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Anna Scholtes, the wife of Omega Protein chief executive officer Bret Scholtes, christens the Fleeton. A slide show 
on Saturday’s events may be viewed at RRecord.com. Photos by Shannon Rice

Omega Protein christens two
new menhaden vessels during 
2013 centennial celebrations

From left, Capt. Jeff Haydon and Capt. Lee Robbins were presented prayers 
for their vessels.

REEDVILLE—Omega Protein 
Corporation christened two new ves-
sels at its Reedville facility on Satur-
day. The F/V Rappahannock and the 
F/V Fleeton are the first new menha-
den fishing vessels christened by the 
company in over 20 years.

Omega Protein is a nutritional prod-
uct company and a leading integrated 
producer of omega-3 fish oil and spe-
cialty protein products.

“The addition of the Rappahan-
nock and the Fleeton to our Reedville 
fleet marks a significant investment in 
our operations here in Virginia,” said 
Monty Deihl, director of fishing oper-
ations at Omega Protein. “I’m proud 
that Omega is reviving the tradition of 
formally christening our new fishing 
vessels. It demonstrates our commit-
ment to both our employees here and 
the community which for so many 
years this Reedville plant has sup-
ported.”

 “These two vessels allow us to har-
vest menhaden in a more efficient and 
environmentally conscious capacity,” 
added Omega Protein chief executive 
officer Bret Scholtes. “It also allows 
us to better preserve those fish and 
conduct our operations in a safer way. 
It’s really a win-win scenario in all 
regards. We couldn’t be more excited 
about the 2013 fishing season and 
beyond.” 

The Rappahannock was christened 
by Mark Fortune, assistant chief of 
the Rappahannock Indian Tribe. The 
Rappahannock have long inhabited 
the lands near Reedville, as well as 
lands spanning from the Northern 
Neck on the Rappahannock River to 

the Mattaponi River, and as far north 
as Fredericksburg.

In keeping with longstanding com-
pany tradition, the Fleeton was chris-
tened by Anna Scholtes, wife of the 
chief executive.

The ceremony coincided with 
Omega Protein’s centennial celebra-
tions, commemorating the company 
being chartered as Reedville Oil and 
Guano in 1913.

“This centennial is a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect on this com-
pany’s storied past, but it’s also a per-
fect platform for us to look forward 
towards an equally bright future,” said 
director of public affairs Ben Landry.

Both “new” vessels were originally 
used as Offshore Supply Vessels 
(OSV) in the Gulf of Mexico. They 

LANCASTER—Most of the public 
isn’t aware that the county’s three fire 
departments are all volunteers, Paul 
Elbourne told supervisors last week.

“We’re all volunteers. We’re the 
only public service with no paid 
staff,” he said.

Elbourne appeared before the 
county’s budget work session to ask 
for an increase of $38,000 in funding 
to be split between White Stone, Kil-
marnock and Upper Lancaster volun-

teer fire departments. He also asked 
for an automatic 5% increase each 
year. Currently, the county contrib-
utes $248,000, which is split between 
the three departments.

The cost of buying and maintain-
ing equipment, fire engines and tank 
trucks continues to escalate, said 
Elbourne. In addition, fewer young 
men are volunteering because mem-
bers must spend so much time fund-
raising which leaves fewer hours for 
training or to spend with family, he 
said. 

“Citizens would be surprised what 
the county’s tax base would be if they 
paid for the fire departments,” said 
District 1 supervisor and board chair-
man Butch Jenkins.

Other departments and organi-
zations asked for level funding or 
increases for salaries. Some requested 
significant increases in their budgets. 

Sheriff Ronnie Crockett asked for 
an additional $215,404 to fund salary 
increases, two new dispatch positions, 
and computer equipment. If approved, 
the department’s annual budget would 
increase to over $1.8 million. He also 

asked for a $46,162 increase for a 
second school resource officer, bring-
ing that total to $101,439. 

An additional $38,411 is needed 
by land use administration for public 
access engineering fees, according to 
land use director Don Gill, bringing 
that department to $269,581.

Edna Davenport of the Depart-
ment of Social Services requested 
an increase of $37,926 for salary 
increases and an additional position, 
which would push DSS to nearly $1.5 
million.

Phillip Mumford of the Boys and 
Girls Club of the Northern Neck 
asked for an additional $25,000 for 
capital projects. The addition would 
increase its annual contribution 
to $75,000, the same amount the 
Lower Northern Neck Family YMCA 
receives each year.

Kim McManus asked for an addi-
tional $20,542 for Rappahannock 
Community College, bringing its 
annual total to $26,686. The increase, 
which will be required for 10 years, 
would be Lancaster’s portion of a $3 
million repaving of campus parking 
lots, which the state does not fund. 
Eleven other counties will be asked 
to share the burden, he added. 

Lindsy Gardner requested an addi-
tional $10,250 for Lancaster Com-
munity Library in order to increase 
the hours of the technology position 
for community support.

Savings of $120,000 is expected 
with the completion of real estate 
assessments, which take place every 
three to six years. The county admin-
istrator’s office will save $33,941 due 
to a reduction in staff, bringing its 
budget to $386,009. 

Paid Rescue Services is seeking 
$31,866 less because of a decrease in 
health insurance premiums and over-
time, resulting in an annual budget of 
$822,737.

No decisions were made at last 
week’s session. 

Supervisors will hold a work session 
at 4:40 p.m. today, May 23, prior to a 
public hearing on the school budget at 
7 p.m. Both meetings will take place 
in the county administration building.

Costs of fire fighting
and other public
services are increasing

by Audrey Thomasson

Tell them where
& what to spend:
School budget public 
hearing, Lancaster
administration 
building, 7 p.m.

MENHADEN, continued on page A2Paying tribute
Families will have at least three opportunities to participate in Memo-

rial Day observances Monday, May 27, in Lancaster County.
Bethel United Methodist Church on White Chapel Road west of 

Lively will commence its 24th annual Memorial Day Ceremony at 9 a.m. 
in the church cemetery.  The ceremony will be moved into the church if 
the weather is bad.

A wreath will be placed in honor of men and women who have served 
in the armed forces. The speaker will be Rappahannock Record reporter 
Audrey Thomasson, who will address what it’s like to lose a family 
member to a war. A roll call of deceased servicemen associated with the 
Bethel-Emmanuel Charge will be read.

The annual Memorial Day ceremony at Christ Church, 420 Christ 
Church Road in Weems, will begin at 11 a.m. with music. The formal 
memorial service will follow at 11:30 a.m. in the historic church.

The speaker will be retired U.S. Navy Capt., NC, Catherine A. Wilson, 
executive director of the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program. The service 
is sponsored by the Military Officers Association of America Northern 
Neck Chapter, American Legion Posts 86 and 117, Boy Scout Troop 242 
of Kilmarnock and the Foundation for Historic Christ Church.

The annual Memorial Day ceremony at White Marsh Church on Mary 
Ball Road near Brookvale will start at 2 p.m. in the historic church and 
move to the cemetery. The speaker will be Jack Bailey, retired from the 
U.S. Navy. 

Each veteran who is buried in the White Marsh Cemetery will be 
recognized during the service and a flag will be placed on the grave. 
Small white crosses will be placed next to grave markers throughout the 
cemetery by a friend or relative. There also will be a roll call recognizing 
each veteran.



InsideNews     May 23, 2013
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

 Payment enclosed     New  Renewal

 Bill me   Charge to

 $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

 $27.00 Newspaper only

 $39.00 Newspaper & PDF

For papers mailed to other areas:
 $37.00 Newspaper only  

$49.00 Newspaper & PDF 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

 $26.00  Newspaper only    

$38.00 Newspaper & PDF 

PDF only:

Order your subscription online!
Go to www.RappahannockRecord.net/archives

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
Shannon Rice

extension 28, srice@RRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, troy@RRecord.com

Classified Advertising:
classifieds@RRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com

Hillary Greene
extension 17, hgreene@RRecord.com

Gloria Bosher, 
extension 17, gloria@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner, 
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager

extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Apply online, ralgallery.com or visit the 
RAL Studio Gallery

19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 4pm

804-436-9309

Discover! Create! Enjoy!
Join!

Workshops

Forums

Friendships

Special Events

Kids’ Programs

Exhibits
Tours

Watermen’s
Great Food

580-2220

were purchased by Omega 
Protein and retro-fitted into 
menhaden fishing vessels. The 
Rappahannock was built in 
1982 and is 196’ x 40’, making 
it the largest vessel operated 
by Omega Protein in 2013. 
The Fleeton is 184’ x 38’ and 
was built in 1976. 

 Among the updates, large 

fuel tanks were removed from 
the boats and replaced with 
fish storage containers. The 
vessels will also feature twice 
the usual tonnage of refrig-
eration aboard in an effort to 
improve the quality of fish 
prior to processing.

Other activities marking the 
100-year anniversary included 

a captain’s reception and a 
family picnic. 

During May, all Omega Pro-
tein guests also receive free 
admission to the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum.

LANCASTER—County supervisors will hold four public 
hearings on May 30. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
county administration building in Lancaster.

Hearings will address:
-

ter 6 of the Comprehensive Plan, dealing with public infrastruc-
ture and services (such as school buildings, roads, fire depart-
ments and rescue squads).

-
tured home on a 0.750-acre parcel at 10547 Jesse DuPont Memo-
rial Highway. The property is zoned general residential.

manufactured home on a 0.500-acre parcel near the intersection 
of Greentown Road and Levering Lane. The property is zoned 
general residential.

-
man Oysters LLC, to operate a year-round oyster aquaculture 

Road. The property is zoned general residential.

LANCASTER—Supervisors will hold a public hearing 
tonight (May 23) on a proposed school budget of $15,832,191 
for the next fiscal year beginning July 1. The hearing will begin at 
7 p.m. in the county administration building in Lancaster.

As proposed, the budget total represents an increase of $247,191 
over the current year. The county’s portion totals $10,838,557, an 
increase of $420,001. 

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 28, at 
VMRC Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport 
News.

Public hearings on habitat applications are generally 
addressed during the morning session and fisheries hearings 
are set for noon.

The public hearing docket includes two oyster planting 
-

tion to lease up to 75 and 100 acres in the Chesapeake Bay near 
the mouth of Indian Creek. Both applications are protested by 
numerous residents.

A hearing is set at noon on amendments to oyster harvest-
ing regulations that would establish licensing requirements and 
user fees for any harvester, buyer or shucker of oysters from 
public grounds or a commercial aquaculture operation.  The 
fees, established by Sections 28.2-228 and 28.2-541 of the 
Code of Virginia, become effective July 1, 2013, and provide 
for an enhanced source of revenue for oyster replenishment. 
Current oyster tax systems would be repealed. 

The fee structure includes these oyster user fees: 

-

-
mac River, single place of business with one boat or motor 
vehicle for buying oysters, $50, and single place of business 
with multiple boats or vehicles for buying oysters, $100.

permit applications with no objections and staff recommenda-
tion for approval. Sanders plans to construct six floating con-
crete piers with associated gangways, finger piers, T-head plat-
forms and mooring piles to create 111 wet slips, construct a 
2,400-square-foot open-pile boat service platform and wharf, a 
360-square-foot upper platform, and a 2,400 square-foot-float-
ing sheltered boat service slip with an 8-foot wide by 144-foot 
long floating concrete pier.

Also proposed are a travel lift with two 100-foot-long travel 
lift piers, two tending piers totaling 118 linear feet with one 
288-square-foot platform, a 2,435-square-foot open-pile wharf  
and construct a 20-foot-wide by 70-foot-long replacement con-
crete boat ramp with an 8-foot-wide by 50-foot-long tending 
pier along the shoreline of Carters Creek in Lancaster County.

LANCASTER—Planning commission members last week 
voted unanimously to retain David Jones as chairman.

Nominating Jones, who has held the chairmanship for a 
number of years, member David Chupp joked it would be his 
“...25th term as chairman.” 

The vote was 5-0. Jones and Glendon Pinn did not attend the 
meeting. 

Robert Smart was re-elected to another term as vice chairman 
on a 4-0 vote, with Smart abstaining. Crystal Whay won unani-
mous approval as recording secretary.

In other business, members began discussing updates to Chap-
ter 7 of the county’s comprehensive plan. The chapter deals with 
land use and the economy.

The Agenda
Local Government News

The Rappahannock, the largest vessel operated by Omega Protein, breezes by passengers on 
the Fleeton.

Mark Fortune, assistant chief of the 
Rappahannock Tribe, christens the 
Rappahannock.

Visitors take a cruise aboard the 
Rappahannock.

Menhaden vessels christened
continued from page A1

David Jones Robert Smart

Planning commission
re-elects current leaders

by Audrey Thomasson

Graduation 
gift idea?

Rappahannock
Record
Online

435-1701, ext 16
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For the 9th consecutive year, 90 children from Lancaster County will 
start the 2013-2014 school year with confidence and pride in the form 

of a new school wardrobe and supplies. 

Studies show that students perform better academically when they are 
confident in their appearance.  PLEASE help us build that confidence by shopping as a 

volunteer partner, or making a monetary donation. 
$150 sponsor a child  • $125 clothe a child • $25 supply a filled backpack 

 
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS & DONORS THE PAST 9 YEARS!  YOU MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE IN THESE YOUNG LIVES! 
 

For information on all ways to help please contact  
Donna McGrath at 435.0223 or 

donna.mcgrath@peninsulaymca.org

NORTHERN NECK FAMILY YMCA 
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS SHOPPING EVENT 

Tuesday 8/20, Thursday 8/22, Friday 8/23

Our three new releases:
Chardonnay, Chambourcin & Vignoles

Join us Fridays 5-8 pm and enjoy 
complimentary snacks all summer.

 

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia

burkesjewelers.com 
804-435-1302

Sparkle and Shine with Pride

Sporting your New Summer 

Jewelry Treasures!

Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 

20% to 75% Off Storewide

Enjoy Spectacular Specials with Bay Bangles, 
Pandora, Nina Nguyen, TiSento Milano, 

Kameleon, Northern Neck Knot, 
Citizen and Reactor.

FINE JEWELERS

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported felony charges against 
one individual.

April C. Smith, 37, of Foxhill 
Drive was charged May 13 with 
issuing one felony and two mis-
demeanor bad checks.

Sheriff Crockett also noted the 
person charged with the manu-
facture of methamphetamine last 
January in the Lancaster County 
sheriff’s report was John Phillip 
George Jr., 59, and not John Phil-
lip George.
Activity report

May 13: Staff received a possi-
ble telephone fraud complaint from 
a Hidden Cove Drive resident and 
notified Northumberland authori-
ties about a domestic assault com-
plaint that occurred in the Browns 
Store area. Staff responded with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to an assault call on 
South Main Street (mental health 
emergency involved), to a land-
lord-tenant complaint involving 
an eviction on Chestnut Grove 
Lane, to a larceny complaint at 
a Lively area convenience store 
(complainant recovered the item 
and declined to prosecute), and to 
Woodbrook Drive to take a traffic 
crash report that occurred at Mary 
Ball and Merry Point roads (prop-
erty damage only), and received a 
walk-in complaint of ATVs tres-
passing in a field on Colinbrook 
Way.

May 14:  Staff responded 
with the White Stone Police 
Department (WSPD) to a traf-
fic stop with two subjects who 
could not be identified, to a dis-
turbance call on Pinckardsville 
Road, with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to the area of Indiantown 
Road on the request of a military 
bomb squad (military authori-
ties received a call from a subject 
wanting information on disarm-
ing six hand grenades in his pos-
session), and to a disturbance call 
on Woods Drive. Staff received a 
walk-in complaint about traffic 
speed in the Morattico area and 
a larceny complaint (pressure 
washer stolen from the area of St. 

complainant could not be con-
tacted to finalize the report). 

May 15:  Staff responded to 
a trespass complaint on Mohans 
Run (possible mental health issue 
involved), to the White Stone 
area on a motorist’s complaint of 
a drunk/reckless driver, and to a 
domestic assault (adult siblings) 
on Regina Road. Staff received 
a residential burglary report from 
Ocran Road (Sears Coldspot 
window air conditioner, 23,000 

Irvington Road resident about 
an abandoned baby deer in his 
garden (game warden contacted 
and advised that newborn deer are 
normally left alone by the mother 

-
sible, the newborn deer should be 

to do so carefully and take the 
animal to a wooded and sheltered 
area nearby for the mother to find), 
and a larceny report from a Black 
Stump Road resident (JP Sauers 

VSP with a DUI arrest on Clifton 
Landing Lane and investigated a 
suspicious vehicle and persons 
complaint on Wilson Lane. 

May 16:  Staff received a pos-
sible attempted fraud complaint 
from a Myers Creek Drive resi-
dent (complainant received an 
unsolicited call advising that her 
computer had a virus and she 
needed to grant the caller remote 

are warned not to follow such 
advice when the call is unsolic-
ited because giving such remote 
access will allow the unknown 
caller to glean personal and finan-

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 

assistance regarding the 
whereabouts of Travis 
Aaron Ball, 23.

He is described as a black 
male with brown eyes and 
black hair. He is 5 feet 11 
inches tall. Ball has tattoos 
on his left arm and right 
hand. He also is known by 
the name of Travis Aaron 
Merrill.

He is driving a 1999, 
white Cadillac with the 
license plate WYN2965. He 
is possibly in the Richmond 
area.

Ball also is wanted on 
assault warrants in Rich-
mond.

Report related informa-
tion to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 
Your information could lead 
to a reward up to $1,000.

Two die in the Rappahannock

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME
SOLVERS

cial data off of the computer and 
raid the victim’s bank accounts 
and create false identity and 
fraudulent accounts in the victim’s 
name). Staff received a motorist’s 
complaint of a bicyclist on the 
Norris Bridge (unless otherwise 
posted, bicyclists are permitted 
on bridges), a walk-in complaint 
of attempted internet fraud (sepa-

financial loss involved), and a 
walk-in report of credit/debit card 
fraud ($103 loss). Staff responded 
to an abandoned/trespass vehicle 
complaint on Oak Hill Road (no 
criminal incident involved), to a 
possible internet fraud complaint 
on Orchard Lane (property listing 

initiate financial discussion with 
complainant), to Lovers Lane on 
a disturbance call (student on the 
bus causing trouble, attempted to 
start a fight with children’s father 
when he was at the bus stop), to 
a third party report of a suicide 
threat on Black Stump Road, and 
to a juvenile behavioral complaint 
on Nuttsville Road. 

May 17:  Staff responded to a 
complaint of persons interfering 
with traffic while fishing from 
Windmill Point Road, to a domes-
tic disturbance on Washington 
Street, and to Buzzards Neck Road 
on a complaint of juveniles around 
a house and the homeowner 

and checked on the well-being of 
a Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made.

May 18:  Staff responded to an 
assault call on Johns Neck Road 
(warrant issued against Travis 
Aarib Ball for unauthorized use 

-

and received a check fraud report 
from a Red Wing Lane resident 
($350 loss).

May 19: Staff responded to 
an East Church Street resident’s 
complaint of persons between his 
home and the neighbor’s home 
at 2:45 a.m. (two juveniles taken 
into custody and transported 
to their homes), to a vandalism 
complaint on Windjammer Lane 

-
sition advised), and to a domestic 
disturbance on Reynolds Farm 
Road. Staff checked on the well-
being of a Merry Point Road resi-
dent at the request of a concerned 
citizen (unable to make contact 
with the subject) and attempted to 
locate a Leetown Road resident at 
the request of Essex authorities. 

May 20:  Staff attempted to 
locate an Ocran Road resident at 
the request of Stafford authorities 
(it was determined the subject had 

Stafford authorities were so noti-

vehicle complaint on Washington 
Street (subject was waiting for 
his girlfriend), and to Pond Park 
to assist a homeowner who was 
locked out of the house by an 
18-month-old child. Staff received 
a call from a disabled boater who 
advised he was off of the Bluff 
Point area and that he had con-
tacted Sea Tow for assistance, 
and a larceny report from a Beach 
Road property owner (Hayward 
Aqua Rite chlorine generator, 

Staff also conducted 15 traffic 
stops last week, issued six sum-
monses, assisted eight motorists, 
reported a deer strike, handled 
four calls for traffic control, inves-
tigated eight building alarms, pro-
cessed two mental health orders, 
logged seven inmate transports 
and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
fire alarm on Harris Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a fire alarm at Lan-
caster High School and a vehicle 
fire on Regina Road.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a lawn equipment/
brush fire on Townley Road, a 
dumpster/brush fire on James 
Cove Landing and a reflare call.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this 
week reported charges against 
five individuals.
Felonies

Travis Hatton, 25, of Lottsburg 
was charged May 15 with grand 
larceny and petit larceny.

Jason Southard, 34, of Reed-
ville was charged May 17 with 
grand larceny and breaking and 
entering.
Misdemeanors

A Wicomico Church man, 23, 
was charged May 14 with assault 

and battery.
A Wicomico Church man, 

23, was charged May 14 with 
threatening communications over 
the phone and was arrested by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Heathsville man, 33, was 
charged May 19 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and driving suspended.

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

TAPPAHANNOCK—Two men died 
and one man was rescued after their 
small boat capsized in the Rappahannock 
River near Tappahannock about 10 a.m. 
Saturday, reported Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) 
spokesman Lee Walker. All three men 
were from Ruther Glen.

According to law enforcement officials, 
three men in a 15-foot boat were anchored 
near Buoy 19 in Richmond County. The 
boat was anchored off the bow. There was 
an outgoing tide at the time and the wind 
was blowing upriver, causing rough seas. 
A wave crashed over the stern causing 
water to come into the boat. As the boat 
filled with water it capsized. 

Eric Lamont Freeman, 53, stayed with 

the boat and was rescued. Dive teams 
from the Virginia State Police and DGIF 
were involved in recovering the bodies of 
the two men who died, George Ellis Clai-
borne, 73, and Leonard Eugene Brook-
man, 58.

Walker said life jackets were onboard 
the boat but were not worn by the men. 

A good Samaritan noticed the capsized 
vessel in the Rappahannock River from 
his home and got under way aboard his 
boat to assist. Once he arrived on scene, 
he was able to rescue Freeman from the 
water.

Once the good Samaritan and Freeman 
arrived back at shore, they called 911 to 
report the missing two men. Shortly after-
wards, Freeman reportedly suffered a 

heart attack and was taken to a Richmond 
hospital and treated and released.

Sector Hampton Roads “watchstand-
ers” issued an urgent marine information 
broadcast, launched crews aboard two 
25-foot response boats from Coast Guard 
Station Milford Haven, diverted two Coast 
Guard Auxiliary boats and an aircraft and 
requested an MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter 
crew from Coast Guard Air Station Eliza-
beth City, N.C., to search. A fire depart-
ment boat crew from Lancaster County 
and divers with the Virginia Marine Police 
also assisted in the search. 

Virginia Marine Police divers located 
the bodies of the missing men near the 
capsized boat at about 3:30 p.m. Satur-
day.
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Thank You

IN THE CARE OF PEOPLE YOU KNOW.

www.vahs.com

“After my open heart surgery, I was in need of quality 
physical therapy. I’m a retired fishing boat captain in 
White Stone and it was very important that I be near my 
friends and family. The Lancashire Convalescent and 
Rehabilitation Center offered me not only excellent 
care, but also a fun-loving staff that joked with me 
and made my stay enjoyable. They got me back on 
my feet and I returned home quickly. The Lancashire 
was truly wonderful. Their rehab services are the best 
catch in the Northern Neck.”

- CAPTAIN MEREDITH ROBBINS
Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center

 

Visit The Arbors at Port Warwick, a retirement lifestyle community.

Memorial Day Sale | May 16–29

 SAVE UP TO

$400

SUN’S OUT 
SALE’S ON

GE® ENERGY STAR® 25.9 Cu. Ft. Side-By-
Side Refrigerator with Dispenser

$1199
GSHF6LGBWW

GE® 3.9 DOE cu. ft. stainless steel 
capacity washer

$499
GTWN4250DWS

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

17 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

www.noblett.com

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock’s 2013-14 budget of $2.9 
million with expenses of $2.6 
million passed a first reading 
Monday night and will give 
property owners a small break 
on town real estate taxes. The 
final budget vote will take place 
June 17.

Monday’s vote was 4-2, sup-
ported by vice mayor Emerson 
Gravatt and council members 
Mae Umphlett, Rebecca Nunn 
and Howard Straughan. Cast-
ing opposing votes were mem-
bers William Smith and Shawn 
Donahue. 

Introducing the budget, 
which takes affect July 1, town 
manager Tom Saunders said it 
includes an all cash purchase 
of the new town hall property 
at 1 North Main Street for  
$729,500, which will come 
from the town’s cash reserves. 
The sale is expected to close 
July 1.

“It doesn’t make sense to 
borrow at two or three percent” 
when the town has the available 
cash reserve which is earning 
even less in interest, he said.
Budget highlights

“The budget is little changed 
from last year with the excep-
tion of a drop off in revenue 
in real estate tax of $40,000,” 
Saunders reported. 

Kilmarnock’s real estate tax 
rate of $0.10 on $100 of assessed 
value was not adjusted to com-
pensate for lower assessed 
values, and will result in a tax 
savings of about 16% for most 
town property owners. 

Saunders also noted the 
budget is affected by a reduc-
tion in sales tax revenue due to a 
clerical error in the county trea-
surer’s office. Sales tax revenue 
will decrease some $58,000 as 
adjustments are made to reim-
burse the county for 31 months 
of overpayments. 

He also noted inclusion of 
a 3% salary increase for town 
employees.

Including general operations 

and utilities, the town anticipates 
$2,615,216 in expenditures next 
year and $2,934,462 in revenue, 
leaving a surplus of $319,246 
before capital spending.

The revenue estimate is down 
$93,373 from what is projected 
for the current year, mainly 
attributed to lower real estate 
assessments. Other collections 
are estimated to increase by 
$53,000.

Proposed expenditures are 
down $220,976 over the cur-
rent year, in large part due to 
the restructuring of utility debt, 
saving some $155,421. Other 
savings are expected from 
internal cost controls.
Capital projects

Capital improvement projects 
(CIP) totaling $1,105,000 are 
proposed, including $800,000 
for the new town hall, including 
building improvements, fur-
nishings and moving expenses. 

Other CIP projects include 
$105,000 for sewer and $70,000 

-
sion of the Technology Park, 
$15,000 for streets, $10,000 
for technology upgrades and 
$5,000 for parks.  

The net impact will result 
in a $785,755 draw from the 
town’s fund balance of $5.2 
million, leaving approximately 
$4.4 million in savings.

“CIP is a wish list of what 
we’d like to get done in the 
coming year,” Saunders 
explained. “But it can’t always 
be accomplished in a year.” 
Public discussion

During the public hearing, 
planning commission member 
Les Spivey said council should 
be generous with “the organiza-
tion that supports us more than 
any other—the (volunteer) fire 
department. It costs $70,000 a 
year to run the fire department. 
We need to put them at the top 
of the list for support.”

Spivey also suggested the 
town spend more money 
on economic development, 
suggesting the only way to 
increase the economic base is 
through marketing. “That takes 

KILMARNOCK—The town 
is taking the reins in stormwa-
ter management, and if all goes 
according to plan it will not 
result in new fees to residents.

Town planners last week 
were introduced to a watershed 
assessment report of Kilmar-
nock conducted by planning 
and zoning director Marshall 
Sebra, Friends of the Rappah-
annock, Lancaster County and 
the Center of Watershed Pro-
tection.

“What we’re doing is not 
related to the federally man-
dated regulation on storm water 
management,” Sebra explained. 
Those programs apply to new 
development and re-develop-
ment that creates land distur-
bances, he said.

“What we’re doing is being 
good stewards of the environ-
ment,” continued Sebra. “We’re 
setting the stage and creating a 
strong platform that will help 
the future. It’s nothing that the 
state has said we have to do.”

The plan is to forge partner-
ships with community groups 
to implement restoration on 
public and private lands, he said. 
This would involve installing 
underground cisterns in neigh-
borhoods and throughout the 
commercial district that would 
reduce pollution by capturing 
rainwater from roofs and hard 

surfaces and directing it into 
the ground or for use in water-
ing neighborhood gardens.

The $38,000 assessment 
report, paid for by the Chesa-
peake Stewardship Foundation 
and National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, found that because 
Kilmarnock is not subject to 
runoff from other jurisdic-
tions, the health of its streams 
is almost entirely dependent on 
activities and land uses within 
its boundaries, making town 
citizens responsible for their 
own destiny.

Sebra noted Kilmarnock’s 
three watersheds are Dymer 
Creek, the Eastern Branch of 
the Corrotoman and Indian 
Creek. He said there would be 
an engineering design process 
to determine the most effective 
locations for cisterns.

Planner Steve Bonner offered 
his business location as a test 
subject for the project.

“We’ll talk to business owners 
to see who is interested,” Sebra 
replied.

“It would be very nice if we 
can fund everything with grant 
money, but the town may have 
to pick up some of the costs,” 
Sebra said.       

The next step is to begin 
discussions on designs with 
Friends of the Rappahannock. 
“We could start the program as 
early as this summer, depend-
ing on funding,” said Sebra.

Town’s proposed $2.9 million budget passes first reading, 4-2
by Audrey Thomasson don’t believe in giving a three 

percent increase, but support 
the new town hall,” he said.

Booth claimed the budget 
also neglects to fund the most 
important services. “I asked for 
$20,000 for the fire department 
and $10,000 for the rescue 
squad.”
Emergency services

Nunn invited representatives 
of the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department to speak.

“Every year we have to come 
and beg for money,” said Tom 
Jones off KVFD. “It’s getting 
harder and harder to make ends 
meet. We don’t think we’re 
appreciated. Expenses are up 

for the carnival...for equip-
ment... a ladder truck costs $1 
million...We spend so much 
time trying to raise money we 
don’t have time for training.”

Benny Balderson of KVFD 
said it cost the department 
$8,000 to put out the fire on the 
town manager’s home, which 
burnt to the ground last month.

Several council members 
asked why they didn’t submit a 
request for funding.

Jones said they shouldn’t 
have to appear every year to 
request a donation. “Give us 
$20,000 with a five percent 
increase every year, the same 
as we’ve asked of supervisors,” 

he said.
Donahue reminded Jones 

the town contributed $43,000 
toward replacing the roof on 
the firehouse two years earlier. 
“You need to identify what you 
need, like the roof. It would 
help us,” he said.

 Booth disagreed. “We need 
to make an annual amount and 
increase it every year. Let’s just 
give them an amount council 
feels comfortable with and put 
it in the budget.”

No decision was made. How-
ever, Straughan said a contribu-
tion will be discussed during 
the June 5 finance committee 
meeting.

money...but I think the money 
will come back to us by bring-
ing businesses and people who 
will come live here.” 

Spivey also suggested the 
police department operate 24 
hours a day with at least two 
officers on duty.

Carol Fletcher asked the town 
to resume its support of the Kil-
marnock Museum, saying the 
organization has not received 
financial assistance from the 
town for the past two years. “We 
are the only museum around that 
is strictly volunteer,” she noted.

Nunn said the town is giving 
the museum $1,000 for the cur-
rent year, and is including the 
museum in the economic devel-
opment portion of the budget.   

Donahue expressed oppo-
sition to the employee pay 
increase because he noted most 
other people aren’t getting a pay 
increase in the bad economy. 
He suggested the three percent 
would be better used to support 
the fire department.

“More and more money will 
have to be set aside for the fire 
department as the town grows,” 
Donahue said. 

“If the town employees were 
overpaid, I’d agree with you,” 
said Gravatt. “I can’t believe 
you’d take it away from the 
employees.”

Donahue argued that revenue 
is down.

Nunn reminded him that at 
the end of the previous budget 
year the town still ended with 
a surplus. “If we have another 
$800,000 surplus it will pay for 
the new town hall,” Nunn said.

“We as town council should 
not be making any contribu-
tions” with taxpayer money, 
said Smith. “The rescue squad 
and fire department are differ-
ent because they offer a service. 
We need to do away with contri-
butions because we’re opening 
ourselves up to a can of worms” 
of many other organizations 
asking for money, he added.

After council’s vote on the 
first reading of the budget, 
Donahue asked how the town is 
funding the purchase of the new 
town hall.

Smith explained that coun-
cil voted to purchase it with 
cash reserves during the budget 
vote. 

“Are we comfortable with 
that?” Donahue asked.

“Well, four were comfortable 
and two were not,” said Smith.
Mayor comments

Mayor Raymond Booth made 
a statement opposing the budget. 
He cited several reasons includ-
ing CIP allocations that he said 
were not spent on such things 
as extending sidewalks while 
council made a contribution 
of $82,000 to Rappahannock 
Community College matching 
the county’s contribution. Yet, 
he noted, council neglected to 
spend $92,000 “on waterline 
extensions.”  

“Employees deserve the three 
percent. However, we can’t 
afford it,” Booth said. “Three 
percent may not seem like a lot, 
but it is compounded yearly, 
plus there are related salary 
costs such as retirement,” he 
said.

Smith said employees are the 
town’s number one asset. “I’m 
embarrassed that some people 

Cisterns, like these being installed by Earth Resources at a 
commercial property on South Main Street, are good for the 
environment because rain water is directed from roofs into 
the underground cisterns and used for watering gardens.   

Stormwater management
plan could water gardens

by Audrey Thomasson
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Now Open

Farrar ~ LeBaron
Antiques, Interiors & Accessories
Jewelry, Glassware, Shabby Chic, 

Linens, Hand Painted Furniture and more

Featuring Local Artisan David Hall’s Driftwood Designs

Regular Hours Open Fri. & Sat. 11-5 
(Memorial Day Weekend Open Fri. through Mon.)

32 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock

15% OFF* Lilian treated picnic table, chairs, gliders, swings, and tables
15% OFF* Leisure Collection poly chairs, swings, gliders, and chaise lounge.
10% OFF Leisure Collection furniture special orders
15% OFF* GrillZone gas grills, Hammocks and stands
20% OFF* Gift Department including flags and Blue Crab Bay snacks.
15% OFF* 3 gallon roses, hydrangea, azaleas, and flower annuals.

START Your Summer Celebrations with Lilian Lumber True Value

Memorial Day Weekend Sale

Rt. 360, Burgess 
Open Friday 7:30-5pm, 
Sat 8-4, Mon 7:30-2pm 

804-453-4911

* Discount applies to in stock regular priced merchandise. May 24, 25, 27.

Indoor Flea Market Show
  at the Expoland Building in Warsaw. 

(Formerly Warsaw Buy Rite)  

Must reserve your spot in 
advance for June 15-16.

For details call Jr. Kent 804-761-3945
      or emailwekentjr@gmail.com.

Visit our website at
 www.expolandshows.com

We’ll do the advertising, all you
have to do is reserve your table.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

On May 11, a miracle took 
place in Kilmarnock. Thirty 
women volunteers from Lan-
caster and Northumberland 
counties appeared in the pour-
ing rain to build a home on 
Wiggins Road. 

Future owner Jennifer 
Redmon also worked toward 
her required “sweat equity 
hours” to qualify for a Lan-
caster/Northumberland Habitat 
for Humanity (LNHFH) home. 

When Kim Verlander was 
asked what she was doing 
standing in the rain on a muddy 
construction site, she said val-
iantly, “Because it’s a Women 
Build!” 

The rain abated somewhat 
after 9 a.m. and the group cir-
cled up. Ernie Flynn, one of the 
Habitat mentors, led a devotion. 
The long distance award again 
was given to Deloris Norris’s 
daughters, Shantay Logan and 
Chandra Bolling, who came 
from out of state to work beside 
their mother. 

Several volunteers shared the 
award for most Women Builds 
attended, each being a veteran 
of five events: Joanne Berry, 
Debra Parker, Keyva Parker, 
Deidre Parker, Kantice Rice, 
Chardon Jones and LNHFH 
board president Nan Harvey 
Flynn. Robin DeLorge, who 
has worked with the volunteers 
from Lowe’s, traveled north to 
attend for her fourth build. 

Among the volunteers were 
several mother-daughter teams, 
most appropriate on this Moth-
er’s Day weekend. I felt privi-
leged to share the day with my 
mother, Virginia Henry. 

LNHFH was again fortunate 
to enjoy the support of Jinks 
Holton, former First Lady of 

Virginia and another record 
holder for the number of Jimmy 
Carter Work Projects in which 
she has participated. Former 
President Carter has been an 
international leader in promot-
ing Habitat’s role in building 
affordable housing. 

As the sun came out and the 
builders were able to shed their 
rain gear, the beginnings of a 
first floor began to take shape 
atop the foundation. Because 
LNHFH builds to EarthCraft 
energy efficiency standards, 
each house must be built using 
eco-friendly materials and pro-
cesses and meet stringent cri-
teria for energy performance 
and conservation. Every home 
is commissioned, field verified 
and pressure-tested to certify 
it as an EarthCraft house, rec-
ognizing that it will achieve a 
15% minimum energy savings 
over a code-built home. 

The women were organized 
into teams for the various tasks 
with guidance from volun-
teer mentors Scott Hommel, 
LNHFH building committee 
chair Duane Bushey, LNHFH 
vice president Dave Mower, 
Bruce Craig, and Bob Poole. 
Jinks Holton oversaw the paint-
ing crew.

The 2013 Women Build was 
sponsored by Virginia Wom-
en’s Center, LNHFH’s partner 
for the past four years. Forrest 
Henry Contractors provided 
lunch and Norm and Michele 
Faulkner donated drinks and 
ice. Kilmarnock Lettering 
printed the tee-shirts that were 
distributed to the participants.

At the end of the day, tired 
and hot, the women builders 
and future home owner had 
completed the first floor fram-
ing, leaving the site ready for 
the building inspector, who was 

 Summer hours
The Virginia Department of 

Transportation recently announced 
extended summer hours for the 
Merry Point and Sunny Bank fer-
ries, as part of a pilot program. The 
summer schedule will be in effect 
from Memorial Day weekend to 
Labor Day weekend, or May 25 
through September 2. At the con-
clusion of this trial period, VDOT 
will evaluate summer ridership on 
the ferries for future potential ser-
vice.

Hours for the Merry 
Point will be 7 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m.  Mondays through Fridays 
and  9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Satur-
days and Sundays. Hours for 
the Sunny Bank ferry will be  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mondays 
through Saturdays.

From left are (front row) Lynnie McCrobie, Keyva Parker, Bruce Craig, Duane Bushey, Jennifer 
Redmon, Ellie Davis, Tammy Crandall and Robin DeLorge; (next row) Kim Verlander, Linda 
Coye and Chardon Jones; (next row) Virginia Henry, Lauren Henry, Bob Poole, Joanne Berry, 
Scott Hommel, Linda Lloyd, Jinks Holton, Molly Gatchell, Faith Dermott, Dave Mower, Mentor, 
Deloris Norris, Chandra Bolling, Deidre Parker, Chantay Logan, Kantice Rice, Ernie Flynn, Joyce 
Pittman and Debra Parker.

30 report in the rain for ‘Women Build’
by Lauren Henry scheduled to visit early Monday 

morning. 
Lancaster/Northumberland 

Habitat for Humanity is an 
affiliate of Habitat for Human-
ity International, a global non-
profit Christian housing minis-
try which is the eleventh larg-
est homebuilder in the United 
States. LNHFH, founded in 
1996, is dedicated to eliminat-
ing substandard housing in 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties by providing safe, 
affordable, adequate housing to 
partner families at no profit and 
with no-interest mortgages.

To date LNHFH has built 15 
houses, using donated land and 
building materials and the help 
of volunteer workers. Our tithe 
to Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national has provided funds 
to construct over six houses 
around the world. 

Anyone interested in continu-
ing the good work of this year’s 
Women Build event can help 
with the regular builds from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Call 435-3461, visit 
LNhabitat.org or facebook.corn/
LtN.Habitat, or email Lauren 
Henry at lauren@lnhabitat.org.

Lauren Henry is volunteer 
coordinator for Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for 
Humanity.

 Home protection
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club Inc. near White 
Stone will conduct a National 
Rifle Association “Personal 
Protection in the Home” 
course May 30 and June 1. To 
enroll, contact John Henley at 
435-6550. 

Proof of shooting experience 
is required and successful com-
pletion of the NRA First Steps 
Pistol Course is acceptable as 
well as certain other certifi-
able experience. Additional 
information may be found at 
RPRClub.com.

 Load reduction
The Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) has 
lowered the posted weight limit 
on the Route 205 bridge over 
Mattox Creek in Westmoreland 
County. The decision was made 
based on the findings during a 
routine inspection.

 Beginning Thursday, May 
23, the bridge will be posted 
at 26 tons for single-axle 
vehicles such as cars, small 
trucks and SUVs and 35 tons 
for larger, multi-axle vehicles.  
The weight restriction does 
not apply to school buses and 
the majority of fire, rescue and 
emergency vehicles. 

NEWS BREAK

SUBSCRIBE

www.publicnoticeads.com
Another way newspapers are keeping you informed. Every day. 

Every day, decisions are made about how to spend
your tax dollars. Where is your money going?

You can find out by picking up your local newspaper
and reading public notices. Now, Virginia newspa-
pers are giving you another option to access many
public notices: your computer. 

Visit www.publicnoticeads.com and click on
Virginia to find an online version of public records
published by this newspaper and across the state. 

How do YOU stay informed?
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

A perfect garden is perhaps a contradic-
tion in terms, as nature has its own 

designs that we humans try to bring into 
conformity with our personal view of the 
Creator’s intent. Last Saturday my good wife 
and I came as close as possible to experienc-
ing the perfect garden here in the Northern 
Neck when we attended a memorial garden 
party in commemoration of the life of Kathy 
Dunton at her historic home, “Verville.”

There among the plants and landscap-
ing that she and her husband, Ammon, had 
developed since the late 1960s, the guests 
were able to visualize the many talents of 
this interesting lady who died there in her 
home this past March. Knowledge of her 
love of nature is widespread in our area due 
in part to the frequent openings of “Verville” 
for Historic Garden Week over the years, but 
Saturday’s gathering was different. 

This time the focus was on this lover of all 
things beautiful, be they plants, music, art, 
or literature. From its inception, the North-
ern Neck Orchestra could count on the Dun-
tons’ enthusiastic attendance at each of its 
concerts. Kathy would enjoy chatting with 
friends during the intermissions, always 
filled with appreciation for our being able to 

hear great music live in the Northern Neck. 
She was one of the orchestra’s most faithful 
patrons, ever delighting in its every piece.

Music was only one of her manifestations 
of elegance. She was genuinely talented in 
putting things together that reflected her 
broad educational background and insight-
ful understanding of a panoply of objects of 
beauty. She liked to speak of her garden, and 

thrived on seeing it mature over the decades 
of her stewardship. On Saturday the rain 
that had threatened held off, and the guests 
who assembled to remember Kathy had the 
opportunity to see her plantings in the full-
ness of their spring bursting with life, and 
to walk the “allee” of dogwood to the spot 
where her remains were laid to rest in a 
grove on a hilltop in close proximity to her 
sheep herd, the members of which have been 
the signature identity of “Verville” during 
the Dunton proprietorship. Previously, the 
house had been the home of the historically 
important Gordon and Currie families, until 
the Duntons arrived 45 years ago. 

Together they have enhanced its legacy, 
adding a wing that came from the old brick 
kitchen at “Glencairn” in Essex County, 
making a seamless bond in the brickwork 
now in its third century. The house sits on 
terraces sloping down to its lower plain that 
is planted in crops, the sheep residing in the 
upper field. 

Wonderful ancient stone steps lead down 
to the first terrace where Kathy developed a 
splendid rose garden that she enjoyed caring 
for herself. From its perspective one can 
look up to the manor house or farther down 

over the succeeding terraces. Adjoining the 
house itself is a small, enclosed garden with 
manicured trees and miniature parterres 
evocative of life in the 18th century. That 
space is reminiscent of the proverbial Eng-
lish garden, and could be a page from a book 
by the late Mark Bence-Jones.

On Saturday, Kathy’s gardens for the first 
time served their future purpose of keeping 
alive the memory of this lady who gave untir-
ingly of herself to numerous local causes and 
charities in the name of making the North-
ern Neck as great a place in our time as it 
was in the heyday of earlier centuries. For 
Kathy the garden was a bridge between the 
past and the present, tying the two worlds 
together, expressing beauty and elegance, 
manifesting the sublimity of nature.

The Chinese have a saying that perfection 
cannot exist, thus in a work of art, the crafts-
man will insert a flaw to express that reality. 
In gathering to remember Kathy by stroll-
ing through her beautiful handwork coupled 
with that of nature, I could find no Chinese 
flaw, for she was in life the ultimate perfec-
tionist.

Katharine Macwithey Dunton, April 12, 
1942 - March 3, 2013. R.I.P.

On Saturday, Kathy’s gardens 
for the first time served their 
future purpose of keeping alive 
the memory of this lady who 
gave untiringly of herself to 
numerous local causes and 
charities in the name of making 
the Northern Neck as great a 
place in our time as it was in 
the heyday of earlier centuries.

Focal Point

Jacob Wren is enrolled in an early childhood household 
chores training program.

Photo by Holly Wren

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Coming on the heels of a suc-
cessful legislative session, Del. 
Margaret Ransone will kick 
off her re-election campaign 
at noon Friday, May 24, at the 
Court House Green in Mon-
tross.

This event will be the official 
launch for Del. Ransone’s bid 
for a second term representing 
the 99th District.

“I’m proud of the great things 

we were able to accomplish for 
the 99th District this past legis-
lative session, but we still have 
more work to do,” said Ran-
sone.

“My campaign will continue 
our constituent outreach to 
ensure we’re doing everything 
we can to create jobs and utilize 
our natural resources, while pre-
serving the way of life that we 
all know and love,” she said.

Del. Ransone to launch
re-election campaign

Northern Neck Food bank chief exec-
utive officer Lance Barton will present 
“Nutrition and the Challenges of the 
Food Bank in the Northern Neck” at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 28, at the Ruritan 
Complex on White Chapel Road near 
Lively. 

The meeting, which is free and open to 
the public, is being arranged and hosted 
by the 99th District Tea Party, according 
to president Edgar Doleman.

Barton began volunteering at the 
White Stone Church of the Nazarene 
food pantry in 2003, and led that pantry 
until he founded the food bank in 2010.  
The food bank provides low- and no-

cost food and logistical support for food 
pantries in Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Westmoreland, Richmond and Middle-
sex counties.

The Northern Neck Food Bank also 
oversees an agriculture program enlist-
ing the help of area farmers to grow 
fresh produce for local distribution and 
large food banks throughout Eastern 
Virginia. 

In 2012, the Northern Neck region was 
one of the primary providers of “farm 
to food bank” produce in the Common-
wealth. 

Barton lives with his wife, Elisa, and 
their 3-year-old daughter, Claire, in 

Wicomico Church. 
Charitable food banks are an alterna-

tive to government-run food aid. Almost 
15% of the population— 47.8 million 
Americans—are on food stamps, said 
Doleman. The percentage of the work-
ing age population that is unemployed is 
the highest in the last 30 years.

With the government borrowing 
almost 40% of everything it spends, that 
level of government food dependency is 
very likely unsustainable, he said. 

The capabilities, challeges, and needs 
of charitable food banks are becoming 
an increasingly important issue to under-
stand and deal with, added Doleman.  

Tea Party to sponsor session on food bank

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter writer on the 
climate issue claimed my ear-
lier letter was “not factual.”

He states  “CO2 at almost 
400ppmv was last seen 2.5 to 
5 million years ago.” My claim 
of several hundred thousand 
years since co2 level was higher 
stands corrected. That digres-
sion has no relevance as evi-
dence that co2 increase causes 
global temperature increase.

He provides other informa-
tion on ancient sea levels and 
higher temperatures, none of 
which is relevant to the basic 
issue: does co2 increase cause 
global warming?  

He also noted an experiment 
adding  co2 to a closed chamber 
causes a temperature increase.  
However, our planet is not a 
closed chamber. Experiments 
within a controlled environ-
ment are not likely to replicate 
atmospheric activity. There 
are various climate feedbacks, 
some still not well understood, 
and climate also includes a 
chaotic component. 

Neither do I accept “appeals 
to authority.” It is the “author-
ity” which, in this debate, is in 
question.

His claim that my letter 
was “virtually all not factual,” 
implies he believes basically all 
of the following to be untrue:

variations followed similar 
temperature variations by hun-
dreds of years.

in the past 1.3 million years, 
average duration 90,000 years, 
each followed by an intergla-
cial period averaging 10,000 
years.

about 600ppmv by 2099.

ventilation can be at 1000 
ppmv, and  our submarine 
crews operate in co2 levels of 
3000 to 5000+ ppmv.

that lifeforms not unlike our 
own could survive in much 
higher co2 environments.

While co2 didn’t begin 
to increase until around the 
industrial revolution, our cur-
rent warming began about 
1630, some 200 years before 
the industrial revolution and 
co2 increase.  

The author attempted to 
refute my claim, that there 

More science is no evidence indicating 
co2 increase causes global 
temperature increase, by his 
“understanding of how elec-
tromagnetic radiation interact 
with matter.” Apart from this 
refutation having nothing to do 
with the science, or reality, any 
understanding, hypothesis, or 
theory which does not square 
with the data is in need of seri-
ous repair.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

I enjoyed the article “What 
about our economy? State, 
local leaders confer” in the 
April 11 Rappahannock 
Record.

The article summarizes per-
spectives advanced at a day-
long meeting at The Tides 
Inn. I hope the article has 
prompted meaningful conver-
sations regarding how best to 
improve the economic well-
being of area residents. As a 
psychologist, academic coach, 
and trainer, whose experience 
dates back “before the turn of 
the century,” I believe well-
intentioned people often help 
clients in a manner that pro-
motes dependency rather than 
growth; I know I have done 
so.

When I was newly licensed, 
I would often ask welfare-
dependent clients about their 
plan for getting back on their 
feet and how I might help 
them. Often, they viewed their 
dependency as temporary and 
regrettable, and they expressed 
gratitude for the assistance and 
a commitment to work toward 
self-sufficiency. We worked 
together in the development 
and implementation of a plan. 
We were sometimes success-
ful.

In more recent experience, I 
find many welfare-dependent 
clients hunkered down in a 
matrix of entitlements. They 
see therapists under duress—
fearing their access to other 
people’s money might be jeop-
ardized if they do not follow 
up as requested by their social 
worker, probation officer, some 
authoritative referral source.

Several years ago, I assisted 
a boy develop a plan for get-
ting a summer job to earn 
money to buy a computer. The 
week he was to begin work, he 

Too much help
might hurt

failed to keep an appointment, 
and I lost track of him.

When our paths later 
crossed, he said my colleague 
had obtained grant money to 
cover 80% of the computer’s 
cost, and she passed the hat 
at church to cover the remain-
ing 20%. He smiled and said 
he had decided not to take the 
job.

According to The Cato Insti-
tute, there are 126 federal anti-
poverty programs. We supple-
ment these programs locally in 
various ways. Perhaps, in our 
attempts to be helpful, we have 
lost our way, and we should 
discuss if we sometimes help 
too much and/or incorrectly.

Andrew J. Billups, PsyD
Kilmarnock

Executive Branch cover-up. 
First we have the Benghazi 
attack which the administra-
tion claimed was a spontane-
ous event.

Now, we know it was a 
well-planned terrorist attack 
and the administration knew it 
from the outset. They misled 
the public at every step and 
continue to do so. Not only 
did they falsify information, 
they took the cowardly step 
of blaming it on an American 
citizen.  

Next, the Internal Reve-
nue Service refused to grant 
legitimate tax exempt status 
to any group indicating non-
agreement with this adminis-
tration’s views. The president 
said he had no knowledge of 
the investigation and find-
ings until it came out in the 
media.

Let us not forget the finger 
pointing by the president at 
the Supreme Court Justices 
telling them they made a mis-
take in allowing contributions 
to these groups. Today, there 
is an admission that the Chief 
of Staff and the White House 
counsel knew of it weeks ago 
and we are to believe they 
didn’t tell him?

Finally, the most egregious 
event is the stifling of infor-
mation. The Department of 
Justice went after members 
of the media under the guise 
of national security. They 
obtained incoming and outgo-
ing phone records of numer-
ous reporters. With that infor-
mation they can match up 
who called. Next, they used 
the access cards of reporters 
to ascertain what offices they 
visited.

All of those who were vis-
ited by, received a call from 
or placed a call to report-
ers are now suspects, not in 
national security issues but 
as an “enemy” list. Now they 
have what they want, fear of 
reprisal and notice to whistle-
blowers, shut-up.

Shame on the media if they 
don’t demand a special pros-
ecutor be appointed to inves-
tigate all of these events to 
ascertain the truth and regain 
the public trust.

Al Hall,
Reedville 

Cover-up?

My senses tell me the outdoor 
grilling season has arrived. 

I hear the sizzle. I smell mari-
nated meat on the grates. One 
whiff and I can taste it. 

I see corn roasting in the 
husks, a hot blond and shapely 
grillmistress in an apron splat-
tered with sauce, and grease 
dripping from the trap.

Beef, poultry, seafood, pork or 
roadkill, everything tastes better 
cooked on the grill.

The best, however, is a big, fat, 
juicy hamburger.

May is National Hamburger 
Month.

Fire up the grill, slice a tomato 
and pass the mustard.

To help get you motivated, 
here is some burger trivia:

80% lean ratio is best for a juicy 
burger. The leaner the ground 
beef, the drier the burger.

good grilling.

the middle of the burger with 
your thumb, so the patty doesn’t 
ball up on you.  

and hot when the burger goes on.

If you use force to release it, the 
burger could fall apart or slip 
through the grate.

through the cooking time, three 
to four minutes per side. Flipping 
too soon could cause the patty to 
fall apart. And don’t smash the 
burger with a spatula. That siz-
zling you hear is the juice.

longer pink, or when it reaches 
160 degrees.

prefer American cheese on their 
burgers.

-
lion burgers a year, or about 
three per week per person.

oldest fast food franchise, as well 
as the first to serve a hamburger 
(in Wichita, Kan., in 1921). 
White Castle started National 
Hamburger Month in 1992 for 
marketing purposes.

Fame is in Seymour, Wis., 
home of the annual Hamburger 
Fest. They also claim the ham-
burger was invented by Charles 
Nagreen. According to local 
legend, he served the first burger 
in 1885 at the Outagamie County 
Fair. 

meat patty was introduced in 
Hamburg, Germany, in the 
1600s.

Beef Board and the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, 
the hamburger was invented 
by Fletcher Davis in his cafe in 
Athens, Texas, in the 1880s.

coined the phrase, “I’ll gladly 
pay you Tuesday for a hamburger 
today” in 1932.

Time’s wasting. Let’s get grill-
ing.
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The Board of Directors,  
Administration and Staff at RGH 

would like to recognize and  
sincerely thank all  

of the members  of the  
area Rescue Squads for  

the valuable services they  
provide to the community  

and our hospital! 
THANK YOU! 

In Honor of  
National Emergency  

Medical Services Week 
May 19-25, 2013 

Do you remember?
The Khedive Oriental Band from Norfolk performs at the sixth 
annual Kilmarnock Spring Festival Parade in April 1967. The 
festival was held to officially open the Texacos Softball season, 
said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn.  “Do 
you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum. 

YOUR
LETTERS

I would like to acknowledge 
Omega Protein and its man-
agement in Reedville for their 
contribution to the Virginia 
Oyster Replenishment effort.  

Omega allows the Virginia 
Marine Resources Com-
mission to stockpile oyster 
shells at, and orchestrate the 
oyster restoration work from 
their Fairport facility at no 
compensation. This permits 
shell plantings in the Great 
Wicomico, Tangier and Poco-
moke Sounds to be done for a 
fraction the cost of having to 
transport, by boat, the shells 
from sources on other areas of 
the Chesapeake Bay.

The oyster industry and the 
bay’s eco-system are currently 
enjoying the fruits of previous 
replenishment undertakings 
conducted out of the Omega 
location. 

In a time when it seems easy 
to criticize Omega, I think it is 
important to recognize one of 
the many contributions they 
make to the bay community, 
particularly one that is envi-
ronmental as well as eco-
nomic.  

Thomas E. Kellum,
W. Ellery Kellum, Inc.,

VMRC Shellfish Committee 
Member, Weems

Omega supports
oyster industry

A capacity crowd of local 
Democrats assembled for an 
evening of politics, good food 
and friendship May 13 at Wil-
laby’s near White Stone. 

The “Dining with Dems” 
featured speaker was Del. 
Charniele Herring, chairman 
of the Democratic Party of 
Virginia. 

She was introduced by 
Albert Pollard Jr., a colleague 
from their days of service 
in Virginia’s House of Del-
egates.

Herring was first elected 
to Virginia’s House of Del-
egates in 2009. Her election 
is historic, “because she is the 
first African American woman 
from Northern Virginia to be 
elected to the Virginia legis-
lature” said Lancaster County 

From left are Albert Pollard Jr., Charniele Herring and Jan 
Smith.

State chairman addresses
‘Dining with Dems’ crowd

*“Number one selling brand” is based on syndicated Irwin Broh Research as 
well as independent consumer research of 2009-2012 U.S. sales and market 
share data for the gasoline-powered handheld outdoor power equipment 
category combined sales to consumers and commercial landscapers.

STIHLdealers.com

CHAIN SAWS STARTING AT $17995 BLOWERS STARTING AT $14995 TRIMMERS STARTING AT $16995

A $1495 MAS-SRP 
Value.  

Free 1/2 lb. package 
of .080 Quiet Line™ 
with purchase of  

FS 40 C-E. Offer good 
through 6/2/13 at 

participating dealers 
while supplies last.

TRIMMER LINE
WITH FS 40 C-E 

PURCHASE

FREE

Lightweight, fuel-
efficient trimmer

FS 40 C-E 
TRIMMER

$16995

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO WINPRODUCT SWEEPSTAKES Details at STIHLdealers.com$100,000

Blower
Attachment

$9995

KM 56 RC-E KOMBIMOTOR

Create a custom lawn 
care system – buy the 
KombiMotor and the 
attachments you need

14 easy-to-switch 
attachments (sold 
separately) allow you 
to trim, edge, clean up, 
prune and more!

$20995
NOW JUST WAS $229.95 

MAS-SRP
Powerhead Only

WITH MAIL-IN REBATE
With purchase of KM 56 RC-E KOMBIMOTOR

Offer good through 6/2/13 at participating 
dealers while supplies last. See dealer for details.

SAVE $20
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GREAT TIME TO BUY

The Earth Store
544 North Main  |  Kilmarnock

804-577-4444

As Virginia, and the nation, wrestle with 
how and when to implement the Afford-

able Care Act (ACA), the Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic (NNFHC) continues to serve 
as a medical home for low-income residents 
in a five-county area. There are expectations 
for this role to grow even more critical in the 
future.

“The clinic has been serving the under-
served—those who fall through the health-care 
cracks—for 20 years now, and the need for our 
services is only expected to grow,” said execu-
tive director Jean Nelson. “Private companies, 
public entities, and public-private partnerships 
have made it clear that free clinics will be cru-
cial in providing care that otherwise won’t be 
accessible or available. A health safety-net still 
will be needed.”

The clinic has cared for 11,537 individuals 
and provided more than $60 million worth of 
health care since its beginning 20 years ago, 
she said.

According to operating board president 
Matt Vogel, MD, the ACA will not address all 
the needs and could create new ones. Private 
medical practices may not have the staff to 
care for the number of new Medicaid patients, 
and the insufficient reimbursement by Med-
icaid may make increased staffing unfeasible, 
he said.

“These new patients with Medicaid may 
have great difficulty finding a provider. Some 
patients will find it difficult to enroll into Med-

icaid due to the registration process.  Insurance 
exchanges will be too expensive for many. 
Dental care is minimally addressed in health 
care reform, and additional health-care gaps 
are expected to surface as reforms go into 
effect,” said Dr. Vogel.

Last year, the clinic provided more than $7.5 
million worth of medical, dental, and pharma-
ceutical care. With the help of 418 volunteers, 
every $1 in donations yielded $6.60 worth of 
services.

“We strive for quality care that is efficiently 
delivered, and is what thousands of our neigh-
bors have relied on, and will rely on in the 
future,” said Dr. Vogel. “Nevertheless, miscon-
ceptions about health-care reform replacing 
the need for free clinics persist. These inac-
curate understandings make fund-raising even 
more challenging. We are needed now, and will 
be needed after the ACA is fully implemented. 
We need and appreciate our community’s con-
tinued support.

“We really need individuals, businesses, 
churches, and the community to step up as 
much as possible. Our services are needed 
now, through the health-care reform transition, 
and after. The Northern Neck Free Clinic’s role 
is dynamic; it will change as it has over the 
last 20 years. We will be there for our patients’ 
medical needs in the future,” said Dr. Vogel.

Donations may be sent to the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic at P.O. Box 1694, Kilmar-
nock, VA 22482.

FYI
River Market

Baby-Back Ribs 2/$20
White Stone

435-1725

Free Health Clinic issues 
plea for fiscal donations

Democratic Party chairman 
Jan Smith.  “Del. Herring’s 
advocacy for children and 
social issues is long standing, 
with roots in her own experi-
ence with homelessness as a 
child.”  

Graduation 
gift idea?

Rappahannock
Record
Online

435-1701, ext 16
RRecord.com
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LEARN TO SAIL

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon 

Places to go and things 

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

Classic cars rolling into Mathews

SUPER SWEET LOCAL 
STRAWBERRIES

Great selection and variety of fruits &  
veggies for your holiday weekend

Jams & Pickles
Local Honey & Eggs

Happy Memorial Day!

FRESH. LOCAL. PRODUCE.

Spring Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 9–5, Sat. 9–4

15873 General Puller Highway • Deltaville, Va.
(804) 776-7554

SUPER SWEET LOCAL

18679 Eltham Road, West Point

MEDLIN FORD

2013 F-150

Disclaimer: 0% APR for 60 months available on 2013 Escape, 2013 F-150 and 2013 Taurus through Ford Motor Credit 
with approved application. Not all buyers will qualify. 2013 F-150 offer includes $1,000 trade assistance bonus cash for 
1995 and newer trade ins. Offer excludes STX model. Residency restrictions will apply. See dealer for details. Sale ends 
5/31/13. All offers are on in stock inventory and delivery must be taken by 5/31/13.

FREDERICKSBURG—
Commonwealth Transportation 
Board member Cord A. Sterling 
recently announced nearly $448 
million in transportation proj-
ects are funded in the 14-county 
Fredericksburg District over the 
next six years, included in the 
working draft of the Six-Year 
Improvement Program for fiscal 
years 2014-19.

This program represents an 
additional $268 million for area 
roads than the existing Six-Year 
Improvement Program, result-
ing from the transportation plan 
proposed by Gov. Bob McDon-
nell and passed by the Virginia 
General Assembly.

Virginia’s draft Six-Year 
Improvement Program, which 
funds highway, bridge, transit, 
bicycle and pedestrian proj-
ects, was released to the public 
on May 15. It is posted online 
at virginiaDOT.org. Common-
wealth Transportation Board 
members will seek public input 
and make appropriate changes 
before voting on the final Six-
Year Improvement Program in 
June. The new program will go 
into effect on July 1, 2013.

“Thanks to the leadership of 
Governor McDonnell, the future 
of transportation in the Fred-
ericksburg region means less 
congestion, smoother roads with 
fewer potholes and new highway 
capacity and bridges to deliver 
people where they need to go,” 
said Sterling.

Northern Neck  highlights 
include:

Route 360 in Northumberland 
and Richmond counties as well 
as numerous secondary and sub-
division streets.

at Northumberland Highway and 
Academic Lane in Northumber-
land County.

This project will add left and 
right turn lanes on Northumber-
land Highway in Northumber-
land County at Academic Lane, 
which is an intersection that 
serves multiple public schools. 
The addition of turn lanes would 
reduce congestion and improve 
safety, as multiple crashes have 
occurred recently at the site, 
resulting in injuries.

Public hearings on the draft 
Six-Year Improvement Program 
for FY 2014-19 are being held 
statewide in May and June.

For the Fredericksburg Dis-
trict, a hearing will be held at 
6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 28, in 
the VDOT Central Office Audi-

District-wide highway 
improvement plan released

torium, 1201 E. Broad Street, 
Richmond, VA 23219.

Comments may also be sub-
mitted by mail or e-mail to 
Public Information Office, Vir-
ginia Department of Rail and 
Public Transportation, 600 E. 
Main St., Suite 2102, Rich-
mond, VA 23219, drptpr@drpt.

Director, Virginia Department of 
Transportation, 1401 E. Broad 
St., Richmond, VA 23219, or 
six-yearprogam@vdot.virginia.
gov.

Colorful umbrellas matched colorful flowers on the Just 
Gardens tour last Saturday. Rain showers didn’t keep visitors 
from touring five gardens in upper Lancaster County as a 
fundraiser to benefit The Haven Shelter and Services. To view 
more photos of the tour, go to RRecord.com. 

Photos by
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Water droplets from a 
morning shower glisten on an 
iris. 

Carol Jacobsen (right) welcomes visitors to her garden. 

Patsy and Bill Tutt incorporated several sitting areas into their 
expansive garden in Lancaster. 

A large pond with fish and flowers greets visitors to Laurel 
Cove, owned by Aleta Hoffman. 

Spring
colors

brighten 
garden

tour
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