—a reasonable, 
cost-effective school system. I 
haven’t seen that in a number 
of years. Fifteen administra-
tors make almost $1.5 million. 
I have no problem with sitting 
down with the school board. 
It’s long overdue.”

Bellows proposed adjust-
ments in allocations of the 
school budget by category, 
based on the latest available 
spending figures (See box). 
As proposed, some $338,000 
would be shifted back to the 
maintenance department. 

District 1 supervisor and 
board chairman Butch Jenkins 
said supervisors will vote on 
the final budget at their monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. June 27. 

“This is all propaganda in 
the same way (Lukich) used 
the music teacher position,” 
Bellows said after the meeting. 
“He continues to play these 
political games and pit people 
against people. Things will not 
change until things change or 
people change.”

Bellows said he prepared the 
adjustments prior to last week’s 
public hearing. “I thought we 
needed to spare the operations 
budget.”

However, he was critical of 
school officials on the way the 
budget was presented.

“There is no transparency 
in the school budget,” Bel-
lows said. “There should be 
joint meetings between the 
board of supervisors and 
school board in preparing the 
budget, as has been done in 
past years...Dan Lukich chose 
to take another path. He tried 
to pit the public against the 
board of supervisors. He puts 
gas on the fire.”
School board
members comment

Some school board mem-
bers expressed dismay about 
Lukich’s tactics. District 4 
member Patrick McCranie 
said he was not happy with the 
superintendent’s actions.

District 1 member Bob 
Smart said Lukich misled the 
public by saying he was acting 
on behalf of the school board 

when he sent the letter to the 
maintenance department and 
placed the newspaper ad. He 
and several board members 
said Lukich did not confer with 
them.

“Last year he put the fear in 
the teachers when he threat-
ened furloughs,” said Smart. 
“This year he used the mainte-
nance staff. All he needed to do 
was talk with supervisors.” 

Smart said many people 
believe Lukich engages in 
“Chicago-style politics,” refer-
ring to the superintendent’s 
prior job in the Chicago area. 

District 5 member and school 
board chairman Alex Fleet 
and District 3 member Don 
McCann confirmed they were 
not contacted by the superin-
tendent.

“I haven’t seen any of it,” 
said Fleet. “I think it’s always 
best...to have it confirmed with 
the school board. We’ll be dis-
cussing the budget changes in 
a special session July 8,” said 
Fleet. “I’m sorry this is hap-
pening to everyone.”

McCann said he did not 
object to Lukich’s comments. 
“The school board did support 
the budget. Those are all facts. 
I don’t have a problem with 
that.”

District 2 member Ella Davis 
declined to comment.

Dr. Lukich was attending 
a conference out of town and 
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The 100-foot-long Tûranor PlanetSolar in Fishing Bay in 
Deltaville  Photo by Tom Chillemi

World’s largest solar
ship visits local waters

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against four individuals.

A Black Stump Road man, 
39, was arrested June 18 on a 
Gloucester County charge of 
brandishing a firearm.

A Regina Road woman, 29, 
was charged June 18 with con-
tempt of court.

A School Street woman, 18,  
was charged June 20 with viola-
tion of probation in a Williams-
burg-James City County case.

A Belmont Creek Road 
man, 25, was charged June 22 
with drunk/reckless driving 
and charged with unreasonable 
refusal to submit to a blood/
breath test, second offense.
Activity report

June 17: Staff responded 
to a motorist’s complaint of a 
hunter shooting deer in the area 
of Mary Ball and Harris roads/
Long Lane Farm, to an assault 
call in the area of Twin Branch 
Road (unable to make contact 
with the complainant), and with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to the Rappahan-
nock General Hospital emer-
gency room to assist medical 
staff with a disorderly patient. 

June 18:  Staff responded 
with the White Stone Police 
Department (WSPD) to a traffic 
crash on Rappahannock Drive, 
to the area of the Norris bridge 
on a motorist’s complaint of a 
reckless driver, and to the Johns 
Neck Road area on a report of 
numerous trees and power lines 
down (Virginia Dominion Power 
reported 114 customers without 
power). Staff notified the game 
warden of a citizen’s request for 
advice in dealing with a fawn 
(game commission advises that 
the doe will leave the fawn in a 
protected area during the day 
and return at dusk; if at all pos-
sible, leave the fawn where it is; 
if necessary, move the fawn to a 
shaded, protected area nearby—
the doe will locate the fawn—
human scent on the fawn will 
not cause the doe to abandon 
the fawn). Staff received a bur-
glary report from Payne Shop 
Road (no loss reported), and 
received a motorist’s complaint 
of a reckless driver/tailgating 
in the area of James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway and Black 
Stump Road (no unit in position 
to intercept).

June 19:  Staff responded 
to the area of Kathy Drive on 
a complaint of five to six juve-
niles with BB guns damaging 
property and trespassing (juve-
niles ages 8-13 located, identi-
fied and the parents were con-
tacted), to an E911 disconnect 
call on Beach Road (telephone 
line problem), to a trespass/
curse and abuse complaint on 
Oyster Creek Drive, to a child 
custody/visitation dispute on 
Coxs Farm Road, to a distur-
bance call in the 200 block 
of Nuttsville Road, and to a 
mental health emergency in the 
7900 block of River Road (one 
subject taken into custody for 
emergency mental health treat-
ment). Staff received numerous 
cellular E911 calls determined 
to be made by a child playing 
with a deactivated cell phone 
(even if the telephone service 
has been terminated, E911 calls 
can still be made from all cell-
phones; please remove the bat-
tery before giving a cell phone 
as a toy to a child), received a 
motorist’s report of a motor 
scooter in the Ottoman area 
exceeding the 35 mph limit for 
such vehicles and children pas-

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers of the Lancaster County 
Sheriff's Office seeks information regarding a missing swimming 

pool pump.
On May 20, the sheriff's office received a report of a stolen pump 

from a swimming pool on Beach Road.
The sheriff 's office is looking for information about anyone selling 

a pump or who has offered to install a pump that is not a contractor.
If your information leads to an arrest, you could receive a reward. 

You do not have to give your name; you will be issued a number. You 
will not have to appear in court. Anything you say will be kept confi-
dential. Report information at 462-7463.

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Health Care Foundation 
(VHCF) recently awarded a 
local insurance broker and 
philanthropist its “Unsung 
Hero Child Health Champion 
Award.”

Iris Treakle, a volunteer 
administrator at the David 
B. Nichols Health Center on 
Tangier Island, was presented 
the award June 7 at VHCF’s 
“Heroes in Health Care” event 
in Richmond.

Shelagh Greenwood, mar-
keting and outreach man-
ager of the Family Access to 
Medical Insurance Security 
(FAMIS) program at the Vir-

ginia Department of Medical 
Assistance Services, nomi-
nated Treakle. Greenwood 
describes Treakle’s work in 
glowing terms. “What Iris has 
done to assist the residents 
of Tangier Island is nothing 
short of miraculous,” she said 
in Treakle’s nomination. “Her 
generosity and strength of 
purpose knows no end. She’s 
unstoppable!”

Included in the award is a 
$2,000 check to the David B. 
Nichols Health Center, where 
Treakle volunteers. Upon 
encouragement from the cen-
ter’s namesake, the late Dr. 
Nichols, Treakle took on hun-
dreds of hours of training to 
become an unpaid FAMIS 

From left are Del. Riley Ingram, VHCF board chairman Jane Kusiak, Iris Treakle, and Doug Gray 
of the Virginia Association of Health Plans.

Treakle presented ‘Unsung Hero Award’
by Renss Greene administrator.

FAMIS is a Virginia program 
that attempts to bring free or 
affordable health insurance 
to children of needy families. 
FAMIS is Virginia’s implemen-
tation of the federal Children’s 
Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP), which is designed as 
a stopgap to insure children of 
families with small incomes, 
who nonetheless make too 
much to qualify for Medicaid.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
reminds residents to learn their correct 

street address, especially those who receive 
their mail at a post office box.

The dispatch staff continues to receive 
emergency calls for service with the incorrect 
address being given by the caller. 

It also is important to learn the street address 
of friends and family and any residence from 

which a call may be placed for emergency 
services.

If the actual street address is not known, it is 
important to inform the dispatcher of the gen-
eral area, a nearby street name, and the town 
or county . The same or similar street name 
may be used in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties, which can cause confusion when dis-
patching emergency services. 

CRIME SOLVERS

sengers not wearing helmets, 
checked on the well-being of a 
Highbank Road resident at the 
request of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services needed) 
and notified the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) 
of a downed tree blocking the 
roadway in the Coxs Farm area.  

June 20:  Staff responded 
to the Department of Social 
Services to assist with an adult 
protective services investiga-
tion of a complaint of financial 
exploitation (complaint was 
unfounded), responded to the 
Merry Point ferry landing on 
a complaint of juveniles tres-
passing on posted property, and 
received a military ID card that 
was found by a citizen (ID card 
was returned to owner). 

June 21:  Staff received a 
complaint of local commercial 
vehicles speeding on Johns Neck 
Road, a report of trespassing and 
illegal dumping on Lumberlost 
Road (construction debris), a 
walk-in complaint of contractor 
fraud (complainant was advised 
that this is a civil, not criminal, 
incident), responded to a minor 
traffic crash at Mary Ball and 
Morattico roads, to an E911 
disconnect call on Senora Road 
(telephone line problem), with 
KPD to a minor traffic crash on a 
public parking lot (accused driver 
refused to identify himself, was 
determined to be a suspended 
driver), with KPD to a single-
vehicle traffic crash at Irvington 
and Harris roads, to a possible 
mental health emergency in the 
100 block of Irvington Road and, 
on request, attempted to contact 
a River Road resident and advise 
that his/her juvenile son/daugh-
ter was at the Northumberland 
sheriff’s office.

June 22:   Staff pursued a 
fleeing motorcyclist on Irving-
ton Road (pursuit was termi-
nated near Old Mill Cove Road), 
contacted a local wildlife reha-
bilitator when a citizen reported 
caring for an abandoned  hatch-
ling, received a motorist’s report 
of a reckless/tailgating driver 
on Alfonso Road, checked on 
the well-being of an Eagles 
Trace resident at the request of 
a concerned out-of-town family 
member (no emergency ser-
vices needed), and, on request of 
Fredericksburg authorities, con-
tacted a Clover Lane resident. 
Staff responded to a destruction 
of property complaint on New 
South Road, with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash (vehicle unoc-
cupied on Old Salem Road), 
to a domestic dispute on East 
Bay Drive, and with KPD to a 
roving fight reportedly involv-
ing 20 to 30 persons, some 
with bats, that began on Town 
Centre Drive, Kilmarnock Vil-
lage Apartments, and a North 
Main Street convenience store 
(Northumberland authorities 
also responded under mutual 
aid agreement). 

June 23:  Staff responded to a 
disturbance call on Twin Branch 
Road, to a domestic disturbance/
assault on Old Dominion Way, 
to Thrasher Court on a parental 
complaint of a juvenile destroy-
ing property (no loss reported), 
with Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Sullavans Road (DOA 
involved), to a shots fired call in 
the area of Mary Ball and Pinck-
ardsville roads, and to a domes-
tic disturbance on Woods Drive. 
Staff received a larceny report 
from a Gaskins Road resident, 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 

when prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
and removed dangerous debris 
from the Norris Bridge.

June 24: Staff responded to 
a possible mental health emer-
gency in the Lively area and 
received a walk-in report of a 
person now missing for 14 days.

The sheriff’s office also con-
ducted 25 traffic stops last week, 
issued nine summonses, assisted 
seven motorists, reported three 
deer strikes, handled four calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
seven building alarms, processed 
a mental health order, logged two 
inmate transports and fielded 
four calls for animal control.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash on Rappahanock 
Drive, to assist EMS on Chesa-
peake Trail, to downed power 
lines in the Johns Neck area, to 
a fire/smoke alarm on Lancaster 
Drive, to a traffic crash on 
Rappahannock Drive, a traffic 
crash on Old Salem Road and a 
fire alarm in the 3500 block of 
Windmill Point Road.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire department responded 
to a fire/smoke/heat alarm 
(ongoing faulty alarm issue) at 
Lancaster High School. 

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins 
this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against six individuals.

A Kinsale woman, 48, was 
charged June 13 with abusive 
language. The Westmoreland 
County Sheriff’s Office served 
the summons.

A Kinsale woman, 21, was 
charged June 14 with abusive 
language. The Westmoreland 
County Sheriff’s Office served 
the summons.

A Kilmarnock man, 30, was 
charged June 20 with domestic 
assault and battery.

A Warsaw woman, 56, was 
charged June 20 with assault 
and battery.

A Callao woman, 25, was 
charged June 21 with harassing 
communication.

A Heathsville man, 44, was 
charged June 23 with allowing 
a dog to run at large.

Learning 911 addresses could save lives



A4   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Tel: 804.438.9300     www.premiersailing.com

SUNFISH
LASER
OPTIMIST
420
And many more boats 
and parts. Sunfi sh in stock 
at your local dealer.

PREMIER BOAT SALES

Auditions
“Becky’s New Car”

By Steven Dietz
Directed by Randal Tyler

July 8 & 9, 2013 

6:30 pm for Actresses
7:30 pm for Actors

The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone

This play has roles for 
3 women & 4 men ages 18-70

435-3776
lancasterplayers.org

35 South Main Street,

Sterling Jewelry

(Selective Resale Apparel)

Brooks Stewart Skin Care Services
Master Esthetician

Classic Facials

SPECIAL  $15 Off 
Microdermabrasion, Chemical Peel 

and Microcurrent Facials
Offer Expires July 10, 2013

REEDVILLE—Smith Point 
Sea Rescue recently received 
a $3,000 grant from the River 
Counties Community Founda-
tion to purchase hand-held ther-
mal imaging devices which will 
provide valuable assistance in 
locating disabled boaters at night 
or in low-visibility situations.

The devices will be kept on 
Rescue I located in Reedville 
and on Rescue III located on the 
Coan River, according to board 
member Andy Kauders.

 The devices that will be pur-
chased are capable of clearly 
showing detailed images of 
people and objects when the 
device is aimed at them—in total 
darkness or fog—when every 
minute saved may be critical to a 
successful rescue, he said.

 As a search and rescue orga-
nization, Smith Point Sea Rescue 
is called out on missions in all 
sorts of weather conditions from 
the sheriff’s office or vessels in 
distress via “911” calls or VHF 
radio calls on channel 16.

"Finding and returning a 
stranded boater to safety at 
night is unquestionably one 
of our highest priorities and at 
the same time one of our most 
dangerous tasks," said Kaud-
ers. "Numerous problems that 
are not encountered in daylight 
need to be accommodated to 
find stranded boaters in the dark 
and return them safely to their 
dock or home. Visual piloting 
and imaging are difficult at best 
and are not reliable."

Rescue I and Rescue III are 
equipped with GPS navigation 
and radar, which are helpful in 

Concert sponsorship
The Eugene Duffer Foundation recently made a contribution 
to the Friends of Belle Isle in support of The Kings of Swing 
concert Saturday, June 29, at Belle Isle State Park. From left are 
Eugene Duffer Foundation president Jack Neal, Bill Pennell of 
the Friends of Belle Isle and Jackson Neal. The Kings of Swing 
performance is part of the Music by the River summer series 
at the park. The concert will begin at 6 p.m.

RICHMOND—Attorney 
General Ken Cuccinelli 
recently warned Virginians 
to be cautious of scam phone 
calls from individuals who 
claim to be an employee of 
their electric utility provider 
and demand immediate pay-
ment of their bill. 

There have been several 
recent reports of citizens 
receiving calls, where the 
caller claims to be a company 
employee and threatens to shut 
off electric service unless a 
delinquent bill is paid within a 
matter of hours.

Those called are then urged 
to go to Walmart or another 
retailer to purchase a Green 
Dot Visa card or other pre-paid 
debit card so that funds can 
be loaded onto the card and 
a payment can be made over 
the phone to the scammer. The 
scammers appear to be specifi-
cally targeting Spanish-speak-
ing customers, the elderly, and 
businesses in the state.

The scammers sometimes 
are able to gain an additional 
aura of legitimacy by “spoof-
ing” the utility’s phone number 
so that the citizen’s Caller 
ID makes it appear they are 
receiving a phone call from 
their utility.

Instances have been reported 
to date by customers of Shenan-
doah Valley Electric Coopera-
tive, Dominion Virginia Power 
and Rappahannock Electric 
Cooperative.

Cuccinelli offers these tips:

the identity of any individual 
calling who claims to repre-
sent a business. Do not pro-
vide money or personal infor-
mation to an unsolicited caller 
whose identity you are not able 
to verify.   

a decision. Legitimate com-
panies won’t pressure folks to 
make a snap decision.

purchasing a Green Dot card 

or other means. Immediately 
contact the utility’s local office 
to report the call and to verify 
account status.

the scammer, report that infor-
mation to local law enforce-
ment as well as state or federal 
law enforcement agencies such 
as the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.

“Scammers are always 
coming up with new tricks to 
take away your hard-earned 
money. Taking advantage of 
innocent people is intolerable, 
shameful, and appalling—
especially in this tough econ-
omy—and my office will not 
stand for it,” said Cuccinelli.

Consumers should know 
that, although it is possible 
that their utility may contact 
them by phone if they are 
delinquent on a bill, the util-
ity will never direct them to 
make a payment in a specific 
form, for example, by Green 
Dot Card. In those situations, 
the utility will only inform 
the customer of how they may 
make a payment, such as by 
coming to the corporate office 
and providing a check, money 
order or cash, or mailing a 
check with their most recent 
bill, or contacting the cor-
porate office and paying by 
credit or debit card. 

Consumers also should know 
that their utility typically will 
not communicate with them 
about the potential termination 
of their electric service over 
the phone, but instead will do 
so only through a mailed com-
munication.

Consumers with related 
questions may contact the 
Consumer Protection Hotline 
at 1-800-552-9963 from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays. Custom-
ers of Dominion Power can 
call 1-866-366-4357. Cus-
tomers of Rappahannock 
Electric Cooperative can call 
1-800-552-3904.

Packaging Solutions
                  

Chesapeake 
Commons 
Courtyard 

N. Main Street 
(next to Peebles) 

Kilmarnock
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435-9315 Mon.-Fri. 10-5

The Sewing Box
9:30 am - 5:30 pm

On June 28, Gov. Bob 
McDonnell will recognize the 
outstanding state employee 
recipients of the Governor’s 
Awards for Public Service.

Sharon Basey of Northum-
berland  has been selected as 
one of the 20 to represent the 
Commonwealth as an Ambas-
sador on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice (DJJ).

A former Northumber-
land County Public Schools 
educator, Basey is a state 
instructor and the training and 
development coordinator for 
DJJ. Basey is excited to repre-
sent her agency and the North-
ern Neck.

Attorney General 
issues consumer
alert regarding
utility scam calls

Summer Sale! 
June 29 – July 7

20% off 
ALL Apparel & Pictures

(excluding John Barber prints)

FREE Brighton Nautical Tote with 
$100 Brighton purchase

Sea rescue service 
to acquire thermal 
imaging devices
with grant funding

locating inanimate objects in 
the fog and the dark, but rec-
ognizing exactly what the radar 
beam is bouncing off is very 
difficult. One of the problems 
is distinguishing a manned boat 
from other objects that might be 
present: PVC pipes, birds, other 
boats, buoys, docks, crab pots, or 
pound nets. These obstructions 
can impact our mission by dis-
abling our rescue vessel if struck 
or if the propeller snares the line 
of a crab pot.

 These devices are extremely 
useful for search and rescue and 
when towing a boat back to the 
owner’s dock or a safe haven.

"Often, we motor up creeks 
and rivers that are not familiar," 
said Kauders. "Thermal imag-
ing devices will clearly allow 
us to distinguish crab pots, pil-
ings and other hazards, supple-
menting our radar capabilities 
at crucial times.  When closing 
in on a hazard, or even a dock at 
night, our rescue vessel may be 
required to stop quickly to avoid 
grounding or another hazard, but 
the rescued vessel without power 
has no inherent ability to brake 
or stop its motion through the 
water and will continue forward. 
This obviously creates new prob-
lems. The more information we 
have on the local area and condi-
tions, the safer all of us are. 

"When aiding disabled boat-
ers, our aim is always to return 
them to their dock or home 
safely, without damaging their 
boat or the rescue boat," contin-
ued Kauders. "The ability to see 
and avoid hazards in darkness 
and fog will greatly enhance our 
effectiveness and allow us to ful-
fill our mission."

Sharon Basey

Sharon Basey
receives public
service award
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Historic Roanoke Farm, Heathsville 

Tickets $25 

www.ststephensheathsville.org

James Justin & Co. 
and Code Blue 
Bluegrass Band

All you can eat! 
Corn Hole

Saturday, June 29  
4:30pm-8pm

Watermen’s
Sunday Brunch

580-2220

804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River

Wednesday  5pm - 9pm
Closed Thursday, July 4th

Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm
Sunday 5pm - 9pm

Have a Happy and Safe
4th of July!

The sweet sounds of acoustic rock and 
country blues recently filled the air at the 

fourth annual Kekoka Music Festival (KMF) at 
YMCA/APYC Camp Kekoka in Kilmarnock.

The weekend-long family event brought 
together local and national artists who per-
formed indoors and from the camp’s waterfront 
stage overlooking Indian Creek, said Camp 
Kekoka director Cassie Leichty.

Despite the wet weather, the festival raised 
$8,700 for camper scholarships, setting a new 
KMF record and helping to fulfill the camp’s 
promise of never turning away children regard-
less of financial means, said Leichty. 

The music began Friday with Mary and the 
Janes, followed by James Justin & Co. and The 
Waffle Stompers. The evening ended with the 
crowd dancing to KMF favorite, Mercy Creek. 

Saturday’s music began indoors with rock/
country band, The Floorboards, followed by 
The Wes Charlton Band. As the sun started to 
light up the grounds, listeners began heading 
to the waterfront and more folks started arriv-
ing. The music moved to the outdoor stage 
with more from Mercy Creek and The Waffle 
Stompers and ended with headliner, Bronze 
Radio Return.

“I am amazed more and more each year at 
the musicianship of the artists,” said Kathy 
Stevens, who co-chaired the event with her 
husband, Greg.  “This year’s lineup was the 
best yet!  The audience couldn’t get enough 
of Bronze Radio Return. And all of the artists 
play at a reduced rate to benefit our campers.”

Bronze Radio Return lead singer and guitar-

ist, Chris Henderson, noted the impact that 
camp can have on a child’s life, saying, “I 
happened to have a life-changing experience 
at a camp much like this, so this is kind of a 
serendipitous event for me coming here and 
thinking back on the amazing times and all the 
support that was around me at a camp like this. 
We feel very honored to be here, so thank you 
all for your support for this great cause.”

“If you’ve ever had the opportunity to be a 
part of a residence camp, you know how life 
changing it can be,” added Leichty. “On a 
daily basis I get to see these positive changes 
happen.  The artists who play at KMF just get 
it.”

Throughout the event, emcee Brad Grin-
nen thanked the sponsors and the many vol-
unteers, without whom the event would have 
been impossible:  Legend Brewing Co, 101.7 
Bay FM, Noblett, Ware & Peoples, United 
States Senate Federal Credit Union, 92.3 FM 
The Tide, Commonwealth One Federal Credit 
Union, Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts, 
Hubbard, Terry & Britt, Innovative Audio & 
Sound, Rappahannock General Hospital and 
Audi of Alexandria.

Leichty was particularly grateful to Brian 
Thompson of Innovative Audio & Sound.  
“Brian donated all of his time and first rate 
sound and lighting equipment. When the rain 
stopped, he didn’t hesitate to move all of his 
gear to the stage. And let me tell you, between 
the sound and lighting equipment and the 
backline instrumentation, he had a lot of gear 
to move!”

HEATHSVILLE—On June 
22, the Northumberland County 
NAACP hosted “A Mid-Summer 
Night’s Dream,” a black tie dinner 
gala in commemoration of its first 
rite of passage program.

The gala was held in the O. A. 
Brinkley Fellowship Hall at First 
Baptist Church near Heathsville. 
It was to celebrate the program, 
the participants’ accomplish-
ments, and to provide the par-
ticipants an opportunity to dem-
onstrate their personal growth, 
reported Lillia Waddy.  

Following an opening prayer by 
the Rev. Kenneth Rioland, pastor 
of Macedonia Baptist Church in 
Heathsville, the rite of passage 
stars and their escorts were intro-
duced. 

Each participant played a 
key role in the dinner program. 
Alonza Sutton gave the welcome, 
followed by a reading by Camden 
Cooke from William Shake-
speare’s  “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” Nychelle Thompson 
presented a reading by Myra 
Angelo,  “Still I Rise”; Justice 
Snow sang a solo, “Our God is an 
Awesome God.”  Jermaine Ball 
provided the blessing. Music was 
provided by Total Commitment 
from Gloucester while guests 
feasted on a meal prepared by the 
First Baptist Church culinary arts 
ministry.

Following dinner, KaLeesha 
Owens introduced the messenger, 
Dr. Charles Christian, a retired 
distinguished professor of urban /
social geography at Coppen State 
College in Baltimore, Md. He has 
dedicated his life to educating the 
young and old about the African 
American experience.

Dr. Christian presented a most 
inspiring message on turning 
dreams into realities, said Waddy. 
Dr. Christian also is the founder 
of the Black Saga competition 
which has been implemented in 
elementary and middle schools 

Note Connection gives concert
The Note Connection presented a concert June 26 at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury 
near Irvington. The program featured spirituals and popular favorites, including some Andrews 
Sisters numbers. The Notes are a close harmony ensemble of 10, founded and directed by 
Mary Ann Goodall and accompanied by Carina Harrison. Percussion was provided by Winnie 
McCrobie.  From left are Harrison, Cheryl Brown Davis, Gini 
Nowakoski, Nancy Williams, Lyn Conley, Carol Purcell, Paula 
Ransone, Lynnie McCrobie, Lynne Saunders, Stephanie Phillips 
and Goodall.

Dr. Christian addresses
Rite of Passage assembly

throughout the country.
Jermaine Ball recited a poem, 

“Stepping Stones.” Each of 
the stars was presented a copy 
of Dr. Christian’s book, Black 
Saga. The books were donated 
by Carolyn Jett, director of the 
Mary Ball Museum. Each star 
also received a certificate of 
completion of the five-month 
program and a monetary award 

from the NAACP. 
Cooke was crowned “Mr. Nor-

thumberland County NAACP.” 
In this capacity, he will serve as 
the teen spokesperson in assist-
ing the organization in accom-
plishing its mission of ensuring 
the political, educational, social 
and economic equality of all 
citizens of Northumberland 
County.

Bronze Radio Return electrifies the dancing audience.

Clouds hold silver lining
for Kekoka Music Festival
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The Northern Neck abounds in garden 
spots. Each year Historic Garden Week 

features some of the most elegant ones, as 
visitors spend a day traversing the plantings 
and admiring the buildings. Most of the gar-
dens are in idyllic settings, but a local one is 
in what must be a unique venue. The garden 
of Anna Safelle, better known as Ann, is not 
in a bucolic lea or on the edge of a waterside 
embankment, rather it is in a junkyard. The 
Elder B.E. properly corrected me, noting that 
Ann’s garden is in a “recycling yard,” for the 
junk that Leon amasses is only there tempo-
rarily.

The story began two decades ago when 
Ann’s husband, Leon, applied for a permit to 
establish a recycling center in Lottsburg. He 
hoped to build a viable business, and in the 
process, to eliminate many of the eyesores in 
the Northern Neck. He thought that if people 
could be paid for their junk, they would bring 
it to him, thereby cleaning up their yards and 
fields. His plan has worked brilliantly, and 
confirming Adam Smith’s 18th-century idea 
of supply and demand, with the Recession 

causing people to look for cash, Leon has pro-
vided it in return for their junk.  

At the center on Route 360, Leon and his 
staff, many of whom are family members, 
take all forms of metal, in return for which 
they pay the going price.  Driving up the high-
way the sight of trucks and trailers loaded 
with piles of rusty metal, headed for Leon’s 
establishment, has become commonplace. 
His operation has grown, and has resulted in a 
much cleaner Northern Neck.

Leon is a hands-on manager, who likes to 
know what is happening in all areas of his 
business. Several years ago he and Ann made 

the decision to move their home to the busi-
ness, and built a beautiful house facing the 
masses of aluminum, steel, iron, copper, and 
other metals waiting to be hauled away in the 
next step of the recycling process. They cut 
out of the yard a large piece of land on the 
perimeter of the woodland, and fenced the new 
yard in chain link with green slats inserted for 
privacy from the business. 

Within that enclave, Ann has produced 
a verdant oasis of flowers and shrubs. Leon 
maintains that the garden is her operation, but 
some of the relatives have said they share in 
the work of keeping it the beautiful spot it is. 
The landscape design, albeit small, is remi-
niscent of the legacy of Capability Brown 
or Frederic Law Olmstead, although Ann 
has concentrated on blooming plants instead 
of long expanses of trees and hillsides. Her 
green thumb is evident in every corner, espe-
cially with her selection of roses. The latter 
are among the healthiest ones I have seen any-
where.

For most people the best view of the garden 
is from the scales that weigh the trucks before 

and after the loads are delivered. The site is 
a surprise to first-time customers, who think 
they are going to a junkyard, only to find a 
lady mulching her plants, trimming their 
prongs, and watering their roots. Leon says 
he is happiest living at his business, and Ann 
is happiest in her own bailiwick, the garden. 
She has utilized every bit of soil to the maxi-
mum with flowers per square foot worthy of a 
botanical park.

Over the years I have taken many garden 
tours and seen countless floral displays, but 
Ann’s is unlike any other. She is a model for 
anyone who becomes discouraged with gar-
dening, for she has transformed a part of a 
junkyard into a vista of great beauty.  

Visiting Leon’s center brings to mind the 
old adage that if one builds a better mouse-
trap, the world will beat a path to his door. 
He has performed a wonderful service to the 
Northern Neck, and thanks to Ann, using that 
service treats the customers to an object of 
profound beauty. Leon and Ann together have 
produced a “garden junkyard,” and that term 
is not an oxymoron.

She is a model for anyone 
who becomes discouraged 
with gardening, for she 
has transformed a part of 
a junkyard into a vista of 
great beauty.

Focal Point

The first boat ride of the summer proved eventful as dolphins were spotted on the 
Potomac River near Edwardsville.

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Last week we saw wide-
spread support for our 

men and women in uniform 
as the House of Represen-
tatives passed the Fiscal 
Year 2014 National Defense 
Authorization Act, earlier 
approved by the House 
Armed Services Committee.

I was pleased to see a 
bipartisan show of commit-
ment, both in committee and 
in the full House, to our all-
volunteer force and to ensur-
ing that our national defense 
infrastructure remains capable 
of protecting our freedoms.

Our nation faces economic 
woes at home as well as con-
tinually rising threats abroad, 
and it is absolutely critical in 
these challenging times that 
our nation’s elected leaders 
find balanced, responsible 
ways to provide for and main-
tain a ready force. As chair-
man of the Armed Services 
Committee’s Readiness Sub-
committee, I remain commit-
ted to the honorable men and 
women who serve this nation, 
and to their families.

I will continue to pursue 
policies that ensure these men 
and women are taken care 
of, both in their training and 
the equipment they need to 
do their jobs, and when they 
return home.

I also was proud to sup-
port important legislation 
that would lead to significant 
job growth in Virginia and 
increased energy indepen-

dence for the U.S. H.R. 2231, 
the Offshore Energy and Jobs 
Act, was advanced out of the 
House Natural Resources 
Committee Wednesday with 
my support.

I have long-argued that our 
nation must implement an all-
of-the-above energy approach 
to harness all available forms 
of energy, including the oil 
and natural gas resources 
off our nation’s coasts. Con-
tinually relying on sources of 
energy in unstable parts of 
the world presents a serious 
threat to our national security, 
and I believe we must find 
ways to minimize that reli-
ance.

H.R. 2231 would lift prohi-
bitions on the exploration of 
these resources off the coast 
of Virginia, as well as other 
coastal areas in the U.S. This 
issue is one that is important 
for job growth and economic 
security, and I believe we 
can significantly reduce 
our nation’s dependence on 
foreign sources of energy 
without harming marine 
resources.

The bill moves to the full 
House for consideration. 
Responsible efforts such as 
this one, as well as those 
that advance various forms 
of renewable and sustain-
able forms of energy that 
I have championed, must 
be included in our nation’s 
energy strategy moving for-
ward.

Do you remember?
The Kilmarnock Museum is asking for help in identifying anyone in this photo. It is possibly a 
class portrait from White Stone High School, said museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
To offer assistance, call 804-296-0930. “Do You Remember?” is a community service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum. 

YOUR LETTERS

What has become of the Lan-
caster County School Board?  
Its use of public funds to pub-
lish an ad hominem attack on 
a citizen and taxpayer criti-
cal of its budget is outrageous 
(School’s Budget Prevails - 
Paid Advertisement 6/20/13)!

Is this the “Chicago” way?
William H. Pennell Jr.,

Lancaster

Outrageous

In the recent letter “Climate 
Change Alarmists and Skeptics,” 
the writer claims there is no scien-
tific evidence of human-induced 
global warming.  He’s right that 
there is no unanimity, but there is 
general consensus among scien-
tists that earth’s temperatures are 
rising and that it is, in part at least, 
due to human activity.

The International Panel on 
Climate Change is an accepted 
authority on climate change 
whose reports are written, con-
tributed, and reviewed by thou-
sands of scientists. It’s Fourth 
Assessment report stated: “Most 
of the observed increase in 
globally averaged temperatures 
since the mid-20th century is 
very likely (>90%) due to the 
observed increase in anthropo-
genic (human) greenhouse gas 

Many scientists
agree, humans
add to earth’s
temperature rise

concentrations.”
The New York Times report on 

that assessment reads: “the lead-
ing international network of cli-
mate scientists has concluded for 
the first time that global warming 
is ‘unequivocal’ and that human 
activity is the main driver, ‘very 
likely’ causing most of the rise in 
temperatures since 1950.”

Perhaps more convincingly,  a 
2013 survey published in Envi-
ronmental Research Letters, 
found that 3,984 abstracts from 
peer-reviewed papers were pub-
lished on climate change between 
1991 and 2011. Of those authors 
who expressed an opinion on 
anthropogenic global warming, 
98.1% agreed that climate change 
is caused by human activity.

The writer questioned whether 
there is actually an increase in 
temperatures in recent years.  
NASA released a report last Janu-
ary stating:  “NASA scientists say 
2012 was the ninth warmest of 
any year since 1880, continuing 
a long-term trend of rising global 
temperatures. With the exception 
of 1998, the nine warmest years 
in the 132-year record all have 
occurred since 2000, with 2010 
and 2005 ranking as the hottest 
years on record.”

Certainly there is no unanimity 
on the issue of climate change. 
But it is more reliable to listen to 
the scientific community than the 
ample speculation offered to us 
by politicians and political com-
mentators.

Jeffrey Warren,
Kilmarnock

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the June 27, 1913, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)
Blue And Gray To Meet

Forty thousand veterans of the war between the 
North and South will be encamped next on a field 
at Gettysburg, the scene of the greatest battle of 
that struggle. The survivors of the armies that 
opposed each other will meet again as friends and 
comrades, not as foes, on the fiftieth anniversary 
of that mighty engagement. They have lived long 
enough to forget past bitterness and to remember 
only the valor that made Gettysburg one of the 
greatest battles in the world’s history.

The reunion will last from July 1 to July 4, 
inclusive. The first day to be known as Veterans’ 
Day, the second as Military Day, the third as Civic 
Day and the fourth and last as National Day.

Crisp News
The State Board of Education is in session in 

Richmond this week working on the several con-
tests for division superintendents.

The death list of the storm that swept the Flor-
ida Keys Friday night reached two hundred. The 
property damaged was enormous.

Judges, lawyers, policemen and spectators were 
sent scurrying to cover in the Criminal Court of 
Washington Monday, when Ray M. Stewart, aged 
18, fired three shots in an attempt to “shoot up” 
the court.

The schooner Hester A. Waters, which was 
blown ashore near the mouth of the Rappahan-
nock last February, and Capt. T. F. Wright and 

YESTERYEAR, continued on page A7

As the Fourth of July holiday 
approaches and we celebrate 
Independence, keep in mind it’s 
about freedom from an oppres-
sive government.

It’s about “Life, Liberty and 
the Pursuit of Happiness.”

It’s about the responsibility 
to preserve freedom and liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness and 
government which derives its 
just power from the consent of 
the governed.

Heed the bumper stickers:
“Trust in God, not the govern-

ment.” 
“I’ll keep my God, my free-

dom, my guns and my money. 
You can keep ‘The Change’!”

“America will never be 
destroyed from the outside. If 
we falter and lose our freedoms, 
it will be because we destroyed 
ourselves.” — Abraham Lincoln

“Socialism: Trickle up pov-
erty.”

“The problem with Socialism 
is that eventually you run out of 
other people’s money.”

“Obama is a Socialist.”
“Fight Socialism, Impeach 

Obama.”
“When the people fear their 

government, there is tyranny; 
when the government fears 
the people, there is liberty.” 
—Thomas Jefferson

“IRS: Internal Retaliation 
Service.”

“Irony is asking the govern-
ment to fix the problem it cre-
ated.”

“Free men do not ask permis-
sion to bear arms.”

“Those who would give up 
their freedoms for security, don’t 
deserve either one.” —Benjamin 
Franklin

“If you think health care is 
expensive now... wait until it’s 
free!”

“The time is near at hand 
which must determine whether 
Americans are to be free men or 
slaves.” —George Washington

“Lincoln freed the slaves, now 
Obama is enslaving the free!”

“Nobody owns you, Nobody 
owes you.”

“Free people own guns, slaves 
don’t.”

“No free man shall ever 
be denied the use of arms.” 
—Thomas Jefferson

“Free markets, not freeload-
ers.”

“Land of the free, not a free 
ride.”

For a free ride, call the White 
House: 1-800-WELFARE.”

“OBAMAMART: Where 
everything is free—But your 
kids are gonna pay.”

“Born free, taxed to death.”
“After free enterprise is 

destroyed, who will he tax then?”
“I’m the one paying for all the 

free stuff Obama is giving away.”
“Honk if I’m paying your 

mortgage.”
“USA turning into a third 

world nation one policy at a 
time. Thank Obama.

“Government didn’t build our 
business, we did that.”

“In any war, the first casualty 
is common sense, and the second 
is free and open discussion.” 
—James Reston
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Meet the PEP BOYS!  Manny, Mo and 
Jack are beautifully marked tuxedo 
kittens, 10 weeks old.  They have had 
a vet exam, first kitten shots and they 
are all leukemia and FIV negative.  
These little brothers are playful and 
eager for their forever home.  Cinna-
mon, our precious little girl, is a 6 
week old tortoiseshell kitten.  She has 
had her preliminary vet check and is 
very healthy.  All kittens are litter box 
trained, quite socialized, and fostered 
in Irvington.  

Call Linda at 757-880-5945. 

For Adoption! 

JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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FYI
River Market
Join The Fun 

FRIDAY!

White Stone
435-1725

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

’
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family narrowly escaped being lost, has been 
renamed the Virginia Carroll. The vessel was 
rebuilt at H. R. Humphreys’ marine railway at 
Weems, and given the new name after a niece of 
the owner, Dr. C. D. Merchant, of Harmony Vil-
lage, Va.

The navy added its first victim to the death roll 
of the air Friday when Ensign William D. Billing-
sly was hurled from a disabled biplane 1,625 feet 
in the air and fell, straight as a plummet, into the 
depth of Chesapeake Bay, about five miles from 
Kent Island, Md.   Lieut. John H. Towers, chief of 
the navy aviators, clung to the hurtling wreck that 
followed his comrade’s course from sky to water 
and escaped death almost miraculously.
Fleets Bay Neck

Mrs. E. A. Long is visiting the family of her 

uncle, N. B. Treakle.
Capt. Ben Chilton, of Chili, visited W. S. Sand-

ers and family one day last week
W. S. Sanders and family visited friends at 

White Stone last Sunday.
Miss Frances Hyson, who has been visiting her 

aunt, Mrs. Geo. Hubbard, returned to her home in 
Baltimore last Friday.

We are sorry to report our friend and neighbor, 
E. P. Williams, quite indisposed at this writing. 
We wish for him a speedy recovery.

Steamer fishing was a little better last week, 
and the recent gentle showers have somewhat 
revived the drooping spirits of the farmers; so 
every prospect pleases and only man is vile.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Bay Journal News Service

The plastic bags and bottles 
that litter streets, rivers and 
beaches create an eyesore and 
a threat to wildlife that may 
ingest or become entangled 
in them. But increasingly, sci-
entists around the region, and 
the globe, wonder whether tiny 
bits of plastic that go unseen 
may pose an equal or even 
greater threat.

Much of the concern 
about plastic marine debris 
has stemmed from emotion-
ally charged photos of birds 
wrapped in plastic fishing line 
or tangled in six-pack plastic 
rings, or reports of plastic bags 
found in the guts of turtles.

But plastic doesn’t easily 
go away. Over time, it typi-
cally breaks down into smaller 
and smaller particles known 
as microplastics, eventually 
becoming invisible to the 
human eye.

Now, scientists are worried 
that the growing concentra-
tions of those unseen particles 
in the nation’s waterways may 
be consumed by filter-feeding 

Invisible microplastics threaten bottom of marine food web
by Karl Blankeship fish and oysters, or by tiny 

zooplankton, which form the 
base of the aquatic food chain.

“The smaller they are, the 
greater the population of crit-
ters” that can consume them, 
noted Robert Hale, a professor 
in the Department of Environ-
mental and Aquatic Animal 
Health at the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science.

There  is reason to suspect 
that portions of waterways 
and the oceans are becoming 
a soup of microplastic par-
ticles. Despite the increased 
global production of plastics, 
the amount of floating plastics 
observed in the North Atlantic 
over the last two decades has 
not notably changed, “indicat-
ing that loss through fragmen-
tation, sedimentation, ingestion 
and deposition may be signifi-
cant and should be quantified,” 
stated a report from a 2010 
workshop on microplastics 
sponsored by National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration’s Marine Debris Pro-
gram.

But the issue is so new — 
and has received so little study 
— that scientists are at a loss to 

estimate the level of risk posed 
by tiny bits of plastic. “There 
was high uncertainty sur-
rounding many of the poten-
tial sources, stressors, effects 
and impacts,” the 2010 report 
summed up.

Water-sampling equipment 
often uses nets with a mesh 
that is too large to capture 
microplastics. When they are 
caught, they are often discarded 
as debris. But in the few places 
where scientists have looked at 
microplastics over the years, 
they see an increasing trend.

Studies in Puget Sound by 
the University of Washington-
Tacoma have found that as 
much as 10% of the total mass 
of suspended solids in water 
samples consists of microplas-
tics, with the average being 
about 1.8% — and those sam-
ples don’t include the smallest 
particles. The study indicated 
that limited work in the Chesa-
peake had similar results.

Interest about the impact 
of plastics on aquatic envi-
ronments has grown in recent 
years since the discovery of 
large plastic-filled “garbage 
patches” in the Pacific and 

Atlantic oceans — areas where 
currents sweep together huge 
accumulations of plastics that 
wash off the continents and 
into the sea. The patches are 
a vivid reminder of how long 
plastics stay in the environ-
ment.

The qualities that make plas-
tics useful —durability, light 
weight and long life — make 
them dangerous when they end 
up in the water, where they can 
last for decades, perhaps cen-
turies.

To address those problems, 
manufacturers often design 
things like bags to degrade. 
But that doesn’t mean the plas-
tic goes away — it just breaks 
into smaller and smaller pieces. 
“From a chemical toxicology 
standpoint, maybe you traded 
one problem for another,” Hale 
said.

Depending on their size and 
composition, as they break 
into particles plastics may 
release previously bound-
up chemicals into the water. 
At the same time, limited 
research suggests the chang-
ing composition of the smaller 
plastic bits may make it easier 
for them to absorb other chem-
icals in the water. Tests have 
shown that some small plastic 
particles readily take up PCBs 
and DDT.

When something comes 
along and eats the plastic bit, 
Hale said, “they have basically 
ingested a pill of chemicals.”

No one knows how long 
small plastic particles may 
stay afloat in a place like the 
Chesapeake. The particles 
might be flushed out of the bay 
quickly, or they may attract 
a biological film that weighs 
them down and causes them to 
bind with other particles and 
sink. They might be buried by 
sediments, possibly releasing 
“microbursts” of chemicals, or 
continually be re-suspended in 
the water over time by waves 

and wind, Hale said.
There are two main sources 

for microplastics in aquatic 
systems. The first is from plas-
tic trash which finds its way 
into waterways, where it grad-
ually breaks down into smaller 
particles.

The second source is tiny 
plastic beads which are 
increasingly found in many 
personal care products such 
as scrubs, shampoos, soap, 
toothpaste, lip gloss, deodor-
ants and sunblocks. People 
who never think of themselves 
as litterbugs may be washing 
plastic microbeads down the 
drain every time they wash 
their hair or take a shower. 
(Unilever, which manufactures 
such brands as Ponds and Axe, 
recently announced it would 
phase out the use of plastic 
microbeads in its products.) 
Microbeads are particularly 
difficult to measure because 
they are typically less than 0.3 
millimeters (less than 1/80th 
of an inch).

“They were designed to 
go down the drain. All of our 
plankton tow nets are too 
big,” said Kirk Havens, assis-
tant director of the Center for 
Coastal Resources Manage-
ment at VIMS. “Once they’re 

in the system, you can’t get 
them out.”

Limited studies in other 
places have found accumula-
tions of microbeads in the guts 
of mussels, and microplas-
tics in some fish and even 
whales. Their ingestion could 
introduce toxins into the food 
chain; but even if chemicals 
were not a problem, the mate-
rials can create obstructions 
that keep the organisms from 
taking in enough food, leading 
to malnutrition or starvation, 
the studies suggested.

VIMS scientists are partner-
ing with the Hampton Roads 
Sanitation District to determine 
whether microbeads could be 
made of a plant-based sub-
stance, polyhydroxyalkanoate, 
which rapidly biodegrades in 
the marine environment. 

But for the most part, out of 
sight has meant out of mind, 
Hale said. “To the general 
public, the idea of microplas-
tics is not sexy. It is like another 
invisible threat,” he said. “But 
from the scientific standpoint, 
I think it is something that 
needs to be evaluated to estab-
lish how big a problem it really 
is.”

Distributed by Bay Journal 
News Service Yesteryear

continued from page A6

Survivors of military service 
members are entitled to ben-
efits through two programs; the 
Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DCI) and the 
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), 
both under the auspices of the 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

On July 17, MOAA Auxiliary 
members will visit their respec-
tive congressman to voice their 
support for legislation to repeal 
SBP-DIC offsets, said Peggy 
Lassanske, auxiliary liaison for 
the Northern Neck Chapter of 
the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America (NNMOAA).

Following the September 11, 
2001, attack on the Pentagon, 
Congress opened the Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) to all ser-
vicemembers who die on active 
duty on or after that date. Previ-
ously, survivors were covered 
under SBP only if their sponsor 
had served 20 or more years on 
active duty and elected to pay a 
premium of 6.5% of retired pay 
to provide 55% of their military 
retirement to a survivor. All survi-
vors of service-connected deaths 
are eligible for a DCI benefit of 
$1,215 a month. However, if the 
military retiree was enrolled in 
the SBP, DIC is deducted dollar 
for dollar from the surviving 

NNMOAA explains legislation to repeal
disabled veterans and military spouse offsets

spouse’s SBP annuity.
Sen. Bill Nelson of Florida 

and Rep. Joe Wilson of South 
Carolina have introduced com-
panion House and Senate Bills, 
to repeal the SBP-DIC offset for 
survivors.

“DIC for a service-caused 
death should be added to any 
SBP purchased by the retiree, 
not substituted for it,” said Las-
sanske.

The legislation also will 
address benefits available to 
retired service members with 
disabilities caused by military 
service (as determined by the 
VA).   

According to NNMOAA vice 
president for legislative affairs 
retired Brig. Gen. Wes Edwards, 
“disabled veterans are forced 
into financing their own VA dis-
ability compensation by forfeit-
ing $1 of their service-earned 
military retired pay for each $1 
of disability compensation they 
receive from the VA.

“Military people forced into 
medical retirement by service-
caused disabilities before attain-
ing 20 years of service should 
be ‘vested’ in retired pay earned 
by service,” continued Edwards.  
“Veterans’ disability compensa-
tion, on the other hand, is rec-
ompense for pain, suffering and 

lost future earning power caused 
by a service-connected illness 
or injury.  Military retirement 
benefits and SBP are intended 
to compensate for years of ser-
vice, while VA disability com-
pensation and DIC are intended 
to compensate for disability or 
death attributable to military ser-
vice.

“This legislation is intended 
to make it permissible to receive 
both sets of benefits concur-

rently; thereby eliminating the 
unfair practice of the veteran/ 
survivor paying for VA disability 
from retirement pay.” concluded 
Edwards. 

For additional information, or 
if you are impacted by the SBP/
DIC offset issue, contact Peggy 
Lassanske at 804-453-5357.

A cutline appearing last week 
with a photo regarding a small 
tornado or small microburst on 
Johns Neck Road, misidentified 
the owner of a pickup truck. 
The large tree snapped in half 
damaged Brad Kellum’s pickup 
truck parked in his driveway.

Correction

Is your business surfing for

We have about 7,000 of them who 

patronize our newspaper, the origi-

nal social network in our area, every 

week! To send them a post, contact 

us at 435-1701 or mail@RRecord.com.

Record
Rappahannock
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Heathsville Lodge No. 109 Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons presented two Grand Lodge of Virginia Community 

Builder's Awards at their recent Ladies Night Banquet, reported 
Lodge secretary Elwood Ball.

The award to Mrs. Pauline "Pim" Montgomery stated:
Mrs. Montgomery is a leader and outstanding member of 

Northumberland County. She is past president of the Virginia 
Cooperative Extension Leadership Council, chairman of the 
subcommittee of the scholarship drive, and a current member of 
the board of directors of the 4H Education Center, the Lancaster 
County YMCA, and the Northumberland Homemakers Club. She 
is active in the Northumberland County Republican Commit-
tee and a retired Flotilla Commander of the United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary.  In addition she has generously contributed 
to many local charities including the Northumberland County 
YMCA, the American Red Cross, the Boy Scouts of America, 
the Northumberland County Animal Shelter, and the Heathsville 
United Methodist Church.

The award to the Rev. James Godwin stated:
The Reverend James Godwin 

is a well-known and popular 
resident of the Northern Neck. 
He retired as a United Meth-
odist Minister after 32 years 
in 1996 and returned in 1999 
at the urging of the Virginia 
Methodist District Superinten-
dent to serve for 12 more years 
as pastor of Heathsville United 
Methodist Church where he 
increased attendance by over 
400 percent.  During his tenure 
he each year invited and rec-
ognized the local Masonic 
Lodges for the Saint John’s Day 
celebration.  Pastor Godwin 
continues to actively serve the 
local community.  He is past 
president of the Rappahannock 
Amateur Radio Association, 
past chairman of the Blessing of the Menhaden Fleet, and current president of the Reedville Street 
Light Association.  He was the first president of the governing board of the Northumberland County 
YMCA, and past president and current member of the Kiwanis Club.

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444   
www.embracelifeatrwc.org   
132 Lancaster Drive   
Irvington, Virginia 22480 

Fred Gilman recently spent time in RWC’s Health Center. 
Fortunately, there was an opening at RWC, a rare opportunity 
for community folks because RWC residents have top priority for 
utilization of health services. This is a distinct advantage RWC 
residents highly value. “I now understand the peace of mind that 
comes with living at RWC. Residents are able to live life to the 
fullest, knowing they have the very best care to back them up.” For 
information on becoming a resident, call 804-438-4000 today.
 

Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2013 RWC

“I now understand the extraordinarily 
 high level of care residents receive 
 while living at RWC.” — Fred Gilman, Weems wwwhhhhhhiiiiillllleeeeeee llliiiiivvvvviinnnnngggggg  aaaattttt RRWWCCC..”” — — FrFF ededed GG illillmamaann,n, W W

THE FOOT CENTER
DR. NOEL P. PATEL

PODIATRIST

DR. WILLIAM W. ENG

PODIATRIST

New Non-Surgical Treatment for Corns & Calluses

720 Irvington Road
KILMARNOCK

 
 

 

Monday thru Friday evening hours available
OPEN

435-1644

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

FROM THE 
POTOMAC RIVER 

TO THE 
YORK RIVER

A FREE GUIDE TO THE 
NORTHERN NECK AND 
MIDDLE PENINSULA

Advertise in the 
August Rivah!

On newsstands August 1!
SUPER SAVINGS by advertising 

in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: July 17
Call the Rappahannock Record

 at 435-1701 
soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our
Rivah website Special!

CASA honors board members
Northern Neck CASA recently honored outgoing board members for their service to children. 
At left, board member Ken Baker presents a resolution in memory of Tony Callaghan to his 
wife, Frances. Callaghan was Northern Neck CASA’s president who died in April. At right, 
outgoing board members who served CASA for four consecutive years, Myrtle Phillips and 
Craig Kauffman, also were recognized.

IRVINGTON—The Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution 
held a luncheon meeting June 
17 at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury. 

Principal speaker Peter 
Teagle discussed the Yorktown 
campaign of 1781, led by Col. 
John Lamb and his unit in the 
week-long siege of the Brit-
ish lines. He also discussed 
the weapons employed by the 
American forces which con-
sisted primarily of canon rang-
ing in size from 6 to 12 pounds, 
reported Norm Farley.

The British forces were 
bombarded at a rate of about 
one shot per minute for the 
entire seven-day period. Teagle 
distributed copies of the cor-
respondence between Ameri-
can commanders including the 
final congratulatory letter from 
George Washington to his field 
commanders at the end of the 

 Guest speakers
Lancaster school administra-

 Salvation Army
The Salvation Army is reor-

ganizing its Lancaster County 
Service Unit and is  in search 
of citizens who are compas-
sionate and willing to serve as 
volunteers. Members and offi-
cers are needed.  

Contact Salvation Army 
service extension opera-
tions director Gary Creswell,  

Lodge 109 presents Builder’s Awards

From left are Heathsville Masonic Lodge No. 109 Master Earl 
Thomas Dodson Jr. and the Rev. James Godwin.

Pim Montgomery thanks 
Lodge 109 upon receipt of 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia 
Community Builder’s Awards.

Teagle leads SAR on Yorktown campaign

From left, president David Bresett presents a “Liberty Bell” 
honorarium to Peter Teagle. 

war.  
Teagle teaches history at 

Hampton Roads Academy in 
Newport News. He is graduate 
of James Madison University 

with a master’s in history from 
the University of Richmond. 
He has twice been selected 
to “Who’s Who of America’s 
Teachers.”

NEWS BREAK
202-577-3143, or Gary_Cre-
swell@uss.salvationarmy.org.

tors Dr. Daniel Lukich and John 
Tuppance met with the Lan-
caster County NAACP June 18 
in a public forum to explain the 
2013-14 school budget.


