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KILMARNOCK—Representatives 
of Virginia government and the North-
ern Neck-Chesapeake Bay Region 
Economic Development Partnership 
recently conducted an all-day meeting 
March 27.

The event included tours of Rappa-
hannock Community College’s Kil-
marnock Center and Rappahannock 
General Hospital, as well as drive-by 
inspections of Kilmarnock Technol-
ogy Park and the Virginia Quality 
Life campus. Presentations from area 
business leaders were  hosted by The 
Tides Inn in Irvington. 

Chesapeake Bank chairman, chief 
executive officer and president Jeff 
Szyperski’s business profile compared 
the traditional economic mainstays 
of the Northern Neck to its present 
prospects, citing the area’s “can-do” 
attitude.

“If the economic pathfinders in the 
area had listened to feasibility studies 
rather than following their instincts 
and innate belief in the Northern 
Neck, neither the beautiful Tides Inn 
resort, the Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury retirement commu-
nity, nor, more recently, the Quality 
Life Center would have ever been 
built,” said Szyperski. “Now they are 
thriving, and are great examples of 
what this area is capable of sustaining 
if given the chance.”

Paul Sciacchitano of Wells Fargo 
Investors gave an overview of Visions, 
an organization dedicated to reducing 
poverty and improving the lives of 
Lancaster and Northumberland resi-
dents. He detailed its economic devel-
opment plans and discussed the chal-
lenges created by the Northern Neck’s 
geographic situation.

The size of the area fosters travel 
patterns that encourage residents 
to conduct business in Fredericks-
burg, Newport News, Williamsburg 
or Richmond rather than within the 
Northern Neck, said Sciacchitano. 
Visions would prefer to see people 
promote the local economy and drive 
economic development by transacting 
their business locally.

“We are in the country—but we are 

A fourth-generation farmer, Landre Toulson 
has gotten his hands dirty working the soil 

in Northumberland County, where he was born 
and raised. Toulson knows what it means to 
put in a long, hard day on the farm. But he also 
knows how farming has evolved—that it’s now 
as much about technology as back-breaking 
labor—and he wants to pass that knowledge on 
to young, aspiring farmers. 

Toulson is the new Lancaster/Northumberland 
Virginia Cooperative Extension agent, split-
ting time between the offices in Lancaster and 
Heathsville. He fills a position that’s been vacant 
for more than two years since former agent Matt 
Lewis resigned. Toulson’s first day on the job 
was March 25. 

He spent the first two weeks renewing old 
friendships, making new aquaintances and 
familiarizing himself with his offices and 
responsibilities. 

Toulson grew up in Wicomico Church where 
his parents, Vandy and Lucille, owned a farm. A 
1995 graduate of Northumberland High School, 
he received his bachelor’s degree in plant and 
soil science and his master’s in vo-tech education 
with a special project in agriculture, both from 
Virginia State University. 

He worked for Monsanto after graduation 
before coming home to Northumberland briefly 
to work on the family farm and help manage 
his dad’s trucking company. In 2004, Toulson 
founded Toulson Enterprises LLC trucking com-
pany in Sandston. 

“But I always wanted to come back home and 
work,” said Toulson, who makes the 90-minute 
drive from Richmond to the Northern Neck 
every day. His wife, Jessica, drives to Hampton 

every day. Toulson is hoping the two will relo-
cate to the Northern Neck soon. 

For now, he seems happy to just be back here 
working, close to family and friends. 

Toulson’s great-grandfather was a farmer and 
now his twin brothers, Eric and Derrick, manage 
his father’s farm. 

“My father worked at the sheriff’s office when 
I was young and they put him on day shift,” said 
Toulson. “When I was 
about 14, he said I had 
to work on the farm. 
He bought me an old 
pickup truck and every 
morning I’d load it 
with [sacks] of beans 
and head out and plant 
them. I’d come back 
in for lunch and reload 
and do it again. 

“It was hard work but it taught me a lot about 
responsibility and life,” said Toulson. “My father 
taught me that nobody is going to give you any-
thing, except family. You have to work for it.”

Toulson would love to see more young people 
adopt the philosophies he learned and more seek 
careers in farming or on the water. 

“I really want to start working with the high 
school kids,” said Toulson. “Since the schools 
don’t have agricultural programs anymore, I’d 
like to start an agriculture club.

“There’s really a bright future for farming in 
this area for kids,” he added. 

Farming is now more technology-based, he 
said. Tractors are equipped with GPS devices 
that include grids of the field and it guides itself. 

“You have to spin it differently to kids,” he 
said. “It’s not about getting out and slinging 
bean bags and getting dirty like it used to be. It 

has to be presented to kids as technology-based. 
There’s lots of IT involved.”

Some of his duties as extension agent will be 
helping farmers accept and understand emerging 
technologies, said Toulson. 

He has a wish list of projects and on it are 
field days. He’d like to hold them on the football 
or athletic fields at area high schools. The all-day 
event would include instructional and educa-

tional booths. 
“I’ve found hom-

eowners are actually 
over-fertilizing their 
yards and there are 
serious environmental 
concerns,” he said. “It’s 
not only farmers pol-
luting the waters, it’s 
homeowners. If you 
fertilize today and we 

get two inches of rain tomorrow, about 60% of 
that is going to end up in our bay, our rivers and 
our tributaries. We have to be smart.”

Although Toulson acts as both the Lancaster 
and Northumberland agent, he has spent most of 
his first few weeks in the Heathsville office. 

Unfortunately, he said, the core group of farm-
ers in Lancaster has decreased a lot. “But I’m 
going to be wherever I’m needed and I’ll base 
my schedule on need,” said Toulson. 

“I’m no expert,” he added. “I don’t know all 
the answers, but I do have a lot of people at my 
disposal who are experts and I can get the ques-
tions answered.”

There are 110 field extension offices in Vir-
ginia. Extension agents assist residents with 
agriculture and natural resource issues, family 
and consumer concerns and 4-H and youth 
development.

From left are (top row), Jeff Szyperski, Paul Sciacchitano and Jimmie Carter; (bottom row) James Cheng, Bob 
Sledd and Liz Povar.

What about our economy? State, local leaders confer

not in the sticks,” said Rappahannock 
General Hospital Foundation execu-
tive director Jimmie Carter.

He spoke about the many assets of 
the region—physical and cultural as 
well as “people” assets such as lead-
ership—and how these can be used 

to drive economic development. “I 
believe that the Northern Neck is at a 
tipping point of a new era of develop-
ment,” he said.

Members of the Richmond del-
egation praised local representatives 
for their firm grasp of what needs to 

be done to keep the area going and 
expanding. Several of them remarked 
that the Northern Neck has many 
opportunities for growth, if its lead-
ers will focus on what they would 
like it to become. 

However, one statistic they found 

alarming was a drop in the young adult 
population, showing that the poten-
tial workforce is going elsewhere. 
They emphasized the importance of 
improving education in the area, not 
only to train the workforce but to keep 
young parents from moving away to 
find better schools for their children. 

“People want prosperity, but if the 
area doesn’t have the commitment to 
change, it will not work,” said Bob 
Sledd, Gov. Bob McDonnell’s senior 
economic advisor. 

Others attending from Richmond 
were Secretary of Commerce and 
Trade James Cheng, Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment director Bill Shelton, Virginia 
Economic Development Partnership 
busines development director Liz 
Povar, Deputy Secretary for Rural 
Economic Development Mary Rae 
Carter, Virginia Economic Devel-
opment Partnership representative 
Robin Bass, Del. Maraget Ran-
sone staff member Jennifer Peters,  
Del. Keith Hodges and Sen. Ryan 
McDougle.

The event was coordinated by 
Visions director Joni Carter. Other 
representatives of local business and 
community interests were Lancaster 
County supervisor Wally Beau-
champ, Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury president Stuart Bunting, 
Kilmarnock assistant town manager 
Susan Cockrell,  RCC president Dr. 
Elizabeth Crowther, Lancaster Social 
Services director  Edna Davenport 
and Northern Neck Planning District 
director Jerry Davis.

Also, Lancaster Community Library 
director Lindsy Gardner, Northern 
Neck Tourism Council director Lisa 
Hull, Northumberland County Eco-
nomic Development Commission vice 
chairman Bill Kling, Hickory Ground 
Solutions chief executive officer Bart 
Morrison, Visions treasurer Bill Pen-
nell; RCC vice president of workforce 
development Jason Perry, Lancaster 
County administrator Frank Pleva, 
Rappahannock Yachts owner Bruce 
Sanders and The Tides Inn general 
manager Gordon Slatford. 

Toulson returns to the farm—as an Extension agent

Landre  Toulson is the new Virginia Cooperative 
Extension agent for Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

“It’s not only farmers polluting the 
waters, it’s homeowners. If you fertil-
ize today and we get two inches of rain 
tomorrow, about 60% of that is going 
to end up in our bay, our rivers and our 
tributaries. We have to be smart.”

—Landre Toulson, Extension agent
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Exhibit April 2 - 25

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

It’s Cool to be Green
Come see the many shades of green at RAL

Would you like to 

sell your boat?
We can help!

Call today to be a part of our

SPRING BOAT SHOW
Saturday, May 18th 

9am - 5pm
                    2545 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

                    at the base of the glebe pt. bridge
                    (804) 453-3464

www.tiffanyyachts.com

WHITE STONE—The town 
council was supposed to begin 
budget discussions when it met 
last Thursday night; however, 
only two council members and 
the mayor showed up for the 
monthly meeting. 

There was no quorum and 
there was no meeting. 

At least three members of the 
seven-member council plus the 
mayor are needed to hold an 
official meeting. Councilmen 
Randy Reeves and Irving Brit-
tingham joined Mayor Lloyd 

B. Hubbard in attendance.
Council members Jennifer 

Hodges, Blair Kenyon, Joe 
Sliakis, William B. Hubbard 
and David Jones were absent 
because of illnesses, family 
emergencies and vacations.

Town manager Patrick Frere 
was planning to present coun-
cil a report on anticipated rev-
enues for the fiscal year 2014 
budget.

Instead, Frere set a budget 
work session for 5 p.m. Tues-
day, April 16. The meeting will 
be held at the town office on 
Rappahannock Drive. 

White Stone Police Chief Cliff R. Dawson recently completed 
New Chief/Deputy Chiefs Training School.  

The three-day course, approved by the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justice Services, was held in Henrico County March 19-21. 

According to a statement from the Virginia Association of Chiefs 
of Police, the course is “a must for those individuals who have 
recently been appointed as a chief of police.” 

Dawson was appointed as White Stone’s Police Chief on August 
2, 2012. He replaced longtime chief William Webb, who left to take 
a position at the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Department. 
Dawson had served as a part-time deputy for the town before being 
named chief. 

Curriculum for the training course focused on issues central to 
running a successful law enforcement agency and included topics 
such as ethics, personnel issues, financial managment, Freedom of 
Information Act, Fair Labor Standards, Family Medical Leave Act, 
records management, political environments, constitutional concerns 
and legislative updates.

LANCASTER—Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert L. Cunningham recently announced the 
appointment of Kenneth M. Kunkle as deputy 
Commonwealth’s Attorney.

Kunkle is a graduate of Regent University 
School of Law and Old Dominion University.  

Before entering the practice of law, Kunkle 
served three years as a City of Suffolk police 
officer. He spent three years in the general prac-
tice of law with Tarter & Winn, P.C., in Virginia 
Beach, and served six years as deputy Common-
wealth’s Attorney in Newport News. For a brief 
time, he served as assistant public defender in 
Chesapeake.

In the Newport News Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney office, Kunkle worked closely with vice and 
narcotics detectives. He also worked on police 
training issues, conducting training classes at 
both the police academy and at daily police line-
ups.

“Ken’s service as a City of Suffolk police 
officer and his experience as deputy Common-
wealth’s Attorney with the Newport News office 
are real assets to our mission of fighting crime in 

Lancaster County,” said Cunningham.
Kunkle also has experience with the “Intel-

ligence Led: Community Prosecution, Com-
munity Partnership and Community Policing 
(ILC3P)” in Newport News. The ILC3P was a 
pilot program for one of three cities in the U.S. 
to identify problems within communities and to 
devise specific strategies to help combat each 
one.

“Ken has a background in prosecuting drug 
felonies, homicides and gun charges,” said Cun-
ningham.  

“His work is thorough. His prosecution expe-
rience with the Newport News Organized Crime 
Division, focusing on drug manufacturers and 
distributors, will definitely be an asset in fighting 
crime here in Lancaster County,” he added.

Cunningham said his office will fight against 
elements that would introduce manufacturing 
and distribution of dangerous drugs and the seri-
ous crime that accompanies them into Lancaster 
County.

“Kenneth Kunkle will be an important player 
on our team in that mission,” he said.

LANCASTER—The jury 
trial of Karlide Anthony 
Harding Jr. for the July 2011 
stabbing death of Joseph 
Maurice Waller is expected to 
take place at 9 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 16, in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court.

Lancaster Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham 

Do you have a great boat drink recipe? Perhaps you know a 
tasty way to prepare fresh caught seafood. Maybe you have 

a winning recipe in which local home-grown vegetables are the 
star. Does your family have a “famous” dessert that would be 
perfect after a day out and about around the Rivah region?

We want your best recipes for publication in The Rivah Visi-
tor’s Guide. The first edition will appear on newsstands April 25.

Send recipes to Rivah@RRecord.com by Wednesday, April 
17, and include your name and place of residence. Your recipe 
could appear in the next issue of The Rivah Visitor’s Guide!

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission is preparing to embark 
on the largest state-funded oyster 
replenishment initiative in state 
history, thanks to a record $2 mil-
lion appropriated in the budget 
by Gov. Bob McDonnell and the 
General Assembly. 

 “This historic investment will 
provide significant ecological 
and economic benefits, and will  

 Bridge inspection
The Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) will 
conduct a routine safety inspec-
tion April 15 through April 26 
on the Downing Bridge, carry-
ing Route 3 across the Rappa-
hannock River between Rich-
mond and Essex counties. 

Motorists should expect 
delays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays. 

 Shoreline workshop
Northern Neck Master Gar-

deners will hold a free workshop 
from 10 a.m. to noon April 20 
at  River Lanes Bowling at 16 
Town Center Drive in Kilmar-
nock.

The purpose is to educate 
shoreline property owners about 
their erosion control options, 
and the assistance available from 
Master Gardener  Integrated 
Shoreline Evaluation Assistance 
(I-SEA) specialists.  To register, 
contact Lancaster Cooperative 
Extension, 462-5780, or isean-
nmg@gmail.com.

White Stone Police Chief Cliff Dawson (center) recently 
completed New Chief/Deputy Chiefs Training School. He is 
congratulated above by Randy Reeves (left), chairman of the 
council’s public safety and patrol committee, and Mayor Lloyd 
B. Hubbard. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone police chief
completes training program

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone budget
work is postponed

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Help celebrate the tastes of the Rivah!

Kunkle appointed deputy
Commonwealth’s Attorney

Murder case back on docket
Jury trial set for Tuesday

by Audrey Thomasson reversed his March 1 decision 
not to proceed to trial with the 
murder case against Harding. 
A motion hearing by defense 
attorney Brent Jackson is 
scheduled for Friday, April 
12. As of Tuesday, however, 
no motion had been filed by 
Jackson’s office. 

A grand jury indicted 
Harding, 21, in July 2012 of 
second degree murder, mali-

cious wounding and attempted 
abduction of a second victim 
and destruction of that vic-
tim’s vehicle. Several other 
charges were later dismissed.

According to testimony at 
Harding’s preliminary hear-
ing, the defendant and Walter 
Eric Taylor Jr. allegedly 
argued with Waller at a party 
in the 1000 block of Irving-
ton Road. Waller’s body was 
discovered the following 
morning in a yard across the 
street.

Virginia to begin historic
oyster replenishment effort

provide consumers with more 
delicious, high-quality Virginia 
oysters,” said Secretary of Natu-
ral Resources Doug Domenech. 
“This is a win for the health of the 
bay, for oyster-lovers and for our 
hard-pressed watermen in these 
difficult economic times.” 

 The replenishment program 
will begin in May and continue 
through August. The effort will 
focus on public oyster grounds 
in the James, York and Rappah-
annock rivers, the Chesapeake 
Bay and Pocomoke and Tangier 
Sounds. 

 Restoration using shuck-
ing house shells will begin first, 
and will be staged from Omega 
Protein’s Reedville plant. The 
company has agreed to allow 
its property to be used to store 
empty oyster shells and equip-
ment necessary for the operation. 
Finding a central access point has 
been difficult in past years, and 
is critical to the success of this 
major initiative. 

 “We are happy to help support 
this important effort,’’ said Omega 
Protein spokesman Ben Landry. 
“Public service is a significant 
component to what we do and 
this clearly is a very worthwhile 
public project.” 

NEWS BREAK

Read it in
the Record!
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Washington
ZOO Excursion

*And Mom and Dad and Grandpa Too!

Saturday, May 18, 2013

Adults $60.00  Children $30.00 with paying adult - nonrefundable

RAIN OR SHINE!

NOAH
LANCASTER, PA

MOTOR COACH TOUR
SEPTEMBER 10-11, 2013

SIGHT AND
SOUND

THEATRE

Pack a lunch

& take Grandma

to the Zoo!*
Pack a lunch

& take Grandma

to the Zoo!*

Lunch: 11-3, Dinner: 5 pm to close
Reservations accepted

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
www.bentleysgrille.com

Special Events
Monday

Prime Rib AuJus
Tuesday

Roasted Fleet’s Bay Oysters
Wednesday

Mexican Fiesta
Thursday

Ladies Nite
Friday

Wine Tastings
Saturday

Breakfast/Brunch

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Well-Done New & Used Bargains
Grand Opening
Saturday, April 13

Regular Hours: Wed. - Sat. 11 am - 5 pm
10919 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville

After

Prom

Bake

Sale

FREEHot Dogsand Drinks11am til

Lilian Lumber Company
101 Years in Business!!!

(804) 453-4911

Up to 20% 
off Storewide Northern Neck Pine 

& Hardwood Mulch 
$3.09 per bag(few exceptions)

Broadcasting Live
11:00 am to 1:00 pm
with the Winner Wheel

Lilian Lumber Company
Home Center

41TH ANNIVERSARY SALE!!!

Register for door prizes

Paint Sale 4/12 to 4/13
Buy One Get-

One Free 
(Gallons Only)

Easy Care Interior
Weatherall Exterior

Door Busters
while they last!

Leisure Lawn Collection 
& Lilian Treated Furniture

20% off

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 12 individuals.
Felonies

Gerald D. Faulkner, 42, of 
Williamsburg was charged 
April 2 with breaking and 
entering and grand larceny. 

Deborah A. Thompson, 
49, of Baltimore was extra-
dited from Maryland April 3 
on charges of conspiracy to 
commit grand larceny and 
embezzlement.

Johnathan F. Mitchell, 22, 
of Monaskon Farm Road was 
charged April 8 with grand 
larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Tappahannock man, 34, 
was charged April 1 with 
nonsupport.

A Jeffery Avenue man, 28, 
was charged April 2 with 
using profane/threatening 
language over the public 
airway, destruction of prop-
erty, and petit larceny.

A Kathy Drive woman, 
33, was charged April 2 with 
failure to appear in Northum-
berland County court.

A Hayes man, 32, incar-
cerated at Lancaster, was 
charged April 2 with viola-
tion of probation ordered by 
a Gloucester County court. 

A Kilmarnock area woman, 
21, was charged April 4 with 
failure to appear in court.

A Lancaster Creek Drive 
woman, 45, was charged with 
reckless driving.

A Saluda area man, 37, was 
charged April 7 with hunting 
without a license. 

A Saluda area man, 38, was 
charged April 7 with failing 
to carry a hunting license. 

 A River Road man, 20, 
was charged April 8 with 
assault and battery. 
Activity report

The reported theft of an 
iPod from a student at Lan-
caster Middle School on 
March 26 was cleared as a 
non-criminal incident when 
the property was found after 
being misplaced, not stolen. 

March 30: Staff received 
a report of the theft of a 
Sea-Doo jet ski; the item 
is described as black with 
yellow trim and has a value 
of $12,500. 

April 1:   Staff responded to 
a larceny complaint on Mos-
quito Point Road (civil dispo-
sition) and to a burglary com-
plaint on Chesapeake Drive. 

April 2: Staff responded 
to a suspicious/trespass vehi-
cle complaint in the 3000 
block of White Chapel Road, 
to a domestic disturbance 
that left a female and chil-
dren stranded in a vehicle on 
Thomas Landing Road, to a 
shots fired complaint in the 
area of Wayne Circle, and 
received an embezzlement 
report from a Kilmarnock 

This week, the Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers seeks 
information on the whereabouts 
of three individuals.

Kenneth Wayne Horton 
Jr., 22, is wanted for assault 
and battery. He is described as 
a white male with brown eyes, 
short black hair and facial hair. 
He is 6 feet 3 inches tall and 
weighs 180 pounds. His last 
known address was 93 Oyster 
Way, Weems. 

Tyrell Montele Smith, 19, 
is wanted for failure to appear 
on destruction of property. He 
is described as a black male 
with brown eyes and black hair. 
He is 6 feet tall and weighs 180 
pounds. His last known address 
was 413 Buzzard Neck Road, 
Merry Point. 

Tiffany Wilson, 23, is 
wanted for failure to appear for 
bad checks. She is described as a 
white female with hazel eyes and 

red hair. She is 4 feet 11 inches 
tall and weighs 170 pounds. Her 
last known address was 1529 
Creek Road, Williamsburg. 

Anyone with information on 
these three individuals is urged to 
contact Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. You will not 
have to give your name or appear 
in court. 

If your information is useful 
to law enforcement, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

SUBSCRIBE

LANCASTER COUNTY CRIME SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Kenneth W. Horton Jr. Tyrell M. Smith Tiffany Wilson

area business ($160,000 loss 
reported; case under investi-
gation). 

April 3:  Staff received a 
walk-in report of a burglary 
on Jeffery Avenue (criminal 
trespass; no property losses 
reported). Staff notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of a 
traffic standard repair needed 
at Mary Ball and Merry Point 
roads, and a traffic standard 
repair needed at Irvington 
Road and Yorkshire Street. 

April 4:  Staff conducted 
an active shooter train-
ing exercise at Lancaster 
High School; the training 
lasted from approximately 
12:15 until 1:30 p.m.  Staff 
responded to a domes-
tic destruction of property 
complaint on Mt. Vernon 
Lane (mailbox and vehicle 
tampering; $30 loss) and 
received an adult protective 
services complaint from the 
Department of Social Ser-
vices (under investigation). 

April 5:  Staff responded 
with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash in the 10400 
block of Jessie DuPont 
Memorial Highway, and to 
a possible larceny on Clark 
Road (no criminal incident). 

April 6:  Staff responded 
to a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash in the 600 block 
of Morattico Road, to a 
destruction of property com-
plaint on Meyers Drive (no 
criminal incident), with the 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a fight call 
on North Main Street, with 
VSP to a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash on Courthouse 
Road (med-evac involved), 

and  received a destruction 
of property report (vehicle 
rear window; $235 loss). 

April 7:  Staff responded 
to a traffic crash in the 3500 
block of Irvington Road, to a 
complaint of f irearms target 
practice in the area of Gran-
ville Bay Road, and to a tres-
pass complaint at Gaskins 
boat landing on Steamboat 
Road. 

April 8:  Staff received 
a domestic destruction of 
property report from a Brent 
Court resident (truck keys, 
sunglasses, 3 sets of head-
phones, clock; $3,375 loss), 
checked on the well-being of 
the residents of a Fleets Bay 
Road home at the request of 
a concerned out-of-state citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed), responded with 
KPD to a disturbance call 
on Foxhill Drive, and to a 
wild animal complaint at an 
Ocran Road residence. 

Staff also conducted 29 
traffic stops, issued 16 sum-
monses, assisted five motor-
ists, handled two calls for 
traffic control, investigated 
a building alarm and fielded 
a call for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire Calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a traffic crash in the 10400 
block of Jessie DuPont 
Memorial Highway and with 
the White Stone VFD to a 
vehicle fire on Oyster Point 
Road.

The White Stone VFD also 
responded to a possible electri-
cal fire on Tabbs Choice Road.

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash 

on Morattico Road and a 
traffic crash with med-evac 
landing zone at Courthouse 
and Beanes roads.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
also responded with the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry 
to a brush/tire fire on Butter 
Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins 
this week reported charges 
against 4 individuals.
Felonies

Jeremy Lee Blackwell, 18, 
was charged April 4 with two 
counts of breaking and enter-
ing and two counts of grand 
larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 19, 
was charged April 4 with 
violating a protective order.

A Warsaw woman, 22, was 
charged April 4 with writ-
ing a bad check to the Callao 
Supermarket.

A Reedville man, 34, was 
charged April 6 with driving 
suspended.
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FYI
River Market

Wine tasting this Friday
White Stone

435-1725

Spring
Sale

Sat., April 13
10 am - 2 pm

HISTORYLAND COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
at

THE LANCASTER WOMAN’S CLUB

Seasonal Clothing
(Children & Adults),

Linens, Pillows, Toys,
 Beverages & Cookies

Look for us at 
Lancaster County

Court Days

IT’S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.

THERE ARE INDUSTRY TEST STANDARDS.
AND THEN THERE ARE TRANE STANDARDS.

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Instant rebate from $100 up to $1,250 valid on qualifying systems 
only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. 

 Nominees sought for citizenship award
The board of directors of the Northumberland Association 

for Progressive Stewardship (NAPS) recently opened nomina-
tions for the 2013 Distinguished Northumberland Citizen Award 
(DNCA).

The award honors an individual, team, organization, or busi-
ness that advances NAPS’ goals, to improve water quality, foster 
and preserve a rural atmosphere, promote and monitor land use 
policies, encourage economic growth to promote jobs and coop-
erate with others towards these goals.

Submit detailed descriptions of nominee’s efforts to Millar at 
529-9870, or rmillar@earthlink.net, by May 15.

 CSB gets $362, 338 housing grant
Governor Bob McDonnell recently announced the Middle Pen-

insula/Northern Neck Community Services Board (Gloucester 
County) received a 2013 Virginia Permanent Supportive Hous-
ing Grant of $362,338 to support the Woodland Pointe Apart-
ments project.

GLOUCESTER—Dr. Jef-
fery Barth, Ph.D., director of the 
Brain Injury and Sports Concus-
sion Institute and faculty member 
at the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine spoke March 
26 at Save the Brain: A Concus-
sion and Brain Injury Awareness 
Night.

The presentation, sponsored 
by the Middle Peninsula North-
ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services Divi-
sion, was held at T.C. Walker 
Educational Center in Glouces-
ter.

 Dr. Barth provided an engag-
ing presentation on the critically 
important issues surrounding 
brain injuries focusing on those that are mild to the most severe and 
debilitating, according to administrative assistant Gina Endres.

Dr. Barth shared with the audience of approximately 80, the out-
come of his research on brain injuries that began with his work as the 
principal research investigator with the University of Virginia, the Ivy 
League and the University of Pittsburg football teams, said Endres. 
The research was the first of its kind and culminated in a feature arti-
cle, Brain Injury: The Silent Enemy, published in the Wall Street Jour-
nal. This was a seminole research article that was the impetus behind 
the current interest in identifying and preventing brain injuries.

Subsequently, Dr. Barth began working with the NFL and the NFL 
Players Association to improve the standards of identifying concus-
sive injuries and recommending treatment protocols for ensuring a 
player is safe to return to the playing field. Much of the testing that can 
be seen on any Sunday during the season with NFL players who have 
been subjected to a hard head hit can be attributed to Dr. Barth’s work 
in this area. Dr. Barth continues to work with the Players Association, 
she said.

Dr. Barth is a colleague of Middle Peninsula Northern Neck Com-
munity Services Board executive director Chuck Walsh. Both serve 
on the State Brain Injury Council.

Free safety helmets were given to all of the participants, said Endres. 
The event was funded through a Virginia Department of Health grant 
awarded to the MPNNCSB.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross 
held a blood drive April 2 at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville.

Some 69 people responded 
and 60 units of blood were 
collected, reported Kitty 
Creeth. These were good results 
considering it was during spring 
break and many people were 
out of town, said Creeth.

The Lions Club donated and 
prepared lunches; the cooks 
were Joel Stubbs, Terence 
Wise, Bob Holley, Lee Allen, 
Beg Groenwold and Mike Har-
wood.

As always, volunteers helped 
before and during the drive, 
said Creeth. They were Garland 
Dillard and Rick Landon from 
the Heathsville and Reedville 
Masons; Joan Clements, Rick 
Skelton, Sherry Fisher, Phil-
lip Smith, Bill Kirby, Ann Le 
Kander, Julie Pritchard, Marge 
Himler, Lisa Miles and Kitty 
Creeth. Northern Neck Bot-
tling provided sodas.

Donors were Odessa J. Roane, 
Ola T. Nash, Cliff Grotz, Mari-
lyn McCabe, Ray Smith, Debo-

rah A. Mader, Stephen Tucker, 
Stanley Norris, Michael Roe, 
Marge Himler, Miranda Payne, 
Leah Fisher, Charles M. Butler, 
Sr., Vincent McCarthy, Brenda 
Loper, Warren Haynie, Julie 
Pritchard and Joe Beck.

Also, Albert L. Jones, Laura 
Peters, Patricia Priestas, Sandy 
Saxer, Vincent McCarthy, Joan 
Clements, Joan Frie, Susan 
Christopher, Christopher 
Bingham, David Traylor, Bill 
Fleischman, Anne Ulses, Jen-
nifer Straughen, Patsy Headley, 
Lance Bonnet, Robert Reamy 
Jr., David Fine, Judith M. Clark 
and Christopher Watkins.

Also, Sarah Sinclair, Ruth 
Cooper, Terence Cooper, Cindy 
Howard, Garrett Howard, 
Phillip D. Smith, Valerie R. 
Conner Groff, Glenn Fallin, 
Jane Michie, Bobbie C. Duke, 
Anthony Herr, Saddie P. Pig-
gott, Anthony Herr, Angela 
Douglas, Bonnie Lee, Katie 
Douglas, Bonnie Lee, Peggy 
Newsome, Elsie Tomlin, Adam 
Zandelle,  Dustin Henderhof, 
and Ashley Lee.

The next blood drive will be 
June 4 at Shiloh Church in Bur-
gess.

RICHMOND—Dam owners 
and local governments can apply 
for $305,000 in grants available 
from the Virginia Dam Safety, 
Flood Prevention and Protection 
Assistance Fund. 

The maximum amount avail-
able per grant will be based on 
project scoring and the total 
amount of funds requested, 
according to a press release 
from the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and recreation.

All grants are reimburse-
ments and require a 50% match. 
Requests must be submitted by 
5 p.m. May 15. The fund is man-
aged by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Rec-
reation.

Dam safety grants are avail-
able for private dam owners and 
local governments. Grants can 
be used to develop dam break 
inundation zone analysis, map-
ping and digitization; emer-
gency action plans; incremental 
damage analysis and engineer-
ing costs related to dam repairs.

Local governments are also 
eligible for flood prevention 
and protection grants. Funds 
can be used for local flood 
warning and response systems 
such as reverse 911 and the 
web-based Integrated Flood 
Observing Warning System or 
IFLOWS. Funds also can be 
used to improve local floodplain 
programs including upgrades 
allowing localities to participate 
in the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s Community 
Rating System. Residents in 
CRS localities receive discounts 
on flood insurance from the 
National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram. Local governments can 
also use grant funds to improve 
floodplain information and edu-
cation programs.

A copy of the grant manual 
with all criteria, conditions and 
submittal information can be 
found at dcr.virginia.gov,  click 
on “Dam Safety and Floodplain 
Management,” or call DCR with 
questions at 371-6095.  

Gloucester High School senior Noah Kerney checks out a 
brain injury awareness exhibit.

Community Services 
Board hosts brain injury 
awareness presentation

Save the Brain: 
A Concussion and Brain 
Injury Awareness Night 
will be held from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, April 18, 
at Rappahannock Church 
of Christ, 9514 Richmond 
Road,  in Warsaw.  The 
speaker will be Dr. Paul 
Aravich, Ph.D., a profes-
sor at Eastern Virginia 
Medical School in Nor-
folk. 

NEWS BREAK

Grants available for dam
and floodplain projects

WARSAW—USDA’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service is celebrating National 
Volunteer Week by thanking 
current Earth Team volunteers 
for their service and invit-
ing all Virginians to reap the 
rewards of this great opportu-
nity to make lasting impacts in 
their communities. 

Working with NRCS conser-
vationists, Earth Team mem-
bers help with conservation 
technical assistance, teach and 
generate awareness about con-
servation, and perform many 
other vital support activities 
throughout the state.

“ In keeping with this year’s 
theme of Celebrate Volun-
teers, we are highlighting all 
the ways that Earth Team sup-
ports our state’s conservation 
work,” said Debbie Bullock, 
NRCS district conservationist 
at the Warsaw Service Center.  
“Our volunteers tackle a host 
of assignments that help pro-
tect and improve the environ-
ment for everyone.”

Kimberly Hayes has been 
a volunteer for a year. She 
is a student at Virginia State 
University, majoring in agri-
culture.  She volunteers about 
two days a week during her 
summer break and her beau-
tiful smile in the office has 
made all the difference in 
the world, said Bullock. The 
producers really enjoy work-
ing with Kimberly. She is 
responsible for file organiza-
tion, copying conservation 
plans, assisting with newslet-
ter mailings and setting up 
contract folders.

 In today’s tight economy, 
volunteer workers can help 
agencies continue to provide 
services with fewer employees, 
she said. Earth Team allows 
NRCS to stretch available 
resources and put additional 
conservation practices on the 
ground. More than 19,000 
Earth Team members across 
the nation donated 305,564 
hours of service to NRCS 
worth approximately $6.7 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2012. That 
total includes 9,612 hours 
from 653 Virginia volunteers.  

“That’s worth $209,445 of 
benefit to our customers and 
the taxpayers,” said NRCS 
state conservationist Jack 
Bricker. “These are impres-
sive numbers, and we are 
grateful for the help, but we 
also recognize there is much 
more conservation work to be 
done.”

 Earth Team was created in 
1985 and offers many options 
for individuals ages 14 and 
older who are interested in 

Blood drive 
collects 69 units

NRCS honors volunteers
volunteering to improve the 
nation’s natural resources. 
Volunteer activities also can 
provide students with valuable 
work experience to enhance 
their resumes for college and 
the job market.

Bullock said she hopes 
National Volunteer Week will 
motivate others to volunteer to 
help NRCS with its conserva-
tion mission. 

The headline above a press 
release appearing last week 
regarding the Republican 
Mass Meeting was in error. 
The Mass Meeting is April 16 
and not April 10. The dead-
line to pre-file for delegate to 
the upcomng Republican State 
Convention was April 10. 

Correction
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35 South Main Street,

Sterling Jewelry

(Selective Resale Apparel)

at the Casino Night 
on the Rivah

Saturday, April 27
6-10 pm

Horse Races    Poker    Black Jack    Texas Hold’em    Roulette    Craps

$50 Per Person
Includes Food and Drink, Prize Tickets and $10,000 in Casino Chips.  

Advance ticket sales only. Tickets may be purchased at the  
BGCNN office located at 517 North Main Street in Kilmarnock,  

online at www.bgcnn.com, or by calling 804-435-9696.

Proceeds benefit the Boys and Girls Club of the Northern Neck. 

Get     Lucky

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight (April 11) at Irvington 
Baptist Church on King Carter 
Drive. 

A public hearing will be held 
on a request from Diane Cook 
Tench to subdivide a 4.52-acre 
parcel on King Carter Drive near 
the intersection of Carter’s Creek 
Road. Tench wants to divide the 
property into three 1-acre par-
cels and one 1.5-acre lot. 

Virginia Department of 
Transportation area resident 
administrator David Brown will 
be present to answer questions 
from the public about proposed 
traffic calming measures in the 
town, including bump outs, 
rumble strips, speed humps 
and a slip lane.

KILMARNOCK—Town 
manager Tom Saunders will 
present council with the first 
look at his proposed budget for 
fiscal year 2014 on Monday, 
April 15. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. in the town 
hall, 514 N. Main Street.

Also on the agenda are 
committee reports, consider-
ation of appointments to the 
Board of Zoning Appeals, 
and changes to the employee 
manual.

A budget work session is 
scheduled at 5 p.m. Monday, 
April 22, in the town hall.

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will hold a work 
session with Lancaster school 
officials at 4:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 17, at the county 
administration building in 
Lancaster.

The work session will 
cover the proposed fiscal 
year 2014 school budget of 
$15,832,191. 

LANCASTER—Planners 
will hold a public hearing on 
the Lancaster County Capital 
Improvement Projects (CIP) 
Thursday, April 18. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Lancaster County Adminis-
tration Building.

CIP requests total $618,865 
for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2013. County super-
visors did not allocate any 
CIP funding for the current 
year.

Planners also will review 
proposed changes to chap-
ter six of the Comprehensive 
Plan, dealing with public 
facilities, infrastructure and 
services.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
April 15, in the media center 
at Lancaster Middle School in 
Kilmarnock.

Presentations will address 
the Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM) 
initiative, school uniforms for 
the primary and middle school, 
science textbooks, food service 
financials and a request from 
the 4-H Club to use a dormant 
bus. 

In other business, there will 
be a first reading of the Vir-
ginia School Boards Associa-
tion policy revisions.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, April 11, in the 
courts building at 39 Judicial 
Place in Heathsville. 

Dawn Neale will present 
information on Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.

Other presentations are 
expected from the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
Northern Neck Residency rep-
resentatives, superintendent 
of schools Dr. Rebecca Gates, 
Rappahannock Community 
College president Dr. Eliza-
beth Crowther and Northum-
berland’s representative to the 
RCC board, Steve Tucker, and 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
unit coordinator Tara Brent.

Public hearings at 7 p.m. will 
address permit applications 
from:

-
ate a tourist home at 3096 Lake 
Road near Lottsburg.

-
struct a private storage build-
ing off Madge Marsh Lane 
near Wicomico Church.

construct a commercial pier on 
Cockrell’s Creek at 861 Main 
Street in Reedville.

LLC, owner, and Phoebe A. 
Mix to operate a tourist home 
at 539 Wildlife Lane near Bur-
gess.

School Board and Cellco Part-
nership d/b/a Verizon Wireless 
to construct a 225-foot tall 
communications tower at 2172 
Northumberland Highway in 
Lottsburg.

a special exceptions permit to 
operate a commercial kennel at 
38 Blundon’s Road near Bur-
gess.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
April 15, at 2172 Northumber-
land Highway in Lottsburg.

Agenda items include stu-
dent presentations, approval of 
the Special Education Annual 
Plan, approval of several Vir-
ginia School Board Association 
policy updates, approval of the 
Career and Technology Edu-
cation plan and the 2013-14 
school calendar.

WARSAW—The Family 
Development Center in 
Warsaw is seeking help from 
the community to receive a 
Walmart grant to fund local 
child hunger programs. 

Funding for child hunger 
programs is especially critical 
given the significant need that 
exists, reported April Walker. 
According to the USDA, more 
than 16 million children in the 
U.S. struggle with hunger. In 
Richmond County, there are 
an estimated 230 children who 
struggle with hunger (Feeding 

America 2010).
The Family Development 

Center in Warsaw is hoping 
the public can help them click 
their way to a grant from Wal-
mart by voting for them in the 
“Fighting Hunger Together” 
initiative—a national cam-
paign where money is awarded 
to programs that get the most 
votes for their innovative 
and effective programs that 
help alleviate child hunger, 
explained Walker.

The public will vote at 
www.facebook.com/walmart 

through 11:59 p.m. April 30. 
Descriptions of programs 
from across the country that 
are dedicated to reducing child 
hunger in their communities 
will be posted on the voting 
site along with a “vote” button. 
Visitors to the page can award 
one “vote” a day to their favor-
ite program. At the conclusion 
of the voting, top vote getters 
will split $3 million in funding 
from Walmart.

“Help us to feed children 
on the Northern Neck,” said 
Walker.

BLACKSBURG—Quick 
Internet access—while desir-
able for most people—is 
vitally important for students 
of today’s colleges and univer-
sities, which deliver much of 
their course materials online.

These students are often 
frustrated, or even hampered 
in obtaining a degree, by lim-
ited home access to broadband 
Internet services. Virginia 
Tech’s “Accelerate Virginia” 
campaign is gathering infor-
mation to address this issue by 
asking people all over Virginia, 
but particularly students, to 
test the speed of their Inter-
net connections and report 
the results, in order to create 
an accurate map of broadband 
Internet availability.

To run the test, Internet 

users should go to http://accel-
eratevirginia.org/speedtest/ 
and follow the instructions. 
After completing the speed 
test, participants will receive a 
detailed summary of their con-
nection characteristics, and a 
summary of what other resi-
dents in the area are reporting 
about their service, including 
provider names, connection 
types, speed averages and sat-
isfaction ratings.

They will learn how their 
Internet providers compare 
with others that are locally 
available, and will be able to 
identify possible alternatives 
to their current service. Users 
of Apple iPhone or Android 
mobile platforms are encour-
aged to install the free FCC 
Broadband Test App, avail-

able at http://apps.usa.gov/
fcc-mobile-broadband-test.
shtml, to test the speed of their 
mobile connections.

“We are asking everyone 
in Virginia with a residential 
or business Internet connec-
tion to participate by running 
a speed test,” says Angela 
Correa, communications man-
ager for Accelerate Virginia. 
“Students, specifically, can 
help and make a difference by 
passing on the word to their 
friends and family, in person 
or through social networks.”

In order to make the map 
as complete and accurate as 
possible, it is hoped that a 
majority of Internet users will 
participate. While the test is 
primarily aimed at residential 
users, commercial customers 

Survey under way to compare Internet speeds
also are urged to take the speed 
test from their business loca-
tions. The campaign’s goal is to 
collect 300 to 500 speed tests 
per county. 

Persons who cannot receive 
high-speed Internet services 
at all, or who have questions 
about “Accelerate Virginia,” 
may contact Jean Plymale at 
540-231-2270, 540- 231-8490, 
or vplymale@vt.edu. 

Family Development Center seeks help to land grant

The Agenda
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For most of the 20th century, one of the 
Northern Neck’s iconic landmarks and 

traditions was Denson’s Grocery at Colonial 
Beach. Originally it was in a small frame 
building on Bancroft Avenue, where the 
Denson family worked wonders in filling the 
traditional trading and social functions that 
characterize small-town life. The original Mr. 
Denson had died during the Depression, leav-
ing the business to his widow, Jetta, and their 
son, Bernard, known to all as Boozie.

No computer could tally a bill as quickly as 
Mrs. Jetta Denson, and no gourmet butchery 
had a meat array surpassing Boozie’s. I recall 
one occasion when he told my father that he 
had a particularly good cut of meat that he 
had held and put aside for us. 

In the Second World War Boozie had served 
his country, during which he was wounded. 
Upon returning home, he met his future wife, 
Anne Skinner, while he was convalescing. 

After their marriage Anne came to the 
family stand, and became a favorite figure 
among Beachites, as Colonial Beach residents 
and enthusiasts were known. By the early 
1950s the Densons decided that the old store 

was too small to accommodate their busi-
ness, and they purchased property across the 
avenue and began building their new store. At 
that time they had two daughters, Jetta and 
Carole, and were expecting another child. 

The building took shape quickly, and they 
planned a grand opening on April 4, 1956, 
but that event was not their most important 
occasion of the moment, for their third child, 
a boy, also named Bernard, but better known 
as Rocky, was born on that very day. 

Boozie served on the town council, and 
won election as mayor in 1958, served two 
terms, then lost his election, but came back, 
and served in and out of town government 
until his death in 1980, while again on the 
council.

The elder Jetta died in the 1970s, still active 
in the business, and after Boozie’s death Anne 
continued to operate the store, until the bigger 
markets came to town. She spent much of her 
retirement as the full-time caregiver for her 
daughter, Jetta, who lived most of her life as 
a victim of multiple sclerosis. In that arena 
Anne gave Jetta a splendid quality of life 
through her personal service. In her 80s, she 
extended her labor of love with the vigor and 
determination of a person decades younger. 
To visit them was always a memorable expe-
rience.

Jetta remained cheerful and keenly aware 
of the world beyond her bedroom window 
where her confinement did not diminish her 
expansive interests. Her mother stood by sup-
portive, nurturing, and engaged. The care she 
gave Jetta was fully professional, and utterly 
loving. They both were accepting of their 
roles in life, enjoying each other’s company, 
and happy to be alive.

Jetta died several years ago, and Anne 
adjusted to her life without her. Carole spent 
her career as a banker at the Beach. Rocky 
went into the insurance business, from which 

he has retired, and now has returned to his 
roots, re-opening a new Denson’s Market, a 
few blocks from the original site, bringing 
back to Colonial Beach the lore and tradition 
of Denson’s, and all of its history in the “good 
old days.”

Two months ago, at the age of 93, Anne 
died, having lived to see the Denson name 
once again prominent in the Colonial Beach 
retail scene. She was a beloved figure every-
where she went, both due to her welcoming 
personality in running her business and to the 
great respect with which all who knew her 
esteemed her. She related to every person she 
met, and despite whatever vicissitudes were 
visited upon her, she remained happy and 
joyful. 

All these years later I vividly recall child-
hood conversations with her in their store, 
remembering her as a genuine friend, particu-
larly concerned that I be careful walking home 
with whatever purchases my mother had sent 
me to get. She was more than our grocer or 
my parent’s friend; she was mine as well. 

Anne Skinner Denson, November 2, 1919 – 
February 2, 2013. R.I.P.

No computer could tally a 
bill as quickly as Mrs. Jetta 
Denson, and no gourmet 
butchery had a meat array 
surpassing Boozie’s.

Focal Point

EARLY BIRD: Osprey returned to the area in early March. This one is making a home on 
Dungan Cove near Lottsburg.

Photo by Sharon Fine

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the April 11, 1913, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)
Millenbeck

H. B. Sanford was the first to ship asparagus from 
this place-his first shipment being made on March 
31.

Mrs. G. E. Lewis and little daughter are visiting the 
former’s parental home at Saluda this week.

Lloyd Ficklin attended the funeral of his uncle last 
week at Farnham.

Early truck in this section has felt the effects of the 
recent cool weather.

Those from a distance recently seen here were: R. 
O. Norris, Jr., of Lively, Lawrence Rice, P. K. Bauman, 
W. F. Miller and Jas. A. Chowning
Iberis

Misses Crawford and Young, of Richmond, are in 
Lancaster and will give some of their charming mis-
sion recitations and speeches Monday night, April 
14th , at Edgley and Tuesday night, the 15th, at White 
Marsh.

Mrs. T. P. Towles shipped 37 old hens recently and 

got $37.24 net for them.
Barge Antietam, Capt. Russell, of Mardella Springs, 

in charge loaded pulp wood in Eastern Branch last 
week for Henrico Lumber Co.

George R. McKenney, of this place, and J. B. Cock-
rell, of Brookvale, are in Baltimore this week pur-
chasing spring and summer stock.

Miss Myrtle McKenney is spending this week with 
her sister, Mrs. J. B. Cockrell, at Brookvale.
Lancaster Courthouse

Misses Alice Chilton and Helen Brent spent several 
days at their homes here last week from their respec-
tive schools at Fredericksburg and Saluda.

Mrs. Frank P. Brent was in Portsmouth last Sunday 
and Monday.

Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Harry returned Friday from 
Richmond where they spent last week consulting an 
oculist.

The proceeds from the drama played here on Friday 
last will be used for school improvements.

J. H. McKenney and wife were in Baltimore the past 
week buying merchandise for the new store here.

Misses Eunice Sanders and Emma Cornwall have 
closed their schools, Edgley and Bertrand, respec-
tively, and returned to their homes here.

Miss Jennie Mae Towles, of Merry Point, is the 
guest of Miss Lila Combs at the rectory.
Kilmarnock

Rev. F. W. Claybrook was in Essex and Caroline 
counties last week on insurance matters for the Mutual 
Fire Association at Irvington.

Misses Margaret Henderson and Myrtle Squires 
were recently entertained by Miss Enid Kelly at her 
home in lower Northumberland.

Mrs. G. B. Halbrook has returned from Baltimore 
and Washington.  Mrs. H. has been sick with grip, but 
is convalescing.

The stork visited the home of Sid Henderson last 
Wednesday and left a little Odd Fellow.

Rev. W. G. Boggs preached two fine sermons during 
his recent visit to this place.   Those who failed to hear 
him missed a treat.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the 
Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

I hope you were able to enjoy 
a safe and relaxing holiday 
weekend with family.

Last week, I was pleased to 
meet with folks and visit various 
businesses and organizations 
throughout the First District 
to hear what folks think about 
what’s going on in Washington, 
as well as to hear their ideas 
about smart policies that Wash-
ington should consider in the 
future.

I particularly enjoyed attend-
ing the Virginia Peninsula Boys 
and Girls Club’s 25th annual 
“Steak n Burger” Dinner in 
Newport News. Boys and Girls 
Clubs nationwide are such 
important parts of our communi-
ties, providing vital support roles 
as our youth work to graduate 
from high school and prepare for 

further education or careers.
I was pleased to join with 

Rep. Bobby Scott and Steve 
Kast, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the peninsula 
branch, which recently received 
a Department of Justice grant 
to continue assisting youth in 
reaching their potential.

I have enjoyed the opportu-
nity to work with Rep. Scott on 
these types of initiatives during 
my time in Congress, and I am 
proud to be a part of the Virginia 
congressional delegation, which 
has historically exhibited a bipar-
tisan approach to addressing 
public policy challenges that face 
our Commonwealth. 

It is critical that our nation’s 
leaders find areas of common 
ground so that we can leave 
behind this continual state of 

gridlock in Washington and 
move toward an atmosphere of 
actually solving the challenges 
we face. Finding solutions to 
these challenges must remain at 
the forefront of national discus-
sion.

I visited the Gloucester loca-
tion of the Virginia Oncology 
Associates Center. Touring their 
cancer center was an important 
opportunity to see how the 
sequestration impacts Virginians. 
While sequestration has initially 
affected Virginia’s economy in 
areas related to the military or 
government services, organiza-
tions like VOAC could feel the 
impacts as other, non-defense 
spending reductions go into 
effect.

At the same time, federal 
employees and their families 

across the First District have to 
plan for mandatory furloughs 
due to Congress’ failure to act 
to replace the cuts. The patients 
and physicians at places like the 
VOAC, as well as our dedicated 
federal employees, deserve better 
than this continued uncertainty.

Congress has a duty to assure 
that the reductions in spending 
are done in thoughtful, logical 
ways that focus upon increas-
ing efficiency, addressing waste, 
fraud and abuse, and eliminating 
duplicative programs. I will con-
tinue to pursue responsible solu-
tions to address sequestration.

The main streets of Virginia’s 
First District are full of ideas to 
get our economy back on track, 
and your feedback is so impor-
tant. I can be reached at 202-225-
4261 and  wittman.house.gov.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YESTERYEAR

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

The time for denying “Cli-
mate Change” is over. CO2 in 
the atmosphere is increasing, sea-
level is rising, glaciers are melt-
ing and severe weather events are 
happening more frequently.  

Enormous infrastructure costs 
and quality-of-life costs are in 
earth’s future. Children, grand-
children and all denizens of the 
earth are dependent on us for 
action. 

We are bombarded with ways 
to reduce “Carbon Footprints.”  
Purchase an electric vehicle—
use ethanol. Abandon incandes-
cents—use LEDs.  Plant trees, 
paint roofs white, better insulate 
homes, increase thermostat range, 
buy high SEER appliances, use 
“alternative” fuel energy sources, 
and on and on.  

We really don’t want pesky 
government intrusion on sub-
factor issues. A simple common 
denominator approach that goes 
to the “root cause” influences all 
sub-factors. Root cause is excess 
CO2 in the environment, leading 
to greenhouse planet heating. 

A federal government 
“resource depletion tariff/pollu-
tion fine/tax—whatever,” on first 
sale of fossil fuel based on the 
tons of CO2 generated by that fuel 
could do the job. Start at $10 per 
ton but make the “tax” neutral to 

A silver bullet families by providing everybody 
a rebate in much the same way as 
“Oil Revenue sharing” works in 
Alaska.  Increase the economic 
“thrust” by increasing tax per 
ton annually until CO2 reduction 
progress is achieved.

The Energy bill proposed by 
Sen. Barbara Boxer does most of 
this. She has provided the silver 
bullet. Our federal government 
just needs to aim and fire.  

This simple and easily under-
stood program, with national 
media encouragement, govern-
ment support, and quarterly 
checks to the U.S. public, will 
galvanize national action behind 
planet stewardship and kick-start 
growth.

The strong message to our 
fellow citizens of the globe is that 
that CO2 climate change is a crit-
ically important “today” problem 
that can be addressed today.

Again, our children are depend-
ing on us.

Lee Allain, 
Lottsburg

Having been a real estate 
broker for 30 years, I would like 
to assure the Town of Kilmar-
nock citizens that anything can 
and will happen with a real estate 
purchase before settlement.

The town cannot settle until 
after July 1, 2013—that is the 
reason they have to rent prior to 
closing.

The petition that is circulat-
ing opposed to the sale still may 
have an effect. Please sign it to 
show that you are opposed to the 
wasteful and unnecessary spend-
ing by this gang of four council 
persons.

Hopefully, they will hold a 
public budget hearing where the 
expense can be revisited.

R.A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Anything
could happen

Now that an attempt has 
been made to clean the Kil-
marnock dog park to encour-
age caring dog owners to take 
advantage of it again, can you 
please explain why and how a 
For Sale boat has been permit-
ted to park and block a vehicle 
entrance to the park?

Rita C. Stephens,
Kilmarnock

Boat park?

Name your fear?
Prior to the easy and instan-

taneous access of information 
at your fingertips, it might 
have taken hours of research 
to name your phobia.

Now its just a click away, 
unless you suffer cyberphobia.

If you can’t find the phobia 
to describe your irrational 
fear, you can always create a 
term using phobia, phobic, or 
phobe. That’s what’s so great 
about suffixes.

I’ve compiled a handy go-to 
list. Some of these terms are 
so familiar they’re cliche. 
Some I found at various online 
sites, others—and I’m sure 
you’ll recognize them—I’m 
proposing for modern English 
usage.

Riverneckophobia–fear 
of rivernecks; of becoming 
romantically involved with a 
riverneck; of a long term rela-
tionship with a riverneck; dis-
trusting or even highly critical 
of a riverneck; fear of becom-
ing a riverneck; of being mis-
taken for a riverneck.

Achluophobia–fear of dark-
ness.

Christianophobia–fear or 
dislike of Christians.

Frigophobia–fear of becom-
ing too cold; of cold things.

Philophobia–fear of love.
Arachibutyrophobia–fear of 

peanut butter sticking to the 
roof of the mouth.

Sociophobia–fear of people 
or social situations.

Gephyrophobia–fear of 
bridges.

Workophobia–fear of work; 
of being trapped at work; of 
never running out of work to 
do. Not to be confused with 
Workplacephobia–fear of the 
workplace.

Aquaphobia–fear of water.
Hexakosioihexekontahexa-

phobia–fear of the number 666.
Ichthyophobia–fear of fish, 

including fear of eating fish, or 
fear of dead fish.

Newtownhallophobia–fear of 
moving into a new town hall; 
of investing in facilities that 
are clearly an improvement 
over existing facilities; of not 
being consulted on the move; 
of posing irrational excuses or 
reasons for not realizing the 
potential benefits of moving 
into a new town hall.

Agoraphobia–fear of open 
spaces or of being in crowded, 
public places. Fear of leaving a 
safe place.

Phonophobia–fear of loud 
sounds.

Thalassophobia–fear of the 
sea, or fear of being in the 
ocean.

Allodoxaphobia–fear of 
opinions.

Optophobia–fear of opening 
one’s eyes.

Dromophobia–fear of cross-
ing streets.

Hoplophobia–fear of fire-
arms.

Veritaphobia–fear of know-
ing, telling and revealing the 
truth.
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Do you remember?
This 1907 post card shows the old Northumberland High 
School in Heathsville. “Do you remember?” is a community 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Lancaster County Republicans are invited to a Mass Meeting 
April 16 at the White Stone Event Center on Chesapeake Drive 
in White Stone. Doors will open and registration will begin at 
6:15 p.m. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 

An abbreviated Call for the Mass Meeting was published in the 
Rappahannock Record on February 28. The complete call may 
be accessed at RFV.org., or va1gop.org.

The purpose of the meeting is to elect delegates and alternates 
to the Republican State Convention May 17-18 in Richmond, 
said Carol Dawson. The convention will nominate candidates for 
governor, lieutenant governor, and attorney general. Candidates 
have been invited to attend the Mass Meeting.

The county is entitled to 27 delegate votes at the convention. 
The county may elect up to five persons for each delegate vote, 
for a total of 135 delegates and an equal number of alternates.

Pre-filing is required to be a delegate. The deadline to pre-file 
was April 10. 

There will be a brief meeting of the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee following the formal Mass Meeting.  

During the scheduled March 2013 Mass Meeting the Northum-
berland Republican Committee elected 38 delegates to attend the 
State Convention in Richmond in May.

Delegates will determine the Republican candidates to com-
pete in the November 2013 general election for governor, lieu-
tenant governor and attorney general, reported Northumberland 
Republican Committee vice chairman George Beckett.

The State Republican Party decided to hold a “convention” 
form of selecting the candidates in lieu of the expensive and 
public-supported primary method, said Beckett. The delegates 
will vote their choices for each office until a single candidate has 
garnered a majority of delegate votes. That individual will then 
become the Republican Party’s candidate.

The meeting was attended by Scott Lingamfelter, Steve Martin, 
Jean Marie Davis and several representatives for the other four 
lieutenant governor candidates, added Beckett. Candidates spent 
time with committee members discussing state election issues. 

Northumberland elects delegates;
lieutenant governor hopefuls visit

Republicans set April 16 Mass Meeting

YOUR LETTERS

In the last edition of the paper, 
a reader posited his theory of 
common sense. 

The origins of the term 
come from a pamphlet entitled 
“Common Sense” written by 
Thomas Paine in the 1700s. It 
was based on Biblical teachings 
about the freedom of mankind 
and the power structure of Eng-
land. Interestingly enough, our 
second president disagreed with 
sections of it and wrote his opin-
ion.

There is no agreement that the 
term means the same thing to all 
or even most people. When it 
comes to the issue of gun control 
or gun restrictions, there is not 
agreement.

The statistics cited in the arti-
cle of 90% of Americans and 
70% of NRA members agree are 
blatantly incorrect. First, I would 
point out that NRA members 
are Americans making the stat 
wrong. Next, in my many years 
on this earth, I have never seen 
Americans agree on anything 
with a 90% ratio. In fact that is 
what makes us great, we have 
diverse opinions.

While background checks may 
sound logical, would it have pre-
vented Sandy Hook or Colorado? 
No. Would reducing the magazine 
capacity have prevented deaths? 
No; in both cases the person had 
multiple weapons.

Passing laws does not prevent 
crime; laws provide a method to 
impose penalties after the fact.

There are no “Common Sense” 
solutions to the problem that evil 
exists. I spent my adult life in 
the criminal justice field both as 
a criminal investigator and jail 
administrator and if “common 
sense” was the solution to any-
thing, I would not have been 
employed.

While I agree with the frustra-
tion expressed in the letter, real 
solutions will only come from 
defining the desired outcome 
and identifying solutions based 
on that outcome. Passing “feel 
good” legislation is not a solu-
tion. Let’s work together to iden-
tify real solutions.

Al Hall, 
Reedville 

Common sense
is not a solution

To justify their votes, poli-
ticians often quote “to pro-
vide for the...general welfare” 
found in the Constitution.

However, that clause gives 
the reason for collecting 
taxes—to protect the well-
being of everyone in the popu-
lace—to protect not subsidize. 
The Constitution enumerates 
the exact ways tax money may 
be spent and the list does not 
include welfare checks. Fur-
thermore, the 10th Amend-
ment states that if it isn’t listed, 
the government can’t do it.

There are some who truly 
need assistance. It’s not a ques-
tion of whether they should be 
helped, but rather, how is the 
best way to help them?

Buying at wholesale prices 
is more economical than shop-
ping in the high rent district 
because there are not nearly so 
many overhead costs to pass 
on to the buyer.

The same principle applies 
to the distribution of tax 
money. At the federal level 
there are many layers of over-
head, at the state level there 
are fewer and at the county or 
city level, fewer yet.

There is the option for pri-
vate donations. When one 
gives a dollar to someone who 
needs it, they get one whole 
dollar.

The closer to the recipient, 
the better able one is to discern 
if that person is truly needy. 
When it is someone you know, 
you can be much more percep-
tive of the actual need.

Sometimes giving a hand-
out simply enables the recipi-
ent to live off of others when 
they could provide for them-
selves. The best way to truly 
help them is to withhold dona-
tions and not be an enabler of 
dependency on government.

It is time we demand our 
legislators understand the 
restrictions placed on them by 
the Constitution. They take a 
sworn oath to uphold it and are 
obligated to abide by its rules. 
Let’s hold them accountable.

Sue Long,
North

A matter of
accountability

There is so much in the 
news regarding “gun control.” 
Guns aren’t the problem. The 
person using the gun is the 
problem.

If a deranged person delib-
erately drives a car into a play-
ground full of children and 
kills 10, would you scream to 
outlaw cars? Of course not. 
The car didn’t kill the chil-
dren on its on volition; it was 
the driver’s intention. So why 
are guns blamed for some-
thing they cannot control?

We have a serious problem 
of medicating young people 
with very potent medications. 
Some of these drugs have 
serious side effects. Check 
the facts in the latest tragic 
shootings and you will find 
these killers were under the 
influence of medications that 
can cause hallucinations and 
make you completely out of 
your mind. Let’s do more to 
help the mentally ill, because 
no law is going to stop some-
one who is intent on killing.

In the ‘40s and ‘50s stu-
dents brought rifles to school 
and kept them in their lockers 
until after classes when they 
participated in the ROTC 
program. Even with all those 
rifles in schools, we didn’t 
have school shootings, and 
we didn’t medicate youth 
with mind bending drugs. 
Lest I forget to mention it, in 
those days we still had God 
and prayers in school to be 
our moral compass.

No matter how many gun 
laws we have, and how many 
gun stores are put out of busi-
ness, the bad guys will always 
find a way to get guns.

We have so many gun 
laws already. Why create 
more? They don’t work with 
deranged people or crimi-
nals.

Do you really think putting 
up a sign saying “Gun Free 
Zone” will make a difference? 
This only tells would-be kill-
ers that law-abiding citizens 
have no means of protection.

Suzanne A. Norman,
Lancaster

More gun laws
won’t stop killings

The mayor is pedaling a peti-
tion against a proposal passed 
by the council he’s supposed to 
“lead.”  This is reprehensible, 
irresponsible and futile behav-
ior.

The mayor and his small group 
are misleading the citizens with 
“deals behind closed doors, no 
parking, bogus offers made to 
the gas station, taxes going up, 
more property to be purchased, 
escalated claims about the cost 
of the building and its renova-
tions, and that the majority of 
the citizens and businesses are 
opposed to the purchase of the 
building.”

Here are the facts. Real estate 
has to be negotiated behind 
closed doors. The council autho-
rized the Town Centre committee 
(Howard Straughan, Emerson 
Gravatt and Rebecca Nunn) to 
negotiate and to make the offer 
to the bank and agreed that town 
manager Tom Saunders had the 
authority to sign the offer which 
subsequently became the con-
tract.

There is sufficient parking with 
five additional spaces. When 
council meetings take place, all 
of Main Street and West Church 
will be available for parking as 
retail businesses will be closed 
and the one restaurant on the 
block is not open on Monday 
nights. The gas station was made 
two offers, one for $275,000 
and one for $300,000 – no other 
offers were made.

The council has no plans to 
purchase more land either near 
or adjacent to the Bay Trust 
Building.

Taxes are not going up as a 
result of this purchase. The build-
ing price is $729,500. Slight ren-
ovation should be in the neigh-
borhood of $50,000 including 
moving expenses – quite a bit 
less than $1,000,000.

All the citizens and business 
owners I’ve talked to with the 
exception of two, one of whom 
changed his mind, are in favor of 
the purchase of the building.

Be careful what you believe 
until you know the facts.

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Council member,, Kilmarnock

Tangled webs
in Kilmarnock
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LONG & FOSTER
2012 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS

Beverly Shultz
804-436-4000

Long & Foster
Director’s

Skipper Garrett
804-370-4080

Long & Foster
Chairman’s

Top 20 Producer-Richmond Region
Top Producer & Top Producer/Units–Bay River

Top Sales/Units & Volume-Bay River
Top Lister-Bay River

Terrie Dort
804-577-0256

Long & Foster
Director’s

Evie Wilton
804-725-6322

Long & Foster
Director’s

Tim Hill
804-366-5140

Long & Foster
Chairman’s

CBRAR Assn.
Honor Society

Bonnie Vest
804-339-5282

Long & Foster
Executive’s

Outstanding Service 
Award

Byrl Taylor
804-356-7879

Long & Foster
Chairman’s

Top Salesperson
Bay/River

Kathy Wright
804-366-5667

Long & Foster
Executive’s

  C
ONGRATULATIONS!!

Teresa Moore
804-370-0093

Long & Foster
President’s

Ahmet Anday
804-339-4675

Long & Foster
Executive’s

Karen Byrd
804-854-9466

Long & Foster
Executive’s

www.chesapeakebay-river.com

Bay/River Offices
White Stone

434 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, VA

804-435-2675

Deltaville
17457 General Puller Hwy.

Deltaville, VA
804-776-6534

Featuring the Wines of the Chesapeake Bay Wine Trail

Come to Heathsville to enjoy local Virginia Wines.
Tickets cost $12 and include a complimentary wine
glass. Food available for purchase. Tickets sold at the
gate. Bottle sales continue until 5 p.m.
Come Early for the Heathsville Farmers Market, Too!  9 a.m. - 1p.m.

at the

Historic Rice’s Hotel / Hughlett’s Tavern
Wine Tasting

Historic Rice’s Hotel / Hughlett’s Tavern is located just off Route 360 in Heathsville behind the old Courthouse.

at the

We Take Quality Consignment Items!
If you are interested in selling your items

“Bring them to us”

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

144 School Street - Kilmarnock, VA
10 to 5 “Every day” 804-435-1207

Back in the ‘50s, the lower 
Rappahannock and Corroto-
man rivers were big attractors 
to all kinds of waterfowl. The 
water was much cleaner and 
the eel grass was plentiful on 
the sandy flats that surround 
Towles Point, at the conflu-
ence of the Corrotoman and 
the Rappahannock.

The eel grass mainly 
attracted puddle ducks that 
liked to feed on the vegeta-
tion they could reach without 
diving completely under 
water. Species that we saw in 
the area included widgeon, 
black ducks, gadwall plus an 
occasional mallard or pintail. 
In slightly deeper water, the 
diving species included lesser 
scaup (locally called black 
necks or bluebills), red heads, 
canvasbacks, mergansers and 
buffleheads (locally called dip-
pers).

Through strategically locat-
ing a number of permanent, 
licensed duck blinds along 
the shore surrounding Towles 
Point, a few dedicated water-
fowl hunters were able to 
have pretty much exclusive 
access to the excellent duck 
hunting in this area, since the 
law prevented other hunters 
from setting up a blind within 
a certain distance of another 
licensed blind—500 yards, as I 
recall. Two groups, one headed 
by Billy Rowe and the other 
headed by Wilbur Mitchell 
and C.F. “Frosty” Lewis, faith-
fully rebuilt their stationary 
blinds each year, renewed the 
licenses on the blinds, and 
carefully “brushed” the blinds. 

Ducking Day at Towles Point—A Memorable Hunt

This required a fair amount of 
work, which typically started 
around the end of October and 
was completed long before 
duck season opened around 
the end of November.

While the stationary blinds 
offered some good shooting 
on certain days, they were in 
a fixed location and were not 
productive on certain wind 
directions. The ducks often-
times shifted their feeding and 
flight patterns so they were not 
close to the blinds. The Rowe 
party and the Mitchell/Lewis 
party solved this problem by 
building or having built two 
floating blinds, which could 
be moved into any position by 
outboard motor, then anchored 
or staked while the decoys 
were arranged around the 
blind in a manner that looked 
natural and which would 
attract ducks to within shoot-
ing range.

Each floating blind, a flat-
bottomed, wide beam skiff 
about 18 feet in length, decked 
over except for a shooting 
cockpit along the center line, 
could comfortably accom-
modate three hunters who sat 
on low stools in the cockpit. 
The blind owner could fill any 
vacant seats on a given hunt-
ing day (usually on Saturdays, 
as most of the hunters worked 
during the week). 

The weather was breezy and by about 9 a.m. a light snow began 
falling. The onset of bad weather always triggers a lot of activ-

ity among waterfowl, and the ducks really started flying and we soon 
began to fill our limit.

My dad was Wilbur Mitch-
ell, and sometimes I would get 
the privilege to go with him 
and Mr. Lewis to fill the third 
seat in their floating blind. 
The floating blinds were not 
fast boats and were not built 
to take a lot of rough water, 
so the usual arrangement 
for getting them to the hunt-
ing ground was to tow them 
behind a larger power boat.

On the Saturday that 
prompted this story (I believe 
it was in December of 1956 
when I was 12 years old), I 
got the opportunity to go on 
the hunt. When we got to Mr. 
Frosty’s power boat, the old 
single cylinder, manual start 
Palmer engine wouldn’t start, 
despite many spins of the big 
flywheel. However, we got the 
outboard on the floating blind 
started and were headed out 
of Carter’s Creek when our 
friend, Billy Rowe, and his 
hunting team, that day consist-
ing of Matt Bruce and “Hawk” 
Lewis, were headed out as 
well, towing their floating 
blind. Billy was kind enough 
to offer to tow our blind 
behind his, and thus we all got 
to Towles Point that morning 
well before sunrise, and had 
time to get our decoy rigs set 
up before legal shooting time 
arrived.

The weather was breezy and 

by about 9 a.m. a light snow 
began falling. The onset of bad 
weather always triggers a lot 
of activity among waterfowl, 
and the ducks really started 
flying and we soon began to 
fill our limit. However, within 
another 30 or 40 minutes, it 
started to snow harder and 
the wind increased as well. 
Shortly thereafter, Billy came 
wading up to our blind and 
said his party had filled most 
of their limit and they wanted 
to go home. Since we hadn’t 
quite filled our limit and also 
since Billy could make better 
time towing only one blind, 
Dad suggested to Billy that he 
go ahead and tow his rig back 
to Irvington, drop it off at his 
dock, and then come back to 
pick up our rig and tow us 
back to Irvington as well. All 
agreed to this, and soon Billy 
and his party were underway. 

Dad, Mr. Lewis and I con-
tinued to shoot ducks, which 
were coming into our spread 
quite well. We soon had our 
limit, of six or seven ducks 
per hunter, and we picked 
up the decoys—about 100 to 
120, wound the strings, stored 
them in the racks below deck 

and waited our tow back 
to Carter’s Creek. Well, it 
must have taken Mr. Rowe 
and party a little longer than 
expected to get their rig tied 
up and unloaded, and there-
fore the return trip to Towles 
Point was delayed. Mean-
while the wind continued to 
increase and Dad decided 
that it was time to get under-
way, tow or no tow. 

He started the motor, and 
we raised the wing boards 
that surrounded the cockpit 
to help keep the salt spray 
from drenching us and 
headed across the mouth of 
the Corrotoman River. By 
this time, the waves were 
running about three feet 
and the ride in our low free-
board floating blind was a 
bit “hairy” to say the least. 
Anyway, we made it and as 
we approached the entrance 
to Carter’s Creek, we saw 
Billy coming out of the 
creek, throttles in the corner 

and throwing spray, as by then 
he had realized that we could 
have been in serious trouble. 
It all turned out OK, as both 
parties had a wonderful day of 
duck shooting and no one got 
hurt—maybe wet and cold, 
but not injured.

It has been almost 60 years 
since the hunting adventure I 
just related took place, but the 
memory is still vivid. Most of 
the hunters I have mentioned 
have now passed on, much of 
the eel grass has disappeared 
from the Rappahannock and 
Corrotoman, and there are not 
near as many ducks as there 
were in those earlier days. But 
the rivers are still quite scenic, 
they abound in fish and crabs, 
and the memories of some 
wonderful times hunting and 
fishing as I was growing up 
there will live with me for-
ever.

Jack Austin, a native of 
Irvington, now resides in 
Portsmouth.

by Jack Austin

YOUR LETTERS

I am not one to sit and write 
letters to the editor. I do not 
believe in airing dirty laundry 
through the news media; how-
ever, let me also say that just 
because you see it in print does 
not mean that it is factual.

As chairman of admin/
finance for Kilmarnock, I have 
an obligation to make sure that 
transactions are handled prop-
erly. I am only interested in 
dealing with the facts.

Reported by this paper:  
“Nothing new was introduced 
at the Special Meeting on 
March 27.” False, the contract 
which had never been seen by 
four of the seven (a majority) 
councilmen was introduced 
and voted on. It was not made 
available until I requested it on 
March 21, then I was given an 
old version and had to again 
request the most recent ver-
sion.

Reported: “Kilmarnock 
Town Council Repeats 4-2 
vote to purchase 1 North Main 
Street.” False, town council 
voted to approve the contract 
that was introduced. Prior 
to that the council had only 
approved a dollar amount to 
purchase the building.

Reported: “ As previously 
reported, the agreement calls 
for the town to start renting the 
building for three months…” 
False, There is no mention 
of lease, rent in the contract. 
When I questioned the reporter, 
I was told the information was 
given by the town office. The 
same incorrect information 
was given to me.

As a result of a poorly han-
dled transaction in the amount 
of $729,500, I have resigned 
as chairman of admin/finance. 
I would be happy to continue 
conversations with any resi-
dents or business owners who 
have any questions for me on 
this topic or any others.  I only 
have the best interest of Kil-
marnock at heart.

William L. Smith,
Council member, Kilmarnock

Councilman takes
aim at reporting

Lately, there has been a lot 
of talk about gun control and 
the universal name check for 
gun purchases.

As a youngster in the coun-
try of my birth (Czechoslova-
kia), I and my contemporaries 
read books about the Wild 
West, Lawrence of Arabia, 
The Last of the Mohicans and 
all  those exciting tales of the 
17th through the 19th century 
in translation.

In England, where I 
attended boarding school 
after escaping from Czecho-
slovakia, and in most of the 
other developed countries at 
the time, guns were owned 
only by the hunting gentry, 
the police, the army and the 
security forces and by Olym-
pian contenders for purposes 
of target shooting or Triath-
lon competitions.

Understandably, in the 
American Wild West, set-
tlers had guns for hunting 
and stagecoaches had “shot 
gun riders” sitting next to the 
driver for protection against 
highwaymen and hostile ele-
ments.

But times have changed. 
The second amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution speci-
fies that guns could be owned 
by “well-regulated militias,” 
rather than by the general 
public—irrespective of the 
rhetoric of the National Rifle 
Association.

Given the more recent 
plethora of violent school 
shootings, drive-by shoot-
ings and other gun crimes, 
a “universal background 
check” is clearly not enough 
to deter gun crimes. Anyone 
who passes the background 
check could (and might) pass 
the purchased gun to a crimi-
nal or a person with a mental 
problem and there goes the 
“gun control” problem.

The solution might be the 
imposition of maximum judi-
cial penalties on any crime 
committed with a gun—never 

Disturbed by gun 
control controversy

mind the sentencing guide-
lines followed by judges. You 
commit a crime with a gun—
robbery, kidnapping, rape, 
home invasion, highjacking or 
whatever—you do big time.

I know that this sounds sort 
of Draconian, but it may just 
be the deterrent that is needed 
in the 21st century.

Peter Weil,
Irvington

Who do you call for . . .
House painting? Plumbing problems? 

Help with yard work?
Legal advice? Home repairs/remodeling? 

Grading the driveway?
Cleaning the pool? Repairing a leaky roof? 
Fixing the heat or AC? Cleaning the house? 

Who can help?
If the answer is YOU, let people know 
by joining the Business & Professional Directory 

appearing in the Record every week. 
Call Troy now! 804-435-1701, ext. 15


