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Conley honored
by Lancaster board
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The board of supervisors last week recognized Weston F.
Conley Jr. for a lifetime of dedication
and service to the community.
Supervisors honored him with a
resolution and accepted “with deep
regret” his resignation from the Lancaster County Economic Development
Authority (EDA), a position he held
since 1997.
A resident of Morattico, Conley was
serving as chairman of the EDA when he
resigned for health reasons.
Reading from the resolution, county
administrator Frank Pleva noted “Mr.
Conley’s professional life as one of leadership in the many organizations in which
he was involved, including the Virginia
Seafood Council, Shellﬁsh Institute of
North America, Smith Seafood in Reedville, Rappahannock Seafood in Kilmarnock, founding member of Virginia
Marine Products Commission, Board of
Directors of Bank of Lancaster, founding board member of Bay Banks and
YMCA of Kilmarnock.”
The resolution also cited civic orgaEdgehill, a clapboard and brick house built in 1832 by William Hopkins Harding, was a popular spot for sweeping
views of the Great Wicomico River on the Garden Club of the Northern Neck’s “Great Wicomico River Vistas” nizations in which Conley has taken an
tour last week. The local tour was held in conjunction with the Garden Club of Virginia’s 80th Historic Garden active role including the EDA, Northern
Neck/Chesapeake Bay Region PartWeek. A slideshow may be viewed at RRecord.com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson
nership, Lancaster Sheriff’s Advisory
Committee, Morattico Museum and the

Weston Conley

Upper Lancaster Ruritan Club, where he
recently received acclaim for 50 years of
perfect attendance. In addition, Conley is
an active member of Emmanuel United
Methodist Church in Morattico where he
served as chairman of the administrative
council.
“The Lancaster Board of Supervisors
hopes Mr. Conley’s dedication to public
service serves as an example to other
citizens of Lancaster County to work
for the improvement of our close-knit,
friendly community,” Pleva read.

Spring stroll:
Supervisors extend
‘Great Wicomico River Vistas’ operating hours for
S
hospital’s new parcel

ome 750 to 800 folks attended the “Great Wicomico
River Vistas” tour Wednesday, April 24, sponsored by
the Garden Club of Virginia and the Garden Club of the
Northern Neck, according to co-chairmen Faith Kauders
and Marguerite Slaughter.
The tour was one of many offered throughout the
Commonwealth in recognition of the 80th Historic
Garden Week.
Homes on the local tour included Eagle Point Farm,
at 1067 Eagle Point Road, owned by Mr. and Mrs. John

Mullenholz; Edgehill, at 120 River Hill Road, owned by
Mr. and Mrs. Mick Wiggins; Athena House, at 474 Edge
Hill Farm Road, owned by Dr. A. Jacox and Dr. C. Spengler; Cockrell House, at 583 Wicomico Drive, owned by
Mr. and Mrs. T. Randolph Cockrell Jr.; and Sunset On
the Wicomico, at 2046 Whay’s Creek Road, owned by
Mr. and Mrs. Carter Fox.
Wicomico Parish Church, at 5191 Jessie Ball DuPont
Memorial Highway in Wicomico Church, served as the
information center for the tour.

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Despite public support for unlimited hours, supervisors
again placed limits on the hours of operation under a permit granted to Chesapeake Hospital Corporation (CHC) for
the former Family Maternity Center
parcel.
After receiving approval last month
to operate 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., CHC, holding company for Rappahannock General
Hospital (RGH) and contract purchaser
of the abandoned facility, was back
before supervisors seeking to extend the
hours.
Following a hearing and related discussion, District 2 supervisor Ernest
Palin made a motion to alter the hours of
operation to 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. The motion
allowed for modiﬁcations for anyone
already receiving treatment and allowed
Tour participants learn Edgehill was moved 350 feet closer to the river in the hospital to come back for further
2001. While the basement kitchen had to be replaced as part of the move, modiﬁcations if the hours don’t accomthe new kitchen’s brick ﬂoor was made from the original foundation. Photo modate future business use of the facilby Audrey Thomasson
ity. The measure passed, 5-0.
While RGH president Jim Holmes
A ﬁshbowl arrangement adorned An unusual arrangement of ﬂowers
asked for unlimited hours to accomthe countertop in the kitchen at and greenery stood over 6 feet tall
modate the potential of either a dialysis
The Cockrell House in Wicomico in the picture window at Athena
or urgent care facility, Palin and board
Church. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi House. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
chairman Butch Jenkins wanted limits
set because the area is zoned residential.

“I’m uneasy with leaving it wide
open. I’d be willing to extend two hours
on each end,” said Palin.
“I’m willing to expand the hours past
9 p.m.” for patients already in the facility receiving care, “but I’m not willing
to expand for a new appointment after 9
p.m.,” said Jenkins.
Ella Davis noted she lives on Route
3 near the facility. “Route 3 is already
busy all night,” she said. Davis stressed
the need to attract health services to the
area instead of residents having to travel
to Richmond, however.
“Give them the beneﬁt of the doubt
and give them what they need,” said
Lloyd Hill of Weems.
“The hospital is one of our greatest
assets,” said District 3 supervisor Jason
Bellows. “We should do whatever we
can to help them.”
George Bott of Lancaster questioned
whether a dialysis facility could go on
the property. Noting that his wife is
a licensed dialysis nurse and he is in
the septic system business, he said a
dialysis facility cannot be on a septic
system.
“Unless they do something with the
septic system they won’t get a dialysis
center in that place...That’s why they
locate in towns,” said Bott.

Secondary road construction budget
includes funds to complete two projects
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Virginia Department of Transportation resident administrator David Brown told supervisors
last week the ﬁscal year 2014 budget for
the secondary road system in Lancaster
will be $33,613.
The budget covers new construction
and improvements and does not include
maintenance projects.
The 2014 budget will be allocated

Visitors begin their tour of Athena House in the foyer. The house was one
of ﬁve on the “Great Wicomico River Vistas” tour. Photo by Lisa HintonValdrighi

Business ............... C5-8
Calendar ...................B2
6

56525 10491

6

Churches .............. B6-8
Classiﬁed ............. D1-8

Directory ................D5
Notices ................ D2-4

Obituaries ................B7
Opinion ................A6-8

to complete hard surfacing projects on
Riverview Road and Hadlea Drive.
New projects include preparation
work on Squires Road and Whites
Lane, projected for future hard surfacing.
Brown said recent transportation legislation in the General Assembly will
bring incremental increases in the budget
beginning in 2017, when $94,081 can be
expected, through 2019 when $122,405
would be allocated.
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Local Government News
WHITE STONE—The town
council will hear the ﬁrst reading of White Stone’s ﬁscal year
2014 budget and take comments during a public hearing
at 7 p.m. tonight (May 2) in the
town ofﬁce on Rappahannock
Drive.
Council has held one work
session on the proposed
$135,726
budget,
which
includes an increase in all
cost centers except for public
safety. Public safety costs will
decrease by $19,166, according to town manager Patrick
Frere.
Along with the public hearing and budget discussions,
council also will hear reports
from committee chairmen and
the police chief.
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From left are Ted Munns, Jane Peterson, Alice Cooper, Susan Christopher and Earline Walker
at the presentation of The Flora of Virginia to the Northumberland Public Library.

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex
County; $37 per year elsewhere.
Single copy: $.75.

KILMARNOCK—The
Lancaster school board
will meet at 10 a.m. May 3,
in a special closed session to
discuss student and personnel
matters.
The meeting will be held
in the conference room at the
author of the Flora, executive director of the school board ofﬁce on IrvingFlora Project, and chief biologist with the Vir- ton Road.
ginia Natural Heritage Program. “We could not
have produced the Flora without them, and it is a
LANCASTER—The board
great gift for institutions.”
of supervisors will hold its
The VNPS has dedicated three annual fund second workshop on the ﬁscal
drives to the Flora Project, and chapters and year 2014 budget Wednesday,
members have given repeatedly to support its May 8.
work, Ludwig added. The other co-authors are
The workshop will begin at
Alan Weakley, a professor of biology at the Uni- 4:30 p.m. in the board meeting
versity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and cura- room of the county administrator of its Herbarium, and John Townsend, staff tion building in Lancaster.
botanist with the Natural Heritage Program.
The mission of the VNPS is to promote the
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
conservation of Virginia’s native plants and habi- Northumberland supertats. There are 13 chapters across the state. Its visors will conduct a public
headquarters are at the Blandy Experimental hearing on a proposed $16.9
Farm and State Arboretum of Virginia, one of its million school budget Thursofﬁcial partners.
day, May 9, in the courts
Other partners are the Flora Project and the building at 39 Judicial Place
Virginia Department of Conservation and Rec- in Heathsville. The board will
reation Division of Natural Heritage. The Natu- convene at 5 p.m. to conduct
ral Heritage Program, the Virginia Academy of monthly business. Hearings
Science, the Virginia Botanical Associates and are set for 7 p.m.
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden also are partners
As proposed, the school
of the Flora Project.
budget, effective July 1, 2013,

Flora of Virginia manual donated
to Northumberland Public Library

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association
Printed on recycled paper.

T

he Flora of Virginia can be found in the Northumberland Public Library, thanks to a gift
from the Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia
Native Plant Society (VNPS) to library director
Alice Cooper.
Published in November, it is the ﬁrst reference
manual on Virginia’s plants since 1762, according to the VNPS.
“The ﬁrst step in conserving Virginia’s native
plants is identifying them,” said chapter president Ted Munns. “That’s what the Flora was
designed to do. It will be a tremendously useful
tool for gardeners, naturalists, teachers, students
and other plant enthusiasts.”
The manual is almost 1,600 pages long and
describes 3,164 species of plants native to or
naturalized in Virginia. It includes stepwise keys
for identifying plants, and 1,400 species are
illustrated with original drawings to aid in identiﬁcation. Special chapters highlight the history of
botanical exploration in Virginia and the diverse
ecology and plant life in the Commonwealth. It
also describes 50 botanizing hotspots across the
state.
“We are so pleased that the VNPS decided to
support this project,” said Chris Ludwig, a co-

All items submitted for publication are
subject to inclusion in digital or other
electronic formats for use in other
Rappahannock Record products.
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Production:

through June 30, 2014, totals
$16,905,283 and represents
an increase of $1,452,002
over the 2012-13 total of
$15,453,281.
Projected revenues include
state sales tax receipts of
$1,412,643, up $40,900; other
state funds of $2,213,483,
up $78,694; federal funds of
$826,026, up $66,890; county
funds of $12,354.081, up
$1,230,518; and other funds
of $99,050, up $26,000.
Estimated
expenditures
include $11,824,451 for
instruction, up $629,057;
$820,724
administration
and health, up $41,573;
$1,182,354 for pupil transportation,
up
$79,153;
$1,546,694 for operation and
maintenance, up $64,357;
$660,000 for facilities, up
$613,000; $393,480 for debt
service, down $35,717; and
$477,580 for technology, up
$60,579.
Land use hearings will
address amendments to the
county zoning ordinance, the
result of a complete review
and rewrite. The changes are
proposed in deﬁnitions, permitted and conditional uses,
lighting, signs and removal of
special exception uses.
Amendments also are proposed for the Chesapeake Bay
Preservation Area Ordinance,
replacing the word “use” with
“structure;” and establishing
administrative approval of
modiﬁcations within the seaward 50-foot resource protection area, when such modiﬁctions are less than or equal
too the existing footprint.
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River Market

Homemade Soups
Buy one get one
White Stone s 435-1725

‘Adopt a Senior’ program seeks participants
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H E AT H S V I L L E — M ay
is Adult Protective Services
Month. In observation of this
special awareness designation,
the Northumberland Department
of Social Services will promote
“Adopt a Senior.”
“We are calling on the community to help with this project because we have so many
elderly clients in Northumberland County who are living on
ﬁxed incomes and receive very
little social contact,” said Dawn
Neale.
The department is asking folks
to contact the ofﬁce to adopt a
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senior. The project is similar to
one they do at Christmas for families with children, said Neale.
They are looking for folks
who may visit with the seniors,
take them a meal, or purchase
some food or special treat for
them, she said. This is an effort
for the community to volunteer
to spread kindness to one another
and also a great opportunity to
demonstrate how much a small
show of kindness can make a big
difference in someone’s life.
Families, or groups interested
in adopting a senior, may call
Northumberland Department of
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Social Services at 580-3477.
Neale also noted that any senior
citizens who would like to participate in the program may contact
the ofﬁce for a form to complete
and return.
“You are such a vital part of
this community, and we want to
bring much needed awareness to
the seniors of Northumberland
County,” said Neale. “We will be

NEWS BREAK

asking the community to volunteer to provide kindness to you
either through a visit, bringing
a bag of groceries, or providing
some other act of kindness.”
She also noted the department
can’t guarantee sponsorship and
that any agreement and details of
the project are between the senior
citizen and the volunteer.
“We have gotten a lot of names
back from the elderly and are
in need of sponsors.” added
Neale. “This is a great way for
parents to take their children to
show kindness to others.”

N Sea temperatures
Sea surface temperatures
in the Northeast Shelf Large
Marine Ecosystem during
2012 were the highest recorded
in 150 years, according to the
latest Ecosystem Advisory
issued by NOAA’s Northeast
Fisheries Science Center.
The high sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are the latest in
a trend of above average temperature seen during the spring
and summer seasons, and part
of a pattern of elevated temperatures occurring in the Northwest Atlantic, but not seen
elsewhere in the ocean basin
over the past century.
Temperature is also affecting
distributions of ﬁsh and shellﬁsh on the Northeast Shelf. The
advisory reports on conditions
in the second half of 2012.

TIFFANY YACHTS

3RD ANNUAL BOAT SHOW
Saturday, May 18th - 9 am-5 pm

1987 23’ Correct Craft $17K

2002 27’ Skagit Orca $65K

PLUS MORE!

(804) 453-3464
2545 Jessie Dupont
Memorial Hwy., burgess

Visit our website for more details:
3HOP ,OCAL s WWWTIFFANYYACHTSCOM

May 1 - May 25

Name:_________________________________________________________________
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City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________
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John Latell
Solo Exhibit
Reception May 3, 5-7pm
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RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

RAL is a proud afﬁliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
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New laws
will affect
moped
operators
RICHMOND—Beginning
July 1, Virginia law requires
every moped driver to carry
a government-issued photo
ID (does not have to be a
driver’s license) and every
driver and passenger must
wear a helmet while riding a
moped.
Drivers must also wear a
face shield, safety glasses
or goggles unless the moped
has a windshield, according
to Sunni Brown of the Virginia Department of Motor
Vehicles.
Virginia law also requires
mopeds operated on Virginia
roadways to be titled and
registered by July 1, 2014,
said Brown. Moped owners
can jump start the process
this summer. DMV will
begin titling and registering
mopeds July 1. A moped title
is $10. The annual registration fee is $20.25.
At the request of the General Assembly, DMV established an ongoing work
group to study a number of
non-conventional
vehicles
including mopeds. According to the study, the number
of mopeds on Virginia roads
has increased significantly
as a result of the rising cost
of gas, along with the affordability and availability of
mopeds, she said.
With the increased number
of mopeds sharing the roads,
there has been an increase
in the number of concerns
expressed from the public,
law-enforcement, and traffic
safety advocates regarding
the proper use of mopeds,
their safety on the roads, and
the existing laws surrounding the operation of mopeds
on public streets, continued
Brown.
Requiring titling and registration of mopeds will
allow law enforcement to
better track mopeds that are
stolen and/or used in the
commission of crimes and
would allow them to more
effectively deal with moped
crashes.
Statistics show that over
the past five years, there have
been 2,062 crashes involving
mopeds. Thirty-one of those
crashes resulted in fatalities,
and nearly all of the crashes
(1,967) resulted in injuries.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER—A
man
found not guilty in a murder
case but facing other charges
was released last week on a
$5,000 secured bond.
Circuit Court Judge Harry
Taliaffero III released Karlide Anthony Harding Jr., 21,
to the custodial care of his
father, Karlide Harding Sr.
of Gunther Lane in Weems.
Harding was found not
guilty April 16 of the July
2011 murder of Joseph
Maurice Waller during an
argument at a yard party on

Sandra L. Cahill, 49, of Culpeper was charged
April 22 with failing to appear in the Northumberland County General District Court.

Felonies

Misdemeanors

Brian K. Dawson, 40, of Shady Lane was
charged April 24 on two Chesterﬁeld County
warrants with felony probation violation.
Eric L. George, 31, of Fox Den Road was
charged April 26 with four counts of felony
probation violation.

A Weems man, 38, was charged April 12
with stalking. He was arrested by the Lancaster
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Heathsville man, 32, was charged April 19
with petit larceny.
A Cobbs Creek woman, 25, was charged April
19 with failure to appear in the Northumberland
County General District Court. The Mathews
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce made the arrest.
A Farnham man, 21, was charged April 22
with failing to appear in the Northumberland
County General District Court.
A Lancaster man, 27, was charged April 23
with failing to appear in the Northumberland
County Circuit Court.
A Lottsburg woman, 31, was charged April
23 with damaging property.
A Callao woman, 38, was charged April 25
with failing to appear in the Richmond County
General District Court.
A Callao man, 38, was charged April 26 with
issuing a bad check. This was an Essex County
warrant.
A Reedville man, 62, was charged April 26
with failing to appear in the Richmond County
General District Court.
A Sneads Ferry, N.C., man, 48, was charged
April 28 with four counts of abandoning dogs
and four counts of depriving animals of food
and water.

Misdemeanors

Victims have rights
Malaika Albrecht, an advocate for victims of sexual violence,
addresses guests at a program at Rappahannock Community
College Center in Kilmarnock last Saturday. The event was
held in recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.
Other speakers included Sarah Hess of the Virginia Beach
chapter of Parents of Murdered Children and Ruth Micklem of
The Haven Shelter and Services. 0HOTO BY ,ISA (INTON 6ALDRIGHI

Dispose of hazardous and
electronics waste May 18
WARSAW—On May 18,
Lancaster and Northumberland Counties will hold their
annual hazardous and electronics waste collections.
Residents should plan to
drop off materials as specified at the sites and times
listed below for each county,
said Northern Neck Soil &
Water Conservation District
education/public relations
specialist Faye Andrashko.
Lancaster collections will
be held from 7:30 to 11 a.m.
at the refuse center on White
Pine Drive near Kilmarnock,
said Andrashko. Northumberland collections will be
held from 1 to 4:30 p.m. at
the refuse center at 11705
Northumberland Highway in
Horsehead.
In both counties, the first
50 pounds of household
waste are accepted free for
each resident; overages will
be assessed at $1.05 per
pound, she said.
The electronics collection
at the Lancaster and Northumberland County sites
are for respective county
residents only. Household
appliances such as refrigerators, freezers, microwaves,
stoves will not be collected.
The following listed electronic items will be accepted
without charge.
s #OMPUTERS #05S AND
laptops, mainframes, peripherals.
s -ONITORS #24S AND FLAT
screens.
s 4ELEPHONES CELL PHONES
and telephone systems.
s &AX MACHINES
s 0RINTERS AND COPIERS
s 4ELEVISIONS

s "ANKING AND FINANCIAL
equipment.
s 2ECHARGEABLE BATTERIES
s %LECTRONIC CIRCUIT BOARDS
and components.
s 3TEREO EQUIPMENT GAMES
PDAs.
Hazardous waste materials that will be accepted
include spent fluorescent
bulbs (including compacts),
unwanted pesticides, antifreeze, NiCad, NiMH and
other rechargeable batteries,
cleaners, non-latex paint/
stains,
old/contaminated
fuels and household chemicals.
Items that won’t be
accepted include tires, car
batteries, radioactives, medical waste or prescription
medications, smoke detectors, ammo/related explosives, latex paint― not considered hazardous but should
be dried out prior to disposal
with household trash.
Staff of Northern Neck
Soil & Water Conservation
District and Lancaster/Northumberland Virginia Cooperative Extension will assist
the counties in the collections. Those with questions
on these collections may
call the Northern Neck Soil
& Water Conservation District at 333-3525, ext. 102,
or Lancaster/Northumberland Extension Offices at
462-5780 or 580-5694.
Fall collections for Lancaster and Northumberland
Counties will be held September 21. Additionally,
Richmond and Westmoreland counties will hold their
hazardous waste collections
September 14.

Harding released on a $5,000 bond
by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett this week reported charges against
eight individuals.

A Waverly Avenue man, 22, was charged
April 15 with assault and battery.
A Kinsale man, 23, was charged April 18
with domestic assault and battery.
A School Street woman, 19, was charged
April 18 with assault and battery.
A Mosquito Point Road man, 42, was charged
April 19 in Gloucester County court with
making an annoying/obscene telephone call.
A King Carter Drive man, 47, was charged
April 22 with contempt of court.
A Lara Road man, 20, was charged April 23
with maiming or killing a domestic animal.
Northumberland
County
Sheriff
Charles A.Wilkins this week reported charges
against 12 individuals.

Felonies
Chlarissa Mary Cox, 31, of Lancaster was
charged April 18 with failing to stop for a police
ofﬁcer, escaping conﬁnement, assault and battery of a police ofﬁcer, driving suspended and
obstruction of justice.
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Commonwealth - Kilmarnock is in need of Certiﬁed Nursing Aides &
Registered Medication Aides to provide exceptional resident care. Must
have passion for seniors. Please apply in person to
460 S. Main Street, Kilmarnock
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Mother and Child

A celebration of life. A symbol of love.


FINE JEWELERS

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1302 burkesjewelers.com

Attorney Kenny Konkle did
not object.
Under terms of the release,
the judge ordered Harding
to remain alcohol and drug
free and subject to screening, respond within 15-minutes to phone calls from
law enforcement authorities
and have no contact with
the victim in the abduction
matter or Walt Taylor, who
testified against him at the
murder trial. Harding was
told not to leave the state,
but is allowed to travel to
his attorney’s office in Richmond.

Irvington Road. He still faces
charges of attempted abduction of another victim and
destruction of property with
a value over $1,000, which
took place the same evening.
The trial date is June 3.
Arguing for his release,
defense attorney Brent Jackson said Harding has been
imprisoned for more than
a year awaiting trial on the
murder charges, which is
more time than he would
serve for the additional
crimes under sentencing
guidelines.
Assistant Commonwealth’s

Kilmarnock Volunteer Rescue Squad
OPEN HOUSE
May 11th 10 am-3 pm
61 Harris Dr., Kilmarnock

FREE food, handouts, freebies, door prizes !!
Children’s activites-bouncy house,
facepainting, ﬁre truck ride
Dj Kevin Hutchings
Crown Donuts

Hospice

Free blood pressure
and cholesterol screeings

Area fire departments

Life EVAC
Fire Demos
State Police K9 Demo
Bon Secours critical transport unit

Area rescue squads
Ambulance tours
Smokey the Bear
Lions Club hearing and vision screening
and much more

Visit the Irvington Farmer’s Market

The 2013 Kick-Off Is Saturday, May 4th
Welcome back to the Market Virginia Living Magazine named the Best Farmers Market on Virginia’s
East Coast. Visit our returning artisans and the new vendors our Market’s Manager, Joyce Bombay,
KDVZRUNHGKDUGWROLQHXS(QMR\DIXQ¿OOHGPRUQLQJRQWKH,UYLQJWRQ&RPPRQVDQGVWUROODPRQJ
WKHYHQGRUVVHOOLQJDUWLVDQFKHHVHVKRPHPDGHEUHDGVPHDWVDQGVHDIRRG<RX¶OO¿QGSOHQW\RI
SURGXFHÀRZHUVSODQWVDQGKDQGPDGHJRRGV%URZVHEHDXWLIXODUWZRUNDQGMHZHOU\WRR
Total Commitment returns to give our lives a “sound track”. The fun runs from 9am -1pm with great food,
including new options, remember to shop local. Well-trained dogs with human companions are welcome.
Brought to you by the Village Improvement Association
Copyright @Cook 2013
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Master Gardeners Tips
by CarolAnne Taylor
Perennial Gardening

From left are Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts external communications vice president
Julia Geier, YMCA Camp Kekoka branch director Cassie Leichty, Rappahannock Art League
president Mary Ellis and Friends of Belle Isle treasurer Bob Fox.

Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts
supports community arts organizations
KILMARNOCK—The
Rappahannock Foundation for
the Arts Board of Directors
recently approved grants of support to several organizations.
Recipients include The
Friends of Belle Isle State Park
for its Music by the River series,
YMCA Camp Kekoka for its
Kekoka Music Festival, and the

Rappahannock Art League for
its Spring Art Festival, Summer
Fun Arts Camps and Student
Art Wall.
RFA’s annual grant distributions total $12,000 to $15,000,
said RFA vice president for
external communications Julia
Geier.
Grants are based on a pro-

grams’ value to the community,
need, and availability of funds
and are made for general operating expenses of a speciﬁc project or event including equipment, she said.
Organizations are urged to
apply online at rappahannockfoundation.org or to contact the
RFA ofﬁce at 435-0292.

When evaluating light
exposure, note the duration
and intensity of light the
site receives. Plants perform
differently in full sun (four
hours of morning sun or three
hours of mid-day sun), partial
shade (unﬁltered morning sun
with shade in the afternoon or
moderate shading all day), or
heavy shade (very little midday light and less than 60% of
sun intensity all day).
A mismatch of plant and
light leads to reduced ﬂowering, leggy growth, burning
or stunting of the plant. The
slope of the site will affect
temperature and drainage.
Soil texture, drainage, fertility and pH inﬂuence plant
performance. A soil test kit
can be obtained from the Virginia Tech Extension ofﬁce
at 580-5694 or 462-5780. If
drainage is poor, plan to plant
in raised beds. Perennials,
like all plants, will live longer
and be healthier and more ﬂoriferous if they are planted in
a location that suits them.
Plant selection: There
is such variety that time
spent researching is invaluable. Internet searches, many
books and nurseries are good
sources of information. By
looking up butterﬂy gardens,
you’ll ﬁnd that Achillea,
Asclepias, Echinacea, Baptiancient China. Equipment and sia will work well.
experienced guide included.
No experience necessary. Reservations recommended. $6
per person.
Sunday, May 26: Native
Skills―Animal Tracks, 10
a.m. Find out how to use foot
prints and other signs of animals to see where they have
been and where they are
going.
Sunday, May 26: Weather
Forecasting, 2 p.m. Learn
cloud shapes to predict the
weather for the next few days
and insects to predict rain. $3
per person.
Monday, May 27: Memorial Day Bookmarks, 10 a.m.
Make a bookmark from ﬂowers, leaves or other materials.
$2 per person.

Perennial plants are the
backbone of nearly every
ﬂower garden. Unlike annual
plants which must be replaced
each spring, herbaceous
perennials die to the ground
at the ﬁrst frost or freezing
period and then regrow from
the same roots the following
year.
Perennial ﬂowers are easycare, dependable performers, and they offer a variety
of color, bloom time, texture
and form. When designing a ﬂower garden, select
plants based on the style of
the garden, a theme such as
a butterﬂy or hummingbird
garden, or speciﬁc color
designs. With careful planning, perennials will provide
you with color throughout the
season. As one plant passes
peak period, another variety
will bloom.
Site selection: Master
Gardener Anne Olsen advises,
“Consider aspects of the site
that affect plant growth such
as light, soil characteristics
and topography. Is your soil
sandy or heavy clay? Is it in
the sun or shade?”

State park announces special events for May
SOMERS—Belle
Isle
State Park visitor experience
chief ranger Charlene Talcott recently announced special events at the park during
May. For reservations or to
verify fees and events, call
462-5030.
Unless otherwise noted,
there is a $3 parking fee per
vehicle payable at the gate.

Events
Saturday, May 4: Invasive
Removal Day, 9 a.m. to noon.
Join the Northern Neck chapters of the Native Plant Society
and the Master Naturalists on
this state-wide invasive plant
removal project. Participants
can receive a certiﬁcate signed
by the governor. Volunteers do
not pay a parking fee.
Saturday, May 11: Celebrate

Birds, 3 p.m. Learn about
birds from Audubon members
and Master Naturalists at this
family event.
Saturday, May 11: Mother’s
Day Astronomy, 8 p.m. Look
at the Andromeda Galaxy
through our telescope and
learn about the woman it was
named for, as well as the constellations of other women in
the sky.
Saturday, May 18: Safe
Boating Day, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Get a free vehicle safety check
and participate in games to
enhance your boating safety.
Friday, May 24: Full Dragon
Moon Kayak Trip, 8-10 p.m.
Paddle under the full moon
as it reﬂects on the water.
The May moon was called
the Dragon moon in ancient

China. Equipment and experienced guide included. No
experience necessary. Reservations recommended. $8 per
person solo kayak, $12 per
tandem kayak.
Saturday, May 25: Geocaching 101, 10 a.m.-noon.
Learn how to use GPS units,
hand-held systems can lead
to Geocaches, little treasure
troves located throughout the
park. Equipment provided. $6
per unit. Rental of the unit for
two hours after the program is
included in the cost. Reservations suggested.
Saturday, May 25: Full
Dragon Moon Canoe, 8-10
p.m. Paddle under the full
moon as it reﬂects on the
water. The May moon was
called the Dragon moon in

Selections made for attracting hummingbirds might
include Lonicera, Agastache
and Penstemon.
Consider native plants as
well, which support bees,
beneﬁcial insects, birds, butterﬂies and wildlife. Go to
nnmg.org for a link to the Virginia Native Plant Society.
Maintenance: Since herbaceous perennials grow back
from the roots every year, it is
important to encourage deep
healthy roots, so water deep
and long.
A soaker hose is a good
choice. Mulch the planting
bed to conserve water and
reduce weeds. Spread fertilizer lightly in rings around
the plant in the spring and
again twice at six-week intervals, using a 5-10-5 fertilizer.
Deadhead spent ﬂowers and
stake when needed.
Trained and supervised by
Virginia Cooperative Extension, Master Gardener volunteers provide the community
with research-based gardening and horticultural information. Visit nnmg.org, or call a
county Extension ofﬁce.

Watermen’s
Great Food
580-2220

Real . Local . Radio
The Weather Phone
443-4400
Sponsored by King’s Cleaning Service

Fun and games support Boys & Girls Club
Guests at Casino Night on the Rivah, a fundraiser for the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern
Neck, cheer on the horses. More than 200 attended the gala event Saturday. Photo by AnneSophie Marchal
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SAR chapter hears Army presentation Northern Neck Orchestra
IRVINGTON—The Richard
Henry Lee Chapter of the Sons
of the American Revolution met
April 15 at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury near Irvington.
Retired U.S. Army Col. Stephen E. Wilson presented “How
the Army was formed,” a study on
how the Army’s organization was
inﬂuenced by design, politics,
compromise, economics and tradition as well as how the present
distribution of military responsibility came to be divided into a
regular national army, a reserve
army corps and a state militia
(National Guard), reported chapter member Norm Farley.
He described how, with the
assistance of France, a group of
dissimilar, poorly organized, state
militias were blended into a uniﬁed National army in 1774 in
order to defeat the then occupying English forces, said Farley. It
was noted that the much quoted

presents

featuring Schubert’s “Great” C major Symphony
Also works by Mozart, Delius and Ravel
7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 4, 2013
Lancaster Middle School Theater, Kilmarnock

Tickets: adults $20, students FREE
Richard Henry Lee Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution vice president Richard
Fickling presents a speakers honorarium gift
to Steve Wilson.

citizens constitutional “right
to keep and bear arms” was
intended to control the power of
the National government rather
than for self defense or protection, as it is often viewed today,
he added.

Following the end of the war
the “national army” was reduced
to two garrisons with a total of
less than 100 men.
An SAR chapter member,
Wilson and his wife live in
Mathews.

For information call 438-5225 or visit www.nnorchestra.org.
Partially funded by the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts;
the Virginia Commission for the Arts; the National Endowment for
the Arts; Dominion Resources, Inc.; and The Tidewater Foundation
and its annual fundraising event the Holly Ball.

Boats Clothing Toys Appliances Tools Books Electronics Outdoor Furniture
Outdoor Furniture Entertainment Tractors Trailers Art Cars RV’s Generators

Content provided by Kathy Enes, RN, infection control nurse,
Rappahannock General Hospital
With all of the fruit and vegetable recalls these days, are
you ﬁnding yourself avoiding the produce aisle?
If so, these tips can help you feel safe about consuming
your favorite nutritious foods again while preventing the
spread of bacteria and other toxins.
From listeria-tainted cantaloupes to salmonella in grape
tomatoes, the produce aisle has become a scary place. How
do you know what is safe to eat?
Most of us give our fruit and vegetables a brief rinse or
quick spin in the salad spinner, but given the recent food
recalls, some of you may be questioning this laid back
approach. Is regular old water really enough?
According to the FDA it is. The FDA does not recommend
using soap, liquid detergent or any of the commercial fruit
and vegetable washers. All produce should be washed under
running water, whether it’s grown conventionally or organically.
The key is to wash your fruits and veggies even if you are
peeling or cutting them. Slicing an unwashed cantaloupe, for
example, can transfer bacteria from the outside of the melon
onto the cut fruit. Thick skinned produce such as melons or
cucumbers (or veggies that grow under-ground, like beets
and carrots) might need an extra scrub to remove excess dirt
or hard to remove microbes. A vegetable scrubber is the best
tool for this job.
The University of Maine recommends soaking produce
with a lot of nooks and crannies (like cauliﬂower, broccoli
or lettuce) for one to two minutes in clean, cold water before
eating.
Once your produce is nice and clean, experts recommend
drying them with a dishtowel or paper towel. Drying produce may help reduce any residual bacteria that might be
present. Another small but important step: be sure to wash
your countertops, cutting boards and utensils with hot, soapy
water after cutting and peeling produce. The FDA also recommends a solution of one teaspoon chlorine bleach to one
quart of water.
Sure this may seem a little excessive-especially if you’re a
quick-rinse-under-the-tap person. But given the recent surge
of food recalls, maybe it’s time we start handling produce
differently-more like raw meat. With a few extra steps, you
can prevent a serious illness or worse.
For information about medical procedures available in
Kilmarnock and the surrounding areas, physician information, specialty classes and community resources, call the
RGH HealthLine at 435-8010.

Also at the meeting a “Flag
Appreciation Certiﬁcate” ribbon
was added to the chapter ﬂag by
Myron E. Lyman, chapter representative to the state SAR meeting in February, who accepted the
honor on the chapters’ behalf.

Purchase tickets at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, Ross’s Rings and Things,
and The Book Nook (Kilmarnock); White Stone Pharmacy (White
Stone); Material Girl Quilt Shop (Burgess); Ann’s Family Dining
(Glenns); and at the box office on the evening of the concert.

This Saturday!
th

25 Annual

Grace Church
Yard Sale & Auction
May 4 s 8am -12 Noon
at YMCA Camp Kekoka
(end of Boy’s Camp Road, Rt. 3 between White
Stone and Kilmarnock)

Live auction at 10am
(cars, boats, trailers)
All Proceeds Returned to Area Non-Proﬁts

Clothing Motors Tabletop Kitchenware Holiday Pet care Home Decor

Outdoor Furniture Entertainment Tractors Trailers Art Cars RV’s Generators Antiques

HealthLine
Washing fruits and vegetables

Myron E. Lyman delivers a Flag Appreciation
Certiﬁcate and ribbon to Fickling. Lyman
received the ceriﬁcate on behalf of the
chapter at a recent state SAR meeting.

Irvington Farmers Market: 5.4.13
Farmers markets are the essential shop local experience, connecting people in our communities on the most fundamental level.
They offer opportunities to purchase seasonal, fresh vegetables and fruit from local farmers; handcrafted wares from area
artisans; and so much more. So, in this spirit, Chesapeake Bank and the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce invite you
to join them May 4th, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, at the Irvington Farmers Market on the Irvington Commons. Stop by our Shop Local
booth and pick up free giveaways while supplies last. And remember, when the buck stays here, we’re recirculating money in our
community to create a stronger and more prosperous local economy.
Find the latest community updates at blog.chesbank.com.
©2013 Chesapeake Bank Member FDIC

IT’S ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY.
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Reopen Lancaster
Alternative School

As a former school board
member who voted to close
Lancaster’s Alternative School
years ago, I write to correct
that mistake. We incorrectly
perceived that consolidating our program with other
area schools was an efﬁcient
method of reducing expenses
and would not signiﬁcantly
interfere with the quality of
our schools. We were wrong on
both counts.
The cost of participating
in the regional program was
partly offset by the savings of
not operating our own school,
which is basically a doublewide still behind the Lancaster
Health Department.
We mistakenly perceived
that there were savings from
not having two teachers in our
alternative school; however,
since middle school children
The sun breaks through clouds along Georgetown Road in Northumberland County.
cannot attend the regional
Photo by Scott Martin school, there are additional
personnel needed at the middle
school to handle these disrupSubmit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
tive children. Furthermore, the
RRecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
cost of fuel to transport these
children to Warsaw has risen
dramatically.
Our inability to place disruptive middle school students in
the alternative school is one
(Reprints from the May 2, 1913, issue of
bank and the editor’s residence are also on
of the reasons discipline there
the Virginia Citizen)
the line, and it will be extended to others
has become such a problem.
Attending our alternative
shortly.
Thos. B. Lee, an expert civil and mechani- school was a stigma and disVirginia’s Large Oyster Output
cal engineer has assumed charge of our local suaded bad behavior.
That the Virginia oyster supply being
Now disruptive middle
telephone line, our water system and electric
depleted, has increased, is evident from the
school children stay in school
light plant.
report of the Commission on Fisheries of
to cause more problems, and
Virginia. The output in 1907-08 was less
poorly behaved high school
than six million bushels, while in 1911-12,
Lancaster Courthouse
children are seen standing outit had risen to 12 million bushels. NotwithMiss Grace Pinckard, accompanied by
side with their friends waiting
standing the fact that many modern appliC. F. Carter, came over from Reedville, to
for the bus. Also, the children
ances for the taking of oysters have been
spend Sunday with her mother and sister
meet the bus to the regional
introduced, the report states that never before here.
alternative school at the high
in the history of the fisheries was such abunW. M. Pinckard met with quite a painful
school, so they cannot be
dance of shellfish seen as in the last year.
accident last week. He stepped upon a nail,
barred from school property,
which went through his foot so far that he
increasing their ability to cause
Irvington
had to use an axe to draw it back. He has
problems.
Geo. D. Callis is spending this week in
not walked any since, and at times suffers
Let us recognize our prior
Norfolk with his son, Bamkard.
intensely.
Capt. W. I. Messick left Tuesday for his
Misses Gertrude Pitman and Hattie Talley, mistake and correct it by
reopening Lancaster’s Alternafertilizer works at Southport, N.C.
of Regina, spent the week with Miss Emma
tive School to provide better
J. W. Tull returns today from a trip to his
Cornwell.
parental home at Pocomoke, Md.
Dr. Oldman is suffering very much a rising education without additional
expense.
Lee Simmons, who is fishing in the lower jaw. It does not prevent him from attending
Carl E. Failmezger,
part of the Bay, was home the first of the
to his practice, however.
Lancaster
week.
Lancaster and Miskimon high schools
Rev. Combs and daughter, Miss Lila, of
played a match game of baseball here on
No need to panic
Lancaster, spent Monday with Mrs. R. S.
Friday, resulting in a victory for the former.
A letter writer in the
Mitchell.
Weems
April 25th edition is blamT. J. Eubank, of Brown’s Store, Va., is in
Milton Cross took steamer Potomac Sating extreme weather events
the market for white oak, red oak and chesurday night for Norfolk, and from there he
on increasing carbon dioxnut railroad ties. Write or phone him for
will go by steamer to Boston en route to Mt. ide. There are several credible
prices or specifications.
Herman, Mass., where he will enter school.
statistical studies covering the
Irvington By Electricity
Pastor Goodwin, of Irvington, was callbrief period over which we
After some delay the electric light plant
ing on some of his friends here recently and have decent weather history
at the Virginia Citizen office was installed
expects to continue each week until all have which conclusively show there
and put into running shape this week. A
been visited.
has been no unusual or recent
large engine and dynamo from the Fairbanks
Mrs. E. A. Ashburn spent Thursday of last increased activity, or ferocity,
Moore Co., with a capacity of 300Mazda
week as the guest of Mrs. M. P. Jones, in
in droughts, ﬂoods, tornados
lights, illumined the opera house (where
Irvington and also called at the pastorium.
or hurricanes.
Simmons and Brown are showing moving
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunFurther, there is no evidence
pictures), W. McDonald Lee’s suite of offices teer of the Mary Ball Washigton Museum and that carbon dioxide, the only
and the Virginia Citizen plant. The National
Library)
viable link between human
activity and climate, has had
any effect on the global temperature, neither currently nor
even during geologic times.
In fact, over geologic periods
temperature increases have
occurred hundreds of years

YESTERYEAR

‘Like’ us on Facebook and receive breaking
news reports on your smart phone, tablet
or computer — RRecord.com

before the corresponding
increase in co2.
It is sad that the term “climate change” has been successfully perverted to mean
“anthropogenic
climate
change.” This interpretation
ignores, for example, the
past 1.3 million years which
include 13 ice ages, average
duration 90,000 years, each
followed by an interglacial
warming period, average duration 10,000 years.
Carbon dioxide is a trace
gas,
currently
representing about 400 parts per million by volume of the atmosphere. While the co2 level has
likely remained in the 200-400
ppmv range for the past several
hundred thousand years, it was
10 to 20 times higher before
that, and for several hundred
million years. Scientists have
established that lifeforms not
unlike our own could survive
in such an environment. Also,
in this earlier epoch the co2
level was higher during two
ice ages and going into one
ice age, so there are no likely
nearby “triggers.”
Co2 is projected to reach
600 ppmv by 2099. A crowded
gym with poor ventilation can
be at 1000 ppmv. Submarine
crews live in co2 environments
of 3000 to 5000+ ppmv.
We appear to have time to
improve our energy usage. We
have no time for more of this
dogma.
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Another explanation
As one of the people who
gathered signatures for the
petition against the purchase
of 1 North Main, no one I
spoke with was told their
taxes would go up or down.
No one was intimidated,
threatened or pressured to do
anything. They were given
the facts that the building is
overpriced by 31%, it borders on a one-way street and
has very limited parking and
were anxious to sign.
The people didn’t like the
fact that there was no mention of buying a building
until they had entered into
a contract. They felt left out
of the process and that council overstepped its authority
spending nearly $729,500
for a new office and trying
to negotiate a further purchase of property for parking
across the street.
We have provided the
names of voters, taxpayers
and business owners against
this purchase. These are
the same people who pay
sewer/water, personal property taxes, business licenses
and are the backbone of the
financial stability of our
little town. They matter.
Why not spend the funds
to enlarge the current facility? That will give the town
the space you feel they need.
There will be no parking
problems; the town will save
hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars, have an impressive town
office and everyone wins. It
would leave more money for
sidewalks, improvements to
other areas and be a draw
for retirees to move here and
have access to shopping and
convenience.
Differences of opinions are
always going to be present in
any group. The successful
organizations are the ones
that take ideas of people, put
them to use and keep the continuity of the group intact.
Council, please unite the
town with positive ideas and
the inclusive advice of the
people.
Steve Bonner,
Kilmarnock

Another
interpretation
It is amazing how the
Rappahannock Record can
take the facts and slant them
to favor the Kilmarnock
White Elephant purchase.
Frankly, I had to laugh at the
results the Record came up
with going over the petition.
Let’s take these so called
“facts” and use them with
another perspective in mind
getting the results the people
really want.
Out of the 968 registered
voters in Kilmarnock, the
largest vote-getter on the
“White Elephant Slate”
received 238 votes. This is
only 29.24% of all the qualified voters. According to
your article last week, 17.7%
of this total is against the purchase of the new town hall.
This is far more than 50% of
the total that voted for the
top vote-getter in last year’s
election. This alone is reason
to “listen to the people” and
get out of the contract to purchase what is clearly a big
mistake.
When you disregard the
business people of this town
who pay the bulk of the revenue that the town operates
on, eliminate many of the
citizens because you do not
feel they are valid, you are
working against the core of
the community.
The council’s “Gang of
Four” needs to stop accusing
the opposition of dishonesty
and misrepresentation and
start working for the people
who they serve.
The current town office
would be a beautiful attraction for the town if you
would invest in it and make
it something we can be proud
of. Why buy another problem and pay 31% over the
assessed value with inadequate parking crammed on a
corner threatening the valuable parking spaces to our
fine retailers.
You made a mistake. Please
correct it and be better listeners next time. Who of you is
willing to step up to the plate
and work for us?
Jane B. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

ne of the Northern Neck’s big thinkers
of our period died recently. He was Ben
Tayloe, and his great contribution was in conceiving and articulating his own analysis of the
burgeoning debt crisis that faces our nation.
Ben was the son of a doctor, who grew up in
the stately house on the hill in Hague in Westmoreland County. He went off to Baltimore
where he made his career in insurance and real
estate, then retired with his wife, Frances, back
to the shore of Nomini Creek. Frances spent
her retirement in horticulture, specializing in
holly. On their property she cultivated over 60
different species of the plant, and became its
recognized local expert.
True to his acute sense of business acumen,
Ben pondered what individual citizens could
do to stem the tide of mounting national deﬁcits, which he forsaw as the ultimate doom of
America. He concluded that as an individual
he could make a difference, and began the formation of a new organization, Virginians for a
Balanced Budget. He started traveling up and
down the Northern Neck, speaking to every
group that would invite him, on the the threat
to national security posed by the mounting
debt. Gradually, he achieved recognition in the
local press, and his reach spread beyond our
conﬁnes.

He envisioned a state-wide
organization with local chapters that would set the pattern
for similar groups in other
states that in the end would
set in place the procedure
to amend the United States
Constitution to require a balanced federal budget.
I ﬁrst met him over 25 years ago when he
spoke to the now long-gone Financial Group
that met monthly in Dr. John H. Harding’s
dental ofﬁce in Burgess. We had only a few
members, but Ben possessed the enthusiasm
of a zealot, and would have given the same talk
if only one had been there.
In his speeches he would outline methods
whereby our country could take hold of the
crisis, and actually do something before the
ultimate crash occurs. He printed literature at
his own expense, and accepted the contribu-

tions his listeners offered, emphasizing that he
was pleased with small contributions as they
showed a broad spectrum of public support.
He envisioned a state-wide organization with
local chapters that would set the pattern for
similar groups in other states that in the end
would set in place the procedure to amend the
United States Constitution to require a balanced federal budget.
Ben recognized the danger of a second
national constitutional convention with its
potential for a runaway movement that could
do as much harm as good. Thus, he advocated
appeals from each of the states as a vehicle
for streamlining and restricting the amendment process to the budget matter only. He
testiﬁed before the Virginia General Assembly, and won praise from Virginians from all
backgrounds and professions. In Washington
he set in place the process for advancing to
the national level, and hired a representative to
promote the cause.
As the movement grew, he came to see the
limits of its title that implied only Virginians
were concerned with the federal budget. That
realization led him to change the organization’s name to Americans for a Balanced Federal System. With that move the technological
revolution of the 1990s dawned, and the fed-

eral government experienced its ﬁrst surplus
in many decades.
At the same time Ben was becoming an
octogenarian, but his steamroller ignored that
fact, and his energy level never sagged. He
regularly was driving back and forth to Kilmarnock, caring for his widowed brother, Bill,
at the nursing home, and then for Frances who
underwent a protracted illness from cancer
prior to her death. Left alone, Ben decided to
move nearer to his son, as the years were taking
their toll. He continued to follow the national
scene, but his movement never found another
champion of such verve and tenacity.
Ben lived to be 95, trim and energetic,
hopeful that his vision would inspire others to
follow in his footsteps, but sadly he witnessed
deﬁcits that even he could not have conceived.
Many years ago, before the temporary surpluses of the ‘90s, I was thanking Ben publicly for his service to our country as a private
citizen, and I ended the remarks by saying, “If
ever our nation is set ﬁrmly on the course of
ﬁscal responsibility, one of the true heroes of
the movement will be Ben Tayloe.” The same
accolade can be repeated today. He was one
who saw his duty, and did it.
Benjamin Ogle Tayloe, November 30, 1917March 28, 2013. R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
Make your
own memory

Do you remember?
Lynda Bird Johnson Robb gets ready to toss the ﬁrst softball to open the 1974 sandlot season
at the Lancaster Ruritan Recreation Center in Lively. The catcher is Yogi Bear from Kings
Dominion. Carroll Lee Ashburn is the man in the suit on the mound. The gentleman in the
white suit next to the dugout is The Hon. Charles H. Robb, former U.S. Senator from Virginia
and former Virginia Governor, a few years prior to his election to Lieutenant Governor of
Virginia. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS
Losing control
“Recently, the government
of Cyprus decided to pay for
its debts by seizing portions
of its citizens’ private savings
accounts— establishing they
will do anything to get cash.
With access to money, they can
continue to buy votes, channel
resources to themselves, and
pay for their [unsustainable]
social programs and redistribution systems. If outright theft is
what it takes to maintain their
course, that’s what the Cypriot
government will do.” Paraphrasing Porter Stansberry.
Certainly, the Cypriot government’s ﬁat damages lives,
banking businesses and economies. Do the Cypriot people
believe and accept they have no
means to resist this? Does this
indicate desperate career politicians judging it might work
better (for them) with some
strong-arm collectivism?
After all, Marxist theory
states that “socialism is a ‘transitional’ social state (dictatorship) between the overthrow of
capitalism and the realization
of communism.” Both collectivist entities agree the State
should own and control the
means of production, capital,
land and property. By abolishing property rights, they
can “legally expect” citizens
to apply all incentive, effort
and rents toward the totalitarian State. Marxism, socialism,
and elitists’ various feel-good
selections from both theories,
eventually makes its own case
for less government— not
more.
Most people agree prudent
government safety nets are a
ﬁne idea, but not to the point
where there is overreach that
fatigues and erodes liberty
and freedom. After decades
of fooling with socialism, the
outcome being the “nannystate,” we now have more government, debt, taxes, welfare,
dependency, regulation, wasteful spending, corruption, class
warfare, suppressive political
correctness, fallen rights— and
more government intrusion and
control than ever.
One sensible way ‘we the
people’ can steer our politicians away from this would
be to support the enactment of
moderate (one or two) termlimits— with pay-cuts across
the board. And any Cypriotlike shenanigans attempted
here could be recognized as
symptoms— not the cure.
Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Garden Week
tour a success
Historic Garden Week in
Northumberland County, sponsored by the Garden Club of
Virginia and the Garden Club
of the Northern Neck, was
attended by 750 to 800 people.
This tour, which raises funds
for the preservation and restoration of Virginia’s historic
gardens, is a fabulous way to
showcase the beauty of the
Northern Neck every year.
The members of the Garden
Club of the Northern Neck
were honored to do just that
this year, with people coming
from as far away as Kentucky
and Ontario, Canada. The club
piggy-backed with Stratford
Hall and Athena Winery.
We acknowledge the community support and interest
in this event, as well as Wells
Fargo Advisors and Union
First Market Bank for their
sponsorships and Wicomico

Parish Church for allowing the
information center to be set up
on their grounds and for their
membership for preparing the
pre-ordered boxed lunches.
Additionally, we acknowledge those local stores where
advanced tickets were sold,
the Bay Transit for assisting
in transportation, the Northumberland County Sheriff’s
ofﬁce. We particularly want
to recognize the homeowners
who opened their homes to the
public: John and Susan Mullenholz, Mick and Christine
Wiggins, Ada Jaxon and Carol
Spengler, Randy and Hoppie
Cockrell and Carter and Carol
Fox.
Without the help of all of
those listed above, we would
not have had such a great success in supporting the restoration and preservation of historic gardens in this beautiful
Commonwealth.
Faith Kauders.
Marguerite Slaughter,
Co-chairmen,
Historic Garden Week, 2013

Do the math
Why not allow family members of immigrants to come to
America? Isn’t that only being
fair?
Consider. One employer
hired one Vietnamese who
had helped our armed forces
in Vietnam. He was able to
bring in his family members.
As a result within a year, they
brought in 600 others through
the family reuniﬁcation program.
You do the math—multiply
the possibilities
regarding
immigration bills being proposed.
Sue Long,
North

A call for leadership
Bob Edgar died April 23 of
a sudden heart attack while
exercising. Edgar, 69, was the
revered president of Common
Cause.
I am not a member of this
organization; in fact, I’ve rather
taken it for granted through the
years. However, during this time
of great national strife and division, I think we should pause to
reﬂect on the group’s motto: “If
it’s about government, it’s about
our common cause.”
It’s stunning how the majority
of American citizens feel their
voices go unheard, their views
unheeded, their needs unaddressed, and their collective
vision for the future ignored.
Let’s face it: the idea of government of, by, and for the people
has been steadily eroding over
the last three or four decades.
And we, as citizens, have
allowed this to happen.
We need to remind Corporate America and Big Government who has the real power
in this country. We, as citizens
and voters, need to stop the
ﬂow of big money taking over
our democracy. We need to
strengthen efforts to repeal the
U.S. Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision. We need to
insist on public ﬁnancing of
elections, term limits for Congress, an end to gerrymandering and voter suppression, and
a real majority vote on Capitol
Hill.
Groups like Common Cause
– and people like Bob Edgar
– help put the civic back into
American lives. They remind
us that we can pursue social
justice, civil discourse, compromise and – yes – even take to
the barricades non-violently if
we must. And win.

I’d like to think Bob Edgar
is resting peacefully. But he
isn’t. Let’s honor his memory
by acting upon his core belief:
“We are the leaders we’ve been
waiting for.”
Suzanne Fisher-Mattingly,
Irvington

Beware of selfserving letters
Taxes were lowered after the
2008 election thanks to Howard
Straughan, before Raymond
Booth’s cartoon letter to citizens.
The mayor repeatedly says,
“I led the charge against a tax
increase.” It’s very difﬁcult
to “lead a charge” when the battle
is over and the war is won.
The “gang” feels in these difﬁcult economic times that citizens
and taxpayers need a decrease in
taxes, so the “gang” is giving Kilmarnockians a 16% decrease in
their taxes. We have over $4 million in reserves and once we sell
the current town ofﬁce location,
our move to the new building will
cost approximately $350,000.
The “gang” looks to the future
– one “gang member,” after being
elected, spoke to Ken Poor about
the Mary Ball Project in October 2008; proposed the project;
assisted in getting the $1.4 million
grant; proposed and raised all the
money for the Dog Park; made
motions for both the $43,000 for
the ﬁrehouse roof and the $82,000
for the college; and proposed the
outdated charter be revised.
All projects and plans are
geared to the future and all were
opposed by the mayor with the
exception of Mary Ball Project –
he wasn’t on council then – and
ﬁrehouse roof. He’s never supported anything for the good of
the town or the citizens except
that roof.
The proliﬁc writer of late
should attend council meetings
rather than serve as a parrot for
Booth and others. He’s been
to one meeting in ﬁve years,
when his wife asked for reappointment to the planning commission in 2012. His wife has
attended two—the aforementioned and one when she asked to
be appointed to council in 2009.
He did not attend the meeting,
however he requested to stay on
the BZA. None of the requests
were granted.
Beware of self-serving letters
from the uninformed.
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Councilwoman,
Kilmarnock

I could ﬁnd a 3% APR I would
receive $885 (23% more) a year
until age 93.
The moral of this story I think,
Thursday was a beautiful,
warm, sunny day in the quaint is “Be a banker and sell annuities!”
town of Kilmarnock.
Rob Ransone,
Feeling a little like being in the
Wicomico Church
setting of a Norman Rockwell
moment, my friend and I had Recognizing Friends
lunch outside on Main Street,
I apologize for the tardiness
sharing delicious culinary fare.
Life is good. Make your own of this letter to everyone in Lanmemory down here in the Neck. caster, Northumberland and
Elaine Parrish and Amy Smither, abroad who could donate, conWeems tribute and help to the success of
Ty’s Friends to bring Christmas
River cleaning
joy and love to those less fortuFriends of the Rappahannock nate and who otherwise would do
acknowledges the efforts of 24 without during the holidays.
I am forever deeply grateful.
volunteers from the Northern
Without
the help of our great,
Neck and Middle Peninsula who
close-knit
community, Ty’s
participated in our annual Tidal
Friends
would
not be a success.
Spring Cleanup on April 20.
I
recognize
the
following perNine miles was covered along
sons
and
organizations
who year
the Rappahannock and its tribuin
and
year
out
give
their
time,
taries. Over 1,000 pounds of trash
service
and
contributions
to
help
and 300 pounds of recyclables
the continued growth and prosperwere gathered.
Volunteers collected 28 tires ity of Ty’s Friends: Mr. and Mrs.
along the road and pulled a toilet, Dunn from Dunn Rite Auto Sales,
water heater and bicycle from Union Ryders Motorcycle Club,
Real Recognize Real MotorcyHoskins Creek.
The Coast Guard Auxiliary cle Club, Mane Creations Hair
also came and talked about safety Salon, Morattico Baptist Church,
on the Rappahannock. June
Parker Marina let us use the beach
for our set-up area and easy boat
launching.
Without volunteers, our cleanups would not be such a success.
Friends of the Rappahannock
recognizes the great effort by so
many to protect our river, and
so does our river. I hope to see
even more volunteers at our next
cleanup.
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Lowery Pemberton,
Sharps

A good deal
for the banks
AARP offered me an annuity
with a 7.2% annual payback for
the rest of my life. WOW! 7.2%
sounds too good to be true. And,
like most things that seem too
good to be true, this is no exception.
This is not 7.2% annual compounded interest—It is 7.2% of
my original investment.
The U.S. Social Security
Administration Actuarial Life
Table shows my life expectancy,
at my current age of 79, to be 8.41
years, or a few months after I’m
87 years old. But the 7.2% annual
return is not return on my investment, but return of my investment.
Simple arithmetic proves that
it will take me 13.9 years to
recoup my original investment.
That would make me a month or
so shy of 93 years old. After that,
AARP would pay me more than
my original investment.
This makes sticking my money
under the mattress sound like a
pretty good alternative: I would
get just as much return on my
investment, and I could also take
out extra for emergencies.
Let’s look at an example: Say
I bought an AARP (or other
ﬁnancial institution) annuity for
$10,000. AARP would pay me
$720 a year for the rest of my life,
and if I lived to be more than 93
years old, I would make out like
a bandit!
But suppose I invested that
$10,000 in a bank Certiﬁcate of
Deposit at (say) 2% APR. I would
get $826 (about 15% more) a
year until I reached 93 years old,
and then I would be broke. If

Fine
Jewelry

Kilmarnock Seventh Day Adventist Church, Northumberland
Community Center Organization, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Persons
Organization (Northumberland
County branch), Rappahannock
General Hospital Nursing Staff,
Rappahannock General Hospital Dietary Staff, Bridges Inpatient Psychiatric Facility Nursing
Staff, Pizza Hut of Kilmarnock,
Mrs. Bonnie and her staff at The
Beacon Restaurant/Event Hall,
Marie Owens, Solita Beale, Phyllis Hudnall, Shelia Palmer, Chris
Lewis, Markus Ferguson, Tychier Young, Shamika Robinson,
Thomas Robinson, Kendra Burrell, Pamela Robinson, Elizabeth
Savoy, Cynthia Nickens and my
parents, Irvin and Phyllis Nickens, who have been supporting
me in my vision of helping persons who need to be helped and
also instilled in me the value of
helping others.
I hope we can continue to serve
and help those in our community
who are in need.
Tyrell Nickens,
President/Founder Ty’s Friends
Christmas Fund,
Kilmarnock

J

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment
Specializing in Certiﬁed Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

OFFICIAL CALL
Mass Meetings of the Lancaster County Committee
of the Republican Party of Virginia
As Chairman of the Lancaster County Committee of the
Republican Party, and pursuant to the Plan of Organization and as recommended and directed by the Committee, I, Joan Blackstone, do hereby issue this call for two
separate Mass Meetings to be held at Chesapeake Bank
Training Center, Church Street, Kilmarnock, VA, starting
at 6:30 PM local time, with registration beginning at 6:15
PM, on Tuesday May 21, 2013 for the following purposes:
To nominate candidates for the ofﬁces of Lancaster
County Board of Supervisors, for District One and District
Five to be voted on in the general election Nov. 5, 2013
Filing Requirements
Candidates for nominations shall submit a statement in
writing, in person or by mail, to the Committee Chairman,
Mrs. Joan Blackstone, stating their intent to seek the nomination, which must be received not later than 5:00 PM,
May 16, 2013 at the following address: Mrs. Joan Blackstone, Chairman, Lancaster County Republican Committee, P.O. Box 532, 40 Oyster Point, White Stone, Va. 22578.
For further information regarding this Call, contact the
Committee Chairman, Joan Blackstone, at 804-435-6464.
Registration and Fees
The doors will open at 6:15 PM with registration to begin
immediately. All legal and qualiﬁed voters who reside in
the First Magisterial District or the Fifth Magisterial District
of Lancaster County are eligible to participate. There is
no registration fee to participate in these Mass Meetings.
There will be a meeting of the Lancaster County
Republican Committee held immediately following the
conclusion of the two Mass Meetings.

C an
you
repl ace
your
pay check?
PRESENTED BY:

The full call, with additional details, can be found at
www.rpv.org and www.va1gop.org.
Paid for and authorized by the Lancaster County
Republican Committee

Join us for a discussion about
generating retirement income
in today’s low rate environment

FRIDAY, MAY 10TH, 2013
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
DOZIER’S REGATTA POINT
YACHTING CENTER
137 Neptune Lane | Deltaville, Virginia
Hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be served.
RSVP

Patricia A. Rodgers
804-595-9449 | prodgers@janney.com
Admission is free. Reservations required.

THE LINDBLOOM GROUP
Janney Montgomery Scott llc

Christopher W. Lindbloom
Senior Vice President/Wealth Management

Ethan D. Lindbloom CFP®
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SPONSORED BY:

Jonathan “JB” Baulsir, cima ®
Vice President - Senior Advisor Consultant
Franklin Templeton Distributors, Inc.

Vice President/Wealth Management
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
1021 East Cary Street, Suite 1000, Richmond, VA 23219
Member: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC
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Nomination deadline approaches for citizen award

A Boat that Works
by Grid Michal

M

an, I just hate being
in the right-hand lane
when life forces a left turn, but
sometimes you just have to
shove trafﬁc out of the way.
To wit, the last time I’d
heard bluegrass was one evening in 1976 in Oklahoma
City, when I spent an evening
at a bluegrass bar with a girl
I didn’t know really well (for
a moment, anyway), who
kept yelling at a 7’38” tall,
435-pound cowboy standing in
front of us to move his XXXX
so she could sit on my lap and
still see the guys singing.
This made an indelible
impression on me, so much so
that I felt more safety in heavy
metal bands. This afternoon,
the Nurse and I were working
our behinds off when we got
an invitation from our friends
Arabella and Elizabeth to join
them for an evening of bluegrass music at a private home.
Fighting the feeling of impending doom, we got cleaned up
and headed to West Point to a
home on the east side of town,
replete with a huge garage that
had once been an automobile
service bay.
As we followed a limping
red-head (a dog had jumped
on her, tossing her down,
breaking her foot, which we
learned in the last two strides
before entering the garage) an
exuberant Debbie, whose dad
played a guitar in the band,
yanked open the door and
welcomed us, making us feel
as though we were family. The
garage now had over 100 folding chairs set up, many desserts and 2-liter soda bottles
at tables on the right. I still
couldn’t understand the words
being sung, but I can guarandang-tee ya that my left foot—
the one attached to the shin
that’s attached to the knee that
needs replacing—was whacking the ﬂoor as though I had
double-Parkinson’s.

From our relaxed vantage
point in the rear of the building, where we could enjoy
without making any “newbie”
faux-pas, we saw 80 of the
100 chairs aligned before us,
ten rows of eight seats. The
half to the right—40 seats—
were full of comfortable ladies
with perfectly coiffed heads.
Some were catching up on
muted gossip, some were knitting, some were multitasking,
doing all three. The half to the
left—looking just like a gradeschool dance—was ﬁlled with
gentlemen, all different sizes,
all sunburned, and all with ball
caps on: VietNam; Vietnam;
Argo; Ford; Yamaha; Pennzoil;
USS Constellation; Pizza Hut
(Pizza Hut?). All were listening raptly, not a peep from
a one of them, but to a man,
proper applause when one of
the players ﬁnished a solo.
On stage were 17 players,
many with guitars. One had a
huge bass ﬁddle; there were
mandolins, ﬁddles, “doughboys” (I may have mis-heard
that one), and my favorite,
a bunch of banjos. Recalling “Deliverance,” I watched
the intensity of the artists as
they displayed not one iota of
expression.
As the songs ended, there
was sometimes a shy smile,
or somebody told a joke only
the players heard, but the
whole audience laughed as
though it were being broadcast. Then back to the pickin.’
What I found intriguing was
that some players would head
outside (for a smoke, potty
break, fresh air) during a song
and come back in banging the
strings like a screen door in a
spring wind, never seeming to
have lost their place.
The guitar players all
seemed to have the same handplacement. The singers/players gathered around the mic,
knowing the words they were

The board of directors of
the Northumberland Associasinging, plucking the correct
tion for Progressive Stewardstrings on their instruments,
ship (NAPS) recently opened
looking out at the audience,
nominations for the 2013 Disnoting when an adjacent player tinguished Northumberland
was getting ready to change
Citizen Award (DNCA).
chords—all just as comfortable as a pair of worn Weejuns.
Me? I can’t answer one of The
Nurse’s questions and pour the
morning coffee without spilling half a cup. Much less toetap in synchronized time.
I have a signature for my
email that reads: My mind is
like taking the subway. If I end
up where I’m going, it’s best
I don’t try to understand the
system. For those of you who
think the foregoing prelude has
no relationship to my “subway,”
hang on Sunshine—we’re
going sonic.
Thursday night’s rendezvous
at the garage was exactly the
way a boat is built, and works.
The guys with the ball caps
could be seen as the hull; the
ladies, the deck. The musicians,
the engine: all kinds of individual strange noises coming
together in a comfortable
cacophony—like a well-worn
outboard—that encouraged
participation by the audience,
who instinctively knew they’d
go home in a couple of hours,
“engine” separated from “the
boat,” “work tools” safely
ensconced in carry-cases, ready
to build another vessel full of
joy in another two weeks.
You don’t have to think hard
to see this. What you have to
do is let the day fall behind
you—wayyy behind—and get
swept up in the composing of
the composition, as it were. You
might see a home being built,
or the creation of a quilt. I saw,
right in front of me, a boat that
works, being built.
Grid Michal operates The
Motor Doctor, a mobile service
and repair business. He has
worked on marine engines for
over 50 years. For more information, call 436-2601.

and will serve as the perfect
kickoff to the upcoming election season,” said LCDC Chair
Jan Smith.
The fee is $25 per person for
a buffet dinner of barbecue,
grilled chicken, vegetables,

economic growth to promote
jobs and cooperate with others
towards these goals.
Submit detailed descriptions
of nominee’s efforts to Millar
at 529-9870, or rmillar@earthlink.net, by May 15.

BEACH PRISMS
CAN
SAVE YOUR SHORELINE

The public is invited to see actual results and a
presentation at the home of Bob and Kris White on
Ingram Bay.

Democratic Party of Virginia chair
to address local ‘Dining with Dems’
“Dining with Dems” will be
held from 6 to 9 p.m. May 13
at Willaby’s at 327 Old Ferry
Road near White Stone.
Democratic Party of Virginia
chairman, Del. Charniele Herring will address the gathering.
Del. Herring was elected to the
House of Delegates in 2009.
She is the ﬁrst African American woman from Northern Virginia to be elected to the over
400-year-old Virginia legislature.
Prior to her election, she was
active in her community, especially on issues affecting the
homeless and children, an issue
that has touched her personally
after experiencing homelessness as a child.
“This event promises to be
a fun and informative evening

The award honors an individual, team, organization, or
business that advances NAPS’
goals, to improve water quality, foster and preserve a rural
atmosphere, promote and monitor land use policies, encourage

salad and dessert. The cutoff
date is May 6.
Those wishing to attend
should send their checks to the
Lancaster County Democratic
Committee, P.O. 318, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

Saturday, May 4th, 12:30 – 3 pm
270 Ingram Bay Drive, Wicomico Church
(take Remo Road east from Route 200, go 4.5 miles to a
“T” at Ingram Bay Drive where you take a left and
proceed about 200 yards to gravel driveway at #270)

Refreshments will be provided.

Republicans
schedule mass
meetings May 21
The Lancaster County
Republican Party will conduct two simultaneous Mass
Meetings on May 21, to
nominate Republican candidates for board of supervisors in Magisterial Districts
1 and 5.
The two meetings will
begin at 6:30 p.m., with registration beginning at 6:15
p.m. at Chesapeake Bank
Training Center at 51 Church
Street in Kilmarnock, said
Carol G. Dawson.
To participate in the Mass
Meetings, individuals must
be registered voters in one
of the two districts, and
intend to support the nominees of the Republican Party
in November’s election, she
said.
Candidates for the nomination must file a statement
with committee chairman
Joan Blackstone by 5 p.m.
May 16. Call Blackstone at
435-6464 for more information.
A regular meeting of the
full Republican Committee
of Lancaster County will
begin immediately after the
two Mass Meetings at the
same location.

Girls Boarding and Day
grades 8 through 12
Tappahannock, Virginia
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