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Petition shows some folks
are still upset with purchase
process for 1 North Main
by Audrey Thomasson

few minutes to lose enough blood to
lose oxygenation to the brain.”
Additionally, Waller had several
defensive wounds, including one
above his eyebrow. Dr. Posthumas
couldn’t tell the order of the wounds,
but said they occurred at the same time.
She noted there might not be a lot of
pain because “...pain is at the surface
where the nerves are located.”

KILMARNOCK—A plan to move the town hall to new ofﬁces in the center
of Kilmarnock continues to spark public comments on both sides of the issue.
During last week’s town council meeting, a citizen presented a petition against the
purchase to the mayor, but no action was taken by council.
Mayor Raymond Booth accepted the petition and said he was taking it home
to study before releasing it to council or the town. However, after the meeting,
Booth relinquished the petition to the town clerk on advice of town attorney Chris
Stamm, who said it would not be entered into the minutes if he took it out of the
building.
Sandi Meadows, a resident of Walnut Street in Kilmarnock, presented the petition to Booth during the public comments section of the council meeting. She said
several citizens spent three weeks collecting the signatures of 379 town residents
who are against the town spending their taxes to purchase the Bay Trust building
at a cost of $729,500.
“For too long, people have been ignored,” said Meadows. Town residents need
to be included in the process and understood, she added. Meadows denied claims
that she or the other petition carriers
misled or misinformed residents.
In contrast, former councilman
Les Spivey told council, “One North
Main Street is a good plan. You need
to get out of this building...and into a
building closer to the right size. Plan
for the future. And when life and the economy changes, change the plan again.”
Also speaking in favor of a new town hall was former mayor Mike Robertson,
whose administration was behind the purchase of nine-acre Town Centre site for
a new facility across from the post ofﬁce. He acknowledged the need to move
out of the existing building, but backed his original plan because the lot is large
enough to provide a common area for town events and the building could reﬂect
state architecture.
“It’s important that a community have something to look at and say, ‘That’s us.’
It’s a shining light, a point of focus,” said Robertson.

Investigator testiﬁes

Petition analysis

Lancaster sheriff’s investigator
Joanie Kent testiﬁed she worked
the crime scene early Sunday morning. Because of the extreme heat and
humidity that day, she said some of
the blood drops were evaporating. She
left the crime scene at noon and went
to Derek Jones’s home, but ofﬁcers

Virginia code does not recognize petitions except for citizens applying to run
for public ofﬁce or as part of the process to remove an elected ofﬁcial from ofﬁce.
According to the voter registrar’s ofﬁce, petitions for ofﬁce must contain a witnessed signature, legible printing of the name, address and last four digits of social
security number for veriﬁcation.
The Virginia Municipal League’s legal counsel Mark Flynn said petitions such
as the one presented to the mayor have no value except as a statement to council
“...that council may or may not consider.”

NOT GUILTY, continued on page A2

PETITION SHOWS SOME FOLKS STILL UPSET, continued on page A2

Walkers raise awareness and funds for MS research
Some 107 walkers participated in the ﬁrst Kilmarnock MS walk on Saturday. Participants departed from the
Grace Episcopal Church parking lot and walked either one or three miles to help raise awareness and money for
multiple sclerosis research. By the time walkers took their marks at the starting line, event planners had already
exceeded their goal of $18,000. Photo by Shannon Rice

Jury finds Harding not guilty of murder
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A jury deliberated for 30 minutes last week before
ﬁnding Karlide Harding not guilty
of second-degree murder in the July
2011 stabbing death of Joseph Maurice Waller, 53.
Friends and family members of
Harding, 22, gasped when the verdict
was read. The victim’s family immediately left the courtroom.
On Tuesday, April 16, jurors heard
witnesses testify how the victim got
into an altercation with Walt Taylor
and Harding during a birthday party
at the Irvington Road home of Derek
and Racheal Jones. The next morning,
Waller’s body was discovered on the
front lawn of a house 0.2 miles away,
lying face down in a pool of blood,
his hat still on his head. His car was
found several feet away. Investigators
found blood stains on the seat, door
and steering wheel.

Opening statements
At the beginning of his opening
statement, Commonwealth’s Attorney
Robert Cunningham pointed to the
defendant and said, “Karlide Harding
murdered Maurice Waller.”
Richmond defense attorney Brent
Jackson objected. “This is an opening
statement, not a closing statement,”
Jackson said. He objected each time
Cunningham repeated the statement.
Circuit Court Judge Harry T. Talia-

ferro II stopped the trial after each
objection. “What the Commonwealth
means to say is that the evidence will
show...,” said Judge Taliaferro.
At the end of the opening remarks
he reminded the jury that Cunningham’s statement is not evidence, “...It
is what the Commonwealth hopes to
show with evidence.”
Jackson’s opening statement put
the blame on Harding’s friend, Walt
Taylor.
“When the decedent left the party
he wasn’t bleeding. He thanked the
host and left the party,” Jackson told
the jury. “He was found four or ﬁve
blocks down from the party and one
of the Commonwealth’s witnesses
was seen walking in that area around
three in the morning.” Jackson asked
the jury to decide “...what is reasonable.”
Medical examiner Dr. Joslyn Posthumas testiﬁed that Waller died of two
deep stab wounds, one in the upper
chest near the throat and a second
in the chest perforating the left ventricle of the heart. She estimated the
wounds were made by a one- to sixinch blade—depending on the force
of the thrust and if the victim was
inhaling at the time.
“Often in these cases, there is mostly
internal bleeding and not much external bleeding,” she said, noting Waller
could have walked around and driven
his car a short distance. “It takes a

Copies of the petitions as
presented may be viewed
at RRecord.com.

Change would relax one bay
regulation in Northumberland
by Shannon Rice
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission has approved
a proposed change to the Chesapeake
Bay Preservation Ordinance that would
make renovations and rebuilding projects within the seaward 50-foot resource
protection area easier to accomplish.
During its April 18 meeting, the commission voted to recommend that county
supervisors amend the Chesapeake Bay
Preservation Ordinance regarding nonconforming use and development waivers by replacing the word “use” with
the word “structure” for clariﬁcation. It
also would add the following language
referring to those structures in the seaward 50-foot resource protection area:
“except that if the square footage of the
footprint to be remodeled, altered, or
replaced is equal to or less than the existing footprint, such modiﬁcations may be
approved by the Administrator.”
District 1 commissioner Edwin King
made the motion to recommend the
amendment, seconded by vice chairman

Bill Kling. The motion carried,7-0.
Assistant county administrator Luttrell Tadlock explained that the board
of supervisors requested the change due
to an inﬂux of special exception permit
requests from citizens wishing to make
renovations on property without disturbing any additional land.
“If the individual is tearing down an
existing structure or they’re remodeling
it in some fashion and they are going
back into the same footprint or less than
that footprint, then there’d be interest
for the zoning administrator to do that
administratively so they do not have to
come to the board of supervisors for a
public hearing. So it kind of relaxes it a
little. It doesn’t have to be advertised to
the whole county,” said Tadlock.
The change would only apply to older
lots that were developed prior to the Bay
Act. New construction would still have
to come to the board of supervisors for
approval.
“It makes sense to me. All we’re
doing is working on the same footprint
as before,” said King.
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William Rowe recently won a $1 million top prize on a 20X the Money scratch ticket.

Believe it: Rowe wins $1 million
RICHMOND—Virginia Lottery ofﬁcials last week
announced that William Rowe of White Stone recently
won a $1 million top prize.
Rowe was on his way to do a load of laundry when he
stopped and bought a 20X the Money ticket from the Virginia Lottery. When he later scratched the ticket while sitting
in his car, he discovered he’d won the $1 million top prize.
“No one believed me at ﬁrst,” he told Virginia Lottery
ofﬁcials. “Not even my mom.”
Rowe, who described himself as a “sometimes” lottery
player, bought the winning ticket at Buoy Food & Deli at
500 Rappahannock Drive in White Stone.
He had a choice of taking the full $1 million over 25
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years or a one-time cash option of $766,500 before taxes.
He chose the cash option. The store received a $10,000
bonus from the Lottery for selling the winning ticket.
20X the Money is one of dozens of games available
from the Virginia Lottery. It features prizes ranging from
$10 all the way to that $1 million top prize. Since this is
the ﬁrst top-prize ticket claimed, two remain unclaimed.
Rowe works as a bartender. He said he hopes to invest
his winnings and buy a new car.
Operating entirely on revenue from the sale of Lottery products, the Virginia Lottery generated more than
$487.1 million for Virginia’s public schools in Fiscal Year
2012.
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Read it in Not guilty verdict returned in murder case
the Record!
continued from page A1

D

didn’t ﬁnd any blood drops
there or during a grid search
on the street, she said.
In an interview with Harding, the defendant said he took
out his knife after Waller pulled
something from his pocket that
he thought was a weapon, Kent
testiﬁed. However, it turned
out to be a piece of wood. He
said somebody then pushed the
older man into him and that’s
when Waller fell into his knife,
continued Kent.
Kent said she recorded the
entire interview.
“It’s clear from his statement
that he did not know he caused
the death of Mr. Waller?” asked
Richmond defense attorney
Brent Jackson. “The deceased
was pushed into him—Waller
came ﬂying at him? He said
the wound could have occurred
during a tussle?”
“Yes,” Kent replied.
“You found no forensic
drops of blood in the Joneses’
yard or where the car was
parked?” asked Jackson.
“No.”
On redirect, assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Kenneth
Konkle asked, “Why didn’t you
think you’d ﬁnd any blood?”
“It was so hot the blood was
evaporating...even where we
marked droplets of blood at
the scene [where the body was
found], some droplets had dissipated,” Kent said.
“You can’t say if they were
there before?”
“No.”
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Witnesses testify

Shannon Rice

Keyvone Williams testiﬁed
he was smoking marijuana
behind a tree 10 feet away
when the ﬁght occurred. He
said Taylor was holding Waller
from behind when Harding
thrust his blade into his chest.
“(Waller) bent over holding his
arms around himself.”
In an effort to discredit the
witness, Jackson asked Williams about a letter he sent to
another man telling him what
to say at the trial.
“No, that was the truth...He
was blackmailing me,” Williams replied.
Jackson also noted that
Williams gave three different
versions of events to police.
“When did you ﬁrst talk to
police?” he asked.
“When people were going
around saying I stabbed Maurice,” Williams replied.
In Taylor’s testimony about
events leading up to the altercation, he said Waller went to his
car and got a pair of “shears”
and came up to him “swinging.” Taylor demonstrated how
he grabbed the older man and
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held him from behind. He saw
Harding swinging at him, but
didn’t know he had a knife and
was stabbing him. “I just saw
Karlide swing. I couldn’t see”
if there was anything in his
hand. “He said, ‘I think I got
him, I think I got him,’” Taylor
testiﬁed.
He said Waller went down
but then got back up.
Jackson accused both Williams and Taylor of telling three
different stories to police. He
portrayed his client as innocent
and pointed to Taylor as the
one who allegedly committed
the crime sometime after the
party, based on the testimony
of the home owners.
The Joneses said there were
about 100 people at the yard
party and that it ended around
12:30 a.m. because of the
altercation. They said Waller
showed no signs of injury or
pain.
Jackson asked speciﬁcally
about the wound above his
eyebrow, but they said they did
not notice anything. (After the
trial, Kent stated the wound
above the victim’s brow went
unnoticed until close examination by the medical examiner.)
At this point, Derek Jones’s
story deviated from his wife’s
version. Derek Jones described
how he walked Waller to his car
and guided him out between
the parked cars. In her version, Racheal Jones said she
watched as Waller tried to get
his daughter into his car before
driving off and that Derek
Jones was on the other side
of the house breaking up the
party at that time.
Both witnesses testiﬁed that
while they were cleaning up
around 2 a.m., Taylor arrived
back at the house, walking
from the direction of where
Waller’s body was later found.
Taylor was out of breath and
they noticed he had changed
his clothes from what he wore
to the party. He told them he
came back to apologize for the
ﬁght.
Neither Cunningham nor
Konkle challenged the different versions of events nor did
they ask any other questions of
the Joneses.

Accused testiﬁes
Karlide Harding took the
stand and said he did not kill
Waller. In a soft-spoken voice
he denied he stabbed Waller
“...even by accident. I thought
he was going to hurt me so
I pulled out my razor-blade
knife. Walt held him, but I
didn’t stab him.” Harding said
they “tussled” while he had his
razor-blade knife in his hand.
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“Then why tell police you
stabbed him?” asked Jackson.
“I didn’t know at the time,
but now I know I didn’t,”
Harding said.
“Did not cut him on the face
or arms?”
“No.”
Harding said he lied to
police because they were yelling at him. He drove Taylor
home because he was drunk.
He stayed about 20 minutes
before going home around
1:45 a.m.
Konkle’s only questions on
cross examination were about
the three versions of the story
he told police.
“I was scared at ﬁrst. I didn’t
know what was going on,” said
Harding.
The jury was given the
options of ﬁnding Harding
guilty of second degree murder,
manslaughter,
involuntary
manslaughter or not guilty. A

second-degree murder charge
carried a sentence of between
ﬁve and 40 years.
Harding still faces charges
of attempted abduction and
felony vandalism involving
another victim.The alleged
vandalism occurred after the
party. He continues to be
held in the Northern Neck
Regional Jail pending a bond
hearing.

Post trial comments
After the trial, jurors questioned why the Commonwealth
did not present any photographs of the crime scene.
Kent explained crime scene
photos are used to help jurors
better understand the case.
According to Kent, a key
prosecution witness, Amber
Cantrell, could not be called
to testify because she stayed
in the courtroom throughout
the trial. According to police
reports, Cantrell received text

messages about the murder
from Harding hours before the
body was discovered.
A Verizon representative
who was to verify Harding’s
text messages to Cantrell was
not called as well as two additional investigators who were
present when the accused confessed, according to Kent.
Several Waller family members were present for the trial
that went on until 8:30 p.m.
The victim’s sister, Lisa
Waller, said she was very disappointed. “The Commonwealth’s case was sloppy. They
didn’t put any effort into it. I
just don’t understand.”
When contacted, Cunningham declined to comment
about the uncalled witnesses
or the trial.
“The jurors have spoken
and our concerns go out to the
victim’s family,” Cunningham
said.

Petitions show some folks still upset
continued from page A1

“All we wanted was to show
council that people are upset
over the cost and how it was
done,” said Steve Bonner, one of
the citizens behind the petition.
The Rappahannock Record
examined the petitions and
attempted to match the names to
a 2012 list of registered voters.
However, many names were not
legible even when printed.
The petition contained no
information for veriﬁcation, such
as addresses or phone numbers.
There were three different
versions presented to the mayor.
The petition for business owners
states the property will create
a parking problem, the facility
is too large and expensive and
suggests remodeling the current
facility. It also notes concern
about the town having to raise
taxes.
The petition for residents
demands that council withdraw
the contract and put a limit of
$250,000 on remodeling the current town hall. It states the Bay
Trust site lacks adequate parking
and vehicle access, needs costly
renovatations for town use,
costs too much, and that council should use the town planning commission when planning
major capital improvements.
One residential petition had
additional verbage that said,
“Indicates you would like to see
a new ofﬁce on the Town Centre
lot for $450,000 or less.”
Because both residential
petitions began with, “We the
undersigned registered voters
in the Town of Kilmarnock...”
the legible names were matched
against the town’s 946 registered
voters. Of the 348 signatures on
the resident’s petition, 168 could
be identiﬁed as registered voters
in Kilmarnock. That represents
17.7% of the town’s voting population.
Some names appear on the
petitions more than once and
some “signatures” indicated they
were taken over the phone or
signed by someone else. Meadows’ name could not be identiﬁed on the petition.
The business petition carried
72 signatures. Many were not
legible, and some were signed by
employees and not the owners.

Comments
Spot calls to petition signers
showed multiple people were
upset about the purchase and
indicated it would raise their

taxes.
Eric Cornwell, owner of
River Glass on Irvington Road,
expressed displeasure at the
price and the process of buying
it behind closed doors. “And
there’s no place to park. Where
are they going to park the police
cars?” Cornwell asked.
George Nichels agreed.
“There was no negotiation. The
petition we signed said there
was no appraisal and our taxes
will go up,” he said.
“I talked to several people
who told me the reason they
signed it was they didn’t want
their taxes to go up,” said councilwoman Mae Umphlett.
Councilwoman
Rebecca
Nunn said she also talked to
several residents who were told
their taxes were going to go
up as a result of the purchase.
“Others told me that two men
came to their houses and told
them if they didn’t sign it their
taxes would go up. Some were

told that if they did sign it,
they would not have to pay any
taxes...other misrepresentations
were made (when) people were
told the committee did not negotiate with the bank and that there
was no parking—all false. A
few elderly people told me they
signed because they felt intimidated.”
According to Bonner, about
six or seven people carried the
petition around. They didn’t ask
people to put down an address
or phone number “...because it
was one more thing you had to
do,” he explained.
“I’ve had success with other
petitions, such as the one on the
Harris Road propane and when
the post ofﬁce started closing at 12 o’clock and getting
them to stay open,” he said. “It
was just to show the reluctancy
some people had of coming
to the town ofﬁce” to express
their objection, he said. “It’s no
shame in council listening.”

Help: Caring for loved ones
TOPPING—The Alzheimer’s Association recently announced an
upcoming education program.
“What Happens When I Can No Longer Care For My Loved One at
Home?” will be offered from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 14 at Harmony
Grove Baptist Church at 7722 General Puller Highway in Topping.
One of the greatest fears for any family caregiver is the day when
they are no longer able to care for their loved one 24 hours a day,
seven days a week on their own, said Ellie Galloway of the Alzheimer’s Association. Who will they call on, how can they move their loved
one to a facility, how can they take a break and care for themselves and
their loved one at the same time?
While all those decisions don’t have to be addressed today, understanding what resources and options are available in the home and in
the community can ease anxiety and assist in creating a plan to meet
family needs, said Galloway. This program will feature a panel of six
professionals explaining from A-Z the care options, how to pay for it,
and how to manage the grief and guilt while making informed decisions.
Respite care will be available on-site for loved ones with dementia,
she added. Reservations for respite must be made by May 8. Lunch
will be provided by Commonwealth Assisted Living.
This program is free and open to the public. Reservations are
required. Call 695-9382, or email ellie.galloway@alz.org.

Clearpool
Pools and Spas
Now scheduling pool openings for
Summer season 2013!
Worry-free Summer maintenance plans available.
Enjoy a safe and healthy swimming season.
Water testing and diagnostics done on site.
Certiﬁed by National Swimming Pool Foundation,
licensed and Insured.

(804)335-4570

The Northern Neck’s first big gun, knife and
militaria show will be held May 4th and 5th at
the Expoland Building in Warsaw
(former Warsaw Buy Rite Building).
Sat. 9 to 5 ● Sun. 9 to 4

Our vendors will be selling handmade knives, guns
(old and new), homemade beef jerky, militaria items,
ammunition and other related articles.

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Come and enjoy the first show
of its kind in the Northern Neck.
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CIP budget advances
to Lancaster supervisors
by Audrey Thomasson

United Daughters of the Confederacy Virginia Division Fifth
District chairman Jean Frawner, places a ﬂag at the grave of
Nora Moore George during a dedication ceremony marking
her gravestone with the UDC Real Daughter emblem. Photo
by Audrey Thomasson.

Real Daughter of the
Confederacy recognized
KILMARNOCK—On April 17, a United Daughter of the
Confederacy Real Daughter Marker was dedicated to honor
Nora Moore George. The marker includes her father’s name,
James Pope Moore, reported Lancaster County chapter president
Jo Ann Fickling.
Private James Pope Moore served in Company G, 15th Regiment Virginia Cavalry, said Fickling. The ceremony was held at
Woodlawn Cemetery in Kilmarnock.
Attending were George’s children, Peggy Davis and her
family; Leah Pittman and her son and W. Jerald George and his
wife. Also attending were many family friends and neighbors,
the Lancaster County Chapter UDC, Virginia Division Fifth District chairman Jean Frawner, Past Virginia president and honorary president of general Betty Giragosian.
Frawner performed the dedication ceremony and unveiled
the marker, chaplain Betty Christopher had a scripture reading,
a prayer for the people of Boston and benediction. Dr. Cheryl
Davis sang “The Lord’s Prayer” and Virginia Burgess read “Why
I’m a Daughter of the Confederacy.” The attendees were quite
moved when great-granddaughter Heather Davis Oliver read
memories of her great-grandmother. After the dedication everyone was invited for refreshments.

M

LANCASTER—County planners last week unanimously recommended a $618,865 capital
improvement project budget for
the ﬁscal year beginning July
1, 2013. Projects in Lancaster
schools would receive the bulk of
the funding at $444,865.
There were no comments
during a public hearing.
The school division seeks
$127,500 to add security measures at each school, including
new entry doors, card-key entry
systems and additional surveillance cameras.
Emergency Management Service seeks $29,000 to cover half
the cost of two cardiac monitors
with grant funding making up the
other half of the nearly $60,000
expense.
The school division seeks
$72,365 to fund half the high
school gym ﬂoor replacement.
The ﬂoor was damaged by a
water leak and the other half will
be covered by insurance.
Other projects include $30,000
for EMS’s back-up Advance
Life Support response vehicle;
$57,000 for the sheriff’s ofﬁce to
purchase a used crime scene command vehicle; $80,000 to replace
HVAC systems at the middle
school; $165,000 for voice over

IP telecommunications system
for all the schools; and $58,000
to repair the mortar at the old jail
house which is part of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum.
The measure will go to the
board of supervisors for consideration in May.
In other business, planners
unanimously
recommended
amendments to Chapter Six of the
Comprehensive Plan dealing with
public facilities, infrastructure and
services.
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18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

Visit the Irvington Farmer’s Market

The 2013 Kick-Off Is Saturday, May 4th
Welcome back to the Market Virginia Living Magazine named the Best Farmers Market on Virginia’s
East Coast. Visit our returning artisans and the new vendors our Market’s Manager, Joyce Bombay,
KDVZRUNHGKDUGWROLQHXS(QMR\DIXQ¿OOHGPRUQLQJRQWKH,UYLQJWRQ&RPPRQVDQGVWUROODPRQJ
WKHYHQGRUVVHOOLQJDUWLVDQFKHHVHVKRPHPDGHEUHDGVPHDWVDQGVHDIRRG<RX¶OO¿QGSOHQW\RI
SURGXFHÀRZHUVSODQWVDQGKDQGPDGHJRRGV%URZVHEHDXWLIXODUWZRUNDQGMHZHOU\WRR
Total Commitment returns to give our lives a “sound track”. The fun runs from 9am -1pm with great food,
including new options, remember to shop local. Well-trained dogs with human companions are welcome.
Brought to you by the Village Improvement Association
Copyright @Cook 2013

Memories, by Heather Davis Oliver

y great-grandmother, “No-No” as we called her, loved
her family, but most importantly she loved people. If
she were here today she would hug everyone around—this
is probably one of my fondest memories of her. She was
always there for everyone, especially for giving out her
famous hugs.
She was a great cook, she loved to sing, and she enjoyed
her long-lived life. She was proud of her roots and would
be thrilled with excitement for what we are doing today.
She would not have wanted this today, but it is an historical
event that should not go without being recognized.
Having someone in the family so close to my generation
really makes me more aware of our heritage and the history
associated with it. We also tend to realize just how important
our foremothers and forefathers are, for they truly paved the
way.
This occasion is so important because we are commemorating the importance of keeping the United Daughters of
the Confederacy bloodline alive and well. We need to leave
today not only with your greatest memory of our beloved
“No-No,” but also we need not forget the true reason for our
gathering here today. Making known our soldiers and their
children, such as Nora, is as important as the event itself.
The United Daughters of the Confederacy used to be a
group that my grandma and others were in, but now I realize it is a part of their lives that no one can take away from
them. This is not just a group of people, who meet monthly,
weekly, or what have you, this is a group of people who have
a common ancestry and do not want to forget it.
It is a privilege and honor for those involved with this
organization and I am proud to say that my great-grandmother was a true Daughter of the Confederacy. So I urge
you today to think about what your ancestors did for you that
you are not properly recognizing, and take part in remembering not to forget.

Fund established to help
family recover from fire
KILMARNOCK—The Saunders Relief Fund has been set up
at Bank of Lancaster to assist Tom and Sylvia Saunders in the
loss of their home due to ﬁre April 21.
If anyone would like to make a donation, make checks payable
to: The Saunders Relief Fund, c/o Bank of Lancaster, ATTN:
Hazel Farmer, P.O. Box 1869, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
You may mail the check or drop it off at any Bank of Lancaster
ofﬁce, said vice president and marketing ofﬁcer Kylie Bransford.

 
 
   
  
Saturday, April 27
6-10 pm
orse Races  Poker  Black Jack  Texa
T s Hold’em  Roulette  Craps
Give It Y
Your Best Shot Putting To
T urnament and Win $10,000 Putting 50'

$50 Per Person

Includes Food and Drink, Prize Tickets and $10,000 in Casino Chips.

d ance ticket sales only.
dv
y Tickets may
a be purchased at the BGCNN office located at 517
North Main Street in Kilmaarnock, online at w w w.bgcnn.ccom, or by calling 804-435-9696.

NEWS BREAK
N Citizenship award
The board of directors of the Northumberland Association
for Progressive Stewardship (NAPS) recently opened nominations for the 2013 Distinguished Northumberland Citizen Award
(DNCA).
The award honors an individual, team, organization, or business that advances NAPS’ goals, to improve water quality, foster
and preserve a rural atmosphere, promote and monitor land use
policies, encourage economic growth to promote jobs and cooperate with others towards these goals.
Submit detailed descriptions of nominee’s efforts to Millar at
529-9870, or rmillar@earthlink.net, by May 15.

Proceeds benefi
e t th
t e Boys
o and Girls Club oof the No
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ADVERTISE

  s 22ECORDCOM
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 27th
11 am to 2 pm
From left are Sherrie Hogge of Chesapeake Bank,Tracey Pastella of Chesapeake Bank, Cherie
Stone of The Laurel Shelter, Sandy Longest of The Haven, Amy Mitchem of Chesapeake Bank,
Pat Lewis of Chesapeake Bank, Kim Edmonds of Chesapeake Bank.

Bank departments raise shelter funds
T

he Human Resources, Audit & Compliance Departments of Chesapeake Bank
recently underwent a three-month-long fundraising marathon, which resulted in an over
$3,000 donation to the Laurel and The Haven
shelters.
Fundraising activities ranged from Valen-

tine Sweet Treats to Super Bowl and Easter
rafﬂes and clothing and paper product drives
to a grand ﬁnale of a St. Patrick’s Day lunch
graciously donated by Rappahannock General
Hospital.
All funds raised were matched by Chesapeake Bank.

Master Oyster Gardeners
course coming July 13 & 20
GLOUCESTER POINT—
Tidewater Oyster Gardeners
Association (TOGA) and the
Virginia Institute of Marine
Science (VIMS) will conduct
a Master Oyster Gardeners
course July 13 and 20.
This course is patterned
after the Virginia Cooperative Extension Ofﬁce’s Master
Gardeners, explained TOGA
president Brian Wood. It is an
effort to train oyster gardeners to a greater depth about
the Virginia oyster, its diseases
and predators, and successful methods for growing them
from your dock.
Participants must agree to
attend all sessions of the course,
should have been growing oysters for at least one year, and
have a VMRC permit for oyster
gardening.
The fee is $130 for TOGA
members and $140 for others.
Some scholarships are available. Class size is limited to 20
people. The application deadline is May 1. For applications,
visit oystergardener.org.
Master Oyster Gardeners
assist new gardeners in locating sites, evaluating water
conditions, choosing growing
methods and in ﬁnding supplies and oyster seed appropriate for their growing sites, said
Wood.

EVERYTHING YOU VALUE

Participants will learn the anatomy of an oyster.

The course begins in the
lecture halls and laboratories
of VIMS, and is taught by faculty and staff of the institute,
he said. A session on the biology of the Virginia Oyster is
conducted with stereo microscopes and an open oyster, still
alive, so that its anatomy may
be observed and internal parts
identiﬁed by each participant.
Other sessions include diseases that have confronted the
oyster industry on the East
Coast, predators and non-predators that may be encountered
in local waters and worldwide
oyster aquaculture.
Practical sessions teach students how to build and evalu-

ate different growing containers, and how to suit them to the
environment of the particular
growing site. Another session
addresses Virginia’s approach
allowing and encouraging
oyster aquaculture by noncommercial growers. Shellﬁsh
sanitation and the Virginia
Health Department take a large
teaching load, in helping students learn to safeguard their
oysters from local contamination of waterways, and how to
purge them, if necessary.
The
Virginia
Marine
Resources Commission covers
a detailed session on permits
that are required for oyster
gardening.

Utility’s foundation announces
$275, 000 in environmental grants
Area projects
are on the list
RICHMOND—Dozens of
environmental groups in Virginia
will share $500,000 in grants this
year from the charitable arm of
Dominion Resources, the parent
company of Dominion Virginia
Power, to preserve wetlands,
plant trees, monitor water quality
and more.
The ﬁrst wave of grants from
The Dominion Foundation,
$275,000, will go out this month
to 17 organizations. A listing
is available at https://www.
dom.com/about/community/
pdf/spring-2013-env-grantsawarded.pdf . A second wave of

environmental grants goes out
later this year, starting in October.
“Providing grants for environmental projects is one of
the mainstays of our corporate
giving program,” said Paul
Koonce, chief executive ofﬁcer
of Dominion Virginia Power.
“We know supplying electric
power affects our world, so we
focus on obeying environmental laws and regulations, operating our units efﬁciently and
giving back to our communities.”
Grants are funded from corporate proﬁts, not customer bills.
Grants included:
s   FOR &RIENDS OF THE
Rappahannock in Fredericksburg, to prevent polluted runoff

BRING MORE COMFORT
TO YOUR WORLD AND
GET UP TO $1,350
CASH BACK*.

through rainscapes.
s   FOR THE .ORTHERN
Neck Land Conservancy in Lancaster to preserve Chesapeake
Bay waterways and land.
s   FOR THE 2OBERT %
Lee Memorial Association in
Stratford for nature trails.
s   FOR 4HE -ENOKIN
Foundation in Warsaw for a
watershed edcuation program.
Over the past 10 years, Dominion’s total environmental giving
has reached $17.4 million.
The company’s charitable
giving focuses on the environment, energy conservation and
energy assistance, education,
neighborhood revitalization and
direct human services, such as
food banks, homeless shelters
and free medical clinics.

(804) 580-7107
Shop Local

Announcing a new
loan production office in Hartfield.
Grand Opening Celebration on May 17 th
12 until 4 p.m.
We’re The Bank of One-on-One, treating customers like
neighbors and giving them great mortgages. That’s our creed.
Now, we’ll do the same in Middlesex County. Come by our
new loan production office on May 17th from 12 until 4pm –
we’re having a grand opening party with food, refreshments
and door prizes. We’ll be happy to shake your hand,
because that’s how we do business.

10880 General Puller Highway
(804) 776-1050

The Bank of You.
BankOfLancaster.com

25off $25off

$

Contract Price Per System
For New Customers Who Sign
A Service Agreement

A Service Call For
New Customers
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Kay Snow
Residential Lending Assistant

Robert H. Fleet, III
Vice President

Brenda VanGieson
Residential Loan Specialist
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Event organizers
say Spring Affair
is a huge success

James Glenn Evans Jr.

Juanita May Richardson

CRIME SOLVERS
The Lancaster County Crime
Solvers this week seeks information on the whereabouts of two
individuals.
James Glenn Evans Jr., 22, is
wanted for failure to appear on
payment of ﬁne/cost and restitution of three bad checks.
He is described as a white
male with brown eyes and black
hair. He is 6 feet 3 inches tall
and weighs 300 pounds. His
last known address is 423 East
Church Street, Apartment #5,
Kilmarnock.
Juanita May Richardson, 48, is
wanted for probation violation.

She is described as a white
female with brown eyes and
hair. She is 5 feet 8 inches tall
and weighs 157 pounds. Her
last known address is 16007
Gary Avenue, Chester.
Report information on
either of these people to Lancaster County Crime Solvers
at 462-7463.
You do not have to give your
name or appear in court. All
your information will be kept
conﬁdentual. If your information is useful to law enforcement you could receive a
reward up to $1,000.

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The board of supervisors will hold a
public hearing today, April 25, on an application to modify conditions of an approved special exception for Chesapeake Hospital Corporation.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the administration building
in Lancaster.
The Virginia Department of Transportation will hold a public
hearing on the six-year plan for the secondary road system.

WHITE STONE—The annual
Spring Affair fundraiser for the
White Stone Woman’s Club April
11 included a fashion show, luncheon and game afternoon. It was
enjoyed by over 70 participants,
reported publicity chairman
Sharon Colston of the WSWC.
The event began with tea and
biscuits as guests gathered, said
Colston. A fashion show, with
delightful spring outﬁts, from
Pearl’s Clothing and accessories store was directed by store
owner Tammy Brock. Ginger
Philbrook introduced the
models and described each
coordinated outﬁt.
The fashions were modeled
by Cathy Baumhardt, Jane
Jones, Barbara Makin, Mary
Nivin Stover and Colston, she
said. The luncheon included
salad, ﬁnger sandwiches, fruit
cups and an amazing assortment of desserts.
Following the luncheon, 10
guests received door prizes
donated by merchants and
club supporters, said Colston.
Donations came from Bentley’s Grill, Bonner’s Florist,
The Box Maggie’s, The River
Market and Anita Shawver.
Event coordinators Betsy
Johnson and Ann Harris
thanked the many persons
who made the event possible. WSWC president Ruth
McClean stated this was one
of the most successful and fun
events ever held in support of
student scholarships.

NEWS BREAK
N Hazardous and electronics waste collections
Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District and Virginia Cooperative Extension staff will operate household hazardous waste and electronics waste collection stations May 18 in
Lancaster and Northumberland.
In the morning, they will be at the White Point Drive convenience site near Kilmarnock for Lancaster residents. In the afternoon, they will move to the Horsehead convenience site on Northumberland Highway for Northumberland residents.

Carol Hutton

Carol Hutton
offers insight
on Philadelphia
Flower Show
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Garden Club met Tuesday, April 16, at Kilmarnock
Baptist Church, where former
club president Carol Hutton presented “Behind the Scenes at the
Philadelphia Flower Show.”
Drawing on her experiences as
an exhibitor and as a volunteer,
Hutton presented pictures and
told vivid stories of the 171-yearold show that draws thousands of
spectators to Philadelphia each
year, reported Brownie Watkins.
Club president Daria Lowe
conducted a business meeting and horticulture chairman
Jeanne Rosenwald announced
the judges’ results for members
who submitted a spring ﬂower
design.

Invites you to attend
of the
FREE ADMISSION
featuring

. Miller D.D.S.
Eric N
®

"0ME7JSHJOJB4USFFUt6SCBOOBtXXXFSJDNJMMFSEETDPN

(804) 758-1103

W E LCO M I N G N E W PAT I E N T S

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES
"EWBODFE$PTNFUJDBOE(FOFSBM%FOUJTUSZt*NQMBOUT
5FFUI8IJUFOJOHt1FSNBOFOUBOE$PNQMFY5PPUI3FQMBDFNFOU

6:00PM - 11:00PM

Julius Pittman Revival
Multiple Food Vendors
Soft Serve Ice Cream
Creative Craft Vendors
For details- www.SmithPointSeaRescue.com

Shop Local Day Lancaster: 4. 27.13
Chesapeake Bank and the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce are teaming up with area businesses to promote
Shop Local Day on Saturday, April 27th. Participating merchants displaying The Buck Stays Here decal will offer hard-to-resist
discounts. So, not only will shopping locally save you money, but when the buck stays here, we’re recirculating money in our
community to create a stronger and more prosperous local economy. And, if you’re serious about shopping, you’re going to need
WKHULJKWJHDU3LFNXS\RXUIUHH6KRS/RFDOVKRSSLQJEDJDWDQ\&KHVDSHDNH%DQNEUDQFKRUWKH&KDPEHURIÀFH$OVRYLVLWWKH
Chesapeake Bank booth at the Irvington Farmers Market on the Irvington Commons May 4th for free Shop Local giveaways.
Find the latest Shop Local information, including merchant discounts, at blog.chesbank.com or at your nearest branch.
SM

©2013 Chesapeake Bank Member FDIC

IT’S ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY.

SM

A6

CommunityForum

Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Mrs.Thatcher
stood on principle

by Robert Mason Jr.
In case you are one of the
lucky rivernecks to acquire
a new boat this spring, we’re
here to help you name it.
The we, of course, is me
and the internet.
From BoatUS, the most
popular boat names for 2012
are:
s )SLAND 4IME
s 3EAS THE $AY
s )TS !BOUT 4IME
s ,IBERTY
s 3ERENDIPITY
s 3ECOND 7IND
s $OLCE 6ITA
s !QUAHOLIC
s 4HE 'OOD ,IFE
s .AUTI "UOY
From Cool Boat Names, the
Top 10 are:
s !QUAHOLIC
s $ESTINY
s (AKUNA -ATATA
s (APPY (OURS
s +NOT 7ORKING
s ,IFE IS 'OOD
s 0LAN "
s 0URA 6ITA
s 2EEL 4IME
s 3ECOND 7IND
From First Boat, the Top
10 are:
s 3ERENITY
s (APPY /URS
s &EELIN .AUTI
s &AMILY 4IME
s ,IBERTY
s "LACK 0EARL
s !NDIAMO
s +NOT /N #ALL
s (IGH -AINTENANCE
s *UST #HILLIN
From iBoats.com, where
boaters submit the best boat
names they have ever seen,
and they aren’t necessarily
the 10 best (more like the ﬁrst
10 I came too that are suitable for a family publication),
comes:
s !YUH  3UNKHAZE -AIneiac.
s DB ZERO DECIBELS 
s 3UNDAYS -ONEY
alledgedly the name of Dale
Earnhardt’s boat in Palm
Beach, Fla.
s -4 0OCKETS
s /UTDOOR 2ECESS
s /N $ELIVERY
s 9ES $EAR
s $UMB AND $UMBER
s 0UDDLE *UMPER
s -EALS ON 2EELS
From Ask Jeeves, where
you can ﬁnd clever, funny,
registered, unusual, great,
popular, best and documented
lists of boat names, we have:
s "ANANA "OAT
s )RISH 7AKE
s !T %AZ
s -ULLET /VER
s !LMOST (OME
s ,ITTLE $IPPER
s 0ERFECT &ORM
s !LOAN AGAIN
s 0LAYBUOY
s 3HIP HAPPENS
Or you could always name
it after your best girl; or your
best dog. Happy Sailing!

April 25, 2013
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

“Coasting” reﬂection captured at dusk.

Photo by Robert Becker
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

When it was announced
former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher died, the
ﬁrst picture that came to mind
was of her and President Ronald
Reagan standing together, both
literally and philosophically.
They both spoke and acted
against terrorism and they
both believed less government
meant more individual freedom and opportunity.
She forever changed the way
the British government treated
the citizens and how the citizens viewed themselves.
Prior to Mrs. Thatcher, the
British economy was operated
in a socialist manner. The government either owned or operated most industry prior to her
election. She sold to private
enterprise those industries.
The monarchy that ruled by
class no longer controlled who
was successful. The result was
a more robust economy with
more opportunities for individuals.
Individuals were responsible
for themselves which meant
greater freedom. She understood that when government
takes charge, individual freedom is diminished.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

C

ongress’s work continued this week as
we grappled with the aftermath of a
horriﬁc terrorist attack in Boston.
As I spent the days in Washington, my
mind was often with those in Boston, and
also those at home in Montross. When
something horriﬁc happens, your heart
immediately turns to be with those you
love, to be close with those you care about.
That is what’s truly great about Virginia,
our strong communities who support each
other in times of need. In the wake of tragedy, we pray for those affected but we also
look to how to prevent such tragedy in the
future, and how to make our communities safer. Please continue to share your
thoughts with me in the weeks and months
ahead.
The federal budgeting process for ﬁscal
year 2014 continued April 10 as President
Obama submitted his budget request to
Congress. While I do not support the president’s call for more tax hikes, I am at least

encouraged by his willingness to entertain
the idea of implementing smart reforms to
the autopilot spending programs
Without efforts to preserve these programs, they are set to go bankrupt. I am
hopeful separate budget proposals from
the House, Senate, and the president represent a shift toward real debate.
On April 11, the House Armed Services
Committee held a hearing in which Pentagon leaders, including Chuck Hagel, the
Secretary of Defense, and General Martin
Dempsey, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, discussed the budget request from
the Department of Defense.
As chairman of the readiness subcommittee, I am fully committed to ensuring
that our men and women are prepared. I
also was pleased to have the opportunity
to question Secretary Hagel on the administration’s proposal of another round of
Base Realignment and Closure. The most
recent round of BRAC, in 2005, was ini-

tially expected to cost $21 billion, and is
now estimated to cost $35 billion.
Secretary Hagel told me I am “asking
the right question,” but he reiterated his
support for the administration’s BRAC
proposal.
A BRAC round would tie up additional
funds that could otherwise be used to support our military and to ensure that our
global defense strategy is implemented
effectively. Our nation and our military
simply cannot afford BRAC at the current
time.
In addition to legislative debate on the
House ﬂoor and several Natural Resources
Committee hearings, I participated in hearings this week with leaders from the Navy
and Marine Corps to discuss the Department of the Navy’s FY14 budget request.
I chaired a readiness subcommittee hearing in which Army leaders discussed their
views on Army readiness now and in the
future.

We would all do well to
remember one of her famous
statements “The trouble with
socialism is that sooner or later
you run out of other people’s
money.”
Britain and the world lost a
leader who stood on principle,
rather than political correctness.
Al Hall,
Reedville

Volunteers lift up
our community
“If you want to lift yourself
up, lift up someone else.”
Following the advice of
Booker T. Washington has
helped lift up countless people
and create more resilient communities around the world.
This National Volunteer
Week, April 21-27, the River
Counties Chapter and Northumberland Chapter of the
American Red Cross celebrate
their dedicated volunteers and
partners, the people who have
powered the American Red
Cross for more than a century.
Each year, the chapter volunteers bring food, shelter,
comfort and hope to over
40 local families faced with
rebuilding after a house ﬁre or
storm.
Red Cross volunteers teach
ﬁrst aid, CPR, swimming,
babysitting, and other lifesaving courses. They staff community fairs to urge neighbors
to learn these vital skills and
organize celebrations to recognize people who use their Red
Cross training to save lives.
Volunteers support blood
drives that help save lives
every day. And they provide
services to members of the
military, veterans and their
families, including communications linking service members to their loved ones during
an emergency.
The chapters need people
who can offer support in a
disaster, work in the ofﬁce,
staff booths and organize
events. To volunteer, visit
www.redcross.org/support/
volunteer, or contact Julie
Dudley at 435-7669, or Shirley Grant at 580-4933.
Julie Dudley, River Counties
Chapter director, Kilmarnock

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the April 25, 1913,
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

which was played between the Lancaster
and Ottoman teams, on the former’s
Fish And Oyster Notes
court Wednesday afternoon, April 9th
Steamers Bradley and Margaret, of the in which Lancaster was the winner, the
Bellows and Squires works, the former
score being 23 to 8. Of the three games
having ﬁshed two weeks and the latter
played between these teams Lancaster
one, made fairly good catches last week. has won two. This was a very interesting
The National Association of Shell Fish game, and all of the girls are to be comCommissioners is in session this week in plimented for their excellent playing.
Norfolk, attendance representing Atlan- Miskimon
tic Coast, Gulf and Paciﬁc Coast States.
While cleaning her buffet recently,
The ﬁshermen have had but doubtMrs. E. J. Marsh had the misfortune to
ful luck this spring. Early this week,
cut her hand very badly with a piece of
however, some excellent catches were
glass.
reported from about New Point.
Miss Elise Sibley closed her school
Interesting Game Basket Ball
here last week and has returned to her
A large crowd was in attendance to
home in Middlesex County. Miss Sibley
witness the third game of basket ball
made many friends here who hope to see

her back to teach next school session.
Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Marsh, of Kilmarnock, visited here Sunday.
We are glad to state that C. E. Dawson,
who has been sick, has improved enough
to be up.
F. K. Sampson has bought a new
horse.
Beale Kent, of near Rehobeth Church,
recently visited his friend, T. S. Beane.
Misses Homer and Lizzie Crabbe, of
near Heathsville, visited Miss Emma
Marsh Sunday.
Millenbeck

L. T. Rock, Jr., passed through here
last week en route to his home at Litwalton.
H. B. Boughton spent several days

here with friends last week. We were
glad to have him with us for a few days.
Mrs. Ada B. Davenport, of Heathsville, with her brother, W. O. Costin, was
seen here last week on business.
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Cooper, of Baltimore, spent a few days this week at their
summer home at Towles Point.
J. A. Rogers, of Irvington, is spending
a few days this week with relatives here.
Miss Kate George, of Bertrand, is visiting her sister, Mrs. J. M. Robinson, near
Merry Point.
H. P. Hall, of Pinkardsville, was in this
vicinity last week doing ofﬁcial work.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd,
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington
Museum and Library)

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

W

hen my father retired from the legal profession, he devoted the last 14 years of
his life to the exercise of his abiding interest
in gardening. A neighbor once commented
that every living thing he touched jumped into
bloom as he had the greenest thumb of anyone.
In the course of his botanical studies, he began
corresponding with Henry Leuthardt, a nurseryman on Long Island who specialized in fruit
trees and berries.
They never met, and their letters consisted
of my father’s handwritten missives, and Mr.
Leuthardt’s replies, which had been handtyped on what appeared to be a venerable old
typewriter. I am not sure that my father ever
purchased any plants from Mr. Leuthardt, but
he memorized the planting booklet that he sent
him.
Last year I decided to investigate the
Leuthardt Nursery on the Internet in the hope
of getting what my father considered its signature offering, the Atlantic Queen pear. Indeed,
they continue as they did 40 years ago, and
when I telephoned, I spoke with Pat Leuthardt,
Henry’s daughter-in-law, who told me that both
her father-in-law and husband had died, and
that her son was operating the business. When
I asked if he too was a Henry, she said no, that
her son Henry had become a Catholic priest,
and his brother, John, was the present propri-

When I told her that if she
could dig the trees that morning and drive them down
here by 10 p.m., I could get
them planted by midnight,
she realized that I was serious, and I knew I had passed
her litmus test.
etor.
Well, last year I was too late in placing an
order, but I was set on getting some of their
trees this spring. I called several weeks ago,
and spoke with Pat once again. I told her that
I would like two Atlantic Queens and two Liberty apples. She explained that I should need
another apple to cross-pollinate them, and I
told her to pick a good one for that purpose.
The course of our conversation convinced
me that purchasing from the Leuthardt family
is akin to adopting a dog from an animal shelter. Pat asked me if I had any travel plans for
this spring, and when I replied negatively, she
said that was good news, as they should not

wish to send plants that would not be going in
the ground as soon as they arrived. When I told
her that if she could dig the trees that morning and drive them down here by 10 p.m., I
could get them planted by midnight, she realized that I was serious, and I knew I had passed
her litmus test. With the Atlantic Queens, she
asked if I had other pear trees within 60 feet of
the site of the new ones, a necessity for crosspollination. I replied afﬁrmatively, mentioning
old, still productive pears my father had planted
in the 1970s.
I told her that I had many cedar trees, and
every apple I had tried had died a protracted
death from Cedar-Apple rust, thus my interest
in the Liberty species, the name deriving from
its being free from many of the viruses that
beset apple trees. Pat said that John would call
me as soon as they started digging, to let me
know what was available. I gave her my credit
card number, and a week later John telephoned
to say that he was putting the order in shape,
and had some nice trees for me. Both he and
his mother were interested that four decades
later I was activating my father’s plan for a
small orchard.
A few more days and Pat emailed that the
trees were on their way, and informed me of the
amount charged to my account. John had said
the trees should arrive the following Monday or

Tuesday, and precisely as he stated, they came
on Tuesday. I did my part and into the ground
they went, following the information that came
in an updated version of Henry Leuthardt’s
booklet that Pat sent me, hand-addressed and
mailed, with her personal sticky note.
Today, ﬁve Henry Leuthardt fruit trees are
growing in our yard after a protracted wait
from the time Nixon was president. Most
importantly, the Leuthardt family has continued, expanded and enriched the legacy of their
forbearer. The plants that they have raised for
two, three or four years are their spiritual, if not
biological, children, and they focus their business on ﬁnding good homes for them. When
they ask questions reminiscent of a girl’s father
asking a prospective beau what his intentions
are, they are manifesting the great concern and
care they have for their plants.
When our order arrived the packaging was
put together with precision accuracy, and true
to John’s word the trees had buds on them. As a
modern Luddite who eschews talking to computers and pressing numbers when trying to
speak with a human being on the telephone, the
joy of dealing with real people who have justiﬁable pride in their product brings one back to
the traditions that have made America great. I
can hardly wait to bite into the ﬁrst pears and
apples.
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YOUR LETTERS
Analyzing the
proposed school
budget increase
I’ve attended all school
board and budget meetings.
The budget process was open,
information freely available
and well presented. There are
some real needs, but they are
cloaked in growing overhead.
Let me be clear, I’m for Lancaster schools.
The school board is requesting $420,001 for 2014, or a
4% increase. There are four
difﬁculties with this request.
First, we’re living in a 1– 2%
world. Military pay raise is 1%.
Inﬂation was 1.9% in 2012 and
is 1.5 % YTD. This request is
more than twice inﬂation. Virginia recommended a 2% pay
raise for teachers.
Second, the superintendent
says that Lancaster is a rich
county. But re-assessment
leaves Lancaster 25% poorer
as property values dropped. Dr.
Lukich does not own property
in Lancaster and thus has ‘no
skin in the game.’
Third is management efﬁciency. Our governor recommended a 2% raise for teachers. School board added 1%
and included administrators.
Bob Smart says 15 managers or
staff earn over $100,000 each.
Member McCann said nine
teachers were let go last year.
On March 11, the superintendent said “no cuts to administration.” Well, there are no cuts,
but he requests more overhead
with a new dean of students
and another resource ofﬁcer.
Fourth, the consensus of the
school board [4 of 5] is to defer
the hard decisions, request
more money, and kick decision-making up to the board of
supervisors. When the board of
supervisors then acts responsibly as they did last year, they
are blamed for not supporting
the schools and therefore for
any failures at the schools.
The school board request is
too much in this economy. For
example, if they were to go
with governor’s recommended
2% teacher-only pay raise, it
would save $190,793 or 45%
of the current request. Efﬁciencies equal to two equivalent
$100,000 overhead employees
saves another $200,000. No
additional funds required.
George R Bott,
Lancaster

Proﬁts trump
The article, “Small town has
big talk... ,” delineates what’s
been an on-going dialogue
with VDOT on trafﬁc through
a “quaint” town located on
a three-digit numbered state
road; a primary thoroughfare.
This is not a new issue. It’s
also clear the citizens and their

elected leaders need to come
to a consensus on the various
options that have been provided
and make a decision.
The conclusion of the report
refers to Town Council’s 5-0
approval of a plan of development, interestingly this is for
one of the vocal citizens chewing on VDOT. The plan would
allow the developer “to subdivide a ﬁve acre lot...for single
family homes and a duplex...
.”
This could equate to a total of
four units; likely grandfathered
requiring only a single septic
ﬁeld for each unit—”Quaint”
indeed. In the county, only
one residence per ﬁve acres is
permitted and must include a
second reserve septic ﬁeld.
Given Carter’s Creek in the
vicinity of this “quaint” town
has been for years and remains
so polluted from too many poor
performing septic systems, let’s
go and add four more. Fishing in the Corrotoman in the
vicinity of this “quaint” town
remains banned. But then let’s
assure we have our priorities
straight with a 5-0 vote.
Proﬁts trump again?
Dana J. Gilmour,
White Stone

Climate on steroids
Earth Day was April 22. The
name and concept of Earth
Day dates from 1969 when the
primary concerns were preservation of forests and regional
ecosystems.
Today the concerns are
global, and more serious.
The number of climatological
events (extreme temperature,
drought, forest ﬁres) resulting
in major claims has increased
by over 300% since 1980. Similar increases have occurred
due to ﬂoods, landslides and
storms.
These increases have paralleled and are attributed to
increases in carbon dioxide
emissions by humans.
Since 2007 in our state, 9 out
of 10 Virginians lived in federally declared weather-related
disaster areas. Nationally, 11
weather disasters inﬂicted economic damages of $1 billion or
more in 2012.
Every weather event is a
product of a climate system
where global warming “injects
steroids” into the equation.
Like in sports, not every good
play depended on steroids and
not every weather event is outside normal boundaries.
However, the scientiﬁc consensus is that it is virtually certain that hot days will become
hotter and extreme precipitation events will continue to
increase. Storms will become
stronger as more energy and
more moisture are available in
the warming atmosphere. These
will increase and get more seri-

ous as long as CO2 increases in
the atmosphere.
The leading candidate for
mitigating climate change and
reducing future impacts is a
carbon tax. Such a tax ﬁnds
support among conservative
economists because it employs
the power of the free market
to reduce the carbon dioxide emissions that heat up the
planet.
Making the tax revenueneutral, by giving the proceeds
back to the American people,
accomplishes two objectives
conservatives ﬁnd to their
liking: it keeps the government from getting bigger, and
it shields households from the
economic impact of higher
energy costs associated with
the carbon tax.

State militias
Our Constitution’s signers
attached great importance to a
well-regulated militia, granting
the individual states the right to
raise and maintain militias for the
purpose of home defense.
So enduring and successful
was this provision that in the
Civil War, volunteer forces from
Union states far outnumbered

those of our regular army. State
run militia served similarly in the
Spanish-American War. Then,
during World War I, our militias
were federalized as the Army and
Air National Guard, and replaced
by local home guard volunteers
on the domestic front.
By the end of the Cold War,
these volunteer home guards
were wound down, and the states
turned to the National Guard in

their place. Since then, states
retain the right to build and mobilize their own defense forces, to
supplement Homeland Security
and ﬁrst responders in natural
disasters.
The well-regulated militia envisioned by our founding fathers
has survived and grown beyond
their dreams.
Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

THERE ARE INDUSTRY TEST STANDARDS.
AND THEN THERE ARE TRANE STANDARDS.

Gregory T. Haugan, PhD,
Citizens Climate Lobby
Group Leader, Heathsville

Reasonable gun laws
We seem to be caught on what
commonsense means and when
it was ﬁrst uttered. I take the 21st
century view that equates commonsense with what is reasonable.
We can debate what the founding fathers were thinking about
when they penned the second
amendment. I just don’t believe
the document gives all of us the
right to own a machine gun. You
may disagree, but your interpretation isn’t any better than mine.
People will accept facts as
truths only if the facts agree with
what they already believe. We
can’t dispute that 90% of the
GOP senators voted against
keeping guns from dangerous
people, for high capacity magazines and voted against a ban
on assault weapons that was
designed to kill people in war.
These gun control measures
were to strengthen already existing laws and are supported by
most Americans at whatever percentage you want to put on it.
It is impossible to craft a law
now that will have any impact
on something that has already
occurred. But we can try to prevent or lessen the future occurrences.
The desirable outcome most
people are looking for is to keep
guns out of the hands of the
mentally ill, criminals and other
undesirables. If the deaths of our
precious children don’t motivate
us to make changes to strengthen
our existing laws then what is the
tipping point?
Do we value guns and the good
grace of the gun lobby more than
the safety of our children?
Did I miss the election where
the NRA was given responsibility for safety of our children?
Don’t allow lies and false
information to become the order
of the day in our country.
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IT’S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Instant rebate from $100 up to $1,250 valid on qualifying systems
only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Irvington Farmers Market: 5.4.13
Farmers markets are the essential shop local experience, connecting people in our communities on the most fundamental level.
They offer opportunities to purchase seasonal, fresh vegetables and fruit from local farmers; handcrafted wares from area
artisans; handmade soap; melt-in-your-mouth cheese and fresh-baked bread; and so much more. So, in this spirit, Chesapeake
Bank and the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce invite you to join them at the Irvington Farmers Market on the
Irvington Commons May 4th. Stop by our Shop Local booth and pick up free giveaways while supplies last. And remember,
when the buck stays here, we’re recirculating money in our community to create a stronger and more prosperous local economy.
Find the latest Shop Local information, including merchant discounts, at blog.chesbank.com or at your nearest branch.
©2013 Chesapeake Bank Member FDIC

IT’S ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY.
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Spring is in the air; so are the ospreys

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows a White Stone baseball team behind the school. It is believed to
be from the ‘30s or ‘40s, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you
remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS
Flying ﬁsh
escapes the grill

The squirming fish was
just a few feet from our gas
grill. It was lunchtime. I was
hungry. I wondered whether
there was a season for flying
fish.
In the end, “Old Lucky”
got his second chance. Conscience kicked in. He was too
small to keep. I carried him
down the hill to the soothing
water of Moran Creek.
Maybe someday we will
meet again.

Last Sunday my wife, Pat,
and I were working on our
computers when we heard
a loud thud outside. I got
up and walked out to our
screened porch where I heard
a slapping sound.
That was when I spotted
a rockfish flopping up and
down on our wood deck. He
was big enough to filet.
Bill Kopcsak,
Pat joined me on the porch.
Weems
She said that she had watched
two large birds fly over Volunteers help
the house. They must have
been fighting over the fish children learn
and dropped it on our deck.
In honor of Volunteer
Small droplets of blood were Appreciation Week, the staff
leaking from claw marks in at Northumberland Elemenits side.
tary School recognizes the
many community groups
including Reading Partners,
Master Gardeners, Canines
Are Reading Ears, ChesaRiver Market
Wine Tasting Friday Night peake Bay Garden Club,
YMCA School To Pool VolWhite Stone
unteers, The Bank of Lan435-1725
caster and Northumberland
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Public Library.
We also recognize individual volunteers Erin Haynie,
April Walker, Mr. and Mrs.
Freddie Hymes, Mrs. Rose,
Mrs. Dameron, Mrs. Myrtle
Phillips, Barbara Clark,
Sandy Kramer, Heather
Woolard, LaToya Bea, Rita
Taylor, Mandy Fletcher,
Michelle Jenkins, Miranda
Moon, Dawn Fisher, Rev.
Bates, Pauline Brann and Mr.
and Mrs. Hamlett.
They all play an integral
role in our daily efforts to
make learning academics and
life skills relevant, interesting, exciting and successful.
Please visit nucps.net
(select
Northumberland
Elementary School) to view
pictures of these wonderful
individuals whose efforts
will forever be appreciated.
Theresa Larsen, assistant
principal, Northumberland
Elementary School

Building a surplus
The recent revelation made
by the finance committee of
the Kilmarnock Town Council that they can now consider maintaining the current
tax rate although property
values have plummeted, and
the proposed tax saving, is
the sign of some more serious issues.
While most welcome by the
town taxpayers, it is becoming clear the town council is
running its affairs just like
all of my teenage children
have done—living in the
moment without regard for
the future.
A true tax reduction based
on the town’s financial needs
should have been instituted
several years ago and just
maybe our property values
would have remained higher
giving our citizens the real
benefit of sound fiscal governance.
The council’s gang of four
have an interesting policy—
they spend money like a
drunken sailor while reducing the taxes—because we
don’t need the money.
R. A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Del. Ransone
to conduct
meeting on
Advertise in the June Rivah! menhaden regs
On newsstands May 23!
SUPER SAVINGS by advertising
in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: May 8
Call the Rappahannock Record
at 435-1701
or the Southside Sentinel
at 758-2328
soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our
Rivah website Special!

Del. Margaret Ransone will
hold a Town Hall meeting
at 6:30 p.m. tonight (April
25) in the Northumberland
Public Library at 7204 Northumberland Highway in
Heathsville.
The topic will focus on the
menhaden industry and new
regulations mandated by the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. She will
be joined by Virginia Marine
Resources
Commissioner
Jack Travelstead and the
McDonnell administration’s
deputy director of external
affairs Christy Morton.
“This is an important
issue to the Commonwealth
and specifically impacts the
families I represent. I want
everyone to be involved and
aware of the actions taking
place,” said Del. Ransone.

by Kathy Reshetiloff
Bay Journal News Service
The warmer temperatures
have brought with them some
familiar Chesapeake icons.
The osprey (Pandion haliaetus)
occurs in nearly every corner
of the globe, but nowhere as
abundantly as on the Chesapeake Bay.
These large brown and white
birds of prey, with wingspans
of four to ﬁve feet, return to
the bay and its many rivers
and creeks every spring from
southern wintering grounds.
Lured here by an abundance
of food, they feed exclusively
on live ﬁsh. Curved, sharp
talons and rough-soled feet
are designed to hold onto slippery ﬁsh. Ospreys soar over
the water or hover on beating
wings to scan for schooling
or spawning ﬁsh. Upon sight
of prey, an osprey folds its
wings tightly, descends swiftly
and plunges feet ﬁrst into the
water. Ospreys are also adept at
scooping ﬁsh near the surface
of the water.
The Chesapeake Bay provides excellent nesting areas
near the water such as duck
blinds, navigation markers,
buoys or man-made nesting
platforms. Offshore structures
offer protection from predators,
like raccoons, and rapid detection and escape from danger.
On land, ospreys may nest in
high trees or on utility poles.
Ospreys ages 3 years or
older usually mate for life, and
will use the same nest site year
after year. A recently reunited
pair will begin the task of
nest building or repair. Spring
courtship marks the beginning
of a ﬁve-month period when
the pair works together to raise
their young.
A clutch of three or four
eggs is laid by the third week
of April. The sheer bulk of the
nest and a depressed center
conserves heat. The eggs, usually mottled cinnamon brown,
are about the size of jumbo
chicken eggs, and must be incubated for nearly ﬁve weeks.
Finally, the eggs yield their
treasures: helpless chicks,
weighing two ounces or less,
that can barely beg for food.
Amazingly, with plenty of ﬁsh,
these balls of ﬂuff will become
soaring acrobats in just eight
weeks.
By late July, most young
Chesapeake ospreys are on the
wing. By the end of August,
both young and adults begin
their southern migration to
wintering grounds in the Caribbean, Central America and
South America.
Ospreys, swooping and
plunging for ﬁsh, have always
been a familiar site for residents and visitors on the
Chesapeake Bay. There was a
time, not long ago, when their
survival was threatened: They,
like eagles and other birds of
prey, were unable to produce
enough young. Their eggshells
had become extremely thin and
broke before chicks could fully
develop and hatch.
Years of research led to the
discovery that a pesticide,
known as DDT, caused eggshell
thinning in many birds. The use
of DDT was banned in the U.S.
in the early 1970s. Since then,
ospreys, bald eagles and birds
of prey have made remarkable
recoveries. Ospreys continue
to ﬂourish around the bay, but
they still face hazards.
Because they are very tolerant of people, ospreys will ﬁsh

These ospreys are nesting on
the Corrotoman River. 0HOTO
BY (ARRIETTE &ISHBURNE

and nest close to populated
communities. They often line
their nests with a variety of
natural and man-made materials. Some of these materials
include paper, plastic, rope and
ﬁshing line.
Osprey chicks have been
found entangled in ﬁshing line
or impaled with ﬁshing hooks.
Adults have also been spotted
entangled in line. Legs, wings
and beaks can become so tangled that the bird is not able to
stand, ﬂy or eat. Conservative
estimates indicate that ﬁshing
line is present in 5%-10% of all
osprey nests on the Chesapeake
Bay and surrounding rivers.

We can all help to reduce
this threat to ospreys and other
wildlife. If you are ﬁshing,
whether from a boat, pier or
shoreline, retrieve any broken
lines and drop them in a trash
container. If none are available,
take any discarded line, lures
and hooks home and dispose of
it there.
The resurgence of ospreys
after the DDT ban is a success
story. This success can extend
to the entire bay and other
wildlife as we continue to protect and restore habitats.
Whether you’re ﬁshing,
sailing, boating, swimming
or walking along a shoreline,
chances are you will come
across trash that can be harmful to birds and other wildlife.
But each of us can help. Simply
collect any abandoned ﬁshing
line and other trash — even if
it’s not yours — and dispose of
it properly. It’s a no-brainer.
Katherine Reshetiloff is with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services Chesapeake Bay Field
Ofﬁce in Annapolis. Distributed by Bay Journal News Service.

tiffany yachts

3RD ANNUAL boat show
Saturday, May 18th - 9 am-5 pm

1989 34’ Silverton $39,500

1999 30’ Riddick $54,000

PLUS MORE!

(804) 453-3464
2545 Jessie Dupont
Memorial Hwy., burgess

Visit our website for more details:
3HOP ,OCAL s WWWTIFFANYYACHTSCOM
Official Voting Information
The Constitution of Virginia requires that you be registered in the precinct in which you live in order to be
qualified to vote.
If you are not already registered to vote, in order to be
eligible to vote in the Democratic Primary to be held
on Tuesday, June 11, 2013, you must register no
later than 4:30 PM on May 20, 2013. You may register in person at your local Voter Registration Office
or a Designated State Voter Registration Agency ( i.e.
DMV, Dept. of Social Services, Dept. of Health etc...)
If you have recently registered to vote by means other than the local Office of the General Registrar and
have not received an official voter registration card,
please call our office at the number shown below before May 20, 2013. No changes or additions may be
made to the voter registration records after this date
for the June 11, 2013 Election.
Saturday, June 8, 2013 is the LAST DAY for this
election on which qualified applicants may vote absentee ballots in person. In addition to regular office
hours, the Lancaster County Voter Registration Office
located at 8311 Mary Ball Rd., Lancaster Courthouse
Administrative Building, Lower Level, Lancaster, VA
22503 will be open Saturday, June 8, 2013 from 9:00
AM to 5:00 PM for the convenience of registered voters who need to vote by absentee ballot.
Please call us at 462-5277 should you have any questions.

For Breaking News in the Northern NeckÊUÊRRecord.com

Come by our Kilmarnock location and check out
our full range of Pre-Owned Vehicles.
Shop Local

