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WHITE STONE—In an economy 
where companies are closing and 
workers being laid off, the business 
of collecting consumer debt is grow-
ing. 

Bay Capital Management Group 
(BCMG) in White Stone is proof 
positive of that trend. The company, 
owned and operated by president Bar-
bara O’Daire and her husband, senior 
vice president William O’Daire, is 
expanding its operations. 

Currently the O’Daires employ 
18, including collectors, sales agents 
and a skip tracer, in a 3,000-square-
foot office in the Maple Tree Center 
on Rappahannock Drive. The com-
pany will soon encompass more than 
8,000 square feet with the addition of 
its Consumer Debt Servicing opera-
tions center, which will open soon in 
the former Boswell’s Glass building. 
Sales and administration will remain 
at the current office.

The new 5,000-square-foot center, 
painted inside in bright green, purple 
and orange, will house the company’s 
core business unit. Some 80 employ-
ees will soon be hired, said Barbara 
O’Daire. The company will then 
employ approximately 95 full time, 
non-seasonal staff members. 

The O’Daires have been in the col-
lections business for 31 years. Wil-
liam O’Daire retired in 2008 from one 
of the largest debt buying companies 
in the country and the couple moved 
full time to Ingram Bay in Northum-
berland County. He came out of 

retirement in 2009 when he and Bar-
bara O’Daire started BCMG in a little 
house in Kilmarnock. Although they 
had worked in the collections indus-
try for three decades, BCMG was the 
first company they have founded as 
managing partners. 

“We started in Kilmarnock and 
quickly outgrew that office,” said 
William. “And now we have out-
grown this.”

BCMG purchases and services 
distressed consumer debt from some 
of the nation’s leaders of consumer 
credit. The company has purchased 
and serviced almost $200 million in 
consumer debt, said Barbara. 

The O’Daires offer their employ-

ees some unusual incentives, includ-
ing monthly massages and contests. 
They’ve given away a laptop, televi-
sion and camera. They understand 
that “nobody around here has col-
lection experience,” said William 
O’Daire. “Our people are trained 
extensively and it’s paid training.”

They train all their collections staff 
members to be courteous and polite, 
he added. 

“We work with our people,” he 
said. “We understand they have a 
financial hardship. That’s why they’re 
our customers.” 

According to William O’Daire, 
less than 5% of their clients are in 

REEDVILLE—Menhaden, ale-
wife, mossbunker, fatbacks, bunker 
or pogy—no matter what it’s 
called—the fish is making news 
up and down the East Coast as the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) mandated 
harvest reductions have fisher-
men scrambling to determine the 
impact.

On December 14, 2012, the men-
haden management board of the 
ASMFC voted 13-3 to institute a 
20% reduction in overall landings 
for the commercial catch of Atlan-
tic menhaden. Virginia, Florida and 
New Jersey representatives voted 
against the reduction. More menha-
den are caught by Virginia fisher-
men than any other state along the 
East Coast and Virginia was allo-
cated 85.3% of the total harvest.

Virginia’s representative on the 
ASMFC menhaden board, Jack 
Travelstead, lobbied to hold the 
reduction to 10%. When this was 
obviously not going to fly, Trav-
elstead tried 15% and then 17% 
before the rest of the committee 
settled on 20%, with the cut being 
based on the 2009-2011 harvests. 

The General Assembly, which 
manages the Commonwealth’s 
menhaden fishery, passed related 
bills and Gov. Bob McDonnell has 
signed the legislation into law.

Omega Protein’s Reedville plant 
is one of the largest menhaden 
facilities in the country and uses 
the fish to produce high protein 
fish meal as a supplement for 
animal feeds and aquaculture, and 
refines high nutritional omega-3 
fatty acids for human consump-
tion. It’s referred to as the “reduc-
tion” fishing industry. 

Omega is one of the largest 
employers in the Northern Neck 
with some 250 people on its pay-
roll at the plant and on the boats. 
A study completed by the late 
Dr. James Kirkley of the Virginia 

Institute of Marine Science in 2011 
cited the Reedville menhaden plant 
with having an $88 million regional 
economic impact.

Also affected by the new menha-
den harvest limits are three active 
bait f ishermen in the Northern 
Neck who work smaller rigs, called 
snapper rigs. These are indepen-
dents that have their own boats and 
crews and sell their f ish in the blue 
crab and fish pot f isheries, and to 
lobstermen and recreational hook-
and-line fishermen. However, two 
of the snapper rigs sold either a por-
tion or all of their catch to Omega, 
the reduction fishery.

Omega Protein general manager 
Monty Deihl said, “We do not feel 
cuts to this level were justif ied, par-
ticularly based on the lack of sci-
entific data. While the new reduc-
tions may or may not have positive 
impacts on the menhaden biomass, 
it definitely has economic negative 
impacts on the Northern Neck.”

Deihl says the plant had been 
anticipating a reduction, and over 
the past two years has reduced its 
labor force through attrition and 
retirement. “We just haven’t been 
rehiring and we have already closed 
out around 30 jobs,” he says.

Over the past few weeks, Deihl 
said Omega has laid off over 20 
more people at the Reedville plant. 

Readers are reminded to set their
clocks ahead one hour

Sunday, March 10.

Daylight Savings offi cially
begins at 2 a.m.

KILMARNOCK—Town coun-
cil member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn on 
Friday offered information in support 
of the town’s recent decision to pur-
chase 1 North Main Street for a town 
office. 

Addressing the finance and admin-
istration committee, Nunn offered 
three examples of commercial prop-
erty sales as comparable transactions 
for the town’s offer of $729,500 on 
the former Bay Trust building.

During the meeting, members 
agreed that an appraisal of the prop-
erty costing several thousand dollars 
would be a waste of money at this 
point.

“With an offer on the table, the 
appraisal will likely match the offer,” 
said councilman William Smith. 

Members Shawn Donahue, Howard 
Staughan and Nunn agreed with 
Smith to recommend that council not 
go forward with the appraisal.

Topping the list of comparable 
transactions cited by Nunn is the July 
2010 sale of the Marks and Sullivan 
building, which she called  “...the 
worst time for real estate sales” in the 
current economy.

“The property was assessed 
for $430,000...and purchased for 

$650,000,” said Nunn. “The pur-
chase price is 51% over the assessed 
value.”

Nunn said the Fridenstein Build-
ing on North Main was assessed 
for $200,000 and sold in 2010 for 
$520,000, “...160% over it’s assessed 
value.” 

The Bay Meadows Real Estate 
building was sold in a foreclosure 
sale last year. “The assessed value 
was $203,000 and it sold in foreclo-
sure for $324,500 on April 1, 2012. 
That’s 62% over assessed value.”

Nunn said in comparison the town 
purchase of the Bay Trust building 
for $729,500 is only 31% over the 
assessed value of $556,000. “In addi-
tion, we are getting a vault valued at 
an additional $200,000 and a secu-
rity lighting system valued at over 
$40,000.”

Nunn said the vault will be an asset 
to the town because it currently rents 
vault space for records that must be 
kept permanently, including record-
ings of all meetings.

With a town parking lot across the 
street from the town office, there is 
plenty of available parking during the 
day, she said. Town council meetings 
take place on Monday nights, when 
restaurants are closed and don’t need 
the street parking, said Nunn.

Reaching high
Lancaster’s Sharda Beane and Shamerah Taylor get off the ground for a back bump as the starting lineup is called 
before the Group A Division 2 quarterfinal game at Old Dominion University on March 1. The Clarke County 
Eagles defeated the Lancaster Lady Devils 45-41. For more state tournament coverage, see page C1. To view a 
slide show of the Clarke County-Lancaster game, go to RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Comparable sales noted
to support town purchase
of Main Street property

by Audrey Thomasson

White Stone debt management
firm plans to add 80 positions

Bay Capital Management Group LLC president Barbara O’Daire reviews 
information with skip tracer Lashawna Tomlin. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Industry-wide reductions begin 
as menhaden cap becomes law

by Larry Chowning

DEBT, continued on page A8

INDUSTRY, continued on page A8
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LANCASTER—Visions 
and Lead Northern Neck mem-
bers held a discussion last week 
with Lancaster Primary School 
officials.

The discussion was followed 
by a tour of the primary and 
middle schools.

Visions is an organization 
whose mission is to improve 
lives in Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties by reduc-
ing poverty.

Lead Northern Neck is a 
Visions program to build a 
community leadership foun-
dation for economic develop-
ment.

According to Visions presi-
dent Lindsy Gardner, the visit 
was intended to communicate 
concerns, create an open dia-
logue and explore opportunities 
for community involvement. 

School superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich set up a lengthy 
schedule of presentations by 
principals.

The session “...was a com-
promise from what the school 
wanted to put out,” said Gard-
ner. “Clearly, both the school 
system and the community 
have a great deal of work to do, 
but establishing clearer com-
munication is the key for both. I 
think that we made great strides 
in that department.”

Lukich began the program 
by saying, “Great communi-
ties don’t allow poor schools to 
exist.” In a discussion on school 
discipline, he noted 15 students 
were expelled last year. “Pretty 
high for a school system,” he 
said. 

Participants presented ideas 
for the school district to improve 
communication with the public 
and take advantage of commu-
nity volunteers. Ideas included 
creating local partnerships with 

businesses in a mentoring pro-
gram and a buddy program 
within the school pairing older 
students with younger ones. 

They asked the school to 
foster parent involvement 
including offering an evening 
class for parents that would 
train them in the technology 
used by students so they could 
help their children at home.

Participants also suggested 
school officials ask for help 
from parents, businesses and 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

Another suggestion was to 
consider a Saturday morning 
discipline class for disruptive 
students before suspension or 
expulsion measures are used. 
The class could draw speakers 
from the sheriff’s department, 
churches and other community 
resources.

Several participants sug-
gested having people other than 
the superintendent promote the 
school system in the community 
and at events so the population 
becomes more positive about 
the schools. They also said par-
ents need to be more supportive 
of discipline in schools.

Former county administra-
tor Bill Pennel noted school 
administrators need to improve 
relations with the county.

Welby Saunders with Visions 
said hearing from the princi-
pals was “refreshing. I think 
we have some all-stars with the 
principals,” he said. 

“I’m so impressed with the 
three principals,” said Rappa-
hannock Community Col-
lege president Sissy Crowther. 
“We’re well-meaning folks...
and there’s lots of talent here, 
but what do you think we can 
do to help you?”

“We need to look at your sug-
gestions as a division and think 
about them,” said LPS principal 
Dr. Holly Wargo.

KILMARNOCK—The grapple over the gavel 
at January’s Kilmarnock town council meeting 
shifted last week in favor of the mayor when town 
attorney/parlimentarian Chris Stamm overturned 
his previous ruling. 

The dispute began when Mayor Raymond Booth 
turned the gavel over to vice mayor Emerson Gra-
vatt in order to give his opinion on how the minutes 
of the meeting should be recorded. However, when 
Booth asked Gravatt to return the gavel, the vice 
mayor refused and remained in control for the rest 
of the meeting.

At the time, Stamm confirmed Gravatt was 
within his rights. However, at the February meet-
ing, Stamm reversed his decision based on an inter-
pretation of the 11th addition of Robert’s Rules of 

Order, which he said was the most current version.
Stamm noted the newest version maintains the 

chair (mayor) should maintain neutrality by not 
participating in debates. But if he does partici-
pate, he must relinquish the gavel until the matter 
is disposed of, at which time the gavel should be 
returned.

Stamm apologized for the error, which he said 
resulted from his not being an expert on the cum-
bersome volume of rules within Robert’s Rules of 
Order.

In the administration/finance committee meeting 
on Friday, members unanimously agreed that town 
manager Tom Saunders should draft an abbrevi-
ated version of Robert’s Rules including only those 
areas that apply to the town. Saunders said it would 
take several weeks before he would have it ready 
for council’s review.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland YMCA recently 
kicked off its third annual “Hey 
Buddy Can You Spare a Dime” 
campaign to help send local youth 
to this year’s summer camp.

“Everyone seems to find coins 
in their clothes dryers, cars, 
pockets, between sofa cushions 
and kitchen counters and if they 
placed them in a Hey Buddy jar, 
then we could help even more 
children attend Summer Camp 
this year,” said  YMCA volunteer 
Karen Curry. “We’re hoping to 
grow our Hey Buddy campaign 

this year because we’ve been in 
our beautiful new facility for a 
year and have lots of enthusiastic 
members.”

The Hey Buddy Can You 
Spare a Dime campaign helps 
collect donations for the Guard-
ian Program, enabling everyone, 
regardless of their ability to pay, 
“belong” to the YMCA and 
“connect” with their community, 
said Curry.

Pick up a jar at the YMCA in 
Heathsville, take it home, place 
coins in the jar, and return it to 
the welcome desk by June 15.  

IRVINGTON—Chesapeake 
Academy’s Masquerade in May 
Auction raffle tickets are on sale 
until the drawing at the May 4 
auction. Tickets are $10 each.

First prize is $5,000, second 
is $1,000 and third is $500, said 
development associate Catherine 
Emry. Buy 10 tickets and receive 
one free.

Proceeds from the raffle and 

the auction benefit Chesapeake 
Academy’s educational pro-
gram.  

To purchase raffle tickets, call 
438-5575.  Raffle tickets can also 
be purchased in Kilmarnock at 
Specials, Burke’s Jewelers, Main 
Street Pharmacy and Chesa-
peake Boat Basin, in Locust Hill 
at River Birch Gifts and at The 
Daily in Warsaw.

KILLMARNOCK—The 
Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts (RFA) had as 
their recent guests several 
military veterans who had 
served in World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam. 

The invited veterans joined 
an enthusiastic audience 
March 2 and were treated to 
an outstanding presentation 
by the Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra Jazz Ensemble, 
said American Legion Post 
#86 publicity officer Thomas 
J. Bundy.

The ensemble included 
many veterans among their 
number as well, said Bundy.

Guest veteran Julia Haydon 
said "I had almost forgot-
ten how much I enjoyed, and 
missed that music. It was 
wonderful."

This guest veteran program 
is a gift to the community 
from the RFA, and president 
Loretta Warren, and is coor-
dinated by American Legion 
Post # 86 in Kilmarnock. For 
program information, contact 
Bundy at 438-8033, or timo-
thyllc@aol.com.

Third-grade students opened a community leadership visit to 
Lancaster Primary School with the Pledge of Allegiance and 
songs.

Community representatives, 
primary school, open dialogue

by Audrey Thomasson

Gavel ruling reversed in mayor’s favor
by Audrey Thomasson

Help the Northumberland
YMCA send kids to camp

Vets are jazzed

Raffle tickets are on sale

Read it in
the Record!

Get lucky HERE ! 
-Record Classifieds-

Pay for your print ad and get it 
online for FREE!!! 804.435.1701
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Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crock-
ett reported the arrest of eight individuals this 
week.
Felony

Jerrick D. Saunders, 20, of the 18500 block of 
Mary Ball Road was charged February 26 with 
breaking and entering with the intent to commit 
a felony, trespass, violation of a protective order, 
and entering the home of a protected person.
Misdemeanors

A Chesapeake Drive man, 34, was charged 
February 25 with contempt of court. 

A Bel Air Road man, 18, was charged Febru-
ary 25 on an Essex County warrant with unlawful 
purchase or possession of alcoholic beverages.  

 A 39-year-old man was charged with public 
drunkenness when he came to court on Febru-
ary 26.

A King Carter Drive man, 44, 
was charged February 26 with 
contempt of court. 

An Ocran Road man, 30, 
was charged February 27 with 
failing to appear in Gloucester 
County court.

A Heathsville area woman, 
18, was charged March 2 with 
assault and battery. 

A Rocky Neck Road man, 
25, was charged March 2 with 
public drunkenness. 
Activity report 

February 25 : Staff received 
a residential burglary report 
from the 300 block of Ocran 
Road (window; $300 loss); 
checked on the well-being of a 
child dropped off from a school 
bus in the 800 block of Weems 
Road (child was upset, thought 
no one was at home; parent 
was in the house); received a 
juvenile behavioral complaint 
from Washington Street (parent 
was referred to juvenile pro-
bation and cancelled deputy’s 
response); responded to a suspi-
cious person/burglary complaint 
in the 2500 block of Irvington 
Road. 

February 26 : Staff 
responded to a prowler com-
plaint in the 1900 block of Windmill Point Road; 
responded to a disturbance call at a Lancaster 
area convenience store; notified the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed tree blocking Corrotoman Drive and 
Old Orchard Road; responded to a motorist’s 
complaint of heavy debris being a traffic hazard 
near Mary Ball and Regina roads; and responded 
to a motorist’s complaint of storm debris being a 
traffic hazard near Chinns Mill. 

February 27:  Staff notified VDOT of a com-
plaint of heavy debris in the ditchline in the 9300 
block of Mary Ball Road; received a walk-in 
civil complaint; responded with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic crash on 
Lara Road; responded to a noxious gas incident 
on Levelgreen Road; received a larceny report 
from the 8700 block of River Road; responded 
with VSP to a single-vehicle traffic fatality near 
River and Chownings Ferry roads; responded 
with assistance from the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a man with a gun call on 
Gaskins Road; checked on the well-being of a 
Chestnut Grove resident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (no emergency services needed); 
responded with assistance from VSP to a shoot-
ing in the 8400 block of Courthouse Road; and 
responded to assist Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) on a call on Paynes Creek Road. 

February 28 : Staff notified VDOT of an 
animal carcass complaint on North Main Street 
and received a walk-in report of the theft of pre-
scription medication ($100 loss). 

March 1:  Staff responded to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Little Bay Road; responded to 
a larceny complaint on Gaskins Road (complain-
ant declined to prosecute); attempted to intercept 

a reported reckless driver in the Topping-White 
Stone area; and responded to a shots fired/illegal 
hunting complaint in the 1300 block of Black 
Stump Road. 

March 2 : Staff received a larceny report from 
Clover Lane (lady’s wallet taken from vehicle; 
$75 loss); responded to a larceny complaint on 
Fleets Bay Road (call cancelled by complainant); 
responded to an assault call on Gaskins Road; 
responded to Lumberlost Road on a brandishing 
a firearm complaint (related to the assault call on 
Gaskins Road); responded with KPD to a domes-
tic disturbance on Wiggins Avenue; responded to 
an E911 disconnect call on Rocky Neck Road 
(domestic disturbance; Drunk in Public arrest 
made); and responded to a disorderly conduct 
complaint at a White Stone area convenience 

store. 
March 3:  Staff responded to 

a suspicious vehicles complaint 
in the 11000 block of Mary Ball 
Road (vehicles were gone on 
arrival), to a domestic distur-
bance on Rappahannock Drive 
and to North Main Street on a 
complaint of possible marijuana 
use. 

March 4 : Staff responded to 
a juvenile behavioral complaint 
on Rappahannock Drive, to an 
assault by threat complaint at 
Lancaster High School (related 
to assault and brandishing a fire-
arm calls on March 2) and to a 
hit and run (property damages) 
complaint in the 900 block of 
Lara Road.

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 18 traffic stops during 
the week, issued seven sum-
monses, assisted six motor-
ists, recorded one deer strike, 
provided traffic control eight 
times, responded to six build-
ing alarms and conducted three 
prisoner transports.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash on Jesse Dupont 
Memorial Highway, a possible 
gas leak on North Main Street 

and a traffic crash near Chinns Mill.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment responded to a traffic crash on Lara Road, 
a noxious gas report on Levelgreen Road and a 
traffic crash and med-evac landing zone at River 
and Chownings Ferry roads.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to assist Emergency Medical Services 
during a call on Windmill Point Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins reported the arrest of eight 
individuals this week.
Felonies

Allen Caster, 59, of Washington, D.C., was 
charged February 25 with grand larceny.

Treneice C. Finney, 22, of Heathsville was 
charged February 26 with child abuse and assault 
and battery.

Warnel C. Smith Jr., 23, of Lancaster County 
was charged February 27 with failing to appear. 
The original charge was a felony probation vio-
lation in Richmond County.

Donald C. Wilkins, 22, of Warsaw was charged 
March 2 with grand larceny, nine counts of forg-
ery and nine counts of uttering. These were Nor-
thumberland County warrants and the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office made the arrest.
Misdemeanors

A Reedville woman, 36, was charged Febru-
ary 25 with publishing a photograph/or identifi-
cation without subject’s permission.

A Heathsville man, 19, was charged March 1 
with driving suspended.

A Warsaw woman, 48, was charged March 2 
with being drunk in public.

A Kinsale man, 26, was charged March 3 with 
assault and battery.

LANCASTER—Terrence 
Johnson, 30, was transported 
to Rappahannock General 
Hospital with a gunshot 
wound to his abdomen about 
9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 27. 

According to Lancaster 
County Chief Deputy Capt. 
Martin Shirilla, two masked 
men dressed in dark clothing 
approached another man out-
side a home in the 8400 block 
of Courthouse Road. They 
chased him into the house and 
demanded money, shooting 
Johnson in the process.

The victim was transported 
to the hospital by Emergency 
Medical Services.

The incident is under inves-
tigation by Lancaster sheriff ’s 
deputies.

Capt. Shirilla indicated 
Johnson survived the gunshot 
wound. However, no further 
information on his condition 
was available.

LANCASTER—Nathaniel 
Brooks, 52, of Mollusk was 
killed Wednesday, February 27, 
after his vehicle ran some 400 
yards off the road, overturning 
several times.

The fatal crash occurred near 
River and Chownings Ferry 
roads, according to Lancaster 
County Chief Deputy Capt. 
Martin Shirilla.

Brooks was pronounced 
dead at the scene at 7:30 p.m., 
said Shirilla.

An off-duty deputy responded 
to the scene. Sheriff’s deputies 
and state police are investigat-
ing the cause of the crash.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME
SOLVERS

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks informa-

tion regarding a home inva-
sion at 8493 Courthouse 
Road in Lancaster County.

According to the home 
owner, at 11:30 p.m. Feb-
ruary 27, two black males 
wearing masks  entered the 
home demanding money. 
Shots were fired inside the 
home. One of the masked 
men was light skinned, the 
other was dark skinned. 
They left the house on foot.

Report related informa-
tion, including strange 
cars, people moving about 
on foot, or anything else 
out of the ordinary for that 
area at that time of day, to 
462-7463.

If your information is 
useful to law enforcement, 
you could receive a reward 
up to $1,000.

R I C H M O N D — D u r i n g 
the past two years, 62 torna-
does struck Virginia, killing 
10 people and injuring more 
than 100.  To encourage tor-
nado awareness and safety, 
Gov. Bob McDonnell has pro-
claimed March 12 as Tornado 
Preparedness Day.

“Tragically, many Virginia 
families and communities 
have been affected by deadly 
tornadoes in recent years, and 
recovery continues in many 
places,” said Michael Cline, 
state coordinator for the Vir-
ginia Department of Emer-
gency Management. “Know-
ing what to do when a tornado 
warning is issued can save your 
life, so we encourage everyone 
to participate in the upcoming 
Statewide Tornado Drill.”  

 On March 12, businesses 
and organizations, schools and 
colleges, and families and indi-
viduals are urged to practice 
taking cover from tornadoes 
during the Statewide Tornado 
Drill at 9:45 a.m., said Cline.  
The National Weather Service 
will send a test tornado warning 

that will trigger a tone alert and 
broadcast message on NOAA 
Weather Radio.  The message 
will be picked up by TV and 
radio broadcasters, simulating 
what listeners will hear during 
an actual tornado warning.

When the test tornado warn-
ing is sounded, people should 
move as quickly as possible to 
a safe area in a sturdy building, 
he said.  Safe areas are base-
ments, interior rooms, bath-
rooms, closets or hallways on 
the lowest level of a building.  
In choosing a safe area, stay 
away from windows. Once in 
the safe area, crouch down or 
sit on the floor, facing down, 
and cover heads with hands.   

“The best and fastest way 
for anyone to get a tornado 
warning is by NOAA Weather 
Radio,” said Bill Sammler, 
NWS warning coordina-
tion meteorologist. “With a 
weather radio, you get weather 
data directly from the near-
est National Weather Service 
office.  When we issue a tor-
nado warning, the weather 
radio sounds an alarm or 

flashes lights and then gives 
information on where the storm 
is, which way it’s moving, and 
telling people in its path to 
take cover. This radio could be 
a lifesaver.”

 NOAA Weather Radios 
with SAME alerts are avail-
able at electronics and sport-
ing goods stores, discount 
and department stores, and 
online. They come in battery-
powered models, and many 
also have AM/FM bands.  A 
special needs NOAA Weather 
Radio is available as well.  The 
special-needs NOAA Weather 
Radio can warn deaf and hard-
of-hearing persons of hazard-
ous conditions, giving them 
around-the-clock, up-to-the-
minute weather information.

For help in conducting a 
tornado drill and to register 
for the statewide drill, go to 
ReadyVirginia.gov.  Although 
registration is not required, 
people participating in the 
statewide drill are urged to 
sign up to show their support. 
The annual drill is a joint effort 
of VDEM and NWS.

Governor proclaims March 12
as Tornado Preparedness Day

Brooks dies
in auto crash

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster man
survives wounds 
from gunshot
in home invasion

by Audrey Thomasson

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com
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For the Love of Water

HEATHSVILLE—Karen O. 
“Toni” Allison has announced 
her candidacy for Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Northumber-
land County.

A special election will be 
held November 5 to fill the 
constitutionally- required posi-
tion vacated by the retirement 
of Linda Booth.  

Allison, a native of Nor-
thumberland County, has been 
employed with the Northum-
berland County Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s office since 
1996. Her duties there have 
included preparing criminal 
cases for trial in the Circuit 
Court, as well as preparing the 
criminal dockets, she said.

Allison attends each day of 
criminal trials in the Circuit 
Court and has assisted in mat-
ters ranging from hunting vio-
lations to first degree murder 

trials, to hearings on restora-
tion of driving privileges and 
civil rights.  

She began her work in the 
legal profession in Novem-
ber 1990, when she started at 
the firm of Smith, Murphy & 
Taliaferro in Warsaw. There, 
she worked with wills and 
trusts, deeds and deeds of 
trust, estate accountings and 
civil cases, said Allison. She 
also has served for the last five 
years as clerk for the Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury for 
the Northern Neck.

Allison has a vast under-
standing of the legal system on 
the criminal and civil sides and 
the needs for changes in the 

Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, 
she said.

Allison hopes to use her 
experience to make the Cir-
cuit Court Clerk’s Office more 
productive and serviceable to 
the public. She also intends to 
make greater use of technology 
and to improve and modernize 
the recording system for real 
estate transactions, she added. 

Allison lives in Lottsburg 
with her husband, Joey Allison, 
and their two children, Hannah, 
12, and Will, 9.  She is a gradu-
ate of Northumberland High 
School and Rappahannock 
Community College and holds 
a paralegal certificate from Old 
Dominion University.  

LANCASTER—County 
officials received the highest 
marks possible last week in an 
audit report of financial activ-
ity for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2012.

According to Charla Schu-
bert of the independent 
accounting firm of Robinson, 
Farmer, Cox Associates of 
Richmond, Lancaster’s assets 
exceeded its liabilities at the 
close of the fiscal year by 
$8,551,581, up $637,423 for 
the year.

The county finished the 
fiscal year with general fund 
revenues of $22.988 million 
and expenditures of $22.350 
million.  

Assets totaled $18,633,837, 
including $10,937,247 for 
schools and $119,703 for 
the Industrial Develop-
ment Authority. Liabilities 
totaled $10,082,256 including 
$2,103,599 for schools.

The county’s ending fund 
balance for the year was 
$5,945,640, a decrease of 
$1,495,171 in comparison with 
the prior year. The decrease 
was attributed largely to com-
pletion of  construction and 
refinancing of the new judicial 
center.

The unassigned fund bal-
ance for the general fund was 
$5,433,886, or 19% of total 
general fund expenditures 
and other uses. Also, the com-
bined long-term obligations 
decreased $2,216,020 over the 
year. 

Schubert credited the coun-
ty’s 99% collection rate on 
property taxes over the past 10 
years as the reason the county 
will continue to remain in good 
financial shape.

Revenue from property 
taxes at $14,923,610 was up 
$266,711 over a year earlier, 
while local sales tax revenue 
at $1,950,576 was up $57,815 
over the previous year.

KILMARNOCK—Town 
finances finished strong in the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 
2012, according to an audit 
report recently released by the 
accounting firm of Robinson, 
Farmer, Cox Associates of Rich-
mond.

Kilmarnock finished the 
fiscal year with total revenues of 
$3.678 million and expenditures 
of $2.75 million with a net asset 
increase of some $925,376. 

As a result, the town’s reserves 
increased to $10.784 million. 
A year ago the reserves totaled 
$9.858 million.

The meals tax was the stron-
gest revenue producer, bringing 
in $542,710, up $9,086 over the 
previous year. 

Business license taxes fin-
ished down at $247,667, off 
$48,199 compared to the previ-
ous year. This reflects council’s 
June 2010 vote to decrease the 
business tax as much as 40% 
in some categories and proved 

RICHMOND—Some 2,574 bills and resolutions were intro-
duced during the 2013 General Assembly session and 324 were 
carried over from the prior session.

Of the total 2,898 pieces of legislation, 1,528 passed the House 
and the Senate and 1,370 failed.

Among legislation of local interest, House Bill 1345 reducing 
the number of members of the Rappahannock River Basin Com-
mission passed the House and the Senate.

House Bill 1390 regarding changes to the Kilmarnock Town 
Charter of 1952 passed the House and the Senate.

House Bill 1400 reorganizing and clarifying the oyster replen-
ishment tax and penalties has been approved by the governor.

House Bill 1411 and Senate Bill 712 increasing the penalties 
for hoax explosive devices and imitation weapons of terrorism 
died in committees.

House Bill 1430 expanding the definition of agricultural oper-
ations to include the commerce of farm-to-business and farm-to-
consumer sales as well as commerce in other related items died 
in a Senate committee.

House Bill 1442 to require public schools to allow home-
schoolers to participate in sports and other extracurricular activi-
ties died in a Senate committee.

Senate Bill 892 exempting commercial fishermen from obtain-
ing a registration certificate, license plates and decals or paying 
registration fees for certain vehicles passed the Senate and the 
House.

Senate Bill 940 requiring every school district to coordinate 
with local law enforcement agencies to provide at least one 
school resource officer for every public elementary, middle and 
high school within the district, with funding from the state, died 
in committee.

Senate Bill 1213 allowing state residents ages 65 and older 
to purchase a lifetime saltwater recreational fishing license was 
signed by the governor.

Senate Bill 1291 regarding a 20% reduction cap on the menha-
den fishery was signed by the governor.

Senate Joint Resolution 276 calling for a Constitutional 
amendment to permit the governor elected in 2017 and thereafter 
to succeed himself in office died in a House committee.

The General Assembly will reconvene April 3 to consider the 
governor’s recommendations and vetoes.

RICHMOND—Statewide elections for 
governor, lieutenant governor and attor-
ney general will be held November 5. 
Campaigning has been under way for sev-
eral months and the nominating process 
opens Monday.

As the only person to file for the Repub-
lican Party nomination for governor, Ken 
Cuccinelli of Fairfax is that party’s can-
didate. Republicans are planning for a 
convention May 17 and 18 in Richmond 
to nominate candidates for lieutenant gov-
ernor and attorney general.

Meanwhile, the Democrats are focusing 
on a statewide primary June 11 to select 
all three nominees. Terry McAuliffe of 
Arlington is campaigning for the Demo-
cratic Party nomination for governor, 
while races are shaping up for lieutenant 
governor and attorney general nomina-
tions.

 According to the Virginia State Board 
of Elections, candidates seeking party 
nomination in the June 11 primary must 
file declaration petitions between noon 
March 11 and 5 p.m. March 28. All other 
candidate forms are due also by 5 p.m. 
March 28. Party chairmen must certify 
candidates by 5 p.m. April 2.

Party nominations, other than by pri-
mary election, may be made no earlier 
than April 25 and must be completed by 
7 p.m. June 11.

To cast a ballot in the June 11 primary, 
voters must be registered by May 20. The 
deadline to apply for absentee ballot by 

mail is June 4; and in person, June 8. 
To register

Citizens who are not registered to vote 
may get a registration application form 
at:

when applying or recertifying for Aid to 
Dependent Children, Food Stamps, WIC, 
Medicaid, or Rehabilitation Services;

funded programs primarily engaged in 
services to persons with disabilities;

offices;

The completed application can be filed 
with the local voter registrar or mailed to 
the address printed on the form. Appli-
cation for registration can be submitted 
using a Virginia Voter Registration Appli-
cation form or a National Voter Registra-
tion Application form. Military and other 
persons residing outside of the U.S. should 
contact the Federal Voting Assistance Pro-
gram for registration information.

Once a registration form is submitted, 
the applicant should receive a voter regis-
tration card in the mail. If not, the appli-
cant should contact the local registrar’s 
office to make sure the application has 
been processed.

 In Lancaster, the voter registrar is Susan 
P. Jett. Her office is in the administration 
building at 8311 Mary Ball Road in Lan-
caster. Her phone number is 462-5277 
and her email address is sjettt@lancova.
com. The office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.

In Northumberland, the voter regis-
trar is Kathy Goddard. Her office is in 
the courthouse at 72 Monument Place 
in Heathsville. Her phone number is 
580-4655. Her email address is kgod-
dad@co.northumberland.va.us. The 
office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays.
Eligibility

To be eligible to register to vote in Vir-
ginia a person must:

who has come to Virginia for temporary 
purposes and intends to return to another 
state is not considered a resident for 
voting purposes;

who is age 17 and will be age 18 at the 
next general election shall be permitted 
to register in advance and also vote in 
any intervening primary or special elec-
tion;

another state;

incompetent by a court of law;

vote must have been restored.

Pending legislation 
is before the governor;
veto session set April 3

Karen O. “Toni” Allison

Allison announces candidacy for Clerk
of the Circuit Court in Northumberland

Filing period for June 11 primary to open Monday

Tree worker Jeff Gordon 
recently took his bucket 

truck over to Tad de Borde-
nave’s residence and attached 
an osprey nest to a 30-foot tree 
stump. When Gordon finished 
attaching “The Best Exotic 
Marigold Osprey Hotel” to the 
tree, he did an osprey dance, 
complete with waggling his 
arms and making the call. 

None came that cold winter 
day, but they will, said de Bor-
denave.

“We’ll name the daddy 
osprey after Jeff,” he said.

Lancaster County 
finances get high
mark from auditors

by Audrey Thomasson

Jeff Gordon does an osprey 
dance.

Anticipating 
osprey family

Kilmarnock adds $925,376 to
reserves, according to 2012 audit

by Audrey Thomasson to be close to councilman Wil-
liam Smith’s projected negative 
impact of $50,000.

Bank stock taxes were 
$249,767, up $21,693 over the 
previous year total of $228,074.  
Cigarette taxes were also higher 
at $137,383, up $14,130 over a 
year ago.

Local sales tax revenue was 
$148,138, down $353 from a 
year ago, and hotel and motel 
room taxes also finished down 
at $103,455, off $7,625 from a 
year ago. 

 Red Cross courses
The River Counties Chapter 

of the American Red Cross at 
39 William B. Graham Court in 
Kilmarnock recently announced 
two upcoming courses. Regis-
ter at 1-800-733-2767, or red-
cross.org/takeaclass. Advance 
registration is required.

Adult CPR/AED will be 
offered from 9 a.m. to noon 
April 20. The fee is $70. Adult 
CPR/AED with First Aid will 
be offered from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. June 22. The fee is $90.

NEWS BREAK

SUBSCRIBE
 

Meet Smokey – he is a smaller-sized male black 
cat (with a speck of white).  Approximately 2 years 

old, litter box trained and good with dogs.  
Smokey is neutered and both feline AIDS and 
feline leukemia negative.  He is up on all of his 

shots.  He is an extremely sweet and affectionate 
cat looking for his forever home.  

Call Linda at 757-880-5945 to visit Smokey.
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KILMARNOCK—The planning commission for the 
Town of Kilmarnock will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 
12, in the town hall at 514 North Main Street.

Members will continue to review updates to Chapter 1 
of the town’s comprehensive plan, dealing with the demo-
graphic and economic profile, including employment, 
businesses and services, and construction. 

KILMARNOCK—Part 2 of the Lancaster schools’ 
facility study will be presented from 9:30 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, March 9, by the consulting firms of Dejong/
Richter and RRMM Architects. The presentation will be 
held in the media center at Lancaster Middle School in 
Kilmarnock.  

The study covers demographics, educational planning 
for the future, grade combinations and engineering.

On February 23, consultants identified issues and con-
cerns with school facilities and outlined numerous grade 
combination scenarios.

For the March 9 presentation, consultants are expected 
to make further observations and recommendations, 
incorporating public input from the February 23 session.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 11, in the media center 
at Lancaster Middle School in Kilmarnock.

At 4 p.m. a workshop will be held on the 2013-14 school 
budget.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. today, March 7, in 
the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

Presentations are expected from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation Northern Neck residency and 
superintendent of schools Dr. Rebecca Gates. Assistant 
county administrator Luttrell Tadlock will present the 
planning commission’s end-of-year report.

Public hearings scheduled for 7 p.m. include a request 
from Ronald V. and Patricia W. Fox and A. Wade and 
Angela W. Self for a conditional use permit to maintain 
up to 15 horses on property zoned residential waterfront 
at 1376 Greenfield Road.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland County 
School Board will meet 6 p.m. Monday, March 11, at 
2172 Northumberland Highway in Lottsburg.

Todd Davis of the Northern Neck Technical Center will 
make a presentation on the Governor’s STEM Academy, 
recently approved by the State Board of Education.

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission will meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, March 8, at the 
PRFC Building at 222 Taylor Street in Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include a review of the crab, fish and 
oyster harvest reports, reports from the Oyster Technical 
Review Group, Oyster and Finfish Advisory Committees 
and an update from the pound net sub-committee.

The commission also will discuss moving forward with 
the Rotational Natural Oyster Harvest Plan, and will set 
the commercial quota and recreational limits for summer 
flounder and black sea bass, the commercial Atlantic 
Menhaden catch limits and restrictions, and the commer-
cial and recreational crab seasons. There will be a legisla-
tive update on increasing the oyster inspection tax and 
increasing the maximum fine.

The commission also may update the commercial hook 
and line and gill net limited entry Order. The commis-
sion will elect a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary 
for 2013. The incoming chairman will appoint members 
to the advisory committees and appoint a committee to 
develop the 2013-14 budget.

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Recreational Fish-
ing Advisory Board will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, March 
11, at the Virginia Marine Resources Commission Headquar-
ters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.

The agenda includes six multi-year projects under consid-
eration for funding from the Virginia Saltwater Recreational 
Fishing Development Fund. They are:

“Take a kid fishing day.”  
Charlie Koski, Chincoteague Island Charter Boat Associa-

tion, $2,088.65. 

(Year 26), Greg Brown, 
$7,453.13. 

Excursions and Clinics.  
Joseph Stephenson, Paul Anderson, Great Bridge Fisher-

man’s Association, $5,350 
-

ture (Year 6). Bob Hewlett, 
Bob Pride, Virginia Charter Boat Association, $12,960.

-
ing Tournaments (Year 12).  

Allen Evans, Eastern Shore of Virginia Anglers Club, 
$2,000. 

Denny Dobbins, Portsmouth 
Angler Club/Sunshine Program, $7,725.
A research project up for funding renewal is the Resto-

ration of Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) Habitat in 
Chesapeake Bay and the Virginia Coastal Bays, Robert Orth, 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science, $148,286.

The board will hold a work session at 5:30 p.m. May 13 
and will make its final recommendations to VMRC at 7 p.m. 

Complete project proposals are available at mrc.virginia.
gov/vsrfdf/inex.shtm.

Written comments on the proposals should be mailed to: 
Alicia Nelson, VMRC Fisheries Management Division, 2600 
Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, or 
e-mailed to alicia.nelson@mrc.virginia.gov or rob.o’reilly@
mrc.virginia.gov.

Second cycle project applications are due June 15.

WHITE STONE—Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity graduate students Beau Hubbard and Andrea-Nicole 
Pruett will address council at 7 p.m. tonight (March 7) 
at the town office on Rappahannock Drive. 

The two are seeking master’s degrees in urban and 
regional planning and are focusing their graduate proj-
ects on development in White Stone. According to town 
manager Patrick Frere, the projects will be used in the 
revision of the town’s comprehensive plan. 

Council also will hear updates from the budget and 
finance, public safety, and building/external environment 
committees and the town’s police chief.

HEATHSVILLE—Uphold-
ing a tradition that began 70 
years ago, President Barack 
Obama has proclaimed 
“March is American Red Cross 
Month.”

Started in 1943, each March, 
the U.S. President issues a 
proclamation calling upon the 
American public to support 
the Red Cross by giving blood, 
volunteering time or donating 
funds, reported Northumber-
land Red Cross Chapter public-
ity chairman Joan Kroll.

The proclamation also noted 
the largest Red Cross disas-
ter response in the past five 
years, Hurricane Sandy. More 
than four months after land-
fall, donations to the American 
Red Cross are helping people 
with food, emotional support 
and long-term assistance, said 
Kroll

 So far, the Red Cross has:
-

lion meals and snacks. 

million relief items.

health services and emotional 
support contacts.

trained workers.

shelter stays.
While the Red Cross is most 

visible during large disasters, 
the work continues year-round. 
Every year, the Red Cross:

disasters.
-

lion people how to prepare for 
disaster.

million people as Red Cross 
volunteers.

people in first aid, water safety 
and other skills to help save 
lives such as CPR and use of 
AEDs.

blood from roughly 3.7 million 
volunteer donors.

than 400,000 military mem-
bers, veterans and civilians.

people through disaster man-
agement and disease preven-
tion activities.

1,000 families separated by war 
and disaster around the world.

Today, the Red Cross con-
tinues to provide lifesaving 
services thanks to the gener-
osity of the American public, 
the everyday heroes who put 

presents
““How the Other Half Loves” 

By Alan Ayckbourn
Directed by Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

March 8-9 & 15-16 & 22-23 – Evenings
7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain 

March 24 – Matinee 
2:00 p.m. Social Hour – 3:00 p.m. Curtain

$20 for Adults

Call 435-3776
Pay online - lancasterplayers.org
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The Agenda
Local Government News

President proclaims March is Red Cross Month
the mission into action in 
communities across the coun-
try and around the world, said 
Kroll.

Get involved by giving blood, 
making a donation or learning a 

lifesaving skill in a Red Cross 
class.

For chapter information, con-
tact Northumberland Red Cross 
at 580-4933, or River Counties 
Red Cross at 435-7669.

The Arbor Day Foundation is making it easier for everyone to 
celebrate the arrival of spring through planting trees.

Join the Arbor Day Foundation in March 2013 and receive 10 
free white flowering dogwood trees.

“White flowering dogwoods will add beauty to your home 
throughout the year,” said John Rosenow, founder and chief 
executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Dogwoods are known 
for their showy spring flowers, scarlet autumn foliage and red 
berries that attract songbirds during winter.”

The free trees are part of the nonprofit Foundation’s Trees for 
America campaign. The trees will be shipped postpaid at the 
right time for planting prior to May 31, with enclosed planting 
instructions. The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed to grow or 
they will be replaced free.

Arbor Day Foundation members also receive a subscription to 
Arbor Day and The Tree Book.

To become a member of the foundation and receive the free 
trees, send a $10 contribution to Ten Free Dogwood Trees, Arbor 
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, 
by March 30, or join at arborday.org/march. 

Join the Arbor Day Foundation
in March and receive 10 trees

WE ARE REFRESHED. 
WE ARE RENEWED. 

WE HAVE REDONE. 

FINE JEWELERS

86 South Main Street   
Kilmarnock, Virginia  

804-435-1302   
burkesjewelers.com

Burkes Fine Jewelers is 

Celebrating 44 Glorious Years 

1969-2013

Please Join Us for 

Our Grand Re-opening 

86 South Main Street

Monday, March 11, 2013

Ribbon Cutting at 9:00 am

First 44 Customers Receive 

a Free Gift with Purchase

Hourly Drawings for Jewelry, 

Gifts and Gift Certificates

Grand Prize Drawing at 5:00 pm

x
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the past 29 years that I have writ-
ten this column, with few exceptions I 

have attempted to focus on people and places 
of the Northern Neck. Today is going to be 
one of those exceptions, but the subject was 
indeed an adopted Virginian.

When I went to graduate school in Russian 
history, unlike some of my new classmates I 
neither knew the Russian language nor had I 
taken any specific undergraduate courses on 
Russian history. As a result, when I arrived in 
the graduate program I had some catching up 
to do, a task I accomplished by studying with 
classmates, and taking Russian language 
classes on the side.

About a year into the program, a new stu-
dent joined our group. She was not the typical 
graduate student in any respect of the word. 
She was a petite lady in her late 50s, and she 
also had some catching up to do, as she too 
did not have a background in Russian his-
tory.

Her name was Kitty Weaver, and she stood 
out among her fellow students in several 
respects. In the first place, on winter evenings 
she seemed so small to be clad in such a 
heavy full-length mink coat. Her jewelry also 
appeared to be quite weighty, and although 
most of us never saw her Rolls-Royce, nor the 
chauffeur who brought her to school, some 

of us did.
In conversation I learned that she had no 

children, and when I met her husband, Henry, 
at a reception, I happened to ask about his 
employment, to which he nonchalantly 
remarked that he was the General Counsel of 
Atlantic-Richfield Oil Company, later acro-
nymed to Arco.

In the first chat with him, about a year after 
Kitty had entered the program, he also men-
tioned that he had told her that if she wished 
to study Russian history, she needed to visit 
the Soviet Union. That comment resulted in 
their taking a trip to the U.S.S.R., one that 
included first-class passage on the Trans-
Siberian Railroad from Moscow to Vladi-

vostok. For the Weavers, it all seemed com-
pletely normal.

Kitty already had a few degrees to her 
name. She had graduated from The Col-
lege of William and Mary with a degree in 
English, which she followed with a master’s 
from George Washington University. When 
she had married Henry they had lived first in 
Falls Church, then in Loudoun County on a 
large farm, “Glengyle.” The previous owners 
had moved out, leaving 50 White Leghorn 
chickens behind them.

Kitty decided to make the chicken venture 
profitable, a decision that led her to take a 
second undergraduate degree in agriculture at 
The University of Maryland. At one point she 
had 4,500 chickens. Living in the country she 
had become an avid fox-hunter, and served as 
secretary of the Piedmont Fox Hounds.

She would casually mention some of these 
various pursuits, among many others, during 
breaks and before class, but after class she 
would leave for the long trip back to her farm. 
She was fascinated with Russia and the his-
tory of the Soviet Union, always trying to 
understand why and how its present was dif-
ferent from ours.

Kitty never completed a graduate degree in 
Russian history, but armed with the knowl-
edge she obtained, she plunged into the sub-

ject with full gusto. After finishing graduate 
school, I never saw her again, but periodi-
cally I would think of her, and wonder what 
new adventures she had undertaken.

Later I read a review of her first book, 
Lenin’s Grandchildren: Pre-School Educa-
tion in the Soviet Union. She followed that 
with two more books on Soviet youth move-
ments and programs. She became incredibly 
well informed on all matters relating to the 
Soviet Union. Over many years she made 
almost 50 trips there, and apparently never 
lost her interest in the subject.

A week ago last Sunday The Washington 
Post carried her lengthy obituary, replete 
with the diverse facets of her remarkable life. 
When she died at her farm in January, she 
was 102, and the Post reported that she was 
working on another book, You Don’t Live to 
be 100 Overnight.

Kitty’s life and interests initially left those 
first meeting her somewhat incredulous that 
all was real, but from the brief five years that 
I knew her, I can attest that what one saw 
and heard was genuine. She was a remark-
able person in all periods of her long life, and 
she lived each segment with enthusiasm and 
imagination.

Kitty Gray Dunlap Weaver, September 24, 
1910 - January 9, 2013. R.I.P.

She became incredibly well 
informed on all matters 
relating to the Soviet Union. 
Over many years she made 
almost 50 trips there, and 
apparently never lost her 
interest in the subject.

Focal Point

Here’s looking at you! This is a barred owl.

Photo by Cindy Clarke

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

(Reprints from the March 7, 1913, issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Ottoman

Mrs. Howard Snead and son are the guests of Mrs. L. B. Cotting-
ham this week.

Mrs. Geo. Cottingham’s mother, Mrs. Dunaway, is visiting her this 
week.

Dr. Steuart is kept busy these days owing to Drs. Pierce and Oldham 
attending the inauguration in Washington.

Collin Chilton and family spent a few days at their home during the 
past week. We were all glad to see them with us again.
Weems

Elery Buck was operated on in Franklin Square Hospital, Balti-
more, this week, for appendicitis. He is getting along nicely.

Allen A. Ashburne, of Miskimon, visited his sister here Saturday 
and Monday and spent Saturday with his mother in Irvington.

R. L. Bryant’s children are under the care of Dr. Hubbard this week. 
He is also attending members of Joe Kellum’s family.

A number of people from here attended services in Irvington last 
Sunday. Preaching is expected here next Sunday night at the Baptist 
church.
Brookvale

George Sloan, of New York, is in this village on business.
Mrs. H. B. Lankford is in Washington, where she was called on 

account of illness of her mother, Mrs. Francis Booth.
Mr. Chase has moved his mill to a tract of timber of T. H. Edwards.
James Lankford has loaded a vessel with lumber for market.
The children enjoyed a straw ride while the school wagon was 

being repaired.
Irvington

H. O. Rock was in Baltimore the past week.
F. W. Gunby and Sterling Tull were in Crisfield this week.
Misses Hannah and Nellie Dix spent Saturday and Sunday in Nor-

folk.
W. K. Lee, Ira Messick and Wallace Rowe were in Norfolk the past 

week.
Watch next Citizen for new advertisement of the Ladies Tailoring 

Co., Irvington.
Captain A. J. Hamilton is in Baltimore this week, having taken up 

one of Bellows and Squires’ steamers to prepare for the coming fish-
ing season.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum and Library) 
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YOUR LETTERS

As a planning commission 
member for the Town of Kilmar-
nock for 24 years, I see the pur-
chase of the new town office a 
“huge” mistake.

There is not nearly enough 
parking.

Overflow parking will hurt 
the merchants on Main Street by 
taking valuable parking spaces.

The town staff has not increased 
enough to warrant this large of a 
facility.

The maintenance expenses of 
this office are many times more 
than the current facility.

The price is ridiculous com-
pared to the value of this build-
ing.

The lack of parking will force 
the town to have to buy the adja-
cent property for $400,000 to 
$500,000.

The current facility can be ade-
quately renovated and enlarged 
for a fraction of the cost of this 
building.

The town doesn’t need this 
large facility. It has been indicated 
that the new building will also be 
used for community gatherings. 
Can you imagine what a group of 
20 cars would do to retail parking 
on Main Street?

For the past two years I have 
had to “fight” for the Kilmar-
nock Planning Commission to 
be allowed to do the job, by law, 
it’s supposed to do. Now I can see 
why our voice is needed so badly 
as advisors to the Kilmarnock 
Town Council.

Town Council, you need to seek 
the advice of people “before” you 
sign contracts. I urge  you to use 
one of your escape clauses and 
save the town from this terrible 
mistake you are trying to make.

Go back to criticizing my 
truck. It’s cheaper for the town, 
and more press for me.

Thank you councilmen Dona-
hue and Smith for voting against 
this project. (Kind of ironic that 
you both have served on the 
planning commission, as has the 
mayor).

Steve Bonner,
Kilmarnock

A sign of
poor planning I am again visiting Kilmarnock 

from Colorado, and I looked for-
ward to using your charming dog 
park again.

I wrote a letter in late 2011 
complimenting the community 
on this facility and hoping they 
would continue to take good care 
of it.

I could not have been more 
disappointed to find on my first 
visit to the dog park last week that 
indeed, the dog yard has become 
a cesspool full of dog doo and 
outside the fence is littered with 
cigarette butts. In each of my 
three visits to the park I have 
picked up my own dogs’ waste 
and several bags of other people’s 
dogs’ waste.

Honestly, the town could not 
have made it easier for people 
to have a pleasant dog facility: a 
bag dispenser and a waste can are 
steps away from the gate.

Irresponsible dog owners 
have made the park undesirable 
for responsible dog owners. It’s 
revolting.

What’s the solution?
I know the police have plenty of 

more important places to patrol, 
but some discreet observation of 
the park and a few fines for litter-
ing might help. I thought about 
spying and sending the license 
plate numbers of those incon-
siderate, lazy poop-leavers to the 
Record, but life’s too short.

And too short for me to pick 
up any more poop that isn’t my 
responsibility. I’ve started taking 
my dogs elsewhere for a little off-
leash romping. With poop bags.

Rita Clagett,
Crawford, Colo.

Pooped out

March is Brain Injury Aware-
ness Month. A brain injury can 
happen anytime, anywhere, to 
anyone.

Brain injuries do not discrim-
inate—it doesn’t matter how 
old or young you are, what sex 
or race, or how rich or poor you 
are.

A brain injury occurs at the 
rate of one every 18 seconds. 
More than 1.7 million people 
sustain a brain injury each year 

Watch your head

The fire was a small fire, but 
could have gotten larger due to 
the wind.  It was hard for me to 
call the police to tell them about 
the fire, but they in return called 
the Fairfield Fire Company and 
told them about the small fire.

The Fairfields Volunteer Fire 
Department came within min-
utes—to be sure the fire was 
put out right. These firefighters 
are volunteers and came within 
minutes to a small fire.  I appre-
ciate how soon they got there 
and how nice they were about 
the situation.

To me, the fire might have 
spread under the right condi-
tions to the new house that was 
being built, but didn’t because 
of the firemen.

I do not appreciate the fact 
the “small fire was left unat-
tended” by those building the 
house. At least the house is still 
here; hopefully, someone will 
speak to the builder about leav-
ing fires unattended.

Cheryl Smith,
Reedville

Quick response

from a fall, a motor vehicle acci-
dent, a sports-related injury, or a 
medical event like a stroke.

An injury that happens in an 
instant can bring a lifetime of 
physical, cognitive, and behavior 
challenges, but early and ade-
quate access to care can greatly 
increase overall quality of life 
and make those challenges a 
little less difficult.

The Brain Injury Association 
of Virginia is proud to recognize 
March as Brain Injury Aware-
ness Month, honoring the mil-
lions of people with brain injury 
who, with proper acute care, 
therapeutic rehabilitation, and 
adequate long-term supports, 
are living with the successes and 
challenges that each day brings.

Visit biav.net to learn more 
about brain injury and what you 
can do to help the Brain Injury 
Association of Virginia continue 
to raise awareness of the impact 
of brain injury in our state.

Martha M. Hall, CBIS, MP/NN 
regional resource coordinator, 
Brain Injury Association of VA

Do you remember?
This 1900s photo shows Cox’s Hotel (left) and the Eubank Building at East Church and Main 
in Kilmarnock, according to Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a service of the museum. Photo courtesy of the Bea Johnson Collection

Snow what?
A few flakes, or a few feet—

what does it matter?
Virginia Department of 

Transportation Fredericksburg 
District officials say they’re 
ready.

They were anticipating 
snow to start falling between 
midnight Tuesday and 4 a.m. 
Wednesday in the Fredericks-
burg area.

They initiated 24-hour emer-
gency operations at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday in the Fredericksburg 
area.

They had 462 pieces of 
state and hired equipment 
ready to roll, with 50 trucks to 
keep Interstate 95 cleared and 
treated. 

They were fully stocked with 
salt, sand and chemicals.

They were expecting snow 
throughout Wednesday in the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula.

They were advising motor-
ists to limit travel to allow 
VDOT crews to clear the roads.

They were concerned that 
high winds and heavy, wet 
snow might cause downed trees 
and power lines. They had tree 
removal contractors on standby 
to help re-open any blocked 
roads.

They’ve even posted remind-
ers that motorists can call 
511, visit 511Virginia.org or 
use VDOT’s 511 Virginia free 
mobile app to monitor road 
conditions.

VDOT’s customer Ser-
vice Center also is open to 
answer questions and take 
reports of roadway hazards at 
1-800-367-7623.

With all this preparation, I 
hope they get a workout.

Let it snow, let it snow.
Even if we aren’t snow-

bound, we can catch up on 
some snow trivia.

An average of 105 snow-pro-
ducing storms affect the conti-
nental U. S. annually. A typical 
storm will produce snow for 
two to five days and will hit 
portions of several states.

Chionophobia is a fear of 
snow.

A blizzard occurs when you 
can’t see for a 1/4 mile, sus-
tained winds are 35 miles an 
hour or greater and the storm 
lasts at least three hours. Oth-
erwise, it’s just another snow-
storm.

One in five people take the 
day off when it snows.

The biggest snowman ever 
recorded, built in 2008 by the 
folks in Bethel, Maine, stood 
122 feet tall and weighed 
13,000,000 pounds.

People buy more cakes, 
cookies and candies than any 
other food when a blizzard is in 
the forecast.

Even if it doesn’t snow a 
single flake, we can still have 
cake!
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Announcement
 SIGNUP DEADLINE EXTENDED!!

 Friday, March 1–Friday, March 22
for FY2013 

VA Agricultural Best Management Practices 
COST-SHARE PROGRAM

For information, or to sign up,  PLEASE CONTACT: 

NNSWCD District Office
5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572
804 333-3525, ext 102

16th Annual Reagan Day Dinner

 

Paid for and Authorized by the Lancaster County Republican Committee

JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130 ◆ 800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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JUST ARRIVED!
Truckload of Scratch-n-Dent

Refrigerators
16, 17 and 18 cubic foot

Great Buys !

Republican elected officials 
representing Lancaster County 
are donating items to be auc-
tioned at the March 10 Reagan 
Day dinner, sponsored by the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee.

The dinner will be held at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Coun-
try Club beginning with a social 
hour at 5:30 p.m., said county 
Republican chairman Joan 
Blackstone.

Rep. Rob Wittman is donating 
a personal tour of the U.S. Capi-
tol building, and lunch for four 
with the Congressman.

Del. Margaret Ransone is 
donating a tour of the State Capi-
tol building and lunch for four as 
well. She also has donated a corn 
hole game.

Sen. Ryan McDougle has 
donated a Virginia flag that 
flew over the State Capitol, said 
Blackstone.

Catherine Chase donated a 
commemorative Reagan inau-
gural plate, previously from the 
collection of Patricia Kluge.

Rep. Wittman will serve 
as master of ceremonies and 
Reagan biographer Craig Shir-
ley will speak. Most of the can-
didates running for nomination 
at the May Republican State 
Convention also will attend.

The fee is $50 per person. 
To make a reservation, contact 
Blackstone at 435-6464.

Conservative Comic Eric 
Golub will entertain members 
and guests at the 99th District 
Tea Party at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 12, at the Upper Lan-
caster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment firehouse at 5170 Mary 
Ball Road in Lively.

This meeting is free and open 
to the public, said president Gene 
K. Underwood.  

Golub is a Brooklyn-born 
stockbroker and oil professional 
living in Los Angeles. He has a 
bachelor’s from the American 
Jewish University and a master’s 
from the University of Southern 
California.

He is the author of Ideologi-
cal Bigotry, Ideological Violence 
and Ideological Idiocy.

He writes for the Communities 
at the Washington Times and has 
written for Andrew Breitbart’s 
“Big Hollywood,” Tucker Carl-
son’s “Daily Caller,” World Net 
Daily, Donne Tempo Magazine, 
the Jewish Policy Center, and the 
Republican Jewish Coalition. He 
also is the author of the TYGR-
RRR EXPRESS blog.

Copies of his books will be 
available for sale at the meeting.

Comic to 
entertain
Tea Party

Officials give 
auction items 
for Reagan
Day dinner

wind   ws 
The Award Winning Home & Garden 
Supplement for the Northern Neck 

& Middle Peninsula

Ad Deadline: March 8  Publishes: March 21

Circulation: 14,000

Call the Rappahannock Record at (804) 435 - 1701
or email mail@rrecord.com

IRVINGTON—Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury (RW-C) president Stuart 
Bunting recently announced the appointment 
of David H. Charlton, Ed.D., as chairman of 
RW-C’s corporate board of directors and Mar-
jory Willis as chair of he RW-C Foundation 
board.

Bunting also announced the appointment 
of several new members for each board.

Charlton is president of Church Schools in 
the Diocese of Virginia and chief executive 
officer of the Episcopal Church Corporation. 
He is a resident of White Stone.

He has a bachelor’s and a doctorate from the 
College of William & Mary. During his career 
he has held leadership positions at Virginia 
Theological Episcopal Seminary, William & 
Mary, and Franklin & Marshall College, and is 
a former headmaster at Christchurch School.

New trustees beginning terms April 1 
include John E. “Jeb” Byers and the Rev. 
David H. May.

Byers has held several positions at 
Christchurch School, where he now serves as 
headmaster. He has a bachelor’s from Wash-
ington & Lee University and a master’s from 
Virginia Commonwealth University

Prior to joining Christchurch School, he 
worked in hotel and restaurant management. 
He has served on the Vestries of St. Peter’s 
Church in New Kent and Christ Church in 
Middlesex.

May is rector at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock. Prior to his ordination in 1993, 
he worked as an actor in New York and in the 
south. He received his degree in theology 
from St. Luke’s School at the University of 
the South, Sewanee, Tenn.

Jeff Joy and Jeff Chase began their terms 
on RW-C’s corporate board in June 2012.

Joy is chief executive officer of IlliniCare 
Health Plan. During his 20-year career in 
healthcare operations he held various leader-
ship positions at Johns Hopkins HealthCare 
LLC and CareFirst Blue Cross Blue Shield 
and its subsidiaries before assuming his pres-
ent post in 2013. Chase, a lifelong resident 
of Lancaster County, is a retired farmer who 
has been leader in a number of community 
organizations, including Bay Transit, and at 
Grace Episcopal Church.

Beginning their second terms on the cor-
porate board are Mary Lib Hoinkes, Manuel 
Haynie, Mary Kay Rotert, Dean Dort, and 
the Rev. Clay Macaulay. Continuing second 
terms are Cameron Blanford, Jean Light, and 

retired Gen. William Louisell.
“We continue to be pleased with the quality 

and experience of the individuals who have 
agreed to serve on our corporate board,” said 
Bunting. The board provides oversight of 
RW-C’s operations and works with the presi-
dent to determine long-range objectives for 
the continuing care community.

Willis, the new foundation board chair, is 
a resident at RW-C and past president of the 
RW-C Residents’ Association. A graduate of 
Queens College in Charlotte, N.C., she taught 
school for many years before moving with her 
husband from Midlothian to RW-C.

Joining Willis on the foundation board 
are William F. “Bill” Reisner, John F. “Jay” 
De Pew and Cecelia Quiett Barton. Reisner 
moves to the foundation board from the cor-
porate board, which he chaired for the past 
two years.

He is a graduate of the University of Mary-
land and managed his family’s service sta-
tions for years before becoming owner in 
1974. Since 1986 he has lived in Wicomico 
Church. Reisner has held leadership positions 
in several community organizations, includ-
ing New Horizons, and was recently elected 
chairman of the board for Bay Aging.

De Pew is a former vice president in the 
Chemical Division of EDS’ Energy/Chemical 
Industry Group, and also served as managing 
director of EDS Netherland and general man-
ager of EDS Kuwait. He is an active partici-
pant in RW-C’s Parkinson’s Support group. 
Barton is a second-generation resident at 
RW-C, where she is active in several volunteer 
groups and clubs. She is a former high-school 
teacher and is a certified personal trainer.

Two foundation board trustees are begin-
ning a second term. Jay Tims, a retired attor-
ney, is active at Campbell Memorial Presby-
terian Church. The Rev. W. Clay Macaulay 
has been a leader in several community orga-
nizations, including the corporate board at 
RW-C. He is pastor at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Weems.

“We are delighted to welcome our new 
members and sincerely appreciate the will-
ingness of current members to continue their 
service,” said vice president for development 
Whiz Harris. “Much of our success in recent 
years in generating funds to underwrite fel-
lowship assistance for residents and other 
project that enhance the quality of life for our 
residents is due to the efforts of our founda-
tion board.”

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury 
announces several board appointments

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

Is your business surfing for

We have about 7,000 of them who 

patronize our newspaper, the origi-

nal social network in our area, every 

week! To send them a post, contact 

us at 435-1701 or mail@RRecord.com.

Record
Rappahannock
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“The mandated cut equates 
to a loss of $20 million in 
revenues for us,” said Deihl. 
“That could mean at least 
$20 million on the expendi-
ture side is going to have to 
be reduced too.”

Deihl said the reduction 
is not all tied to salaries and 
jobs. “Everybody we deal 
with is going to be affected 
by this. We won’t need as 
much outside construction 
work and we won’t be pro-
ducing or hauling as much 

meal so we won’t need as 
much private trucking. It’s 
going to impact suppliers 
for whatever we need. We 
are simply not going to be 
buying as much.”

Omega fished eight boats 
in Reedville last season, 
when they anticipated a 
smaller harvest reduction. 
With the higher 20% reduc-
tion, Deihl said they will 
f ish seven boats this year, 
eliminating an additional 
boat and crew.

REEDVILLE—The snap-
per rig fishery was cut 20% 
by the ASMFC reduction too. 
How the 20% of the bait and 
reduction catches were divvied 
out was decided by industry 
representatives, said Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
spokesman John Bull. 

Those representatives 
included Omega officials, 
owners of snapper rigs and 
other investors in the boats. Tra-
ditionally on the Chesapeake 
Bay, commercial fishing boats 
are not always totally owned by 
captains. For instance, shares 
of sailing schooners and other 
commercial vessels of old were 
often owned by several people.

Within the snapper rig fish-
ery, one of the main issues was 
identifying the 20% category 
as either bait or reduction fish. 
One snapper rig owner, Bert 
Lewis of Reedville, found him-
self without a job when it was 
ruled that only bait fish were 
to be figured in snapper rig 
quotas.

“It put me out of business 
100%,” said Lewis. “I’m not 
able to sell any fish on Chesa-
peake Bay. I’m the one guy 
who was put out of business.

“They labeled the fish bait 
and reduction and I haven’t sold 
any fish for bait since I went 
into business three years ago,” 
he said. “If I had known it was 
going to come down to this, I 
would have sold fish for bait. I 
caught 25 million fish last year 
and now I can’t catch any.”

“Anywhere in the coun-
try that I know of gives catch 
quotas to the boat, but they 
gave my quota to the company 
[Omega] that bought my catch,” 
he said. “I came out on the real 
short end of the stick. 

“There are only three snap-
per boats on the bay that will 
be allowed to catch fish for 
bait right now,” said Lewis. 
“Wouldn’t you say that’s pretty 
much a monopoly? It’s a mess 
and all of it is based on false 
science. I didn’t go back into 
the fishing business to relocate 
in Louisiana.” 

Initially, Lewis was told he 
had to figure his allotment on a 
10-year harvest average, which 
meant his reduction would be 
as low as 75% because he had 
only fished three years and at 
that time his fish were classi-
fied as bait fish. “I was told in 
the beginning I could catch 8 
million pounds of fish, a break-
even season. Then they told me 
later I could catch 1.9 million 

fish, and then they told me I 
couldn’t catch any.

“If I could have caught 8 mil-
lion pounds, I could have taken 
my boat and turned it into a 
one-purse-boat rig, fired some 
crew members and maybe I 
could have survived.

“The way it is now if I want 
to continue to work in the men-
haden business I’ve got myself 
and 13 other men who have to 
leave the state of Virginia,” he 
said. “That’s if I can afford the 
$40,000 in fuel it will cost for 
us to get to the Gulf. I do have 
a contract with Omega when I 
get to the Gulf to sell my fish to 
them and I do appreciate that.

“This is the way the law 
reads: If I had the resources to 
start a reduction plant, I could 
fish this season on Chesapeake 
Bay,” he said. “What that means 
is, I’m out of business!”

Bull said it seems only “fair” 
that if fish were going to the 
reduction fishery, “they would 
be considered reduction fish” 
and that was the decision of the 
industry. “It was unfortunate, 
but it seems fair,” he said. 

The Chesapeake Bay men-
haden fishery is regulated by 
the General Assembly and not 
VMRC, although VMRC offi-
cials worked with the industry 
during the process, said Bull.

Another snapper rig owner, 
Jimmy Kellum of Kellum Mar-
itime in Weems, said he sells 
some fish to the reduction fish-
ery but fortunately, much of his 
harvest goes to the bait fishery. 
He will be restricted to about a 
35% reduction in his allowable 
catch.

Last season, Kellum designed 
and built an innovative 40’ x 
18’ purse boat made from two 
40’ x 11’ aluminum menhaden 
purse boats cut in half. Named 
the “In-seine,” it worked well 
and he said he was consider-
ing another, but most likely not 
now.

“I can only defend good sci-
ence,” said Kellum. “Whether 
it’s to my benefit or to my finan-
cial detriment. The 20% quota 
was not based on good science. 
It was based on emotion and it’s 
unfortunate.”

The third snapper rig owner, 
Frederick Rogers of Reedville 
Menhaden, catches only bait 
and received the largest amount 
of the bait quota for his two 
boats and crews. Rogers could 
not be reached for comment

The bottom line is that in 
2012 the Northern Neck had 
three snapper rig businesses 
working from it’s shores, but in 
2013 there will only be two.

NEWPORT NEWS—Convening February 26, the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission cast a net covering several dif-
ferent recreational and commercial fisheries.
Flounder

Good news for local recreational anglers—the VMRC lowered 
the size limit for flounder from 16.5 inches to 16 inches for the 
2013 season.

This will allow anglers to keep more of the flounder they catch, 
reported the VMRC. The creel limit of four fish will remain 
unchanged and there will be no closed season. The unanimous 
move marks the fourth year in a row the VMRC has lowered the 
flounder size limit and represents its lowest level since 2001.
Cownose rays

Among other action, the VMRC unanimously authorized 
$82,300 for the continued development of a cownose ray market 
and scientific study by the Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
on the post-mating movements of male cownose rays.

Funding is available this year from unused 2012 Marine Fish-
ing Improvement Funds; however, future funding for these proj-
ects may be unavailable because the VMRC may need to use the 
funds to pay for staff positions that are in jeopardy from the loss 
of federal grants, said Commissioner Jack G. Travelstead.
Crabs

The VMRC also voted unanimously to set daily barrel limits 
for the 2013 commercial crab season that correspond to the 
daily bushel limits approved in January. The VMRC capped the 
number of agents at 2012 levels with an additional 10% buffer 
for those who have newly transferred crab licenses, or who have 
applied for transfers, as recommended by the crab management 
advisory committee. 

By a 4-2 vote, the VMRC set a vessel harvest and possession 
limit equal to the largest legal bushel limit of license holders on 
board, which was unanimously endorsed by the crab manage-
ment advisory committee. Associate members Rick Robins, J. 
Carter Fox, Whitt G. Sessoms III and Joseph C. Palmer Jr. voted 
in favor of the measure and Lynn Haynie and John E. “Ed” Tan-
kard III voted no. Bryan Plumlee and Bobby Beck were absent.
Menhaden

The VMRC set a public hearing at its March 26 meeting to 
consider enacting a General Assembly-approved fishery man-
agement plan for menhaden. The plan is designed to reduce the 
Commonwealth’s menhaden landings by 20%, as required  by 
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.

Gov. Bob McDonnell approved the related legislation on Feb-
ruary 23. 
Oysters

Following a review of laws related to oyster poaching, Trav-
elstead appointed associate commissioners Haynie, Robins and 
Palmer to a subcommittee to examine law enforcement issues.

During the discussion, Virginia Marine Police Chief Rick Lau-
derman indicated an enforcement initiative led to 393 commer-
cial oyster violations the past two years, triple the usual number. 
He said more needs to be done and staff is drafting more aggres-
sive proposals for the VMRC to consider.

If oyster violations don’t decline, harvesters may be required 
to participate in an electronic vessel monitoring system, said 
Travelstead. Staff is researching the cost.
Striped bass

Robins requested that the fisheries staff prepare a presentation 
regarding the status of the striped bass fishery. The presentation 
would address characteristics of commercial landings, including 
fish weight, location of landings, discard rate, and the relation-
ship to individual transferable quotas now in place.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster/Nor-
thumberland Interfaith Service Council 
recently held its annual meeting at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church.

Officers installed for 2013 are president 
Edna Mason, first vice president Jane 
Woodle, second vice president Tammy 
Brock, secretary Nancy Garvey, treasurer 
Christy Smith, assistant treasurer Judy 
Fay, Lancaster representatives Connie 
Hough and Fred Burke, and Northumber-
land representatives Woodle and Porter 
White.

“We are very grateful to Jeannie Kling 
for her years of dedicated service to 
Interfaith, said Mason. As president she 
worked tirelessly promoting Interfaith and 
seeking grants to further our mission.

“In 2011, she developed the Summer 
Latchkey program for children in pre-K 
through second grade who  received free 
or reduced fee lunches during the school 
year. Every Saturday for 11 weeks during 
the summer, each child received a bag of 
child-friendly nutritious food. Sixty chil-
dren in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties participated in the program in 
2012.

“We thank Fairfields United Methodist 
Church for allowing us to distribute food 
at their church in Northumberland,” said 
Mason. “The Interfaith Office was the 
distribution point in Lancaster County.”

Among other accomplishments, 
Yvonne Williams, who oversees the Inter-
faith warehouse, reported 398 people 
were served by the warehouse volunteers 
in 2012. More than 3,800 items were dis-
tributed. Some 40 TVs were donated by 
the Northern Neck Food Bank and the 
Holiday Inn.

Longtime volunteer Chris Jordan built 
nine kitchen tables, said Mason. He also 
built bed rails and repaired furniture, 
including restoring an antique dining  
table which was sold on consignment.

Stock Bates completed the utility room 
project in the warehouse where now there 

is a washer and dryer for cleaning soiled 
linen donations.

Jim Thompson wrote a computer pro-
gram for the warehouse which aids in 
screening clients. Warehouse sales with 
Mosaic Consignments netted Interfaith 
over $8,900 this year.

“The hard work and dedication of 
Woodle and Hough is very much appreci-
ated,” she said.

Williams offered special thanks to Lam-
berth Hardware for donating many gallons 
of paint, Booth Furniture for mattresses/
springs/furniture, Mosaic Consignments 
for furniture and more, Holiday Inn for  
TVs, Northern Neck Food Bank for TVs 
and shelving, and Vance Headley for rock 
and labor to refurbish the warehouse 
driveway. Also much appreciated were the 
pro bono ads on radio station 101.7 and 
Blanket Drive ads in the Rappahannock 
Record.

Joe Curry reported 2012 was the most 
difficult year for the Concerned Citizens 
Committee. Due to the lack of funds, 
they limited work to wheelchair ramps, 
railings and water problems. They have 
started some joint work with the Nor-
thumberland/Lancaster Lions where the 
Lions provide the funds and the commit-
tee does the work.

They also were able to replace a roof 
with funds granted by Wicomico Parish 
Church.

David Lacey from the Southside Church 
of the Nazarene in Petersburg brought 
a group of 115 adults and young people 
in early summer. They redid four roofs, 
painted four houses and provided about 
$40,000 worth of work  on $10,000 pro-
vided by Interfaith.

In October, Lacey brought a group 
of adults who fixed a bath, painted one 
house, redid one roof, built a wheelchair 
ramp and finished work started by the 
earlier group all in one day. The total cost 
of repairs in 2012 was  $36,900.21, said 
Mason.

When Link-Linking Hope and Help 
began operations in January 2012, Inter-
faith began referring individuals who 
were seeking financial help, to Link for 
screening. This has been a tremendous 
service, she said. In 2012, Interfaith pro-
vided $23,961.64 to individuals for utili-
ties (electric, oil, propane, water), hous-
ing, emergency food and auto repair.

Interfaith continues to coordinate home 
delivered meals in Lancaster. Working 
with Bay Aging, Kathy Broderick and 
Chris Naumann organize through local 
churches the volunteer delivery of meals 
each week. In 2012, volunteers delivered 
12,749 meals, said Mason.

For almost 30 years, Interfaith has been 
responding to needs in two counties.

“We are totally dependent on our faith-
ful volunteers who do the work and the 
generosity of individuals, organizations 
and churches that provide our funding,” 
said Mason.  For more information, con-
tact Interfaith at 435-6050.

Donations may be sent to P. O. Box 868, 
Kilmarnock, VA. 22482.

Virginia. They buy a great deal of their debt in the midwest. 
Although few collection companies are accredited by the 

Better Business Bureau, Barbara O’Daire says BCMG has an 
A-minus rating. 

“We have very, very happy clients because we treat our cus-
tomers very well,” said William O’Daire. “We treat our custom-
ers like we’d want to be treated.”

BCMG also handles contingency collections, where debt is 
collected on behalf of a company. 

“Collections is a good business to be in when the economy is 
good and a good business to be in when the economy is bad,” he 
said.

An Omega Protein crew pumps menhaden from a purse 
net into a larger steamer to carry the catch to the Reedville 
processing plant. 

Industry-wide reductions
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Menhaden cap 
snags snapper rigs

by Larry Chowning

VMRC casts a wide net

Debt management firm
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Interfaith Service Council reviews annual operations

How do YOU
stay informed?

Every day, decisions
are made about how
to spend your tax 
dollars. Where is 
your money going?

You can find out by
picking up your local
newspaper and read-
ing public notices.

Now, Virginia newspapers are giving
you another option to access many
public notices: your computer. 

Visit www.publicnoticeads.com and
click on Virginia to find an online 
version of public records published by
this newspaper and across the state. 

www.publicnoticeads.com
Another way newspapers are 

keeping you informed. Every day. 

Rappahannock General Hospital and Chesapeake Medi-
cal Group employees, volunteers, and board members will 
donate their time to “work for tips” greeting, serving and 
clearing tables at the Kilmarnock Pizza Hut from 4 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 19.   

Special guests “working for tips” throughout the evening 
will include Dr. David Antonio, RGH Foundation director 
James Carter Jr., RGH nursing vice president Ann Gumina, 
executive vice president and chief operating officer Randy 
Hester Sr., RGH Foundation board secretary Michael Ken-
nedy, CMG’s Dr. Emory Lewis, RGH patient f inancial ser-
vices vice president Bernard Lockstampfor Jr., RGH mar-
keting and public relations coordinator Joanna Marchetti, 
CMG’s Dr. Darlene Stibal and Dr. Paul Sutherland.

All tips and donations will benefit the RGH Volunteer 
Auxiliary and will be used to benefit patient care at Rappa-
hannock General Hospital.

RGH Auxiliary to host
‘We Work for Tips’
fundraiser March 19


