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Saturn’s wrath
Winter Storm Saturn brought high tides, high winds and lots of rain to the lower Northern Neck March 5 and 6 
while it dumped as much as two feet of snow elsewhere in Virginia before moving up the coast. Wind gusts in the 
Northern Neck exceeded 40 miles per hour at times, including 48 miles per hour at Lewisetta. Gusts of 56 miles 
per hour were recorded off Stingray Point in Middlesex County. Regional rainfall recordings measured between 
1.62 and 3 inches, according to the National Weather Service at Wakefield. Above, waves appear to be breaking 
across Windmill Point Road at 4 p.m. March 6 near the Little River Lookout Bait Shop. Photo by Stacey Pittman

This weekend the White Stone fire-
house will be filled with paintings, 

carvings, sculpture and photography 
from 80 artists, carvers and photogra-
phers for the 34th annual Rappahan-
nock River Waterfowl Show.

Original paintings, prints, decorative 
carvings, working decoys, fork art carv-
ings, bronze sculpture, photography 
and antique decoys will showcase a 
variety of wildfowl in many mediums 
and prices, said co-director Pat Bruce.

The Southeast Tourism Society 
has named the show to its prestigious 
Top 20 Events in the South for March 
2013, said Bruce. This is the only show 
selected from Virginia for March.

The 2013 Artist of the Year is Ann 
Holloway of Salisbury, Md. She com-
pleted a painting of buffleheads. Color 
prints of the painting will be given away 
each day. This is her 27th year as an 
exhibitor at this show, said Bruce.

Holloway has lived on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore most of her life and as a 
child in Chincoteague. Being fascinated 
with the wildlife around her, study-
ing and sketching even the smallest 
birds became her favorite pastime, said 
Bruce. She spent several years  teach-
ing art to elementary grades in the 

Wicomico County school system.
Holloway also made a very suc-

cessful career of painting cloth art 
and original paintings. She exhibits in 
many art shows on the East Coast and 
throughout the United States.

The show print was started in 1984 
to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the 
show, continued Bruce. Only a limited 
number of black and white prints were 
given out each day, sometimes only 
lasting an hour.

In 2000, color prints were given away 
and eventually W.F. Booth and Son 
Inc., of Kilmarnock, became the spon-
sor of the show print, and more copies 
were able to be printed so that everyone 
attending the show could receive one. 
The originals of all the show prints are 
on display at the firehouse year round. 
Copies of the prints from previous 
years are available for purchase.

The Preview Night door prize is an 
original painting by Grover Cantwell of 
Salisbury, Md., and the weekend door 
prize is a pair of bufflehead decoys 
carved by John Day of Cecilton, Md.

The Rappahannock Carvers Guild 
will hold their annual carving contest 
Saturday in the White Stone Women’s 
Club building beginning at 11 a.m.

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society will sell bluebird boxes. The 
Virginia Waterfowler’s Association will 
offer special presentations and demon-
strations repeatedly on Saturday and 
Sunday. They also will have activities 
for children ages 6 and older. A sched-
ule will be posted.

More than 50 items have been 
donated by the exhibiting artists to be 
raffled at the end of the show. Winners 
do not need to be present.

Special business sponsors of the 
show are W. F. Booth and Son Inc., for 
the show prints, Rappahannock Rent-
als, Bank of Lancaster and Bay Trust, 
Lawler Real Estate, Paul Sciacchitano 
and Welby Saunders of Wells Fargo 
Advisors, Willaby’s Catering, Currie 
Funeral Home and Coloryn Studio.

All weekend a variety of food, 
including oysters, crab, BBQ, chowder 
and homemade desserts, will be avail-
able to purchase.

The hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat-
urday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission is $8, children under 12 are 
free.

The show is sponsored by the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department. Pro-
ceeds benefit the WSVFD.

Waterfowl fans will flock to White Stone this weekend

From left, Todd Booth, Ann Holloway and Tim Booth display the 2013 show 
print. W.F. Booth and Son Inc. of Kilmarnock sponsors the show prints.

LANCASTER—District Court Judge Robert A. Pustilnik last week granted a 
motion to strike the Class 1 misdemeanor charge of “false entry and destruction 
of public records” against former Lancaster County Commonwealth’s Attorney C. 
Jeffers Schmidt Jr.

Schmidt was accused of disposing of case files in his final weeks in office after 
he lost a bid for re-election in November 2011 to current Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham. 

Schmidt was prosecuted by the Virginia Attorney General’s Office.
After hearing four hours of testimony from seven prosecution witnesses, and 

before the defense put on its case, Judge Pustilnik ended the trial, ruling that Assis-
tant Attorney General  (AAG) Mike Jagels failed to prove any fraud or deceit on the 
part of Schmidt. He also criticized Cunningham for making a criminal case out of 
something that could have been settled in civil court, saying he didn’t understand the 
harm when Cunningham 
has had the files all along.

In his opening statement, 
Jagels alleged that after 
Schmidt lost the election, he 
attempted to hamper Cun-
ningham’s ability to do the 
job by throwing out case 
files and having staff sign 
documents that would not allow them to divulge information “of what went on in 
the office.” 

Richmond defense attorney Craig Cooley said evidence would show the case was 
not about destruction of files pertaining to current or ongoing trials, that every file 
turned over to Cunningham was in perfect shape, and that Schmidt directed his sec-
retary to download and preserve everything pertaining to cases from her computer 
to a disc for Cunningham.

“When Mr. Schmidt came into office, the files were bare,” Cooley said, alluding 
that Schmidt’s predecessor cleared out all files. Schmidt “determined that was not the 
way he was going to leave office—that he would keep it in good order.”

Cooley said Schmidt was Commonwealth’s Attorney for 26 years, but prior to 
2000 the position was part-time and he maintained a private practice at the same 
time. The files Schmidt personally removed before leaving office were from his pri-
vate practice and those removed by the custodian were closed files that had nothing 
to do with ongoing cases, Cooley said.

“Mr. Cunningham sought an injunction and said ‘I’m going to need this,’ “ said 
Cooley. After that, Schmidt met with his attorney at the time, Chris Stamm, and two 
sheriff’s investigators to check all the files on active cases to make sure they were in 
order.

“Some files that were put aside were mistakenly removed” when the janitor 
cleaned the office, said Cooley. When this was discovered, Schmidt recreated those 
files. However, Cooley noted “...the relevant and material portion of files is main-
tained in the clerk’s office...as a second source.” 
First witness

Jagels’ first witness was the custodian, Billy Bowen. 
Bowen testified it was his job to clean the county offices, including Schmidt’s. He 

said Schmidt left files to be discarded in boxes on the floor, which Bowen emptied 
into trash bags and threw in the back of his truck.

Jagels produced a picture of Bowen’s truck with bags of trash in the back. Bowen 
denied the bags in the picture were the ones from Schmidt’s office because he said 
he took the bags of files to the sheriff’s office at their request. 

Under Cooley’s cross examination, Bowen said Schmidt did not tell him to remove 
the files as trash, but that it was his daily routine to remove anything on the floor. He 

HEATHSVILLE—The March 7 
meeting of the Northumberland board 
of supervisors moved at an extremely 
brisk pace due to a very light agenda.

Assistant county administrator Lut-
trell Tadlock presented the lengthiest 
agenda item—the planning commis-
sion’s end-of-year report.

Tadlock noted construction values 
for 2012 totaled approximately $21 
million, reflecting a 21% decrease 
from the previous year’s figure of 
$26.1 million. 

Some 293 building permits were 
issued during 2012, he said. The 
board of supervisors, board of zoning 
and appeals and the wetlands board 
received 97 requests last year. The 
wetlands board received the major-
ity—75 applications.

Tadlock also presented supervisors 
a draft of the revised zoning ordinance 

as proposed by the planning commis-
sion. 

“It’s been a long process that the 
commission has gone through. There 
is a lot of information in this packet 
and there are several changes that the 
commission is recommending,” said 
Tadlock.

The board will soon schedule a work 
session to review the document.

Seven new residential structures 
were permitted in February, county 
officials noted. The year-to-date figure 
for building permits is $4.2 million, 
reflecting a $67,000 increase from the 
same period last year.

“It’s going in a better direction 
but not by a whole lot,” said county 
administrator Kenny Eades.

Eades reported the county health 
insurance premium through Local 
Choice would increase by 9.8% this 
year.

“The counties that are a part of 

Local Choice were pooled in a way 
that it does benefit us to be with them. 
If we hadn’t been pooled this year, 
we’d be looking at a 22% increase,” 
said Eades.

The individual rate will go up $50 a 
month, making for a total increase of 
$43,200 from the county.

Vice chairman Richard Haynie 
moved to approve the increased rate 
and District 2 supervisor Jim Long 
provided a second. The motion carried 
in a 5-0 vote.

Following a public hearing, the 
board authorized Ronald and Patri-
cia Fox and A. Wade and Angela Self 
to keep up to 15 horses on property 
zoned residential waterfront at 1376 
Greenfield Road.

Chairman Jett moved to approve the 
conditional use permit and Long sec-
onded the motion. It carried in a 4-1 
vote with District 4 supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin voting nay.

Schmidt case is 
dismissed by judge

by Audrey Thomasson

End-of-year report shows decline
in construction for Northumberland

by Shannon Rice

“...I can’t find any way, shape or form...
that he (C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr.) did any-
thing wrong. Maybe it was done in haste 
but nothing proved bad behavior.”

— Judge Robert A. Pustilnik

SCHMIDT CASE IS DISMISSED, continued on page A2
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said he did not look inside the 
files, but placed them in trash 
bags because they were easier to 
move.
Second witness

The chief of the Lancaster 
sheriff’s office investigative 
unit, Lt. Tim Self, testified that 
after being alerted that files were 
being removed, he intervened and 
recovered the trash bags, placing 
them in the evidence room of the 
sheriff’s department.

“I was contacted by Common-
wealth’s Attorney (elect) Cun-
ningham to escort him to the evi-
dence room,” Self testified. “We 
opened a bag in the evidence 
room and saw case files from 
2008 to 2011.”

On cross examination, Self 
said he did not see Schmidt with 
the bags, only the custodian.

However, after additional 
questioning by Jagels, Self said 
a short time after the custodian 
event he observed Schmidt plac-
ing two bags beside his car. Self 
said he took a picture, but admit-
ted he was not aware of the con-
tents of the bags.

“Are you aware of how long 
Mr. Schmidt was in private prac-
tice...how many personal files he 
accumulated, or Christmas toys 
or clothing that might have been 
in there?” asked Cooley.

“No, sir,” Self replied. 
Third witness

Former assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Julian Harmon 
Jr. testified he was aware his boss 
was removing files from the 
office, “The bulk were his per-
sonal files,” he said.

Harmon said he assisted 
Schmidt in taking the files to 
Schmidt’s car. 

“How do you know it was per-
sonal?” Jagels asked.

“Because it came from the 
cabinets containing his personal 
files,” Harmon replied.

When asked about his boss 
tossing out information from case 
files, Harmon replied, “He was 
sorting through them to deter-
mine what was to be retained. I 
thought it was a lot of work and 
that he should have left it for 
Cunningham to deal with.” 

“Did you sign a non-disclosure 
agreement at Schmidt’s request,” 
Jagels asked.

“Yes,” Harmon replied.
Jagels asked why he would 

sign such a document.
“I have great faith and trust 

in Mr. Schmidt, so I signed it,” 
he said. “I had no reservations 
about signing.” Since he was also 
losing his job, he said he believed 
the document was a formality 
to make certain cases were not 
discussed with people outside 
the Commonwealth Attorney’s 
office.

Harmon acknowledged he 
signed a document stating files 

being discarded were closed 
felony cases over 10 years old 
and misdemeanor cases over 
two years. He stated he didn’t 
check the files because he trusted 
Schmidt. 

Harmon confirmed Schmidt 
took immediate steps to recreate 
files that were mistakenly thrown 
out. Jagels argued that it would 
be near impossible to replace 
files, but Harmon disagreed since 
all the original records were with 
the Court Clerk.

Harmon verified he signed a 
Library of Virginia document to 
be custodian of the records in his 
final days as assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney. However, he 
said he couldn’t remember if it 
was before or after Schmidt dis-
posed of files.

Defense attorney James 
Breeden asked Harmon if 
Schmidt ever told him to do 
anything to undermine Cunning-
ham’s administration.

“Absolutely not,” he replied. 
He said Schmidt asked him to go 
through his files and make sure 
they were up-to-date and ready 
for transition. 

While Harmon said he saw files 
being tossed, he didn’t question it 
because Schmidt had reviewed 
with him the Library of Virginia 
rules on handling case files. He 
said Schmidt also asked secre-
tary Lynn Moubray to download 
files from the computer onto a 
disc for Cunningham.
Fourth witness

Moubray was the prosecu-
tion’s next witness. She testified 
to working as Schmidt’s secre-
tary for 21 years.

“Everyone (in the office) was 
upset when Mr. Schmidt lost the 
election” partly because of the 
uncertainty of their own posi-
tions, she said.

Speaking about the non-dis-
closure document, Moubray said 
she refused to sign it because she 
thought it might prevent her from 
working with the new Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

“If I remember correctly, Mr. 
Schmidt said the judge said it 
was a good idea for employees to 
sign...I took it to Sheriff Crockett 
and he advised me to seek coun-
sel” before signing, she said.

Moubray testified that it was 
routine for them to “strip out” 
or purge closed files of unneces-
sary papers when they were in 
the old courthouse because there 
was limited space. But she got 
concerned when Schmidt started 
stripping files in the weeks after 
the election. 

Moubray admitted to taking a 
picture of the bags being thrown 
away. She contacted the sheriff’s 
office to collect and maintain 
them because she “thought the 
files might be needed.” However, 
she also confirmed the office 

files were only copies and that 
original forms were maintained 
by the Clerk of the Court. 

On cross examination, Breeden 
asked what was specifically 
“stripped out.” 

“Due to lack of space, if the 
appeal time was over or someone 
had died, we stripped out files of 
things similar to clippings, phone 
call records, drafts and dupli-
cates,” she replied.

Moubray said she was aware 
Schmidt was removing his per-
sonal files and she saw him 
“stripping out” files. She also 
confirmed he instructed her to 
download her computer files to 
a disc for safe keeping because 
her computer was a “lemon” and 
needed to be reformatted. 

“Did Bill Blocher, Cunning-
ham’s campaign guy, ask you...
to sneak in and download all the 
files but you refused?” Breeden 
asked.

“Yes,” Moubray replied.
“This sounds like Watergate,” 

said Breeden.
Judge Pustilnik said he had two 

questions for Moubray. 
“After you saw Mr. Schmidt 

getting ready to trash files, did 
you ask ‘Why are you doing this? 
Might it be a bad idea?’”

“No,” replied Moubray.
“Why not?” asked the judge.
“I was going through some 

personal problems at that time,” 
she replied.
Fifth witness

Jagels questioned probation 
officer Michael Greene in an 
attempt to show code violations 
by identifying several files in the 
trash that were active or still eli-
gible for appeal, based on letters 
Greene had sent. 

The judge interrupted, asking 
only for “action” items. “It’s clear 
Mr. Schmidt discarded paper 
or records. The question is if he 
did that for the purpose of hiding 
those things not being acted on,” 
said the judge.

Greene said he couldn’t recall 
any action items. 

Under questioning by Cooley, 
Greene confirmed he sent copies 
to the “clerk, judge, everyone.”
Sixth witness

When Cunningham took the 
stand, Jagels asked what his con-
cerns were about missing files.

“I was concerned I wouldn’t be 
able to go forward and fulfill my 
duties as Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney,” he answered.

Cunningham said he and Self 
examined one of eight trash 
bags collected. “I found 50 or 60 
files—24 were felonies—most 
under 10 years and some were 
less than a year old,” he testified. 
“I sent Mr. Schmidt a picture 
of the bags next to his car and 
requested all files be returned 
to me. He never answered,” said 
Cunningham. 

Jagels asked if any active files 
were missing from the office. 
Cunningham said he identified 
“10 to 12 missing files” including 
one on a juvenile case scheduled 
for court January 9, 2012. “Other 
files needed were not there. We 
couldn’t find a file on wire taps. 
We had to do the best we could 
using the Circuit Court files,” he 
said.

He testified he obtained an 
injunction to limit Schmidt 
from doing anything more and 
informed him that all files were 
to be turned over to him. During 
the weeks before taking office, 
Cunningham said he showed up 
at Schmidt’s office to begin the 
transition, but was told he needed 
an appointment.

“After the injunction, he said 
we couldn’t meet over any files,” 
Cunningham said.

Under cross examination, 
Cunningham denied Schmidt had 
made an attempt to reach out to 
him at a Christmas party.

Referring to Cunningham’s 
earlier statement, Cooley asked 
about his use of the term “some” 
when discussing files recovered 
that were within a year of the 
case. He had Cunningham read 
from his list and only one file was 
less than a year.  

At this point, Jagels brought 
out another list of files which did 
not match Cunningham’s.

“The files were left in bags 
and never catalogued?” Cooley 
asked. 

“Correct.”
After Cunningham’s testimony, 

the judge addressed Jagels noting 
Cunningham had all the files but 
had left them in bags. “Couldn’t 

he go to the bags and find them?” 
Judge Pustilnik asked.

“Yes,” Jagels answered, “but 
the point is he was disposing of 
files” that were still active and in 
a way that was not in accordance 
with law.

“When you sought the injunc-
tion, you could have asked the 
judge to return the files,” the 
judge said. “If the Circuit Court 
judge declined to return the files, 
I don’t know how I can go past 
the judge in the District Court...
We haven’t had any evidence of 
fraud. Every witness you put on, 
including the secretary, said they 
were work files. A circuit court 
judge could have ordered the 
files returned. If no one asked, 
why are we here?”
Seventh witness

Jagels called the director 
of records for the Library of 
Virginia, John Metz, to show 
Schmidt did not follow the state’s 
disposal rules for records.

During lengthy testimony, 
Metz described the process for 
destroying records by shredding, 
pulping or incineration and over-
writing for electronic records. 
Also, he noted files must be 
maintained 10 years for felonies 
and one year for misdemeaners.

Metz said the Library “prob-
ably” sent out a letter of instruc-
tion on how to destroy files, but 
he could not produce any record 
of a letter.

“There is no list of specified 
items that cannot be discarded?” 
Cooley asked. “No letter of 
instruction on what to do with 
the files?”

“Correct,” said Metz.
“Not one word of what should 

be preserved?”
“Correct.” Metz said the rule 

was “very broad.” 
After Cooley established that 

the library keeps records of who 
is assigned as the “custodian of 
the records” in every Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s office, Metz 
admitted he was unable to find 
anyone ever registered in Lan-
caster. 

“From 1984 through 2011, no 
letter was sent to the Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s office saying 
they don’t have a custodian of 
records?” Cooley asked.

“No,” Metz replied after 
searching his papers.

Referring to a letter establish-
ing Harmon in that position, 
Cooley asked, “Mr. Schmidt 
made the corrections to your sat-
isfaction?” 

“Yes.”
“You don’t see Mr. Cunning-

ham’s signature?”
“Correct.”

Evidence questioned
At the end of Metz’s testimony, 

the judge again asked Jagels 
what evidence he had that proved 
fraud. 

“It was deceit,” Jagels replied.
“He didn’t hide it,” said the 

judge. “He didn’t hide it. They 
were out in the open, everyone 
saw it.”

“Mr. Schmidt was in office for 
years and never destroyed files,” 

Jagels said.
The judge disagreed. “No, 

they did. Everyone said so.”
“But he never destroyed in 

mass,” Jagels argued. “He did it 
because he didn’t want the new 
guy to have any work product 
that would help Cunningham. 
Half the files were less than one 
year.”

“There was only one that was 
less than a year,” corrected the 
judge.

“There were a number of 
felonies within 10 years,” Jagels 
argued.

The judge and Jagels contin-
ued to spar over which evidence 
fell within the Library of Virgin-
ia’s rules for retention. Finally, 
Judge Pustilnik asked him to 
produce evidence of any public 
documents found in the trash 
bags.

“Certainly the probation let-
ters,” Jagels replied.

“Those are private letters 
as defined...” replied Judge 
Pustilnik. The Library of Virginia 
said everything was handled 
appropriately except the way they 
were desposing them, he added.

“It was a disadvantage to Mr. 
Cunningham,” Jagels said.

“I have a great deal of problem 
with a Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney using a criminal proceeding 
over those files,” said the judge. 
“And, in fact, they’re all still in 
your custody. Nothing has been 
destroyed...this should have been 
taken care of in civil court when 
you got the injunction. (Cun-
ningham) should have asked the 
judge to release the files at that 
time...I don’t see how this could 
possibly be a criminal matter. 
Everybody thought the files were 
(Schmidt’s)... I can’t find any 
way, shape or form...that he did 
anything wrong. Maybe it was 
done in haste but nothing proved 
bad behavior.”

Jagels argued that Schmidt 
wasn’t following proper proce-
dures in destroying the files.

“If they’re going to be 
destroyed, how could the public 
have any interest in them?” the 
judge asked. “You should have 
asked for relief at the time of 
need—at the civil trial and not 
proceeded to a criminal trial.”

Judge Pustelnik asked the 
defense for a motion to strike, 
which he then granted. Striking 
down the evidence as part of 
dismissing the case means the 
judge ordered the removal of all 
of the prosecution’s evidence to 
the court because it afforded no 
proof or value. 

“The court’s comments were 
very appropriate,” Breeden said 
after the trial. He agreed that the 
case should have been taken to 
criminal court. 

“My family and I are very 
grateful to the people of Lan-
caster County for allowing me 
to work for the past 28 years to 
make Lancaster a better place to 
live,” Schmidt said after the trial.  
“I will continue to work to make 
the county a better place.”

Schmidt case is dismissed by judge
continued from page A1

Read it in
the Record!



A3RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

2013 COMING ADVENTURES
CHARLESTON & SAVANNAH – MOTORCOACH TOUR
Tours of Historic Charleston & Savannah, lunch at Paula 
Deen’s Lady and Sons Restaurant.

WASHINGTON ZOO EXCURSION - MOTORCOACH
Spend a day of fun with the whole family. Home to 400 
different species of animals.

CASINO MAGIC - CONNECTICUT - MOTORCOACH
Foxwood’s Casino Magic~ largest casino in the world. 
Visit to Submarine Museum.

BERMUDA CRUISE - ROYAL CARIBBEAN’S 
GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
Enjoy pink sand beaches and turquoise surf. Roundtrip 
motorcoach from Kilmarnock to Baltimore.

ALASKA - “THE GREAT LAND” HOLLAND AMERICA’S 
MS STATENDAM CRUISE TOUR
Observe wildlife, pan for gold, & marvel at the glaciers.

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE - “COUNTRY MUSIC 
CAPITAL OF THE WORLD”
6 Day-5 Nights Motorcoach Tour. Performances at the 
“Grand Ole Opry”, with additional tours.

MAY 7-10

MAY 18

JUNE 25-27

JUL. 26-AUG. 2

AUG. 27-SEP. 8

OCT. 13-18

CHRISTMAS AT THE BILTMORE ESTATE-MOTORCOACH
Tours of the Spectacular Holiday Decorated Biltmore 
Estate.

MYRTLE BEACH-MOTORCOACH TOUR
Southern Holiday Festival of Shows

NOV. 12-15

DEC. 10-12

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

CALL FOR DETAILS

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Be sure to check out our 50% off closeouts!

All In-Stock Jewelry & Giftware 39% off!

1974-2013Sale

39th

S l

3939

15% off all custom jewelry orders placed during sale

In honor of our

Last 3 Days – March 14-16

      
 
 

 THE GIFT SHOP 
         Fresh Finds For Every Occasion 

 

SPECIAL  
One Day Pre-Season  

OPENING 
 

SATURDAY, March 16 
11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

420 Christ Church Rd., Weems, VA  22576 
www.christchurch1735.org 

 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against six individuals.

A Wilson Lane man, 49, was 
charged March 5 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Johns Neck Road man, 
73, was charged March 6 with 
stalking. 

A Tappahannock man, 24, 
was charged March 7 with 
assault and battery. 

A Highbank Road man, 35, 
was charged March 11 with 
violation of a protective order.

A Regina Road man, 37, 
was charged March 11 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Morattico Road man, 33, 
was charged March 11 with 
contempt of court. 
Activity report

March 4 : Staff responded 
to a juvenile behavioral com-
plaint in the 2400 block of 
River Road. 

March 5:  The school 
resource officer responded 
to a parental complaint about 
her son posting a gang-related 
picture on Facebook.  Staff 
responded to an E911 discon-
nect call that originated on 
Shalem Place (child playing 
on the phone) and received a 
larceny report from the 2500 
block of Morattico Road (Sony 
amplifier, 2 speakers taken 
from a parked vehicle; $500 
loss). 

March 6 : Staff notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of high 
water covering Chownings 
Ferry Road, large trees block-
ing the roadway near 1345 
Devils Bottom Road, and noti-
fied VDOT and Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative (NNEC) 
of downed trees and power 
lines in the area of River and 
Millenbeck roads; received 
reports of power outages in the 
areas of Close Quarters Drive, 
Millenbeck and Lively, and 
reports of downed trees blocking all or part of 
James B. Jones Memorial Highway, Oak Hill 
Road, Weems Road, Lively Oaks Road, Ridge-
field Farm Road and East Highview Drive,  and 
high water across Windmill Point Road south of 
Close Quarters Drive. Staff received a destruc-
tion of property report from Sunset Drive 
($150 damages to yard), a walk-in complaint 
of stalking, a larceny report from the 300 block 
of Norwood Church Road (2 rifles, 2 shotguns 
stolen; $1,200 loss) and a larceny report from 
a White Stone area residence  (King Phillip of 
Spain gold coin, minted in early 1700s; $1,500 
loss). 

March 7:  Staff received a motorist’s com-
plaint of a reckless driver in the area of the 
Lively Ruritan Center; responded to an E911 
disconnect call on Buzzards Neck Road (verbal 
dispute), to a destruction of property complaint 
in the 3000 block of White Chapel Road, and to 
a shoplifting complaint on North Main Street; 
notified Richmond County authorities of a 
reckless driving complaint in the Chinns Mill 
area; checked on the well-being of a Windmill 
Point Road resident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (subject located; no emergency 
services needed); checked on the well-being 
of a Boys Camp Road resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (subject was found to 
be deceased) and checked on the well-being of 
an Irvington Road resident (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

March 8 : Staff responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Crab Point Road (no emer-
gency services needed), with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
near Chinns Mill (med-evac involved), with 
the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to 
an E911 disconnect call on School Street (no 
emergency services needed), to the area near 
Mary Ball and Alfonso roads to assist VSP 
with a traffic stop involving a wanted person, 
and to a domestic disturbance on Twin Branch 
Road. 

March 9:  Staff responded 
to a reckless driving complaint 
in the Litwalton area and to a 
noise violation complaint on 
Ocran Road.  

March 10:  Staff responded 
to Harris Road to assist KPD 
with the arrest of a person 
wanted by Northumberland 
authorities, with assistance 
from VSP to a domestic assault 
call on Thomas Landing Road, 
and to an E911 disconnect call 
on Highbank Road (Emer-
gency Medical Services dis-
patched at the request of depu-
ties on the scene). 

March 11: Staff received 
a larceny report from Rose 
Drive (prescription medica-
tion); responded with KPD to 
a shots fired call on Wiggins 
Avenue, and responded to a 
reckless driving complaint on 
Wintergreen Lane.

Staff also this week con-
ducted 25 traffic stops, issued 
11 summonses, assisted three 
motorists, handled three calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
12 building alarms, processed 
one mental health order, 
logged three inmate transports 
and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash in 
the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
road, a utility fire in the 9800 
block of Mary Ball Road, a fire 
alarm on Eagle Trace, a power 
line fire on Lively Oaks Road, 
a traffic crash with med-evac 
near Chinns Mill and a vehicle 
fire on Butter Road.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a power line fire 
on Waynes Circle and a brush 
fire on Irvington Road near 
Woods Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to a fire alarm on 
North Main Street.

Northumberland County Sher-
iff Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 12 individuals.
Felonies

Breanna R. Hall, 19, of Heathsville was 
charged March 4 with attempted malicious 
wounding, trespassing on property after being 
forbidden to do so and threatening communi-
cation over the phone.

Larry A. Headley Jr., 36, of Reedville was 
charged March 10 with felony assault and bat-
tery.

Kenneth J. Phipps, 37, of Tappahannock was 
charged March 10 with grand larceny. This sub-
ject was arrested by the Tappahannock Police 
Department.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 24, was charged March 4 
with depriving an animal of food and water.

A Burgess man, 35, was charged March 6 
with 21 summonses  for failing to purchase 
dog licenses and 21 summonses for no rabies 
shots.

A Farnham man was charged March 6 with 21 
summonses for failing to purchase dog licenses 
and 21 summonses for no rabies shots.

A Burgess man, 29, was charged March 6 
with driving suspended and impeding the high-
way in a dangerous manner.

A Warsaw man, 30, was charged March 6 
with failing to follow a court order. This sub-
ject was arrested by the Richmond County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

A Reedville man, 26, was charged March 
7 with criminal trespass and damaging prop-
erty.

A Heathsville woman, 32, was charged 
March 7 with no county tag for her animal.

A Callao man, 57, was charged March 8 with 
failure to appear in the Northumberland County 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.

A Reedville man, 26, was charged March 9 
with driving under the influence of alcohol and 
reckless driving.

LANCASTER— The Lan-
caster Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s office on Friday asked the 
court to nolle pros the murder 
charge against Karlide Anthony 
Harding in the July 2011 stab-
bing death of Joseph Maurice 
Waller. 

The legal term “nolle pros” 
[nolle prosequi] means the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney does 
not wish to prosecute at this 
time but may re-file charges at 
a later date.

According to the sheriff’s 
office, Harding has been in jail 
awaiting trial since his arrest on 
March 8, 2012, and the Com-
monwealth was running out of 

time on the defendant’s right to 
a speedy trial. 

Defense attorney Brent Jack-
son responded with a motion 
to nolle pros with prejudice, 
meaning the case could not be 
re-filed.

“I objected because I didn’t 
want them to come back at a 
later date,” said Jackson. “I 
wanted them to try the case or 
dismiss it altogether.”

Circuit Court Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III said it was 
inappropriate to make a verbal 
motion and the Commonwealth 
must submit the motion in writ-
ing. He set a court date of 9 a.m. 
March 22 to hear motion argu-
ments. 

A request by the defense for a 

bond hearing was delayed until 
March 22.

When asked to comment on 
his motion to nolle pros, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham said, “I can’t com-
ment on ongoing cases.”

A member of the stabbing 
victim’s family said they were 
not notified about the court 
hearing.

“This is ridiculous,” said Steve 
Waller, the victim’s brother. 
“Our cousins have been coming 
from Baltimore for the trial over 
and over and they keep putting 
it off. I don’t think we have a 
Commonwealth’s Attorney in 
Robert Cunningham.” 

Waller was killed after attend-
ing a yard party on Irvington 

Road. According to testimony 
at Harding’s preliminary hear-
ing, the defendant and Walter 
Eric Taylor Jr. allegedly argued 
with Waller at the party. Waller’s 
body was discovered in a yard 
across the street the following 
morning.

A grand jury indicted Hard-
ing in July 2012 on charges of 
second degree murder, unlawful 
wounding, malicious wounding, 
attempted abduction of a second 
victim and destruction of that 
victim’s vehicle.

According to the Court 
Clerk’s office, Friday’s hearing 
was requested by the defense 
in order to separate the murder 
charge from other charges 
against Harding.

ROBLEY—Irvington attor-
ney James Breeden was injured 
last Friday in a single-car acci-
dent on Route 3 near Chinn’s 
Mill Pond. 

Breeden was taken to Rappa-
hannock General Hospital 
where he was airlifted to MCV 
Hospital in Richmond with 
chest and leg injuries, accord-
ing to Virginia State Police 
trooper Elliott Haynie.

The accident occurred at 
1:45 p.m. Breeden was wear-
ing his seatbelt. 

“Mr. Breeden was travel-
ing westbound toward Warsaw 
when he merged into oncom-
ing traffic, ran off the road and 
went down an embankment 
before hitting a tree,” reported 
Haynie.

Breeden’s vehicle, a 2011 
Jeep Grand Cherokee, had 
extensive front end damage 
and the air bags had deployed, 
Haynie said.

A couple of “good Samari-
tans” arrived on the scene 
first and were directing traffic, 
according to Haynie. 

The trooper was assisted by 
Lancaster sheriff ’s deputy Sgt. 
Eddie Headly. Also respond-
ing were the Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
Rescue Squad.

Prosecution indicates desire not to
try murder charge against Harding

by Audrey Thomasson

Breeden
injured in
single-car
accident

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 

information regarding 
the whereabouts of Gray-
ling Morse Smith.

He has warrants in 
Lancaster and Mathews 
counties as well as the 
City of Hampton.

Smith, 49, is wanted 
in Lancaster County for 
failing to pay child sup-
port.

He has black hair and 
brown eyes. He is 5 feet 
9 inces tall and weighs 
158 pounds.

His last known address 
was 733 Tanbark Drive 
in Newport News. He is 
also known as Mumps 
Smith. 

Report information on 
Grayling Smith to the 
Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463,

You will not have to 
give your name or appear 
in court. If your infor-
mation is useful to law 
enforcement you could 
receive a reward up to 
$1,000.

All information is kept 
confidential. 

CRIME
SOLVERS

Grayling Morse Smith

Get lucky HERE ! 
-Record Classifieds-

Pay for your print ad and get it 
online for FREE!!! 804.435.1701

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RRecord.com
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50 East Church
Guns, Ammo, Supplies, $25 Transfers

FFL Dealer
Call For Details

Don’t waste time and 
money going to the city.

We Still Consistently Pay the Most 
For Your Gold and Silver

Antiques, Coins and Collectables
Militaria, Toys and Items 

From the Past
Gold and Silver Bullion

We Buy, Sell and Trade
3rd Year In Business

Free Research on Items
Free Estimates

804-435-8722
Monday -  Friday 10 am - 5 pm

Saturday 10 am - 3:30 pm  
Closed Sundays

KILMARNOCK—Archi-
tects estimate the price tag to 
bring Lancaster’s aging school 
buildings into the 21st century 
could range from $36.8 mil-
lion for heavy renovations to 
existing buildings, to a high 
of $55.7 million for a new 
combined high and middle 
school and a renovated exist-
ing middle school that would 
become a primary school. 

The architectural firm of 
RRMM of Chesapeake and 
DeJong Richter of Dublin, 
Ohio, presented the results of 
a $55,000 facility study in a 
two-pronged program Febru-
ary 23 and March 9. Both ses-
sions had a light turnout, but 
last Saturday’s presentation 
on possible building options 
attracted only 30 people, 
including just five parents.  

School superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich criticized the 
county’s lack of interest in 
economic development “...
because they do not invest 
in its schools.” He said two 
things lead to a better com-
munity, schools and economic 
development—and not the 
addition of a dialysis center.

“The future of this commu-
nity is not a dialysis center,” 
said Lukich. “It’s people with 
young kidneys, not old kid-
neys. We need young people...
What’s the long-term effort in 
effectiveness? It’s not how 
many administrators you can 
cut.”

Lukich was referencing 
county supervisors’ past 
comments indicating dis-
satisfaction that the school 
system has made budget cuts 
by eliminating teaching posi-
tions while preserving admin-
istrative positions.

Architects Duane Harver 
and Larry Simerson presented 
six options at Saturday’s ses-
sion. They said the cost esti-
mates are based on current 
economic conditions.

Option A would involve 
moving early childhood 
through grade 4 students to 
the middle school building in 
Kilmarnock, locating grades 
5-8 at the existing high 
school, and building a new 
high school for grades 9-12. 
The price tag, including the 
purchase of property for the 
high school, is estimated at 
$52.3 million.

Option B would move early 
childhood through grade 4 to 
the middle school building, 
build a new middle school for 
grades 5-8, and renovate the 
high school for grades 9-12. 
The estimated cost is $49 mil-
lion.

Option C involves renovat-
ing the existing middle school 
and high school while build-
ing a new primary school for 
early childhood through grade 
3. All grades would remain 
the same at each school. The 
estimated cost is $41.1 mil-
lion.

Option D moves the primary 
school to the existing middle 
school building, repurposing 
the existing high school into 
another function such as a 

Raffle winners
Libbie Degaetani (above) drew the winning names in the 
recent Northern Neck CASA “Wine, Dine and Shop in the 
Northern Neck,” raffle. Sandy Griffith and Mitchell Alga were 
the grand prize winners of restaurant gift cards, local shop gift 
cards, wine tasting and theater tickets, said program director 
Betty Wirth.

WHITE STONE—Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
students Beau Hubbard and 
Andrea Pruett explained to 
council last Thursday how 
their graduate projects would 
benefit the Town of White 
Stone. 

Pruett’s plan concentrates on 
improving the corridor region 
along Chesapeake and Rappa-
hannock drives. 

“The basis of the plan 
[incorporates] both elements 
of economic development and 
‘placemaking’,” said Pruett. 

She is basing her recom-
mendations regarding future 
growth on demographics, 
zoning, land use and market 
analysis. 

“I’m using all of those ele-
ments and coming up with a 
plan for the town to help sup-
port businesses and promote 

businesses coming into the 
area,” she said. “I’m looking 
at the small things the town 
can do now but also at the 
long term of what the town can 
do.”

Hubbard’s project is based 
on a new urban density design. 
He will concentrate on using 
and remodeling the existing 
buildings in town. He said the 
town’s sewage issues create a 
big question mark right now 
where development is con-
cerned. 

“I’m trying to get the people 
that come through town to 
stop and spend money,” he 
said. 

His plans would include a 
rehab of some of the old build-
ings in town using federal 
grants and tax money. 

Pruett’s and Hubbard’s proj-
ects will be used by the town 
during its revision of the com-
prehensive plan, said town 

Student consultants explain anticipated
benefits of their projects for White Stone

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi manager Patrick Frere. 
Pruett and Hubbard are each 

seeking master’s degrees in 
urban planning. 

In other business, Frere told 
council the first week of town 
tag sales was successful despite 
the interruption of Winter 
Storm Saturn last Wednesday. 
The first two days of sales 
were as good as the first four 
days last year, he said. 

The town office will be open 
today (March 14) and tomor-
row (March 15) for the final 
two days of sales. Hours are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Reporting on town finances, 
Frere said revenues are low, 
although the figures are “not 
out of the ordinary for this 
time of year.” With the fiscal 
year two-thirds complete, the 
town has only made 56% of 
its projected expenditures, he 
added.

Absent from last Thursday’s 
meeting were Mayor Lloyd B. 
Hubbard and vice mayor David 
Jones. The meeting was led 
by senior councilman Randy 
Reeves, who was unanimously 
selected, 5-0, as the acting 
president of council.

School facility study offers six options
ranging from $36.8 to $55.7 million

by Audrey Thomasson
See the School Notebook, C3-5
Smith shares results of teacher survey..., C4 
Northumberland’s school drug policy..., C5

community center or school 
board office, and building a 
new combined middle and 
high school for grades 5-12. 
The estimated cost is $55.7 
million.

Option E involves exten-
sive renovations at all three 
schools with grades disbursed 
as they currently exist. The 
cost is estimated to be $36.8 
million.

Option F would consoli-
date grades 5-8 and 9-12 at 
the existing high school site, 
adding a computer technol-
ogy education center. Early 
childhood to grade 4 would 
move to the existing middle 
school building and the old 
primary school would be 
repurposed. The estimated 
cost is $41.3.

“You didn’t address moving 
the fourth- and fifth-graders 
out of the middle school,” said 
Grace Goodman. “I think it’s 
inappropriate to have them at 
the same school with sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-graders.”

Lancaster High School 
principal Dr. Lori Watrous 
also asked about fitting Pre-K 
through fifth grade at the 

existing middle school after 
renovations.

“That’s not an option we’ve 
studied. We’d have to talk 
about it with Dr. Lukich,” 
said Harver.

“I bring it up because that’s 
what you said the commu-
nity was most interested in,” 
Watrous said.

The ideal situation, said 
Simerson, is to have Pre-K 
through grade 5 together, 
grades 6 through 8 and 9 
through 12. The options were 
based on costs. “We have to 
look at how we maximize the 
existing complexes...working 
with what we have.”

One citizen asked how the 
addition of fourth-graders 
at the primary school might 
impact Title I federal pro-
grams which provide funding 
for programs assisting disad-
vantaged kids.

“As long as it’s housed in 
the same school, the other 
grades would have access to 
the Title I funds,” said Alicia 
Carter, who administers grant 
programs.

One citizen asked the archi-
tects to make a professional 

recommendation.
“There’s a mindset to be 

thrifty on education,” said 
William Hakos. “It could help 
the school board move this 
forward.”

“We try to be objective 
about the options,” replied 
Harver. “But I agree, it [the 
option selected] should be a 
strong recommendation and 
clear path.” 

Harver said the next steps 
include selecting an option, 
further study of that option, 
refining costs and obtaining 
funding, land acquisition, soil 
testing and environmental 
studies of selected sites.

“The scope of this study is 
very limited,” said Lukich. 
“The next step is to present 
it to the school board and 
supervisors.”

Get lucky HERE ! 
-Record Classifieds-

Pay for your print ad and get it 
online for FREE!!! 804.435.1701
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Is Pleased to Present ... 

“What Health Reform Will Mean 
to Small and Mid-Size Businesses” 

Tuesday, March 26, 2013
Bank of Lancaster 

Northside Branch Kilmarnock
5:30 PM 

 
Sponsored by 

Guest Speakers:
Kelly Jo David - Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield

Meghan Neville - Farm Bureau

In addition to our guest speakers there will be 
represenatitves from Mike Callis Insurance, 

RiverLand Insurers & Northumberland/Lancaster 
Farm Bureau

This event is FREE, and open to the public. Space 
is limited, so reserve your seat today by calling the 

Chamber office 804-435-6092 or online at 
www.lancasterva.com/events

Light refreshments will be served

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
All GREEN merchandise 20% off!

*some exclusions may apply*

Fabulous finds for you & your home

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-5
538 Rappahannock Drive • 436-8505

HORN HARBOR 
HOUSE RESTAURANT
Opening next weekend 

for 2013 Season
Friday, March 22 at 5pm

804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River

*Hours until Memorial Day*
Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm

Sunday 5pm - 9pm

Pat Willett
Associate Broker 

804-436-5235 
pat@pleasantlife.com

CORROTOMAN RIVER
 

131 Yankee Point Road.

Lovely Tidewater design home fronting on the Corrotoman River at 
Yankee Point. Wide view across river and deep water at dock.

Situated on 3 landscaped acres with perennial gardens and fruit 
trees. This outstanding home features 3 generous size bedrooms with 
large master suite and ensuite bath on first floor,  two bedrooms with 
bath on upper floor. There is 1/2 bath off foyer.  Wonderful family size 

kitchen with center island and dining room adjacent to open living 
room with brick fireplace. There is a large screen porch facing river. 
Additional features include a 2 car attached garage with workshop, 

Williamsburg design dependency for garden equipment and supplies. 
There is a wisteria covered pergola anchoring the corner of the flower 
gardens which was featured in “Perennials” magazine. A picket fence 

area for your dogs complete this outstanding home. 
Well priced at $839,000

Brochure upon request. See our Virtual Tour at 
www.tourfactory.com/963747

Katya Spicuzza of Irvington recently received special recog-
nition as founder of the Women’s Committee, Martha Jef-

ferson Hospital in Charlottesville.
 Since 1993, almost $4 million has been raised to support 

women’s breast care and midlife health programs, according to 
hospital officials. The committee, composed of more than 100 
volunteers, annually holds Martha’s Market in October.

The event, held in UVA’s John Paul Jones arena, attracts 
thousands of shoppers to its selected country-wide specialty 
boutiques whose vendors donate a part of their proceeds to the 
program. This year’s 20th anniversary market will be held Octo-
ber 4 through 6.

IRVINGTON—River Coun-
ties Community Founda-
tion grants committee chair-
man Mary Elizabeth Hoinkes 
recently announced applications 
are being accepted for the 2013 
Community Grants Program.  

Charitable 501-c-3 orga-
nizations serving Lancaster, 
Middlesex and/or Northum-
berland counties are eligible to 
apply for funding to support the 
implementation or continuation 
of initiatives having direct com-
munity impact for the residents 
of one or more of these coun-
ties. The majority of grants 
awarded will be in the $1,000 to 
$5,000 range.  

Grant guidelines, which 
include completing a portrait 
on GiveRiverCounties.org for 
certain eligible agencies, appli-
cation forms, and deadlines can 
be found at rivercountiescf.org, 
or call 438-9414. The complete 
application package must be 
received by 11 a.m. April 15.

TA P PA H A N N O C K —
Traffic flow along Route 360 
in Tappahannock will be 
affected beginning the week 
of March 18 when Domin-
ion Virginia Power crews and 
contractors begin trimming 
trees, replacing power poles 
and upgrading electric ser-
vice equipment to enhance 
service reliability.

Electrical service to cus-
tomers is not expected to be 
disrupted while the work is 
in progress, according to Vir-
ginia Dominion Power media 
relations coordinator Daisy 
Pridgen.

For the safety of the crews, 
there will be periodic lane 
closures along Route 360 
between Earl and Marsh 
streets, said Pridgen. The 
closures will take place from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Only one lane 
at a time will be closed to 
traffic.

 Home dedication
At noon Friday, March 15, 

the Lancaster/Northumberland 
Habitat for Humanity will cel-
ebrate the completion of the 
organization’s 14th house and 
dedicate it to Candice Daven-
port, LNHFH’s partner in con-
structing the home. 

The ceremonies will take 
place at Davenport’s new home 
at 55 Pond Park Road. From 
Kilmarnock, travel west on 
Route 3 to Devil’s Bottom Road 
(on left). Turn left and travel 
approximately one-half mile to 
Pond Park Road (on left). Turn 
left. Davenport’s home is the 
first one on the left.

From left, Martha Jefferson Hospital vice president Ray 
Mishler, Katya Spicuzza and MJH president and chief executive 
officer Jim Haden enjoy light moments during the Women’s 
Committee annual meeting recently held at the Boar’s Head 
Inn in Charlottesville.  

Irvington resident honored as
founder of Women’s Committee

Community
foundation
is accepting
2013 grant
applications

Electrical work 
along Route 
360 to affect 
traffic flow in 
Tappahannock

NEWS BREAK

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board will meet 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, 
to vote on a proposed 2013-14 
budget totaling $15,784,191, 
including food service.

The total represents an 
increase of $199,191 or 1.3% 
over the current budget, accord-
ing to school finance director 
Sue Salg. 

The special meeting will be 
held in the school board office 
on Irvington Road. 

A public hearing on the pro-
posed budget was scheduled 
yesterday, March 13.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight (March 14) in the town 
hall.

The agenda includes discus-
sion on grass mowing at the 
Thomas property, codifying 
town ordinances, new revenue 
sources, and a presentation by 
the Steamboat Era Museum.

KILMARNOCK—The town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 16, in the town 
hall, 514 North Main Street.

According to town manager 
Tom Saunders, there are no 
public hearings or action items. 
Monthly reports are expected 
from committee chairmen.

The Agenda
Local Government News

KILMARNOCK—“Casino 
Night on the Rivah,” an eve-
ning of horse racing games, 
black jack, craps and Texas 
Hold’em poker tables will 
take place from 6 to 10 p.m. 
April 27 at the Boys & Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck.

Five door prizes will be 
drawn every half hour and 
20 stage prizes worth $50 or 
more will be awarded at the 
end of the evening, said board 
president Ed Fuehrer. The 
grand prize is a rowboat built 
by club members and filled 
with outdoor sports items.

Tickets are $50 per person 
and include food, beverages, 
prize tickets and $10,000 in 

‘Casino Night on the Rivah’
to benefit Boys & Girls Club

casino chips. Included in the 
ticket price is a professional 
photograph of each attendee 
which they will receive at the 
end of the evening, said Fueh-
rer. 

“This event promises to be a 
fun evening where most of our 
guests will win something and 
have a great time,” he said.

The event will be held in 
the club’s Education and Rec-
reation Center at 517 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock.

Lead sponsors are the four 
banks that underwrote the 
club’s mortgage five years ago 
– Chesapeake Bank, Bank of 
Lancaster, Union Bank and 
EVB.

“We are so grateful for the 
support of the local banks 
for Casino Night, as we have 
been for their continued sup-
port over the last five years,” 
said board member and event 
chairman Iris Treakle.

Proceeds will fund activi-
ties sponsored by the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck, which last year had 
nearly 400 student members.

The club must raise its 
entire operating budget of 
about $500,000 each year, 
said Fuehrer. The youth who 
attend the club each pay $20 
per year, but the program-
ming costs about $1,000 per 
student.  

Tickets for the event can be 
purchased at the club admin-
istration office, 435-9696, or 
bgcnn.com.

The game night is being 
conducted by Massino’s 
Cassinos Inc. of Mechanics-
ville. 
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

When one looks around the Northern 
Neck, one sees many buildings and 

monuments commemorating historical figures 
and events. In addition to such structures, we 
also have a quality of life that owes much of its 
existence to people for whom no monuments 
stand, and no plaques read.  

In our time one of those individuals who 
leaves behind that intangible emphasis of 
making the Northern Neck a better place was 
Jeannie Kling, who died last Saturday. She and 
her husband, Bill, moved here from Northern 
Virginia, and she immediately sought to iden-
tify areas in which she could contribute her 
remarkable talents towards making life better 
for as many persons as possible.

She found her calling in Interfaith, where 
her dedication and enthusiasm led to her ser-
vice for a number of years as the organization’s 
president. Jeannie was a genuinely committed 
Christian, one who understood that faith and 
good works went hand-in-hand for true believ-
ers. For her, the social Gospel was vital to 
living the Christian message. Helping others 
in need was her way of practicing it, and to that 
end she labored untiringly, often in circum-

stances in which her own health was failing.
Through Interfaith, Jeannie became another 

of the many, indeed innumerable, faces of 
those doing good deeds through their service 
to the organization’s ministry to the needy. To 
anyone who donated, be it time, treasure or 
talent, she offered her thanks on behalf of those 
who would be the recipients in a loving and 
touching manner. With her gentle demeanor, 
she became an intermediary between the donor 
and the donee. Her expression of appreciation 

was real, as was the warmth of her personality 
in offering it.

In “retirement” Jeannie and Bill also have 
pursued their longtime interest in politics. 
Jeannie brought great dignity and efficiency to 
the local political process, as seen most vividly 
through her chairmanship of the Northum-
berland County Republican Committee, and 
through her prescient letters to the editor of 
local newspapers in which she presented her 
pithy observations with her beautiful prose, 
delightful wit and astounding perspicacity.

Jeannie had an impressive pedigree as a 
participant in the evolution of Virginia politics 
over the last half-century. She had worked on 
and managed campaigns, served in legislative 
offices, and performed many of the so-called 
grass-roots operations that are the real key to 
political success. She performed her tasks with 
extraordinary competence and personal humil-
ity, the latter again a reflection of her abiding 
adherence to the biblical mandates that many 
in her field overlooked or ignored.

Nature was another of Jeannie’s consuming 
interests. Often she could be found in local 
farming stores purchasing the feed that she 

liked to give to wildlife, thereby showing her 
respect for and devotion to the entire complex 
of creation. She saw herself as being one with 
the divine plan for the universe, the structure 
for which had a role for everyone to play.

In her obituary that recounted the highlights 
of her many activities over the course of her 
illustrious life, perhaps the most unfathom-
able piece of information was her age. In our 
world, happily 80 no longer seems to be old, 
but in Jeannie’s case, the incredulity lies in the 
realization that one person could have done so 
much in only eight decades.  

Jeannie was a mother and wife, a writer, a 
political operative, a benefactor, a humanitar-
ian, a philanthropist and a friend, and she did 
it all under the mantra of her deep Christian 
faith. She was one individual who heard the 
Lord calling, and who listened attentively. 
Her enduring monument shines in the lives of 
those she helped in God’s name, often afford-
ing them the opportunity to fulfill their parts of 
the divine plan more completely as the Creator 
intended.

Elizabeth Jeanne, “Jeannie,” Matthes Kling, 
December 29, 1932 – March 9, 2013,  R.I.P.

Jeannie was a genuinely 
committed Christian, 
one who understood that 
faith and good works went 
hand-in-hand for true 
believers. For her, the social 
Gospel was vital to living 
the Christian message.

Focal Point

“Swan Puddle”
Photo by Ron Smith

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction: The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency invented recycling.

Fact: Recycling was practiced long 
before the EPA stuck its nose into it in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Recy-
cling has been practiced at least since 
400 BC.

Fiction: Computers will replace 
community newspapers in our lifetime.

Fact: Community newspapers, as a 
medium to transport news on broad 
sheets of paper, will continue to be 
produced in mass quantities during 
our lifetime because of the credibility 
of community-based news gathering 
organizations. The content can’t be 
found elsewhere, and the many uses 
of newspapers can’t be duplicated by 
computers.

Newspapers have been recycled for 
centuries. They rank right up there 
with duct tape and claw hammers as 
some of the most practical multi-use 
tools known to man.

Consider the many ways in which 
newspapers can be reused to improve 
the quality of life we all strive to 
enjoy. Newspapers can be used:

steamed crabs.

carton of ice cream for transport.

further insulate it and to help absorb 
moisture and odors.

fish.

cutting messy fruits or vegetables.

in the refrigerator, where it will catch 
the mess from rotting produce and help 
keep the odor down.

when butchering hogs, chickens and 
wild game, or when shucking corn or 
cleaning fish.

protect clothing.

roasts.

protect the table top from spills and 
other damage.

trunk liner.

holder.

oven, grill or skillet.
-

dows and mirrors, with a mixture of 
vinegar and water.

washing.
-

toons.

boxes.

outdoors.

-
ing.

when painting or sanding.
-

ers.

remodeling.

to installation of shades, blinds or cur-
tains.

in the wind.

to eliminate a draft.

bloody or wet clothing.

shape.

drying.

remove odors.

when visiting a grave site, gardening 
or scrubbing floors.

quantities tightly bound by twine—
another great practical multi-use tool).

purses and luggage.

visor.

charcoal grills and camp fires.

in the fireplace. This also saves trees.

can get them into a vase.

to help arrange fresh cut flowers and 
hold water.

stuck in snow, mud or sand.

to protect the finish.

bowls.

reels when cleaning.

are painting or gluing.

projects.
-

ments.

instruction.

warmth.

bags.

mention; the list grows every day.
What a wonder is a newspaper!

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

I would like to commend 
the forward-thinking individu-
als on our town council who 
made the decision to purchase 
a building on Main Street to 
house our new town office.

The current one is an embar-
rassment.

The new building, on the 
corner of West Church and 
Main, is centrally located 
and is attractive and excel-
lently appointed.  Parking is 
not a problem as the council 
had the foresight to obtain an 
additional five spaces near the 
building, and there are two 
large public parking lots very 
near the building as well.

When council meetings are 
held, the retail businesses will 
be closed and as the meetings 
are held on Monday evenings, 
the one restaurant on that block 

Main Street
purchase right
for Kilmarnock

is not open, so there will be 
ample parking for cars on Main 
and West Church streets.  

The proposed building will 
serve well as our new town 
hall, will cost the taxpayer far 
less than building a new one 
would and should be a boon 
to nearby businesses as it will 
attract more potential custom-
ers to the center of town.  

Additionally, I have been 
assured by several council 
members that our taxes will 
not go up because of this pur-
chase. Those who have been 
paying attention can see that 
the majority of the council 
studied the various options and 
made the best decision for us 
and for Kilmarnock.

Mei-Li Beane,
Kilmarnock

The RockTenn paper-
board mill at West Point has 
applied to renew its ground-
water withdrawal permit for 
another 10 years. If the permit 
is granted, the mill could pump 
8,407,200,000 gallons of water 
a year from underground reser-
voirs that are already imperiled. 
Decision makers confront a 
painful dilemma.

Several factors favor approval. 
The West Point mill has a long 
and venerated history, going 
back to the beginning of the 
20th century. The mill utilized 
groundwater for papermaking 
decades before the passage of 
Groundwater Management Act 
of 1992. 

Second, in the past few 
decades, the mill has instituted 
numerous water conservation 
technologies, including water-
reuse.

Third, the mill provides a pay-
roll for roughly 600 employees 
and funds at least one-half of 
the town’s tax base. Closing the 
mill or reducing its production 
would have a severe economic 
impact on the local citizens.

The case for denying the 
permit rests chiefly on the need 
to safeguard an already stressed 
groundwater supply. The mill 
is the second largest user of 
groundwater on the Virginia 
coastal plain, behind only the 
International Paper facility at 
Franklin. It withdraws nearly 
one-fifth of all groundwater 
used on the Virginia coastal 
plain and more than 60% of 
all groundwater pumped on 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula.

Second, according to a 
recent report by the VDEQ, 
the demands for groundwater 
to support desired growth on 
the coastal plain can no longer 
be sustained by the aquifer 
system.

Third, continuing the histori-
cal rate of groundwater with-
drawals at West Point will hasten 
the depletion of the coastal plain 
groundwater supply and cause 
serious damage to the aquifers. 

What is painful about a 
dilemma is having to make a 
choice one does not want to 
make. Yet, the future of the 
region depends on making the 
right choice.

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

A painful dilemma

I used to smoke cigarettes 
and quit three years ago.

However, I remember what it 
was like to have several smok-
ers in one room together, puff-
ing away.  Little did we realize 
what it must have been like 
for others to breathe in that 
polluted setting.  All of which 
leads to a difficult subject that 
may possibly offend others—
the subject of perfumes. Per-
haps, however, I may be speak-
ing for others as well.  

First of all, I love perfumes, 
but they don’t love me.  Those 
wonderful fragrances send 
me running for fresh air.  The 
resulting symptoms of nose 
burns, throat closings, and 
extended headaches, last for a 
long time. Typically, I end up 
in bed for a day or two to clear 
my head.  

Obviously, it is difficult to 
attend church or any other 
public outings where others 
may be wearing perfumes. 
The combined aromas become 
increasingly toxic to those of 
us who are allergic to the fra-
grances. I know I am not alone 
with this sensitivity.  There may 
be others who don’t realize that 
a constant stuffy or runny nose 
or an onset headache may be a 
perfume allergy.

Imagine, also, what these 
combined fragrances can do to 
small children.  Is this any less 
harmful than cigarette smoke?  
I wonder.

I can no longer enjoy my 
own former perfumes.  And, 
if I am in the company of a 
friend or an acquaintance who 
is wearing such, I may have 
to walk away. Please do not 
be offended.  I really do care 
about being with you, and may 
want to give you a friendly hug, 
but, unfortunately, I just cannot 
afford the consequences.  

Shirley Lindberg, 
Weems

Name your poison

The February 28 newspaper 
coverage of the Kilmarnock 
Town Council meeting failed 
to mention the opposing com-
ments. The reporter failed 
again to mention the citizen 
input section. Most of the arti-
cle was about what a good deal 
it is to purchase the building 
downtown. I strongly disagree 
with this theory.

I received eight telephone 
calls in response to my Febru-
ary 21 letter to the editor. Only 
one was in favor of buying the 
subject property. The other 
seven stated various reasons to 
be against it, all valid.

The one person for the pur-
chase is a present council 
person. The remaining com-
ments ranged from and includ-
ing: safety, congestion, no park-
ing, too much money, why buy 
a white elephant, voted wrong, 
remodel and add on at the pres-
ent location or build new at the 
present location, too secretive, 
citizens not informed and one 
person wondered if the council 
members are stock holders of 

The rest 
of the story?

LETTERS, continued on page A7
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Great Value & Great Fuel Economy
We have four vehicles that get up to 40 MPG Hwy.*

18679 Eltham Road, West Point

*(Disclaimer): EPA-estimated hwy. mpg. EPA-estimated Fiesta SE with SFE Package; Focus SE with SFE Package. 
See fueleconomy.gov for fuel economy of other engine/transmission combinations.

MEDLIN FORD

2013 Fiesta
29 City/40 Hwy

2013 Focus
28 City/40 Hwy

2013 C-Max
47 City/47 Hwy

2013 Fusion Hybrid
47 City/47 Hwy

How to Avoid 
Overlapping Medications

A presentation by your Walgreens pharmacist
Monday, March , am - am

Commonwealth Assisted Living at Kilmarnock
 South Main Street

Meet one-on-one with your Walgreens pharmacist 
to discuss your medications. Bring a list with you. 
FREE and open to the public. 

For more information, please call - .

presents
“How the Other Half Loves” 

By Alan Ayckbourn
Directed by Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

PERFORMANCE ADDED
March 21 – Thursday

7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain 

$20 for Adults

Reservations
Online - lancasterplayers.org

or 435-3776

Dr. Harold H. Weiler MD 
 

2. 

Old Dominion Eye Care 
 
 
         Cataract / Cornea Subspecialist 
 
 
 
 

Glaw::o:ma lt-t\e4re$, ;  
. ... - ...

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1-888-634 

Specializing in the treatment of: 

2.22

Glaw::o:ma t-t\e4re$, ;
. ...- ...

Cataracts: Lifestyle Lenses, ReSTOR, Toric,        
“No Stitch Cataracts” 

Corneas: Dry Eye, Corneal Transplant 

Glaucoma: Aqueous Shunts, OCT,                
Visual Fields 

Refractive: Refractive Lens,         
Contact Lenses, Eyeglasses. 

1-888-634

Retina: Diabetic Retinopathy,            
Macular Degeneration 

            804-435-0547 Kilmarnock 

      804-443-6180 Tappahannock 

the bank.
By not reporting these com-

ments, the impression is that 
everyone thinks the purchase 
would be an OK deal. This is 
not true.

The meetings are on tape 
and written down. Visit the 
town office to hear or read this 
information. The council fails 
to remember how they get on 
the council: they were elected.

Due to the council not hear-
ing from the public and decid-
ing to purchase the downtown 
property, I have resigned from 
the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Robert E. Wille,
Kilmarnock

Letters
continued from page A6

Sequester has become the 
buzz word equated with huge 
slashes in vital programs and 
will be used as the excuse for 
cuts that aren’t necessary but 
which will be done simply for 
shock value and to make those 
who have supported spending 
cuts to look bad.

What Sequester actually 
amounts to is that over the next 
10 years instead of having our 
federal spending increase by 
1.7 trillion, it will increase by 
1.6 trillion.

Sue Long,
North

Cut to the quick

Do you remember?
This photo shows the aftermath of the March 17, 1952, fire that destroyed almost an entire 
block in downtown Kilmarnock. The building in the foreground was Sargent’s Department 
Store, now Bay & River Home Decor. Eight buildings were destroyed and more than a dozen 
others caught fire or suffered other damage, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo 
courtesy of the Mortimer Payne Collection

The Lancaster and Northum-
berland Democrats will hold a 
joint meeting at 6 p.m. March 
21 at the Northumberland 
Public Library in Heathsville.

Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic executive director Jean 
Nelson will speak on opera-
tions and the implications, if 
any, of the health care legisla-
tion originating at the federal 
level.

All interested persons are 
invited to attend.

Democrats set
joint meeting

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the March 14, 1913, issue of 

the Virginia Citizen)
Oyster Market Gone To Smash

There has been practically no trade for 
the past two weeks on account of the warm 
weather. If warm weather continues the oyster 
business in Norfolk locality is about over for 
the season. If present indications are to be 
taken seriously, the oyster crop in Maryland 
will be smaller this season than for several 
years past. The yield, it is said, will be about 
3,250,000 bushels, a decrease from last year. 
Various reasons are assigned for this state of 
affairs, one being that believing the natural 
supply of the Chesapeake was inexhaustible, 
the dredgers have cleaned up the bottom each 
year.

The above pretty well sizes up the situation 
for the Chesapeake. In Maryland there is a 
scarcity of oysters. In Virginia there has been 
super abundance. Our people are the more for-
tunate. While the demand lasted we had plenty 
to supply; and got top prices while going.
Wicomico’s Social Circle

On Friday evening last, Miss Julia Harding 
most delightfully entertained a few friends at 
cards from 8:30 until 2 o’clock. The house was 
tastily decorated with potted plants and ferns. 
Those who had the pleasure of being present 
were: Miss Turner, who was attired in blue 
satin draped with chiffon caught with pink 
rosebuds; Miss Hinton, pink satin draped with 
chiffon cloth and trimmed with heavy lace; 
Miss Kibler, old rose messaline trimmed with 
velvet of the same shade; Miss Clarke, black 
lace over satin, trimmed with pink forget-me-

nots; Miss Hall, crushed raspberry messaline, 
trimmed with cut velvet and lace; Miss Floride 
Harding, old rose satin trimmed with lace 
and puffings; Miss Louise Coles, pink satin 
trimmed with crystals and pearls; Miss Julia 
Harding, black messaline, while the hostess 
was attired in pink voile over messaline. The 
gentlemen were attired in evening dress, those 
present being: Willie and Harding Blackwell, 
Jack Ernest, Willie and Otis Harding, R. D. 
Carter, Warren Hurst and Corbin Christopher. 
The partners having been arranged by the host-
ess, the game began, while placed in the center 
of each table were salted peanuts. After the 
game hot chocolate and cakes of many kinds, 
also fruits and candy were served. The remain-
der of the evening was spent dancing, the 
music being rendered by Misses Kibler, Clarke 
and Bettie Harding.

The young people of Wicomico have spent 
many delightful evenings, but none more 
delightful; nor at any have we been more sorry 
to hear the sounds of the clock as it sent forth 
the hour of 2 a.m.
Moving Pictures And Select Music

Simmons and Brown will exhibit next week 
in the Sanders Hall, White Stone, Va., begin-
ning Monday night February 17th and lasting 
through Saturday night, the 22nd, the up-to-
date motion pictures.  The pictures will be 
interspursed with music of all kinds on their 
large graphaphone. Admission 10 cents. Come 
out-it will do you good.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Republicans observe Reagan Day
The Lancaster County Republican Committee on Sunday, March 10, hosted the annual Reagan 
Day Dinner at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club. Reagan biographer Craig Shirley was 
the guest speaker. Several prominent Republicans attended the affair, including (from left) 
Rep. Rob Wittman, Del. Rob Bell, candidate for attorney general and Prince William board of 
supervisors chairman Corey Stewart, Sen. Jeannemarie Davis, Sen. Steve Martin, Del. Scott 
Lingamfelter (all candidates for lieutenant governor), Lancaster Republican chairman Joan 
Blackstone and Del. Margaret Ransone. Also attending the dinner were attorney general 
candidate Sen. Mark Obenshain, Lt. Gov. candidates Pete Snyder and Bishop E. W. Jackson, and 
Sen. Ryan McDougle.

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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35 South Main Street,

Sterling Jewelry

(Selective Resale Apparel)

In the care of people you know.

www.vahs.com

Convalescent Care, Skilled Care 
and Rehabilitative Care. 

You’re in the hands of people you know.

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center combines 
excellence and ambiance to create a warm, home-like environment 
for your family and friends, right here at home.

Many of our residents enter for Skilled Care, a designation for those 
joining us directly from the hospital who still need a higher level 
of nursing, rehabilitative or medical attention on a 24-hour basis. 
In fact, Medicare or other insurance carriers may provide up to 100 
days of Skilled Care or rehabilitative care per benefit period for 
those who meet the medical requirements.

If rehabilitative therapy is required, our team of physical, 
occupational and speech therapists will do their very best to help 
you achieve your highest possible level of functioning, with the goal 
of your returning home. 

Remember, if at any time you or your loved one may need our 
services, we’re right here. Call our Administrator, Garrett Jones, at 
804-435-1684.

Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center

287 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

www.hometownlighting.com
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St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church

435 E. Church St., Kilmarnock

Saturday March 23 

Noon - 2 pm

Open to kids ages 12 and under
Lunch and baskets 
will be provided.

The Tides Inn Resort 
is open for the season.  

Relax with the great Carters Creek view 
and enjoy sunset on the Terrace.

“Oysters and Bubbles” On The Terrace
Friday and Saturday, March 15 and 16
A unique opportunity to sample a glass 
of sparkling wine from local vineyards, 

paired with a half dozen raw 
or cooked oysters fresh from 

Rappahannock River Oysters.  $15

The Tides Inn Resort
480 King Carter Drive, Irvington, VA 22480

www.tidesinn.com
804-438-5000

*

The chatter on Facebook 
showed the excitement of 

the Corps as we learned that 
we were about to be a part of 
history, to march in the Inau-
gural Parade at the invitation 
of the President. I am honored 
to say that I was a part of 
that event, and it is definitely 
something that the grand-
kids will get to share about 
“Grandma Ford” for a lifetime.

However, the prestige of 
being in such an important, 
nationally televised event 
came at a cost: parade prac-
tice.

Those are two words that 
Keydets fear—they both mean 
hours of hard work.

Fortunately for the Corps—
and to the dismay of the cadet 
operations and comman-
dant’s office staffs—the VMI 
“weather machine” broke and 
parade practice was narrowed 
to two that preceding week 
instead of the four that had 
been planned. Then, after one 
day of rest, the much-antici-
pated Monday arrived.

Inauguration Day started 
off with a formation at 4:45 
a.m. It wasn’t until the buses 
were on their way that I pulled 
my overcoat over me and 
proceeded, like many in the 
Corps, to nap for the entire 
trip. 

Once we arrived at the Pen-
tagon staging area, the buses 
maneuvered us to the mul-
tiple security tents through a 
maze of high school marching 
bands, firefighters from Idaho, 
and cadets from other ser-
vice academies. As I walked 
through the crowds, I felt a 
twinge of pride for the first of 
many times that day; I was a 
part of the Virginia Military 
Institute, and I was marching 
in this Inaugural Parade.

It was humorous to see that, 
among the other invitees, we 
were the largest group. We 
easily took up the entire park-
ing lot, leaving those who 
were not with us to stand on 

‘It felt like they were there for us’

Ryan McDaniel adjusts Alyssa Ford’s overcoat in the Pentagon staging area. 

Alyssa Ford recently wrote this article for Vir-

ginia Military Institute’s in-house newsletter, the 

Institute Report, about her experience march-

ing with the Virginia Military Institute Corps of 

Cadets in the Presidential Inaugural Parade.

The daughter of Richard Ford of Weems, she 

is a regimental sergeant in the Corps of Cadets 

and an intern in the VMI office of communica-

tions and marketing.  

by Alyssa Ford
VMI Class of 2014

the outskirts and watch as we 
began the odd ritual of dyking 
out.

Before, I had had ideas of 
how that day would progress—
I hadn’t realized there would 
be so much waiting. However, 
technology prevailed and gave 
us all something to do to erase 
the boredom of being uncom-
fortably dyked out on a bus for 
hours on end.  Out came the 
cell phones, for music, games 
and other entertainment.

I didn’t even notice when 
we started moving, but I did 
notice when we stopped, which 
was right in front of the Wash-

ington Monument. I knew 
we were close to the parade 
because I could hear people 
cheering for the President and 
his family.

Take it as you will, we were 
the last unit in the parade, so 
watching all the groups pass 
and embark on the parade 
route was annoying yet thrill-
ing because with every group 
that left, we were getting 
closer to step off.

Around 5:30 p.m. I was just 
as excited to move my feet to 
get them warm—it had been in 
the 30s most of the day—as I 
was to march in the parade.

It was apparent that we had 
fans, for down more populated 
streets we heard shouts of “Go 
VMI” and “You rock, VMI.”  
As we were introduced over 
and over again at each section 
of the route, the cheers kept on 
coming, and it made me hold 
my head a little higher and 
swing the saber with a little 
more care.

I was a part of something 

great. I was having a rare 
opportunity to be a part of an 
Inaugural Parade. I and 1,400 
of my closest friends were 
marching down Pennsylvania 
Avenue toward the President 
of the U.S.

The parade route was longer 
than I expected, and it was 
hard to align left with the lack 
of light. There was, however, 
no lack of smell. Mixed in 
with the odor of the piles of 
horse poop that littered the 
streets like mines, there was 
a tantalizing smell of food 
all around, which contrasted 
in my mind with the “boxed 
nasty” I would receive later.

Then, I was blinded.
We had finally made it to 

the reviewing stand, marked 
by the supernova spotlight that 
illuminated us all. It was at 
that point that I forgot about 
how tired my eyes were and 
how cold my feet were. All 
the practice parades and com-
mands of eyes left paid off in 
that small moment, because 
there they were, the President 
and his reviewing party.

It felt like they were there 
for us. Yes, they had been 
standing there for a greater 
portion of the day, but seeing 
the look in their eyes made it 
worthwhile.

I was honored to be in that 
parade. That experience made 
all of us closer because we 
have it to share and look back 
upon. We will feel proud all 
our lives of that one day when 
we were a part of history.

The Lancaster County Branch of the NAACP will meet at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 19, at the Bank of Lancaster northside 
branch in Kilmarnock. 

The agenda will include discussion of NAACP adopted reso-
lutions, an update on Second Chance Ministry, the selection of 
captains for the promenade, a review of committee assignments 
and duties and a report on the Civil Rights Advocacy Training 
Institute, March 14-17 in Herndon.

The drive for membership, voter registrations and restorations 
also continues, noted president Lloyd N. Hill.

NAACP to meet March 19

I want to thank everyone who took 
part in helping to find me. I once 
was lost but now I’m found. Special 
thanks to Mrs. Rose Mary Frances 
and the Kilmarnock radio stations 
that I’m home with my mom, Elsie 
Curry, after almost two months.Garfield


