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Foot-stomping heritage experience
The third annual Lancaster Court Day Festival drew folks to the county seat last Saturday for arts, crafts, history 
and heritage. Above, Prentiss Creek Partners Ed Arrington and Morris Dilingham entertained visitors with old-
fashioned fiddle and guitar music. The festival is sponsored by the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library. For 
more photo coverage, see page D8 and go to RRecord.com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Little League season arrives
Kim Haggy addresses the crowd during last Friday’s opening ceremonies 
for Lancaster County Little League at Dreamfields near Kilmarnock. 
Haggy’s son, Mike Navetta, who was killed in a car accident last spring, 
will be honored with a board bearing his name, retired Lancaster High  
School jersey number and his trademark saying “We Got This.” The 
baseball shaped board will hang in centerfield on the varsity field at the 
park. Navetta played for the LHS team and volunteered as a tee-ball coach. 
His enthusiasm, love of the sport and practice commitment will never be 
forgotten, said LHS coach Welby Saunders. Little League president Craig 
Smith presented the board. For more Little League action photos, see page 
C4 and go to RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

KILMARNOCK—Town property owners may see a 
little more cash in their wallets this year thanks to an 
anticipated reduction in town real estate taxes.

Councilman Howard Straughan on Monday 
announced the administration and finance committee 
does not plan to recommend an increase in the tax rate 
on real estate this year, despite the county’s recent real 
estate reassessments that resulted in reduced property 
values. 

While most municipalities are planning to increase 
their tax rate in order to produce the same income 

from reduced property values, according to Straughan, 
Kilmarnock residents may see a 16% reduction in the 
amount they pay to the town.

“Through good management, we will be able to 
recommend no increase in the tax rate,” Straughan 
reported to town council. He said the town’s finances 
were very healthy.

The current real estate tax rate is $0.10 per $100 of 
assessed value.

Council will hold budget workshop on the 2013-14 
budget at 5 p.m. Monday, April 22 at town hall. The 
first reading of the proposed budget will take place at 
the May town council meeting.

HEATHSVILLE—Fol lowing 
separate public hearings April 
11, the Northumberland board of 
supervisors unanimously denied 
applications for a tourist home and 
a commercial dog kennel.

Access issues blocked Phoebe 
Mix’s request to operate a tourist 
home at 539 Wildlife Lane. Chair-
man Ronnie Jett made a motion 

to deny the request. Vice chair-
man Richard Haynie seconded the 
motion and it passed, 5-0.

“My main objection is half a mile 
to a mile passing over another per-
son’s property that they have given 
an easement to. According to the 
conditions the applicant must have 
access to a state highway without 
an easement,” said Jett.

District 4 supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin said his concerns were with 

emergency response vehicles’ dif-
ficulty in accessing the home on a 
narrow road with a sharp turn and 
many ruts.

The board also unanimously 
voted to deny a long-standing 
request from Phyllis Swift for an 
extension to a special exceptions 
permit to operate a commercial 
dog kennel at 38 Blundon’s Road.

Kilmarnock taxpayers
may see a 16% reduction

by Audrey Thomasson

Petitions oppose Kilmarnock council’s
decision to purchase 1 North Main Street

HEATHSVILLE—As mandated 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, most Virginia localities are 
expected to have elements in place 
for their stormwater management 
programs by June 1, 2013.

However, the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation has 
only recently come up with a draft 
for localities, although it has not been 
finalized. According to Northum-
berland county administrator Kenny 
Eades there is now a provision grant-
ing one year extensions for the devel-
opment of stormwater management 
programs. 

While this will postpone action, the 
reality is that when the program does 
go into effect, everyone will feel its 
impact.

“This is going to be an expensive 
program for both the county and the 
citizens with all the permit fees and 
everything. This changes a lot of the 
way we do building and zoning. From 
what I understand its a mandate that 
came down from EPA and the state 
passed the buck to us … This whole 
thing hasn’t been good news for quite 
a while,” said Eades at the April 11 
board of supervisors meeting.

Eades explained that a building 
permit that disturbs less than one acre 
of land will cost $290 for permitting 

fees and the VDCR will get 20% of 
that. For permits exceeding an acre 
the permit fee jumps up to $2,700 and 
the VDRC collects 28%. Eades said 
the county has the ability to reduce 
the fee but the state would still collect 
percentages based on their suggested 
fee.

“The problem we always have with 
the VDCR hasn’t been inspections 
per se, it’s been the paperwork and 
documentation they require,” said 
Eades. “We haven’t had a whole lot 
of instructions but we’re going to try 
it in house. But this time next year if 
things get rolling how they used to, 
we’re going to need additional staff.”

The new staff will have to be cer-
tified in stormwater management, 
explained Eades, adding that the cri-
teria for that has not been established 
yet.

Stormwater Management 
Program could be costly
for Northumberland County

by Shannon Rice
“This is going to be an 
expensive program for 
both the county and the 
citizens with all the permit 
fees and everything. . . .”

—Kenny Eades,
Northumberland County 

administrator 

Board rejects two land use proposals
by Shannon Rice

PERMITS DENIED, continued on page A2

KILMARNOCK—Petitions in 
opposition to the Kilmarnock town 
council’s recent decision to purchase 
1 North Main Street for a town office 
were submitted to council Monday 
evening.

Presenting the petitions, Sandy 
Meadows said the petitions car-
ried some 379 taxpayers’ signatures. 
Council took no action beyond 
receiving the petitions.

One set of names appear to be reg-
istered voters and another is a list of 
businesses.

The preamble to the petition list-
ing individuals by their signature 
and printed name, states: “We the 

undersigned registered voters in the 
Town of Kilmarnock, demand that 
the Town Council withdraw their 
contract to purchase the property at 1 
North Main Street, and put a limit of 
$250,000 towards renovating the the 
current town facility.

“The Old Bay Trust facility lacks 
adequate parking, two-way access by 
car, and would require too much to ren-
ovate for town use and cost too much.

“Please use our Planning Commis-
sion to help plan for major capital 
improvement expenditures like this 
in the future.”

The preamble to the petition list-
ing businesses and accompanying 

signatures states: “The undersigned 
business in Kilmarnock, VA, urges 
the Town to withdraw their contract 
to purchase the property at 1 North 
Main as it will create a parking prob-
lem as well as we feel the facility is 
too large and expensive for use as a 
town office. We suggest they remodel 
and improve the current facility. We 
also do not want the town to be put 
into a position of having to raise rates 
or taxes.”

A more thorough article will 
appear next week. Meanwhile, copies 
of the “petitions,” including the lists 
of names can be found at RRecord.
com.
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

French photographer and painter Jacques-Henri 
Lartigue (1894-1986), is most famous for his stun-
ning photos of automobile races, planes and fash-
ionable Parisian women from the turn of the cen-
tury. This lecture explores Lartigue’s photographs 
from his first sincere, often playful presentation of 
friends, family and French society made as early as 
age 6 to his latter day fashion layouts and portraits.

Organized by the VMFA Office of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309

An Album of a Century: 
Photographer Jacques-Henri Lartigue

Speaker: Jeffrey W. Allison, VMFA

Forum Monday, April 22, 1pm

Would you like to 

sell your boat?
We can help!

Call today to be a part of our

SPRING BOAT SHOW
Saturday, May 18th 

9am - 5pm
                    2545 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

                    at the base of the glebe pt. bridge
                    (804) 453-3464

www.tiffanyyachts.com

The board had tabled action on the request since December 
pending the outcome of Swift’s court case in which she was 
charged with 29 misdemeanor charges for the inadequate 
space, care, or exercise of animals.

Swift’s attorney Charles McKern informed the board last 
Thursday that 28 charges were dismissed with prejudice.

“The trial answered absolutely, positively nothing. We 
have no judicial determination about the care of those ani-
mals whatsoever,” said Tomlin.

By show of hands about 15 people indicated their support 
for Swift’s proposal, while 20 people raised their hands in 
opposition. 

District 3 supervisor Jim Long made the motion to deny 
the request. Long said his objections go back to 2007 when 
the kennel building was never constructed in the permit-
ted time and noise complaints had been received. With no 
second required the board approved the motion, 5-0.

During the public comment period when people began to 
speak in support of Swift and her boarding services Tomlin 
noted, “I’ve received no complaints from those who have 
received boarding from Mrs. Swift. If Phyllis applied for a 
boarding only, not a breeding permit, I could grant it. In 
terms of the information, I hear a distinction between board-
ing versus breeding.”

LOTTSBURG—Following 
a rather light agenda Monday 
night, the Northumberland 
school board approved a hand-
ful of plans and policies for the 
upcoming school year.

On a motion by chairman 
Betty Christopher, seconded by 
vice chairman Dick Saxer, the 
board approved the Career and 
Technical Education Plan as pre-
sented by Sophronia Smith in a 
4-0. Board member Myrtle Phil-
lips was not present.

Smith noted that the Federal 
sequestration will likely have 
impact on the CTE budget and 
said she was instructed to build 
the budget off of last year’s fund-
ing figures.

“The bulk of the money is in 
what equipment these teachers 
have to use and that’s going to be 
an issue when we lose our fund-
ing because computers, software, 
all that stuff is expensive,” said 
Smith.

The board also voted to 

approve the Special Education 
annual plan following a motion 
from Saxer, a second from Chris-
topher and a 4-0 vote. 

Regarding the recent resig-
nation of high school principal 
David Dixon, superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates informed 
the public she is seeking input 
for the type of qualities Dixon’s 
successor should possess. She 
has already solicited opinions 
from the high school parent 
advisory committee, teachers 
and the school board. Applica-
tions for the position will be 
received through the end of 
the month, then interviews will 
begin.

Gates also noted that a joint 
review of the school board’s 
budget will take place on April 
24 at 5 p.m. in the county admin-
istration building with the board 
of supervisors.

With Chesapeake Bay Gov-
ernor’s School applications cur-
rently underway Gates informed 
the public that Northumberland 
will have 12 paid slots and 5 free 

RICHMOND—The Lancaster 
County Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
use of a special prosecutor without writ-
ten notice to the defense is the crux of 
an argument for appeal by convicted 
rapist.

Calvin Tucker, 35, was sentenced in 
August 2012 to 85 years in prison for 
the January 2011 break-in and brutal 
rape of an 89-year-old woman in Lively. 
His appeal is being handled by attorneys 
Thomas Hendell and Elizabeth Hurd.

In their brief filed in December 2012, 

Hendell argued “...the trial court erred 
in denying Tucker’s motion to vacate its 
order appointing a special prosecutor 
because neither of the Commonwealth’s 
two motions to appoint a special pros-
ecutor were in writing, and...because 
it was entered without notice and an 
opportunity to be heard.”

Hendell noted the trial court’s com-
ments when rendering judgement:

“The Commonwealth’s Attorney 
(Robert Cunningham) asked the trial 
court how he could obtain assistance 
from another Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s office regarding the DNA evi-

dence, due to his recent election to 
office and his relative lack of experi-
ence in presenting DNA evidence...
The Commonwealth’s Attorney did not 
notify opposing counsel. The trial court 
issued an order appointing assistant 
counsel...a special prosecutor...(and) 
directed that a copy be sent to defense 
counsel...Defense council argued that 
he had not received proper notice of the 
original motion and that a special pros-
ecutor was not warranted under the spe-
cific facts in the case.”

In his response, Cunningham states 
it was a “procedural error” that was 

“plainly harmless because counsel was 
afforded an opportunity to present his 
arguments...” 

During the trial, the judge overruled 
the defense, stating defense got a copy 
of the motion after it was filed. 

“While the procedure leaves much 
to be desired...I don’t know how that 
effects this case. Mr. Cunningham is 
very inexperienced. He says he needs 
help,” said Judge Joseph E. Spruill Jr. 
at that time. 

The Court of Appeals of Virginia is 
reviewing the arguments and will decide 
if the error will result in an appeal.

Surviving and flowering
Split by a 90-foot pecan tree during Isabel in 2003, saved by a metal clamp and a U.S. Navy web 
belt, this flowering Japanese cherry tree is surviving in 2013. It can be seen behind the house 
at 429 Irvington Road.

Motion pending as Virginia Court of Appeals reviews rape case
by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland school board prepares 2013-14 academic session
by Shannon Rice slots in the program next year. 

Currently only nine students 
have applied for those openings.

Although the board was 
expected to approve the 2013-14 
school calendar during Mon-
day’s meeting, a suggestion 
regarding spring break put 
approval on hold. As proposed, 
the calendar places spring break 
during the first week of April and 
then includes additional days 
off for Good Friday and Easter 
Monday.

“They (teachers and staff) felt 
that spring break should always 
be set for the first week of April 
or the first week of April with the 
most days in the week. They’d 

like to keep it set for that week so 
everyone can plan for that week 
regardless of when Easter falls,” 
said assistant superintendent 
Dale Wittler.

Board members Dean Sumner 
and Susan Saunders had objec-
tions to the proposed spring 
break calendar. Sumner com-
mented that he didn’t like the 
way the break was split up.

Saunders’ objection was related 
to the Northern Neck Technical 
Center’s schedule. “My concern 
is when we separate ourselves 
away from the other groups that 
are attending classes at the tech-
nical center then that puts our 
kids in a bind because the techni-

cal center is going to hold school 
when three or more schools can 
attend at the same time. I feel like 
it’s a disadvantage if we don’t try 
to coincide with as many schools 
as possible on spring break,” said 
Saunders.

Corey Minor and Mya Bundy 
were recognized for their par-
ticipation in the Virginia School 
Board Association’s Art Show. 

Junior Lauren Self was pre-
sented a certificate recognizing 
her as a Microsoft Office Spe-
cialist.

The board also adopted sev-
eral policy revisions as recom-
mended by the Virginia School 
Board Association.

 Osprey lecture
The Virginia Institute of 

Marine Science will host an 
After Hours Lecture at 7 p.m. 
April 18, at Watermans Hall 
at 1375 Greate Road on the 
VIMS campus in Gloucester 
Point. Dr. Bryan Watts, direc-
tor of the Center for Conser-
vation Biology will present 
“Osprey in Chesapeake Bay: 
Ecological Shifts in a Chang-
ing Estuary.”

Ospreys—the only birds of 
prey that subsist almost exclu-
sively on a diet of live fish—
are one of the most visible 
symbols of Chesapeake Bay, 
and one of the best indicators 
of estuary health. Registration 
is required. Register at vims.
edu/events, or 684-7846. 

  Wildcare meeting
 Wildcare, Inc., an orga-

nization dedicated to the 
rescue and care of injured 
and orphaned wildlife, public 
education and fostering 

NEWS BREAK
responsible wildlife manage-
ment, will hold it’s annual 
spring meeting at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 20, at Brent and 
Becky’s Bulbs in Gloucester.

Todd Engelmeyer from 
Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisher-
ies will begin the meeting 
with an informative talk on 
‘Living with Overabundant 
Wildlife.’

 Citizenship award
The board of directors of 

the Northumberland Associa-
tion for Progressive Steward-
ship (NAPS) recently opened 
nominations for the 2013 Dis-
tinguished Northumberland 
Citizen Award (DNCA).

Submit detailed descriptions 
of nominee’s efforts to Millar 
at 529-9870, or rmillar@earth-
link.net, by May 15.

Read it in
the Record!

Permit denied
continued from page A1
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Saturday, April 27
6-10 pm

orse Races  Poker Black Jack TexaTT s Hold’em   Roulette   Craps
Give It YoYY ur Best Shot Putting ToTT urnament and Win $10,000 Putting 50'

$50 Per Person
Includes Food and Drink, Prize Tickets and $10,000 in Casino Chips.  

dvdd ance ticket sales only.yy Tickets mayaa be purchased at the BGCNN office located at 517
North Main Street in Kilmaarrnnoocckk, oonnlliinnee aatt wwwwww.ww bbggccnnnn.ccoomm, oorr bbyy ccaalllliing 804-435-9696.

Proceeds benefie t thtt e Boys ao nd Girls Club of to htt e NoNN rthtt ern NeNN ck. 

WE’RE GOING PLACES!
MAY TOURS

CHARLESTON & SAVANNAH
MAY 7-10, 2013

Guided tours of Charleston & Savannah, Charleston 
Harbor Cruise, Magnolia Plantation Home & Nature Tram 
Tour, Tour of Fort Sumter, Southern-style buffet lunch at 

Paula Deen’s Lady & Sons.

WASHINGTON ZOO EXCURSION
MAY 18, 2013

Spend a day of fun with the whole family. Home to 400 
different species of animals.

CHARLOTTESVILLE
MAY 21, 2013

Tour Monticello, Michie Tavern Tour and Lunch, 
Afternoon tour of Trump Winery.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

COME JOIN US!

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
nine individuals.
Felonies

 Annie B. Ball, 43, of the 
9500 block of Mary Ball 
Road was charged April 10 
with Northumberland County 
charges of credit card theft, 
two counts of grand larceny, 
and credit card fraud, all felo-
nies. 

Melissa D. Bean, 35, of 
Paynes Creek Road was 
charged April 14 with a Ches-
terfield County charge of vio-
lation of probation.  

Misdemeanors
A Kilmarnock area woman, 

44, was charged April 10 with 
public drunkenness.

A Dogwood Lane man, 22, 
was charged April 11 with 
contempt of a Gloucester 
County court.

A Black Stump Road man, 
38, was charged April 12 with 
a Northumberland County 
charge of stalking.

A Buzzards Neck Road, 19, 
man was charged April 12 
with contempt of court.

A Gaskins Road man, 18, 
was charged April 12 with 
disorderly conduct.

A Crawfords Corner Road 
woman, 40, was charged 
April 12 with using profane/
threatening language over the 
public airway and disorderly 
conduct.

A Buzzards Neck Road 
man, 19, was  charged April 
19 with possession of mari-
juana. 
Activity report

April 9: Staff responded 
to a juvenile behavioral 
complaint at Lancaster High 
School (LHS), and with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a 
three-vehicle traffic crash on 
Regina Road. 

April 10:   Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance/
drunk and disorderly com-
plaint in the 12100 block of 
Mary Ball Road, to a domestic 
disturbance on Clover Lane, to 
a domestic disturbance/drunk 
and disorderly complaint on 
Christ Church Road, to a traf-
fic complaint in Irvington, 
and with Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a tres-
pass complaint in the 16500 
block of Mary Ball Road; 
received a report of a reckless/
drunk driver on Black Stump 
Road, a child sexual assault 
report from the Department 
of Social Services (no further 
information released due to 
the nature of the investigation 
and to protect the identity of 
the victim), an identity fraud 
report involving cable TV 
and internet service from an 
Irvington area resident (no 
loss), and an annoying tele-
phone calls complaint from a 
Pinckardsville Road resident;  
and notified the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
of the need to repair the traf-
fic light at North Main and 
School streets, the high-wind 
warning lights at the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. bridge and the 
reduced speed zone warn-
ing lights at Mary Ball and 
Courthouse roads.  

April 11: Staff responded 
to a possible burglary on 
Spring Hill Road (no criminal 
incident), and with VSP to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash in 
the 2800 block of Morattico 
Road (med-evac involved); 
and  received a complaint of 
curse and abusive language 
over the telephone from the 
LHS administrative staff. 

April 12: Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Clover Lane, to a disturbance 
call on Benson Road, to a 
traffic complaint on Windmill 
Point Road, and to a noise 
violation complaint on Clover 
Lane. 

April 13:  Staff responded 
with the Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries 
Conservation Police Officer 
and Virginia Marine Police 
to a boating accident in the 
area of Ashley’s Cove and 
Dymer Creek, to a trespass 
complaint on Rappahannock 
Drive, with KPD to a shots 
fired call at Irvington Road 
and School Street, to an E911 
disconnect call on Lancaster 
Creek Drive (no contact with 
caller), and to a disorderly 
conduct complaint on Rappa-
hannock Drive; and received 
a motorist’s report of a reck-

less/drunk driver in the White 
Stone-Irvington area. 

April 14:  Staff responded 
to an assault at Windmill 
Point, to a trespass complaint 
in the 4200 block of Merry 
Point Road, to a domestic dis-
turbance on Slabtown Road, 
to a destruction of property 
complaint on James Lane 
(boundary line dispute), to 
two separate domestic dis-
turbance calls on Greentown 
Road, and with KPD to a 
mental health emergency on 
James B. Jones Memorial 
Highway; and checked on the 
well-being of a Paynes Creek 
Road resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed). 

April 15:  Staff received a 
fraud complaint (complainant 
referred to Northumberland 
authorities), and to an E911 
disconnect call on Crab Point 
Road (telephone line prob-
lem).

Staff also conducted eight 
traffic stops, issued two sum-
monses, assisted eight motor-
ists, handled two calls for 
traffic control, investigated 
three building alarms, logged 
two inmate transports and 
fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire Calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a traffic crash on Regina 
Road, a traffic crash requiring 
a med-evac landing zone in 
the 2800 block of Morattico 
Road, an electrical fire in the 
1900 block of White Chapel 
Road and a request for a med-
evac landing zone on Corro-
toman Drive.

Kilmarnock VFD responded 
to a fire call on Norris Hill.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a boat accident requiring 
a med-evac landing zone on 
East Bellows Drive.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 4 individuals.
Felonies

Amanda S. Fletcher, 37,  of 
Heathsville was charged April 
8 with grand Larceny.

Annie B. Ball, 43, of Lan-
caster was charged April 
10 with credit card fraud, 
obtaining a credit card with-
out owner’s permission and 
two counts of grand larceny. 
This was a Northumberland 
County warrant, served by 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information on 
the whereabouts of Marvin 
Wendell Davenport Jr.

He is wanted by the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff's 
Office for attempted murder, 
robbery, armed with a weapon, 
and a probation violation for 
possession of cocaine.

Davenport, 21, is described 
as a black male with black hair 
and eyes. He is 5 feet 6 inches 
tall and weighs 160 pounds. 

 His last permanent address 
was 656 Mt. Olive Road, 
Heathsville.

Report any information on 
Davenport to the Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463. Lancaster County 
Sheriff's Office at 462-5111, 
Northumberland County 
Sheriff's Office at 580-5221, 
or Northumberland County 
Crime Solvers at 580-8477.

Do not approach this sus-
pect, he could be armed and 
dangerous.

If your information is useful 
to law enforcement you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000. 
You do not have to give your 
name or appear in court.

KILMARNOCK—No one 
was injured in a shooting April 13 
at the Shell Gas Station at School 
Street and Irvington Road.

The shooting happened at 3:41 
p.m. when a vehicle pulled into 
the station, a man jumped out 
with a handgun, shot four rounds 
at a vehicle parked near the build-
ing, returned to his car and sped 
away.

No one was hit and police were 
unable to find where the bullets 
hit, according to Kilmarnock 
Police Chief Mike Bedell. 

“The intended victims were 
non-cooperative,” reported Chief 
Bedell. “Our information was 
from other witnesses in the vicin-
ity.”

Witnesses described the 
shooter as a tall, thin black man 
in his early 20s.

Bedell withheld additional 
information citing an on-going 
investigation.

Kilmarnock deputy Ann Phelps 
was the first officer on the scene. 
She was assisted by the Lancaster 
Sheriff’s Department. 

DYMER CREEK—An early 
morning boating accident on 
Dymer Creek Saturday resulted 
in one man being airlifted to Riv-
erside Regional Hospital in New-
port News.

The incident occurred at 3:30 
a.m. when the boat’s operator, 
Taylor Bryant, 22, of Irvington, 
struck an embankment lined 
with riprap. Bryant suffered head 
trauma. Two passengers sustained 
minor injuries, said Lee Walker, a 
spokesman for the Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries law 
enforcement division. 

According to police reports, LANCASTER—Emerson Stevens, who has spent the past 26 years 
in prison, will have to wait another six to eight weeks for the results of 
DNA testing he hopes will help exonerate him of the murder of Mary 
Keyser Harding. 

In late January, Circuit Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro granted a 
motion by Matthew Engle, legal director for UVA School of Law’s 
Innocence Project, to have DNA tested on a strand of hair that was 
used to convict Harding of the 1986 murder of Harding.

Stevens’ conviction was based in part on a single strand of hair sim-
ilar in color to the victim’s, which was found on a shirt found under the 
seat of his vehicle. The hair was the only direct physical evidence that 
resulted in his conviction and life sentence.  

The Innocence Project is a national litigation and public policy 
organization dedicated to exonerating wrongfully convicted individu-
als through DNA testing. According to Engle, the UVA chapter began 
working on Stevens’ case in 2010. 

Operator injured in boating accident
by Audrey Thomasson

No leads 
reported in 
Kilmarnock 
shooting

by Audrey Thomasson

the accident occurred in the 
area of Ashley’s Cove and 
Dymer Creek. One of the boat-
ers reported they were returning 
from the bay when the boat ran 
aground.

Bryant was operating the 
boat, according to Walker. He 
allegedly misjudged his course 
and ran into the shoreline. The 

vessel leaked some 100 gallons 
of fuel. 

The investigation is ongoing.
Assisting at the scene were Lan-

caster sheriff’s deputy Irving Brit-
tingham, U.S. Coast Guard, White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department, 
Lancaster Emergency Manage-
ment ALS, and Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad. 

DNA testing results still
pending on Stevens motion

by Audrey Thomasson

CRIME
SOLVERS

Marvin Wendell Davenport Jr.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s 
Office.
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster woman, 33, 
was charged April 1 on a 
capias for failing to appear 
before the Multi-Jurisdic-
tional Grand Jury.

A Heathsville man, 59, was 
charged April 8 with assault 
and battery of a family 
member.

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged April 9 with D.U.I.

A Heathsville man was 
charged April 9 with Drunk 
In Public.

A Reedville man, 22, was 
charged April 11 with assault 
and battery of a family 
member.

A Stafford County man, 51, 
was charged April 11 with 
a capias to show cause for 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court.

A Callao woman, 37, was 
charged April 12 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
from the Essex County Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations 
Court for failing to appear.

A Callao woman, 46, was 
charged April 12 with a sum-
mons for an animal killing 
poultry, no rabies shots and 
no county tags.

A Weems man, 38, was 
charged April 12 with stalk-
ing. Subject was arrested by 
the Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

A Farnham man, 21, was 
charged April 13 with petit 
larceny.

A Richmond woman, 30, 
was charged April 13 with 
two summons for her animal 
killing poultry, two sum-
monses for failing to pay for 
tags and two summonses for 
no rabies shots.

A Lottsburg man, 73, was 
charged April 13 with assault 
and battery.

A Heathsville man, 31, was 
issued a summons April 14 
for failing to have a trailer 
inspected.
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Farmers Market
Heathsville

Shop for fresh produce from four local farms, breads and
baked goods, nursery plants, handcrafts, and locally-raised
poultry, lamb and pork. Tavern Blacksmiths, Quilters,
Woodworkers, and Spinners/Weavers will be on-site.

Sat., May 18th

Located just off Route 360 in Heathsville behind the old Courthouse. For
more information, e-mail info@rhhtfoundation.org, or call 804-580-3377.

at Historic Rice’s Hotel / Hughlett’s Tavern

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FYI
River Market

Thumann’s gluten free deli

White Stone
435-1725

IRVINGTON—A Virginia Department 
of Transportation report on ways to calm 
traffic through Irvington did little to calm 
citizens at last week’s town council meet-
ing. 

VDOT residency administrator David 
Brown faced growing frustration from a 
dozen residents and council when he said 
he was only asked to present options for 
the secondary route of King Carter Drive 
and not Irvington Road, a primary route. 

“We don’t need all that stuff, but we 
do need help on Route 200,” said Fran 
Westbrook, after listening to a long pre-
sentation on options ranging from rumble 
strips to traffic circles.

Mayor Rannie Ransone said Brown pre-
sented options for Route 200 at the Febru-
ary meeting. “We asked him to present 
options tonight for King Carter Drive,” he 
said.

Councilman Ed Sulick said they had 
already heard about all the options of 
speed humps, rumble strips and raised 
crosswalks. “We expected the presenta-
tion to focus and narrow down the best 
choices for us,” he said. 

Diane Cook-Tench expressed concerns 
about traffic speeding through town when 
children are using the roads to get to 

Chesapeake Academy. 
“There are more children biking to 

the elementary school then ever before 
during the morning rush hour,” Cook-
Tench said.

“We’re completely reliant on a deputy 
to be sitting here,” said councilman Bob 
Westbrook. “But as soon as they go, it 
starts up again.”

Westbrook said the town was caught 
in the trap of being too small to meet the 
qualifications imposed by a transportation 
department that showed no flexibility.

Albert Pollard suggested council talk 
with Middleburg officials to find out how 
they resolved some of the same prob-
lems.

The mayor reported that Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett has stepped up police coverage 
in Irvington. “But they’re not here 24/7,” 
Ransone said.  

Snowy McGeorge’s suggestion of a cash 
bonus program for the deputy who issued 
the most speeding tickets in Irvington was 
shot down by councilman Wayne Nun-
nally because it “...is against the law.”

Citizens also expressed concern about 
an increase in trucks through Irvington 
since Kilmarnock implemented the by-
pass directing through-trucks down James 
Jones Memorial Highway and Harris 
Road. They noted trucks don’t want to 

travel the Harris Road stretch because it 
is narrow and filled with curves.

Nunnally said he’s been working with 
Brown on Irvington’s traffic problem for 
two years without any results because 
the VDOT manual was written for larger 
towns and would not accommodate 
Irvington’s needs. He suggested that if 
speeds could be controlled on Irvington 
Road, the benefits would spread to other 
streets in town.

“What does VDOT have to help a small 
town with a problem?” he asked. 

“We’ve identified a mid-block cross-
ing in front of the post office with bump-
outs that would narrow the road,” replied 
Brown. 

However, his suggestions were met with 
skepticism because of budget cuts that 
offered little funding from the county’s 
portion of VDOT’s six-year-plan. 

“We’d like you to make recommen-
dations for Route 200 and King Carter 
Drive,” said Sulick.

But Brown put the responsibility back 
on the town, saying it needs to decide 
which options it wants.

In other business, council voted 5-0 to 
allow Cook-Tench to subdivide a five-acre 
lot at 915 King Carter Drive for single-
family homes and a duplex, with each unit 
on a minimum one-acre parcel.

Small town has big talk over traffic issues
by Audrey Thomasson

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors and school 
board will hold a joint work 
session Wednesday, April 24, 
to the review the proposed 
$16.9 million school budget for 
the 2013-14 academic session. 
The meeting will begin at 5 
p.m. at the county administra-
tion suite in the old courthouse 
in Heathsville.

HEATHSVILLLE—The 
Northumberland planning 
commission will meet at 7 
p.m. Thursday, April 18, in the 
county courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heathsville.

The commission will hold a 
public hearing to consider an 
amendment to the Northum-
berland County Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Ordinance 
regarding nonconforming use 
and development waivers.

The amendment would 
replace the word “use” with 
the word “structure” for clari-
fication and add the following 
language referring to those 
structures in the seaward 
50-foot resource protection 
area: “except that if the square 
footage of the footprint to be 
remodeled, altered, or replaced 
is equal to or less than the 
existing footprint, such modifi-
cations may be approved by the 
administrator.”

KILMARNOCK—Town 
manager Tom Saunders last 
week announced a council 
work session to review the 
proposed fiscal year 2014 
operating budget and five-year 
Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP). The meeting will take 
place at 5 p.m. Monday, April 
22, at the Town Hall at 514 
North Main Street. The session 
is open to citizens.

The administration and 
finance committee plan to 
review with council and the 
public working drafts of the 
operating budget and CIP for 
general discussion. The pro-
posed budget is scheduled to 
go before council for a first 
reading May 20.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will convene its 
regular monthly session at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 25 at the county 
administration building at 8311 
Mary Ball Road in Lancaster.

Supervisors will conduct a 
public hearing on a request from 
the Family Maternity Center 
of the Northern Neck, owner, 
and Chesapeake Hospital Cor-
poration, purchaser, to modify 
the operating hours on a two-
acre parcel at 11540 Mary Ball 
Road.

In March, the board approved 
a special exception with a stipu-
lation restricting operating hours 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Supervisors also will conduct 
a public hearing with the Vir-
ginia Department of Transporta-
tion on the proposed Secondary 
Six-Year Plan for fiscal years 
2014 through 2019 in Lancaster 
County and on the Secondary 
System Construction Budget for 
fiscal year 2014.

Copies of the plan and the 
budget are available for public 
inspection at the VDOT North-
ern Neck Residency office at 
734 Barnfield Road in Warsaw 
and the county administrator’s 
office at 8311 Mary Ball Road 
in Lancaster.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County will conduct a 
public hearing on a proposed 
Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP) list tonight, April 18.

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. in the county adminis-
tration building at 8311 Mary 
Ball Road in Lancaster.

CIP requests total $618,865 
for the 2013-14 fiscal year 
beginning July 1. 

Also, planners will review 
proposed changes to Chapter 
Six of the Comprehensive Plan, 
dealing with public facilities, 
infrastructure and services.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 23, at 
VMRC Headquarters at 2600 
Washington Avenue in New-
port News.

Habitat application requests 
and related hearings are gen-
erally scheduled during the 
morning session, followed by 
fisheries items.

Fishery hearings set for 
noon include measures regard-
ing recreational regulations for 
black sea bass and commer-
cial regulations for sharks and 
horseshoe crabs.

Discussion items include 
the Blue Crab Winter Dredge 
Study results and timelines for 
future management measures.

Staff also will present a 
request for a public hearing 
regarding oyster user fees.

The Agenda
Local Government News

WARSAW—Lancaster and 
Northumberland residents are 
urged to put aside household 
hazardous products and elec-
tronics waste (E-waste) for 
upcoming County Household 
Hazardous Waste collections.

May 18 and September 21 
have been set for spring and 
fall collections at convenience 
sites at White Pine Drive near 
Kilmarnock for Lancaster 
County, and Horsehead on 
Northumberland Highway for 
Northumberland County.

Lancaster collections will 
be held in the morning, and 
Northumberland in the after-
noon, said Northern Neck Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
education/public relations spe-
cialist Faye Andrashko.

Last fall, the September 22 
collections showed continuing 

and growing interest for the 
two counties, she said.

In Lancaster, 108 people 
brought in 4,798 pounds of 
household hazardous waste, 
while 65 citizens brought 
3,757 pounds of electronics, 
for a total of 8,555 pounds of 
hazardous waste.

The Northumberland site 
took in a total weight of 7,851 
pounds of hazardous prod-
ucts, with 80 citizens bring-
ing in 3,335 pounds of house-
hold hazardous products, and 
39 people bringing E-waste 
weighing 4,516 pounds. 

Northern Neck Soil & Water 
Conservation District and Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
staff assist the counties with 
these collections.

For more information, call 
Andrashko at 333-3525, x102.

FREDERICKSBURG—The Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) is calling all Adopt-A-Highway groups and concerned 
citizens to join the fight against litter on Virginia roadsides on Satur-
day, April 20, and Sunday, April 21.

 VDOT’s Adopt-A-Highway Program began in 1988 and is the 
second largest litter control program in the country. To date, more 
than 12,000 miles or 20 percent of state maintained roads have been 
adopted by volunteers that have committed to keep their two-mile sec-
tion of roadway free of litter for a three year period. Nearly 2,600 miles 
have been adopted throughout the 14-county Fredericksburg district. 

To learn how you or your organization can be a part of the solution 
to Virginia’s roadside litter problem, visit Virginia.dot.org.

The Adopt-A-Highway coordinator for the Northern Neck is Beth 
Robins, 333-3697, or Beth.Robins@VDOT.Virginia.gov.

Two dates set for county
hazardous waste collections

VDOT urges roadside
statewide litter pick up

TAPPAHANNOCK—Vir-
ginia State Police, with the 
assistance of the Tappahannock 
Police Department, are seeking 
assistance with locating a miss-
ing Richmond man.

Benjamin L. Coffey, 27, of 
Richmond has not been heard 
from or seen since Christmas 
Day, December 25, 2012.

On New Year’s Day, Janu-
ary 1, 2013, Tappahannock 
Police responded to a report 
of a disabled vehicle on Hobbs 
Hole Drive in Tappahannock. 
Police found a 1998 Dodge 
full-size van abandoned on the 
side of the road. The vehicle 
was registered to Coffey. There 
were numerous personal items 
belonging to Coffey still inside 
the van, along with a dog. 

According to the State 
Police, Coffey is 5 feet 6 inches 
tall and weighs approximately 
150 pounds. He has short, 
brown hair, hazel eyes, and 
“COHEED CAMBRA” tat-
tooed on his right arm. Coffey 
was last seen wearing a tan 
Carhartt brand jacket, jeans 
and leather boots. 

Coffey was in the company 
of a dog which is a Pyrenees/
border collie mix. The dog, 
called Clue, weighs approxi-
mately 80 to 90 pounds with 
what is known as tan-badger 

Authorities are still 
searching for missing 
Richmond man

Benjamin L. Coffey

Pyrenees markings and hair, 
with a border-collie face. The 
animal was taken to the Essex 
County Animal Shelter and is 
now with Coffey’s family.

Coffey is a sailboat enthusi-
ast and has spent a great deal 
of time in and around marinas 
throughout the Middle Pen-
insula and Northern Neck. 
His last known residence was 
in the area of Middlesex and 
Mathews counties.

Anyone with information 
about Coffey is asked to call 
Virginia State Police Senior 
Special Agent J.R. Lyons or 
Special Agent A.S. Witt at 
553-3408, or  angie.witt@vsp.
virginia.gov. 

SUBSCRIBE

  Lawn and garden
The Northern Neck Master 

Gardeners have a help desk avail-
able for gardening and lawn ques-
tions from 9 a.m. to noon.  On 
Mondays, call Westmoreland 
Extension at 493-8924; Tues-
days, Northumberland Exten-
sion, 580-5694; and Thursdays,  
Lancaster Extension, 462-5780.

AREA EVENT
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White Canada Goose photographed recently on Bridge Creek in Reedville.

Photo by Susan Hudson

Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

In April 1863, Confederate and Union troops 
prepared for a second battle around Freder-
icksburg. Union General Hooker replaced 
Burnside in January and now commanded a 
replenished, expanded and re-organized Army 
of the Potomac.

 Hooker reshaped his army into a tighter, 
more disciplined, and more effective force. 
He rounded up the many thousands of strag-
glers and deserters, issued tastier food, and 
instituted a furlough lottery so men could go 
home once in a while.  Hooker’s army had 
grown to around 134,000 men and 413 pieces 
of artillery.  Troops were stationed north of the 
Rappahannock at Falmouth across from Fred-
ericksburg and several miles west.  

General Lee’s Confederate troops were 
entrenched at Fredericksburg and to the east at 
Moss Neck. Lee’s men numbered only about 
60,000 with artillery of 220 guns.  Two addi-
tional Confederate divisions under General 
Longstreet are away to the southeast around 
Suffolk in an attempt to capture much-needed 
food and provisions.  

Hooker’s plan is for the cavalry to make a 
wide loop to the west and south, into the rear 
of Lee’s troops to cut supply lines and force 
them back toward Richmond.  Infantry would 
then pursue Lee’s retreating army. The cavalry 
begins to cross the Rappahannock in mid-April 
but is stalled for two weeks by bad weather and 
a rising river.  

Hooker revises his plan to make a simultane-
ous cavalry attack and a split infantry assault. 
The cavalry and half of the Union infantry 
would flank Lee’s western line near Chan-
cellorsville in the vast Virginia scrub forest 
known as the Wilderness.  Remaining infantry 
would attack Fredericksburg and drive the 
Confederates toward the western trap.    

On April 29, pontoons are put in place in 
Fredericksburg and thousands of Union troops 
cross the Rappahannock. To the west, the rest 
of Hooker’s forces cross at Kelly’s Ford then 
split, with the cavalry pushing west and the 
army corps heading south across the Rapidan 
at Germanna and Ely’s fords. The western 
forces reunite on April 30, some 50,000 strong 
with 108 artillery pieces, near an old tavern 
called Chancellorsville by the junction of 
the main routes of the Orange Turnpike and 
Orange Plank Road. They overnight here and 
plan next to move east from the woods and 
take the high ground overlooking an open 
area along the road. This would give the 
Union advantages of location, manpower, and 
firepower to overtake the Confederate army 
retreating west from Fredericksburg. It was a 
good plan but it did not turn out that way.

With the enemy now on his side of the 
Rappahannock, Lee faces a serious dilemma.  
Conventional military wisdom dictated that 
he retreat south and escape Hooker’s trap. Lee 
opts instead to meet the Union head-on. He 
boldly divides his army, leaving a small force 
of about 9,000 men and 56 cannon to defend 
their Fredericksburg position, while General 
“Stonewall” Jackson’s men march west all 
night to Zion Church. There, Jackson and Lee 
devise a plan to flank Hooker on the west and 
attack him from the rear. By 11:00 AM on May 
1, Jackson’s forces are again heading west. At 
the same time, Union troops are heading east. 
The armies collide near Chancellorsville in a 
day of fierce fighting.

On May 2, Lee divides his army again to 
exploit a weakness on the Union’s right flank. 
He sends 29,400 men under Jackson through 
the dense Wilderness around the Union to 
attack from the west, leaving himself fewer 
than 15,000 men to face down the bulk of 
the Union army. Around 5:00 PM, Jackson’s 
forces mount an attack that causes total dis-
order among the Union troops and many 
casualties. Most of Hooker’s forces retreat 
back near Chancellorsville by 7:00 PM where 
they assemble cannon and form a new line 
of defense. By 9:00 PM most activity ceases. 
Around 9:30 PM while reconnoitering, Jack-
son is mistakenly shot by his own forces and 
suffers wounds to the left upper arm and right 
hand. His arm is later amputated in an attempt 
to save his life, but he gets an infection and 
dies of pneumonia on May 10.  

Aggressive fighting continues May 3-4 at 
Chancellorsville, while Union troops under 
General Sedgwick are battling General Early’s 
Confederates at Fredericksburg.  On May 
5, Sedgwick retreats north back across the 
Rappahannock River. Hooker follows with the 
rest of his army from Chancellorsville on May 
6.  

Chancellorsville is considered Lee’s great-
est victory. Using cunning, and dividing their 
forces repeatedly, the massively outnumbered 
Confederates drove the Union army from the 
battlefield. The campaign cost the Union about 
17,300 casualties, and the Confederates about 
13,500. The Battle of Chancellorsville was the 
bloodiest battle in American history to that 
date, with 30,764 combined casualties. At the 
end of the Civil War, Chancellorsville ranked 
as the fourth bloodiest battle of that war.  

This article is provided by the Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee 
and Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library, 
with assistance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil 
War Northern Neck. 

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

One of the significant cultural losses over 
the last century has been that of idiom-

atic use of language. With the rise of modern 
means of communication the dialects, gram-
matical constructions and systemic expres-
sions that characterized the organic growth 
of America have been homogenized into a 
more bland and uniform manner of speech. 
Radio and television have been the principal 
culprits in this transformation, which a few of 
us obstinately continue to oppose.

Some pockets of early language remain, 
most notably with the residents of Tangier 
Island, who speak with what linguists con-
sider to be 17th-century accents and inflec-
tions. Being a small population, isolated by 
Chesapeake Bay, they are able to maintain 
their traditions despite satellite TV and digital 
media exposing the world to them. 

Perhaps the defining instance of insularity 
came during a blizzard over a half-century 
ago when The Times of London published an 
article with the headline, “Storm Conditions 
Severe: Continent Isolated.” A similar refer-
ence to British individuality relates to the 
time the Russian Tsar Alexander III was fish-
ing on a pier. An aide approached him, saying, 
“Sire, the Ambassador of Her Majesty the 

Queen of England requests an audience.” The 
Tsar replied, “Tell the representative of that 
woman on the island that when the Emperor 
of All of the Russias is fishing, he is not to be 
disturbed.”

In the Northern Neck our most telling idiom 
comes with the usage of the preposition “in.” 
As expressed in the opening phrase of the last 
sentence, we live “in” the Northern Neck, and 
not “on” the Northern Neck, despite what 
the radio announcers and weather forecast-
ers often blast forth. It is our most identifiable 
idiom, one upon which we diehards continue 
to insist.

In the last quarter of the 19th-century 
when the town of Colonial Beach was being 
established leading up to its incorporation in 
1892, the street naming was important for 
the selling of lots. The long road hugging 

the Potomac River for the length of its resi-
dential shoreline came to be Irving Avenue, 
but colloquially, it always has been called 
“The Front,” because it faces the River. To 
this day, to refer to it as Irving Avenue, other 
than for 911 deliveries, is meaningless to the 
cognoscenti.

In bygone years, locals spoke of the lingo 
of an area outside The Beach as White 
Oak Swamp Language. The Swamp was a 

pocket of particular speech, and stood out 
to those folks who had a special tongue of 
their own.

Another of Virginia’s idiosyncratic prac-
tices revolves around the city in which Wood-
row Wilson was born. Alphabetically, it looks 
like “Staunton,” but phonetically, it is pro-
nounced as if it were “Stanton.” Articulating 
the “u” in Staunton is akin to living “on” the 
Northern Neck.

Virginians make decided impressions on 
others with their language. After the first 
freshman history class I taught at The Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville, I asked if 
anyone had questions for me. A young lady 
raised her hand and said, “Ah cain’t under-
stand you. You tawk phunny.”

The Northern Neck’s two profound schol-

ars of usage and custom were the late news 
writer and editor Isabel Gough and the late 
historian C. Jackson Simmons. Isabel spent 
her life living in her family home in Ditchley, 
covering every event that she could, making 
sure that the public would read about it under-
standing that the specialized manner in which 
she described it reflected her personal back-
ground knowledge of the Northern Neck and 
its peculiarities.

Jack Simmons was the acknowledged 
master of our language. He was a distin-
guished attorney, who was passionately 
concerned that we not lose our heritage. His 
enduring legacy was his final book, Speaking 
of the Northern   Neck of Virginia and Life in 
its Long-Untrodden Ways During Three and 
a Half Centuries, in which he collected many 
of his memorable speeches that documented 
what made what he called our “moated Eden” 
the unique historical force it has been over the 
past now nearly four centuries. His volume is 
the best place to begin to grasp what makes 
the Northern Neck its own place.

After all these years, I have come to realize 
that perhaps my student of long ago was cor-
rect; we do “tawk phunny,” and how happy I 
am that we do.

...We live “in” the Northern Neck, 
and not “on” the Northern Neck, 
despite what the radio announc-
ers and weather forecasters often 
blast forth.

Civil War Sesquicentennial 
150 Years Ago,  April 27-May 6, 1863: Chancellorsville Campaign

(Reprints from the April 18, 1913 issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)
Boat notes

Two bits of sea talk, dear to the hearts of all 
old salts, were consigned to Davy Jones’s locker 
Tuesday in an order issued by the Secretary Dan-
iels abolishing the designation port and starboard 
and replacing them with right and left in the 
United States Navy.

While bound from the Rappahannock to the Great 
Wicomico last week, the schooner S. F. Kirwin, 
Capt. Sanders, struck an obstruction underwater 
which made a hole or started a seam in the vessel, 
causing her to leak badly. The pumps were kept 
going eight hours while underway until Weems 
was reached, when the Kerwin was beached, with 
two feet of water in the hold. Later the vessel was 
hauled up for repairs, and when completed will sail 
for the Great Wicomico to load for Baltimore.
Dr. Fisher At Irvington

The Civic League meeting at the Irvington High 
School Monday evening was well attended, and 

no doubt will prove of great benefit to the school 
and community. A program of unusual interest 
had been prepared and was well rendered. Several 
papers on sanitation and kindred subjects were 
read by the students. These were interspersed 
with vocal music. Dr. A. C. Fisher, representative 
of the State Department of Health, and what the 
requirements for an up-to-date school were and 
under what condition the student could accom-
plish the most. A business meeting of the league 
will be held next week.

Pinkardsville
Rev. W. F. Dunaway leaves today (Tuesday) to 

visit his son in Smithfield.
Miss Annie Hurst and Miss Bettie Hardding vis-

ited the Misses Pinkard recently.
Dolly Hudgings, after spending a week or more 

with his relatives, the Boswells, has returned to 
his home at Monaskin, his parents having recently 
moved from Middlesex to that place.

We have had refreshing and beneficial rains of 
late.

Caught On The Fly
S. J. Steiner has returned to his home at 

Monaskin after a lengthy visit to relatives and 
friends in Baltimore.

John F. Gouldman, Jr., at one time a cashier 
of the Lancaster National Bank at Irvington, has 
been elected councilman for Fredericksburg.
Lancaster Courthouse

Misses Crawford and Young, of Richmond, gave 
a recital here on Tuesday evening.   They also 
organized a promising missionary society here.

While a party of young people from this place 
were returning from Edgely Monday night in W. 
E. Walkerís automobile the machine was run into 
a ditch to keep from hitting some mischievious 
boys who blocked its progress. All the occupants 
were forced to get out in the mud and water and 
it was with difficulty the automobile was pried 
out.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

I take personal offense at a 
“letter to the editor” in the April 
11 Rappahannock Record.

The writer indicates scare 
tactics are being used to 
coerce citizens and business 
owners to act against the pur-
chase of the “White Elephant” 

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

Concerns confused
for scare tactics

at 1 North Main Street.
The only comments I have 

used was safety, congestion, 
cost of property and parking. 
These are the main concerns 
of 99% of the citizens I have 
talked to.

The writer mentions the 
mayor’s position as one of a 
lead position. Apparently all 
the changes to the mayor’s 
position have been forgot-
ten. What has been done to 
this position and the way he 
is spoken to by some council 
members is very disrespectful 
to the position.

The present mayor should 
have been in on the negotia-
tions and a signer of the sales 
contract. The four council 
members that voted to pur-
chase the property fail to 
remember that the mayor was 

also elected.
The nasty comments that 

are made by some council 
members need to stop. This 
action makes Kilmarnock the 
laughing stock of the North-
ern Neck.

The one true comment and 
I quote “Be careful what you 
believe until you know the 
facts.”

It is important to attend the 
council meetings. If this is not 
possible, call the town office 
or contact the council mem-
bers and voice your opinion.

The letter to the editor from 
councilman William Smith 
tells of the major problem 
with the present sales transac-
tion as reported in the same 
paper a week earlier.

Robert Wille,
Kimarnock
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Lunch: 11-3, Dinner: 5 pm to close
Reservations accepted

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
www.bentleysgrille.com

Special Events
Monday

Prime Rib AuJus
Tuesday

Roasted Fleet’s Bay Oysters
Wednesday

Mexican Fiesta
Thursday

Ladies Nite
Friday

Wine Tastings
Saturday

Breakfast/Brunch

Paid Political Announcement

Caucus of the Northumberland County 
Democratic Committee

The Northumberland County Democratic Committee 
will conduct a caucus on April 29, 2013, beginning 
at 7 pm, at the Heathsville Public Library. An organi-
zational meeting beginning at 6 pm will precede the 
caucus.

The purpose of the caucus is to nominate a Demo-
cratic for the 2d and 3d Districts for the Northumber-
land Board of Supervisors and to select up to three 
(3) delegates and up to two (2) alternates for the First 
Congressional District Democratic Convention con-
vening in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on May 18, 2013.

Those desiring to be a candidate for nomination 
for the aforementioned positions must file a written 
declaration to that effect with Bill Fleischman, Chair, 
Northumberland Democratic Committee, PO Box 24, 
Wicomico Church, VA 22579, by hand or postmark 
no later than close of business April 25, 2013.

Those attending the caucus beginning at 7 pm must 
previously sign a standardized declaration stating 
that he or she is a Democrat, does not intend to sup-
port a candidate who opposes a Democratic nomi-
nee in the ensuing general election, and is a regis-
tered voter in Northumberland County, Virginia. The 
standardized forms will be available at 6:30 pm at the 
April 29 organizational meeting.

Admittance at the 7 pm caucus is limited to those 
having the standard declaration form or those in line 
at 7 pm.

Contact Bill Fleischman at 804-580-5255 for further 
information.

Authorized and paid for by the 
Northumberland County Democratic Committee

Back Pain, Neck Pain,
Spinal Stenosis, Disc Herniation?

Regain your quality of life with Cox Technic.
The research driven solution for spine pain.

For more information
Visit: www.dcnng.com

Call: 804-435-3333

Dobe Run
Canine Boarding & Daycare

where the stay is great, because we don’t crate!

758-4360 offi ce
Hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 7 days a week

Grooming 3 Days a Week
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

By Appointment Only

Advertise in the June Rivah!
On newsstands May 23!

SUPER SAVINGS by advertising 
in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: May 8
Call the Rappahannock Record

 at 435-1701 
or the Southside Sentinel

at 758-2328
soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our
Rivah website Special!

For 60 years, the Lion’s Club has been there for you.
We go to the schools to check hearing and sight for the 

kids.
We have built many ramps for the elderly and handi-

capped.
We cater lunch when you give blood at the Red Cross.
We collect used glasses for those in need, and supply 

glasses for those who qualify.
We work at the farmers market selling products made 

by the blind.
We help needy families at Christmas.
Our motto is to serve, everything we do and collect 

stays in Northumberland County.
For 60 years, you the residents have supported us, and 

with your continued help and support we will be here 
another 60 years.

Bob Binsky, club president, Wicomico Church

At www.adfmedia.org/files/
ExpremismPresentation.pdf 
is the source document pre-
sented by our U.S. Army to 
young men and women in uni-
form to warn them that Catho-
lics, Evangelical Christians 
and Jews are to be considered 
potential domestic terrorists 
right alongside Al Qaeda, 
Hamas and the Ku Klux Klan. 

While our military is being 
thus abused as “useful idiots,” 
thousands of veterans are 
being required to appear for 
mental health evaluations 
where many are stunned to 
find they have been stripped 
of their Second Amendment 
rights. Don’t believe me? 
Then do a search for David 
A. Schmecker, (Navy veteran 
honorably discharged) and 
listen to his horror story.

Just this past February, Min-
nesota-based “Law Enforce-
ment Training Inc.” entered 
a two million dollar contract 
with DHS to print “contro-
versial” shooting targets that 
include images of children, 
pregnant women and elderly 
gun owners. The object of 
these targets was to help over-
come “hesitation on the part 
of cops when deadly force 
is required on subjects with 
atypical age, frailty or condi-
tion,” and to “break that ste-
reotype on the range, regard-
less of how slim the chances 
are of encountering a real life 
scenario that involves a child, 
pregnant woman, etc.”

And they want to disarm us?
The infamous Southern 

Poverty Law Center is the 
organization that provides our 
military with their “exper-
tise” on this subject and has 
also identified The American 
Family Association, Con-
cerned Women for America, 
Coral Ridge Ministries and 
Family Research Council as 
terrorist organizations.

We the People are being 
demonized to further a nefari-
ous and deadly agenda. When 
you read this our Senate will 
have voted on disarming all of 
us.

Our inalienable right to 
Keep and Bear Arms cannot 
be outlawed. It cannot be voted 
away. We must stop this march 
toward tyrannical subjugation 
before it is too late.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

This country is being run by 
special interest groups. Our 
legislators now reflect more of 
the will of lobbyists and their 
campaign contributions than 
the “will of the people.”

Up until shortly after the 
1950s the prevailing consensus 
was that the second amendment 
meant that states could raise 
militias in case the federal gov-
ernment had too much power. 
Remember this was written in 
the 18th century right after a 
revolution against a very pow-
erful mother county.

The gun sellers and gun 
lobbies saw to it that lawyers 
started writing briefs to make 
the second amendment look 
like individuals could become 
militias themselves. So here we 
are with this nonsense going 
on.

Another area where we have 
been duped is with big banks. 
During the Bush years, what 
little oversight in place was 
gradually changed or elimi-
nated so “free enterprise” 
could flourish without govern-
ment. Most reputable experts 
believe we would not have had 
a financial meltdown resulting 
in a deep recession had these 
changes not been made. These 
changes were heavily influence 
by lobbyists for the big banks. 

Ah, so it is freedom we want. 
Yes, the freedom to worry 
that our lovely grandchildren 
will be killed by some assault 
weapon at school. The freedom 
to worry that our life savings 
will again be gambled away 
by anonymous bankers using 
our money to fatten their pay-
checks at our expense without 
any accountability

I am all for business and 
especially supporting local 
business. But I don’t feel the 
need to support more gun sales 
in a country already overrun 
with them. I don’t think big 
banks should have control over 
what happens to our economy. 

I would prefer the kind of 
“freedom from,” that sensible 
regulations can give us. Most 
importantly, I want the “will of 
the people” heard and not the 
will of special interests.

Mary Lloyd Lay,
Irvington

With all the rhetoric on both 
sides of the issue, it all boils 
down to just a  few facts.

would have stopped any of the 
recent shootings nor will it stop 
any  such future attacks.

No matter how they dress it up, 
the ultimate goal is to have a 
disarmed citizenry (except for 
the government and criminals), 
which historically has never 
ended well (think Hitler, Stalin, 
Mao).

seemingly stop at nothing to 
accomplish its ultimate goal, 
(think Fast and Furious), it’s 
worth pondering just what 
other means they would use to 
that end.

As Edmund Burke said, 
“Those who don’t know his-
tory are destined to repeat it.”

Sadly, the deliberate dumb-
ing down of the U.S.  may well 
be  paving the way for that to 
occur.

 Ruth J Mills,
Reedville

During National Volunteer 
Week, April 21- 27, organizations 
around the nation and in Virginia 
will recognize volunteers and 
their service.

During the past year, Three 
Rivers Medical Reserve Corps 
members have been extremely 
active and responsive to the Vir-
ginia Department of Health and 
the Three Rivers Health District. 
MRC volunteers served in a vari-
ety of support and medical roles 
providing seasonal flu vaccine, 
participating in emergency drills 
with local hospitals and county 
governments, providing basic 
health screenings to residents of 
a local shelter and attending state 
trainings on health and emer-
gency response.

The volunteers supported the 
Three Rivers Health District by 
contributing 1,050 hours with 
a value to the Commonwealth 
exceeding $26,000. 

MRC volunteers support 
public health and shore up local 
resources during emergencies.
They are volunteers in action and 
answer the call when they are 
needed by their community.

The Three Rivers Medical 
Reserve Corps and the Three 
Rivers Health District recognize 
all the time, talents, resources and 
commitment which are shared by 
our members. We are happy to 
celebrate the service of our vol-
unteers and all they do to improve 
the life and health of the citizens 
of the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. 

Valerie Prince,
coordinator,

Three Rivers MRC

Modern society can often be 
viewed with distress.

It seems every television, 
radio and magazine announce-
ment reports increases in self 
interest, disintegration of com-
munity and lack and loss of 
faith.

Many of us have even begun 
to consider if these negative 
cultural trends are simply “how 
it is now.” For those of you who 
have pondered this possibility I 
have one word of hope, BASE-
BALL.  

Baseball, where all are 
welcome and each individual 
strives for excellence, in accord 
with all, for the common good 
of all. Is there anything more 
American than that?

It is what our country was 
built on. On any given night 
during the spring and summer, 
one can go to a magical place 
on Irvington Road outside 
Kilmarnock, a place called 
Dreamfields. On these fields 
you can see with your own 
eyes that the American dream 
is alive and well, thriving and 
growing.

Dreamfields Baseball Park 
is maintained and staffed by 
an amazing group of volun-
teers. They are members of 
our community who show up 
every day and ask themselves 
“What is the most I can do?”

They appreciate the impor-
tance of investing in the youth 
of our community. What a won-
derfully American concept. I 
experience pride and sense of 
accomplishment when I visit 
the ball park. I feel the wel-
coming comfort of community 
sitting on the bleachers with 
families and friends. I admire 
the strong role models that are 
there to coach and encourage 
the boys and girls through both 
wins and losses.

I remember how important 
dreams are when I watch my 
son play baseball.     

Emily Simpson,
Lancaster

The staff at Belle Isle State Park 
recognizes the volunteers who 
contribute time, talent and energy 
to the park during National Vol-
unteer Week, April 21-27.

The most active group are the 
Friends of Belle Isle, a citizen 
support group that raise funds for 
the Music by the River series and 
staffs the refreshment area at the 
concerts, hosts the annual Easter 
Egg Hunt in April and the 5K 
race in September, and applies 
for grants for park projects.

In addition, Belle Isle ben-
efits from the expertise of the 
Northern Neck chapters of the 
Virginia Master Naturalists, Vir-
ginia Native Plant Society, and 
Audubon.

The park also hosts volunteer 
groups from Chesapeake Bay 
Governor’s School, scouts, and 
high school groups, as well as 
Alternative Spring Break groups 
and Camp Hosts.

These volunteer groups con-
duct trail work, maintenance of 
native plant gardens, bluebird 
trail monitoring, invasive plant 
removal, park clean-up events 

Return to the
‘will of the people’

YOUR LETTERS

Sixty years of service

Hope is spelled
b-a-s-e-b-a-l-l

More reasons for
remaining armed

Gun control facts

Park recognizes
its volunteers

and tree plantings.
In this time of budget cuts, vol-

unteers provide vital services that 
would otherwise go unmet.

Volunteering for Virginia State 
Parks earns benefits for reaching 
hour milestones such as parking 
passes and free camping.

Charlene Talcott,
chief ranger-visitor experience,

Belle Isle State Park

Celebrate volunteers
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Fashion Show and
Luncheon

May 3rd  11:30 to 2:00 

Crazy Crab Restaurant of Reedville
stores featured are

Pearl Boutique of Kilmarnock
Wildest Dreams Boutique of Burgess

Bring girlfriends and have a great day!
Great food and great fashions all in one

Tickets for sale at stores and
Crazy Crab Restaurant

For more information please call  804-453-9453

Rivah Consignments
   ...The Northern Neck’s Largest
                Consignment Shop!

O PE NING 
THIS SATU RDAY APRIL 20

10 a.m. Door Prizes and Refreshments 
From the owners of Rivah Antiques & Accessories

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS!

Call today for an appointment (804) 435-8999

JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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MDo you remember?

This undated photo shows a Lancaster Little League opening day. It is believed to be from the late ‘70s 
or early ‘80s said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a 
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo courtesy of the late Edgar McCrobie collection

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week will 
be observed April 21 through 27. The 

theme this year, set by the National Center for 
Victims of Crime, is “New Challenges, New 
Solutions.” 

On March 28, the Lancaster County Board 
of Supervisors unanimously adopted a local 
resolution commemorating Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week, said Lancaster County Victim-
Witness Program victim-witness director Lydia 
King.

In honor of this event, Lancaster County 
Public School students in elementary, middle, 
and high school have created works of art 
inspired by crime victims’ issues and concerns.  
Entrepreneur Michael Christopher has gener-
ously donated the use of the indoor mall next 
to Peebles to display student artwork from 
April 22 to 26, said King. 

On April 27, Lancaster County will wel-
come at least three noted speakers.  The event 
will begin at 11 a.m. at the Rappahannock 
Community College Kilmarnock Center, she 
announced.

Sarah Hess, who leads a Virginia Beach 
chapter of Parents of Murdered Children, will 
speak of her experience as a survivor of a 
loved one’s homicide, and share information 
that might benefit other survivors.

Malaika Albrecht, a poet and advocate for 
survivors of sexual violence, will share a 
wealth of knowledge about dealing with the 
aftermath of sexual assault.

Ruth Micklem, community response advo-
cate at The Haven Shelter and Services, will 
describe some of the services provided in the 
area for victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault.

A representative from the Court-Appointed 
Special Advocates for children will share 
information and materials.

Speaker accommodations were donated by 
Holiday Inn in Kilmarnock, noted King.

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week events 
in nearby counties include candle light vigils 
April 24 in Gloucester and April 25 in West-
moreland County.

King can be reached at 462-5151.

Nationwide, the month 
of April is known as 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month. During this month, 
communities concerned about 
the impact of sexual assault 
unite in recognition and sup-
port of sexual assault survi-
vors in the hope of strengthen-
ing the community’s resolve 
to prevent sexually motivated 
violence.  

The Haven Shelter and Ser-
vices Inc. is an agency that 
provides services to survivors 
of sexual violence within the 
counties of Essex, Richmond, 
Westmoreland, Lancaster and 
Northumberland, said execu-
tive director Ellen Yackel. 
Unfortunately, even the rural 
communities served by The 
Haven are not free from sexual 
violence. 

Sexual violence cuts across 
all socio-economic levels of 
society and anyone of any age, 
race or gender can be victim-
ized. Current statistics in Vir-
ginia indicate that by age 18, 1 
in 4 girls and 1 in 5 boys will 
be sexually assaulted. Equally 
alarming is the fact that 1 in 
6 women have experienced 
an attempted or completed 
incidence of rape during their 
lives.

Additionally, 1 in 33 men 
reported victimization in the 
form of attempted or com-
pleted rape with 75% of these 
assaults occurring before these 
men reached the age of 18.

Another alarming fact is that 
perpetrators of sexual assault 
generally know their victims 
prior to the assault. This fact 
is in stark contrast to the ste-
reotyped television portrayal 
of stranger motivated acts of 
sexual violence. 

Not surprisingly, the trauma, 

shame and stigma commonly 
associated with the crime of 
sexual assault deter many 
people from ever reporting 
an assault of this nature to 
authorities. Many times, indi-
viduals who report a sexual 
assault to authorities find 
themselves feeling frustrated, 
overwhelmed, and often re-
traumatized by the disjointed 
process of investigation and 
prosecution that can ensue.

Many times an individual 
who experienced an assault 
is subjected to repeated inter-
views by authorities as if their 
credibility is in question or 
perhaps their actions somehow 
motivated the perpetrator to 
commit the assault. In some 
instances, society will scruti-
nize the individual’s actions 
who reported a sexual assault 
and this scrutiny is commonly 
termed as “victim blaming.” 
This pattern of scrutiny against 
someone who reports a sexual 
assault is emotionally damag-
ing to that individual, as well 
as, society. 

When perpetrators are not 
held accountable for criminal 
acts they commit, then soci-
ety begins to accept and ratio-
nalize this criminal behavior 
as “boys being boys,” “she 
asked for it” and “she didn’t 
act like someone who had just 
been raped.” When assisting 
a victim of sexual assault one 
must first remember to believe 
the person and act accordingly 
in seeking appropriate services 
for intervention.

It is very important that sur-
vivors feel safety and support 
when disclosing the facts of 
a sexual assault for the first 
time and not condemnation for 
what someone else feels the 
assaulted individual “should 

The Lancaster County Democratic Committee will hold an 
assembled caucus at 7:30 p.m. April 29 at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside to elect three delegates and two alternates to the First 
Congressional District Convention May 18 in Fredericksburg, 
for the purpose of electing members of the State Central Com-
mittee.

The doors of the caucus will open at 7 p.m. for check-in and 
will be closed  at 7:30. As noted in the “Call to Caucus,” posted 
at lancovadems.org, those wishing to have their names placed 
on the ballot as a candidate for delegate or alternate must file a 
certificate of candidacy with LCDC chairman Jan Smith at P.O. 
Box 318, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, by 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 
24, 2013.

The certificate of candidacy may be obtained at the LCDC 
website. If no more than three candidates for delegate and two 
for alternate are pre-filed by the April 24 deadline, those can-
didates will be declared elected and the April 29 caucus will be 
cancelled.

Community to observe National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
have done.” 

During April and all year 
long, The Haven staff is avail-
able to provide counseling and 
advocacy services to persons 
who have experienced a sexual 
assault, said Yackel. Teal rib-
bons and information have 
been distributed throughout 
The Haven’s service area to 
encourage community support 
in April for sexual assault sur-
vivors.

The Haven also urges com-
munity members to be mindful 
and encourage a “no tolerance” 
attitude for “victim blaming” 
practices when encountered, 
she said.

To schedule a community 
awareness event for an agency 
or civic organization, contact 
The Haven at 1-800-224-2836, 
or 333-1099. 

Democrats to hold caucus

RICHMOND—The Chesa-
peake Bay Restoration Fund 
advisory committee recently 
announced the awarding of 68 
grants totaling approximately 
$367,000 from 2012 sales of 
“Friend of the Chesapeake” 
special license plates.

The advisory committee 
received 88 proposals from 
schools, colleges, universi-
ties, civic organizations, soil 
and water conservation dis-
tricts, planning district com-
missions, state agencies and 
local governments.

Locally, the Westmoreland 
and Richmond County 4-H 
received $2,040 to continue 
with environmental pro-
gramming of the “4-H Water 
Wizard Daycamp.”

The Urbanna Oyster Fes-
tival Foundation received 
$3,480 for its “Marine Sci-
ence Legacy Program” and 
“Education Day.”

The Longwood University 
Hall Springs Farm Founda-
tion received $5,000 to col-
lect “before” and “after” data 
regarding wetlands restora-
tion.

For a complete list of 
grants approved by the 2013 
General Assembly go to 
http://dls.virginia.gov/com-
missions/cbr.

Bay plate
grants are
awarded

SUBSCRIBE

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext.  15
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804-435-5117


