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MORRATTICO—He was known 
as “Bitzie” to his friends and family, 
but Weston Franklin Conley Jr. was 
a giant when it came to serving the 
community he loved. On Friday, the 
78-year-old businessman and local 
philanthropist quietly passed away 
at his Morattico home with his wife 
of 56 years, Dorothy Lee Clark, and 
daughter, Constance Elaine, by his 
side.

Conley was a force of inspiration 
in this community and a motivator 
for others, according to community 
leaders. 

“He was a tremendous asset in how 
to conduct business and was a great 
help to me on the YMCA board,” 
said District 4 supervisor William 
Lee, who succeeded Conley as board 
chairman. “I gained so much from 
just listening to him.”

Lee, who served on several com-
munity boards with Conley, noted he 
was a man of integrity and generos-
ity in both his business and personal 
endeavors. 

“He was not slanted or biased. He 
always gave his honest opinion. Once 
he said to me, ‘Bill, I wouldn’t have 
what I have now if it wasn’t for the 
black community.’ I think he was 
referring to all the men and women 
who worked for his seafood company 
picking crabs. Anybody that needed 
something could go to him. He gave 
of his time and talents beyond his 
resources,” said Lee.
Legacy

Part of Conley’s legacy is evident 
in the growth and success of the 
Northern Neck YMCA.

Mark Favazza, branch executive 
of the YMCA, said Conley’s fiscal 
wisdom, integrity, strategic thinking 
and coalition building made him an 
important leader in the development 
of the Kilmarnock facility, includ-
ing heading the capital campaign that 
led to the Wiley Child Development 
Center. 

“He wanted a place where children 
could be safe, families could find sup-
port, and everyone was welcome...
He was the kind of man who worked 
privately and led behind the scenes...
His humble service left an endur-
ing impact on our YMCA, the Wiley 
Center...and me,” said Favazza.
Morattico’s “mayor”

Conley’s devotion to his heritage 
and home town exemplified his all-in 
style when he purchased Morattico’s 
General Store in 2003 and donated it 
to the community as the Morattico 
Waterfront Museum, which he helped 
establish. No doubt Conley wanted to 
preserve fond memories of growing 
up and working in the general store 
his parents owned and operated for 
18 years beginning in 1935, a year 
after his birth in Baltimore.

Today, the museum also serves as 
a community center for the families 
of Morattico. The first floor remains 
much like the general store of his 
youth while the second floor pays 
homage to the town’s watermen.

“Everyone here called him Mor-
attico’s unofficial mayor,” said Liz 
Failmezger, a village resident and 
former member of the museum board. 
“This is the saddest loss. He was one 
of the first people to welcome those 
of us who moved here. He was so 
genuine—and a true gentleman. He 
was our go-to guy for everything.”
Mentor and friend

“The county has lost one of its most 
prominent and charitable citizens,” 

said District 1 supervisor and board 
chairman Butch Jenkins, a longtime 
friend. 

Jenkins was only five years old 
when he met the “hard-charging” 
Conley, a man he always knew as 
Bitzie.  

“He treated me as a little adult,” 
said Jenkins. “I do not know when 
I became his friend, but he was my 
friend by the time I was six years 
old.”

Later, when Jenkins decided to run 
for supervisor, he sought his older 
friend’s counsel. “And good advice 
his proved to be,” he said. “Over my 
time on the board, I often sought his 
feelings on pending issues..., although 
we sometimes disagreed. “When I 
persisted, he told me, ‘Butch, you 
usually do all right, but sometimes, 
you can be a little hard-headed.’”

Jenkins described Conley as “a 
gifted friend who cared enough to 
tell me exactly what he thought and, 
as my friend, forgave me anyway for 
doing what he believed to be wrong.

“My sense of loss, as strong as it is 
to me, must pale to that experienced 
by his widow, Dorothy Lee, and 
daughter, Connie...and all the mem-
bers of the extended family he broad-
ened so freely and gladly. I can only 
hope...that the mercy of our Savior 
will relieve us in time of the pain of 
our loss and allow us only to revel in 
the joy of...sharing in the life of this 
good, caring man,” Jenkins said. 
Leader

Conley attended Lively High 
School and Richmond Professional 
Institute. After serving in the U.S. 
Army, he returned to the region, 
working in Richmond and Norfolk 
before moving back to Lancaster to 
begin a career in the seafood industry. 
He became co-owner of RCV (Rich-
ardson, Chase and Venable) Seafood 
Corporation, Smith Point Seafood 
Inc. in Reedville and Rappahannock 
Seafood Company in Kilmarnock, 
processing plants mostly for crabs 
shipped to national chains like Giant 
Food and Campbell Soup. 

Conley proceeded to become a 
leading member of many industry and 
professional organizations, including 
the Virginia Marine Products Com-
mission, Shellfish Institute of North 
America and National Blue Crab 
Industry Association. He was a long-
standing member of many boards 
including 25 years with Bank of Lan-
caster, Bay Banks of Virginia Inc., 
chairing the loan committee for 20 
years, Northern Neck Planning Com-
mission, Lancaster-Middlesex Com-
munity Reinvestment Advisory and 
chairman of the Lancaster County 
Economic Development Authority 

Graduation Day arrives Saturday, June 15, for 
students in Lancaster and Northumberland 

counties.
Lancaster High School will hold commence-

ment exercises for the Class of 2013 at 10 a.m. 
in the school gymnasium in Lancaster. There 
are 101 candidates for graduation. 

Speakers at the ceremony will be the class 
valedictorian and salutatorian as well as senior 
class president Hannah Smith.

Northumberland High School commence-
ment exercises will begin at 9 a.m. in the NHS 
Auditorium in Claraville. Some 97 candidates 
will cross the stage.

Tara Jones will be the guest speaker. 
The valedictorian and salutatorian will be 
announced at graduation.

For a glance at the candidates for graduation, 
see the Class of 2013 supplement inside this 
edition.

Kilmarnock is among 20 towns in the U.S. and Canada that could have up to 
three blocks repainted with the help of Benjamin Moore Paints.

“We’re looking for all our friends and neighbors, plus their friends and 
neighbors, to help Kilmarnock,” said assistant town administrator for commu-
nity development Susan Cockrell. “We need to tell the Benjamin Moore com-
munity that our Main Street matters.”

The paint and painting services would be provided by Benjamin Moore and 
their local dealers and contractors, and Benjamin Moore would work with local 
partners and volunteers to execute the program. The Town of Kilmarnock is 
one of two Virginia communities invited to participate in this program.

“Be sure to vote every day at www.paintwhatmatters.com,“ said Cockrell.  
“It’s very easy. First click on the state of Virginia on the map. Then select “Kil-
marnock” from the list of cities. Finally, click on “Submit your vote.”

Folks can vote daily, she said. The deadline is 11:59 p.m. June 30.
They also can tell Benjamin Moore what they love about Kilmarnock and 

why it should be one of the 20 towns chosen at www.paintwhatmatters.com/
share-your-main-street-story/.

LANCASTER—After weeks of dis-
cussion with Lancaster schools finance 
director Sue Salg over how much money 
will be left over in the current school 
budget, supervisors ended the debate 
last week by trimming the 2013-14 
school budget request by $514,796 to 
$14,732,395.

In addition, supervisors assigned 
spending by category and changed the 
allocation from annual to semi-annual.

The motion by board chairman 
Butch Jenkins (District 1) passed on 
a 4-1 vote, supported by supervisors 
Jason Bellows (District 3), William 
Lee (District 4) and Wally Beauchamp 
(District 5). Ernest Palin (District 2) 
voted against.  

The instruction category will receive 
$11,160,000, including $900,000 from 
grants. Teacher and staff pay raises are 
to be determined by the school district 

Graduation Day! 

Half-million trimmed from
school request in Lancaster

by Audrey Thomasson

Jane Stilmar and Mary Carlin Porter this week hit the sidewalks of 
Kilmarnock urging business owners and managers to post reminders of 
the Benjamin Moore “Paint What Matters” promotion. From left are Jane 
Stilmar, The Pedestal owner Pam Deihl and Mary Carlin Porter.

Paint Main Street

Weston ‘Bitzie’ Conley, 
seafood  industry and 
community leader, dies

Weston F. “Bitzie” Conley Jr.

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—Voters across 
the Commonwealth cast their bal-
lots during the Democratic Primary 
Election June 11. The ballot included 
candidates for that party’s lieutenant 
governor and attorney general nomi-
nations.

Meanwhile, June 11 also marked 
the filing deadline for local offices on 
the November 5 ballot, resulting in 
one race in Lancaster and one race in 
Northumberland.

With 98.90% of precincts report-
ing at press time, Ralph S. Northam 
won the lieutenant governor nomina-
tion and Mark R. Herring received the 
attorney general nomination.

For lieutenant governor, Northam 
received 76,411 votes, or 54.28% of 
the total. Aneesh Chopra received 
64,390 votes.

For attorney general Herring 
received 71,008 votes, or 51.63%. 
Justin E. Fairfax earned 66,532 votes.

Statewide results were echoed at 
the local level.

A total of 242 ballots were cast in 
Lancaster County for the Democratic 
nomination for lieutenant governor. 
Residents favored Northam, giving 
him 153 votes for 63.22%. Chopra fell 
behind with 89 votes, for 36.78%.

Northam, Herring
win Democratic
nominations;
two races due 
in local elections

by Shannon Rice

ELECTIONS, continued on page A2 CONLEY, continued on page A2

Hearings set on proposed  
tax rates, overall county 
budget of $31.7 million......A4

Applying the proposed 50¢ 
real estate tax rate............A4

and will fall within the categories. 
Other allocations are transportation at 

$1,200,000, operations at $1,100,000, 
administration and health at $700,000, 
technology at $485,000 and debt at 
$87,395.

Some $175,000 for school secu-
rity is still on the table in the proposed 
overall county budget which will come 
before a public hearing on June 20. The 
operating budget includes an additional 
school resource officer with equipment, 
uniform and vehicle. Additional security 
measures at each facility, such as secure 
entry doors inside the schools, card key 
entry systems and security cameras, will 
be considered in the county’s capital 

improvement budget.
Prior to the vote, county financial con-

sultant Jack Larson said the school dis-
trict has a reputation for leaving several 
hundred thousand dollars in the instruc-
tion category at the end of each year. 
He predicted there would be a total of 
$940,000 left over in their budget when 
the term ends on June 30. 

Salg disagreed, saying her figures 
indicate the district would return to the 
county only $150,000 in unspent funds.

Palin made the first motion on the 
budget, which would have granted the 
school’s request for $15,247,191. That 
amount included an additional $420,001 
contribution from the county, bringing 
the county’s portion to $10,838,557. 
Much of the increase to the county was 
to make up for a decline in funding from 
the federal government. 

Palin’s motion failed on a 2-3 split, 
with only Lee joining Palin in support of 
the measure.
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River Market

Imported Cheeses
White Stone

435-1725

(formerly the Industrial Devel-
opment Authority).

He had perfect attendance 
at the Lancaster Ruritan Club 
for 50 years and was a 25-year 
member of the Chesapeake 
District Ruritan National Crab 
Feast Committee.

As a dedicated, lifelong 
member of Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church, he served 
the church in many leadership 
roles, including on the board of 
trustees.

Funeral services were held 
Tuesday. Memorial gifts may be 
made to the Norwood Baptist 
Church Cemetery Fund, P.O. 
Box 85, Morattico, VA 22523, 
Northern Neck Family YMCA, 
Morattico Waterfront Museum 
or Hospice of Virginia.

LANCASTER—It took over 
five years, but last week Judge 
Harry T. Taliaferro III finally 
issued an opinion on the coun-
ty’s March 2008 lawsuit against 
former school superintendent 
Dr. Randolph H. Latimore Sr., 
school finance director Sue 
Salg and the Lancaster County 
School Board. 

In a 16-page opinion, the 
judge said the county’s word-
ing was unclear in a resolution 
appropriating the fiscal year 
2006-07 budget by category. 
Therefore, he determined the 
school board was off the hook 
for reimbursing the county 

$521,825.35 overspent in five 
categories.

However, he said the county 
has justifiable cause against Lati-
more for taking $208,261.04 in 
accumulated unused leave and 
sick days—some 300 days more 
than he had previously certified 
he was due or that his contract 
allowed—and that the county 
could seek to recover the whole 
amount.

Events leading to the law-
suit began June 29, 2007, one 
day prior to Latimore stepping 
down as superintendent after the 
school board voted not to renew 
his contract. Latimore claimed 
to have accumulated 491.75 
days of unused sick and leave 
time over his years of working 
in the Virginia school system as 
a teacher, principal and superin-
tendent. 

After Salg consulted with the 

school attorney on the word-
ing of Latimore’s contract, then 
school board chairman Don 
McCann (District 3) authorized 
her to issue a check for the full 
amount without consulting other 
members of the school board. 

There was no mention of 
the financial transaction at 
subsequent board meetings. 
In fact, board members at 
the time, including vice chair 
William Smith (District 5), 
Carl Failmezger (District 1), 
Lindy Grigsby (District 2) 
and Karen Doyle (District 4), 
maintained McCann acted on 
his own and they were not 
aware of the payment until 
auditors uncovered it during 
the annual audit and notified 
the board in a letter dated 
September 27, 2007. 

The discovery prompted the 
Lancaster board of supervisors 

to immediately launch an inves-
tigation and audit of the school 
budget and appropriations and 
issue a claim for recovery of 
public funds. The school board 
announced it was attempting to 
recover 25% of the money, but 
nothing ever came of the action. 
Latimore refused to return any 
funds, stating, “The contract I 
was working under stipulated 
what I was to be paid.”

At that point the county filed 
the lawsuit requesting the return 
of monies paid to Latimore and 
the $521,825.35 plus interest 
and attorney fees.

In issuing the opinion, Judge 
Taliferro noted that eight 
months prior to termination of 
Latimore’s contract, on October 
26, 2006,  “...Latimore certi-
fied...to the auditor that he had 
accumulated 40 days of annual 
leave and 140 days of sick leave. 

In Northumberland County, 
266 voters cast their ballot for 
the Democratic lieutenant gov-
ernor nomination. The county 
favored Northam, award-
ing him 57.52 percent or 153 
votes. Chopra had 42.28 per-
cent or 113 votes.
Local candidates

In Lancaster County, there is 
three-way race for the District 
5 school board seat. Qualify-
ing candidates are incumbent 
Alexander M. Fleet, William 
C. “Bill” Smith and Robert S. 
Westbrook.

Robert V. Smart is unop-
posed for reelection to the Dis-
trict 1 school board post.

Both seats on the board of 
supervisors will go uncon-
tested with incumbent  B. 
Wally Beauchamp seeking re-
election as the District 5 rep-
resentative and F.W. “Butch” 
Jenkins seeking to retain his 
position in District 1.

 In Northumberland County, 
two candidates are seeking 
election to Clerk of Court. 
Qualifying candidates are 
Deborah Thomas Bingham and 
Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin.

In District 2, Richard F. 
Haynie will seek re-election to 
the board of supervisors and 
Dean W. Sumner has filed to 
retain his spot on the school 
board.

Gerald R. Howard qualified 
for the school board seat in 
District 3 and James M. Long 
seeks re-election to the board 
of supervisors in that district.

Here are the local votes by 
precinct in the primary elec-
tion:
Lancaster

In precinct 1, 24 votes were 
cast for Northam and Chopra 
received 12. 

Princinct 2 voters preferred 
Chopra with 23 votes as 
opposed to Northam’s 17. 

Northam held the majority 
in precinct 3-1 with 28 votes to 
Chopra’s 8.

Voters were evenly split in 
precinct 3-2 with both candi-
dates taking 5 votes. 

In precinct 4, Northam gar-
nered 24 votes compared to 
Chopra’s 19.

The largest voter turnout 
was seen in precinct 3. Of the 
60 voters, 44 cast their ballot 

for Northam and 16 favored 
Chopra.

There were 17 absentee bal-
lots were cast, 11 of which went 
to Northam and 6 to Chopra.

For attorney general, Lan-
caster voters preferred Herring 
by 60.08 percent giving him 146 
votes. Justin E. Fairfax took in 
39.92 percent or 97 votes.

Herring took 24 votes in pre-
cinct 1 and Fairfax received 14.

Herring received 23 votes in 
precinct 2 with Fairfax taking 
17.

In precinct 3-1, Herring gar-
nered 25 votes to Fairfax’s 10.

Herring beat out Fairfax by 
a very slight margin in precinct 
3-2, taking in 5 votes over his 
competitor’s 4. 

Fairfax did manage to win in 
precinct 4, receiving 30 votes 
compared to Herring’s 12.

Herring enjoyed the largest 
margin of victory in precinct 
5 accumulating 45 votes as 
opposed to Fairfax’s 16.

Absentee voters awarded 
Herring 12 votes with 6 votes 
going to Fairfax.
Northumberland

In precinct 1, 19 votes were 
cast for Northam and 11 went to 
Chopra.

Precinct 2 voters awarded 
Northam 24 votes while Chopra 
received 16.

The race was a little tighter 
in precinct 3A with Northam 
receiving 22 votes and Chopra 
receiving 20.

Northam won 77.27 percent 
of voters in precinct 3B taking 
in 17 votes. Chopra had 5 votes.

The greatest voter turnout 
was seen in precinct 4A with 68 
voters. Of those, 48 cast their 
ballot for Northam and 28 voted 
for Chopra.

Chopra was the favored can-
didate in precinct 5 taking in 32 
votes compared to Northam’s 
28.

Four absentee ballots were 
cast with three votes going to 
Northam.

For attorney general, Her-
ring won 53.44 percent of Nor-
thumberland votes taking in 140 
compared to Fairfax’s 122.

 In precinct 1, 19 votes went 
to Herring and Fairfax had 11.

Fairfax enjoyed small vic-
tories in precincts 2 and 3A, 
receiving 22 votes at each poll-
ing place. Herring picked up 16 

REEDVILLE—Omega Protein was 
sentenced on June 4 by the U.S. District 
Court in Norfolk for two violations of 
the Clean Water Act stemming from its 
activities in the menhaden fishing indus-
try, according to a press release from the 
Environmental Protection Agency. As 
a result, Omega was sentenced to three 
years of probation and financial penal-
ties totaling $7.5 million.

According to the statement of facts 
filed with the court in documents from 
May 2008 through September 2010, 
Omega combined bail water (fish waste) 
with pollutants generated by the process-
ing operations and a caustic substance. 
This material was then discharged into 
the Chesapeake Bay at a point less than 
three nautical miles from the shore.

“Our permit indicates that the com-
pany cannot discharge inside of three 
miles. The violation occurred with 
the dumping within the three miles of 

shore. There was a discrepancy between 
our determination of the three-mile 
from shore and that of the U.S. Coast 
Guard. Since the USCG determination 
is what the law is based upon, we were 
discharging within three miles to shore 
and were therefore out of compliance 
and in violation of the Clean Water Act,” 
said Omega Protein spokesperson Ben 
Landry.

The court records further reveal that 
from April 2009 through September 
2010, Omega’s fishing fleet was oper-
ated in violation of the Clean Water Act. 
The fleet was configured in such a way 
that permitted the overboard discharge 
of oily wastewater directly into the sea. 
The vessels contained pumps in the 
bilge that were connected directly to the 
skin of the ship so that the oily waste 
from the bilge could be pumped over-
board. The court records indicate it was 
common practice for Omega vessels to 
discharge oily wastewater in this manner 
while on their voyages.

Landry said Omega Protein’s vessels 
have been in service for many years and 
as a result they accumulate sea water 
and oil from the motors and engines 
aboard that settles in the boat. Vessels 
that travel more than 12 miles offshore 
are required to be equipped with an oil 
and water separator to separate the oil 
and water so that it can be removed on 
shore for proper disposal. Omega Pro-
tein’s vessels rarely travel outside of 
12 miles and did not have this device, 
though they were required to have them 
said Landry.

“As a result, oil residue from two 
boats was found in bilge pumps. The 
threshold for oil released into the sea 
as defined in the Clean Water Act is 15 
parts per million. Since oil was released 
and we could not prove that it was less 
than 15 parts per million, the company 
was in violation of the Clean Water 
Act,” said Landry.

“Omega Protein’s conduct both 
harmed our environment and violated 

federal law,” said U.S. Attorney Neil 
H. MacBride, quoted in the EPA press 
release. “Today’s sentence, with its sig-
nificant financial penalty, reflects the 
seriousness of these charges and our 
commitment to protecting the waterways 
of the Eastern District of Virginia.”

Landry said the major component that 
led to these issues was Omega’s failure 
to keep up with increasingly complex 
and growing U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
regulatory requirements. 

“It has been said that, ‘we don’t know 
what we don’t know,’ and we simply 
didn’t know about some of these regula-
tions. We have been fishing in Reedville 
for over 130 years and ignorance of the 
law is no excuse,” said Landry.

He said the company has now hired 
numerous personnel, some with as 
much as 33 years of USCG regulatory 
and compliance experience, to help 
guide them through the process and 
keep ahead of the changing regulations.

Omega Protein is on probation until 

June 2016. This means they are subject 
to unannounced audits by independent, 
third party monitors of bail water and 
bilge water practices. The results of 
these audits will be shared with the fed-
eral government.

“As guardians of the maritime envi-
ronment, the Coast Guard is charged 
with preserving our nation’s natural 
resources for future generations,” said 
Rear Admiral Steven Ratti, District 
Commander for the Fifth Coast Guard 
District. “Our waterways are one of our 
nation’s greatest resources, and this case 
illustrates our commitment to work with 
our federal, state and local partners to 
ensure those who commit these types of 
crimes are held accountable.”

“Omega is taking full responsibil-
ity for our Clean Water Act violations, 
which includes paying our $7.5 million 
fine and producing and adhering to our 
new comprehensive compliance plan, 
which has been in development since 
2011,” said Landry.

Judge says county could seek recovery of $208,261 paid former superintendent
by Audrey Thomasson

Omega Protein fined for polluting the Chesapeake Bay
by Shannon Rice

Latimore’s accumulated unused 
leave time as then reported 
was contrary to the provisions 
of his employment contract 
because the leave hours reported 
exceeded those agreed to in such 
contract.”  

The day before the superinten-
dent’s employment ended, he and 
Salg obtained the $208,261.04 
payment out of a county trans-
mittal amount of $657,350.09 
for public schools. 

“This exceeded the maxi-
mum number of days allowed 
in the employment contract,” the 
judge wrote. “Despite this error, 
Latimore accepted the payment 
which both he and Salg approved 
by signing the (transmittal) 
form. The school board did not 
approve the payment prior to it 
being made.” 

According to Judge Talia-
ferro, “The accumulated leave 
payment to Latimore exceeded 
the budget category from which 
it was withdrawn. Overall, the 
defendants caused the annual 
budget to be overdrawn in five 
of seven major classifications 
in an aggregate amount of 
$521,825.35. The supervisors 
did not consent to the school 
board transferring funds among 
categories or expending funds 

in excess of the limits set in the 
budget.” 

However, Taliferro stopped 
short of holding the school 
board responsible for shifting 
$521,825.35 between catego-
ries, which resulted in the school 
budget being overdrawn by 
$68,269.25 for the year. While 
he said the intent of supervisors 
was for category spending, the 
written order did not spell it out 
clearly. Also, he said Salg could 
not be held legally accountable 
because she was an employee.

The judge asked Lancaster 
County’s attorney, James Corn-
well, to prepare an order reflect-
ing the ruling of the court for the 
judge’s signature. The county has 
21 days from entry of such order 
to file an amended complaint.

Supervisors will discuss their 
options in a closed session with 
Cornwell at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
June 20, prior to a public hearing 
on next year’s county budget at 
7 p.m.

votes in precinct 2 and 21 votes 
in precinct 3A.

In precinct 3B, Herring accu-
mulated 12 votes compared to 
Fairfax’s 10.

Of the 66 ballots cast in pre-
cinct 4, Herring took 36 and 
Fairfax gained 30.

In precinct 5 Herring earned 
33 votes compared to Fairfax’s 
26.

Three of the four absentee bal-
lots went to Herring.

Elections
continued from page A1

Conley
continued from page A1
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It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia

burkesjewelers.com 804-435-1302FINE JEWELERS

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

The Northern Neck Knot is a tribute to the unfailing strength of love, a constant  
reminder that love is the steadfast center of your universe and the foundation on  
which all things rest. It is a symbol even in the toughest of times–especially in the  
toughest of times–that the strength of your love will never waiver. It is the knot  
that ties your love for this land, these waters and your soul to each other.

Blessings,

Karen & Fred Burke

The Northern Neck KnotA Love Story

In Honor of our 25 years of marriage, Karen 

and Fred are celebrating by giving you 25% Off 

the Northern Neck Knot Collection for the 

month of June.

&

YOU& YOUR

Cat Point Creek Guided 
Canoe Trip & Wine Tasting

June 29 – 9:30 am - 2 pm 
at Heritage Park Resort 

Includes tour, box lunch, beverages, canoes, 
lunchtime speaker Sara Pope from Menokin 
and wine tasting at Belle Mount Vineyards

Sponsored by the 
Northern Neck Land Conservancy

$40 per person
To reserve a spot call 462-0979,

seats are limited.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
six individuals.
Felonies

Philip E. Dean, 33, incarcer-
ated in Saluda, was charged 
on direct indictments from the 
multijurisdictional drug grand 
jury with two counts of manu-
facture/sale or possession of 
narcotics.
Misdemeanors

A Warsaw area man, 47, was 
charged June 3 with assault 
and battery and reckless driv-
ing.

A Twin Branch Road man, 
47, was charged June 4 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Preserve Drive man, 
64, was charged June 4 with 
assault and battery. 

An Oldhams man, 24, 
was charged June 6 in Essex 
County with two counts of 
violation of the community 
corrections program, and fail-
ure to appear in Essex County 
court.

A Simmons Lane man, 
22, was charged June 9 with 
public drunkenness.  
Activity report

June 3:  Staff responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a North 
Main Street business in an 
attempt to locate a reported 
wanted person, responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 500 block of Pinckards-
ville Road, to Lancaster High 
School (LHS) to meet with par-
ents regarding an incident that 
occurred in Kilmarnock, to a 
White Stone area convenience 
store on a report of counterfeit 
money (several counterfeit 
$100 bills that were traced 
back to Walmart), to an E911 
disconnect call on Bewdley 
Road (no emergency services 
needed), and to a domestic 
disturbance on Woods Drive. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
board member Capt. 
Andrew Kauders reported 
crews responded to these 14 
calls for assistance in recent 
weeks:

April 20: At 3:05 p.m., 
the sheriff’s office received 
a 911 call from a Mako with 
three aboard in trouble off of 
Point Lookout. Shortly after 
Rescue I got underway the 
mission was cancelled.

April 22: At 9 a.m., 
Rescue I towed the Reed-
ville Fishermen’s Museum 
skipjack to the Reedville 
Railway to be hauled out for 
Coast Guard inspection. On 
April 28, the skipjack was 
towed back to the museum.

May 2: At 2:30 p.m., a 
24-foot Albarmarle lost 
steering at the mouth of the 
Potomac River. The boat 
was towed to Buzzards Point 
Marina. Time on call, 2 ¾ 
hours.

May 9: At 9:45 a.m., 
Rescue III responded to a 
33-foot Bertram with two 
aboard which was disabled 
in the Yeocomico River. The 
boat was towed to Lewisetta 
Marina. Time on call, 2 ¼ 
hours.

May 10: At 4 p.m., Rescue 
II responded to a Coast 
Guard “securite” announce-
ment of a hazard to naviga-
tion. A 12-foot by 7-inch pole 
was found a mile east of the 
entrance to Mill Creek and 
was towed to the Sea Rescue 
boathouse. The Coast Guard 
was notified of the removal 
of the hazard.

May 13: At 3:45 p.m., 
Rescue III responded to a 
VHF Channel 16 call from a 
33-foot Hunter sailboat with 
three aboard that had lost 
power in four- to five-foot 
seas. The boat was found 
off of Virmar Beach and was 
towed to the owner’s dock 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks assistance 
regarding the whereabouts of 
Travis Aaron Ball, 23.

He is described as a black 
male with brown eyes and 
black hair. He is 5 feet 11 
inches tall. Ball has tattoos on 
his left arm and right hand. He 
also is known by the name of 
Travis Aaron Merrill.

He is driving a 1999, white 
Cadillac with the license plate 
WYN2965. He is possibly in 
the Richmond area.

Ball also is wanted on assault 
warrants in Richmond.

Report related information to 
Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers at 462-7463. Your informa-
tion could lead to a reward of 
up to $1,000.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Travis Aaron Ball

CRIME
SOLVERS

Staff notified the power com-
pany of downed lines on Coxs 
Farm Road  and received a 
walk-in report of the larceny 
of silverware (items located, 
no larceny involved). 

June 4:  Staff discovered 
an open door to a White Stone 
area business during routine 
late night business checks (no 
criminal incident involved), 

received a civil complaint 
involving property rights in 
a divorce case, responded to 
an E911 disconnect call that 
originated in the area of Green-
town Road (unable to deter-
mine the location of the call), 
to a domestic assault on Twin 
Branch Road, to a domestic dis-
turbance on Washington Street, 
and to a shots fired complaint 
on Ottoman Ferry Road.  

June 5:  Staff responded 
to an unknown problem call/
possible person in distress 
in the area of Lovers Lane 
as reported by a third party 
(unable to locate any person 
in need of assistance), to an 
E911 disconnect call in the 
1300 block of Pinckardsville 
Road (no emergency services 
needed), to a noise violation 
complaint on Clover Lane, and 
with Northumberland authori-
ties to the Wicomico Church 
area on a motorist’s report of 
a man holding two persons at 
gunpoint (determined to be 
adolescents playing with look-
alike firearms). Staff notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of a 
large animal carcass being a 
traffic hazard in the Ottoman 
area, checked on the well-
being of residents in the 4200 
block of Morattico Road at the 
request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed), and received a sexual 
assault report from the Depart-
ment of Social Services.  

June 6: Staff responded to 
a trespass and target shoot-
ing complaint on Ridgefield 
Farm Road, responded to a 
complaint of a large group of 
juveniles trespassing at a Mol-
lusk area convenience store, 
received a walk-in report of 
a larceny (riding lawn mower 
battery, $40 loss), a walk-
in complaint of a male, 18, 
transporting a female, 13, 

without the parent’s permis-
sion, a notice from U.S. Cus-
toms about the recovery of a 
firearm reported stolen from 
Lancaster County in 1991 
(the stolen firearm was among 
other stolen weapons located 
in a commercial vehicle enter-
ing the U.S. from Alaska via 
Canada), and intercepted a 
reported reckless driver in the 
White Stone area. 

June 7:  Staff responded 
with Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) to a per-
sonal alarm call on Wood-
brook Drive (no emergency 
services needed), responded 
to an E911 disconnect call in 
the 10100 block of Mary Ball 
Road (telephone line prob-
lem), received a walk-in com-
plaint of vandalism to a vehi-
cle, responded with KPD to 
a suspicious person/stalking 
complaint on Southport Lane, 
notified VDOT of numer-
ous reports of flooded roads 
(Levelgreen Road, Mary Ball 
and Lively Oaks roads, Lara 
Road, Nuttsville, Morattico 
and Alfonso roads, Irvington 
and Old Salem roads, Mary 
Ball Road near Dunton’s 
Pond, Regina Road, Ocran 
Road, Mary Ball and Chases 
Farm roads, Harris Road near 
Calvary Lane), and downed 
trees near River and Slabtown 
roads, and River Road near 
the ULVFD substation. 

June 8:  Staff responded 
with VDOT to the area of Red 
Fox Lane to remove a vehicle 

and downed tree so that the 
power company could repair 
damaged lines, responded to 
an E911 disconnect call in the 
800 block of White Chapel 
Road (telephone line problem), 
to a motorist’s complaint of 
heavy debris on the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Bridge, to an assault 
call on Wild Flower Lane, and 
to a complaint  of the theft/
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
taken from the 2200 block of 
Merry Point Road (vehicle 
used by a family member; 
no criminal incident). Staff 
received a burglary report 
from the 200 block of Can-
vasback Lane (.22 ammuni-
tion, screen door, $200 loss), 
a larceny report from Second 
Street (Stealth digital game 
camera, $100 loss), a vandal-
ism report (sugar placed in gas 
tank of a 2005 GMC Envoy, 
$500 estimated damages), 
located the source of nine 
E911 disconnect calls (child 
playing on a cell phone), and 
notified VDOT of a citizen’s 
report of a sink hole on Ocran 
Road (temporary repair made 
to be followed up on Monday 
by VDOT). 

June 9:  Staff responded 
to a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint on Mosquito Beach 
Lane, to an attempted vehicle 
theft on Ocran Road, with 
KPD to a trespass/disorderly 
conduct complaint on New 
South Road, with KPD to 
locate the source of a cellu-
lar E911 call originating in 

the area of Coxs Farm Road 
(subjects could be heard yell-
ing/arguing over the phone), 
with KPD to a trespassing 
complaint on Fox Hill Drive, 
to a shots fired call in the area 
of Lombardy Grove Lane and 
the Merry Point ferry, and 
with KPD to a prowler com-
plaint on Brent Place. Staff 
received a report of the theft 
of a handgun from a vehicle 
(High Point .45 pistol, $550 
loss) and checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed).  

June 10:  Staff responded 
to a landlord/tenant complaint 
on Lumberlost Trail.

Also this week, staff con-
ducted 12 traffic stops, issued 
a summons, assisted two 
motorists, reported a deer 
strike, investigated 16 build-
ing alarms, logged two inmate 
transports and fielded seven 
calls for animal control ser-
vice.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volun-

teer Fire Department, Kilmar-
nock VFD and a state hazmat 
team responded to a brush and 
tire fire on Doggett Lane.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
also responded to a fire alarm 
at LHS.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a traffic crash 
in the 200 block of Irvington 
Road.

SEA RESCUE REPORT
on the Glebe. Time on call, 
4 ½ hours.

May 20: At 8 a.m., Sea 
Rescue responded to a 
25-foot sailboat with three 
aboard hard aground on the 
Chesapeake Bay side of 
Point Lookout Creek. After 
freeing the boat it continued 
on to Deltaville under its 
own power. Time on call, 4 
¼ hours. 

Later, the sheriff’s office 
received a call from a dis-
abled boat off of Bluff Point. 
Rescue I responded and was 
told to contact the disabled 
boat on Channel 16. When 
Rescue I got to Bluff Point 
they could not locate the 
boat. The sheriff’s office 
called the boat by phone and 
was told they had restarted 
their engine and were almost 
back to their dock. Rescue 
I returned to the boathouse. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

May 23: At 4 p.m., Rescue 
I responded to a call from a 
35-foot sailboat in Cockrell’s 
Creek with engine trouble. 
The boat was towed to Reed-
ville Marina. Time on call, ½ 
hour.

May 24: At 8 a.m., a  
31-foot Island Packet with 
four aboard in Mill Creek 
reported engine problems. It 
was towed to Jennings Boat-
yard. Time on call, 1 ½ hour. 

At 4:15 p.m., Rescue I 
responded to a 30-foot Sea 
Ray with an overheating 
engine in Cockrell’s Creek. It 
was towed to the owner’s 
dock near Rivers Bend. Time 
on call, 1 ¼ hour. 

At 5:15 p.m., Rescue I 
responded to a call that a sail-
boat was having problems in 
Ingram Bay in four- to five-
foot seas. The boat was not 
found and Rescue I returned 
to the boathouse. Time on 
call, ¾ hour.

June 1: At 6:15 p.m., 
Rescue I responded to a 
20-foot Mako disabled near 
B-65 in the Potomac with 
two aboard. The boat was 
towed to Buzzard Point 
Marina. Time on call, 4 
hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
Rescue II are based on the 
Great Wicomico River and 
Rescue III is on Lodge Creek 
off of the Yeocomico River.
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LANCASTER—Supervisors will hold a public 
hearing Thursday, June 20, on a proposed budget 
of $31,726,263 for the fiscal year beginning July 
1. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the county 
administration building in Lancaster. 

Another public hearing will be held on the tax 
levy for calendar year 2013. The real estate tax 
rate is proposed at $0.50 per $100 of assessed 
value, an equalized increase of $0.11 to adjust 
to last year’s reassessments that brought prop-
erty values down.

Personal property and other tax rates will 
remain the same per $100 of assessed value, 
with motor vehicles at $2.04; all other personal 
property, $1.52; machinery and tools, $1.52; 
and merchant’s capital $1 per $100 of assessed 
value discounted 50%. 

As proposed, the budget reflects a decrease of 
$868,225 from the current year. Projected rev-
enue of $26,695,381, plus a beginning estimated 
general fund balance of $5,030,882, will result 
in a total budget of $31,726,263. 

Some $14,719,000 is expected from prop-
erty taxes. Another $4,408,634 will come from 
state and federal sources of school funding, 
and state funds for county use are slightly up 
at $3,420,462. Other county taxes such as per-
sonal property will bring in $2,530,700, and 
the federal government will reduce funding by 
$419,773, contributing $1,031,585. The school 
cafeteria will be flat at $585,000. 

Among estimated expenditures, education 
claims the largest amount at $14,732,395. It 
is followed by public safety at $4,388,553, an 
increase of $289,672, which includes a school 
resource officer and 911 dispatcher. Health 
and welfare will draw an additional $24,116 
for a total of $2,547,595, general government 
at $1,300,471 is down $127,353, while public 
works at $1,205,006 is up $9,189, and debt 
service of $1,106,081 is down $19,208.  Court 
associated expenses account for $702,792, up 
$32,947.

Capital improvement expenditures total 
$586,900, an increase of $303,353, in part due 
to additional safety measures at the three school 
buildings. It is followed by $585,000 for school 
cafeteria service; community development at 
$448,746, up $42,737; recreation and cultural 
activities at $182,595, up $10,250; non-depart-
mental expenses of $66,925, down $2,500; and non-public education spending of $6,536, 
up $392. 

Total expenditures of $27,859,595 plus a general fund balance estimate of $3,866,668 for 
the end of the fiscal year total $31,726,263, down $1,164,214.

Supervisors are expected to vote on the 2013-14 budget and tax rate at their regular 
monthly meeting June 27.

Community premiers short film on miscarriage
There was no red carpet at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene for Saturday’s premier 
of Ron Herrsche’s film short, “You Follow Me Like the Moon.” Instead, the audience pulled out 
plenty of hankies for the story depicting the Herrsche family’s tragedy involving the miscarriage 
of their daughter’s child and their first grandchild. Herrshe and his wife, Devi, above, sat with 
their family among the audience of actors, production crew and the public. Actor Michael 
Kennedy, who portrayed the doctor in the film, moderated the event and led a panel discussion 
on coping with loss. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

NORTHUMBERLAND—
County administrator Kenny 
Eades said sheriff ’s deputies 
were posted at the courthouse 
and administration building 
Thursday as a precaution-
ary measure after receiving 
unconfirmed reports that a 
state trooper made threats 
against county officials and 
posted them on a social media 
website.

Sgt. Thomas Molnar of the 
Virginia State Police refused 
to confirm or deny the report, 
but issued a statement saying 
that Trooper Ronnie L. Cant-
rell, 49, of Northumberland 
was arrested at 3 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 6, after he refused to 
stop for another state trooper 
on Route 360 near Route 620 

in Richmond County. 
“At first, Cantrell refused 

to stop for the trooper and 
sped away,” Molnar reported. 
“He finally pulled over and 
stopped within two miles of 
the initial encounter. Cantrell 
was then taken into custody 
without further incident. For 
refusing to stop, Cantrell was 
charged with obstruction of 
justice.”

Cantrell, who is assigned 
to the criminal justice infor-
mation services sex offender 
investigative unit, has been on 
paid administrative leave and 
was in his personal vehicle at 
the time of the traffic stop.

“Due to an on-going admin-
istrative personnel investiga-
tion, no further information 
will be provided,” Molnar 
said.

County homeowners who saw their 
home values plunge in last year’s real 

estate reassessments are now facing a 
higher tax rate.

Reassessments made Lancaster hom-
eowners, on average, 25% less wealthy 
than last year. 

But don’t panic. 
Supervisors are considering an equal-

ized tax rate that would produce about the 
same amount of revenue for the county as 
before home values dropped. 

What that means is the county is trying 
to keep residents’ tax payments at the 
same level by taking the current tax rate of 
$0.39 on $100 of assessed value to $0.50, 
the estimated rate needed to break even on 
revenue.

The resulting tax bill unfortunately fluc-
tuates based on how much value a home 
lost. This is where bigger (loss in value) 
is better. Inequities in reassessments may 
hurt inland homeowners since their values 
didn’t drop as much, while waterfront 
properties could see better savings, unless 
they had a smaller drop in value. 

Here are some examples taken from tax 
records:

30% lower at $630,000, 2012 taxes at 
$0.39 totaled $3,510; 2013 taxes at $0.50 
will be $3,150, down $360.

23% lower at $534,300, 2012 taxes at 
$0.39 totaled $2,695; 2013 taxes at $0.50 
will be $2,671, down $24.

valued 27% lower at $147,500, 2012 taxes 
at $0.39 totaled $739; 2013 taxes at $0.50 
will be $737, down $2.

valued 15% lower at $29,750, 2012 taxes 
at $0.39 were $136.50; 2013 taxes at $0.50 
will be $148.75, up $12.25.

KILMARNOCK—The town’s 
administration and finance com-
mittee is expected to recommend 
that the town council amend 
its proposed 2013-14 budget 
to include financial support for 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Council meets at 7 p.m. 
Monday, June 17, in the town 
hall, 514 North Main Street.

Planning commission member 
Les Spivey appeared before the 

committee to ask them to con-
sider the value of having a volun-
teer fire department.

Don’t expect them to be good 
at coming before council and 
making a pitch for funding, 
he said. “They just do firemen 
stuff. They get up in the middle 
of the night, in the rain or snow, 
on weekends...to fight fires. 
They don’t do well at asking for 
money,” he said. “They’re doing 
fires—we do council stuff. We 
need to support the fire depart-
ment.” 

WHITE STONE—The town 
of White Stone will repay Lan-
caster County for a sales tax 
overpayment in one lump sum, 
with Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard 
and town manager Patrick Frere 
hand-delivering the check. 

The White Stone Town Coun-
cil voted unanimously, 6-0, last 
Thursday to repay the county 
$11,203.41 in a lump sum taken 
out of the town’s general fund. 
Councilman Joe Sliakis made the 
motion and Irving Brittingham 
seconded it. Sliakis, Brittingham, 
David Jones, Randy Reeves, 
Blair Kenyon and William B. 
Hubbard voted in favor. Council 
member Jennifer Hodges was 
not in attendance. 

Council had until July to 
decide how it was going to repay 
the county for some 31 months 
of local sales tax overpayments. 
The overpayments occurred 
because of a calculation error in 
the sales tax distribution based 
on old census information. Sales 
tax is allocated based on the per-
centage of school-aged children 
living within the town limits. 

Lancaster County Treasurer 
Bonnie Haynie met with the 
town council last November to 
explain how the overpayment 
occurred, to ask that the money 
be returned to the county, and 
explain the repayment options.  

Sliakis said last week, “Let’s 
pay them and get it behind us.” 

Hubbard agreed and said if 
council approved, “I want to 
hand-deliver the check.” 

All three of the county’s towns, 
Kilmarnock, White Stone and 
Irvington, have to repay money. 
White Stone had the lowest 
amount to return, but council 
members still weren’t happy. 

“One question I have, is this 
going to happen again?” said 
Reeves. Reeves asked town attor-
ney Matson Terry if there was 
some way of making the county 
guarantee it wouldn’t. 

Terry said there is no way to 
get such a guarantee. 

Jones pointed out this was 
the second time the county had 
made such an overpayment and 
asked for money back. 

“This is our second time 
through this,” said Hubbard. “It’s 
almost $50,000 we’ve had to 
pay back. That may not be much 
to them but to the little town of 
White Stone, it’s a lot.”

Council urged Hubbard and 
Frere to schedule a meeting with 
the county administrator, Haynie 
and the chairman of the board of 
supervisors to deliver the check 
and request how White Stone 
would like the county to use the 
repayments.

In other business, council 
voted 6-0 to adopt a fiscal year 
2014 budget of $153,402. The 
bottom line is up slightly from 
the proposed $135,726 the coun-
cil discussed at a public hearing 
in May. 

The change is related to a 
request in May by Jones to see a 
line item showing how the coun-
cil plans to replace money taken 
from the town’s reserve fund in 
2011 to pay off the loan on the 
town office. A cigarette tax was 
imposed that year to help coun-
cil balance the budget. Council 
indicated then that any annual 
surplus should be put back into 
the reserve fund. 

At council’s request, Frere 
added a reserve fund, mortgage 
payback line item of $17,676 
to the budget expenditures and 
a fiscal year 2013 general fund 
balance surplus of $17,676 on 
the revenue side. 

Public safety and patrol con-
tinues to be the town’s greatest 
expense at $47,680, despite a 
decrease of over $19,000. Cen-
tral administration expenses are 
$39,307 and building and exter-
nal environment expenses are 
$25,460. 

Estimated franchise taxes for 
the town for 2014 are $39,500. 
Frere estimated local sales tax 
revenue for 2014 at $28,000 and 
revenue from the town’s cigarette 
tax at $27,500. 

Brittingham made the motion 
to pass the budget with a second 
from Reeves. Jones made a 
motion to adopt the appropriation 
ordinance for the 2014 budget 
and Kenyon seconded it. That 
motion, which in effect grants 
Frere authority to appropriate the 
money, also passed 6-0.  

Spivey persuaded members to 
put together a committee to study 
the volunteer fire department 
situation county-wide and come 
up with a plan with the towns and 
county officials.

“Put money into (the fire 
department) this year and tell 
them we’re coming up with a plan 
for the future,” he suggested.

Committee members Howard 
Straughan, Rebecca Nunn and 
William Smith voted to make it an 
action item on the council agenda 
Monday night and to recommend 
amending the proposed budget to 
include $25,000 for KVFD. 

Also in attendance was coun-
cil member Mae Umphlett, who 
supported the recommendation.   

Kilmarnock’s proposed budget 
of $2,934,462 comes before 
council for a final vote Monday, 
June 17.

 The budget takes effect July 1.

White Stone votes to deliver 
$11,203 repayment to county

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Town committee seeks budget item for firemen
by Audrey Thomasson

Trooper arrested after
allegedly making threats

by Audrey Thomasson

Supervisors to conduct hearing
on proposed $31.7 million budget

Applying proposed
real estate tax rate 

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

BURGESS—Northumber-
land County Red Cross recently 
held a blood drive at the Help 
Center at Shiloh Church in 
Burgess. There were 67 people 
who tried to donate, and there 
were 61 units collected, includ-
ing four double red donors, said 
chairman Kitty Creeth.

Phillip Smith received his 
16-gallon pin and Leonord 
Rock received his 11-gallon 
pin, said Creeth.

Shiloh Church volunteers 
who operated the canteen and 
voluntered their time were 
Robin Hudall, Kenneth H. 
Hudnall, Minnie Ball, Pearlena 
Cockrell, Grace Holly, Alkice 
Bryant, and Ninitia Noel.

Red Cross volunteers were 
Lisa Miles, Dana Nay, Gar-
land Dillard, the Heathsville 
and Reedville Masons, Joan 
Clements, Rick Skelton, Ann 
Le Kandor, Sandra Ehlert, 
Julie Pritchard, Will Slaughter, 
Creeth, Kathy Hedges and the 
Northern Neck Bottling Com-
pany. 

Donors were Odessa Roane, 
Ola Nash, Ernard Cogar, Lynn 
Gill, Carole Ellis, Robert 
Holley, Sarah Sinclair, Don 
Ball, Warren Blackwell, Jamie 
Bowen, Kitty Creeth, Helen 
Watson, Patsy Headley, Wil-
liam Fleishman, Irene Haley, 
Patricia Newsome, Susan 
Christopher, Joan Clements, 
Cornelia Riley, Ruth Cooper 
and Terence Cooper.

Also, Kathy Pitts, Barbara 
Cain, Sue Rembise, Cathy 
Rew, Andy Brazelle, Mike 
Silagyi, Bob Lindsey, Ronald 
Whitt, Anne Stanley, Doloris 
A. McMurray, Judith M. Clark, 
Gloria T. Johnson, Eleanor R. 
Morris, William A. Bracker, 
Howard D. Ray, Gabe Gillette, 
Julia H. Pritchard, Sandy Saxer, 
Warren Haynie, Will Slaugh-
ter,  Stanley Norris, Barbara 
Kauneckas, Lance Bonnet, 
Charles M. Butler Sr. and 
Grace Holley.

Also, Christopher Watkins, 
Emory Lewis, Gregory A. 
Johnson, Martha Tallent, Ellen 

Wheat, Thomas V. Wheat, 
Cindy Howard, Elizabeth Whi-
teside, Kristina Brown, Joshua 
Nicholson, Phillip Smith, 
Anthony Christophers, Elsie 
D. Tomlin, Loryn Christophers, 
Tony Herr, Thomas Tomlin, 
Charnel Williams, Joshua Lee, 
Jenny Creeth, and Leonard 
Rock.

 The next Northumberland 
County Red Cross blood drive 
will be held July 30 at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville.

Blood drive collects 61 units

Rappahannock Record

Deadlines
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804.435.1701
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Lilian Lumber True Value Home

Center
15115 Northumberland Hwy.

Burgess, Va. 22432

804-453-4911

Paint Sale
Get $10 off any gallon of EasyCare Interior or WeatherAll Exterior Ultra

Premium Paint 
6/12/13 - 6/18/13

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Come see how the newly renovated Plantation 
Dining Room at the Inn at Stratford Hall has put 
a modern flourish on many traditional staples 
such as duck, rabbit, crab and Angus beef. Chef de 
Cuisine, Will Epes, has developed a menu featuring 
fresh, local ingredients that fuses tradition with a 
modern knowledge of gourmet cooking. Just a few 
steps off the beaten path (Route 3), the Plantation 
Dining Room offers a combination of Old World 
Charm and gastronomical fare that is sure to 
delight the senses!

Inn at Stratford Hall  |  The Plantation Dining Room
438 Great House Road  |  Stratford, VA 22558

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Watermen’s
Father’s Day 

Specials

580-2220

RICHMOND—During an 
awards ceremony June 6 at 
Hunton & Williams LLP, Gov. 
Bob McDonnell announced the 
nine winners of the 2013 Gover-
nor’s Volunteerism and Commu-
nity Service Awards, recognizing 
individuals and organizations 
for their extraordinary volunteer 
efforts that contribute to the life 
and welfare of citizens through-
out the Commonwealth.

“It’s important that we cel-
ebrate the positive impact indi-
viduals, families, businesses and 
non-profits make in their com-
munities through volunteerism 
each year,” said Gov. McDonnell. 
“The honorees recognized here 
today are agents of change and 
inspire all Virginians to engage in 
their communities.”

“Volunteerism strengthens 
outcomes for individuals and 
families throughout the Com-
monwealth,” said Virginia 
Department of Social Services 
(VDSS) Commissioner Mar-
garet Ross Schultze. “We’re 
honored to acknowledge these 
contributions which have 
helped those in need live safer, 
more fulfilling lives.”

The award ceremony was 
sponsored by Hunton & Williams 
LLP, with support from Gen-
worth Financial, in collaboration 
with VDSS’ Office on Volunteer-
ism and Community Service and 
the Governor’s Advisory Board 
on Volunteering and National and 
Community Service.
Senior volunteer

James N. “Jimmie” Carter Jr. 
of Irvington was recognized as 
the Senior Volunteer for 2013. 
A resident of the Northern Neck 
for almost 60 years, Carter has 
proven to be a valuable advocate 
for a variety of causes throughout 
the years, often volunteering 20 
to 40 hours per week improving 
and providing health care to rural, 
underserved communities (espe-
cially aging seniors) of Virginia’s 
Middle Peninsula and Northern 
Neck.

His achievements include 
spearheading the construction 
of a $1.7 million health center 
on Tangier Island; his leader-
ship during challenging years 
at Bay Aging; his role in nego-
tiations to bolster the strength of 

Rappahannock General Hospital 
through a partnership with Bon 
Secours Health System; and 
economic and workforce devel-
opment through such organiza-
tions as Lead Northern Neck and 
Visions. 

Additionally, Carter serves on 
Congressman Rob Wittman’s 
Health Advisory Council, on the 
board of the Lancaster County 
Chamber of Commerce, on an 
advisory board of Chesapeake 
Bank, and on the boards of 
Northern Neck Connect, a local 
web-based community connec-
tions program, and the Northern 
Neck-Chesapeake Bay Region 
Partnership.

He was nominated for the 
award by Bay Aging.
They say...

“Jimmie is moved by the prob-
lems we face and strong enough 
to confront and conquer them,” 
said Bay Aging president and 
chief executive officer Kathy E. 
Vesley. “He is wise in the ways 
of finding solutions to issues that 
feel overwhelming. … He con-
siders it his public duty to give 
back to the community. He con-
nects with all of us.”

In a supporting letter accom-
panying Carter’s nomination, 
Rappahannock Community 
College President Dr. Eliza-

Gov. McDonnell presents Volunteerism and 
Community Service Award to Jimmie Carter

From left are Gov. Bob McDonnell and James N. “Jimmie” 
Carter Jr.

beth Crowther wrote, “Jimmie 
strengthens boards by profession-
alizing their activities. He brings 
together passionate, influential, 
and philanthropic individuals, 
articulating convincingly the case 
for action and the outcome that 
will make individuals’ lives, and 
the whole community, better. … I 
believe in Jimmie, as do all other 
community leaders here. We 
respect and follow him.”

A second nominating letter 
was submitted by Irvington attor-
ney B.H.B. Hubbard III, chair-
man of the board of RGH and 
a lifelong family friend. Carter 
“comes from a long line of 
givers, not takers, and epitomizes 
the concept of the Good Samari-
tan,” Hubbard wrote, adding that 
Carter provides “a tremendous 
investment of time and get-the-
job-done energy.”

Rep. Wittman praised Carter’s 
service at a celebration Friday 
night at the home of his mother, 
Pat Christian Carter, and co-
hosted by his family. The drench-
ing rain delivered by Tropical 
Storm Andrea was no deterrent 
to the festivities, prompting his 
sister Cary Turpin to quip that 
“there are no fair weather friends 
here tonight.”
Other awards

Other winners of the 2013 Gov-
ernor’s Volunteerism and Com-

munity Service Awards are Adult 
Volunteer, Stephen J. Craven of 
Paeonian Springs; Youth Volun-
teer, Niasia Mea Ellis of Rich-
mond; Community Organization, 
Henrico County Court Appointed 
Special Advocates, Inc,; Corpo-
ration, MeadWestvaco headquar-
tered in Richmond; Educational 
Institution: Campus Kitchen at 
Washington and Lee University 
in Lexington; Faith-Based, New 
Life for Youth Inc. in Richmond; 
Family, Shak and Robin Hill of 
Centreville; and Small Business, 
Ferber’s Tire & Auto Service in 
Ashland.

 The Governor’s Volunteerism 
and Community Service Awards 
are presented by the Governor’s 
Advisory Board on Volunteering 
and National and Community 
Service and VDSS’ Office on 
Volunteerism and Community 
Service on behalf of the Office of 
the Governor. These awards have 
recognized exceptional volunteer 
service in Virginia for more than 
20 years. 

KILMARNOCK—Adams Post 86 of the American Legion and 
Hospice of Virginia in the Northern Neck/Middle Peninsula, have 
joined forces to create a Veterans-Hospice Partnership.

This arrangement combines the sensitive compassionate care of 
Hospice, with the shared “Vet to Vet” military experience, to pro-
vide our local veterans and their families with a measure of comfort 
and companionship at the end of life time, reported publicity officer 
Thomas J. Bundy.  

Amy Smither, coordinator of Volunteer Services-Hospice of Vir-
ginia, has conveyed to Legion Post 86 that veterans receiving Hos-
pice care have expressed a desire to interact with other veterans.  Post 
86 has in turn committed to provide Legionnaires that will meet with 
and convey to each veteran receiving Hospice care, a very important 
message:”You have not been, and will not be, forgotten—and your 
service to our country is both recognized and greatly appreciated.”

Experience has shown that Vet to Vet visits have an immediate and 
positive impact on veterans nearing the end of their life.

Hospice personnel and volunteers working with patients must be 
trained and certified. Smither has arranged for Legion volunteer train-
ing to meet this certification requirement.

American Legion  members and leadership look forward to grow-
ing their relationship with the Hospice of Virginia and the Vet to Vet 
visitation program.

To volunteer, contact the Legion Vet to Vet program coordinator 
Lyle Drake at 436-1819. or Smither at 443-4090.

GLOUCESTER—The Pen-
insulas Emergency Medical 
Services Council Inc., recently 
announced its 2013 Regional 
EMS Awards at a special dinner, 
part of a three-day EMS Educa-
tional Expo at Rappahannock 
Community College in Glenns.

“Every day, the Virginia Pen-
insula, Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck are home to 
hundreds of patient encounters, 
dramatic scenarios and victories 
over terrible odds. It is fitting that 
we recognize and commend our 
emergency telecommunicators, 
pre-hospital care providers, pre-
hospital instructors, emergency 
physicians, emergency nurses 
and EMS program administra-
tors,” said executive director 
Michael B. Player. “We also 
acknowledge our community 
partners who support the EMS 
system, EMS for Children, our 
health and safety programs, 
and the incredible emergency 
responses that exemplify and 
define excellence in EMS.”

Recipients of the regional 
awards will have an opportunity 

to compete for the  2013 Gover-
nor’s EMS Awards, which will be 
announced at the Virginia EMS 
Symposium’s annual awards cer-
emony, November 10 in Norfolk. 
Winners will be presented with a 
trophy and a certificate signed by 
the governor.

“The Regional EMS Awards 
program provides each council 
the opportunity to showcase the 
phenomenal acts of service that 
are demonstrated by their local 
EMS providers. These recipients 
have shown their excellence by 
going above and beyond; and for 
that we say thank you and con-
gratulations,” said Gary Brown, 
director of the Virginia Office of 
EMS.

Among some 19 award win-
ners, Ronald L. Jett of the Nor-
thumberland County Rescue 
Squad received the Michael B. 
Player Award, recognizing excel-
lence in Emergency Medical 
Service. A local businessman, 
Jett also has a long record of ser-
vice to the citizens of Northum-
berland County as a member of 
the board of supervisors.

EMS Council recognizes excellence

Adams Post 86 and Hospice
launch local Vet to Vet program

It’s HOT!
Please don’t forget to give us 

fresh water and shade everyday!
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Eleven years ago our faithful dog, Blackie, 
came to live with us. She has been the 

perfect family pet, obedient, for most of the 
time, happy all of the time, and never mean or 
even grumpy. Her arrival at out house, already 
fully domesticated, resulted from a telephone 
call one day from Arlene Danko, telling my 
good wife that her neighbor and close friend, 
Naomi Agness, was looking for a home for 
her dog.

Naomi was moving to a condominium in 
Florida where a pet was persona non grata, 
indeed from later reading the rules pets did not 
even have the rights of prisoners in a stalag or 
slave laborers in the gulag. Both Naomi and 
Arlene were determined that Blackie would 
continue to enjoy a good quality of life, and 
when we first met her, we were determined to 
provide it for her.

Over the years since Naomi moved, Arlene 
occasionally asked for Blackie, as they had 
become great friends from Blackie’s visits 
across the field from Naomi’s house in White 
Stone. Blackie still will go anywhere for a 
treat. Arlene was happy that the transition 
had gone smoothly, and that Blackie was 

thriving on farm living. Caring for others, be 
they two- or four-legged, was one of Arlene’s 
trademarks. 

In her own right she was a gifted and recog-
nized artist, as evidenced by her winning the 
Best in Show award one year at the Rappahan-
nock Art League’s annual show. She had stud-
ied art in the Washington area, and had par-
ticipated in gallery showings before moving 
to the Northern Neck. Once here she exhib-
ited her works in many local venues, and saw 
her interest in art in parallel terms to her late 
husband, George’s, talents in woodworking 
and model making. George had spent much of 
his career making models for the Smithsonian 

Institution collections. They were items of 
extraordinary precision in which the smallest 
detail was in perfect scale and the colors were 
absolute period replicas. In retirement he set 
up a cottage industry of restoring furniture 
and making custom-designed pieces for cus-
tomers. His pieces, although crafted by hand, 
gave the appearance of having come from a 
factory, their quality was of such magnitude 
that beholders hardly could grasp that an indi-
vidual could have made them. 

The Dankos and their son, Jay, moved to 
White Stone about 40 years ago and carried 
on many of the interests they had pursued in 
the Washington suburbs. Jay had undergone 
serious illness and brain surgery, and with 
his parents’ encouragement and support was 
able to lead a happy and productive life. He 
assisted his father in making models and in 
other forms of woodworking, many products 
of which also made their way to the annual art 
shows. Both father and son were steadfast in 
ushering at church, and genuinely liked con-
tributing to on-going activities.

Ultimately Jay died, shortly before his 
father, and Arlene carried on alone with visits 

from her other children who lived away. As 
the years accumulated she stopped driving, 
and had to come to accept life at home. She 
received great church support, and lived on 
content with the course she was following. 
Last month Arlene died at the age of 96. She 
had been born in Philadelphia four months 
before America entered the First World War, 
and spent almost a century observing the 
course of the planet around her, much of 
which she left behind in her telling works of 
art, thereby leaving in her wake depictions of 
everyday scenes of beauty as she conceived 
them.

Arlene was multi-talented, but she con-
sidered herself first a wife and mother, thus 
making her art all the more impressive, 
because in her view she did it on the side. In 
that effort, and in life in general, she accom-
plished much every step of the way, and in her 
case literally left her oyster a more beautiful 
place from taking brush to hand. In addition, 
because of Arlene one happy puppy has lived 
with us these last 11 years.

Arlene Grahe Danko, December 22, 1916 – 
May 28, 2013. R.I.P.

In her own right she was a 
gifted and recognized artist, 
as evidenced by her winning 
the Best in Show award one 
year at the Rappahannock 
Art League’s annual show.

Focal Point

Ospreys are ready for Flag Day, June 14.

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

(Reprints from the June 13, 
1913, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
Caught On The Fly

Steamer Potomac is back on 
her route, freshly painted and 
beautiful to behold.

A new derrick is being 
erected at Millenbeck wharf for 
the convenience of shippers.

Civil service examination 
will be held at Heathsville June 
25th to select postmaster for 
Fairport.

Mr. J. B. Cralle, of Kilmar-
nock, is spending several days 
here with his son, Mr. A. A. 
Cralle.

Abel Whealton, now of the 
Eastern Shore, visited his father 
at Morratico last week. Mr. 
Whealton is 86 years old and 
growing feeble of late.

Wicomico High School 
closed last week with appropri-
ate exercises. The baccalaureate 
sermon was preached by Rev. 
W N. Sherwood.  Col. E. Hugh 
Smith delivered the commence-
ment address.
Take Notice, Irvingtonians

$325 will complete the walk. 
The Club is very anxious to 
have it finished by July 4th. If 
any one else wishes the same 
please let’s hear from you with 
a donation. Now is the time we 
need the money most. Help us 
NOW to have our walk com-
pleted for the 4th of July. Send 
all money to H. O. Rock (trea-
surer Side Walk Club).
Irvington

Capt. E. L. Thomas, of Mor-
attico, is unloading coal here 
this week.

Owen Lewis, of Reedville, is 
here giving instruction in run-
ning automobiles.

Prof. Geo. A. Valden and 
Linwood James were in Freder-
icksburg this week.

Mrs. E. W. Brewington and 
little son, Philip, of Baltimore, 
are spending some time here.

Miss Mary Orville Street, of 
Essex County and Richmond, is 

guest of the Misses Lee.
Misses Ethel Donaldson, of 

Baltimore, and Mabel McGin-
nis, of Ottoman, are guests of 
the Misses Dix.

Dr. W. G. Marks received his 
new Buick automobile Saturday 
and is now running it like an 
old band.

Mrs. L. H. Rilee and daugh-
ter, Miss Mabel, and Mrs. E. W. 
Meekins, are visiting in West 
Point this week.
Iberis

Mrs. Harvey, of Harvey’s 
Wharf, who has been spending 
some time here with her daugh-
ter, Mrs. W. R. Kennedy, at 
Morans, returned to her home 
on Sunday.

Rev. J. C. Degges, of Essex 
Circuit, and Miss L. E. Degges, 
of Wilson, N.C., were called to 
the bedside of their father, Rev 
C. L. Degges, who has been 
critically ill, but at this writing 
we are glad to note that he is 
improving.

Mrs. Willie Barker, Jr., and 
little baby spent Thursday with 
her relatives, Mrs. Robinson 
and Mrs. Brown, near here.

Mrs. Geneva Webb and 
mother, Mrs. Overton, of New 
York, and Mrs. Harold Lewis, 
of Reedville, spent Friday at the 
home of Geo. R. McKenney.
Public speaking

There will be public speaking 
by prominent Masons at Kil-
marknock on Friday, June 20th, 
in the Town Hall, by the Grand 
Master of Masons in Virginia 
and other prominent Masons 
through the State. Also some 
fine singing by the Masonic 
quartet, who are considered 
second to none in the State. 
Speaking will commence at 2 
p.m., and a very nice program 
is promised for that day. Admis-
sion free to all. The public is 
cordially invited,

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Respect for military tradition and 
public service was evident all over 

Virginia’s First District last weekend. I 
was pleased to gather with so many of 
you to commemorate Memorial Day 
and to honor the memory of the many 
Americans who have given the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of this nation.

At Memorial Day events in Williams-
burg and Yorktown, I heard so many 
inspiring stories of phenomenal Ameri-
can heroes. We must never fail to honor 
their service, and we must never take 
their sacrifice for granted. To the men 
and women of our armed forces, both 
past and present, and to your families 
– thank you for all that you’ve done for 
this great nation.

 On Tuesday, I was pleased to spend 
time with a fantastic group of veter-
ans in Dale City. The Prince William 
Chamber of Commerce Veterans Coun-
cil hosted Del. Rich Anderson and me 
at an event to discuss the important 
issues facing our Commonwealth and 
nation. Some of these issues will be 
coming up soon in consideration of the 
annual National Defense Authorization 

Act.
Del. Anderson and I served together 

in the Corps of Cadets at Virginia Tech, 
and I was pleased to be with him and 
with the many dedicated patriots in 
attendance. Being able to take ques-
tions and clarify my views on various 
subjects is always important, but I 
particularly value the opportunity to 
hear specific ideas and opinions from 
citizens.

That’s why I meet frequently with 
constituents in my district offices and 
visit so many workplaces and organi-
zations across the district. That’s also 
why I drive home to the Northern Neck 
each night, even when Congress is in 
session. The best ideas to address our 
nation’s challenges come from places 
like Yorktown, Tappahannock, and 
Fredericksburg – not Washington.

 Another great discussion this past 
week came at the Quantico/Belvoir 
Regional Business Alliance’s quarterly 
luncheon in Woodbridge. This region 
of the First District has seen signifi-
cant growth in recent years, and this 
was a tremendous opportunity for me 

to discuss some of what’s going on in 
Congress now and to answer questions 
regarding the way these potential poli-
cies can affect folks and small busi-
nesses in the First District.

The recent, across-the-board budget 
cuts, known as sequestration, are of 
particular concern to folks in this area, 
and I stressed to the group my contin-
ued resolve to replace these cuts with 
more responsible, commonsense solu-
tions.

 Finally, I was honored this week 
to attend a government class at Kettle 
Run High School in Nokesville. I am 
always inspired by the optimism and 
civic engagement of our youth, and I 
enjoyed speaking with these talented 
students about my own background 
and about how issues being addressed 
in Congress today will reverberate for 
years to come.

This generation has the enthusiasm 
and intelligence to take our nation to 
new heights, and I will continue each 
day to pursue policies in Washington 
that strengthen and enhance the oppor-
tunity that America offers.

YOUR LETTERS

The letter appearing in your 
June 6 publication, “Preserve 
the Republic,” might ben-
efit from some clarification of 
political terminology.

All governments are predi-
cated upon a principle, a fun-
damental assumption upon 
which the government will be 
based. Other than anarchy (no 
government), there are three 
organizing principles. Autoc-
racy (rule by one), oligarchy 
(rule by a few), and democracy 
(rule by all).

There are many forms of 
government and some forms 
may exist under more than 
one principle. An autocracy 
may take the form of a monar-
chy or a military dictatorship. 
An oligarchy might be either 
theocratic or aristocratic. A 
democracy may take the form 
of a constitutional monarch, a 
direct democracy, or a repre-
sentative democracy. There are 
many forms, but each could 
accurately be characteristic of 
one of the above principles of 
government.

As for the form of govern-
ment titled republic, China is a 
republic and so is the U.S.  We 
both elect citizens to represent 
us, we determine their terms of 
office and give them specific 
powers and duties.

However, China’s principle 
of government is autocracy, 
rule by one, the Communist 
Party. Thus, virtually all of 
China’s elected national offi-
cials must be members of the 
Communist Party.

Comparatively, the prin-
ciple of government in the 
U.S. is democracy. We do not 
limit representation of a single 
philosophy or point of view. 
Yet, by definition we are both 
republics.

As for the word democracy 

Republic 
or Democracy

in the Constitution, perhaps 
the first sentence in the Pre-
amble might suffice to identify 
our principle of government. It 
begins, “We  the people...”

Robert A. Adriance,
Wicomico Church

The American people, egged 
on by a complicit media, 
cheered on the destruction of 
liberty in the name of security 
and financed the most horrific 
Orwellian spy network in the 
history of the world.

As long as we were led to 
believe it was ‘aiming’ at our 
‘enemies’ we seemed fine with 
it. Now that this massive ‘trap’ 

Heed the warning

has been built and ‘set,’ we wake 
up to find, through the coura-
geous efforts of a “Whistle-
blower” that this trap has been 
built, set, and aimed—at us.

The cumulative ‘scandals’ of 
this administration, aka, feloni-
ous crimes, of espionage, trea-
son, sedition and conspiracy, 
have reached a very dangerous 
‘tipping point.’ History predicts 
that in order for these Marxists 
to survive in power, they must 
resort to a “false flag” attack of 
monstrous proportions.

This administration has 
proven there is nothing, abso-
lutely nothing they will not do 

HEED, continued on page A7

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 
16, so I thought I’d share a little 
fatherly advice. But what do I 
know, I’m not a father.

However, over the years I have 
been on the receiving end of 
fatherly advice.

What I’m about to share may 
have come from my father or 
grandfathers, somebody else’s 
father or grandfathers, books 
I’ve read, greeting cards, Chinese 
fortune cookies, Robert E. Lee, 
a president or two, the break-
fast table at Lee’s Restaurant, 
a coach, a friend, a teacher, a 
preacher, Forest Gump, or just 
about anywhere. It might even be 
original.

One thing’s for sure, this 
advice is the kind of thing that 
just keeps rattling around in my 
head until I share it with some-
body.

could be your last.

that don’t burn a blue flame.
-

ness and he’ll take care of yours.

woman is never complete until 
they die.

defeats. They are sent to teach 
wisdom and prudence, to call 
forth greater energies, and to pre-
vent falling into greater disasters.

always.
-

duces little growth.

mother told you not to do.

it needs.
-

out rules.

woman, always carry a bag of 
groceries, or a tool box. The 
nosey neighbor will think you’re 
just making deliveries, or fixing 
something.

between two points is a straight 
line.

you are going, you might end up 
some place else.

to go fishing, read a book, or fly 
a kite.

-
takes your siblings and friends 
do.

you from backtracking and save 
you time.

afford.

your actions.

deep, ugly is to the bone.

on the internet.
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JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

B
E
A
U
T
Y

W
I
S
D
O
M

ON THE WATER
POWERBOAT CERTIFICATION

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

vahs.com

Convalescent Care, Skilled Care 
and Rehabilitative Care. 

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center combines 
excellence and ambiance to create a warm, home-like environment 
for your family and friends, right here at home.

Many of our residents enter for Skilled Care, a designation for those 
joining us directly from the hospital who still need a higher level 
of nursing, rehabilitative or medical attention on a 24-hour basis. 
In fact, Medicare or other insurance carriers may provide up to 100 
days of Skilled Care or rehabilitative care per benefit period for 
those who meet the medical requirements.

If rehabilitative therapy is required, our team of physical, 
occupational and speech therapists will do their very best to help 
you achieve your highest possible level of functioning, with the goal 
of your returning home. 

Remember, if at any time you or your loved one may need our 
services, we’re right here. Call our Administrator, Garrett Jones, at 
804-435-1684.

Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center

287 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

to cover up their ruthless, crimi-
nal activity. Cicero saw this 
from over 2,000 years ago…

“A nation can survive its 
fools, and even the ambitious. 
But it cannot survive treason 
from within. An enemy at the 
gates is less formidable, for he 
is known and carries his banner 
openly. But the traitor moves 
amongst those within the gate 
freely, his sly whispers rustling 
through all the alleys, heard in 
the very halls of government 
itself. For the traitor appears not 

familiar to his victims, and he 
wears their face and their argu-
ments, he appeals to the base-
ness that lies deep in the hearts 
of all men. He rots the soul of 
a nation, he works secretly and 
unknown in the night to under-
mine the pillars of the city, he 
infects the body politic so that it 
can no longer resist. A murderer 
is less to fear.”

You have been warned.
Catherine Crabill,

Irvington

Heed
continued from page A6

YOUR LETTERS

On May 10, America 
learned the IRS—perhaps 
the most frightening of all 
government agencies—has 
been targeting conservative 
groups, including Tea Party 
groups. The IRS has waged a 
three-year war against the Tea 
Party, harassing  the groups 
and even auditing individual 
members. This abuse of power 
is unacceptable and un-Con-
stitutional and must stop.

The Tea Party movement 
began organically in 2010 
in response to government’s 
overreach. It has attracted 
millions of Americans com-
mitted to defending the Con-
stitution and teaching future 
generations about the impor-
tance of limited government 
and fiscal responsibility.

The Tea Party has been 
extremely effective at expos-
ing government corrup-
tion and government waste.  
We’ve had our fair share of 
successes holding elected 
officials accountable and 
influencing legislation. So, in 
a certain sense, it’s no wonder 
that Washington’s ruling elite 
would be on guard against the 
Tea Party movement.

The revelation that the IRS 
has been singling out and 
harassing conservative orga-
nizations comes at a time 
when Congress is handing off 
even more power to unelected 
and unaccountable officials in 
the Executive Branch.  S744, 
the Senate amnesty bill, gives 
decision-making authority 
for almost all areas of our 
immigration policies to the 
Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity.  The Secretary is nomi-
nated and never has to face 
the voters or be in any way 
accountable to the American 
public.

If this scandal at the IRS has 
taught us anything, it’s that 
we need to rein in the federal 
government and make it more 
accountable to us. The IRS’s 
abuse of power highlights 
why the Senate needs to slow 
down with its amnesty bill. 

We simply cannot trust 
bureaucrats to make the 
right decisions.  Immigration 
policy is too complex and too 
important for us to delegate 
to a group of bureaucrats who 
may be pursuing an agenda 
that doesn’t match Ameri-
cans’ best interest.

Dee Meredith,
Callao

Abuse of power
could be contagious

It was with sadness and nostal-
gia that I learned of the death of 
Dr. Frances Ashburn last week. 
As a student touched by her love 
of teaching, as well as an educa-
tor myself, I appreciate the sig-
nificant loss suffered by both the 
Lancaster County and education 
communities. 

Dr. Ashburn taught count-
less children in her 40-year 
plus career, including my par-
ents, brother, relatives, and 
friends.  Her dedication to educa-
tion is to be admired. She taught 
students of all ages, all academic 
levels, and even furthered her 
own education by earning her 
doctorate from the Curry School 
at UVA (Wahoowa!). 

One of my earliest memories 
of loving to learn, and feeling 
confident in myself as a student, 
involved Dr. Ashburn. She pulled 
me aside as a first-grader, tested 
and praised my reading skills, 
and did what all great teachers 
do—made a child feel respected, 
special, and assured. From that 
moment on, I was inspired to suc-
ceed and make schoolwork a top 
priority. 

As a member and officer of 
Alpha Delta Kappa, Dr. Ashburn 
demonstrated her commitment 
to cultivating the careers of new 
educators. While I was at the 
Curry School, I received sup-
port from her both in occasional 
letters, and inquiries about me 
made to my grandfather, Sonny 
Thomas. Novice teachers need 
the support of veterans, and Dr. 
Ashburn went out of her way to 
provide it. 

Teaching is a necessary and 
important, yet oftentimes thank-
less profession. In honor of Dr. 
Ashburn, let’s all take a moment 
to honor the teachers who have 
inspired, nurtured, and educated 
us. 

Nikki Lewis Shrader,
Charlottesville

Inspired by
Dr. Ashburn

I am very excited that Kilmar-
nock was chosen as one of 100 
towns in the U.S. and Canada as 
a contestant in a voting contest 
to determine which 20 towns 
will have three blocks painted 
by Benjamin Moore.

Kilmarnock was nominated 
because of the vintage feel of its 
Main Street. Benjamin Moore 
wants to help towns “create an 
inviting business environment 
and reinforce community ties.”

This is a wonderful promo-
tion of our town and area.  It 
costs nothing to vote. It is my 
hope that the residents and 
businesses will get behind this 
project and vote. 

The contest ends June 30 and 
one can vote daily.  

To vote, follow these easy 
steps:

com.
-

ginia on the map—if voting 
from a hand held device click 
on the southeast region of the 
U.S.

says “Vote Now.”
Kilmarnock is one of two 

towns in the state of Virginia 
that were nominated.  It is now 
time for us to step up and show 
our pride in our beautiful town 
and appreciate the efforts of all 
who are trying to maintain and 
beautify our Main Street.  

When you come from sprawl-
ing Northern Virginia, as I do, 
you really appreciate the beauty 
and serenity of a small town. 
Let’s celebrate!  Let’s show the 
nation that our community ties 
are strong.

Jane Stilmar,
Kilmarnock

Let’s paint
Kilmarnock

Do you remember?
From left, members of the Kilmarnock High School class 
of 1913 are (front row) Arrabella Kamps (Willis), Linda 
Flowers (Blake), Marvin Carter, Jennie Webb (Webb), Stewart 
Simmons, Gladys Eubank (Layman) and Thomas K. Yerby; 
(next row) Adele Kramer (Spriggs), Bertha Norris (Bonner), 
Nell Tapscott (Applegate), Lelia Claybrook (Norris) and 
Lillian Forrester (Craig); (next row) Harvey Coppedge, Ferdie 
Ward, Lloyd George, Miss Margaret Henderson (teacher) and 
Garnett Claybrook.  “Do You Remember?” is a community 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo courtesy of Mrs. T. W. 
Bonner’s collection.

In just a few days many 
people across our great 
nation will be commemorat-
ing the abolishment of slav-
ery by celebrating Juneteenth 
Jubilee. There will be pic-
nics, parades, entertainment, 
enjoyment of one another’s 
company, and the grateful-
ness to be free.

In honor of this phenom-
enal celebra-
tion, the National 
Council of Negro 
Women is asking 
those of us who 
care to pay tribute 
to the oldest living 
resident of the 
African-American 
community here in Lan-
caster County. When asked to 
take on the assignment, Ann 
Jackson, an active member 
of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP), gladly 
responded. Mrs. Jackson put 
a call through to the NAACP 
president for assistance and 
we will also contact the 
Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors as well.

There is so much jubilance 
surrounding this celebra-
tion that it kicks off as early 
as June 8 and continues up 
until June 25 of every year. 
The actual day to mark your 
calendar for is June 19. This 

day in particular was set aside 
approximately two years after 
President Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 
1863. That was how long it 
took for the last state to be 
notified of its signing. that 
being Texas, the Lone Star 
State.

To look back 50 years there 
is no doubt that we have pro-
gressed as a nation given 

the election of Presi-
dent Barrack Hussein 
Obama for a first and 
second term, but how 
have we progressed as 
a people? For example, 
let’s review the Frater-
nal Order of Police, a 
group organized for 

the purpose of catching run-
away slaves, and then look at 
the number of African Ameri-
cans now employed by them, 
who call them, and file reports 
through them.

Kindly use our time wisely 
toward the development and  
uplifting of one another no 
matter if you are negro, col-
ored, black or African-Amer-
ican, let’s treat each other the 
same.

For more information 
about the National Council 
of Negro Women, please con-
tact Barbara L. Shaw, chair, 
National Headquarters, 633 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20004.

Celebrating Juneteenth Jubilee
by Melanie M. Taylor

To view a 
transcript of the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation, 
visit www.
ourdocuments.
gov.

Last week’s announced 
meeting for F. W. “Butch” 
Jenkins, chairman of the 
Lancaster board of supervi-
sors, to speak with the 99th 
District Tea Party has been 
rescheduled to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, June 25, at 7 p.m.  The 
meeting is free and open to 
the public.

Jenkins will speak on 
the duties of a supervisor, 
county issues such as zoning 
and comprehensive land 

use, and address the county 
budget that deals with lower 
real estate  property values 
and an increase in requested 
funding for schools and ser-
vices, said publicity chair-
man Lyn Neira.

Jenkins will answer ques-
tions concerning local gov-
ernment issues following his 
presentation. Only questions 
of a general nature will be 
addressed, not those relating 
to any individual matter.

Jenkins’ talk rescheduled

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 18, at the Bank of 
Lancaster northside branch in 
Kilmarnock.

Lancaster County Emergency 
director Christina Hubbard will 
present information on hurri-
cane preparedness. The public 
is invited to this forum, said 
president Lloyd N. Hill. 

Other agenda items will 
include a discussion on the new 
voting rights restoration law 
effective July 15,  voter registra-
tion and voter ID requirements.

Lancaster County
NAACP will meet

presents
“SUDS”– The Rocking 60’s 

Musical Soap Opera”
By Melinda Gilb

Directed by Robin Blake

June 13-14-15 & 21-22 & 28-29 – Evenings
7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain 

June 30 – Matinee 
2:00 p.m. Social Hour – 3:00 p.m. Curtain

$20 for Adults

Call 435-3776
Pay online - lancasterplayers.org
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Watermen’s
Great Food

580-2220

This Father’s Day, 
give him a gift he’ll love, not another tie.

has the perfect gift!
Ammo, Guns and accessories

 Antiques, Collectables, Militaria
Buy-Sell-Trade

Free Research on Items • Free Estimates
Mon.-Sat. 10 am - 5 pm Closed Sundays

 804-435-8722
50 East Church St., Kilmarnock

 50 East Church 

TREAT DAD TO A BIG 
JUICY STEAK AND FRESH 

LOCAL SEAFOOD!

Summer Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday 

5 pm - 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 

5 pm - 10 pm

Nightly specials
804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd

On the Great Wicomico River
Indoor & Outdoor

Dining Available

Civil War Re-enactment
Ambush at Wilton Creek

Auditions for 18 speaking parts
Young men/women to dress as men
Sign-ups for extras and stage hands

June 20 starting at 6pm   |   June 22 starting at 10am

Performances August 16 & 17
Deltaville Maritime Museum

For more information call 804-815-3102

Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department’s 
second annual Pig Pickin’ on the Point got 

off to a wet and muddy start June 8 at Buzzard 
Point Marina in Reedville.  

The rain stopped just in time for the volley-
ball and corn hole games to begin. 

Phillip Keyser of the Fairfields Volunteer 
Fire Department reported the event was a suc-
cess, thanks to the many sponsors.

There were a little over 500 people in atten-
dance—500 pounds of barbecue and 26 kegs 
consumed, he said. Keyser thanked the com-
munity, the sponsors, Buzzard Point Marina 
and the Bowis family for supporting the event.

Children had a blast jumping in the bounce 

house and checking out the ladder truck which 
extended skyward. Several brave souls climbed 
up to get a view from above.

There also was bull riding for the chil-
dren and some fun-loving adults. The buffet 
included barbecue, coleslaw and baked beans 
along with beer, wine, soda and water.

Volleyball and corn hole tournaments took 
place in the afternoon. The Kelly Construction 
Crew was crowned volleyball winner. Scotty 
George and William Saunders won the corn 
hole tournament.

DJ Chad Rock kept the music going 
throughout the afternoon, followed by Honky 
Tonk Heroes. Casper capped the night, per-
forming until 11:30 p.m. They had everyone 
kicking off their shoes and dancing in the mud.

A buzzard’s-eye view of the Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department’s second annual Pig Pickin’ 
on the Point shows the evening crowd beginning to arrive. A related slide show may be viewed 
at RRecord.com. Photo by Fairfields VFD fireman Marc Bershaw

Pig Pickin’ proves popular
by Sara Amiss and Lindsay Bishoff

IRVINGTON—Town coun-
cil will hold a public hearing 
tonight (June 13) on a proposed 
2013-14 budget of $105,298. 
The council will meet at 7 p.m. 
in the town hall at 235 Steamboat 
Road.

An additional $38,000 is 
designated as pass-through for 
expenses mostly associated with 
Chesapeake Academy, bring-
ing the total to $143,298, down 
$10,007 from the current budget.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, June 13, in the courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville. 

The presentation docket 
includes reports from superin-
tendent of schools Dr. Rebecca 
Gates and the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Public hearings scheduled for 
7 p.m. include requests from:

and Gary G. Giberson to operate 
a tourist home at 221 Sandpiper 
Circle;

to operate a tourist home at 768 
Twin Harbor Road;

KILMARNOCK—Despite 
a mother’s plea that school uni-
forms are not affordable to most 
working families, the school 
board voted Monday to include 
Lancaster Middle School in the 
new uniform policy adopted last 
month at the primary school.

The vote split 3-2 with mem-
bers Alex Fleet (District 5), Pat-
rick McCranie (District 4) and 
Bob Smart (District 1) approv-
ing. Don McCann (District 3) 
and Ella Davis (District 2) were 
opposed. 

“It’s not affordable for us 
even though we both have full 
time jobs,” said Melissa Norris. 
The mother of three school chil-
dren said she currently spends 
over $100 on school supplies so 
adding uniform clothing is unrea-
sonable to ask. 

The school policy on uniforms 
also is in opposition to how her 
children are being raised, she 
said.  “I’m trying to teach my 
children it’s okay to be different, 
to be individual...I’m distressed. 
My children are very upset. 
Please reconsider,” she said. 

Principal Kim Hammond 
noted that only 40% of parents 
responded to their survey, with 
63% of that number favoring uni-
forms. She said a public school in 
Williamsburg started a uniform 
policy after studying it for sev-
eral years. Parents who did not 

LOTTSBURG—Dr. Travis 
Burns was named the new 
principal of Northumberland 
High School during Monday’s 
school board meeting. 

Burns currently serves as 
principal of Page Middle 
School in Gloucester County. 

Dean Sumner made the 
motion to hire Burns and 
chairman Betty Christopher 
provided a second. The deci-
sion was unanimous.

Food service director 
Saunee Hamlett informed 
the board the price of school 
lunches needs to be raised by 
10 cents.

“That’s the most we can go 
up every year until we hit the 
$2.50 mark (required by the 
state),” said Hamlett. 

Student lunches at the 
elementary school for the 
2013-14 school year will cost 
$2.20 and student lunches at 
the high school and middle 
school will cost $2.30. This 
will not affect the cost of free 
and reduced lunches.

For the first time in three 
years, the board also raised 
the price of adult lunches at 
all schools. The cost will now 
be $3.50. 

Myrtle Phillips made the 
motion which was seconded 
by Sumner and carried in a 
unanimous vote.

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates recommended the 
board accept an insurance bid 
from Virginia Association of 
Counties Group Self Insur-
ance Risk Pool. 

“Even though it says self-
insurance it doesn’t mean 
we’re going to be self-insur-
ing. All that means is that 
we’re in a pool with other 
school systems,” said Gates.

This provider would put 
Northumberland in a pool 
with 52 school boards and 
systems, 88 county govern-
ments and 34 counties in 
West Virginia. The company 
has $52 million in coverage, 
said Gates, and would save 
the school system $13,000. 

Additional items the com-
pany covers that the school’s 
current insurer doesn’t pro-
vide include student heat 
exhaustion and school secu-
rity risk management.

The board had a few ques-
tions about the insurance 
provider, however, and was 
not ready to make a decision 
Monday.

“I have great trouble with 
self insurance because we’re 
talking possibly of millions 
and millions of dollars. While 
there’s $52 million backing 
it up, if we have a real catas-
trophe, that’s not much at 
all,” said vice chairman Dick 
Saxer. “Also, when talking 
about total building values 
they have $44,028,000 listed 
and since our new building is 
$43 million in itself, I think 
that figure is quite low and 
should be looked at.” 

Susan Saunders suggested 
the company send a represen-

Northumberland names
new high school principal

Dr. Travis Burns will be 
principal of Northumberland 
High School.

by Shannon Rice

tative to have all the buildings 
assessed for value. Action on 
the bid was tabled until next 
month.

The board was expected 
to approve a proposal from 
Verizon for a temporary cell 
phone tower on school prop-
erty. However, no one was at 
the meeting to represent Veri-
zon. 

The Northumberland board 
of supervisors has already 
approved the proposal.

“I’m not at odds with the 
board of supervisors. We 
want to get along with them, 
but it doesn’t make too much 
sense because we are a consti-
tutional, autonomous, elected 
board of education and they 
should have come to us. The 
board of education owns this 
property,” said Saxer.

Lara Brown gave the board 
an update on the senior class. 
She said 97 students will walk 
across the NHS auditorium 
stage during Saturday’s grad-
uation. Of those, 35 students 
will receive advanced studies 
diploma, 57 will receive stan-
dard diplomas, and five will 
receive I.E.P. diplomas. 

At press time, the class of 
2013 had amassed $75,650 in 
scholarships.

Uniforms required for LMS and LPS

Lancaster school superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich Monday 
announced the appointment of Dr. Holly Wargo (left) as the 
principal of Lancaster High School and Mike Daddario as 
principal at the middle school, effective July 1. 

by Audrey Thomasson

want to comply were allowed 
to send their children to another 
public school. Hammond raised 
the question that if uniforms are 
mandatory, the school district 
may have a legal obligation to 
supply uniforms to families who 
can’t afford them.

The Williamsburg school spent 
the first 10 weeks of the school 
year being “fashion police” on 
the uniform policy, she said. 

Objecting to the policy, 
McCann said he was dis-
turbed that only 40% of parents 
responded. “We can’t afford to 
have staff focused on what the 
kids are wearing at the expense of 
education...Wait a year. See how 

it goes at the primary school,” he 
said.

As someone who has spent 
time in uniforms with various 
institutions, McCranie said he 
favored the policy. “I believe it 
promotes esprit de corps.”

Fleet agreed. “I know there 
are problems, but we need to go 
ahead. When you have some-
thing like this in your school the 
whole atmosphere changes.”

The uniform includes khaki or 
navy slacks, shorts or skirts with 
belts, and tucked polo or turtle 
neck shirts in red, white, gray 
or blue. The policy takes affect 
when the new school year begins 
in September.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Harner to encroach the seaward 
50-feet of the 100-foot resource 
protection area buffer at 501 
Honest Point Road.

KILMARNOCK—The Kil-
marnock board of zoning 

appeals will conduct a public 
hearing at 6 p.m. Thursday, June 
20, in the town office at 514 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock.

The hearing is to solicit com-
ment on a request from Partners 
for Lancaster County Schools 
Foundation, also known as 
Mercer Place. The applicant seeks 
a variance to the medium den-
sity residential zoning ordinance 
minimum lot area requirements 
in order to add an additional eight 
dwelling units.

The property is off East Church 
Street adjacent to St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church.

Documents related to this 
request can be viewed at the town 
office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays.

G L O U C E S T E R — T h e 
Gloucester-Mathews Humane 
Society will publish Calen-
dar Tails of 2014, its second 
annual desk calendar, in 
support of the Gloucester-
Mathews- Middlesex Animal 
Shelter.  

Photo spots for sale in the 

60-plus page desk calendar 
start at $25 for a b&w note 
page square (1 ¾ x 1 ¾ ) up to 
a Pet of the Month full-color 
page for $500 with other price 
points in between, said execu-
tive director Amanda Wroten.  
There can be special sym-
bols on photos to pay tribute 

to Shelter alums and animal 
friends that are no longer with 
us.  Recognition also will be 
paid to military and service 
dogs.  The photo sales and 
submission deadline is July 
15, and the calendar, priced 
at $21 (including tax), will be 
available in late September.

Picture a pet on a 2014 desk calendar; deadline is July 15
In addition to featuring your 

animals, you can “sponsor” a 
shelter animal with a $25 (or 
larger) photo spot.

Businesses are also welcome 
to participate as Picture Purr-
fect Sponsors.  For information 
on sponsorships and other cal-
endar questions, contact Joyce 
Richter at Calendartails@
gmail.com, or 694-0772.


