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“The business solutions offered to 

us by Bank of Lancaster have made 

a huge difference in the efficiencies 

of our daily business processes. It 

really feels like a true partnership”

Jim Wagner
Regent Point Marina & Boatyard

Correction
In a story last week on the adoption 

of the Lancaster school budget, Dis-
trict 3 school board member Donald 
McCann was attributed with support-
ing a reduction in the school adminis-
tration budget. District 4 member Pat-
rick McCranie supported the reduc-
tion while McCann did not. 

Players and coaches are 
calling all Red Devils’ 

baseball and softball fans 
to the Dreamfields Invita-
tional this weekend for two 
days of tournament play, 
beginning at 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 4.

Lancaster High’s var-
sity and JV baseball and 
varsity softball teams will 
host four-team tourna-
ments at Dreamfields near 
Kilmarnock. Baseball 
action will begin Thursday. 
The softball tournament 
will start at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, April 6. Anticipating 
rain, no tournament games 
are slated for Friday.

Admission is $5 on 
opening night and $3 for 
all day Saturday. 

Fans also can catch Lan-
caster’s younger players in 
action as the middle school 
baseball and softball 
teams host King George in 
double-headers beginning 
at 11 a.m. Saturday.

Community observes Easter Vigil
Members and friends of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church took to the streets of Heathsville during The Great Vigil 
of Easter last Saturday afternoon. Following the lighting of the Paschal Candle at Heathsville United Methodist 
Church, the Rev. Lucia Lloyd and the procession made stops at four different stations for scripture readings, hymns 
and prayer before partaking in Holy Communion at St. Stephen’s. Photo by Shannon Rice

LANCASTER—The Family Mater-
nity Center building may become a 
center for pediatric medicine, dialysis, 
urgent care or one of a number of other 
medical functions in the future.

Lancaster supervisors approved 
rezoning and a special exception to allow 
Chesapeake Hospital Corporation, the 
contract purchaser, to market the build-
ing to potential medical businesses.

Attorney Mat Terry, representing 
Rappahannock General Hospital as part 
of the Bon Secours  Hospital network, 
assured supervisors the hospital wants 
what best fits the community.

“RGH depends on this community 
for its business, both for patients and 
employees,” said Terry. “Market forces 
will dictate what can go there. Have 
faith in market forces...”

Supervisor Ernest Palin said he 
would not want to see uses such as an 
abortion clinic or 24-hour care facilities 
for rehabilitation for alcohol, drug or 
mental health.

Terry assured him this market prob-
ably could not support such a facility. 
The question was whether the hospital 
was allowed to broaden their market-
ing of the facility to a for-profit medi-
cal business. In the interim, the plan is 
to reconfigure the building for medical 
offices.

Palin made the motion for rezoning 
and special exception with a provision 
that the medical facility be used for out-
patient only and between the hours of 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

The measure passed 5-0. 
In other business, supervisors unani-

mously approved updates to chapters 3 
and 5 of the county’s Comprehensive 
Plan, dealing with the potable water 
supply and public access to the water. 
There were no comments during the 
public hearing.

PALMER—Oyster farming is 
making a comeback on traditional 
oyster and crabbing sites near Wind-
mill Point. 

In the latest venture, Michael Sledd 
of Sledd Oyster Company LLC, won 
approval from the Lancaster board 
of supervisors last week to operate a 
year-round oyster aquaculture busi-
ness.

The site of Sledd’s oyster farm at 
261 Osprey Lane in Palmer was once 
home to an oyster and crab house that 
was torn down years ago, according to 
county land use director Don Gill.

Sledd will be raising oysters in con-
trolled conditions in floating cages at 
his dock at the mouth of Antipoison 
Creek and Little Bay and on oyster 
grounds leased from the Common-
wealth. 

When the oysters reach market size 
in 18 to 24 months, they will be har-
vested, washed, graded, bagged and 
tagged for delivery to market, Gill 
reported.

Sledd’s neighbors said they sup-
ported the operation. 

Oyster farming is encouraged 
by the state and environmentalists 
because oysters are the primary fil-
tration system to clean contaminates 
from the water. One mature oyster 
can clear 50 gallons of water in a 
day. 

Lancaster
supervisors
permit oyster
aquaculture
year-round

by Audrey Thomasson

Root for the
home team!

Hospital gets
green light to
market vacant
medical facilitiy

by Audrey Thomasson

The purchase of 1 North Main Street for the future town 
hall has prompted several public statements and letters 
from Mayor Raymond Booth, former town councilman 
Bob Wille and others opposing the purchase. 

Most of the comments suggest town officials should have 
held public hearings to gather input on the project prior to 
negotiations or offers.  

Wille was a member of council in 2003 when the town 
purchased 8.6-acres on North Main and Town Center 
Drive. He has cited that purchase as an example of the 
proper way to acquire land for the town, including holding 
public hearings for citizen and business input, obtaining a 
certified appraisal and having funding details worked out 
before making an offer.

In addition, Wille said the 8.6-acre parcel was not pur-
chased for a town hall, but to preserve as green space for 

such things as farmers’ markets, concerts and other town 
events.

The Rappahannock Record researched records of that 
purchase, including town council minutes and newspaper 
articles from 2002-03, and interviewed people involved 
with the purchase, including the family of the seller, the 
late John Christopher. 
Public process

On November 18, 2002, then Mayor Mike Robertson 
proposed the purchase to council in open session. Initially, 
council was opposed. Discussions were held in open and 
closed sessions and an advisory committee held one public 
meeting with business owners and residents. Wille made 
the motion to purchase the property on March 17, 2003. 
His motion included funding it with “general funds.” 

During the four-month process, three other developers 

Kilmarnock Town Council repeats 4-2 vote
to purchase 1 North Main Street building

KILMARNOCK—An emergency 
town council meeting last week 
resulted in a second 4-2 vote to approve 
a purchase agreement for the Bay Trust 
building here as a new town hall. 

In a replay of the February 25 coun-
cil meeting results, all members voted 
to accept the contract except Shawn 
Donahue and William Smith.

Nothing new was introduced at the 
meeting, leaving some citizens won-
dering how the meeting constituted an 
emergency and, therefore, was allowed 
without the three-day notification 
required by Virginia law. Donahue and 
Smith called the meeting with less than 
a day’s notice. 

“I question whether there was proper 
public notice for this meeting,” said 
former councilman Les Spivey during 
the public comments section.

The meeting was scheduled to take 
place behind closed doors. However, 
the Rappahannock Record objected 
to a closed session as a violation of 
Virginia’s Freedom of Information 
Act since the meeting was not over 
procurement of a contract in which 
public discussion would adversely 
affect the town’s bargaining position 
but over a contract that was already in 
place.

While there was some confusion 
at the beginning of the meeting about 

by Audrey Thomasson

Town acquisition in 2003 also faced hurdles

holding a closed session, members 
proceeded with an open session. 

Smith said the emergency meeting 
was called after he read details of the 
purchase contract in the Rappahan-
nock Record.

“It was news to me that we would be 
renting that building prior to the pur-
chase,” said Smith. 

As previously reported, the agree-
ment calls for the town to start renting 
the building for three months in order 
to begin minor renovations prior to 
a July 1 move-in date. The rent pay-

ments would go toward the purchase 
price. 

Additionally, financing arrange-
ments for the purchase would be 
discussed in work sessions on the 
2013-14 budget, which becomes effec-
tive July 1. Some members of council 
have stated they would like to pay for 
the building from the town’s reserves 
rather than financing the purchase. 

“The majority of council had not 
seen the contract,” Smith said. He 
obtained a copy last week and pro-
vided copies to other council mem-

bers. “Page 3 of the contract states 
‘subject to approval of contract.’ We 
never approved the contract. How can 
we approve something we’ve never 
seen?”

“How many contracts have we 
entered into that we have seen?” asked 
councilman Howard Straughan.

Those contracts were not a $729,500 
real estate contract, Smith replied.

Straughan said the town center com-
mittee held several meetings inform-

by Audrey Thomasson

REPEAT VOTE, continued on page A2

PRIOR PURCHASE FACED HURDLES, continued on page A2
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Exhibit April 2 - 25
Reception April 5, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

It’s Cool to be Green
Come see the many shades of green at RAL

“MAGIC MIKE” MORCHOWER 
ANNOUNCES TWO LOCAL BOOK SIGNINGS

APRIL 6 - SAVANNAH JOES  
1:00 TO 3:00

APRIL 13 - BLUEWATER SEAFOOD  
11:00 TO 1:00

BUY A BOOK, $12.98, 
OR BRING ONE TO BE SIGNED

Do you have a great boat drink recipe? Perhaps you know a tasty way to prepare 
fresh caught seafood. Maybe you have a winning recipe in which local home-

grown vegetables are the star. Does your family have a “famous” dessert that would 
be perfect after a day out and about around the Rivah region?

We want your best recipes for publication in The Rivah Visitor’s Guide. The first 
edition will appear on newsstands April 25.

Send recipes to Rivah@RRecord.com by Wednesday, April 17, and include your 
name and place of residence. Your recipe could appear in the next issue of The Rivah 
Visitor’s Guide!

ing members of the deal.
“I’m not questioning that,” 

said Smith. “We shouldn’t have 
to ask to see the contract. It 
should have been shared...We 
wouldn’t need this meeting had 
the dialogue been there.”

“I shared the contents of the 
contract in the closed session” 
before the February 25 vote, 
Straughan argued. 

Smith maintained they did 
not have a valid contract in 
place and that time was run-
ning out on the town’s $5,000 
deposit. “Time is of the essence. 
Our due diligence runs out on 
Sunday (March 31).”  

“Page 3 of the contract says 
it is subject to town council 
approval,” said Donahue. “You 
were negotiating a pre-settle-
ment without letting us know...
we were out of the loop...You 
have a lease agreement.” 

Town attorney Chris Stamm 
interrupted, saying a lease has not 
been negotiated and could not be 
discussed in open session.

Council member Rebecca 
Nunn maintained the purchase 
agreement is a contract. “We (the 
town center committee) were 
given the authority. We did what 
we were charged to do.” Nunn 
also said $50,000 is built into the 
current budget to cover expen-
ditures associated with procure-
ment of a new town hall. 

“Maybe things weren’t 
handled perfectly, but they 
were handled properly,” said 
Straughan. “I apologize if you 

felt slighted. No one had the 
intent to slight anyone.”

“The contract is a good, 
legally binding contract,” said 
Stamm. “There is no lease. 
We’ll deal with that when the 
time comes.”

Nunn made the motion to 
accept the contract, which was 
seconded by Straughan and 
supported by Emerson Gravatt 
and Mae Umphlett. 

After the vote, Mayor Ray-
mond Booth began a lengthy 
statement in opposition to the 
purchase, prompting members 
to restate their arguments.

Gravatt, who had attended the 
meeting despite having a heart 
procedure earlier that day, rose 
from the table to leave the build-
ing. Booth demanded he sit down 
and listen to his comments. 

Umphlett defended Gravatt, 
saying he was sick and needed 
to go home, but Booth per-
sisted that he was well enough 
to attend, so he should listen to 
what he had to say.

Gravatt exited the meeting 
without comment.

“The meeting was over and 
the agenda finished,” Gravatt 
said later. “It was a special 
meeting that ended up being 
a full town council meeting. 
The mayor doesn’t under-
stand” council was there for 
one agenda item only and that 
it was inappropriate for him to 
make a statement after the vote 
and continue with a full agenda, 
he added.

entered the bid process to acquire 
the property and the purchase 
price increased $89,000, going 
from $436,000 to $525,000. The 
property was sold to the town at 
a significantly lower price than 
the price offered by one of the 
developers because the family 
wanted the town to control it, 
reported Mike Christopher, the 
seller’s son and a councilman at 
the time. Christopher abstained 
from all discussions and votes 
regarding the property.
Property uses

Robertson presented coun-
cil with drawings that included 
town offices, a movie theater, a 
professional office complex and 
senior center in a horseshoe-
shaped plan around a 1.5 acre 
park with a gazebo to be avail-
able for town events. Robertson 
proposed implementing it in 
stages.

Other suggestions included 
purchasing the property in order 
to control development and pre-
vent such uses as low-income 
apartments or a discount store 

in the prime location. There was 
no mention of keeping the parcel 
exclusively as “green space.” 

The 2003 council never agreed 
on a use.
Appraisal

There is no mention of obtain-
ing an appraisal on the property. 
However, the assessed value for 
tax purposes was $389,000 at the 
time of purchase.
Public comments 

Planners Jane Ludwig and 
Steve Bonner presented a peti-
tion of 71 residents favoring the 
purchase. Ludwig criticized the 
“negativity” that surrounded 
the project. The conflict among 
council members was noted by 
Carroll Lee Ashburn as an obsta-
cle in the process. 

Bonner was critical of the inac-
tion of council. “People voted 
you into office to make decisions 
for them and this is one you need 
to make,” Bonner said. During 
the final vote, Bonner questioned 
the $89,000 jump in the purchase 
price, but no explanation was 
offered.

Rescue squad installs new officers
Kilmarnock Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad members installed new officers at their annual 
banquet March 30. From left are president Samantha Walton, vice president Tina Sanford, 
captain Debbie Packey, secretary Tina Lyons and parliamentarian Lois Dawson. Dawn Thompsen 
is the new treasurer. Members also honored squad medical director Dr. Paul Southerland.

NEWPORT NEWS—As 
expected, the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission on 
March 26 adopted regulations 
to reduce menhaden landings 
in Virginia waters by 20%.

The regulations were required 
by a law recently passed by the 
General Assembly. The reduc-
tion was mandated by the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission.

The new regulations estab-

Correction
A recent article on the dedica-

tion of the Lancaster/Northum-
berland Habit for Humanity 
House #15 contained a factual 
error. The article incorrectly 
stated the home owner, Can-
dice Davenport, contributed 
40 hours of sweat equity on the 
construction of her home.

Habitat requires a minimum 
of 300 sweat equity hours. 
Davenport in fact worked sig-
nificantly more on her home 
and the previously dedicated 
home. 

Help celebrate the tastes of the Rivah!

VMRC approves regulations
to reduce menhaden harvest

lish a landings quota of 
318,067,167 pounds, allocate 
the quota among the reduction 
and bait fisheries, establish a 
quota monitoring system and 
mandate timely catch reports 
to be filed with VMRC staff. 

During a related public hear-
ing, Omega Protein director of 
fishing operations and Reed-
ville plant general manager 
Monty Deihl spoke in favor of 
supplementing harvest report-
ing requirements with their 
off-loading data. The commis-
sion agreed with the proposal.

Commercial menhaden 
bait harvester Jimmy Kellum 
objected to the license fees 
required under the state law. He 
also asked to be allowed to trans-
fer some of the quota assigned 
to his bait fishing operation to 
his reduction fishing operation.

The VMRC indicated both 
of his concerns would require 
further action by the General 
Assembly.

Chris Moore of the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation praised 
the VMRC for enacting the 
new regulations.

Repeat vote confirms purchase
continued from page a1

Prior purchase faced hurdles
continued from page A1

Read it in
the Record!

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
The Sports Centre has a large inventory of quality 

tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. The Sports Centre looks forward to making 
you look your best this prom season. Our competitive 

prices and experienced staff will assure you the 
highest quality at the best price.

SPORTS
C E N T R E
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We’re Going Places!
CHARLESTON & SAVANNAH – MOTORCOACH TOUR
Tours of Historic Charleston & Savannah, lunch at Paula 
Deen’s Lady and Sons Restaurant.

WASHINGTON ZOO EXCURSION - MOTORCOACH
Spend a day of fun with the whole family. Home to 400 
different species of animals.

CASINO MAGIC - CONNECTICUT - MOTORCOACH
Foxwood’s Casino Magic~ largest casino in the world. 
Visit to Submarine Museum.

BERMUDA CRUISE - ROYAL CARIBBEAN’S 
GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
Enjoy pink sand beaches and turquoise surf. Roundtrip 
motorcoach from Kilmarnock to Baltimore.

ALASKA - “THE GREAT LAND” HOLLAND AMERICA’S 
MS STATENDAM CRUISE TOUR
Observe wildlife, pan for gold, & marvel at the glaciers.

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE - “COUNTRY MUSIC 
CAPITAL OF THE WORLD”
6 Day-5 Nights Motorcoach Tour. Performances at the 
“Grand Ole Opry”, with additional tours.

MAY 7-10

MAY 18

JUNE 25-27

JUL. 26-AUG. 2

AUG. 27-SEP. 8

OCT. 13-18

CHRISTMAS AT THE BILTMORE ESTATE-MOTORCOACH
Tours of the Spectacular Holiday Decorated Biltmore 
Estate.

MYRTLE BEACH-MOTORCOACH TOUR
Southern Holiday Festival of Shows

NOV. 12-15

DEC. 10-12

DAY TRIP TO CHARLOTTESVILLE
Visit Monticello, lunch and tour of Michie Tavern, visit 
Trump Winery.

MAY 21 

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

COME JOIN US!

Horse races, poker, blackjack, 
Texas hold ’em, roulette, craps

Saturday, April 
 -  p.m.

Tickets $  per person
 Includes food, drinks, prize tickets, $ ,  in casino chips

Advance sales; no tickets sold at the door.
Purchase tickets at Club office, 

 -  or www.bgcnn.com

 North Main, Kilmarnock

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported charges against nine 
individuals.
Felonies

Jonathan J. Johnson, 35, of 
Sanford, N.C., was charged 
March 27 with violation of pro-
bation in a Lancaster County 
case. 
Misdemeanors

A Western Branch Road man, 
27, was charged March 25 with 
failure to appear in Richmond 
County court and for violation of 
probation in a Lancaster County 
case.

A Gaskins Road man, 18, was 
charged March 26 with contempt 
of court.

A Merry Point Road man, 50, 
was charged March 26 with fail-
ing to pay restitution in a Nor-
thumberland County case.

A Lively area man, 49, was 
charged March 26 with public 
drunkenness.

A Shore Drive man, 31, was 
charged March 27 with contempt 
of court.

A Southport Lane man, 29, 
was charged March 27 with con-
tempt of court.

A Kilmarnock area woman, 
33, was charged March 27 with 
failure to appear in Northumber-
land County court.

A Gloucester County man, 35, 
was charged March 28 with con-
tempt of court.

Activity report
March 25:  Staff responded to 

a disorderly conduct complaint in 
the 1100 block of Irvington Road, 
with Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash at 
Mary Ball and Pinckardsville 
roads, and to a prowler complaint 
on Taylors Creek Road. 

March 26:   Shortly before 3 
a.m., staff intercepted a vehicle 
in the White Stone area occu-
pied by two subjects who were 
charged by Richmond County 
authorities with breaking and 
entering Thomas’s Store and 
grand larceny. Staff received a 
prowler complaint from an Eagle 
Point Road resident, received 
a report of the theft of an iPod 
from Lancaster Middle School, 
and responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to 
Carters Cove Drive for a pos-
sible drug overdose, to a prowler 
complaint on Regina Road, to a 
public drunkenness complaint on 
Flowering Fields and to a fight 
call on Buzzards Neck Road. 

March 27:   Staff responded 
to Carters Cove Drive to assist 
EMS, to a suspicious persons 
complaint on Windmill Point 
Road (subjects living in White 
Stone out for a walk), to a domes-
tic disturbance in the 5000 block 
of Morattico Road, to a suspi-
cious person/person needing 
assistance complaint on Harris 
Road, to a larceny complaint 
on Robinson Road (no criminal 
incident), to a disturbance call on 
Buzzards Neck Road, and to a 
noise violation complaint in the 
5900 block of Irvington Road. 
Staff received an attempted 
fraud complaint (fraudster told 
the victim that a grandchild 
had written a bad check and the 
victim was to send $900 to pre-
vent the arrest of the grandchild),  
attempted to locate a vehicle and 
occupants suspected of shoplift-
ing in an Essex County incident, 
and notified the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation of a traf-
fic control repair need on Haw-
thorne Avenue. 

March 28:   Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call in 
the area of Shore Drive, to an 
abandoned vehicle complaint on 
Campbell Road, and to an E911 
disconnect call on Poplar Neck 
Road (telephone line problem). 
Staff received a report of the 
theft of a firearm (Hi-Point semi-
automatic pistol; $250 loss), and 
the School Resource Officer 
received a report of disorderly 
conduct of a student on a school 
bus. 

March 29:  Staff responded 
to a shooting incident on Johns 
Neck Road (victim reportedly 
shot himself by accident), to an 
E911 disconnect call on Nutts-
ville Road (children playing on 
the phone), with EMS to a drug 
overdose incident on Wildflower 
Lane, to Belle Isle State Park 
to assist the ranger with a prob-
lem call, to a disturbance call 
on Lumberlost Road, to a traf-
fic complaint in the Mollusk 
area, and to an E911 disconnect 
call on Gaskins Road (domes-
tic disturbance involved). Staff 
checked on the well-being of a 
Johns Neck Road resident at the 
request of a health care provider 
(no emergency services needed).

March 30: Staff responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a shots 
fired call in the area of Chase 
Street, to a domestic disturbance 
in the 1000 block of Beanes 
Road, to a domestic disturbance 

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation will begin milling and 
paving next week on Route 3 in 
Westmoreland County, Route 
360 in the Town of Warsaw, 
Route 616 in Northumberland 
County and Route 203/608 in the 
Town of Kinsale.

Motorists should expect delays 
between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
following locations:

-
ville Road in Northumberland 
County—entire length of road.

-
moreland—between Nomini 

Grove Road and Beulah Road

Route 360, Town of Warsaw—
between Hamilton Boulevard 
and Indianfield Road. 

Westmoreland County—from 
just west of the village of Kinsale 
to Kinsale Road Bridge. 

Real time listings of work 
zones, delays and road condi-
tions in Virginia are available 
on VDOT’s 24-hour traffic and 
travel information at 511virginia.
org. Motorists also can access 
511Virginia by calling 511 from 
any telephone in Virginia.

RICHMOND—Motor vehicle 
drivers and passengers in rural 
Virginia are less likely to wear 
seat belts than those in other 
parts of the state, according to a 
statewide survey. They also are 
at greater risk of dying in traffic 
accidents, according to an analy-
sis of state data by The Roanoke 
Times.

Surveys show that in 2011 
76% of travelers used seat belts 
in the largely rural portion of 
Virginia west and north of Rich-
mond, compared to 82% state-
wide. Seat belt usage was even 
lower—about 60%—among 
people in pickup trucks in rural 
Virginia. The national seat belt 
use rate was 84 % in 2011.

“I encourage everyone to 
always wear their seat belts,” said 
Jimmy Maass, safety manager 
for Virginia Farm Bureau. “Seat 
belts save lives, and you should 
wear one no matter where you 
live, how far you are going or 
what you’re driving.”

Seat belt rates for drivers and 
passengers in rural areas are 5 

to 10 percentage points lower 
than in urban areas, yet urban 
areas have safety assets that rural 
areas often lack: wide, lighted 
streets, controlled intersections 
and median barriers that reduce 
crossover wrecks.

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, seat belts are the single 
most effective traffic safety 
device for preventing death and 
injury, and wearing one can 
reduce the risk of crash injuries 
by 50%.

A 2009 NHTSA study esti-
mated more than 1,600 lives 
could be saved and 22,000 inju-
ries prevented if seat belt use was 
90 percent in every state.

Failure to wear a seat belt in 
Virginia is a secondary offense. 
Police cannot ticket an adult 
unless they first see a primary 
violation, such as speeding.

Virginia’s $25 fine for seat belt 
violations is the fourth-lowest 
in the nation, according to the 
Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety.

Rural motorists in Virginia
found to lag in seat belt usage

Paving work to begin
in Northern Neck area

on Reynolds Farm Road, with 
EMS to the 11900 block of River 
Road on a medical assistance 
alarm (subject had been down 
on the floor for approximately 
30 minutes), to a noise violation 
complaint in the area of Morat-
tico and Peirces roads, to a tres-
pass complaint on Benson Road, 
to a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Dogwood Road, and to a 
prowler complaint in the 1200 
block of Morattico Road. Staff 
received a larceny report from a 
Bald Eagle Road property owner 
(stolen Sea-Doo) and checked on 
the well-being of a Tyler Lane 
resident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (no emergency 
services needed).  

March 31:  Staff responded 
with KPD to a complaint of 
unusual activity in the parking 
lot of the Kilmarnock Village 
Apartments and the canine team 
responded to Urbanna to assist 
Middlesex authorities on a break-
ing and entering call. 

Staff also conducted 24 traffic 
stops this week, issued eight sum-
monses, assisted seven motorists, 
reported three deer strikes, han-
dled four calls for traffic control, 
investigated five building alarms 
and fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffic crash at Mary Ball and 
Pinkardsville roads.

The White Stone VFD assisted 
EMS with a call on Windmill 
Point Road and responded with 
Kilmarnock VFD to a fire on 

Brook Lance. 
Northumberland County 

Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this 
week reported charges against 12 
individuals.
Felonies

Frank Taylor Smith III, 43, of 
Callao was charged on Essex 
County warrants March 27 with 
grand larceny from the WalMart 
store in Tappahannock.

Victoria R. Thompson, 39, of 
Callao was charged on Essex 
County warrants March 27 with 
grand larceny from the WalMart 
in Tappahannock.

Calvin Lee Churchill, 45, of 
Callao was charged March 27 
with malicious wounding and 
driving suspended. Churchill 
was arrested by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Pearly L. Blue Jr., 45, of 
Heathsville was charged with 
automobile theft. He was arrested 
by the Tappahannock Police 
Department.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 44, was 
charged March 17 with failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Heathsville woman, 38, was 
charged March 25 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Heathsville man, 79, was 
charged March 26 with three 
counts of no rabies shots and 
three counts of no county tags 
for his animals.

A Callao man, 43, was charged 
March 27 with failing to obey a 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
court order in the Northumber-
land General District Court.

A Lancaster County woman 
was charged March 27 with fail-
ing to appear in the Northum-
berland County General Dis-
trict Court. She was arrested by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Lancaster woman, 27, was 
charged March 28 with failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court.

A Heathsville woman, 48, was 
charged March 28 with writing a 
bad check to Callao Supermar-
ket.

A Rocky Mount woman, 34, 
was charged March 29 with fail-
ing to appear in Roanoke County 
General District Court.

FYI
Dinner To Go 
River Market

White Stone  435-1725

35 South Main Street,

Sterling Jewelry

(Selective Resale Apparel)
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Big Red Flea
2013 Season

Grand Opening!
Saturday April 6th

8am - 4pm
Old Lancaster Market

Courthouse Road Lancaster

Something for Everyone!
Dealers Welcome!

(804)577-7449

Vintage

Collectables

Nautical

Furniture

Kitchen

Electronics

Tools

Home and 
Garden

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177
M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 pm - 5 pm

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

Hanging Baskets

$8.99
Register to win a

$100 Farm & Home 
Gift Certificate!

Black Oil
Sunflower Seed 20lb

$10.99

2 Cu Ft

Miracle-Gro 

Potting Mix 
only 

$9.99

SUPER SAVINGS SATURDAY
One day only - April 6, 2013

Look for other 
great buys 
throughout 

the store

While supplies last

KEEP YOUR LAWN LOOKING ITS BEST

$29.95
Southern States 20lb. Turf Type Tall Fescue Grass Seed
An excellent choice for new lawns or overseeding an existing lawn. Provides improved
resistance to heat, drought and disease. Provides a quality lawn at an economical price!

BEST PRICE
021-42482While supplies last

HOT
BUY!

Quick Kill
41% 32 Oz.

compare to
RoundUp

$9.99
While supplies last

HOT
BUY!

Roundup
Pump N Go

Weed & Grass 

Killer 
only 

$15.99
While supplies last

Spring
Sale

Sat., April 13
10 am - 2 pm

HISTORYLAND COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
at

THE LANCASTER WOMAN’S CLUB

Seasonal Clothing
(Children & Adults),

Linens, Pillows, Toys,
 Beverages & Cookies

Look for us at 
Lancaster County

Court Days

BURGESS—The Northern 
Neck Soil & Water Conser-
vation District (NNSWCD) 
recently assisted the Northern 
Neck Farm Museum in Bur-
gess with grant administration 
and installation of a rainfall 
harvest/collection cistern and 
irrigation line.

Grant funds for 75% of 
equipment and materials were 
obtained from the USDA Rural 
Development Community 
Gardens Program. The Farm 
Museum provided the remain-
ing 25% of the cash funding 
as well as installation costs 
and labor, reported NNSWCD 
education and public relations 
director Faye Andrashko.

The winning bid for materi-
als was Tidewater Septic and 
Rain Harvest Inc., of King 
George, said Andrashko. They 
also provided valuable techni-
cal assistance and labor for the 
installation process. 

This project represents a fine 
example of a best management 
practice (BMP) in conserva-
tion of natural resources and 
in stormwater management, 
she said. In this rainfall har-
vesting, roof rainwater is 
being diverted from down-
spouts to underground piping 
and then stored for later use.  
At the same time, this process 
reduces the potential for ero-
sion of the surrounding soil, 
as well as the possibility of 
excessive rainwater carrying 
away nutrients and other pol-
lutants into nearby waters. 

Cisterns and rain barrels―
a smaller version of the same 
BMP―can be used to back 
up the regular water supply 
for household uses that do not 
require potable water, such as 
gardening, car washing, pet 
washing and flushing, contin-
ued Andrashko. A one-inch 
rainfall from a 20-by-40-foot 

roof will yield 500 gallons of 
rainwater that could be diverted 
and stored for later use, saving 
on groundwater use, and saving 
dollars as well.

At the Farm Museum, rain-
fall from the museum exhibit 
hall roof will be collected in 
two 1,050-gallon underground 
poly tanks and used to sup-
port water needs that include 
irrigation of the teaching veg-
etable garden, managed by the 
Northern Neck Master Gar-
dener Association volunteers.

More than 50 youth have 
participated in vegetable gar-
dening classes on site the 
past several summers, and 
excess produce in the amount 
of 1,000 to 2,000 pounds has 
been donated to a food bank 
program, said Andrashko. 

 Volunteers from the Farm 
Museum and the Master Gar-
deners helped with the project 
installation.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
5 p.m. Thursday, April 11, in 
the county courts building at 
39 Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville. 

Public hearings at 7 p.m. 
will address permit applica-
tions from:

operate a tourist home at 
3096 Lake Road near Lotts-
burg.

-
struct a private storage build-
ing off Madge Marsh Lane 
near Wicomico Church.

construct a commercial pier 
on Cockrell’s Creek at 861 
Main Street in Reedville.

LLC, owner, and Phoebe 
A. Mix to operate a tourist 
home at 539 Wildlife Lane 
near Burgess.

School Board and Cellco Part-
nership d/b/a Verizon Wire-
less to construct a 225-foot 
tall communications tower at 
2172 Northumberland High-
way in Lottsburg.

a special exceptions permit 
to operate a commercial 
kennel at 38 Blundon’s Road 
near Burgess.

WHITE STONE—The 
town council will begin 
budget discussions tonight 
(April 4) at the White Stone 
Town Office. The meeting 
begins at 7 p.m.

Town manager Patrick 
Frere said he will pres-
ent the “revenue side of the 
budget” and council will dis-
cuss expenditures at a sepa-
rate meeting. Frere also will 
report to council on the town 
vehicle tag sales.

Reports are expected from 
the police chief and the 
chairmen of the budget and 
finance, safety and patrol 
and building and external 
environment committees.

Workers install two cisterns at the Northern Neck Farm Museum.

Group effort leads to installation
of two cisterns at farm museum

The Agenda
Local Government News

 Citizenship award
The board of directors of the Northumberland Association 

for Progressive Stewardship (NAPS) recently opened nomina-
tions for the 2013 Distinguished Northumberland Citizen Award 
(DNCA).

The award honors an individual, team, organization, or busi-
ness that advances NAPS’ goals, to improve water quality, foster 
and preserve a rural atmosphere, promote and monitor land use 
policies, encourage economic growth to promote jobs and coop-
erate with others towards these goals.

Submit detailed descriptions of nominee’s efforts to Millar at 
529-9870, or rmillar@earthlink.net, by May 15.

 Shoreline options
Northern Neck Master Gardeners will hold a free workshop 

from 10 a.m. to noon April 20 at  River Lanes Bowling at 16 
Town Center Drive in Kilmarnock.

The purpose is to educate shoreline property owners about 
their erosion control options, and the assistance available from 
Master Gardener  Integrated Shoreline Evaluation Assistance 
(I-SEA) specialists.  To register, contact Lancaster Cooperative 
Extension, 462-5780, or iseannmg@gmail.com.

NEWS BREAK

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701

Lunch: 11-3, Dinner: 5 pm to close
Reservations accepted

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
www.bentleysgrille.com

Special Events
Monday

Prime Rib AuJus
Tuesday

Roasted Fleet’s Bay Oysters
Wednesday

Mexican Fiesta
Thursday

Ladies Nite
Friday

Wine Tastings
Saturday

Breakfast/Brunch
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GLOUCESTER P0INT—
Professor Emmett Duffy of Wil-
liam & Mary’s Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science recently was 
selected as one of the Com-
monwealth’s outstanding faculty 
members by the State Council 
of Higher Education for Virginia 
(SCHEV).

Duffy, the Loretta and Lewis 
Glucksman Professor of Marine 
Science in W&M’s School of 
Marine Science in Glouces-
ter Point, was one of 12 faculty 
members from Virginia’s public 
and private colleges and universi-
ties honored with a 2013 SCHEV 
Outstanding Faculty Award. The 
awards program has been spon-
sored by Dominion Resources 
since 2005.

Duffy, who arrived at VIMS in 
1994, has established an interna-
tional reputation in marine ecol-
ogy, with his current research 
focusing on the importance of 
biodiversity in Chesapeake Bay 
and other marine ecosystems 
worldwide. He was the inaugural 
winner of Japan’s Kobe Award 
in Marine Science in 2011; and 
in 2010 received a three-year, 
$728,000 grant from the National 
Science Foundation to establish a 
global network of experiments to 
study how nutrient pollution and 
changes in biodiversity impact 
the world’s threatened seagrass 
ecosystems.

To date, Duffy has authored or 
co-authored 96 articles in peer-
reviewed journals, including two 
papers in  Science  and four in  
Nature—widely considered the 
leading international journals. He 
has—in the last decade alone—
brought more than $2 million in 
research grants to the Common-
wealth from the National Sci-
ence Foundation, and has also 
earned research funding from 
the National Geographic Society, 
the National Center for Ecologi-
cal Analysis and Synthesis, and 
the Smithsonian. Recent fund-
ing from StatoilHydro Corpora-
tion and the U.S. Department 
of Energy supported a project 
researching how to turn the algae 
that is clogging Chesapeake Bay 
and other coastal ecosystems 
worldwide into a fuel that can 
help power cars.

Dr. Ken Moore, chairman of 
the Biological Sciences Depart-
ment at VIMS, says “Emmett 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

High quality clothing, handbags, jewelry,  shoes, children’s items, furniture,  
house wares and collectibles.  

All proceeds benefit the  
RGH Foundation.  

 

All donations are tax deductible  
and benefit the community, as well as  

Rappahannock General Hospital.  

  77 Irvington Road • Kilmarnock 
 Located adjacent to  

Tri-Star Supermarket 
(Look for the green awnings) 

 

                                (804) 435-2836 
 

housewares and collectibles.

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

 Have you ever wondered why gold 
jewelry is so popular and desirable? A look into 
the history of gold reveals how people of every 
culture, time period and nation have fought wars 
and built fortunes based on the allure of gold. 
As a symbol of wealth and power since ancient 
times, gold still proves to be one of the most 
coveted metals today. Gold jewelry, though a 
mass-marketed product today, occupies a rich 
history that dates back to the beginning of 
civilization.
 You don’t have to go far to see our beautiful 
selection of fine gold jewelry. We’d be pleased 
to show it to you at your convenience.

Callao Moose Lodge 917 presented a child identification pro-
gram during a recent Easter egg hunt at the lodge.

Governor Bill Moss and district manager Glynn Sydnor con-
tacted the Lynchburg Lodge to borrow one of three “Safe Surfin” 
machines owned by the Loyal Order of Moose, reported James 
Banes.

The annual Easter egg hunt is the most popular of the children’s 
parties held each year by the Women of the Moose, he said.

The Safe Surfin machine is used to help identify missing chil-
dren, explained Banes.  This machine can be transported to any 
lodge and can be used by anyone that can use a computer.

First parents are asked to fill out a paper giving vital statistics, 
then fingerprints and a photograph are taken and a disc with this 
information is given to the parents. There is no memory on the 
computer, all information is given to the parents with no record 
being kept.

This service is open to any parent. They do not have to be mem-
bers of the Lodge.  

Moose Lodge 917 holds 
fun Easter egg hunt 
and productive child 
identification program

Ron Rock, who heard about the Safe Surfin identification 
program through EVB, brought his son, Ron, who seemed to 
enjoy the fingerprinting the most.

Professor Emmett Duffy

Professor Duffy receives outstanding faculty award
based on accomplishments that 
strongly reflect the missions of 
their respective institutions.

SCHEV Director Peter Blake 
says “The council is honored to 
recognize 12 of the extraordinary 
educators who help make Virgin-
ia’s system of higher education 
among the finest in the nation. 
These individuals strengthen their 
respective communities and the 
entire Commonwealth through 
their commitment to teaching, 
research and service. They serve 
as an inspiration to us all, both in 
and out of the classroom.”

They recently were recognized 
at a ceremony in Richmond. 
Each received an engraved award 
and a $5,000 check underwritten 
by the Dominion Foundation, the 
philanthropic arm of Dominion 
Resources. Dominion Resources 
is the parent company of Domin-
ion Virginia Power.

The OFA program is admin-
istered by SCHEV and funded 
by a grant from the Dominion 
Foundation. Since the first awards 
ceremony in 1987, 316 Virginia 
faculty members—including the 
2013 recipients—have received 
this high honor.

SCHEV is the Common-
wealth’s coordinating body for 
Virginia’s system of higher educa-
tion. The agency provides policy 
guidance and budget recommen-
dations to the Governor and Gen-
eral Assembly, and is a resource 
for information on higher educa-
tion issues for Virginia colleges 
and universities.

Dominion is one of the nation’s 
largest producers and transport-
ers of energy, with a portfolio of 
approximately 28,000 megawatts 
of generation. Dominion operates 
the nation’s largest natural gas 
storage system and serves retail 
energy customers in 15 states. 

has crafted an exemplary record 
in academics, research, advisory 
service, and outreach, and shows 
a wonderful capacity to integrate 
new scientific knowledge into 
real-world applications. His work 
brings worldwide recognition to 
himself, his students, and the col-
lege.”

W&M provost Michael R. 
Halleran adds “Emmett excels 
in every dimension of his pro-
fession—teaching, research, 
and service. This type of overall 
excellence is extremely impor-
tant to the educational culture of 
William & Mary and of course 
to the university’s marine science 
school at VIMS.”

“It’s a high honor to receive 
this award—and very humbling, 
following in the footsteps of the 
distinguished  previous recipi-
ents,” said Duffy. I also appreciate 
the recognition of how important 
our work at VIMS is in preparing 
the next generation of leaders in 
environmental science, and in 
providing the applied knowledge 
needed to meet the challenges 
facing society.”
Teaching, mentoring,
and outreach

In addition to his accomplish-
ments in research, Duffy also is 
well respected for his teaching 
and mentoring. He is a past recipi-
ent of a Plumeri Award for faculty 
excellence from W&M, in recog-
nition of his work in courses such 
as Principles of Oceanography, 
Evolutionary Ecology, Trophic 
Ecology, and Biodiversity and 
Human Well-Being.

VIMS dean and director John 
Wells says “The students in 

Emmett’s classes benefit not only 
from his extensive real-world 
knowledge of marine ecology, 
but also from his remarkable abil-
ity to present the results of his and 
others’ research in understandable 
and engaging ways.”

Duffy’s skill and interest in 
communicating science were 
recognized nationally in 2006, 
when he was selected for an Aldo 
Leopold Leadership Fellowship. 
The program, the brainchild of  
NOAA administrator Jane Lub-
chenco, was the first in North 
America to train mid-career 
researchers in effective commu-
nication of science beyond tradi-
tional academic audiences.

A lasting mark of Duffy’s 
prowess in teaching and mentor-
ing is the success of his graduate 
students, who have themselves 
earned numerous fellowships and 
awards, with many moving on to 
notable careers in marine science 
and other fields.

Three of Duffy’s past gradu-
ate students—Jennifer Rhode, 
Kristin France, and Will Taran-
tino—were recipients of highly 
competitive graduate research 
fellowships from the National 
Science Foundation. These fel-
lowships, NSF’s flagship invest-
ment in our nation’s graduate 
students, recognize individuals 
with demonstrated potential for 
significant achievements in sci-
ence and engineering. Rhode 
(Ph.D. 2002) is currently an assis-
tant professor at the University of 
North Carolina, Asheville, while 
France (Ph.D. 2007) is a senior 
scientist with The Nature Conser-
vancy. Tarantino (M.S. 2008) is 
a wilderness medic in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains of California.

Other former Duffy students 
have positions at Florida Gulf 
Coast University, the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution and 
the Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center. Molly Mitch-
ell, whom Duffy mentored as a 
W&M undergraduate in biology, 
is lead author on VIMS’ recent 
report on recurrent coastal flood-
ing, presented to the General 
Assembly January 10.
The SCHEV OFA 
recognition program

This year marks the 27th anni-
versary of the statewide program. 
The 12 recipients were selected 
from a pool of 109 applications 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

As spring is springing, domestically we are 
awaiting with great expectancy the arrival 

of new life on the farm. Two hens are setting 
on more eggs than I can count, and seem to 
be enjoying having room service for the first 
time since they were chicks. By room service, 
I refer to my putting the corn in the nest with 
them, in order that they not have to leave their 
duties to go eat. 

The bantam Silkie is particularly diligent, 
and the setting Dominicker is doing her best 
to keep up, and being far larger, has assumed 
jurisdiction over more of the eggs. It all comes 
down to a matter of wingspan. The external 
roosters are standing by in a manner reminis-
cent of expectant uncles. Clearly they should 
prefer to be the paternal progenitors, but they 
have not shown their jealousy towards us.

The Silver Dorking rooster has decided to 
start roosting in the wisteria in a tall walnut 
tree. He flies up in segments each evening, 
and makes a type of rope hammock out of the 
vines, then shows perfect contentment in being 
blown back and forth in the breeze. Clearly he 
is a “swinger” if ever there was one. During 
the day he likes to keep to himself, apart from 

the other roosters, usually pacing up and down 
the ridge of the henhouse roof repeatedly 
sending forth his mellifluous crow. I think he 
is a tenor.

The news of the impending chick arrival 
has been overshadowed by the blissful con-
nubial relationship between Gladys and Lew, 
the goose and gander, who have become an 
“item.” Gladys is far too independent for her 
own good, something of a “goose-libber.” 
She was going through the fence down by the 
woods for what we assumed to be egg-laying 
purposes, and did not want to be cajoled into 
moving into the coop and intimate yard. 

Finally, I was able to get hold of her, and 
deliver her to the smaller, but safer, new run. 

She was not happy, squawking every step along 
the way. In the process, Lew, always the quint-
essential gentleman, came up to me to talk, 
as he usually does, but this time his sense of 
urgency was palpable. He walked with me all 
the while I was holding Gladys, demonstrably 
afraid that they should be separated, but when 
I put her down, he seemed to relax. 

I then picked him up and placed him with 
her, and he was fine. She clearly did not like the 
move, but within one day had made a new nest 
for herself, and came to accept the new digs. 
Like the two setting hens, she relishes being 
served, and is happy not to have to push to get 
her fair share of the food at mealtime. Quite 
simply, she is one happy goose, free from the 
responsibility of shooing hungry roosters away 
from what she thinks should be all hers.

The process of food distribution has taken 
on its usual springtime expansion, as bluebirds 
and other fowl have discovered that filch-
ing some of the chickens’ servings is an easy 
way to mooch a meal. They are inspecting the 
bluebird boxes that surround the barnyard, and 
laying claim to the ones they find most appeal-
ing. They appear to be oblivious to the other 

fowl and the goats, intent on building new 
nests in their old habitats.

The chickens are over two years old now, 
but still lay regularly, and eat voraciously. 
The Dominicker remains my favorite breed, 
beautiful to behold, and reliably productive. 
When I was a child my father had over a 100 
White Leghorn hens and one Dominicker. 
Each morning he would gather far less than 
100 white eggs, but always one brown from 
the Dominicker. Personally, I always have 
been ill disposed toward white eggs. They 
rank below both brown and the bluish green 
eggs laid by Aracunas. The latter breed makes 
Easter egg-dyeing superfluous, as the hens do 
it naturally.

The forthcoming replenishment of our stock 
is encouraging. Most of all for the sake of 
Gladys and the two setting hens, I hope their 
prodigious efforts are not in vain. They are 
eager to have young to raise, and are making 
heroic strikes towards that goal. Perhaps they 
know that if they fail, they still will be able 
to enjoy a stewpot-free retirement, eating and 
drinking as much as they wish with our grati-
tude for their efforts.

By room service, I refer to 
my putting the corn in the 
nest with them, in order that 
they not have to leave their 
duties to go eat. 

Focal Point

Hygeia School in Burgess

Photo by Ron Smith

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

150 Years Ago: March 1863
Raids are minimal during March 1863 as 

the Union concentrates on building up its 
forces in the Fredericksburg area in prepara-
tion for an offensive campaign.  

However, Northern Neck residents are 
recovering from February’s Union raids 
in which they lost hundreds of horses and 
mules, many ships, and thousands of pounds 
of food supplies. They also face the strain, 
without the benefit of sons, husbands and 
brothers, of planting new crops for the 
coming year. 

Naomi Cockrell of Miskimon, on the 
Lancaster/Northumberland border near 
Heathsville, wrote two letters in March 1863 
to her husband Dandridge who was serv-
ing in the 9th Virginia Cavalry.  A summary 
of the letters is given below by Ed Trexler, 
author of Civil War Northern Neck.  Read-
ers can note the sort of information Naomi 
reveals to her husband, but may also wonder 
what she leaves out. 

According to Trexler, soldiers’ wives 
could be reluctant to tell their absent hus-
bands too much about their difficulties, per-
haps in fear that the men might desert and 
try to come home.  

March 17: Naomi’s letter to her husband 
Dandridge Cockrell is short and full of 
concern.  There are no troops in the lower 
Northern Neck to protect the people and she 
has, no doubt, been very concerned since the 
February 12 Union raid up the Coan River 

and into Heathsville.  She is also very aware 
of the large numbers of Union gunboats that 
have gone up the Rappahannock River to 
Fredericksburg.

Naomi is concerned for Dandridge’s 
welfare as well as for herself and her young 
family.  Worried, and isolated from word of 
what is happening around Fredericksburg, 
Naomi and her neighbors are probably only 
hearing frightening rumors.  Building on 
these rumors, they are in near panic.  Naomi 
knows nothing about the successes of Gen-
eral Lee’s army; she only imagines the worst. 
While she tries not to burden Dandridge too 
much with her own situation, the degree of 
her despondency comes across in her letter.

Naomi reports her many concerns, includ-
ing that daughter Bell is quite sick and she 
supposes pleurisy.  She is grateful for all the 
things Dandridge has sent home by way of 
Mr. Dawson. Bell was proud of her hand-
kerchief and said that “her pappy had not 
forgotten her.” Naomi heard that the army 
will be moving away.  She laments that Dan-
dridge may never come home again.  She 
writes, “I am in great trouble and don’t feel 
like I have a friend in the world to comfort 
me.” 

She has been weaving and sewing.  She 
says, “I send you a pair of pants and some 
other things by Mr. Dawson and when 
you get them you must remember me as I 
do you.”  She heard that they are going to 
evacuate Richmond and give up Virginia; if 

that happens she wants Dandridge to come 
home.  She hears that they are drawing 
the troops away for that purpose and she 
reports that there are no Yankees here now. 
She adds, “I trust that God will go with you 
where ever you are called to go. You must 
not forget Him.”

March 23: Naomi appears to be in a better 
frame of mind less than a week later when 
she writes another letter to Dandridge.  She 
seems more confident about the outcome of 
the war, and talks about how well things are 
doing on the farm. 

She reports that they are all well and that 
she received Dandridge’s letter of November 
3.  She has learned how to weave a double 
cloth so she can make Dandridge a winter 
suit.  Bell is better but may now have diph-
theria.  Pork is now one dollar and 10 cents.  
Should she sell the hog now?  “You must 
come home and kill the hog,” she says.  

Many people have died.  Corr Hall lost the 
three children from his last wife to diphthe-
ria.  Mr. Thomas Eubank sells his molasses 
to the soldiers’ wives for 6 dollars a gallon 
in Confederate, two and a half in Virginia 
money.  Naomi is concerned that she has 
written three letters without a reply and 
prays that “God bless you and be with you 
my dear husband.”     

This monthly history article is provided 
by the Mary Ball Washington Museum & 
Library and Lancaster County Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Committee. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

Many of you have heard about the recent 
shooting at Marine Corps Base Quantico. I was 
deeply saddened to hear about this act of sense-
less violence. My thoughts and prayers go out to 
the families of the victims, the Quantico com-
munity and the U.S. Marine Corps.

Correspondence from citizens throughout 
the First District continues to indicate the over-
whelming sentiment that Washington needs 
discipline. Folks often make a simple compari-
son: “My family has a budget. My business 
has a budget. Why doesn’t Washington have a 
budget?” I couldn’t agree more.

I was pleased to support a commonsense 
budget blueprint for the upcoming 2014 fiscal 
year, one that responsibly addresses the needs 
of so many of our fellow citizens, while also set-
ting forth a responsible pathway to balance our 

budget in ten years.
The FY 2014 Budget Proposal (H.Con.Res. 

25) passed the House last Thursday after sev-
eral days of healthy debate about the financial 
health of our nation. It is absolutely critical for 
Congress to support policies to help our middle 
class and our communities by fostering eco-
nomic growth and an environment in which 
innovation and hard work can thrive and busi-
nesses can hire workers.

We cannot forget that folks have paid their 
hard-earned money into programs such as 
Medicare, which will not be sustainable in the 
future if reforms are not put in place today. This 
budget proposal looks out for these folks, pro-
tecting Medicare benefits for those who are 55 
and older, while also preserving the program for 
future beneficiaries. I am committed to ensuring 

that this critical program remains solvent.
However, this budget was not perfect. I am 

especially concerned about defense-related 
budget decisions. I strongly believe our defense 
funding should be driven by the need to do 
all we can to defend this nation and support 
our men and women in uniform. While this 
budget restores significant funding for defense, 
extensive budget cuts, known as sequestration, 
remain in place, and I believe these cuts must 
be replaced in order to ensure that our men and 
women in uniform have the highest caliber of 
resources and training that they need to accom-
plish their missions.

Overall, though, I was pleased to support a 
budget proposal that seriously addresses our 
nation’s fiscal woes while also protecting the 
vital functions of government and the needs of 

our citizens.
 I also was pleased to reintroduce the Advanc-

ing Offshore Wind Production Act, which 
would facilitate the development of offshore 
wind energy resources off Virginia’s coast. This 
legislation passed the House as a part of a larger 
package called the Domestic Energy and Jobs 
Act in June 2012, but unfortunately did not pass 
the Senate before the end of the 112th Con-
gress.

Our nation cannot continue to rely on energy 
sources in unstable regions of the world. Instead, 
a comprehensive energy strategy is required that 
embraces numerous forms of renewable energy 
as well as domestic resources such as oil and 
natural gas. Energy independence must be the 
goal of any energy policy. My bill takes a step 
toward commonsense energy policy.  

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

Half the taxes we pay are 
lost, stolen or wasted on unnec-
essary projects. Yet some poli-
ticians have the audacity to ask 
for tax increases so they can 
waste more.

Cost reduction measures 
are listed and discussed as fol-
lows:

salaries except enlisted mili-
tary by 10% until there is a 
sustained 10% reduction in the 
deficit or a balanced budget.

of every executive department 
except defense 10%. Require 
25% increases in productiv-
ity. If department heads cannot 
produce replace them with 
someone who can. The produc-
tivity metrics to be approved 
by the cognizant House and 
Senate committees.

While these actions may 
seem draconian, private com-
panies are making such cuts to 

Cut the deficit, 
control spending

reduce costs without layoffs!

zero-based budgeting to review 
all projects annually.

income. The remainder should 
be split between debt reduction 
and a rainy day fund.

Budgets are essential for 
controlling costs. To insure 
budgets are created, continuing 
resolutions should be limited to 
80% of last approved budget.

I suspect that no one has any 
idea where our money goes. 
Bills should be limited to one 
subject so they can be evalu-
ated on their merit and costs 
can be properly booked.

These cuts can be made by 
increasing efficiency, reduc-
ing duplication, eliminating  
unnecessary programs and 
reducing fraud. The public 
should see improvement rather 
than adverse effects.

Managers should say how 
they will get the job done rather 
than telling us the sky will fall. 
If the department managers are 
too inept to manage the cuts, 
they should be fired. If they 
intentionally sabotage opera-
tions, legal action should be 
taken to recover losses and to 
put the offenders in jail.

Charles Burrell,
Irvington

“Buy Local.”  It costs 
more than you think to go to 
the city.  IRS business mile-
age is 56.5 cents/mile. They 
didn’t arrive at that number 
by throwing darts.

If you itemize the expense 
of owning a vehicle includ-
ing fuel, lubes, oil changes. 
maintenance, repairs, tires, 
depreciation, and insurance, 
it adds up—to $0.565.

Short Pump from Callao, 
73.7 miles one way, costs 
you $83.28—two way, plus 
the value of three hours 
drive time and the cost of 
lunch.  Total trip cost is well 
over $100, even at minimum 
wage.

Your county receives 1% 
of the 5% sales tax you 
pay for goods locally.  That 
local money offsets property 
tax.  Goods you purchase 
in another Virginia county 
accrue tax to that county, not 
your home county. 

Money spent locally—and 
then circulated locally again 

Think, shop, buy local

and again instead of speed-
ing directly to distant corpo-
rations—benefits our local 
marketplace. 

Service in the Northern 
Neck is consistently friendly. 
Businesses that thrive are 
helpful. They find what 
you need. “Clerks” become 
friends that you rely on to 
get the parts you need, and to 
alert you when strawberries 
are ripe, or the corn is in.

You don’t even need an 
automobile for local one-
day delivery service.  Within 
the Northern Neck, “Stan-
dard Post” provides 24-hour 
delivery from USPS.  A 
10”X10”X20” 10-pound 
package can be mailed and 
received within 24 hours 
for $12.65.  If you live more 
than 11.2 miles from the NN 
store, you are ahead in the 
game of time and economics 
using the web and USPS.

Stay in town. Enjoy buying 
what you need from friends.  
Both your pocketbook and 
stomach will thank you.  
Relax and enjoy fresh, locally 
produced food. Buy Local.  

Lee Allain, 
Lottsburg

I am pleased to see your 
article about the upcoming 
performance of Duquesne Uni-
versity’s Tamburitzans at Nor-
thumberland High School at 2 
p.m. on April 14.

As an Austrian, a country 
that once spanned most of the 
lands from which the ances-
tors of the Tamburitzans emi-
grated to these shores, with my 
own grandparents and great-
grandparents who mostly set-
tled in Vienna but who hailed 
from Bruenn (Brno) now in 
the Czech Republic, Lemberg 
(Lvov) now Ukarine, Skallitz 
(Scalica) Slovakia, Krakau 
(Cracow) in Poland, Veroetze 
(Virovitica) in Croatia, and 
Gran (Esztergom) Hungary, I 
want to make sure to remind 
everyone to come to share 
some of what my heritage 
encompasses and the beautiful, 
colorful traditions that make 
up the melting pot of which I 
am very proud.

This is a wonderful, rare 
opportunity for the Northern 
Neck.

Monika R. Smith,
Reedville

Rare opportunity
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Bay Capital Management Group, LLC, announced recently two new appointments 
to its Operations Group. At left, Kristen Harding, who has been with BCMG since April 
2011, and since May 2012 held the position of Collection Manager, was promoted to 
Assistant Vice President, Operations. At right, Sam Matthews, who relocated to the 
Northern Neck from Concord, NH, to join BCMG, has been appointed its new Vice 
President. Sam joins BCMG with many years of Debt Collection management, and most 
recently served in various senior positions specializing in Student Loan Servicing. Bay 
Capital Management Group, LLC, a Specialized Purchaser and Servicer of Consumer 
Distressed Debt, recently added a 5,000 SF Contact Center to service and assist its 
customer base, and is located in White Stone, VA.

©2013 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

IT’S ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY.SM

Chesapeake Bank and the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce are teaming up with area businesses to promote  
Shop Local Day on Saturday, April 27th. Participating merchants displaying The Buck Stays HereSM decal will offer hard-to-resist 
discounts. So, not only will shopping locally save you money, but when the buck stays here, we’re recirculating money in our 
community to create a stronger and more prosperous local economy. And, if you’re serious about shopping, you’re going to need 

Chesapeake Bank booth at the Irvington Farmers Market on the Irvington Commons May 4th for free Shop Local giveaways.
Find the latest Shop Local information, including merchant discounts, at blog.chesbank.com or at your nearest branch. 

Shop Local Day Lancaster: 4.27.13

Would you like to 

sell your boat?
We can help!

Call today to be a part of our

SPRING BOAT SHOW
Saturday, May 18th 

9am - 5pm
                    2545 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

                    at the base of the glebe pt. bridge
                    (804) 453-3464

www.tiffanyyachts.com

Do you remember?
This 1928 post card shows the Mumford Bank and the Hazel 
Building. The buildings were separated by Bank Street, now 
West Church Street, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. The 1952 fire originated in the Hazel 
Building. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum. Courtesy of the Bea Johnson Collection

YOUR LETTERS

I read a letter that says there is 
no such thing as common sense 
gun laws and to suggest so speaks 
of a superiority attitude. Our coun-
try is in a world of confusion if 
we can’t figure out what common 
sense is. I think most Americans 
know it when they see it.

I attended a Tea Party Public 
Forum recently on Gun Policy 
and Sheriff Crockett spoke of 
common sense gun laws. The 
NRA spokesperson Wayne LaPi-
erre recently spoke of common 
sense gun laws. 

Who gets to define common 
sense?

We pride ourselves that we are 
a democracy based on a govern-
ment of the people, for the people 
and by the people, then it seems to 
me that we the people determine 
what common sense is. In our 
system isn’t the will of the people 
supposed to be carried out by our 
representative that we elected for 
that purpose?

The American people have 
spoken and they know common 
sense when they see it. They know 
assault weapons, high capacity 
magazines and AP rounds do not 
belong on our streets.

Common sense tells them that 
a background check will help this 
situation.

Some 90% of Americans and 
70% of NRA members agree.

What right do our leaders have 
to not follow our wishes?

We can’t allow the quest for 
perfection to become the enemy 
of good enough. Just because we 
can’t stop all shooting doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t try to stop the 
ones that we can.

We have to educate ourselves 
about gun violence. The NRA 
is not the same organization that 
basically taught weapon safety.

We must get guns off of our 
streets. If killing of babies is not 
enough, what are we waiting for?

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Common sense

An op-ed in the March 
31Washington Post, “Mass 
shootings: An issue for white 
men,” asked some questions we 
feel deserve to reach more people 
than usually read the Post.

The issue: “Nearly all of the 
mass shootings in this country 
in recent years . . . have been 
committed by white men and 
boys.” Moreover, it is white men 
as individuals and as leaders of 
major governmental and other 
organizations who dominate 
discussion of the problem and 
look for solutions without self-
examination.

The questions:

culture create so many mass 
shootings?”

men and boys producing and 

White men
are to blame

entertaining themselves with 
violent video games and other 
media?”

-
gressmen leading the fight 
against gun control?”

divert attention from gun control 
by talking about mental health 
issues” when women, girls, and 
immigrants with mental health 
issues are not committing mass 
gun violence?

The writers, Charlotte and 
Harriet Childress, conclude, “If 
Americans ask the right ques-
tions on gun issues, we will get 
the right answers. These answers 
will encourage white men to 
examine their role in their own 
culture and to help other white 
men and boys become healthier 
and less violent.”

The Mss. Childress discuss 
only mass shootings, the pre-
meditated rampages exempli-
fied by Columbine, Newtown 
and Aurora. They do not address 
“going postal,” where employ-
ment conflict was at issue. These 
are not the only instances of 
violence arising from strong 
influences in overall male cul-
ture. Domestic violence, rape, 
and serial murder provide more 
examples across races.

We hope that the efforts 
needed to diminish the influ-
ence of violence in American 
white male culture will also do 
the same with male culture in 
general.

 Bob Lindsey and Barbara Shine,
Callao

The March 29 Wall Street Jour-
nal confirms what we keep hear-
ing and seeing in mass media: 
our government has taken leave 
of its senses. Are we supposed to 
blithely accept this after the cir-
culation of emails about the 10 
most wasteful spending items of 
2012?

Here is a synopsis of just one 
article “Googled.” Following are 
the top 10 examples of wasteful 
U.S. government spending, five 
from each report.

From heritage.org/research/
reports/2012/10/federal-spend-
ing-by-the-numbers-2012:

$200,000,000. 

$141,450.

boost biofuels, $12,000,000. 

employees, $121,000,000.
From coburn.senate.gov/

public/index.cfm a=Files.
Serve&File_id=b7b23f66-2d60-
4d5a-8bc5-8522c7e1a40e” \t 
“_blank” Waste Book 2012:

loan guarantees.

junk food, dead people and strip-
pers, $2,500,000,000.

-
shire, $750,970.

nowhere, $520,000.
Among other examples, with 

Wasteful spending government encouragement, 
food stamp usage has increased 
70% to $12,000,000,000 since 
2008. Our vice-president 
enjoyed London and Paris to 
the tune of nearly $2,000,000 
(including limo).

In a continued effort to 
beat retirees into submission, 
Obama pushes Congress to 
reduce Social Security benefits. 
As an employee, Social Secu-
rity deductions were made from 
my pay check each pay period, 
and matched by my employer. 
When I was an employer, I was 
expected to match employees’ 
required “contributions.”

I find it infuriating the presi-
dent and congress would con-
tinue to try to wrest retirement 
benefits we worked so hard 
for, while hiding behind Marie 
Antoinette’s purported “Let 
them eat cake,” supposedly 
uttered just before the French 
Revolution. 

I have written to local gov-
ernment representatives, state 
representatives, congressional 
representatives, and even our 
president. Not one of them, 
from Middlesex County super-
visors to the U.S. president, has 
ever responded.

I refuse to believe the honest, 
hard-working citizens of this 
country will continue to be 
treated in such an abusive 
manner by those who consider 
themselves insular once they’ve 
been elected. 

Grid Michal,
Urbanna

Lancaster County Republi-
cans are invited to a Mass Meet-
ing April 16 at the White Stone 
Event Center on Chesapeake 
Drive in White Stone. Doors 
will open at 6:15 p.m. and the 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 

An abbreviated Call for the 
Mass Meeting was published in 
the Rappahannock Record on 
February 28. The complete call 
may be accessed at RFV.org., or 
va1gop.org.

The purpose of the meeting 
is to elect delegates and alter-
nates to the Republican State 
Convention May 17-18 in Rich-
mond, said Carol Dawson. The 
convention will nominate can-
didates for governor, lieutenant 
governor, and attorney general. 
Candidates have been invited to 
attend the mass meeting.

The county is entitled to 27 
delegate votes at the convention. 
The county may elect up to five 
persons for each delegate vote, 
for a total of 135 delegates and 
an equal number of alternates.

Pre-filing is required to be a 
delegate. The deadline to pre-
file is 5 p.m. April 10. To obtain 
an official pre-file form, go to 
one of the websites.

Send the completed form to 
party chairman Joan Blackstone 
at P.O. Box 532, White Stone, 
VA 22578, or in person at 40 

Oyster Point, in White Stone. 
There is no charge to participate 
in the Mass Meeting, but there 
is a voluntary fee of $35 to be 
a delegate to the state conven-
tion.

To qualify for delegate, a 
person must be a registered 
voter in Lancaster County, and 
express, as required, intent to 
support all the Republican Par-
ty’s nominees for public office 
in the ensuing election.                                                                                                                          

Moreover, a person otherwise 
qualified shall not have partici-
pated in Virginia in the nomi-
nation process of a party other 
than the Republican Party in the 
last five years. A single excep-
tion to that requirement is that a 
voter must renounce affiliation 
with any other party in writing, 
and attest that he or she is in 
accord with the principles of the 
Republican Party and intends, at 
the time of the writing, to sup-
port the nominees of the Repub-
lican Party in the future.

Participation is open to all 
members of the public who 
meet the qualifications. A voter 
does not need to be a member of 
the Lancaster County Republi-
can Committee to qualify.  

There will be a brief meeting 
of the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee following the 
formal Mass Meeting.  

Republicans schedule
April 10 Mass Meeting
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Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

Womens Fashion Clothing

FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2013
10AM - 5PM

We Take Quality Consignment Items!
If you are interested in selling your items

“Bring them to us”

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

144 School Street - Kilmarnock, VA
10 to 5 “Every day” 804-435-1207

6
9AM–5PM

NEW GIFT ITEMS IN OUR FRESHLY RENOVATED SHOWROOM

BOUNTIFUL ARRAY OF HERBS, VEGETABLES, AND PERENNIALS

REFRESHMENTS ALL DAY & HORS D’OEUVRES FROM 3PM–5PM BY THE TABLE AT WILTON

Wilton Cottage
& Garden 

VIRGINIA BEACH— For 
the past few years, the Common-
wealth has observed Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month in 
April. During this 30-day period, 
safety advocates across the Com-
monwealth have initiated educa-
tional campaigns on the dangers 
of distracted driving with the 
goal of saving lives on Virginia 
roadways, as distracted driving 
continues to be recognized as a 
top danger behind the wheel.

“Distracted driving continues 
to be a serious problem on our 
roads,” said Georjeane Blumling, 
vice president of public affairs for 
AAA Tidewater Virginia. “With 
the number of motorists whose 
focus is on something other than 
their driving, it is apparent that 
people are ignoring the dangers 
of distracted driving.”

“We work all year to educate 
Virginia drivers on the dangers 
of distracted driving,” said Janet 
Brooking, executive director 
of DRIVE SMART Virginia. 
“During April, we work to reach 
local businesses, state agencies, 
schools, municipalities and com-
munity leaders to help us spread 
the word that distracted driving 
affects us all.”

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA), in the U.S. in 
2011, 3,331 people were killed 
in crashes caused by a distracted 

driver, a 2% increase over 2010.
Virginia statistics for 2012 

show:

11% decrease.

in crashes, 7% decrease.

according to preliminary Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicle 
calculations, 1% increase.

near crashes are caused by dis-
tracted driving.

 Did you know an average text 
takes nearly 5 seconds, which 
means your eyes are off the road 
for the entire length of a football 
field? Just talking on your cell 
phone is distracting. According 
to NHTSA, cell phone users are 
18% slower to take action when 
seeing brake lights.

 “Although driving seems like 
second nature, it’s still a skill that 
requires constant, complex coor-
dination between your mind and 
body. Unfortunately, a moment’s 
lapse in attention can have tragic 
consequences,” said Blumling. 
“We need to be accountable for 
our own actions to make Virgin-
ia’s roads safer. That’s why AAA 
is committed to educating drivers 
on the full range of distractions 
that can lead to crashes, from 
adjusting the radio or attending 
to children, to eating and drink-
ing or using a mobile phone. All 

Kilmarnock Garden Club’s 
first meeting of the year 

was held March 19 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club.

Members and their guests 
were entertained and instructed 
by Marti Closter, owner of Mar-
ti’s Flowers, a Richmond floral 
design firm that specializes in 
weddings and special events, 
reported Brownie Watkins.

Closter’s presentation on 
centerpiece design was fol-
lowed by a three-course lunch 
and the club’s business meet-
ing.

distractions place the driver, pas-
sengers and others on the road at 
risk.”

 Distracted driving isn’t limited 
to cell phone use. Set the GPS 
before driving away, not while 
driving. Eat in a restaurant, not in 
the car; and remember that kids 
in the back seat can also be a dis-
traction. Avoid turning around to 
tend to children as much as pos-
sible. Finally, remind friends and 
family of the dangers of being 
distracted while driving.

 To minimize distractions:
-

ognize the activities that distract 
you, such as eating, conversing 
on the phone, or changing a CD. 
Once you recognize these distrac-
tions, you can work to eliminate 
them.

route in advance and make sure 
that you have a good understand-
ing of your directions. Check 
weather and road conditions. If 
you are transporting children, 
make sure that they are all prop-
erly buckled up and that you have 
items to keep them occupied, such 
as books on CD or soft toys.

do not have to multi-task or drive 
aggressively on the road.

down time. Understand that driv-
ing is not your “down time” or a 
time to catch up on phone calls, 
personal grooming, or dining.

sure that you are aware of others 
on the road at all times. Be pre-
pared for the unpredictability of 
others.

Make sure that you are not upset 
or tired when getting on the road. 
This is not the time to have a seri-
ous or emotional conversation 
with your passengers.

something that will take your 
eyes and/or mind off the road. 
Make sure that you find a safe 
place to pull over first.

-
one can pick up bad habits 
through the years. 

time. Making sure that everyone 
is properly buckled up is the best 
defense against distracted driv-
ers.

As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA Tide-
water Virginia provides its 
more than 325,000 members 
with travel, insurance, finan-
cial and automotive-related 
services. For more informa-
tion, visit AAA.com.

Kilmarnock Garden Club members and guests recently opened the 2013 season.

Kilmarnock Garden Club convenes 2013 season

From left, assistant 
Brenda Oliva and Marti 

Closter offer instruction 
in designing centerpieces.

Drivers reminded to reduce distractions WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Mari lyn ext.  11


