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Training Our Children:
Community speaks up at
meeting to initiate changes
even in a vehicle—will not only result in expulsion, it
can result in criminal charges against a child. He noted
it is also a crime to use profanity.
Social media is also a red ﬂag for Long. “If your kid
KILMARNOCK—School discipline, funding and
other education issues were some of the topics dis- is on it, get them off.”
Should a student be expelled, state code does not
cussed last week by some two dozen parents, school
ofﬁcials and specialists in handling troubled youth. require schools to offer alternative education or transThe forum was held at Shachah World Ministries in portation to alternative schools, Long said. The only
exception to the law is cases of special education stuKilmarnock.
Community Initiative organizers Laurie Carter and dents expelled for discipline problems relating to their
Kenya Moody also led a discussion on ways to engage disability.
James Long
Also, he said kids should not be expelled because
more parents in taking an active role in their children’s
Jack Russell
they have a “different attitude,” but should be corrected
education.
“Parents need to be more involved in their children’s and understood. He warned that the child may be living spect. When someone is disrespectful that’s a teachable
education,” said Northumberland County supervi- in a difﬁcult situation with problem parents and end up moment...don’t suspend them but use it to teach them—
what is disrespect?” He suggested ﬁnding what intersor and educator James Long. He presented a list of acting it out at school.
“You just about know if a kid is going to make it or ests them and helping them reach that goal. “We need
“musts” for parents.
“Don’t wait until kids get into trouble before talk- not by the third grade—whether they’ll make it or end to help these students who are in messed-up (home)
situations. They need help. They need hope. We need
ing to teachers.” Long urged parents to stay involved up in jail,” said Long.
He said Northumberland and Lancaster counties to reach out to these parents who are not here.”
by getting to know teachers and become involved in
He suggested teachers never give a student a zero as
organizations such as the PTA and school committees. should work together because they have similar probLong stressed the importance of respect. Children lems. Both districts are working on more diversity in a grade. “I give a 50—it’s the same but it gives them
hope. There’s so many problems that need to be ﬁxed,
their teaching staff.
must learn to be respectby Brad Parks
“We’re working not but I think it can be ﬁxed.”
ful not just of their parents
n a move to honor the memory
“I really want to help those kids that don’t ﬁt in,”
only to get more Africanbut of teachers and their “You just about know if a kid is going
of a dear friend, the Northern
American teachers, but but the school district does not call on parents who
community—in how they to make it or not by the third grade—
Neck Montessori School recently
talk and behave in and out whether they’ll make it or end up in jail.” they have to be well-qual- have volunteered to help, said Bill Smith. He sugannounced the creation of the Jack
iﬁed, too—no provisional gested volunteers should not have to go through a
of school, he said.
Russell Memorial Scholarship.
full background check to spend a day working in a
teachers,” he said.
“Parents have to do their — Educator and supervisor James Long
Named after the former Lancaster job.” He urged them not to
Towanda
Hickman, classroom.
County supervisor, who was a board put the responsibility of raising kids on the school.
“You keep teachers by making them feel good about
with Empowering Youth for Positive Change (EYPC),
member at the Northern Neck Monour school system,” Smith said. A recent independent
Responsible parenting is setting standards for chil- said she came back to Northumberland to help kids.
tessori School until his death last
“Start a buddy system,” she suggested. Have an survey of Lancaster public school teachers “shows
dren to meet and enforcing them, he explained. For
April, the scholarship will beneﬁt
example, as a parent, Long said he set a curfew on his older youth be a buddy to a younger student at the nearly 40% of our teachers are looking for other jobs.”
disadvantaged minority students
Richard Pleasants said teachers need parents to step
son. When the boy was out past the curfew, Long went school, shadowing him for a part of the day. “You’d be
from the Northern Neck and Middle out and found him.
surprised what 45 minutes of that can do for a kid,” up and go to the board of supervisors’ meetings to supPeninsula.
port the school budget.
“It’s easy to get into trouble and hard to get out,” he she said.
“Dr. Russell meant so much to our warned.
“I’ve been to county supervisors’ meetings and
“It is not the teacher’s job to raise our kids. Their job
school and to so many others in this
Long also warned of children who claim they have is to educate kids. Parents need to be the biggest advo- haven’t seen any parents there...for the budget,” Pleascommunity,” said board president
ants said.
no homework. “Have them read,” he said. The truth cate for their children,” said Hickman.
Leslie Jones. “This seemed like the
“We all need to accept responsibility for our role” in
Gerald Howard said teachers are facing kids who
will come out if their report card comes out with Ds
perfect way to commemorate him.”
and Fs. Also, he warned that when a child starts acting aren’t interested in learning. He suggested ﬁnding out educating children, said Mike Simon, program director
Russell was an important voice at
“strange,” it’s time to have them tested for drug use. which teachers are effective in reaching kids and help- for EYPC in Richmond. “We need to identify and have
the school. He was active in fundrais- “Too many parents deny their children are taking drugs ing those that are not.
early intervention. Fix it now.”
ing during the early days. In 2010, he when they probably are,” he said.
Hickman urged the group to keep moving forward.
Ulysses Turner said most of the problem stems
joined the board and was instrumenDrugs, alcohol or weapons on school grounds— from lack of respect. “Half of referrals are for disre- “It takes one person to make a change. Don’t stop.”
tal in producing its ﬁrst long-range
strategic plan.
He also served the school in
smaller ways, whether it was as the
ofﬁcial starter at the annual 5K fundraiser, which he began by blowing a
brass horn, or as an unofﬁcial grandfather ﬁgure to students.
The Northern Neck Montessori
School was just one of many organizations in the region that beneﬁtted
from Russell’s wisdom.
“Jack was one of the most effective
and beloved people in our community,” said Sissy Crowther, president
of Rappahannock Community College, where Russell also was a driving force. “He worked tirelessly and
brilliantly to identify problems and
then ﬁnd the solutions.”
Education always topped that list.
Russell often told the story of having
been a young boy growing up in rural
Virginia during a time of segregated
schooling. His next door neighbor
and best friend was a white boy who
was nearly identical to Russell, a
fair-skinned African-American. Yet
Kilmarnock’s town hall could move to 1 North Main Street (above) in the heart of Steptoes District with the purchase of the Bay Trust building. The
when it came time for kindergarten,
building contains twice the square footage of the current town hall and would provide space for a mayor’s ofﬁce, separate conference rooms, community
they were forced to attend different
meeting space, ofﬁces, the police department, ﬁve bathrooms and a kitchen facility.
schools.
It was an experience that convinced Russell that children of all
backgrounds ought to learn together,
and that academics was the key to
building will be ready for occupancy
During the discussion, Smith said he assessed value,” said Booth.
progress for all races.
by Audrey Thomasson
by the end of June, following light liked the location and building, but was
Saunders said the tax assessment for
“On many occasions, Jack
opposed to committing to a purchase 1 North Main Street is $556,500.
expressed to me the importance
KILMARNOCK—For a dozen renovations.
Councilman Howard Straughan’s price without a certiﬁed appraisal.
“I’d like to do something on this
of education for the health of our
years, town ofﬁcials have discussed
While Donahue agreed the location [current town hall] property,” Booth
community,” said Lindsy Gardner,
whether to relocate the town hall to motion to purchase the Bay Trust
director of the Lancaster Community more central and appropriate facilities. building from Bank of Lancaster for was good, he felt the price was exces- said. “Build a new police department,
add on and renovate the current buildLibrary and the board president of
The move was all but assured Monday $729,500 was supported by members sive in the current economy.
After the meeting, Mayor Raymond ing. The Bay Trust building doesn’t
Visions, an anti-poverty non-proﬁt
night when council voted 4-2 to pur- Rebecca Nunn, Emerson Gravatt and
Mae Umphlett. Voting against the pur- Booth said he would rather build or have many parking spots. Where will
Russell also served. “Jack truly
chase 1 North Main Street.
Town manager Tom Saunders said chase were members Shawn Donahue renovate at the town’s current location.
“The purchase price exceeds the
JACK RUSSELL, continued on page A2 he is hopeful the 6,000-square-foot and William Smith.
TOWN HALL, continued on page A2
by Audrey Thomasson
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Read it in Former bank employee is
the Record! sentenced for stealing $235,821

D

RICHMOND—On Thursday, February 21, former Bank
of Lancaster employee Melodie Fallin of Wicomico Church
was sentenced in U.S. District
Court to 21 months in prison
for stealing $235,821 from the
bank.
U.S. District Judge Robert
E. Payne also ordered her to
make full restitution to the
bank.
Fallin, 38, pleaded guilty
to one count of making a
false entry in a bank account
last September. She admitted
to stealing between $300 to
$3,000 in cash once or twice
a month over a 10-year period,
starting in 2002, and covering
up the thefts by altering currency balances on the bank’s
daily vault settlement sheets.
Bank of Lancaster reported
on January 25, 2012, that
the bank was advised by its
accountants as to the possible
misappropriation of cash.
“We immediately reported
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the loss to our insurance carrier and began an aggressive
investigation,” said president
and chief executive ofﬁcer
Randal R. Greene, in a written statement released after
the sentencing. “We have been
reimbursed by the insurance
carrier for the amount minus
our non-recoverable losses
related to the theft including a
forensic accountant and other
internal audits.”
During the investigation,
Fallin promptly confessed
to authorities. She admitted
stealing the entire amount
and explained that her annual
salary of $18,000 to $24,000
was not enough to cover
expenses for her family.
One of the ways Fallin hid
her thefts was by reducing
the ending balance count on
stacks of cash in the vault and
increasing the balance of pennies and nickels by the same
amount. She said the bank
counted paper money in the

vault but not the coins.
Defense attorney Onzlee
Ware of Roanoke indicated
he couldn’t ﬁgure out how the
bank never caught the error.
Prior to sentencing, U.S.
attorney Katherine Lee Martin
cited the total amount of the
theft, noting that it was not a
one-time event and she “had to
make the choice over and over
again to steal the money.”
The judge permitted Fallin
to turn herself in to prison
authorities on April 9, when
she will begin serving her sentence. She has no prior criminal record.
“Moving forward, we are
pleased with Judge Payne’s
decision,” said Greene. “Bank
of Lancaster continues to stand
strong on its solid foundation
and provide excellent service
to families and businesses in
the communities we serve. I
want to personally thank all of
our customers and shareholders for your support.”

continued from page A1

To reach members of the staff, dial the
main phone number, 435-1701, and
then the employee’s extension when
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

police park?”
According to town ofﬁcials,
the current town hall was purchased over 20 years ago as a
temporary town hall until a new
facility was built.
“It was a building supply store,”
Saunders said. “There’s still some
saw equipment out back.”
However, the building has had
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Troy Robertson

believed that education was
the foundation for all other
success.”
Northern Neck Montessori School co-founder Shelia
McGuill will be making a presentation about the Jack Russell Memorial Scholarship at
tonight’s meeting of the Lancaster board of supervisors. To
make a donation to the fund,
call 435-3503.
“Jack touched so many
people in every walk of life in
this community, and he made
no distinction between the
haves and the have nots,” said
Joe Curry, owner of Curry
& Curry Stone and Pottery
and one of Russell’s closest
friends. “He would have loved
something like this.”
Brad Parks of Middlesex
County is a former newspaper
reporter and award-winning
author.
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years of structural problems,
including leaking roofs in both
buildings, collapsing ﬂoors, and
mold.
Nunn said the decision to purchase the Bay Trust property was
the smartest and most ﬁscally
responsible for citizens and the
community. “It’s a building our
citizens can be proud of.”
She laid out three options
members considered.
In option one, she said building a comparable building on
the present location would
amount to $909,000, including $540,000 for the building,
$10,000 for site improvement,
$25,000 for demolition and factoring in the value of the land at
$334,000.
In the second scenario, building on a portion of the 9 acres
of town property at North Main
and Town Center Drive, Nunn
said the total cost would be
$813,500. That amount breaks
down to $810,000 for a comparable building, an estimated
$50,000 to $100,000 for VDOT
required road improvements,
$200,000 for site improvements and $87,000 for that portion of the nine acres the facility would occupy, for a total of
$1,147,500. Factoring in the sale
of the current town hall property
at $334,000 brings the total to
$813,500.
The third option is the one
council approved and would
result in a ﬁnal price of $475,500.

From left are Virginia Secretary of Education Laura
Fornash and Rappahannock Community College president
Dr. Elizabeth H. “Sissy” Crowther at the recent Virginia
Community College System Legislative Reception at the
Jefferson Hotel in Richmond. Also attending were RCC
board member Dr. Robert Gates and his wife, Beverly; dean
of college advancement Victor Clough; second-year honors
student Meagan Gay; and past RCC board chairman and state
community college board member Admiral Robert Fountain
and his wife, Betsy. Gov. Bob McDonnell praised the role of
community colleges in stepping up the effort to ready more
degree-holding individuals to enter the workforce.

Texting while driving
bill goes to governor
by Sam Isaacs
Capital News Service

Town hall could move

How to reach us:

Legislative reception

That ﬁgure was achieved by
adding the value of the building at $679,000, light renovation of $75,000, $5,000 for site
improvements and $50,400 for
the land for a total of $809,500.
Factoring in the sale of the existing town hall for $334,000, the
bottom line cost is $475,500.
“In this case, looking at the
three options, an appraisal
wasn’t necessary to make our
decision,” said Nunn. Council
plans to have an appraisal done,
she said, but the only qualiﬁed
appraiser who is independent of
the property is not available for
another month, she said. “We’re
getting an appraisal. We’re getting an inspection, all the due
diligence. The contract is contingent on that.”
Nunn said council negotiated for ﬁve parking spots in the
bank lot on West Church. Also,
employees can park in the adjacent town lot or on the street, and
the Bay Trust site will accommodate six vehicles for citizens
stopping by town hall.
“It would take two years to
build a town hall. This facility
will be an economic boon to
town,” Nunn said. “It is fully
equipped with all the technology we need, it will be used all
the time and available for community use. I feel it’s the best of
the three choices. We’re doing
what’s best for the citizens and
the town. And it’s ﬁscally conservative.”

R I C H M O N D — L eg i s l a tion cracking down on texting
while driving is only Gov. Bob
McDonnell’s signature away
from becoming law.
House Bill 1907, proposed by
Del. Rich Anderson of Woodbridge, would change texting
while driving from a secondary
offense to a primary offense.
The bill, which passed the
Senate on a 28-12 vote February
19, would drastically increase the
ﬁnes for texting while driving.
The penalty would jump from
$20 to $250 for a ﬁrst offense
and from $50 to $500 for repeat
violations.
Six other bills were incorporated into HB 1907. It includes
proposals by Del. Ben Cline of
Amherst and Del. David Bulova
of Fairfax, to make texting while
driving punishable as reckless
driving.
“I’m so glad that it passed. It
was my signature piece of legislature this session,” said. Del.
Anderson. “I found out while
having coffee with a neighbor
last spring that they had lost their
brother to a texting driver, so

I decided something had to be
done.”
He has received hundreds of
emails in favor of the bill, and
only one against it, he added.
The House of Delegates on
February 5 approved HB 1907,
92-4.
The bill does not prevent drivers from making cellphone calls
or using GPS systems. It applies
only when a motorist is using a
“handheld personal communications device” to “manually enter
multiple letters or text” or “read
any email or text message.”
If Gov. McDonnell signs HB
1907, it will take effect July 1.
Sen. Tommy Norment of Williamsburg is sponsoring companion legislation to HB 1907.
Senate Bill 1222, incorporating
Senate Bills 1160, 1238 and 981,
passed on February 20.
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Former resource officer
will serve four years on
sexual misconduct charges

Student’s arrest raises questions
in drug search procedures at LHS
by Audrey Thomasson

Two NHS students sent
to alternative school
following drug search

by Shannon Rice
HEATHSVILLE—Former
Northumberland
County
deputy and school resource
ofﬁcer Derek Jones, 45, was
sentenced last Thursday to 36
years in prison on eight sexual
misconduct charges.
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Julia Sichol of Westmoreland County, who prosecuted
the case, said Judge Harry T.
Taliaferro sentenced Jones to
ﬁve years each on four counts
of indecent acts with a child by
a parent or custodian. He suspended all ﬁve years on each
count.
Jones also was sentenced to
ﬁve years each on three counts
of non-forcible sodomy. Taliaferro suspended a year on the
ﬁrst charge and all ﬁve years
on the remaining two.
Jones also received a oneyear suspended sentence for
using an electronic device to
solicit forbidden conduct with
a minor.
In total, Jones will serve
four years in prison.
“We were not pleased with

CLARAVILLE—During a routine drug search last
week at Northumberland High School, a drug dog alerted
on two vehicles in the parking lot. As a result, two students were expelled to the alternative school.
According to Northumberland County Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane Wrightson, only trace amounts of
drugs were found in the students’ vehicles, “...not enough
for us to charge them,” she said.
Under the school district’s policy of zero tolerance, the
school board voted 4-0 last week to expel the seniors.
However, if they pass their courses at the alternative
school they will graduate on time, according to school
ofﬁcials.
in a closed session of the school
board Saturday that involved testimony from the student and his
extended family, Watrous, vice
principal Mike Daddario and
chief of the sheriff’s investigation
unit, Lt. Tim Self.
When they emerged into open
session, the school board members voted 4-0 to expel the student to the alternative school in
Warsaw for the remainder of the
term. They said he may return to
Lancaster High in the fall for his
senior year provided his grades
improve and there are no other
referrals.
Board member Ella Davis was
not present for the closed session.
According to Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett, the unannounced drug
sweep on February 13 was conducted according to procedures

upheld by the U.S. Supreme
Court.
Three deputies from Lancaster and one from Northumberland
entered
the
high school with two K-9s
trained in drug detection.
They divided into two teams
and randomly checked eight
or nine classrooms with each
team accompanied by Watrous
or Daddario. Students waited
in the hallway as the K-9 teams
sniffed through the classrooms.
The teams also checked lockers, restrooms and the student
parking lot, and Sheriff Crockett said no other drugs were
found in the school.
“The purpose of random drug
sweeps is to protect the safety of
students and to ensure we have
a drug-free environment,” said
Watrous.

Bobcat
trapped
This 28.7-pound male bobcat
was trapped in Heathsville
less than a half-mile from
the sheriff ’s ofﬁce by trapper
Tim Tate of Heathsville. Tate
is a Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries
licensed nuisance trapper in
the Northern Neck.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett this week reported charges
against seven individuals.

Felonies
Ronald P. Green, 49, of the 1200 block of
Weems Road was charged February 19 on a
direct indictment with manufacturing controlled substances.
Jennifer I. Teagle, 41, of Topping was
charged February 21 with felony eluding
police and reckless driving after a police
pursuit into Middlesex County.

Misdemeanors
A Merry Point Road man, 34, was
charged February 19 with domestic assault.
A Cobbs Creek man, 71, was charged
February 19 with making profane-threatening telephone calls.
A Wesley Terrace woman, 53, was charged
February 19 with assault and battery.
A Chesterﬁeld man, 21, was charged February 20 with contempt of court.
A Topping man, 54, was charged February 24 with contempt of court.

Activity report
February 19: Staff received a complaint from the staff at Rappahannock
Westminster-Centerbury that a resident had
been called by a man claiming to be with
Publisher’s Clearinghouse who told the
resident that he/she had won an automobile. The complaint was that the purported
caller wanted the RW-C resident to “pay the
taxes” on the vehicle before it was released.
As a reminder, anyone who receives such a
call should be aware that the call is nothing
more than an attempt to defraud the victim,
and do not send funds by any means. Staff
responded to a suspicious vehicle complaint
on Slabtown Road and intercepted a suspect vehicle involved in a hit-and-run trafﬁc
crash in Kilmarnock.
February 20: Staff investigated a walkin complaint of food tampering and a suspicious persons complaint in the area of
Claybrook Church (no criminal incident;
persons were walking for exercise). Staff
responded to a domestic disturbance on
Lara Road (verbal only), responded with
the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD)
to Abby Way to check on the well-being of
a resident at the request of Bay Aging (subject was down on the ﬂoor for an extended
period of time; Emergency Medical Services (EMS) was dispatched to the scene),
received a residential burglary report from a
Beach Creek Road property owner (vehicle
window, garage door panel; $250 loss), and
received a destruction of property report
from the 5100 block of Windmill Point
Road (window frame; $100 damages).
February 21: Staff checked on the
well-being of a Black Stump Road resident
at the request of a concerned citizen (no
emergency services needed) and the school
resource ofﬁcer ﬁled a report against a student who cursed a teacher (juvenile intake
ofﬁcer notiﬁed). Staff responded to a trafﬁc complaint near Weems and Johns Neck
roads and received an annoying telephone
and text messaging complaint from a White
Stone area resident.
February 22: Staff responded to a reckless/hazardous driving complaint in Lancaster, to a cellular E911 disconnect call that

originated on Hoecake Road (no emergency
services needed), to a domestic disturbance
in the 3100 block of White Chapel Road,
and with KPD to a domestic disturbance
on Waverly Avenue (verbal only). Staff
received a report of check forgery from
a White Stone area resident (numerous
checks; $4,253 loss).
February 23: Staff responded with KPD
to a domestic disturbance on Gilbert Street,
to a domestic disturbance on Pinckardsville
Road, and with KPD to Purcell Avenue on a
complaint of a prowler. Staff discovered an
unoccupied vehicle over the embankment
near Irvington Road and The Pony Pasture
(driver left scene for medical treatment; Virginia State Police responded for trafﬁc crash
investigation).
February 24: At the request of Essex
County authorities, staff notiﬁed a Weems
area resident that his/her juvenile son/daughter was in custody for underage possession
of alcohol and was awaiting arrival of the
parent. Staff received a report of a missing/
overdue motorist traveling from Irvington
to Northern Virginia (motorist made contact about an hour after report ﬁled advising he had arrived safely), responded with
EMS to a medical emergency on Oak Hill
Road (subject was accidentally run over
while driver was backing up a trailer; Life
evac involved), and responded to Mosquito
Point Road on a complaint of an unusual
item seen in a trash pile (no criminal incident involved).

CRIME
SOLVERS

L

ancaster County Crime Solvers
seeks information regarding an
incident that took place on Coxs
Farm Road between midnight February 16 and sunup February 17.
Sometime during the night three
deer were killed and their carcasses
were placed in the driveway of a
residence in the 700 block of Coxs
Farm Road.
Crime Solvers also seeks information regarding three break-ins
that took place during January in
the Windmill Point area.
The Lancaster County Sheriff’s
Office received reports of break-ins:
• January 26 at a Windmill Point
condominium. A flat screen television was taken.
• January 12 at a Bay Water Drive
house. Guns, televisions and DVD
players were taken.
• January 11 at a Beach Cove
Drive house. A television and DVD
players were taken.
Report information regarding
these incidents to Lancaster County
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
You do not have to give your
name or appear in court. If your
information leads to an arrest, you
could receive a reward up to $1,000.

the outcome,” said Sichol.
According to sentencing
guidelines, the low-end range
for crimes of this nature is two
years and one month while the
high end goes up to six years
and seven months, said Sichol
“We were hoping for at least
the mid-range,” which is four
years, ten months,” she said.
Sichol said testimony from
Jones’s friends, family and
community members had an
impact on the ﬁnal sentencing.
“Jones’s minister spoke
about his religious beliefs and
a number of people mentioned
that these incidents were out of
his character. I think the judge
took all of those comments into
consideration when he made
his decision,” said Sichol.
Jones, of Lancaster, pled
guilty to eight of 15 felony
sexual misconduct charges on
October 18. Sichol declined to
prosecute Jones on the remaining seven charges.
Because the sentence totals
more than one year, Jones
should be transferred to the
state department of corrections, said Sichol.

NEWS BREAK
N Burn Law is in effect
The Commonwealth’s 4 p.m. Burn Law is in effect through
April 30, the start of spring ﬁre season in Virginia. The law prohibits burning before 4 p.m. if the ﬁre is in, or within, 300 feet
of woodland, brushland or ﬁelds containing dry grass or other
ﬂammable materials.
A violation of the 4 p.m. Burn Law is a Class 3 misdemeanor
punishable by up to a $500 ﬁne. Those who allow a ﬁre to escape
are liable for the cost of suppressing the ﬁre as well as any damage
caused to others’ property.

N Norris Bridge inspections

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) will be
inspecting the Robert O. Norris Jr. bridge at White Stone through
February 25: Staff responded to a ﬁght the week of March 4. At times, otorists will be restricted to one
call in the 2500 block of Irvington Road.
lane on the bridge while the inspections continue.
Staff also conducted 12 trafﬁc stops,
Crews will be working Mondays through Fridays from dayissued three summonses, assisted one light to dusk. Motorists should expect delays in the work zone.
motorist, reported one deer strike, handled
ﬁve calls for trafﬁc control, investigated
two building alarms, logged eight inmate N Red Cross courses
The River Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross at 39
transports and ﬁelded ﬁve calls for animal
William B. Graham Court in Kilmarnock recently announced
control service.
two upcoming courses. Register at 1-800-733-2767, or redcross.
Fire calls
The Kilmarnock and Upper Lancaster org/takeaclass. Advance registration is required.
Adult CPR/AED will be offered from 9 a.m. to noon April 20.
Volunteer Fire Departments responded to a
smoke report on Pinckardsville Road and to The fee is $70. Adult CPR/AED with First Aid will be offered
a ﬁre alarm tripped while work was being from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 22. The fee is $90.
done on an exhaust fan at Lancaster High
School
The Kilmarnock VFD also responded to
a vehicle ﬁre on South Main Street and to
a trafﬁc crash on North Main Street near
School Street.
The Upper Lancaster VFD also assisted
Emergency Medical Services with a Life
evac landing zone.
Saturday, March 9th • 10-3 p.m.
The White Stone VFD responded to a
ﬁre alarm in the 4900 block of Irvington
Road.

you’re invited!

exclusive event

Northumberland County Sheriff
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported
charges against 12 individuals.

Felonies
Pearley L. Blue Jr., 45, of Heathsville was
charged February 20 with shop-lifting from
the Walmart in Essex County and making
a false statement to law enforcement. These
were Essex County warrants.
Joshua R. Bryant, 28, of Newport News
was charged February 22 with abduction
and destroying property in the Wicomico
Church area.
Robert O. Lawson II, 53, of Heathsville
was charged February 22 with two counts
of rape and one count of aggravated sexual
battery with a child.
Bradley P. Townshend, 19, of Heathsville
was charged February 22 with two counts
of breaking and entering and two counts of
damaging property.
Jerri L. Langford, 37, of Callao was
charged February 22 with grand larceny.
Brian Christopher Thrift, 35, of Heathsville was charged February 24 with failing
to stop for law enforcement and reckless
driving.

Misdemeanors
A Lottsburg woman, 27, was charged
February 19 with threatening communications over the telephone. This subject was
arrested in James City County.
A Heathsville woman, 47, was charged
February 20 with shoplifting at the Walmart
in Essex County. This was an Essex County
warrant.
A Laneview man, 29, was charged February 20 with bad checks in Northumberland
County. This subject was arrested by the
Hanover County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Heathsville man, 20, was charged February 21 with no rabies shot and no county
tag for his animal.
A Callao woman, 46, was charged February 21 with breaking and entering.
A Heathsville man, 71, was charged February 23 with abandoning an animal, no
rabies shot and no county tag.

Stylish Eyes
Kilmarnock

10% off entire collection
20% off two or more
Hourly giveaways • Refreshments
(additional parking available)

presents

““How the Other Half Loves”
By Alan Ayckbourn
Directed by Rebecca Tebbs Nunn
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LANCASTER—The arrest of
a student for misdemeanor possession of marijuana after a routine drug sweep at Lancaster High
School February 13 resulted in a
controversy involving the school
system’s central ofﬁce, the county
sheriff’s department and the high
school principal.
Fueling the controversy was
an email from the student’s
family suggesting the search did
not follow proper legal procedures and the student’s adamant
denial,which led the family to
believe the 17-year-old was set
up by school authorities and law
enforcement.
According to the deputies
involved, the schools central
ofﬁce conducted its own investigation of their search.
School board member Bob
Smart conﬁrmed high school
principal Dr. Lori Watrous was
questioned by superintendant
Dr. Daniel Lukich regarding her
actions.
In addition, Lukich visited
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett’s ofﬁce
and questioned him and his deputies about their procedures at the
school.
“I don’t like people accusing my deputies,” said Sheriff
Crockett about his conversation
with Lukich. “The way Lt. Self
described how the search was
conducted, there was no way Lori
could have planted drugs in the
book bag,” said the sheriff. “At
the end of the meeting, Lukich
said he was satisﬁed with everything and appreciated everything
we’d done.”
However, the dispute continued
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March 8-9 & 15-16 & 22-23 – Evenings
7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain

March 24 – Matinee
2:00 p.m. Social Hour – 3:00 p.m. Curtain

$20 for Adults
Call 435-3776
Pay online - lancasterplayers.org
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Northumberland zoning ordinance
ADVERTISE
amendments recommended by planners 435-1701
by Shannon Rice

Rafﬂe tickets on sale
The Northern Neck Court Appointed Special Advocate
Program (CASA) is conducting a rafﬂe for food and
entertainment offered by Northern Neck venues. A grand
prize will be drawn for each of two prize packages at 1 p.m.
March 6 at the Kilmarnock town hall. Package A has restaurant
gift cards, store gift certiﬁcate and theater tickets. Package
B adds wine tasting. From left, Walgreen’s employee Mickey
Domanowski purchases a rafﬂe ticket from CASA board
member Sandy Spears. Tickets are $25 for either package,
or $40 for a chance on both. CASA will return to Walgreen’s
in Kilmarnock to sell tickets from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 1.
Tickets also may be purchased through CASA board members
and volunteers, or call 462-0881.

HEATHSVILLE—Reorganization came ﬁrst on the
agenda during the Northumberland planning commission’s ﬁrst meeting of the
year on February 21.
Garﬁeld Parker retained the
position of chairman following a motion from William
Kling, a second from Albert
Penley and a unanimous
vote.
Kling also kept the vice
chairman position following
a motion from Charles Williams, a second from Penley
and a unanimous vote.
In other business, the
commission recommended
approval of several amendments to the zoning ordinance.
Penley made the motion, seconded by Fisher and approved
by unanimous vote, 8-0.
The revisions include a
table of usages to be inserted
towards the beginning of the
document rather than being
listed under each speciﬁc district.
Additionally, the special
exceptions section would
be removed completely and
transferred to the conditional
use section for each district.
The revisions also clarify
how the county measures signage and would begin allow-

Lancaster planning commission begins
compiling wish list of capital projects
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The safety
and welfare of the county’s
1,300 public school children
is the highest priority on
the Lancaster school board’s
request for next year’s capital
improvement plan (CIP).
School ofﬁcials are seeking
$507,500 for improvements
during the 2013-14 ﬁscal
year, including $127,500 to
improve access and security
at the county’s three schools.
During last week’s ﬁrstround CIP budget session, the
Lancaster planning commission also received requests
of $89,000 from Emergency
Management Services and
$57,000 from the sheriff ’s
department.

School requests
According to school operations director John Mann,
$40,500 is proposed for projects at the primary school.
Included
are
additional
security doors as a barrier
to entry and requiring visitors to be buzzed in through
the main ofﬁce. Also, entry
doors would be switched
from keyed locks to wireless
card readers, establishing
a computer record of those
accessing the school. Mann
wants to install a gate at the
bus loop entrance to prevent
vehicle trafﬁc from accessing the back of the school at
unauthorized times.
Some $47,000 is required to
improve safety at the middle
school, including 10 more
surveillance system cameras to cover the parking lot
and areas of recess access, a
remote visitor access system
with camera/recorder, wireless card reader entry systems and additional secured
doors at the entrance to the
fourth-grade hall.
Security measures proposed
for the high school would
cost $40,000. The school
board proposes upgrades
to the video surveillance
system, switching to a wireless card reader entry system
and a remote visitor access
system which would take a
picture of visitors holding up
photo identiﬁcation prior to
front ofﬁce personnel allowing access.

Mann
also
addressed
replacing the high school
gym ﬂoor which he said is
original to the 1973 building
and had recent damage from
a water leak. He estimated
the total replacement cost at
$270,000.
“Insurance will fund the
cost to replace half the ﬂoor.
We’re asking the county
to pick up the other half at
$135,000,” said Mann. Without a county match, Mann
said the new ﬂoor would
have to be sanded down
to match the thickness of
the old boards which have
been sanded four times over
the years. “Sanding would
shorten the expected life of
the ﬂoor,” he said.
Additional needs at the
schools included $165,000
for a new phone and communications system and $80,000
to replace heating, ventilation
and air conditioning units in
the middle school.

visor Butch Jenkins, liaison
to the planning commission.
Jenkins asked her to talk to
the volunteer squads and give
them a chance to respond.

N Book markers with a purpose
The American Legion Post #86 recently provided to libraries
a number of two-sided book marks, showing the nation’s presidents and their term(s) in ofﬁce on one side, and the nation’s
states and capitals on the other.
“In our continuing effort to provide the community and our
youth with meaningful reminders of our exciting history, we are
pleased to make this contribution,” said commander Jay Poundstone.

ing the issue in the comprehensive plan.
Greg Haugan expressed
his appreciation for the commission’s hard work saying,
“This is a far better product
than what we were heading
towards.”
The document is posted
at co.northumberland.va.us/
index.htm and now will be
considered by the county
board of supervisors.

RRECORD.COM
LOST CAT
Garfield

Orange long-hair w/some white
on tail. Lost at Kilmarnock Vet
Office Dec. 10. If found, please
call 435-0243 or 436-3583.

CRESTON
SAUNDERS

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
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HEN we build, let us think that we
build forever. Let it not be for
present delight nor for present use alone.
Let it be such work as our descendants will
thank us for; and let us think, as we lay
stone on stone, that a time is to come when
those stones will be held sacred because our
hands have touched them, and that men
will say, as they look upon the labor and
wrought substance of them, “See! This our
father did for us.” –John Ruskin
“This is what we strive for.”
Please let us serve you.
804-435-6405
804-436-6258

Cres Saunders

Sheriff ’s request

Sheriff ’s
investigator
Ronald Hudson requested
$57,000 to purchase a refurbished van to replace the
unit’s 1998 Chevrolet van.
Hudson said the current van
is too small to handle special
packaging needed to safely
handle evidence collected
from methamphetamine labs.
The vehicle they want to
acquire is a larger vehicle with
a limited warranty, he said. The
price includes the purchase and
installation of radios.
Planners will begin prioritizing CIP requests next
month before forwarding recommendations to the board of
supervisors.
Supervisors did not approve
any CIP funding for the current ﬁscal year because there
were no funds, according to
EMS requests
County Emergency Man- county administrator Frank
agement
Services
chief Pleva.
Christina Hubbard requested
a total of $89,000 in CIP
funds. First on the list is
$29,000 to purchase two cardiac monitors.
“This will provide the
opportunity for both volunteer
and career use,” said Hubbard. “These new monitors
are replacing older models
that are not capable of providing the required monitoring
features needed...One of the
monitors will be used at the
Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Rescue Squad in support of
their operations. The other
will be used on ALS-1 (the
county’s advanced life support) quick response vehicle.”
Hubbard said the full price
for the monitors is $60,000,
but half will be paid through
grants.
She requested $60,000 to
replace a 2003 Ford Explorer
with 133,000 miles because the
engine stops while the vehicle
is running down the road. The
county’s professional squad
needs a “back-up” advanced
life support vehicle when
ALS-1 needs repairs.
“Can’t you arrange with
the volunteer squads to use
their vehicles?” asked super-

NEWS BREAK

ing monument and pole-style
signs.
Before voting to recommend approval of the document,
the
commission
reviewed some 15 individual
written comments received
regarding ordinance amendments.
“I think these folks have
taken their time to read
through this and offer some
suggestions. I appreciate that
and would like to see us use
some of these suggestions,”
said Williams.
The commission and staff
agreed with all of the suggestions except for one, recommending a 50% minimum
constraint on “land saved/
common open space” in the
cluster home development
commission.
Assistant county administrator
Luttrell Tadlock
explained the staff ’s disagreement saying, “Adding
the 50% to the deﬁnition does
not provide any ﬂexibility to
each district if such a district
required an open space less or
greater than the 50%.”
Another issue from the list
of suggestions that resulted in
much conversation was a recommendation to allow solar
arrays in all areas except conservation districts.
“I think solar panels should
be pretty much allowed by
right. They’re probably a
good thing anyway,” said
Williams.
“The biggest complaint
would probably be aesthetics,” said Alfred Fisher.
Tadlock suggested revisit-

“ My family found independence, security,
community and compassionate care at
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury.”

When John’s aunt, mother and father-in-law decided they were ready
to move from their family homes, they chose Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterbury in Irvington, Virginia. They wanted the
worry-free lifestyle that RWC aﬀorded, and the peace of mind of
continuing care. RWC oﬀered guaranteed lifetime housing, a vibrant,
active community and increased levels of care for changing needs.
For more information about RWC, visit www.embracelifeatrwc.org,
or call 804-438-4000 today to arrange for a personal tour.

— John H. Hunt II

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444
www.embracelifeatrwc.org
132 Lancaster Drive
Irvington, Virginia 22480
Equal Housing Opportunity © 2013 RWC
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CHESAPEAKE
MEDICAL GROUP

New Office Hours
Effective March 4, 2013,
CMG Heathsville Family Practice
will have new hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday –
8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Closed Thursdays
8152 Northumberland Highway
Heathsville, VA 22473
804-580-7200

Rappahannock
Health System

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE
19th

“We need to stop going after the ﬁshermen and the farmers,” said Jerry Pulliam (center). Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Mixed views on bay fisheries
expressed during NAPS meeting
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
HEATHSVILLE—There are
things that can be controlled and
others that can’t when trying to
protect the Chesapeake Bay and
its tributaries, said Dr. Roger
Mann. The public needs to start
controlling the things it can, he
told about 80 people last Saturday at the annual meeting of the
Northumberland Association
for Progressive Stewardship
(NAPS).
“We sit at the southern end
of 15 million ﬂushing people
who live in different jurisdictions. Do you think that’s something we can control?” said Dr.
Mann.
The director of research and
advisory services at Virginia
Institute of Marine Science, Dr.
Mann was the keynote speaker
for Saturday’s program, “Chesapeake Bay Fisheries: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” The
program also featured a panel
discussion that included speakers associated with bay ﬁsheries industries involving oysters,
pound nets, crabs, menhaden
and charters.
Dr. Mann said the bay will
be sustained during his lifetime
and theirs, but the group should

Dr. Roger Mann said the bay
will be sustained during his
lifetime. Photo by Lisa HintonValdrighi

be concerned about the longterm trends and protecting and
preserving the waters for children and grandchildren.
“Should we be thinking that
in 10 to 15 years we can’t get
ﬂounder here?” said Dr. Mann.
He noted global climate
change is a huge factor in the
population of ﬁsh and wildlife
in the bay ﬁsheries. The duck
population is decreasing in the
bay because during its migration across the country, ducks
are ﬁnding thawing lakes in
Minnesota, where they stay.

As the temperatures continue
to get warmer, we are also going
to get more oyster diseases, he
said.
Pollution and overﬁshing are
things that can be controlled, he
said.
“Think about things you
can’t change and things you
can change and start by talking
about it at groups like this,” he
said. “At the larger levels, talk
with our elected ofﬁcials.”
Dr. Mann used as an example
the offshore scallop ﬁshery,
which was at near collapse 20
years ago. The diameter of the
rings used in the scallop drags
was increased and “now it’s a
half billion dollar [industry] at
the dock.”
“If you change things just a
little, it makes a big difference,”
he added.
The panel, which included
Dudley Biddlecomb, Cathy
Davenport, Wade Self, Danny
Crabbe and Monty Deihl,
ﬁelded questions from the audience regarding pollution runoff
from construction and road
projects and the opening of
hydroelectric dams in Pennsylvania.
Program host Dr. Lynton
Land’s comment regarding fer-

tilization of ﬁelds and related
runoff sparked a comment from
audience member Jerry Pulliam, who said, “We need to stop
going after the ﬁshermen and
the farmers.”
“We need to look at the way
we build houses, landscape
our yards and the people cutting down all those trees to get
their million-dollar views,” he
added.
Crabbe, who is a third generation charter boat captain,
recalled a time when 10- to
14-pound blueﬁsh in the bay
were the norm. Crabbe said
those big blues seem to be
returning. He also noted this
past ﬁshing season he saw more
menhaden than he ever remembers seeing. Also an aquaculturalist who grows oysters, Crabbe
is now noticing seahorses on his
oyster ﬂoats.
“I honestly believe it is getting better. The public is doing
their part,” he said.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5
p.m. Thursday, March 7, in the
county courts building at 39
Judicial Place in Heathsville.
Public hearings scheduled
for 7 p.m. include a request
from Ronald V. and Patricia W.
Fox and A. Wade and Angela
W. Self to keep up to 15 horses
on property zoned residential
waterfront at 1376 Greenﬁeld
Road.
COLONIAL
BEACH—
The Potomac River Fisheries Commission (PRFC)
will meet at 9 a.m. on Friday,
March 8, at the PRFC Building at 222 Taylor Street in
Colonial Beach.
The agenda will include a
review of the crab, ﬁsh and
oyster harvest reports; reports
from the Oyster Technical
Review Group; Oyster and
Finﬁsh Advisory Committees;
and an update from the pound
net sub-committee.
The commission also will
discuss moving forward with
the Rotational Natural Oyster

ﬁne.
The commission also may
update the commercial hook
and line and gill net limited
entry order. The commission
will elect a chairman, vicechairman and secretary for
2013. The incoming chairman will appoint members
to the advisory committees
and appoint a committee to
develop the 2013-14 budget.
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WHEN:

Saturday, March 2, 2013
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

*Little River Seafood, Inc.
Burgess, Virginia

TICKETS:

Sales Limited to 300 Tickets
$30.00 per Person, Advance Sales
$35.00 At The Door
Children Under 10 FREE

INCLUDES:

Raw and Steamed Oysters
Bean Soup
Hot Dogs, Soft Drinks, Coffee
Beer $3 per cup, Wine $4 per serving
Oyster Knives - $5.00
Tickets can be obtained from:

LILIAN LUMBER HOME CENTER
JETT’S HARDWARE
GEORGE NOBLETT (Kilmarnock)
R.W.’s SPORT SHOP (Callao)

SPONSORS:

LITTLE RIVER SEAFOOD • PURCELL’S SEAFOOD
*Directions: From Burgess, proceed east on Rt. 360, one
mile to Greenfield Rd. (Rt. 647) on your left. Go 1.6 miles
north to 440 Rocktown Rd. (Rt. 734) on your left. Continue
1/2 mile to Little River Seafood Inc.

Don’t Let Spring Sneak Up On You!

Local Government News
Harvest Plan; and will set the
commercial quota and recreational limits for summer
ﬂounder and black sea bass;
the commercial Atlantic
Menhaden catch limits and
restrictions; and the commercial and recreational crab
seasons. There will be a legislative update on increasing the oyster inspection tax
and increasing the maximum

Smith Point Sea Rescue is a volunteer
organization serving the Northern Neck!

PLAN NOW
PLANT LATER!

The Agenda
LANCASTER—The
board of supervisors for
Lancaster County will meet
at 7 p.m. tonight, February 28,
in the county administration
building.
Robinson, Farmer, Cox
Associates will address the
county audit for the ﬁscal year
ending June 30, 2012.
Supervisors also will conduct a public hearing on a
request from Jennifer and
Larry Benson to place a wireless telecommunication pole
on a 2.02-acre parcel at 266
Belmont Drive in the Heritage
Point subdivision.

OYSTER ROAST

Call to place your
order today

Large Trees, Evergreens, Large
Screening Plants, Hardscape Designs
and a complete line of Shrubs,
Trees & Perennials
804-435-3788

REFRESH. RENEW. REDO. SALE.
COME INTO Burkes Fine Jewelers BEFORE we close
on February 28th to REFRESH, RENEW and REDO
and get 50% OFF every gift item in the store. Spiedel
and Citizen Watches 50% OFF. Purchase precious
GEMS and JEWELRY from our select showcase and
get 60% OFF.
Burkes will be closed February 28 - March 10.


FINE JEWELERS

86 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1302
burkesjewelers.com
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Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Flawed
from the start

by Robert Mason Jr.
When word circulated around
the ofﬁce we were going to have
a company breakfast, of course I
got excited.
Not so much because I like
to eat, or I like to eat so much, I
was looking forward to testing
my Riverneck culinary skills.
But then word came the
breakfast would be on a Tuesday
morning.
The busiest morning on the
busiest day of the week—deadlines, followed by page design
and composition.
That took my wind.
And I was so looking forward
to preparing a V&V casserole to
share with my coworkers. This
dish combines two of the staples
of a Riverneck cupboard: Vienna
sausage and Velveeta cheese.
A tried and true recipe from
the pages of Redneck Heaven:
Portrait of a Vanishing Culture,
by Bethany Bultman, Sandi’s
V&V Casserole calls for:
2 four-ounce cans of Viennas
3 large eggs, beaten
1 one-pound can cream-style
corn
1 twelve-ounce can evaporated
milk
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
Slices of Velveeta to cover
casserole
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Cut the Viennas into 1/4-inchthick slices.
Mix about two-thirds of the
sausage slices with everything
else and pour it all into a shallow
11/2-quart casserole.
Put casserole in pan of hot
water and bake for 40 to 50
minutes, or until a knife inserted
into center of casserole comes
out clean.
Arrange remaining Vienna
sausage and Velveeta slices
attractively over top and bake for
another 10 minutes.
This recipe serves six, so
adjust it according to the size and
appetite of your crowd.
Anticipating a late-nighter at
the ofﬁce, I set the recipe aside.
It will have to wait until another
ofﬁce function.
Meanwhile, I considered
V&V on a stick.
This popular tailgating recipe
doesn’t require as much prep
time and is a lot more ﬂexible.
It calls for a hunk of Velveeta,
enough cans of Vienna sausage
to feed your crowd and a supply
of tooth picks.
You will also need a bowl
capable of withstanding considerable heat, considering the
source of your heat could be
anything from a microwave to
an open ﬂame or exhaust manifold.
Melt the Velveeta in the bowl
and dip the Vienna sausages into
the bowl using the toothpicks.
Because this particular recipe
calls for crowd participation, I
was afraid I might lose some of
my coworkers.
So, I ordered a cherry pie from
Lee’s Restaurant and everyone
was happy.

February 28, 2013
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Foggy morning sunrise on Meyer Creek

Photo by Craig Shirley
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

In response to a letter last
week, the writer begins with
an assumption that everyone associated with the Tea
Party sees President Obama
as a Socialist, Communist
and American-hating person.
Such generalizations are usually made to stiﬂe dissent and
say more about the writer’s
mindset than the information
presented.
The writer uses the percentage of proﬁts by corporations
under President Obama as
evidence that Obama’s policies are good for the economy.
The problem is that corporate
proﬁts are tangent to the facts
illustrated.
The percentage of proﬁts
has little relationship to the
presidential policies. Corporations have a ﬁduciary
responsibility to shareholders
and an expectation of proﬁts.
They are supposed to make
money.
They can cut personnel, cut
beneﬁts, increase productivity and many other actions
to reduce cost and improve
proﬁts. The president can by
policy eliminate a corporation manufacturing company
by his action and increase the
proﬁts of another corporation
to the detriment of thousands
of employees.
Examples; right to work
states not being allowed
to build planes so the jobs
go overseas or to another
company. A pipeline being
stopped that would bring jobs

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 28, 1913, report.
G. F. Taylor, of Urbanna, spent a day or
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
two last week with his sister, Mrs. H. B. Sanford, at this place.
Fish And Oyster Notes
Dr. Hidemi Seno, professor of zoology, the
Imperial Fisheries Institute, Tokyo, Japan, is Pinckardsville
in this country inspecting the oyster industry
The Misses Beane, of Lancaster, enterof Virginia and Maryland. He was in Balti- tained the young people of this neighorhood
more last week inspecting the canneries of very pleasantly one evening last week.
that city, coming to Virginia this week. Dr.
The supervisors have had our road put in
Seno, much interested in the development good condition.
of the oyster industry of the Chesapeake
Miss Nannie Dunaway was visiting relaBay, expects to familiarize himself with the tives at Lancaster last week and Mrs. Geo.
growing and canning of the bivalve before Cottingham visited her parental home not
returning to his own country, where the latter long since.
industries are in their infancy.
Dr. Edmonds has been making professional
calls in our vicinity recently.
Crisp News
For some reason the school wagon did not
Twenty States have ratified the constitu- make its appearance this morning and the
tional amendment providing for election of children are enjoying their unexpected holisenators by the people.
day.
The Standard Oil and Texas Company
added one cent to the wholesale price for gas- Ottoman
oline last week, and many retailers advanced
The Ladies’ Missionary Society of Corrotthe price to 21 cents a gallon.
toman Baptist Church gave a drama, “Down
By The Sea,” last Friday night in the Odd
Millenbeck
Fellows hall, which was largely attended.
The farmers in this section have been quite They realized $48.
busy the past week planting peas, and other
Most of our farmers have planted peas,
early crops.
the acreage this year being larger than last
The new barn, which is being erected in year’s planting. Some farmers have cleaned,
front of the post office, will add much to the ploughed and fertilized their asparagus fields
looks of our village.
and beds. Also some early cabbage plants
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Cooper, of Baltimore, have been transplanted, and spring plowing
spent the later part of last week and first of is well advanced.
this at their summer home near Bertrand.
Mrs. L. F. Doggett, who has been indis(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunposed for some time and under the care of teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
Dr. Steuart, is improving, we are glad to and Library)

to the economy and cut down
the cost of fuel. That action
increases proﬁts to oil companies which he complains
about.
Here are stats that are relevant to the president’s economic policies:
A 50% increase in the
national debt since he took
ofﬁce, the National is 102%
of the GDP compared to 70%
when he took ofﬁce, when he
took ofﬁce there were 32 million on food stamps and today
48 million.
I do not agree with the president’s economic and spending
policies, nor do I agree with
his social engineering philosophy, but I don’t believe he is
a Socialist, Communist or that
he hates America.
Al Hall,
Reedville

Too much fun
Are there property tax concerns over new property value
assessments? Was there a
public hearing for the expenditure of up to $799,000 for
the Bay Trust building?
The Kilmarnock Planning
Commission was selected
by the town council as Blue
Ribbon lap dogs for the current town council with a
former mayor, councilman
and a professional land planner as members and what are
they discussing? Not any of
these things.
They could at least make
comments about the town
sign in the middle of the town
property on Main Street.
Besides having an electric
meter placed incorrectly
it has become an advertising sign for none other than
The Lancaster Players latest
production in White Stone.
On the same property is the
dog rest stop with an endless number of self-serving
signs. There are many signs
that exist in town which warrant discussing. What about
the vacant store at the corner
of Irvington Road and Main
Street?
No, the planning commission does not discuss any of
these issues. Mr. Bonner’s
truck is what they want to put
an end to. Why? Who knows
“it’s a truck?”
Its signage has an arrow
on each side and he parks
it where it is perfectly legal
but it is pointing towards his
business—heaven
forbid.
I would like to suggest the
town attorney offer a class in
the Constitution as it relates
to free speech and signs.
The town council was
elected on promises of not
wasting our tax dollars, stopping all the silliness at town
hall. So far they are wasting a $600,000 investment
on a sign and a dog toilet,
and have purchased a building without any parking for
$799,000.
What’s next? Look out for
a big tax increase to pay for
all their fun.
R. A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Say what you mean
I have observed many
changes taking place in our
country and I am in fear for our
future.
It is depressing and disgusting to see all the small businesses in this area which have
closed their doors. Due to the
adoption of PPACA (Obamacare), many businesses, big
and small, have had to cut the
hours of their employees and
have had to drop the healthcare
coverage that they were already
providing for their workers.
I meet people every day who
cannot ﬁnd a job. I talk with
other small business owners
who are incredulous about the
direction our government has
taken. Through the slick use of
carefully crafted semantics, the
leadership in our government
has created a schism to further
their agenda.
Truly great leaders bring
people together, for the good
of the people, for the strength
of the nation.
We need someone who will
lead. We don’t need a compulsive campaigner who triangulates his positions rather than
working as a leader to bring
people together. He works to
divide them as a means to conquer. Abraham Lincoln, quoting the words of Jesus, said,
“A house divided against itself
cannot stand.”
This is not an opinion or
skewed hyperbole, it is fact. It
is truth.
“The fact that we are here
today to debate raising America’s debt limit is a sign of leadership failure. It is a sign that
the U.S. Government cannot
pay its own bills. It is a sign
that we now depend on ongoing ﬁnancial assistance from
foreign countries to ﬁnance our
government’s reckless ﬁscal
policies. Increasing America’s
debt weakens us domestically
and internationally. Leadership
means that, ‘the buck stops
here.’ Instead, Washington
is shifting the burden of bad
choices today onto the backs
of our children and grandchildren. America has a debt problem and a failure of leadership.
Americans deserve better.”—
Sen. Barack H. Obama, March
2006.
This is also truth. What happened to change his mind?
Jim Merrill Jr.,
White Stone
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

wo of my uncles by marriage and two
of my cousins were dentists. One of the
uncles spent his career teaching, ultimately
becoming the dean of the Georgetown University Dental School.
About three decades ago, I ﬁrst met Dr.
Richard Higgins, who had retired from his
practice in Chevy Chase, Md., to riparian life
in Weems. In our initial conversation, upon
learning that he had attended Georgetown, I
asked if he had known my uncle.
Indeed he had, and had studied Crown and
Bridge under him. We frequently spoke of
his days in dental school, but I truly came to
know Dick in his second career as an artist, an
avocation he shared with his good wife, June.
They lived near the site of “Corrotoman,” the
home of Robert “King” Carter, overlooking
the Rappahannock with the Norris Bridge in
the backdrop.
I understood Dick’s truly magniﬁcent artwork in the context of a conversation I had as
a youth with my professorial uncle. He told
me that during the admission process, when
he would interview a prospective dental student, he would sit across the desk from him,
and begin the interview by passing over to the

Dick took everyday scenes
along the road that many
folks might have passed
unaware of their having
any special signiﬁcance,
and transformed them into
memorable images.
applicant a piece of chalk and a penknife. In
his day virtually all of those who applied were
male, but his rule carried for females as well.
Quite simply, he wanted the student during
their talk to carve something out of the chalk.
He said dentistry required a level of physical
dexterity and visualization that he had to know
the student possessed before he could admit
him. Our chat came about when a classmate
of mine had applied, and my uncle declined
his admission because he failed the chalk test.
He said the boy had the brains, but not the
hands for a career in dentistry.
Dick Higgins obviously had both, and he

practiced dentistry for 45 years. In retirement, he continued to combine that mind and
hand ability through his artwork, as well as
the many other avenues through which he
manifested his boundless ability. One of his
hobbies was raising heritage houseplants.
They were plants that had passed through
his family, which he could slip and develop
into new specimens of his own that he gave to
friends. Perhaps his ﬁrsthand familiarity with
nature contributed to his ability to depict it
realistically and vibrantly.
Dick took everyday scenes along the road
that many folks might have passed unaware
of their having any special signiﬁcance, and
transformed them into memorable images.
For years I think of him every time I take a
back road out of Lively, and pass a venerable
Victorian farmhouse, replete with windmill
and red barns and outbuildings with rusty
metal roofs, all set in the forefront of vibrant
ﬁelds of crops. Looking at the sight I see
Dick’s painting of it more than I see the physical presence of the property itself.
That was his talent, to be able to emblaze
in the minds of his appreciative audience an
image as he saw it, thereby making his per-

ception the one remembered. He painted as
long as he practiced dentistry, and when he
died last week at the age of 95, he left behind
innumerable people who might never have
met him, but knew him through his paintings.
A few years ago, as his health failed he
stopped painting. June tried to get her fellow
artist to return to his talent, but he opted not
to paint, apparently being content with the
body of his work being complete. His level of
perfection carried over into his illness, and I
think made him unwilling to compromise the
work he had done by anything that he might
not have considered to be what he wanted it to
be. As a result, all of his paintings reﬂect his
talent at its apogee, documenting his area and
his time in ways that are unforgettable to all
who view them.
Dick was an illustrious person in every
meaning of the word. He held a tight grasp
on reality, and conveyed it through his art
that depicted life as he experienced it across
the almost century that he lived. He loved to
paint, and through his painting expressed his
love for the world.
Dr. Richard Higgins, D.D.S., January 6,
1918 - February 21, 2013. R.I.P.
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Legislation to alter
VA public notice
requirements fails

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

by Michael Schuster
Capital News Service

Do you Remember?
This undated postcard shows Lively School, probably in the mid-’40s, according to Kilmarnock
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the
Kilmarnock Museum. 0HOTO COURTESY OF THE "EA *OHNSON #OLLECTION

Dinner speaker has campaign experience
Lancaster County Republicans’ 16th annual
Reagan Day Dinner’s featured speaker is Craig
Shirley, an experienced public relations advisor
to several Republican presidential candidates,
and author of two books on Ronald Reagan.
The dinner will be held March 10 at Indian
Creek Yacht and Country Club near Kilmarnock
beginning with a social hour at 5:30 p.m.
First District Rep. Rob Wittman will serve as
master of ceremonies. District 99 Del. Margaret
Ransone and most of the candidates for statewide nominations at the upcoming Republican
State Convention also will attend.
The dinner fee is $50 per person. To make a
reservation, send a check payable to the Lancaster County Republican Committee to LCRC,
P.O. Box 1215, Kilmarnock, VA. 22482.
“We invite all interested persons to join us
for this fun, informative dinner,” said Lancaster
County Republican Committee chairman Joan
Blackstone.
Shirley, president and chief executive ofﬁcer
of Shirley & Bannister Public Affairs in Alexandria, has been involved professionally in
American politics for almost three decades, said
Blackstone. He is the author of Reagan’s Revolution: The Untold Story of the Campaign That
Started it All, (Nelson Current Publishing) and
Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and
the Campaign That Changed America (Intercollegiate Studies Institute.)
Tracing the path from his defeat on the convention ﬂoor in 1976 to his 1980 electoral

victory, Shirley shows how Reagan’s hopefulness and his conservative convictions led to a
remarkably successful presidency.
Shirley also is the author of December 1941:
31 Days That Changed America and Saved the
World (Thomas Nelson, 2012,) a New York
Times bestseller.
Shirley and David Keene formed Keene,
Shirley & Associates Inc. in 1987. In 1992, he
opened Craig Shirley & Associates, said Blackstone.
He served as an informal advisor to the 1996
campaign of Sen. Bob Dole, and in 2000 his
ﬁrm provided support to the campaign of then
Gov. George W. Bush, she said. That same year,
the ﬁrm became Shirley & Bannister with the
promotion of Diana Bannister from vice president to partner.
Shirley has appeared on many national media
outlets, including C-SPAN, CNBC, CBS, CNN,
MSNBC, ABC, NBC, Fox News and others.
He has contributed to numerous publications,
including the Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, USA Weekend, Campaigns and
Elections, The Weekly Standard, Conservative
Digest, and Insight Magazine. He serves on the
boards of the American Conservative Union,
Campaigns and Elections magazine and the
United Seniors Association.
Shirley and his wife, Zorine, have four children. They enjoy sailing and other outdoor
activities at their home in Lancaster County
known as Trickle Down Point.

Virginia’s transportation solution
by Gov. Bob McDonnell
This past weekend, Republicans and Democrats joined
together to pass the ﬁrst new
sustainable
transportation
funding and reform bill in
Virginia in 27 years. Virginians worked together across
party and regional lines to ﬁnd
common ground to solve one
of our most intractable problems.
The result is $3.5 billion in
new transportation funding
over the next ﬁve years, an
estimated 35% reduction in
the tax on gas at the pump, a
shorter commute for you, and
the strengthening of Virginia’s
economic competitiveness.
This bill is a compromise. It
had to be. The House of Delegates has a strong Republican
majority. But the Senate is tied,
20-20. That means to get any
major bill passed, everyone
had to ﬁnd common ground.
For 27 years you’ve sat in trafﬁc as too many have waited for
a “perfect” bill. That failure to
act has cost you and the Commonwealth dearly.
Every year that Richmond
has failed to act has added up
to a bigger and bigger hidden
transportation tax that you
are paying. The Texas Transportation Institute found that
our failure to approve new
transportation funding, and
the resulting congestion, costs
every motorist in Northern
Virginia $1,400 a year; every
driver in Virginia Beach $877
a year; and every commuter in
Richmond $581 a year. Those
are hidden taxes that you’ve
been paying for years.
Virginia’s economy depends
upon
our
transportation
system. Without good roads,
rail, transit and bridges we
cannot attract the new businesses that will create the
good-paying jobs our citizens
need and deserve. I agree with

President Ronald Reagan who
said in 1982, when he more
than doubled the nation’s gas
tax: “We simply cannot allow
this magniﬁcent system to
deteriorate beyond repair. The
time has come to preserve
what past Americans spent so
much time and effort to create,
and that means a nationwide
conservation effort in the best
sense of the word. America
can’t afford throwaway roads
or disposable transit systems.
The bridges and highways we
fail to repair today will have to
be rebuilt tomorrow at many
times the cost.”
Reagan was right.
A continued failure to
address transportation would
leave the Commonwealth less
competitive
economically.
In fact, just last year CNBC
dropped Virginia to third in its
annual ranking of “Best States
for Business” in large part
because of our repeated inability to properly fund transportation. We plummeted from 10th
to 33rd in the speciﬁc category
of “Transportation and Infrastructure.” That is unacceptable.
I ran and was blessed to be
elected on a pledge to make
Virginia a jobs-magnet and
do everything I could to help
our state attract more employers so our citizens could get
the good jobs they need and
deserve. This transportation
plan helps us do that. Conservatives believe we must grow
our economy by allowing the
private sector to thrive and
create. For that to happen, we
must provide private-sector
job creators with the infrastructure they must have to be
successful.
As a result of this plan,
thousands of construction and
maintenance projects around
the state will be funded, from
widening I-64 between Newport News and Williamsburg,

widening Route 28 in Northern Virginia, bringing down
tolls on the Dulles Toll Road
and advancing the Silver Line,
bringing Amtrak service to
Roanoke, and helping to build
the Coalﬁelds Expressway in
Southwest Virginia. Thousands
of new jobs will be created.
Before this vote it was projected that by the year 2018 we
would have been transferring
$500 million meant for construction to just fund simple
maintenance projects. There
would have been virtually no
new money available for new
construction projects. Now,
this problem has been solved
for the foreseeable future.
You elected me to come
to Richmond and focus on
growing our economy and
creating good jobs in every
region of the Commonwealth.
Without a modern and wellfunded transportation system,
our future economic growth
would remain in jeopardy. Private sector job-creators would
have a harder time moving
goods to market, expanding
their enterprises, and hiring
new workers. And your commute would just grow longer,
the money you waste sitting
in trafﬁc would increase, and
your quality of life would
diminish. We could not afford
to let that happen.
With the passage of this legislation we’ve demonstrated
there is still a ‘Virginia Way.’
Richmond is not Washington. In Richmond, we cut out
rhetoric and work together to
ﬁx problems and get results.
This bill will strengthen our
economy, get you to work and
home quicker, and create thousands of jobs. It is a commonsense solution that will make
Virginia stronger in the years
ahead.
Bob McDonnell is the 71st
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

RICHMOND—A
Senate
committee voted 10-3 to kill
the last bill this legislative
session to let public bodies
post their ofﬁcial notices on
a government website instead
of publishing them in a local
newspaper.
House Bill 1823, introduced
by Del. Ronald Villanueva
of Virginia Beach, sought to
require public bodies to post
procurement notices and bids
on the electronic website of the
Virginia Department of General Services. Publishing such
notices in a newspaper would
have been optional.
The legislation passed the
House on a 73-25 vote February 1. The bill then was referred
to the Senate Committee on
General Laws and Technology.
On February 18, the committee
recommended the measure be
“passed by indeﬁnitely.”
Representatives of the Virginia Press Association and
Virginia Coalition for Open
Government were some of the
strongest opponents of such
bills.
VPA ofﬁcials said they were
mostly concerned with keeping citizens informed about
government actions. Not every
citizen has internet access,
especially in rural areas of
Virginia. The VPA’s main goal
was to keep public notices in
print-based newspapers in
order to keep the issues in the
public eye.
Public
notices
include
announcements about government budgets, public hearings
and alcohol beverage licenses.
Megan Rhyne, executive
director of VCOG, was satisﬁed with the defeat of the
public notice bills.
“I’m pleased that most of the
General Assembly members
who heard these bills agreed
that the public would be better
served with public notices
remaining in newspapers,”
Rhyne said.
She predicted that some lawmakers will continue to push to
move these public announcements to the internet.
“There will likely be more
attempts because hard-pressed
localities are looking for ways
to minimize costs,” Rhyne
said.” But at the same time,
we know that a cost is not
worth cutting if it means we
are informing fewer taxpayers
about how their tax dollars are
going to be spent.”

Similar bills
Six public notice bills were
heard in the 2013 session and
every one of them failed.
House Bill 1378 would have
allowed localities with at least
50,000 residents to advertise
public notices on their websites
or broadcast outlets instead of
in local newspapers. This bill
was folded into a similar measure, HB 1373. HB 1373 then
was defeated 10-1 by a subcommittee of the House Committee on Counties, Cities and
Towns.
House Bill 1426 allowed the
towns of Damascus and Glade
Spring in southwest Virginia to
publish legal notices on their
websites instead of in the local
newspapers. It was defeated 7-4
by the same subcommittee.
Senate Bill 765, an identical
proposal regarding Damascus
and Glade Spring, was defeated
11-3 by the Senate Committee
on General Laws and Technology.
House Bill 2170, would have
required local governments to
publish procurement notices
on the state’s central electronic
procurement website and
making newspaper publication
option. This bill was folded
into HB 1823, which was then
killed by the Senate Committee
on General Laws and Technology.

‘Virginia’s Finest’ trademark program turns 24
The Virginia’s Finest Trademark Program began in 1989
as the premier quality standards
program for the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
Since then the blue checkmark with the red A for agriculture has grown to endorse more
than 1,000 agricultural, food and

beverage companies in the Commonwealth.
“We really do have a diverse
portfolio of products that are
available,” said VDACS director
of marketing and development
Charles Green. “Our producers
are winning awards on the international stage, and many of our
companies have won and have

been nominated for the products
they are producing under the Virginia’s Finest program.”
Earning a Virginia’s Finest
designation takes time and attention to detail.
“We have a review committee
that looks at packaging and labeling,” said Green. “We make sure
the product is up to standards and

meets the requirements for retail
sale. We look to see if the product
is attractive in taste, texture and
quality. “Plus we have a taste test
panel that makes sure it is up to
standards of the quality of other
Virginia’s Finest products.”
Details about the Virginia’s
Finest program and its products
are available at vaﬁnest.com.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

BEAUTY
J

Fine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”
804-436-9130
800-684-8873
By Appointment
Specializing in Certiﬁed Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

WISDOM

Announcement

SIGNUP DEADLINE EXTENDED!!
Friday, March 1–Friday, March 22
for FY2013

VA Agricultural Best Management Practices

COST-SHARE PROGRAM

For information, or to sign up,

PLEASE CONTACT:

NNSWCD District Office
5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572
804 333-3525, ext 102

OFFICIAL CALL
Mass Meeting of the
Lancaster County Committee
of the Republican Party of Virginia
As Chairman of the Lancaster County Committee
of the Republican Party, and pursuant to the Plan
of Organization and as recommended and directed
by the Committee, I, Joan Blackstone, do hereby
issue this call for a Mass Meeting to be held at
White Stone Event Center, Chesapeake Drive,
White Stone VA 22578 starting at 7:00 PM local
time on April 16, 2013 for the following purpose:
To elect up to 135 Delegates and Alternates to the Republican Party of Virginia State Convention on May 18,
2013 for the purpose of electing a nominee for the Offices of Governor, Lt. Governor and Attorney General.
Filing Requirements
Candidates for election as a Delegate shall submit a
form, either in person or by mail, to the Committee
Chairman, Mrs. Joan Blackstone, stating their intent
to seek election. The form must be received not later
than 5:00 PM, April 10, 2013 at the following address:
Mrs. Joan Blackstone, Chairman, Lancaster County
Republican Committee, P.O. Box 532, 40 Oyster
Point, White Stone, VA, 22578. Delegate forms are
available on the Republican Party of Virginia website,
www.rpv.org and www.northernneckrepublicans.
org. The call is also available at www.va1gop.org. For
information regarding this call, contact the Committee Chairman, Joan Blackstone, at 804-435-6464.
Registration and Fees
The doors will open at 6:15 PM with registration to begin immediately. There will be no registration fee to participate in this mass meeting. There is a voluntary registration fee of $35 to
participate in the Republican State Convention.
The full call, with additional details, can be found at
www.rpv.org and www.northernneckrepublicans.org
and www.va1gop.org.
Paid for and authorized by the
Lancaster County Republican Committee
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Northumberland’s 2013-14 school budget
anticipates 250 employees, 1,400 students
by Shannon Rice

From left are the Rev. Lucia Lloyd, rector of St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church, and the Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, bishop suffragan
of the Diocese of Virginia. Bishop Goff ’s sermon will be aired
at 9:05 a.m. Sunday, March 3, on WRAR 105.5, as part of the
popular “Sunday Mornings With St. Stephen’s.”

Bishop Susan Goff visits
St. Stephen’s Episcopal
HEATHSVILLE—Bishop Susan Goff on February 24 visited
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Heathsville and celebrated
the sacramental rite of conﬁrmation as well as the reception of
new members into the St. Stephen’s congregation, The Episcopal
Church, and the worldwide Anglican Communion.
The celebration was a joyful one as 13-year-old Kendall Lloyd
and new members Isabel Garcia, Sharyn Kelley and Mac Lambert afﬁrmed their faith.
“We have loved having Isabel, Sharyn, and Mac worshipping
with us and participating in our parish life, and it is a joy to celebrate this afﬁrmation of their faith and welcome them to our
growing congregation,” said the Rev. Lucia Lloyd, rector of St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church. “It is also a joy to celebrate Kendall’s decision to afﬁrm for herself the vows made for her at her
baptism, and to express her faith.”
The four candidates prepared for this event with a series of
classes and group discussions based on the book Welcome to The
Episcopal Church by Christopher L. Webber.
All of them spoke of how they had felt warmly welcomed at
St. Stephen’s, and how they had found that The Episcopal Church
had become a spiritual home that enriched and deepened their
faith in God, said Rev. Lloyd. Several mentioned their appreciation of the Episcopal Church’s encouraging a faith that is intellectually rigorous, their appreciation of the Episcopal Church’s
welcome to both gay and straight people, and their appreciation
of the beauty of the worship in The Episcopal Church.
During the service, the four candidates renewed their commitment to Jesus Christ and vowed that with God’s grace they will
follow him as their Savior and Lord, she said. The entire congregation also renewed their baptismal covenant and vowed to do all
in their power to support these people in their life in Christ.
The service was followed by a festive coffee hour.

Jessie Ball duPont Fund
announces recent grants
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—
At their ﬁrst quarterly meeting
for 2013, trustees of the Jessie
ball duPont Fund announced 14
awards, valued at $1.9 million.
Among awards going to Virginia churches, education or
the arts, fund president Sherry
Magilll announced Rehoboth
United Methodist Church in Northumberland County received a
$43,539 grant to upgrade equipment, improve insulation and
make repairs recommended in a
recently completed energy audit.
Among other awards going
to Virginia institutions, Magill
announced:
s 4HE #OLLEGE OF 7ILLIAM AND
Mary will receive $188,356 to

help the School of Education
extend a program serving high
school principals.
s -EDICAL #OLLEGE OF 6IRGINIA
Foundation will receive $105,732
for a pilot program providing
specialized palliative care education to Advanced Practice Registered Nurses working with rural
or medically underserved areas
of the Commonwealth.
s 5NIVERSITY OF 2ICHMOND WILL
receive $99,920 for expansion of
its Math Science Investigators
Program.
s "ARTER 4HEATRE WILL RECEIVE
$95,348 to expand the Barter
Theatre Academy, introducing
elementary, middle and high
school students to theater arts.

LOTTSBURG—Northumberland school superintendent
Dr. Rebecca Gates on Monday
proposed a school budget for
2013-14 of $16,871,112, an
increase of $1,417,331 over
the current budget.
The proposed budget is based
on an enrollment of 1,400 students and 250 employees.
The bulk of the budget, 70%,
is allocated towards instruction
costs totaling $11,798,214.
This reﬂects an increase of
$602,820.
Additional
positions
requested for next year include
a business teacher for a mandated personal ﬁnance class,
a special education teacher,
the promotion of a paraprofessional to a teaching position,
and a technology/data position. The cost of these new
positions is $166,000.
Gates said the school division has savings in mind to

help offset some costs.
“Right now we’re looking at
our retirees and through attrition. So we’re looking at not
having a couple retirees come
back. That would be two fulltime positions, one part-time
and then one full-time retiree
position would become parttime. All of those affect the
elementary school and the savings would be $125,596 to put
towards that $166,000,” said
Gates.
The budget calls for all
employees to receive a 3%
increase in pay with social
security based on the adjusted
salary scales including a
15% increase in health insurance. This compensation
option would cost the division $557,431. Gates noted
the health insurance increase
would likely be less than 15%.
Although the facilities category only accounts for 4%
of the budget, the proposed
expenditures for building

Expect major delays
on Richmond interstate
roads Friday-Monday
RICHMOND—The Interstate 95 southbound bridge
over Overbrook Road will be
replaced this weekend as part
of the I-95 Bridge Restorations
project.
From 8 p.m. Friday, March 1,
through 6 a.m. Monday, March
4, I-95 will be reduced to one
travel lane in each direction
between Belvidere Street and
the Boulevard. Drivers should
expect major delays along I-95
through Richmond, on I-64 east
at the Bryan Park interchange
and on I-64 west at the Shockoe
Valley Bridge.
Just north of the bridge over
Overbrook Road, I-95 south
trafﬁc will merge onto the
northbound bridge. Both I-95
north and south trafﬁc will
use the northbound bridge to
maneuver around the construction. VDOT strongly urges
weekend travelers on I-95 and
I-64 through Richmond use
one of the following alternate
routes:
From I-95 south (Henrico):
Access I-295 at exit 84 to reach
I-64 east/west or areas south
of Richmond; through travelers can use I-295 south to
bypass Richmond and re-enter
I-95 south at exit 46 in Prince
George County. Local trafﬁc
can also take exit 82 (Chamberlayne Avenue/Route 1/301
south) to reach Richmond destinations.
From I-95 north (Prince
George): Access I-295 at exit
46 to reach I-64 east/west
or areas north of Richmond;
through travelers can use I-295
north to bypass Richmond and
re-enter I-95 north at exit 84 in
Henrico County.
From I-64 east (Goochland/
Henrico): There are three alternate routes:
s !CCESS 2OUTE  SOUTH AT
exit 175 in Goochland to reach
Chesterﬁeld County locations

and to re-enter I-95 at exit 62
s !CCESS )  AT EXIT  TO
reach I-95 north or I-64 east of
Richmond
s !CCESS )  SOUTH AT EXIT
186 in Richmond to reach
downtown destinations, Route
76/Powhite Parkway Extension (toll) through Chesterﬁeld County or the Downtown
Expressway (toll).
s &ROM )  WEST (ENRICO
New Kent): Access I-295 north
at exit 200 to reach I-95 or to
continue on to I-64 west of
Richmond.
Due to the height of power
lines over the Overbrook Road
bridge, the cranes used to
replace the bridge sections will
be dis-assembled Friday night,
they will be moved into place
between the power lines, and
then re-assembled. Crews will
remove and install bridge units
Saturday and Sunday, then
dis-assemble the cranes early
Monday and move the equipment out of the work zone in
time for the morning commute.
The following weekend,
the contractor will replace the
I-95 northbound bridge over
Overbrook Road from 8 p.m.
Friday, March 8, through 6 a.m.
Monday, March 11. Like this
weekend’s bridge replacement,
I-95 trafﬁc will merge to one
lane in each direction during
construction.
The $106 million I-95 Richmond Bridge Restorations
project is currently on time and
on budget. The bridge replacements are anticipated to be
completed in June 2014.
Anyone with questions about
the project can call VDOT’s
customer service center at
800-367-7623.
Live trafﬁc camera feeds and
real-time listings of road conditions and closures in Virginia
are available at 511Virginia.
org, or by calling 511.

improvements for the upcoming year increased over the
current ﬁgures by $660,000.
Among the highest capital
improvement costs are new
roofs for the school board
ofﬁce ($113,000) and elementary school ($500,000) and
copy machine replacements
for the schools.
Possible revenue increases
for the upcoming year include
a House budget approval
of $45,269, state security
approval of $25,000 which
could be used for new cameras, and a Standards of Quality salary supplement totaling
$14,225.
“We based all these numbers
on the House budget because it
was in the middle but all three

budgets (Governor’s, Senate,
and House) did have an
increase of revenue in them,”
said Gates.
Sales tax revenue is projected
to total $1,412,643, reﬂecting an increase of $40,900.
State revenue is estimated at
$2,164,698 and federal contributions are predicted to be
$826,026.
The schools will be
asking the county to contribute $12,368,795, which is
$1,253,732 more than the current year.
A public hearing on the
budget will be held at 6 p.m.
March 11. The school board
plans to approve the budget
by March 25 and forward it to
county supervisors.

JEWELRY
FACTS
BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Over the years, several styles of wearing
ﬁnger rings have come and gone. The most
popular engagement ring during colonial times
was composed of small, rose-cut diamonds set
around a larger center stone. Around the turn
of the century, platinum became the fashion
setting for the diamond solitaire engagement
ring. For awhile, so much ﬁligree and basket
work went into the settings that the diamond
was practically lost.
Simplicity returned, and today the stone
is the thing of the ring. We carry all styles of rings
plus loose stones and modern and traditional
settings.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
 )RVINGTON 2D s +ILMARNOCK s  
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The word is out.

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center
is now accepting new resident applications.
If the time has come when your elderly loved one needs more professional nursing care, we are
currently accepting applications. Please call our Administrator, Garrett Jones, at 435-1684 and make an
appointment. He can answer your questions, give you a tour, explain how Medicare or Medicaid may help
with payment, and guide you in making your decision. Be assured
that your elderly loved one will be in the care of people you know.

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center

Yellow signs of spring
Raindrops drip off a bed of blooming daffodils in Heathsville
last Saturday. The bright yellow ﬂowers are popping up all
across the Northern Neck as a sure sign that spring is almost
here. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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In the care of people you know.

